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HO, HO, HO!
The Christmas Season begins in the
Ranchos with the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce Annual
Tree Lighting Ceremony at
Maywood Center . 
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Fire Ravages Ranchos Family
On Saturday, Dec. 1 a fire that began in

the chimney of the Jim and Patty
Feuersinger home on Avenue 12 just west
of Highway 41, broke through some miss-
ing mortar and spread to the attic,  destroy-
ing all the possessions of the couple and
their two teenaged daughters. To make mat-
ters worse for the family as they head into
Christmas, Jim Feuersinger was off of work
waiting for a cornea operation the next day
and sources have reported that the operation
did not go well and he will not be able to

work for a while.  At present the family is
staying with relatives in Fresno but they
would like to get back to the Ranchos.

If anyone has anything they’d care to
donate (and they need EVERYTHING) it
can be done through:

The Bridge Church
c/o the Feuersinger Family
3438 E. Ashlan
Fresno, CA 93726
559-226-4100

Photo Courtesy of John Glueck

Some interesting discussions are
taking place over the idea of design-
ing and building a new Ranchos
Library and Community Center right
here in the Madera Ranchos. The
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
and the Friends of the Ranchos
Library are jointly sponsoring the
effort to explore the feasibility of con-
structing a new complex that could
include a new county library, an activ-
ity and events center, after school stu-
dent activity programs, recreational
sports fields, a skate park, a chil-
dren’s playground, a walk-
ing and jogging trail, a
wedding garden and
many other desir-
able community
amenities. 

An Organ-
i z a t i o n a l
Committee has
been formed
which formally
includes mem-
bers of these two
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
Joining these repre-
sentatives on the com-
mittee are other interest-
ed community members that
are also involved in the Ranchos

Kiwanis and the Ranchos/ Hills
Seniors group.

A conceptual plan, or “roadmap,”
has been prepared by the committee
for consideration and feed-back by the
community at large. The conceptual
plan has been prepared to stimulate
discussion and to seek significant
input from the community. The com-
mittee wants the community to sug-
gest the final design and content of
the plan before proceeding further.
None of the plan elements that are
suggested in the conceptual plan are

set in stone; they are only
suggestions based on

some of the things
the committee has

heard being dis-
cussed in the
community over
time. A copy of
the conceptual
plan has been
s e p a r a t e l y
included in this

issue of the
R a n c h o s

Independent for
your consideration.
One very positive

Please see CENTER on P. 5

By Christi McKinney

Asteep rise in the rate of Subprime mortgage
foreclosures has contributed to the failure of more
than 200 mortgage lenders since 2006. California,
Florida, Michigan and Nevada have been hardest hit
and the Ranchos is no exception. Subprime lending
is the practice of making loans to borrowers who
don’t qualify for standard loans because of poor
credit history, some self-employed borrowers, or
loans on investment property that cannot be sold on
the primary market. Because of the nature of these
loans they’re very risky to both lenders and borrow-
ers. It’s estimated that since 2004, 20 percent of
mortgages originated in the US are considered
Subprime loans

As the industry struggles to recover from the
“Subprime meltdown” lenders are moving back to
basics, carefully reviewing the viability of all loan
programs. Gone are the days of the Stated Income,
No Document, Pick a Payment, 103 percent “Loan
to Value” types of loans. “Because of market condi-
tions, many loan programs previously offered in
California are no longer available or have increased
down payment and credit requirements,” said David

Schilling, Broker for Royal Charter Mortgage in
Fresno. 

Lorene Christopher of Century 21- M & M
Associates is President Elect of the Madera
Association of Realtors
and a resident of the
Ranchos. “The California
Real Estate Market has
leveled off in the second
half of 2007,” Christopher
said. “Forecasters are not
predicting an increase in
property values for 2008,
however the Ranchos and
Rolling Hills areas have
held their values better
than other parts of Madera
County.” Christopher pre-
dicts sales to be strong in
2008 because there are
always buyers looking for
large lots and acreage that
homes in the Ranchos offer.

Lenders are also tightening credit standards
and dusting off the time tested “Three C’s of Credit.”

They are Capacity, Collateral and Character.
Lenders consider each of these factors in any loan
request. Capacity means how you are going to repay
the loan, what is your monthly income and what are

your expenses. One of the
most important consider-
ations is your debt to
income ratio. Collateral
means what assets you
have other than your
income. This includes
bank accounts, invest-
ments and the value of
property. Creditors feel
more secure if you have
collateral that can be liqui-
dated if you fall into finan-
cial difficulties. Finally,
character. This includes
your credit history and
your credit score or
“FICO” score.

A FICO score is a mathematical calculation
created from data in your credit report. FICO scores
have become the “magic number” in mortgage
lending with scores ranging from a low of 300 to a
perfect score of 850 with a national average of 723,
the higher the number, the better your chance at get-
ting a loan.

“Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac recently

announced increased fees for borrowers with less than
a 680 FICO score,” Schilling said. “These new loan
price adjustments could mean thousands of dollars or
higher interest rates to those who previously qualified
for the lowest rates. Mortgage insurance companies
are also raising the premiums for those with less than
a 3 percent down payment. Each change made by one
of the major players in the lending industry removes
another group of potential buyers from the market,
forcing sellers to further lower prices to attract an
offer.”

Patty Grissom, Branch Manager of Ranchos
Mortgage, says, “FHA currently offers a program
called FHASecure to assist homeowners who are in
default on their existing mortgage.” It allows a refi-
nance into a 30 year fixed loan guaranteed by the
Federal Housing Administration. The maximum
FHAloan amount for Madera County is $323,000.
The median sales price for the City of Madera is
$219,000 while it’s $349,000 in the Madera Ranchos
and Rolling Hills.

Multiple Listing Service records for Madera
Ranchos and Rolling Hills indicate that between
June and December, 2007, there were 83 active list-
ings under Single Family Home Sales Activity with
13 pending sales and 29 sales closed. Single Family
Home Activity in Foreclosure or Bankruptcy status
showed nine active listings, five pending sales and three

Ideas Discussed to Design, Build
New Library and Ranchos Center

The Mortgage Industry in the Ranchos: Following the Nation’s Lead

Please see MORTGAGE on P. 11
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Editorial

By Randy Bailey

This issue marks my third anniversary
of ownership of the Ranchos Independent.
What a long, strange trip it’s been.

Three years ago we were black and
white only and struggling to fill up 16
pages. Now we’ve got color and the last
three issues have been 32 pages crammed
full of the best Ranchos stuff you can find.

We were the first to inform you about
the Board of Supervisors taking $3.2 mil-
lion from us for the “more important”
incorporated areas. We kept you abreast
of what was going on with the Golden
Valley School Board and Castle & Cooke,
and when the Madera County Board of
Supervisors finally gave the green light to
Gateway Village after nearly 13 years of
starts and stops, we were there in the
council chambers recording it for you.

I have really enjoyed writing and
producing this newspaper for you, my
neighbors, here in the Ranchos. 

Of course, there are a few things
that still really stick in my craw (bet you
didn’t know I had a craw).

Number 1 Crawsticker: People who
have a problem with the Conservative slant
on the editorial page. Folks, there are 32
pages in this paper and 31 of them are right
down the middle with no slant one way or
the other. On ONE PAGE I get to share my
opinion on things and my opinion tends to be
Conservative. Here’s a suggestion: If that
one page so messes you up, don’t read it.

Read the page before and the page after and
then put it in your birdcage. Of course, that’ll
be one brilliant bird after a few months.

Number 2 Crawsticker: People who
either send letters or send emails or phone in
and leave messages critical of the paper and
then don’t have the guts to sign or leave their
name or a phone number. I’ve gotten some
great letters I would have loved to publish but
no namey - no printey. Cowards. Look, I
can’t print it if I can’t verify it. I’m not look-
ing for a phone-a-friend and I’m sure not
seeking out new penpals. The best part of this
is all those people who wrote scathing letters
are telling their elitist friends, “See? I knew he
wouldn’t dare run my letter. Typical!”

Number 3 Crawsticker: People who get
half the information about a story and then go
off half-cocked and act like experts about the
latest development in the Ranchos when the
reality is they don’t know Jack. It’s not that
hard, it just requires a little effort. When the
bypass issue started to surface some were
saying that all the land around the bypass was
owned by Castle & Cooke and it was all their
doing to profit by our misfortune. Afew calls,
a few faxes and less than 30 minutes later we
had the parcel maps showing C&C didn’t
own ANYTHING around there. Duhhh.

Number 4 Crawsticker: Not enough
room to list more Crawstickers. Hmmm,
maybe in 2008 I’ll expand the editorial
page to TWO pages. Now THAT will
make ‘em lose their minds!

Have a Merry Christmas and the
happiest of New Years in 2008!

End of the Year Ramblings

O n e  way  t o  
m a k e  s u r e

c r i m e
d o e s n ' t  p ay  

w o u l d  b e
t o  l e t  t h e

g ov e r n m e n t
r u n  i t .  

The

Ray  Gun
S h o o t i n g  S t r a i g h t

t o  t h e  H e a r t

RONALD REAGAN
saying more in one quote

than others say in a lifetime

for seniors in their homes

Help a Senior During the Holidays

Call Home Instead

24-Hour & Hourly
CAREgivers

Needed
No criminal history and

car w/insurance required

256-1822
12
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The Board of Supervisors had its last meeting of
the year! I have learned a lot this past year watching
the Board in action and have seen a few changes. I
have to give Chairman Moss credit for guiding many
of the changes. When I started DOGging the Board it
wasn’t easy to get a chance to speak your mind on issues being deliberated by
the Board, now public comment is allowed at least twice during deliberations
and votes. Additions to the agenda now have to go through the County Council
before being added, the biggest change, however, after many years of speech-
es and hand wringing, the Board has finally taken an on-the-record stand: No
General Fund money will be used to subsidize special districts and all district-
caused expenses, direct or indirect costs, will be billed to the districts. This gets
a half a million dollar a year monkey off of our backs.

Next Year’s Issues
We get our day in court: In March, over the Brown act violation that

moved the $3.2 million from eastern Madera to the City of Madera for their
Ellis street overpass.

Fire mitigation fund issues: Should be fully investigated and either set-
tled/corrected or a lawsuit filed.

Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMPP): I anticipate a
battle over the “plan” in the IRWMP, with almost no public input I am afraid it
will not be our plan but Boyle Engineering and the RMA’s idea of what is best
for us instead. It will either be a very important document guiding the future of
Madera County or it will be a very expensive dust collector that supported a lot
of people that made their livings doing grant studies.

The IRWMP is being created from the study that we just spent hundreds of
thousands of our tax dollars financing. Public input into the “plan” was mini-
mal during the study. As the plan is being created, input on the draft was to be
taken in November, after we had a chance to look at the draft report. The final
plan was to be distributed in December (none of that input has been allowed)
and the Board will vote it into law in January. The study is a work in progress,
lots more to do, and it appears that the plan is being written to accomplish goals
rather than being a document that truly interprets the water study and provides
options. Could we have possibly missed a step in the process?

Special Districts: Will be an ongoing fight. It is hard for some politicians
to make the hard choices when it may cost them votes. We need to stay on top
of every hearing or they will be allowed to continue to feed at the public pork
trough called the General Fund.

Follow through: Another big battle will be to make sure the Board’s direc-
tion is followed. Much of what the Board tells staff to do seems to be with a
wink and a nod. Votes have been taken, direction has been given and then noth-
ing happens. Anyone demanding action is pacified at the meeting but then noth-
ing happens.

Paid Call Firefighters (PCFs) pay: The PCFs that respond in the fire
engines or in their personal cars when you dial 911 are not being treated fairly.
They are not paid for in-house medical aids. When you dial 911 because you
had a heart attack, or fell, or any other medical emergency, they drop what they
are doing, abandon their families, burn their gas getting there and the county
doesn’t think they should be paid for their time. It seems like every year PCFs
are being asked to spend more of their time training and being certified to serve
us better and again the county does not feel they deserve to be paid for their
time. Every year the number of PCFs is declining. This may be a good thing for
Calfire (we may need to add more highly paid career firefighters) but it is not
good thing for the citizens of Madera County.

