
The PRSRT STD
ECR
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MADERA, CA.
PERMIT NO. 61

Volume 12 Issue 12 2016 The Official Publication of Southeastern Madera County 50¢

Ranchos
Independent

In This Issue Editorial • Page 5 / Aunt Jean’s Ranchos Recipes • Page 8
Classifieds • Page 18 / Fun Pages • Pages 22 & 23

Looking Back:
Taking a look back

at the top stories
in the Ranchos

for 2016

The PRSRT STD
ECR
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MADERA, CA.
PERMIT NO. 61

Volume 12 Issue 1 2016 The Official Publication of Southeastern Madera County 50¢

Ranchos
Independent

In This Issue Editorial • Page 5 / Aunt Jean’s Ranchos Recipes • Page 8
Classifieds • Page 18 / Fun Pages • Pages 22 & 23

The first of three 1-million-gallon water storage tanks
to service the Riverstone Development at

Avenue 12 and Highway 41 is nearing completion
and set to go online in April.

By Karen Petryna

Photo Courtesy of Karen Petryna
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The California Highway
Patrol and Madera County

Sheriff’s Department close
Avenue 12 as the Fresno County
Sheriff’s Department Bomb Disposal
Unit works in the background on a
suspicious device that was found.

Ranchos Independent Photo
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Madera County District 1 Supervisor Brett Frazier (right) is the latest
Ranchos resident to receive free, low-flow shower heads and faucet aerators
from SEMCU volunteer Verlin Dill, the result of a $220,000 grant from the
state of California championed by SEMCU.
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Over toward the Coast in Paso Robles,
San Luis Obispo County has to come
up with a groundwater management
solution otherwise state regulators can
take over, install meters on wells
and charge fees ... all without
voter approval. Is it a sign of
things to come?

A Crocker
Water truck fills underground storage
tanks for a homeowner near Paso Robles
whose well no longer pumps enough water.

Photo Courtesy of
Amy Quinton/Capital Public Radio
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THE 2016 ELECTION
wwhhaatt  aa  lloonngg,,  ssttrraannggee  ttrriipp  iitt’’ss  bbeeeenn

The PRSRT STD
ECR
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
MADERA,  CA.
PERMIT NO. 61

Volume 12 Issue 10 2016                                              The Official Publication of Southeastern Madera County                                             50¢

Ranchos
Independent

In This Issue Editorial • Page 5 / Aunt Jean’s Ranchos Recipes • Page 8 
  Classifieds • Page 18       / Fun Pages • Pages 22 & 23

Vulcan’s Austin Quarry
enters the next phase of its

controversial life with a
lawsuit filed against it

and Madera County
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Click on “Local News” at

Austin Quarry/July•Au-
gust•September • This was
an on-going story that began with

the Planning Commission approving the
quarry in July and culminated in Septem-
ber when the Board of Supervisors ap-
proved the quarry by a 3-2 vote. District 1
Supervisor Brett Frazier voted “no.”

1

RiverstoneWater/January •
In January, the Riverstone housing
development at Highway 41 and

Avenue 12 unveiled their new 1 milliongal-
lon water tank. The first of three proposed,
its construction struck a negative chord with
many in the Ranchos who were still suffer-
ing through water issues of their own.

3

Knife Robbery/March •
Ranchos residents pride them-
selves on our safe community, but

every so often something happens to snap
us back to reality. A young man was
robbed of his car at knife point as he got
off work one night. The assailants were
later traced to Valley Teen Ranch.

4

Bomb Scare/February •
Avenue 12 got shut down for sev-
eral hours as bomb squads from

throughout the Central Valley responded
to what looked like a dynamite-laden
bomb discovered at a house by construc-
tion workers. Turned out it was a fake --
but no one wanted to take any chances.

5

QuarryLawsuits/October •
The ink had not even dried on the
September Board of Supervisors’

vote to approve the Austin Quarry when a
flurry of lawsuits against the project were
filed. The lawsuits were filed by the
Madera Oversight Coalition, which had led
the fight against it, and a competing quarry.

2

Dead Trees/July • Through-
out the Ranchos, the spectre of
dead and dying evergreen trees

were everywhere. The drought, coupled
with improper care, was determined to be
the culprit. While this was happening in
the Ranchos, millions of trees in our na-
tional forest were experiencing the same.

6

Free Low-Flow/April • The
community group SEMCU was
able to acquire over $220,000 in

grant money to provide every home in the
RanchoswithFREElow-flowwater fixtures.

7

2016 • Top
Ranchos Stories
ffrroomm  tthhee  ppaaggeess  ooff  tthhee  RRaanncchhooss  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt

By Karen Petryna

In a news release issued on Dec. 8,
PG&E announced it may cancel the proj-
ect to run a new 68-mile 230 kilovolt (kV)
transmission line south to north through
the center of Fresno County to the Gregg
Substation in southern Madera County.
Called the Central Valley Power Connect
Project and considered to be the precursor
to a second phase of connection between
the Gregg Substation and the Helms
Pumped Storage Plant power station, the

project’s predecessor received solicited
comments from then SEMCU, Inc. Presi-
dent Igal Treibatch, who had petitioned
PG&E to run the initially proposed line to
Helms on a route outside Madera Ranchos
through uninhabited land.