Are they even listening: Another issue that may pop up relates to those
computer screens in front of everybody behind the Board’s pulpit. The idea
behind the computers was to have all of the backup documents on them rather
than a 3-inch binder for each of the supervisors. It has evolved into something
else. Supervisors sending instant messages back and forth (secret communica-
tions during meetings); Supervisors “multitasking”; SURFING the web while
citizens are pleading their case on an issue before the Board. Not listening to

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Please see DOG on P. 5
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It’s with a touch of sadness that I start off this edition of Random Notes. Tina Shannon,
the only sales rep I’ve had since I bought the paper three years ago, has decided to move on
and become a full-time Grandma. In less than two year’s time her kids have provided her
with two new grandbabies and a third on the way. I’m not sure what’s in the water over there
at the Shannon house but whatever it is it’s some fertile stuff.

Tina has been a sales rep for every newspaper that’s been here in the Ranchos. She sold
for Len Wilcox who started all of this back in the 90s
when it was the Madera County Independent, then for
Bill Bell when it became the Ranchos Independent
and finally for me these last three years. She has been
worth her weight in gold. She’s organized, motivat-
ed and knows everybody out here. In the early days
when I didn’t know my butt from my elbow (she
might say I still don’t), she was very helpful in
many ways.

Of course there were a few rough spots in
the road here and there. When Tina would get
an idea into her head I don’t think even an act
of Congress could shake it loose. There were a
few occasions where it was Tina’s way or no way, and I
respected her for that. I didn’t agree with her, but I respected her decision.

I am going to miss her, but any loss I might be sensing is nothing compared to the
full-time love her grandchildren are now going to receive. Of all the things I watched Tina do
in our office, she did nothing better than loving her grandkids. Good luck and God bless you,
Tina.

Got someone local that you are wracking your brain trying to figure out what to get him
or her for Christmas? I’ve got a no-fail solution: Get ‘em a brick!

Hold on, I’m not talking about any old brick you could find on the side of the road.
Over at Liberty High the Foundation for Golden Valley Schools is selling bricks per-

sonalized with your name or business. Talk about the gift that
keeps on giving! Long after you’re gone, there will
be a reminder for your kids, grandkids, even great
grandkids. Pharaohs did the same thing centuries
ago and their bricks are still standing, aren’t they?
We’re talking LEGACY, baby! A permanent tribute
at Liberty High to honor graduates, children, fami-
lies, local business or local organizations. They’re
only $60 and they last a lifetime. Pharaoh didn’t get
off that cheaply, but you can! Order forms are avail-
able at the GVUSD district office or by calling 645-
1218. You can also email Steph7170@earthlink.net.

They’ve even got GIFT CERTIFICATES available. Waiting for the catch? OK - you have
to act quickly if you want any say in where they place your new brick for eternity.

Finally, if you’ve got some hazardous household waste you need to get rid of, DON’T
flush it down the toilet or dig a hole out back by the well. Madera County now has a Household
Hazardous Waste Facility open and waiting for you at the Farmead Landfill at 21739 Road 19
in Chowchilla. They’re open on Saturdays only from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. They’ll accept just about
everything from motor oil to antifreeze, brake fluid, grease, batteries, ammonia-based cleaners,
etc., but they do limit how much. You get to bring in 15 gallons of liquid or 125 pounds of
solids per trip. They won’t accept radioactive material (hmmm ... wonder why?), med-
ical waste or large compressed cylinders. Call 675-7817 for more info and have fun!

Random Notes

35 Years of Experience • Leathers and Much More!

Tailoring, Alterations
and Repairs

645-5527
Molly’s Alterations

36619 Ave. 12
Madera Ranchos

Mon -Thu 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Fri 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat 8 a.m. -1 p.m. 12
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From Hal, Maryann, Christine & the Staff

Madera Ranchos • 645-7011
37184 Ave. 12 (next to subway)

We Deliver!

Happy
Holidays

12/07

PET BOUTIQUE

37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos
Open Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.645-PETS 12
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20% OFF SELECTED ITEMS
Check out our website at www.DogGoneCuteStore.com

Christmas Gifts for Pets & their Owners
Dog Gone Cute Storet

37075 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos12/07

Phone

662-8825

COMPLETE 
CREMATION

SERVICES
Includes: transportation within 50 miles,

durable urn and alternative container, 
one death certificate, permits and state tax.

Everything one needs for a direct,
simple cremation.

801 E. Yosemite Ave.

# FD-1697
Madera, CA 93638
Fax: (559) 662-8551

You can pre-plan yours today

$ 14
99

.89

12/07

Creating meaningful funerals 
that celebrate life

OUR

CREMATIO
N

PRIC
E IN

 M
ADERA

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent Place your ad TODAY at 645-0634

testimony or what is happening before
them and then voting on the issues
without hearing the facts is just plain
wrong.

Madera District Attorney: I have
reported many illegal and improper
actions to our County District
Attorney’s office and didn’t get any
response. I have made many calls and
left messages without any of them
being returned. Maybe the Grand Jury
or the voters should look into why the
District Attorney’s office will not deal
with illegal actions by our government.

Grand Jury: I have been DOGging
the Grand Jury pretty hard lately. I feel
like I need to explain. I am grateful for
and respect the individual citizens that
step up and give their time to be on the
Grand Jury. The Grand Jury is sup-
posed to be the watchdog for the rest of
the citizens. In past years our Grand
Jury has written fluff reports (they are

online – read them for yourselves). The
report that was published on the Water
Commission and IRWMP was not prop-
erly investigated or impartial.
Publishing that report has done more
damage to the credibility of the grand
Jury than anything they have done for
years. I do not disagree that the Water
Advisory Commission has problems or
that the IRWMP needs to be imple-
mented when it is finished. When you
read a Grand Jury report there should
be no doubt that it is impartial and that
the facts have been checked.

Water Advisory Commission:
There are Commissioners that may not
be suited for the task ahead. I am being
told that not all understand what they
are reading and may not have (or may
not be willing to invest) enough time in
the Commission to understand the
issues. I am very disappointed with the
Commission as a whole that they are
only willing to invest one meeting a
month to get started.

DOG con’t. from P. 4

feature to the conceptual plan is that
whatever is ultimately built will be
designed, constructed, owned, and
operated by the community and not
Madera County. A Special District
will be formed to create the revenue
for community ownership to take
place. Probably the most likely new
district structure that would be uti-
lized is a Community Services
District or CSD. Hundreds of commu-
nities throughout California that are
similar to the Ranchos have formed
CSD’s to build and operate such com-
munity facilities. CSD’s are governed
by boards of directors that are elected
from residents that live within the
boundaries of the proposed new dis-
trict. This is as close to local govern-
ment that our community can get. A
CSD could even be a “precursor” to
the ultimate formation and incorpora-
tion of a new city for our area.

The Organizational Committee

requests that you look for updates on
the “planning process” in the Ranchos
Independent. There will be some new
information on the process in each
monthly issue of the paper. The
Committee is very interested in hear-
ing your feed-back. If you would like
to get involved in the planning
process, if you have questions, or if
you would just like additional infor-
mation regarding this exciting
prospect, please contact the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce either
in person or by calling 645-4001. We
will be happy to hear from you. WE
NEED YOUR INPUT!

In the January issue of the paper
there will be an announcement for a
“Townhall Meeting” to take place dur-
ing the month of February. At this
meeting, a very detailed presentation
will be made by the Organizational
Committee, and the community will
have the opportunity to comment on
the conceptual plan. We hope that you
will plan to attend this meeting.

CENTER con’t. from P. 2
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To All My Loyal Clients:
I am giving up my position at the

Ranchos Independent as of Dec. 31,
2007. I am going to become a fulltime
GRANDMA . I have been blessed with
two beautiful granddaughters and one
more on the way, so I am going to be very
busy.

I would like to thank each and every
one of my clients who advertised in our
local paper. It has been a rewarding expe-
rience and I have made a lot of wonderful
friends in the past 15 years. I hope to see
you again some time soon.

Tina Shannon
Advertising Department

Dear Editor:
This night is the eve of a birth tomorrow
A child is born of both joy and sorrow

Matter not his name, he’s wrapped in golden fleece
Jesus, Buddha, Allah – all names of peace

Say his name and praise his birth
Ask for peace on earth

John Grauer
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
In November we held our annual Webster

School “Red Bucket” food drive, and once
again our Webster students brought in dona-
tions for their classrooms to assist in making

this year’s food drive another successful one.
All donations are distributed throughout the
community and our school benefits too.

In addition to our students, parents,
Webster school staff and other adult support,
we would like to give a big thanks to our busi-
ness owners for their kind generosity.

Thank you to Ranchos Dental, Jerry
Eddings Realtors, The Real Estate Network,
Hurst Hardware, Continental Realty and all of
our past business contributors for your support.

Thanks again,
Webster Parent Teacher Club

Dear Editor:
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and a

healthy and successful New Year. As president –
and soon becoming past president – I would like
to take this time to thank everyone for their sup-
port this past year and a special thank you to all
who volunteered so much of their time to help
make our chamber have a successful year.

I encourage our members and business-
es to get more involved or participate in more
programs and events. It is important and
helpful for business people to communicate
with other businesses and get things done
quicker and more efficiently. It takes commu-
nication and involvement from everyone to
make a great community.

Thank you,
Ollia Ridge
President, Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce

Letters
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Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

(559) 645-55320
www.ranchosdental.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM

RANCHOS DENTAL CARE
We are truly thankful for all of you who have supported us through
the year and look forward to a continuing relationship in the years
ahead. May you and your family be blessed with good health and
may your home be filled with happiness and joy this holiday sea-
son and throughout the year. If you do experience any dental emer-
gencies during this special time of the year, do not hesitate to give
us a call. We are always available to meet your dental needs.

37144 Avenue 12 #104 • Madera Ranchos
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The Bookshelf

By Ellen Mester

The Friends of the Ranchos Library Christmas Party and Tree Decorating, held on Dec. 6,
was quite jazzy this year — thanks to the Sierra Jazz Trio! They played traditional Christmas tunes
as well as some jazzed-up versions. Sierra High School students Nick Bell, Steve Spencer and
Jules Mester make up the Trio and played outstanding music. The food, the music and the com-
pany were all great. Thanks to all of you for taking part and sharing Christmas joy at the Library.

The Ranchos Library will be closed on Dec. 24 and 25 for Christmas. The Library will
also close early on Dec. 31 and be closed on Jan. 1 for the New Year holiday, so remember
to stock up on good books to read, videos to watch, or CD’s to listen to while you’re spend-
ing time with family and friends.

Tax time is coming around once again and the Library will have federal and state forms
available after Jan. 1. If you can’t find the form you need we will be happy to download it
and print it for you free of charge.

If you’d like to make a year-end donation to a non-profit organization that supports the
community in a variety of ways, think about donating to the New Library Committee. We
need funds to organize and advertise fundraisers, print informational material and to seed a
special account to purchase unique items for the library that will not be supplied by the
county. All donations are tax-deductible.

New Library Planning Committee Update
Some of you may have noticed the article in the Fresno Bee dated Nov. 24 that talked

about the plan to build new libraries in Madera County. The article listed a new library built
in Rio Mesa in 2010 and nothing about the Ranchos. We are not sure where the author got
his information — possibly he was looking at old plans. It is the understanding of this com-
mittee that the County intends to build a new library in the Ranchos in the near future. That
is the information that we have received from Supervisor Bigelow and have shared with the
community. We will continue to work toward that goal until we hear contrary information.
The NLPC will meet again on Jan. 16, 2008, at 7 p.m. in the Library. Everyone is welcome.

Parents, bring your small children to Monday Story Time at 11 a.m. with Mrs. Anderson.
This is a wonderful free opportunity for little ones to learn about the library while enjoying a
story read by a retired first grade teacher who has been our Story Time reader for over 15 years.

Book Recommendations
Adult Fiction: The Christmas Blessing by Donna Van

Liere. Remember the song about the Christmas Shoes where
the boy wants to buy his dying mother a pair of red shoes to
wear when she goes to Heaven? This is a continuation of
that story only the boy, Nathan Andrews, is now a medical
student working a rotation in pediatric cardiology. He’s
getting accolades from the doctors and patients for his
wonderful care and interest in each patient. The only
problem is that it’s taking a toll on him emotionally. He
is at a point where he wonders if he should actually
become a doctor at all. He is too emotionally involved
with his patients, especially one little boy named
Charlie. If you got a tear in your eye when you heard
The Christmas Shoes song, you’ll really get choked up
when you read this book. It is a good reminder of
what’s really important in life. 

Adult Non-Fiction: The Elephant in the Playroom by Denise Brody.
As many will testify, parenting is not for the faint-hearted. For parents of special needs
children it takes so much more. The author is a mother of a child who suffers from senso-
ry integration dysfunction. She researched and gathered first-hand experiences from other
parents of special needs kids. Often feeling isolated and misunderstood, the parents strug-
gle to have a normal family life while trying to cope with a child who appears perfectly
normal but doesn’t respond to his or her surroundings as most children do. Many have
tried expensive medication, counseling and therapy only to eventually discover what
works best for their individual child isn’t written in a book or a program. This is an eye-
opening book that will give most people a large dose of compassion for parents who face

this challenge every day. 
Juvenile Picture Book: Hannah’s Bookmobile Christmas

by Sally Derby. Eight year-old Hannah gets to ride in the
Bookmobile with her Aunt Mary as they make their rounds on a
snowy Christmas Eve. As the patrons happily check out books
from the Blue Bird, the 1970 blue school bus that was convert-
ed into a bookmobile, they leave special gifts for Mary and
Hannah which eventually turn into the best Christmas Eve
feast imaginable when the Blue Bird gets stuck in the deep
snow. Hannah and her aunt stay snug and warm all night in
the Bookmobile. In the morning the fresh white snow and
the sound of church bells welcomes in Christmas day.

Check out these books and more at the library and
don’t forget your library card … don’t leave home
without it!

Jazzy Christmas Party Closes Out Year for Madera Ranchos Library

645-1600
yyoouurr  llooccaall  rreettaaiilleerr  aanndd  nnooww  aa  UUPPSS  SShhiippppiinngg  OOuuttlleett

37167 Ave. 12 #5D • Madera Ranchos

We now install CUSTOM HOME THEATERS -
see and hear what you’ve been missing!

FREE VACATION
CERTIFICATE
WITH NEW

ACTIVATION

STOCKING
STUFFERS

We have a large selec-
tion of gift ideas and
stocking stuffers for
everyone on your list.
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The phone rang after midnight
alarming even my cat Lady Bug who all
but knocked the receiver from the stand
jumping from the bed to hide in the clos-
et.

It was from a young man I had not
seen or heard from in years, the youngest
son of my long-time friend George who,
on learning of the death of my dear wife
Pat and knowing me well enough to real-
ize the depth of my grief, had hitched a
ride out to my place to keep me compa-
ny.

And no way did he spout the usual
and meaningless “You’ll see her again in
heaven,” “She’s gone to her reward” and
“God called her home” chatter. Rather, he
set a tattered old satchel holding his mea-
ger earthly belongings on the floor, gave
me a hug and we sat on the floor and cried
until falling asleep sometime before day-
light. O1d George was that way, over-emo-
tional and melancholy, traits that I fully
shared which must in some strange way
have brought us together when we were
both on the juice back in the 1960s.

Anyhow, the midnight caller told me
that George had died, during a chilly and
lonely night out on the street where he
had been living on and off for the past
several years. Once the owner of a small
hamburger stand, beer and marijuana and
I-don’t-know-what-all had brought him

down.
He’d live on the streets for a time,

then sober up and work odd jobs before
falling back on the bottle, Rescue
Mission, Poverello House and eventually
the street with the police telling him to
“move on” a hundred times if they told
him once.

The family wanted me to come to the
funeral – I assumed to be a pallbearer –
but I explained that I did not drive any-
more and that at 84, was too old to carry
my fair share of the casket and would
likely breakdown and be an embarrass-
ment.

“None of that matters,” said the son,
“and we’ll pick you up and drive you
home.”

Of course I’d go, I said. old George
was my true-blue and longtime friend.

I thought a lot about George while he
stayed with me a day and a night. For one
thing, I remember he was so hungry he
ate six eggs, as many slices of toast and a
dozen slices of bacon for breakfast. And
he was in dire need of a shower, shave
and toenail trim and had a couple of what
appeared to be knife cuts that needed per-
oxide, Neosporin and bandaging.

George looked around the living
room at my antiques – a Victor “His
Master's Voice” wind-up phonograph,
Regulator wall clock and old brass bird
cage – with mild interest, but seemed

enthralled standing in front of my book-
case.

“Have you read all of these books?”
he asked.

“Many I have, and others are for ref-
erence in my writing.”

“Read me some poems,” he said. “I
haven’t read or heard a poem since I was
a kid.”

I looked through my sparse collec-
tion and pulled out something I thought
would interest him – “The Complete
Poems of Robert W. Service” – and set-
tled on “The Lone Trail” and “The
Cremation of Sam McGee.”

Actually, there’s not much I’d rather
do than read poems aloud. In fact, I do so
often but rarely to an audience. People as
a rule, I think, slough poetry off as old-
hat stuff. Well, not I who listened many
a time to Charles B. Garrigus, late
California Poet Laureate, Reedley
College professor, poet and novelist.
And oh, how he could recite poems,
especially on the creaking old Cayucos
pier on a moonlit night as the long crest
of waves caught what he called “moon
fire” before crashing and dying on the
shore.

I mean, he was like a bellowing
Roman Senator, and while there had ini-
tially been no one around to listen, sud-
denly there were a dozen, including
young couples holding hands and I don't
know anything more beautiful than that.

It turned out that old George wanted
me to read the whole damn 700+ page

Robert W. Service book, and “The Men
Who Don’t Fit In” three or four times.

Presently however, I reached for
Robert Frost and read him “The Road
Not Taken.”

O1d George looked at me and wept
when I bellowed out the last verse in my
best Garrigus manner:

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence;
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I-
I took the one less traveled by
And that has made the difference.
“I should have taken the other road,”

George admonished himself.
Well, it turned out that his family

didn’t want me to be pallbearer as I’d
first thought, which had worried me
because I’ve always been one to carry my
fair share of a load. Rather, they wanted
me to sit with the family and I probably
wept as much or more as any of them.

As I watched Old George’s casket
lowered into the ground, I suddenly
thought of Robert Frost’s poem again
and the line about “… two roads
diverged in a wood …” that so
enthralled him. I’d never thought of it
before, but either way, old George
would have ended up here anyhow
because the two roads eventually came
to the same end.

And then it occurred to me that this is
also that “on” place that police are contin-
ually telling street people to move to – but
they won’t be telling Old George that any-
more.

by Woody Laughnan

Page 8 December 2007

The  Olde  Cowboy
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Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday
Kid’s Church.............8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship......................10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Sunday School.......................8:30 a.m.
Youth...........................................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................7 - 8:30 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

You’re Somebody Here.

Madera
413 W. Yosemite Ave.

662-2800

River Park
80 E. Nees
446-6350

You’re Not Just Anybody -

12/07

$

ANY 3-FOOT
PARTY SUB* OR

PARTY TRAY*

Valid only at Ranchos Subway • 37164 Avenue 12 • 645-4953

COUPON

30 $55
FEEDS

8-10

ADULTS

W/COUPON ONLY
EXPIRES 1/31/08

NOT GOOD W/ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR COUPONS 

ANY 6-FOOT
PARTY SUB*

SANDWHICH

BUY ANY TWO
FOOT-LONG SANDWICHES

AT THE REGULAR PRICE
AND GET THE THIRD FOR 6-INCH SANDWICH WHEN YOU

BUY TWO 6-INCH SANDWICHES
AT THE REGULAR PRICE

GET  A

FREE!
FREE!

12/07

COUPON

*Party subs and sandwiches
require a 24-hour notice.

FEEDS16-20ADULTS
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent Place your ad TODAY at 645-0634
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Fine  Quality  Craftmanship

Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame 

Repairs
• Chroma Vision

Color Matching

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair
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MERRY  CHRISTMAS  &  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  FROM  THE  STAFF

674-8591

CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS

12/07

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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The Pastor’s Desk

“That’s what it’s all about, isn’t it?
That’s what it’s always been about! Gifts,
gifts, gifts, gifts, gifts, gifts, gifts! You wanna’
know what happens to your gifts? They all
come to me – in your garbage. I could hang
myself with all the bad Christmas neckties I
found at the dump. And the avarice – the
avarice never ends! ‘I want golf clubs. I want
diamonds. I want a pony so I can ride it
twice, get bored and sell it to make glue!’
Look, I don’t wanna’ make waves, but this
whole Christmas season is stupid, stupid, stu-
pid!” – the Grinch

None of us are as cynical as the Grinch
but most of us do realize the absurdity of the
commercialism that has become the
“Christmas season.” CNN reports that 54 per-
cent of Americans would like
to spend less money than they
did last year. CNN Money
reports that it will take the aver-
age family until May to pay off
holiday credit card debt. What
should be the season where we
stop and remember what is
truly important, we more often
get caught up in the commer-
cialism of it instead. Gallup
poles report that “… although
Christmas is among the holiest dates on the
Christian calendar, there appears to be no rela-
tionship between one’s depth of religious
commitment and one’s Christmas budget.”

Why do we get so wrapped up in the
commercialism of Christmas? All it does is
make us feel less satisfied and less significant.
The bible says in Luke 12:15, “a man’s life
does not consist in the abundance of his pos-
sessions.” Why do we live like it does?

When we allow ourselves to be wrapped
up in the commercialism of Christmas we end
up with more expenses and feeling more wor-
ried about our expenses. The bible also says,
“The more you have, the more you spend,
right up to the limits of your income.”
(Ecclesiastes 5:11 The Living Bible)

What is the antidote to the commercial-
ism of Christmas? Learn the secret of content-

ment. Mary, upon hearing she was going to
give birth to Jesus, in an amazing statement of
faith, trust and ultimate contentment in God’s
plan said, “I am the Lord's servant … may it
be to me as you have said,” (Luke 1:38). Mary
was content to live out the simple plan God
had orchestrated for her. Likewise, the apostle
Paul said, “I have learned the secret of being
content, whatever the circumstances,”
(Philippians 4:11). Contentment is not some-
thing that comes naturally. It is a heart attitude
that must be cultivated and learned.

This Christmas we would be more ful-
filled, more happy and less stressed (not to
mention have more money in January) if we
practiced the heart attitude of contentment. The
wisest man who ever lived was named
Solomon. He learned this secret of contentment

later in life. Solomon gave us
great instructions that are very
beneficial as we move into the
Christmas season. He said in
Ecclesiastes 6:9, “It is better to
be satisfied with what you have
than to be always wanting some-
thing else.” (Good News
Bible/Today’s English Version)

Go ahead, try it this year.
Learn the lesson of contentment.
Teach the lesson of contentment

to your children. Choose to cut back a little on
the Christmas shopping. Remind yourself that
life doesn’t consist in the abundance of posses-
sions. Live a little on the flipside of commer-
cialism this Christmas. Spend a little less
money on material things and a little more time
on the important things (loving God and loving
people). I know there are some churches in the
area that would love to help you refocus on the
truly important things this holiday season. 

Contentment is a choice you must
choose; it will not come naturally. But if you
choose to make the choice of contentment,
this Christmas season can be one of joy, peace
and satisfaction like none other.

Blessings,
Pastor Karl and the folks at Flipside Christian
Church

Grinch Right About Christmas?
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121 N. Gateway Dr., Madera

674-6735

Great Holiday 
Gift Items:

Clothing
Jewelry
& More

Horse Tack, Wranglers & Gift Items

Mon. - Sat. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Open Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. until Christmas

Valley Feed

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

12/07 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED  OF  PAYING
FOR  FLOOD  INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood

insurance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Pity the TV owner whose tube finally
blows after 20 years. When he or she goes into
the electronic superstore to replace the set, a
whole new generation of shapes and sizes, not
to mention a bewildering array of technolo-
gies from Plasma to LCD to DLP awaits.
Terms that did not exist just a few years ago,
such as HDMI, response time and full HD
will be everywhere and a wall of TV’s will
cause the jaw to drop leaving nothing less than
a feeling of being overwhelmed. Even veteran
HDTV owners are sometimes a bit perplexed
by the numbers and specs coming from the
different marketers. Unfortunately, that is to
the detriment of consumers who are confused
over what they are actually getting.

LCD refers to Liquid Crystal Display,
Plasma is a gas injected screen and DLP
means Digital Light projection. Which one
works best for you will be determined by the
amount and type of lighting in your home and
the size of your budget. The size of screen that
will work best should be determined by the
viewing distance. It is recommended that 2-3

times the width of the screen should be the
distance back. As an example, if you have a 50-
inch wide screen the seating should be at least
100 inches or almost 8 ½ feet away from the
TV.

The latest, must-have feature is 1080“p”
which stands for “progressive” or the way the
image is delivered in one fell swoop in 1/60th
of a second. An “interlaced” image (as in 1080
“i”) is painted as every other line each 1/30th
of a second. Simply put, 1080p is better than
1080i. Just remember that a TV picture is only
as good as the signal coming into it. The con-
tent providers – satellite, cable, or your own
DVD player – all provide some sort of a sig-
nal into your TV. If you do some research and
do not hesitate to ask some pointed questions
you can get many years of enjoyment from
your new HDTV.

One other thing, the picture you get is only
half of the experience; sound quality is the other
… but that is a whole other matter.

For further information and consultation
contact Central Valley Wireless at 645-1600.

Asking Santa for an HD Big Screen?
Right Questions Mean Right Choices

sales closed.
Carole White, Mortgage Consultant for

California Home Loans and Ranchos resident
expects, “Current market conditions will likely last
another 6-12 months,” White said. “Unfortunately
this appears to be the tip of the iceberg as many peo-
ple have gotten into some pretty bad loans over the
past few years.” Carole advises people to do their
homework and shop for the right loan. The teaser rates
advertised are rarely the best deals available and
nobody can give you an accurate quote without
knowing your particular situation and needs. “Check
with family, friends or associates for referrals from
people who’ve been satisfied with their lender,” White
said.

She also specializes in Reverse Mortgages
which are gaining in popularity. “Under the right
circumstances, these loans work beautifully,” she
said. White has many satisfied customers in these
programs.

Congress recently passed legislation to create a
standardized, Nationwide Mortgage Licensing
System and Registry. The Mortgage Reform and
Anti Predatory Lending Act of 2007 will standard-
ize mortgage licensing requirements and will require
additional educational requirements, criminal back-
ground checks and FBI fingerprint clearance for all
licensees.

The Bush administration just announced a
plan for a five-year freeze on mortgage rates for bor-
rowers facing the threat of default on subprime mort-
gages. Many of these loans had initial rates of 7 – 8
percent and are scheduled to reset at much higher
rates of up to 11 percent. This could add $350 to the
typical monthly payment of $1,200. Under this

freeze, rates would remain at the lower introductory
rate for five years.

According to the framework, loans eligible for
streamlined refinancing or modification such as an
interest rate freeze must be an owner-occupied home
with an adjustable rate mortgage loan that was orig-
inated between Jan. 1, 2005 and July 31, 2007, with
an initial interest rate reset between Jan. 1, 2008 and
July 31, 2010. Under the guidelines, only borrowers
with FICO scores less than 660 facing an increase in
monthly payments greater than 10 percent will be
eligible for fast-track loan modifications. Borrowers
who don’t meet the "FICO test" may qualify for loan
modifications after individual reviews of their cur-
rent income and debt obligations. 

“This is not a ‘silver bullet’ solution for all
homeowners, but will help reduce the impact of the
housing downturn on the economy and communi-
ties affected by foreclosures,” said Treasury
Secretary Henry Paulson.

Hopes are this plan will buy time for home-
owners about to be forced out of their homes and as
the housing market stabilizes and sales and prices
rebound, homeowners with these frozen mortgage
rates will have time to refinance into more affordable
fixed loan rates. 

Whether you qualify for this plan or not it’s
important to contact your lender immediately if
you’re having problems paying your mortgage to
see what options you might have. Do not ignore
the situation hoping it will get better or go away.

“This market is totally different than anything
we've ever seen. It’s definitely a buyer’s market and
a great time for first time homebuyers to purchase
their first home,” said Patty Grissom. “Interest rates
are down so many people who may not have quali-
fied for a loan earlier may very well qualify now.”

MORTGAGE con’t. from P. 2
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Senior Report

By Eleanore Burchell

Our Christmas Boutique was a huge
success. Many thanks to the hard working
members of the Ranchos/Hills Seniors, Inc.
at 37330 Berkshire Drive. We had home-
made jellies, pickles, baked goods, candies,
Christmas breads, tote bags and many
Christmas decorative items. We also want to
thank the Ranchos/Hill community for com-
ing and supporting our efforts.

The next monthly sale will be held on
Saturday, Feb. 2, 2008. The garden area has
many nice trees for you to plant in your yard.
This will be the perfect weather to put them
in as they will be well settled in by the time
summer comes again. By February, we also
may have many nice shrubs and flowering
plants for your yard. The Treasure House
will also be open and waiting to wish you a
Happy New Year. We have many new win-
ter items to show you. The bake sale, pro-
duce and boutique sections are held in the
main building from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. The
bake sale has cookies, candy, breads, pies
and cakes. The produce section has persim-
mons, oranges, tangerines, grapefruit and
lemons. However, that may change daily so
come in to check out what is there. There are
a few cookbooks left and they are $12 each.
The boutique items will be displayed on the
shelves in the main building. Come in and
see the necklaces, earrings, paintings,
antiques, china items, etc.

We don’t want you to forget us during
the week so remember the plant, produce
and boutique sections are available Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
Thursday evenings between 6 and 9 p.m.

If you are new to the area, lonely or just
lost a spouse, we welcome you to come to
see us. We are here for you. Many of our
members have surely experienced your same
situation.

THE UP SIDE
ARobert Browning quote: “Ah, a man’s

reach should exceed his grasp, or what’s a
heaven for?” So remember the real reason
for the season and have a very Merry
Christmas!

Our next travel plans sponsored by the
Ranchos/Hills Seniors, Inc. is a 7-day
Mexico adventure on a ship in January,
2008. Joann does our travel planning so if
you are interested in joining us come in or
call to talk with her at 645-4864. Remember,
you need NOT be a member to participate in
our trips. For more information on other
upcoming trips, call Joann at 645-4864. 

A Panama Canal cruise is in the plan-
ning for April 14 – 28. A flight to Fort

Lauderdale, Fla. will be made and then
board the ship with stops in Jamaica and
Cartagena, Columbia. Then it’s off through
the locks of the canal and exiting into the
Pacific Ocean with dockings in Costa Rica,
three in Mexico, namely Huatulco, Acapulco
and Cabo San Lucas. The trip concludes in
San Francisco where we will disembark.
This is really a spectacular cruise. For more
information call Joann at 645-4864 or come
in for a flyer. Again, you need NOT be a
member to participate in this cruise.

There will be NO BINGO held until our
remodeling is complete.

If you need someone to laugh with,
come join our Thursday evening potlucks
with games played afterward. There is a lot
of fun here. Remember, laughter is good for
your body and soul and being happy does
not mean everything is perfect – it means
you have decided to see beyond the imper-
fections!

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch program

Monday through Friday at 11:30 a.m.
Suggested price for 60 years and older is
$1.75. Reservations are needed a day in
advance so remember to call Joann at 645-
4864. We have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. The partic-
ipants are getting more than just exercise by
attending. They have fun and share laughs.
There is still room for you and you can
attend all three days or just one or two of
them. The Line Dancing class is also a great
way to exercise. They meet on Fridays at
12:30 p.m. This combines fun and exercise.
You do not need to be a member to attend
these classes. We have a large group, but
there is always room for one more – you! Fill
your car with your friends or neighbors; they
will enjoy finding new friends here, too.

Come in and check these classes out.
Our watercolor classes held on Wednesdays
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. are open and free to
the Ranchos community adults. No prior
watercolor experience is needed. The
instructor can be reached by calling 645-
1137.

Up and Coming Events
February 2, 2008 Monthly Sale, 8 a.m.

to 1 p.m. 
Weekly Events

Monday through Friday Lunch
Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed,
call Joann at 645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to 11:30
a.m.

Please see SENIORS on P. 21 12/07

Christmas Boutique Success for Seniors
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HAPPY WITH YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE?
ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH?

I CAN HELP YOU!!!

FREE
FAMILY ROOM CARPET CLEANING

GET YOUR HOUSE READY FOR

THE HOliDAYS!
559-676-0760
W/THIS COUPON • EXPIRES 12-31-07

PINNACLE CARPET CARE
make your appointment early! 12-07
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The Stock Report

NEED MORE
SPACE?

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #526211CCL #526211

12/07

123 East 9th Street at “D” • Madera 

• Radiator Flushes &
New Coolant Added

• Heaters Repaired 
& Replaced

559-674-9953

WINTERIZE YOUR CAR
call Holiday’s Auto Service today!

Family Business

Since 1948

12/07

auto service
holidays

1706 Howard Rd. • Madera
559-674-0071

Thanks!

MMaayy  yyoouurr  hhoolliiddaayy  sseeaassoonn  hhiitt  aallll  tthhee  hhiigghh
nnootteess..  WWee’’rree  aallwwaayyss  hhaappppyy  ttoo  hheeaarr  ffrroomm  yyoouu..  

12/07

By Audrey Stock

Hi Neighbors,
The holidays have started and Christmas

is just a few days away. What a busy year this
has been! 2007 started with a shock, when our
Superintendent Marilyn Shepherd decided to
quit Golden Valley and move to Monterey
Unified School District the first of the year.
Golden Valley Unified was right in the middle
of so many projects that I was worried but we
hired an interim Superintendent named Vi
Chuck who picked up the pieces and held us
together until we were able to hire a new
superintendent and I am pleased to say Sarah
Koligian is doing a great job.

One of our biggest challenges this year
was to finish negotiations with Castle and
Cooke to build four elementary schools in
their large development which will bring over
5,000 new students to Golden Valley. It only
took 11 months of blood, sweat and tears to
come to an agreement with them.

For my birthday this year my son Bob
invited the family to come to his home in
Carpinteria, a cute little beach town next to
the Pacific Ocean. My son, Rick Stock, drove
us down to Carpinteria in his motor home. It
was the best birthday present that I could
have had, being with my children and some
of my grandchildren for the day. I had to
hurry back for a school board meeting but at
least I had the day with my family.

In November I had the opportunity to
travel to China with the Madera Chamber of
Commerce. There were 106 of us that made
this incredible trip. It all started with a 5-hour
bus trip to LAX airport and a 14-hour plane
ride to Shanghai, China. Then there was
another hour in the Shanghai airport and
another 2-hour flight to the Beijing airport. It
was 24 hours from my bed at home to the bed
in the Beijing Xinyuan Hotel. When we final-
ly got to our beautiful hotel we only had time
to sleep for 4 hours and it was time to get up
and start our China adventure. All of the
hotels had really great breakfast buffets with
lots of choices of food. At 7 a.m. our wonder-
ful tour guide, Jason, met us in the lobby. He

had met us at the airport that morning and
was with us the entire trip. Jason is funny,
smart, kind and knows his Chinese history
well. He matched the tours so that everyone
could keep up but he also pushed us so that
we could see as much of his country as possi-
ble. I bought a new digital camera for this trip
and I got some great shots. For nine days it
was a non-stop adventure. I could write a
book about this trip and the people I traveled
with. In Beijing I stood on the Great Wall of
China, visited the tombs of the emperors of
the Ming Dynasty, visited a jade factory and
a cloisonné factory and mastered the “squatty
potty” all on the first day.

In Beijing I visited a Chinese hospital for a
lecture on herbs, traveled to the Forbidden City
of the Ming Dynasty, walked on Tian an Men
Square and then took off to the Summer place of
the last Ming Empress of China. We capped off
the evening with Beijing (Peking) Duck.

My travels included Suzhou with its
waterway called the Oriental Venice of the
East, the same one on which Marco Polo trav-
eled. Next was Hangzhou which Marco Polo
called the “City of Heaven” because of its
beautiful gardens. Our last city was Shanghai
and what a city it is. Eighteen million people
live here with an extra 2 million tourists and
business people visiting each day. Shanghai
will host the World Expo in 2010 so they are
building six new subway systems, a light rail
train system and more elevated highways to
move people. There are so many other places
that I experienced on this trip but I am run-
ning out of space.

I just got home from China in time to cook
Thanksgiving dinner and then re-packed my suit-
case again for a school board trip to San Diego for
all the school board members of the state of
California conference. More walking, more stairs
to climb, and more lectures to listen to.

I love Christmas and the excitement of
having my family together and wish the same
for you. As 2007 comes to a close we cele-
brate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and
hope that Christmas will be a happy time for
you and yours and that 2008 will bring you
joy and blessings.

A Modern Marco Polo Sees China



By Dave Johnson

‘Tis the season to find a reason to
help us follow through with our resolu-
tions. (Try repeating that sentence five
times after sipping Champagne during
your New Year’s celebration). I know
you will celebrate responsibly right?

What is your New Year’s resolu-
tion? To get in better shape? Lose
weight? Spend more quality time with
your spouse and/or children? Learn
how to reduce the stress in your life?
To eat healthier? To work on your abil-
ity to focus? Increase your mental
alertness? Increase your flexibility?
Establish the self-confidence necessary
to erase any doubt that you could suc-
cessfully defend yourself if forced to?
Or maybe fulfill that dream of achiev-
ing the rank of Black Belt? Remember,
the more you improve yourself, the
more you have the ability to improve
the lives of others. So what is your plan
to make sure you stick to your resolu-
tions? Here are a few suggestions that
may help: 

1. Write your resolutions down.
2. Place this list where you will see

them as often as possible.
3. Write how you will go about

accomplishing these resolutions step by
step.

4. Establish a realistic date of
mandatory completion. 

5. Give this list to someone who
will motivate you and keep you on
track.

6. Establish a reward system.
7. List the negative consequences

of not fulfilling these resolutions.
8. Include another person who

shares similar resolutions.
9. Place the question “What action

did you take today that brought you
closer the fulfillment of your resolu-
tions?” on your bathroom mirror.

Of course the most effective way to
fulfill most common resolutions is to
include the study of martial arts into
your day-to-day life. You will be
amazed at how many areas of your life it
will positively affect. Conditioning,
focus, stress reduction, weight loss,
improved self-confidence, camaraderie,
family unity and it comes with a built-in
professional motivator. Additionally,
unlike most other sports – football,
baseball, basketball or soccer, for exam-
ple – martial arts can be enjoyed year
round.

Because MY New Year’s resolution

is to find a way to help parents discov-
er the many amazing benefits of martial
arts study, I’ve launched a “Parents
Train Free” program. SEE the Golden
Valley Martial Arts Ad in this issue of
the Ranchos Independent and call for
details. Just one more way of partner-
ing with you to make sure you fulfill
your many New Year’s resolutions.

A final New Year’s question: What
have you done to ensure that your children
have the ability to stay safe? If you
haven’t taught them basic self-defense
skills yet, maybe I’ll see you soon. Give
your children the tools they need. Enroll
them into Golden Valley Martial arts for
2008. 

Day to Day Safety
Finally, let me leave you with some

tips to help make it a Safe 2008!
There are many things you can do

Day to Day to increase your level of
safety and decrease you chances of
becoming a victim. First, we must
remember that prevention and pre-
paredness should be our focus and
defensive awareness should be our
state of mind. Prevention comes from
education, action and consistency.
Preparedness reduces paranoia and
increases self-confidence. Effective
preparedness comes from realistic
training. So what simple things can we
do to increase our level of safety on a
day to day basis? 

1. Try your best to plan out your
day and then let someone you know and
trust know about these plans. 

2. Touch base with this person
throughout the day at specific agreed-to
times. Keep in mind that unless you
perform #2, #1 is useless. 

3. Develop a “Code Word” or
“Code Phrase” to use should you find
yourself in a dangerous situation and
able to make a phone call. By utilizing
just these three steps you have created
a sort of “safety net” should something
go wrong. If your special someone is
not contacted at the agreed-to time or if
they are contacted with the code word
or phrase, emergency actions and pre-
planned responses can be implemented
immediately.

Now let’s talk about ways to avoid
a bad situation altogether. 

4. Get out of the “Automatic
Mode.” It is easy for a majority of us to
fall into this category. We get up at the
same time, we do the same things and
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New Year Resolution Solution
Safe & Sound

Golden Valley Martial Arts

Attend as many classes as you want for no extra charge.
We require NO Contracts. There are NO Testing fees.

Private Lessons Available!

Bully-Proof your kids and get in
the Best Shape of your life.

Learn: Seieido, Taekwondo, Mixed Martial 
Arts, Jujitsu, Self-Defense against
Multiple Opponents, 
Weapon Disarms.

Parents Train FREE!
with enrolled children • call for details

Contact Master Johnson 559-917-5262www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com
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STUDENT POPULATION IS LIMITED! CALL NOW!

Happy

Holidays!

Please see SAFE on P. 20

Make YourNew YearSAFE!

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801 • 645-157037405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801 • 645-1570

Great Gift Ideas to Help Santa!

7999$148 piece
Tool Set 4999$70 piece

Tool Set
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TOOLS • TOOLS • TOOLS • TOOLS
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To Advertise 
Call 

645-0634

TREES, SHRUBS & FLOWERS

NEXT TO HURST’S HARDWARE

Great Prices & We Deliver

John Finley • 974-2117
37398 Berkshire Drive • Madera Ranchos

CM&N Nursery

12/07

10% 
OFF

WITH THIS COUPON

FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL 
SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

38 Years 

Experience
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
Everyone here is revved up to wish you a high-
powered holiday celebration, where everything

runs smoothly!

MERRY CHRISTMAS
From Our Family To Yours!

Thank You
for your support

throughout
the year

645-8918
12/07

So many kind words have been written and said about Diane from the people of the Madera
Ranchos. My family and I were very comforted by this and in response we would like to share
a little insight into Diane’s life with all of you.

Diane (Guerra) Felix was born on June 28, 1963 in Fresno. She was the youngest of seven
children, five boys and two girls. I called her "Kiddo,” a term I used affectionately. We grew up
in Kerman and lived there until about 1967 then we moved to Gilroy. From Gilroy we moved to
San Jose in 1969. We all lived there until we got out of school. Diane lived there till the late 1980s
when she got married and moved to Modesto. 

Diane always had a love for life. She had a great sense of humor. She would always open
her home to everyone for the holidays or just to get together for a BBQ or birthday. Diane always
was looking for ways to improve things. She would always be looking for something new to
learn. She was an avid reader and loved to read many types of books from fiction to non-fiction.
When Patty was born in 1994, Diane had fulfilled her life long dream of being a mother. She was
the best mom anyone could have; she learned that from our mother. She conveyed her zest for
learning to Patty. Her nurturing brought out the best in Patty and Patty is growing up to be a beau-
tiful, decent, kind and respectful person, just like her mom. 

Around early 2000 she had to move on with her life and go it alone with just her and Patty.
Even though this was a very challenging time in her life she always kept a positive attitude. Our
family did what we could to help her out during this difficult time. She stayed strong, never let-
ting it get her down, though we knew she was struggling at times. Diane, Patty and my mother
lived together during this time looking for the right place to call home. 

They ended up in the Madera Ranchos where my father had just bought a home. She built
a good life for herself and Patty there and seemed to have finally found peace and happiness for
herself. She got involved in the community and embraced it, which welcomed her as well. We
saw Diane was very happy in the Ranchos. We were so happy for her and for the love and sup-
port the community gave her. This is what makes her passing so much harder, knowing that she
had finally found a place where she belonged and called home.

I know the community will help us in supporting Patty. This community of the Madera
Ranchos has touched my family and myself with their kindness and support. I am glad Diane
lived here for as long as she did; I wish it could have been longer. 

When things like this happen it makes us think about when was the last time we spoke to
each other and really talked. I know I had some great talks and a lot of laughs with my sister, I
am just sad that we will never have those talks or laughs again. Diane’s passing has left a big hole
in the hearts of my family and myself and those holes will always be there, but it comforts us to
know Diane left a positive note on everyone with whom she came in contact. She resonated
through the community.

Again we thank all of her friends in the community for their support through this difficult
time. Thank you all from the Guerra and Pena Family: Father – Genaro Guerra; Mother –
Martina Pena; Sister – Margaret Guardado; Brothers – Jr., James, Martin, Richard and David
Guerra; all her uncles, aunts, nieces and nephews.

I know Diane is in heaven – it’s a place made for someone like her. I will truly miss you
sister – you may be gone but you will never be forgotten. Your spirit will live on in our hearts
forever. 

From my aching heart, 
James Guerra

My Sister Diane
a remembrance of Diane Felix by her brother

By James Guerra
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KIWANIS
KORNER

Seasons Greetings Ranchos
Community. We hope everyone had a won-
derful Thanksgiving Holiday and are already
preparing with friends and family for a great
Holiday Season. We wanted to give our little
community an update covering all the activi-
ties the Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos-Madera
has been involved in over this past month.

The Community College Run, which
was hosted by the Kiwanis Club and was held
at Woodward Park on Dec. 1, was another suc-
cessful fundraiser thanks once again to John
Minney. The run started at 8 a.m. with 74 par-
ticipants competing in three categories, ranging
from kids to 70+. Community College Run
generated nearly $2,500 dollars which is used to provide college scholarships for our local residents.

Our Kiwanis Club also inducted three new members during the month of November.
President Pam Glueck and Vice President John Herrera welcomed our newest members ear-
lier this month: Cindy Ceja with Vulcan Materials, Sarah Koligian, Superintendent with

Golden Valley School District, and Travis
Hart with Hart Photography Gallery &
Unique Gifts, were enlisted into the club
and already are making an impact in mak-
ing our club even stronger.

On Nov. 10 and 11, the Kiwanis Club of
the Ranchos-Madera teamed up with the Boy
Scouts of America and four students from
California State University, Fresno in spear-
heading a campaign to help clean up our envi-
ronment and provide a community service, free
of charge to the public, by collecting used elec-
tronic waste at the Madera Ranchos Market.

Electronic waste collected included
computers, cell phones, televisions, VCR’s,
fax machines, etc. Every year, obsolete and
discarded electronic products account for 20

to 50 million tons of the world’s hazardous waste. With global warming heating the environ-
mental forefront, the Ranchos Kiwanis with the dedicated help from the local Boy Scout Troop
118 and the students from Fresno State certainly lent their hands in support to this noteworthy
cause. This campaign was the first of its kind in our area so the expectations were unsure, but
by the end of the operation more than two 18-wheeler trailers had been filled beyond capacity.
Needless to say it was a huge success for this community service project and as a fundraiser.
Maybe in the spring we will provide the service again.

Once again the Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos-Madera, wishes everyone safe travels
during this Holiday Season and of course a Happy New Year!

If you are interested in volunteering
some time and giving back to your com-
munity, please feel free to contact any of
our new officers for 2007-2008. They
would be happy to answer your questions. 

President - Pam Glueck
President Elect - Steven Monk
Past President – Chris Parks
Vice President - John Herrera
Secretary - Sandy Monk
Treasurer - Charisse Stindt
Board Member – Ollie Ridge
Board Member – Marie Cameron
Board Member – Virgina Vick
Board Member – Bruce Blair
Board Member – John Glueck

On Nov. 10 and 11, the Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos-
Madera teamed up with the Boy Scouts and four students
from Fresno State to help remove unwanted, discarded
electronics from the Ranchos in an attempt to help the envi-
ronment in the process.

Electronics recycler Sypher Lee (left) helps
Cody Dunn (center) load used computer equipment
in one of the several huge bins in front of Ranchos
Market while Casey Diaz helps. 

Charlie Diaz takes the wheel of the forklift and
loads up the used electronic equipment for the joint
Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos-Madera, Boy Scouts
and Fresno State clean-up project.

Photos Courtesy of John Glueck

John was born in Kanawha, Iowa,
the youngest of 11 children. He had to
quit school after 8th grade at the request
of his elderly father to work on the fam-
ily farm. He married Ruth on Aug. 25,
1949 and continued farming until 1961.
Then he moved the family to California
and worked as a cattle rancher for over
25 years in Madera County. He has lived
in the Madera Ranchos since 1969. He
was determined to get a high school
education and went to night school and
graduated in 1965. After retiring from
cattle ranching, he drove gravel truck
for his son at Al's Concrete and traveled
extensively with Ruth throughout the
U.S. and Canada with their travel trailer.

John was loved and will be missed

by Ruth, his wife of 58 years; children
Alan Katuin and wife Sherry of Shaver
Lake; Victoria Barlow of Madera
Ranchos; Dennis Katuin and wife Trudy
of Clovis; Mary Vosburg and her hus-
band Larry of Las Vegas, Nev.; Curtis
Katuin and his wife Tammy of Madera
Ranchos; 12 grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren; sister Anna Paulsen of
Clarion, Iowa; nieces and nephews; and
many life-long friends in Iowa and
California.

Funeral services were held at
Trinity Lutheran Church on Thursday,
Dec. 6. Memorial donations may be sent
to Trinity Lutheran Church or the
American Parkinson's Disease
Association.

In Memoriam

John Katuin
January 1, 1925

November 30, 2007
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By Sarah Koligian, GVUSD Superintendent 

I recently attended the California
School Board Association’s annual educa-
tional conference in San Diego with our
Governing Board Members. The theme of
the conference was appropriately titled,
“Courageous Conversations and Our
Community.” It was an excellent conference
with more workshop sessions offered than
one could possibly attend. There were con-
ference workshop strands covering several
different strands such as Effective
Governance, Finance and Facilities, Parent
Involvement, Student Achievement, Student
Wellness and Technology, just to name a few.
Each day was filled with a myriad of educa-
tional topics that school districts, both small
and large, are facing today in California. The
conference was attended by approximately

3,000 school board members and superin-
tendents throughout the state which made it a
perfect venue for networking with others. 

One of the highlights of the conference
for me was listening to best-selling author,
speaker, and teacher, Mark Salzman, who
addressed us during the General Session. His
presentation focused on his recently pub-
lished book, True Notebooks – A Writer’s
Year at Juvenile Hall. Mr. Salzman’s story
focused on his experience as a volunteer
writing teacher at L.A.’s Central Juvenile
Hall, a lockup facility for violent teenage
offenders, many of them charged with mur-
der. What he found so moved and astonished
him that he began to teach there regularly.
The stories in his book captured the thoughts
and emotions that these youth had experi-
enced through their lives of crime and their
lives behind bars. Through their verbal and
written narratives, they expressed how they
came to terms with their crime-ridden pasts
and how they searched for a reason to
believe in their future selves. The stories
were insightful, comic, honest and tragic, but
they were truly an example of how these
youth were able to learn from their pasts
through the redemptive power of writing. 

One of the stories Mr. Salzman shared
was of a young man by the name of Kevin.
It really hit home with me as an educator
and as a parent. Mr. Salzman frequently kept
in touch with his students, even after they
left the juvenile detention facility.
Sometimes he heard back from them and
sometimes he did not. In the case of Kevin,
he had not heard from him for two years
after he left the facility, until one day Kevin

responded to him by sending Mr. Salzman
the following poem, titled Dear Friend.

“Hello there old friend, at the moment
I’m kind of down.

It seems as though this is the end. I
haven’t had the chance to see you around.

I’ve been sitting here bereft, alone,
locked down.

But now I have a window and I see you
every night.

Times are hard, but I’ll be all right.
Gun towers, barbed wire is all I see, no

matter how far I travel, I glance up,
And there you’ll be.
It’s good to have a friend like you. At

times you help me shine through. 
I still have a long journey to go, 
But I’ll be free again. I’ll use the time to

grow.
In not just one way, but all,
There’s a lot for me to learn. So I’m

gonna start like a baby, with a crawl.
Though the road may seem long and

far, eventually I’ll make it, dear old friend,
North Star.”

The power of these words got me think-
ing about how we can make or break some-
one’s world just through random acts of
kindness, a thoughtful word, a friendly
smile, a caring touch, or a listening ear. As
educators, parents, grandparents and volun-
teers, we have a wealth of opportunities to
make a difference and to positively impact
children’s lives by acting as that “North
Star” for them. As we make our New Year’s
resolutions for 2008, I challenge you to
think about how you can become a “North
Star” in a child’s life. 

Golden Valley Unified School
District Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

Are You Somebody’s “North Star”?
After 20 years in the private sector,

new GVUSD Chief Business Official, Jim
Monreal continues to transition to a new
career in the public sector and the many
hats that are worn throughout the day.

Mr. Monreal started full time in his role at
GVUSD on Sept. 1 after spending the 2006-
2007 school year in a similar role at Caruthers
Unified School District. He has stepped into
the district that has seen transitions in their
business department in the past. Besides the
business function of the district, Mr. Monreal
also oversees the Maintenance, Operations and
Transportation Manager, David Baughman,
the Facilities Director, Pete Petersen, and
Cafeteria Manager, Geri Meddock. 

With the many projects that GVUSD is
“time-lining,” such as the Ranchos Middle School
Construction, LHS Sports Field Lighting, LHS

Phase 2 Roads and partnership with Madera
County Office of Education Special Education
Building, multi-tasking is not just an option, but a
daily requirement. According to Mr. Monreal,
“There truly is no chance for boredom. I truly wel-
come the opportunity to have a positive impact in
a district dedicated to the success of its students.”

Mr. Monreal considers himself a rookie
to the educational field, however his family
is very much involved. His father, Anthony is
currently Board President in Raisin City, Ca.
His mother, Minie, is a retired administrative
assistant from Firebaugh-Las Deltas Unified.
His older brother, Anthony Jr., is currently
Deputy Superintendent for the State of
California for Curriculum and Instruction.

Mr. Monreal and his wife Peggy have
been married over 22 years and have been
blessed with nine beautiful children.

New CFO for GV

Jim Monreal brings 20 years of private
sector expertise to his new position as GVUSD
Chief Business Official.

Ranchos Middle School opened its fall theatre season with a bang with
its production of Murder at Mike’s. Set in the 1950’s like a scene out of Happy
Days, in the play the lead character Mike attempts to defy the odds and
become an honest businessman as he opens Mike’s Diner, but secrets are kept
and murder follows in this mystery. This has to be one of the best Ranchos
Middle School productions yet.

Hats off to the director, Mrs. Shellie Roth, the middle school cast,
administration and all of the supporting parents and community.  If you
missed it, plan to attend the next production in the spring. You don’t want to
be left out! The play took place Nov. 29 and 30 at the Liberty High Theatre.

Murder at Mike’s Kills at RMS
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Vision Statement
Golden Valley Unified School District is committed to creating and maintaining

an innovative learning community based in excellence.

Community Calendar of Events
By Linda Bresee 

Got an event? communitycalendar1@theranchos.com
559-645-0634 * fax 559-645-6900 * 37167 AVE 12 #5C 93636

(all events in the Madera Ranchos UNLESS stated otherwise)

Friday, December 21 , school semester ends

Winter break, December 24  through
January 11

Return to school , Monday January 14,
2008

No school , Monday January 21, 2008

Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday
observed

No school , Monday February 11 
Lincoln’s birthday observed

No school, Monday February 18 
President’s Day
Washington’s birthday observed            

Sierra View’s 4th grade students rode the
Amtrak Train to California’s State Capitol on
Nov. 15 to learn more about our California
Government and to see our State Capitol first
hand. 

Second grade classes at Webster Elementary recently read the story A Trip to the Firehouse by Wendy
Cheyette Lewison in our reading/language arts program.  To culminate this selection with a real-life encounter,
they invited Captain Shevenell and his partners to talk about what life is really like in a firehouse.  The fire-
fighters brought their firefighting gear and uniforms and demonstrated the use of the heat sensor, “jaws of life,”
their breathing equipment and much more.  They taught our second graders how to react if there was a real emer-
gency in their home.  Students had a great time learning all about a day in the life of a real firefighter.  Webster
second grade staff and students are grateful to Captain Shevenell and company for taking time out of their busy
day to share about their awesome occupation.

Capt. Shevenell helps Jarrod Weldon try on
the latest firefighting gear.

Jarrod Weldon shows the rest of Linda
Zinn’s 2nd Grade class how firefighters dress.

Even teacher Linda Zinn gets into the act
as she tries on firefighter gear.

Firefighters Bring Book to Life for Webster Students

English as a Second
Language (ESL)

ESL Program
Evening Classes

Classes begin  January, 2008
Call to pre-register
No cost to student!

General Educational
Development (GED)

GED Prep Program
Individualized instruction through guided

Independent Study 
Classes begin January, 2008

Call to pre-register
No cost to student!

For more information or to pre-register call (559) 645-1137
or email  rfreeman@gvusd.k12.ca.us

Adult School Classes Now Available

Mrs. Fisher’s Kindergarten through fourth grade Special Education class per-
formed a Thanksgiving play for family members and other classes complete with
Native American and pilgrim costumes and a large feast for their invited guests.
Shells were used for utensils to re-enact the first Thanksgiving feast. 

These talented and enthusiastic students are now preparing for a Christmas choir
performance. Each day Golden Valley’s Special Day Class students practice their pro-
gram which will be presented at the Orchard Park Convalescent home on Dec. 20.
First through sixth graders join together and rehearse songs such as “We Wish You a
Merry Christmas,” “The Twelve Days of Christmas” and “Jingle Bells,” complete
with costumes and instruments. The students plan on bringing with them glad tidings
to all the faithful seniors. Our choir is planning on inviting their audience to join them
as they sing enduring Christmas favorites.

Special Ed Prepares Special Choir
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COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance

We Service
Most Major

Brands
Sé Habla Español

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

266-6044

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711

$5 OFF
COUPON

Installation 
Now

Available

12/07

PPrreessttiiggee  GGrroooommiinngg
Professional quality grooming • By appointment only

PAMPER YOUR PET
447-9424
7277 Blackstone, Suite 103 • Fresno

12/07

TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock 
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone

Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand

12/07

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

In Heating & Cooling

674-2774

SERVICE
People

We’re

11880000  HHoowwaarrdd  RRooaadd  •• MMaaddeerraa

Lic. 463756 Since 1952
12
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Place your ad TODAY at 645-0634

Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution 
For needy families.  Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups   Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722

12/07

we drive the same route, etc. 
5. Change it up. Remember that

often the criminal element studies their
target very carefully and for some time.
Take a different route, a different
street; stop at a different coffee shop,
etc. By changing your daily routine,
you not only become unpredictable,
you become a harder target and may
even view the world in a different more
refreshing and interesting way. 

6. Look outside before you exit
your house, auto or place of work. 

7. Make sure house, office and car
doors are LOCKED. 

8. Be sure you have a cell phone in
hand before leaving to a different loca-
tion and that it’s fully charged and in
proper working order. 

9. Contact someone and update
them on your plans before leaving to a
different location.

10. Make sure your car and home
alarm systems are in good working order. 

11. Walk with confidence, look
around and make eye contact. 

12. Be prepared to defend yourself.
13. Enroll in a REALISTICT self-

defense training program. HINT!
HINT! DON’T WAIT UNTIL SOME-
THING HAPPENS!

Remember, “The WORST time to
start self-defense training is AFTER an
attack and the only way to really know
how you will react when faced with a
violent encounter is to experience that
encounter,” (in a safe environment).

CONTACT ME. I would love to
hear from you. E-mail me at
info@masterjohnson.com . Your partic-
ipation is vital and appreciated.
Remember, since we are all in this
together, let’s make it a community
project, have some fun, and increase
our level of safety. 

PARENTAL GUIDENCE: Spend
some time with your children reviewing
the following sites.www.amw.com/kids,
t c s . c y b e r t i p l i n e . c o m  a n d
www.missingkids.com/adcouncil.

SELF-DEFENSE TIPS: SEEK
PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION.
Protect your space. Always stand at a
slanted angle with one foot back spaced
at about shoulder width. Hands should
be relaxed and held between waist and
chest level. Don’t wait to be hit in
order to defend yourself. KNOW
YOUR ENVIRONMENT. BE PRE-
PARED TO ACT INSTANTLY.

Master Johnson is a world recog-
nized security and self-defense expert
specializing in executive protection,
hand-to-hand, multiple opponents, and
weapon disarms. He is listed in the
“Who is Who” in Martial arts and was
named “Master Instructor of the Year”
1996 by the World Martial arts Hall of
Fame. He is the owner of Golden Valley
Martial arts, Tactical Training
International, Dave Johnson Real
Estate, and operates the World’s only
online self-defense and Black Belt train-
ing course at www.masterjohnson.com.
He can be contacted at 559-917-5262.

SAFE con’t. from P. 14
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“HOME  OF  THE  BIG  ROLL”

3300%%  -  6600%%  EEvveerryyddaayy  SSaavviinnggss
11882200  EE..  MMccKKiinnlleeyy  ((NNeeaarr  BBllaacckkssttoonnee))  444455-00220066
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HOLIDAY  SpecialS

645-0122 • next to the Pizza Factory
Lots of New & Used Computers

Hurry while

supplies last
Starting at$250 and up

37184  Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos

On Everyone’s Christmas List
LAPTOPS! LAPTOPS! LAPTOPS!
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Local Ranchos
Resident

• Yard cleanups 
& hauling

• Lawn & garden
service

• Maintenance
• Weekly & 

monthly service
• Weed control 12/07

LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEE  &&  GGAARRDDEENNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
LLiicc..  ##BB00000088111133

... Don’t Drink and Drive!
Remember to Call a Cab or Designate a Driver!

Remember ... If You’re Going to Do This ...

Wishes You the

Safest and Happy Holiday Possible!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
PISTORESIPISTORESI

AMBULANCEAMBULANCE
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?
Tuesday, no BINGO at this time
Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to

11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. Card

BINGO
Wednesday, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Watercolor Painting Class
Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then Hand

& Foot, Pinochle or other games (Please

bring your own plate and silverware)
Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to 11:30

a.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. Line Dancing Class
Please feel free to come in and visit our

Senior Center and get acquainted with our
members. We welcome you to come and be
one of us as our organization offers and pro-
motes social, educational and civic activities
in order to provide a better quality of life for
all senior citizens. You have received an invi-
tation. Hope to see you soon?

SENIORS con’t. from P. 12

By Martha Tessmer

At the football awards banquet on
Tuesday, Nov. 27, Nolon Doss IV was
announced as the first recipient of the Donovan
Tessmer “Spirit of the Team” Memorial
Scholarship. In front of families and players of
the 2007 Liberty High School football teams,
Donovan’s parents and sister proudly presented
Nolon with a $1,000 scholarship. This scholar-
ship is to be used for
any post-high school
education such as a
vocational college, 2-
year college or 4-year
university. As the old-
est son of Nolon and
Joanne Doss, he will
be setting an example
for his younger broth-
ers Garrett and Logan
as he heads off to col-
lege. Nolon has
attended Golden
Valley Unified schools
since Kindergarten. Upon graduation he plans
to attend college somewhere in California to
study Kinesiology and if football fits into that
plan he’d be thrilled.

The criteria used for selection was created
by the 2007 Varsity Football team and will be
the criteria used from this point forward.
Donovan’s parents asked each player to write
down a memory or thought about how
Donovan approached being a team member.

There were 30 unique suggestions made that
were grouped and narrowed down to16. These
16 criteria were grouped into an acronym of
TEAM (Teamwork, Effort, Attitude, Morals)
to simplify the selection considerations. At a
group meeting, head football coach, Chris
Imperatrice, offered the names of qualifying
senior football players who had maintained a
3.0 GPA at the end of season. It was from this
list of qualifiers that the team selected Nolon as

their first choice. 
There is no

greater honor than to
be chosen by team-
mates who shared the
field both at practices
and games. The team
set the standards high
and yet Nolon fulfilled
all expectations of one
who exemplified the
“team spirit” Donovan
brought to football. As
Donovan’s family, we
wholeheartedly agree

with the selection of Nolon as he leads by
example in a quiet, sincere manner. His treat-
ment of others both on and off the field is con-
sistently compassionate while being support-
ive. We are honored to have our son’s memory
be represented by such an exceptional person.
The boys were close friends who had played
football together throughout high school and
that makes it even more special to all of us to
have Nolon be the first recipient.

Nolon Doss Becomes First Recipient
Of Tessmer Memorial Scholarship
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

12/07

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
LIC. 837274

At last, one big,
efficient machine

that'll keep you cool all
summer and toasty all
winter. It's the Bryant
Packaged Gas/Electric

Comfort System. And not
only will it keep you

comfortable year
round, so will we.

Whatever  it  takes.SM

HEADLINERS
645-1826

GIFT CERTIFICATES

HAIR

CANDLES • GIFTS

HAIR CARE PRODUCTS

GOT CHRISTMAS PRESENTS?

GIFT CERTIFICATES

HAIR

CANDLES • GIFTS

HAIR CARE PRODUCTSMerry
Christmas

12/07

Lucky 7
SShheellll

LIQUOR  •  DISCOUNT  CIGARETTES  •  DELI
COME SEE OUR NEW WINE & LIQUOR SELECTION

37019 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos

SMIRNOFF
VODKA 1099$

JACK
DANIELS

750 ML
W/COUPON • EXP. 12/31/07

JOSE
CUERVO
TEQUILA

116699$
750 ML

W/COUPON • EXP. 12/31/07

MARLBORO
CIGARETTE

CARTONS 3199$
CARTON

W/COUPON • EXP. 12/31/07

111199$
750 ML

W/COUPON • EXP. 12/31/07
12

/0
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674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

12/07
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Save  BIG!

Always high quality at good prices! 645-0421 or 975-7666

Residential & Commercial
• New Roofs
• Re-roofs
• Specialized in Repairs
• Roof Certification
• Roof Inspection
• Gutters
• Continuous Gutters
• Sky Lights - Sun Tunnels

Lic# 814909
Call for details. 

Locally Ownedand Operated

with any complete 
reroof or new roof

Up to 60 feet
CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

FREE

12
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Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.
Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

SAVE ENERGY!

559-673-3583
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!

12
/0
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FINANCING

AVAILABLE

O.A.C.

Wishing all the best to our friends
and neighbors all over town!

Thank you for your friendship 
and support 

1097 South Granada • Madera

661-0355 12/07

To Advertise Call
645-0634
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1. MUSIC: What was the name of
the song made famous in 1963 by a
singing nun?
2. MEASUREMENTS: What does a
dyne measure?
3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: The
International Monetary Fund is an
agency of what organization?
4. MEDICINE: What part of the
body is affected by Bell's Palsy?
5. ASTRONOMY: The constellation
known as Vulpecula in Latin trans-
lates to what in English?
6. MUSIC: What is the meaning of
the musical term "marziale"?
7. LITERATURE: Who wrote the
horror/suspense short-story collec-
tion titled "Night Shift"?
8. COMICS: What is Dennis the
Menace's last name?
9. PSYCHOLOGY: What kind of
fear is represented by gymnopho-
bia?
10. TELEVISION: What state was
the setting for "The Andy Griffith
Show"?

© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc. 

1. "Dominique"
2. Force
3. United Nations
4. The face
5. Little Fox
6. In a military style
7. Stephen King
8. Mitchell
9. Fear of being naked
10. North Carolina

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH

&
DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Professional 
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation 

(559) 645-4351

SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

RRaanncchhooss  AAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr
&  Chuck’s  Transmission

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

664455-44447755

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome, 
4x4, Automatic/Standard 

Commercial/Residential 
with my material or yours 

specializing in ceramic tile flooring

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

license #591468   

(559) 994-5908

Expert installation – 
over 20 yrs experience

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    489-7859

Valley  Green
Hydroseeding

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-55879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

3912 N. Hayston

Fresno, CA 93726

(559) 227-5959

fax (559) 227-5960

Fresno Madera

www.elainesanimalinn.com

40373 Brickyard Dr.

Madera, CA 93636

(559) 432-5959

fax (559) 432-5616

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

ANK
Quality Exteriors, Inc.

General Contractor Lic. #669920
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392
Vinyl Siding • Gutters • Patio Covers/Lattice
Attic & Wall Insulation • Dual Pane Windows

Garage Doors • Textured Coatings

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • WINDOW

TEXTURED COATING
SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

645-1600
Brad & Cathy Burford

37167 Ave. 12 #D5
Madera Ranchos

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-77770
HARDPAN DRILLING

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. #103 • Madera Ranchos

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life
DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

HIGH QUALITY

559-4454-88060

GATE SYSTEMS

FALK’S
FARRIER SERVICE

209-261-5174
209-382-1652
Robert Falk
Owner

professional, certified
correct
horseshoeing
for balance &
performance

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

(559) 645-0634  

for sales tomorrow, call

JEAN
BRINER
Today!

The Ranchos Independent

Holiday          Special

RANCHOS  PAMPERED  PETS

555599-339955-44336666
By  Appointment

5OFF
00$ GROOMING

NAIL TRIMor
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Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

CALL  BOB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

SANDERSON
PHOTOGRAPHY

Lynn

Senior Pictures
Family Portraits

Weddings
Pet & Livestock

Portraits
Sports Photography

559-479-0943
LynnSandersonPhoto.photoreflect.com

645-11578

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

645-11578

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B

Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate and Notary Public

645-8323
37164 AVE. 12 #103
MADERA RANCHOS

Beauty Salon, Hair, Nails,
Pedicures & Gifts

A
Delightful

Touch

Business Directory • Business Directory

(559) 645-0634  
$25on

ly

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

ADS

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) An old adversary wants to
make amends over the holidays. The decision is yours. But
wouldn't it be nice to share the upcoming new year with another
friend?
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) As news of your work gets
around, expect to receive a special holiday "gift" from influential
contacts who could help you launch your new projects in the new
year.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Instead of fussing over what
you didn't do to prepare for the holidays, relax and enjoy the
kudos for a job truly well done. A happy surprise awaits you early
next year.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The best way to shake off lin-
gering holiday blues is to join loved ones in the fun and festivities
of this special time. A confusing situation starts to make sense in
upcoming weeks.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Special emotional rewards mark
this holiday time for Leos and Leonas who are able to open up to
new relationships and the possibilities they offer in the upcoming
year.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your efforts to make
the holidays especially memorable for some people will be
rewarded in some unexpected (but very welcome) ways in the
upcoming year.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Be assured that your
efforts to make this holiday special for everyone won't go unno-
ticed by those who could make some important changes in your
life.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Lots of folks
want you to light up their holiday parties. But try to take some
quiet time 'twixt those glittering galas to spend with some very
special people.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) While
the current round of holiday revels has your social life on the fast
track, someone special might want to keep pace with you next
year as well.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Enjoy all the
fun you deserve at this holiday time. However, don't lose sight of
the need to check out some of the changes the new year is expect-
ed to bring.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) What happens
during this holiday time can help clear up some of the confusion
jeopardizing a once-stable relationship. Follow your instincts on
what to do next.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your holidays are
brightened by new friends eager to become part of your life. But
don't forget to spend time with that one special person. (You know
who.)

BORN THIS WEEK: You have the ability to encourage people
to reach their potential by setting an example with your own
efforts.

(c) 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.

645-1792
GARCIA HAY SALES

quality
alfalfa

hay

cows
goats

horses

559-213-2100
Doug Stuart
CCL#847829

all phases of
artistic residential concrete

Since 1984

559-645-1102
36946 Ave. 12 • Madera, CA 93636
cell 559-706-0301

Eileen Tiso - Owner
Resale • Foreclosures • Rentals

Property Management Available 

Make an
appointment
with relief!

call 559-645-1244

Christy Prater, CNRT

Neuropathy & More ...
Foot Therapy

WALK-INS AVAILABLE
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

Gus & Co.
Salon37221 Ave. 12

645-0197
10   OFF$ 00

1-HOUR MASSAGE SPECIAL
with this ad • exp. 12-31-07
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

12/07

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

12/07

Real
Estate
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John Herrera, Realtor
Sellers ready to deal:  • 18.6 acres in Easton. 2 houses plus studio. Thompsons.
$799,000 • Starter home or great rental, SE Fresno by fairgrounds. $209,900.
Call me for any of your real estate needs. Retired law enforcement. Long time
Ranchos resident. Español. "The
most important things in your house are
the people." www.anyquestions.info.
Call me today at 217-8947.

559-217-8947

Paul and Susan Sobaje  

36815 Avenue 12 • Madera
Fresno  431-7060
Madera 645-5450

CONTINENTAL
REALTY

We hope your holiday season is
really something to write home about!

Enjoy all that the season has
to offer with friends and family

and plenty of good cheer.
Merry Christmas!

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
from our homes to yours!

12/07

We couldn’t have asked for a finer community
with which to do business. May your home be blessed with

contentment, prosperity and joy this holiday season.
From  the  staff  at:

JJeerrrryy  EEddddiinnggss,, RReeaallttoorrss
443355-11889900  oorr  664455-11889900

3377114444  AAvvee..  1122,,  SSttee..  110022  •• MMaaddeerraa  RRaanncchhooss

12
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We’re  SOLD  ...
On Neighbors
Like You!
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To Advertise Call 645-0634

Real Estate

Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770
12/07

REDUCED 3 BD/1BA @ 29462 AVE
13 1/2. Cute 3 bedroom 1 bath
home on a quiet street. Lots of
trees in front. $224,000.

FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD - REDUCED
- @ 5946  E. McKenzie, Fresno. 3BD/2BA
in Clovis schools. Owners motivated -
make offer. $234,950.

DECORATED W/CLASS. 4BD/3BA.
2685 Cypress, Clovis. Designed for
entertaining. $559,000.

POTENTIAL COMMERCIAL - Ave.
18 1/2 & HWY 99. 16 ac. @ $200K
per acre. 46 ac. @ $100K per acre.

COMMERCIAL/LT. IND. - Corner lot.
Value in location, house sold “as is”.
17881 RD 24, Madera. $310,000.

10 ACRE ALMOND ORCHARD W/LOVE-
LY HOME - 4-year-old Nonpareil and
Aldrich trees with 4 BD/2 BA home. Ag
well. 7486 E. Nebraska, Selma. $595K 

Buyer should verify zoning, square footage, acreage  and schools.

36 and 38 ac. pistachios. $12,500/ac.

2 2 8 +  a c r e s  o f p i s t a ch i o s ,
12 APN numbers. $16 ,500 /ac .

All owner/agent. Call Tom @ 706-3162.

P ISTACHIOS -  GREAT BUY!
25 ac. @ $11,500 per acre.

398 ac.On Ave.15 at Rd.35.Williamson
Act. Owner/agent.$19,500/ac.

COMMERCIAL - 1+ ac. corner lot on
Avenue 12. Owner/agent. $500,000.

Commercial

INDUSTRIAL - 15 ac. 3 houses, office
complex.RD 25 near Ave.12.$150K/ac.
INDUSTRIAL - 5 ac. w/house “as is”,
RD 25 north of Ave. 12. $600,000.

COMMERCIAL - WAREHOUSE FOR
LEASE @ HWY 99 and Golden State
Bl. 24,000 sq. ft. Call for details.

RIO MESA PROPERTY AVAILABLE

Ag Land

Homes

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell • www.kellnerproperties.com

DRE #00626107

LEASE/OPTION - 3 BD/2BA @ 36954
Sparta. RV OK, newer roof,
fresh paint, alarm, sprinklers.
Many extras. $284,500.

GREAT VIEW ON RIVER BLUFF - 8727
W.Herndon,Fresno.Rare 25 acre ranch
w/river frontage. Large shop w/lots of
parking. $1,100,000.Tom 706-3162.

PENDING

PENDING

Call the listing office for all of the amenities of any of these properties

431-7060 or 645-5450
call Paul Sobaje at Continental Realty

Sharp, 1-year-old home zoned for horses. Vaulted ceilings, fireplace with brick hearth, spacious
kitchen with lots of counter space and breakfast bar. Walk-in pantry, isolated bedroom and bath, large
bedrooms. Walk-in closets, quality paint, carpeting and tile throughout. Fenced yard, concrete walk-
ways and driveway, and front gate. Near schools and just 15 minutes from Riverpark shopping.

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$349,000
35340 Ave. 13 1/2

Continental Realty
P•R•E•S•E•N•T•S

12/07

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$340,000
16253 La Canada 

2.25 ac. zoned for horses. Covered front porch. Living room with vaulted ceiling,
family room with pellet stove, French doors & eating area with bay window.
Breakfast bar, indoor utility room and nice floor coverings throughout. Landscaping
front & back. Located in Golden Valley School District.

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$409,000
12786 Road 37 

Lovely landscaped home w/pool and horse set-up on 2.5 acres. Upgraded tile counters and
flooring throughout much of the house, energy efficient windows and new roof. Sparkling
pool, large patio, lots of grassy area and privacy fencing. Horse set-up has round pen, tack
shed, tie up, corral and pole barn. Convenient location near local schools.

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$439,000
11953 Trieste

Beautiful, new 2,746 sq. ft. custom on 1/3 ac. Gourmet kitchen with butler's & walk-in
pantry. High ceilings throughout home. Granite slab countertops. Custom cabinets &
tile. Large master suite w/walk-in closet & master bath with Jacuzzi. Tankless hot water,
alarm & sound system. Finished 3-car garage & fenced backyard w/RV parking.

12/07

9501 E. Central, Del Rey
Beautiful 35 acres with views of the foothills.
Includes barn w/tack/shop. Acreage laser leveled
and ready for crops w/two wells on property.
Includes newer 1,500 sf. 3BR/2BAmanufactured
home on permanent foundation.                 $599,999

36206 Ruth Ave.
Beautiful 3BD/2BA Ranchos home w/
open floor plan. Laminate flooring,  granite
countertops, Jacuzzi, walk-in closet, dual
pane windows and tons of cabinets. Too
many upgrades to list! $355,000

Price
Reduced!
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Classified
Alteration Services

Molly’s Alterations - 35 years experience
- Tailoring, repairs, and leathers. Fast serv-
ice. Located at 36619 Ave. 12 or call 645-
5527. Ask for Madlin.

Birthday

Just a Reminder- Diana Tucker’s birthday is Dec.
19. She is accepting lunch dates and gifts. Please
call herat 381-5879. Happy Birthday, Diana!

Caregiver Needed

Caregiver/Nurse Needed - Full or part time
during the day in the Ranchos for elderly man.
Call 301-4420 or 645-5668.

Christmas

NEEDED: Kind, generous people who will
give Christmas to a needy family of 10 (2
adults and 8 children) in the Ranchos. Please
call Kathleen at 645-5188.

For Sale

For Sale - Lots of wood pallets; 13 like-new
horse panels for 50’round pen; Two 2-horse trail-
ers, extra tall with ramp and new everything,
$1,500; Horse tack; New running boards for full-
size pickup. Call 645-4161 or 559-381-5879.

For Sale – HorsesAQHARegistered horses for
sale. Call 559-645-5290 or 559-304-5073.

For Sale – Horse Pony for sale. Gelding. Bay
color. $800 O.B.O. Great with kids.  Call 645-
8521.

For Sale – Pool Table 2007. Brand new, in
crate. Professional 8’, 1” slate, leather pockets.
Cost $3,500, sacrifice $975. Can deliver. Call
559-447-5066.

For Sale - Hot Tub 2007. Never used, therapy
seats, ozonator, loaded. Full warranty. Sacrifice
$2,475. Can deliver. Call 559-360-9047.

For Sale - Bedroom Set. Solid cherrywood.
Sleigh bed, nightstand, TV armoire, chest.
Thomasville quality. New in boxes! Cost $8K
sacrifice $1,950. Call 559-230-0486.

For Sale – 1 Queen PILLOWTOP
mattress/box, new in plastic. Cost $600 sacrifice
$195. Call 559-277-2511.

For Sale – $295 all new King PILLOWTOP

mattress/box. Never used w/warranty. Cost $700
sacrifice $295. Call 559-438-0248.

For Sale - Dining Room Set - Beautiful solid
cherry double pedestal table w/2 leaves, 6 chairs,
4-door china cabinet w/touch lighting. Cost
$8,000 sacrifice $1,950. Matching buffet $450.
Call 559-275-8813.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in both continu-
ous and standard rain gutters. Unusual jobs. Air
conditioning service also available. Yearly cleaning.
29 years working in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Gutter Cleaning Service - Call for esti-
mate. 559-479-6216 or 559-474-3829.

Handyman Services

Rancho Handyman - You need the Rancho
Handyman. Call Ohan for estimates for fencing,
electrical and plumbing jobs. Call 645-6924.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted - Part Time Customer

Service/Sales. Great commission plan. Make
as much as you want on your own schedule.
Call 645-0634.

Investment & Loans

Money To Loan Service– Oro Financial. Able to
loan today. Credit not a problem. Cash for trust
deeds. Mobile home on land. Call 438-9999.

Junk Hauling

Junk Removal - You call, I haul. Brush,
appliances, tires, T.V.s, metal furniture,
etc. Reasonable rates. Call Tim Polach at
559-822-6400.

Painting Services

Gerald Scheffing Painting. “Best in the
West” for over 35 years. Call 674-2320.
Lic. #313070.

Spa Service

Spa repair, maintenance, service and trans-
port. Jet tub repair also. Call Dave at Mr.
Wrench Spa Repair 474-3224.

Tractor Services

Tractor work, discing, rototilling, weed cutting.
Bobcat work, drilling post holes, trees, trenching and
clean ups. Call Neal at 645-1200 or285-8211.

Tractor work, house pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching and concrete work.
Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-1500.

Tractor work, lot discing, mowing and scrap-
ing. Call Thomas at 645-6068.

Tractor discing, grading, mowing, trench-
ing, drilling, home irrigation systems. Call
Tomas at 645-4932.

Utility Services

Underground utilities installed. Call 645-1500.

Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning special. Most windows $5
inside/out. Screen and track included. Prices may
vary for non-standard windows. Hard water stain
and cobweb removal available. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.

SUDOKU

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
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Seasons can be harsh. Especially when it
comes to your heating system. This year,
make sure they’re prepared for what’s
ahead by calling your local Bryant dealer for
a check-up. With Bryant by your side, you can
rest assured both you and your units
will survive the upcoming weather.

MAKE SURE BRYANTMAN VISITS

Whatever it takes.

BEFORE WINTER DOES
YOUR FURNACE

™
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Merry Christmas &

Happy New Year
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