Citing analysis of the use of renewal
energy in the Valley and recent energy use
forecasts among other things as the basis
for the potential change in plans, PG&E
reported a further clarification on the sta-
tus of the project will come in the next
three months or so.

PG&E Might Cancel Project Through Ranchos

On Wednesday, Nov. 30, a group
of young men in the Ranchos packed
boxes to send to our troops for
Christmas. The group, called Royal
Rangers, is a part of Lifetree Church
and consists of young men between
the ages of 6 and 12.

A total of 29 large boxes were
packed for troops both within the U.S.
and overseas. The packages contained
comfort items including dental hy-
giene products, socks, razors, batter-
ies, protein snacks, Christmas hats,
candy and toys.

Two loca l  Fresno  Sta te  ROTC
students ,  Clare  Wardle  and  Tyler
Fry ,  jo ined  in  the  e f for t .  Clare
Wardle  cur ren t ly  res ides  in  the
Ranchos ,  graduat ing  f rom Liber ty
High  in  June  of  2013.  She  wi l l
graduate  From Fresno  Sta te  in
2017,  pursu ing  her  career  as  an
Army Officer  in  the medical  f ie ld .
Tyler  Fry  l ives  in  Fresno  and  he
wil l  a lso graduate  in  2017 and wil l
enter  the Nat ional  Guard.

Members of the Ranchos’ Lifetree Church
Royal Rangers group prepare gift boxes for U.S.
servicemen and women.

U.S. Military 
Remembered by

Local YouthBy Karen Petryna

County and State employees met on
Dec. 16 at the Government Center to re-
group and focus efforts to consolidate
the water systems at Valley Teen Ranch
(VTR) and the Liberty High School
(LHS) complex with the Ranchos’ MD-
10a water system which supplies about
250 million gallons of water per year to
almost 1,000 ratepayers in the Special
Maintenance District Assessment area
bounded by Road
36, Road 38, Av-
enue 13 and Kens-
ington Drive.

The need for
the end-of-year
meeting, nearly
nine months after
consolidation plans
were announced to
the community,
was precipitated by
the County’s re-
cent submittal of
the latest version of the grant application
to the State to connect MD-10a and
VTR. The first was submitted by VTR’s
hired consultant, Provost & Prichard,
after naturally occurring arsenic was de-
tected in their water well over five years
ago. The application, which included a
required independent financial audit of
MD-10a, showed the project did not look
that attractive in terms of dollars spent
per connection, or approximately
$30,000 per “equivalent residential con-
nection,” according to Joel Greathouse
with the State Water Board’s Division of
Financial Assistance, based on his recent
experience with similar projects’ grant
applications.

Long-Standing Water System Issues
People in the Ranchos have seen and

heard a lot of activity in recent years,
from the Ranchos Independent and other
sources, concerning all three water sys-
tems. Efforts for the MD-10a water sys-
tem by a number of successive County
Engineers, Maintenance Managers, and
Public Works Directors, have included
attempts to stabilize it with projects of
new wells and some type of storage ca-
pacity. And, as a public school and dis-

a d v a n t a g e d
community with
its own water is-
sues, VTR has
come tantalizingly
close to being a
conduit to meet
those goals. In
fact, a Conditional
Use Permit to
allow for water
system upgrades
that were recom-
mended by the

County staff to the Madera Board of Su-
pervisors in January of 2015 to connect
VTR to MD-10a was part of that effort,
as were negotiations with Shaw Devel-
opment across Avenue 12 from LHS and
also with Golden Valley Unified School
District (GVUSD). But now, through a
collaboration of several different organi-
zational and individual efforts, a new
consolidation project with MD-10a and
VTR has finally come together to in-
clude GVUSD’s Liberty High School
complex, which serves 900 students plus
District staff, and builds a much more at-
tractive cost-to-benefit ratio for the grant

Area Water Systems Consolidation
Keeps Moving Toward Resolution

Please see WATER on P. 13

According to the Environmental
Integrity Project Report of Septem-
ber 2016, VTR ranks 9th among the
top 20 worst arsenic concentrations
in California Public Water Systems
a full three years after the EPA No-
tice of Noncompliance to the State.

A Christmas Gift
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By Alyza Lovenguth

On Dec. 7, student leaders Joshua
Bailey, Sarah Folsom and Kaleb Roth
raised a total of $4,600 for Valley Chil-
dren’s Hospital in this year’s Letter-a-
Thon event.

“We do this not only for the kids, but
as a reminder to Liberty to be grateful for
being healthy and being able to come to

school, because some children don’t get
the opportunity to do so,” said Folsom,
ASB secretary and Key Club president,
during her speech concerning the Letter-
a-Thon.

The Letter-a-Thon is a chance for stu-
dents and staff to donate not only money
but uplifting letters to Valley Children’s
Hospital. Although the Letter-a-Thon was
run by Bailey and Folsom, Roth, the cre-

ator of “Beyond the Game,” also made an
appearance and a donation of $4,000.

During Roth’s Letter-a-Thon speech,
he said, “I started Beyond the Game over
the summer, thinking what can I do with
my life that can help better my community
and other people’s lives? And I decided I
was going to use football, something that
I love, and add some real-life signifi-
cance.” Beyond the Game is a program

founded by Roth that collected $10 from
donors for every point the Varsity Foot-
ball team scored, totaling $4,000. During
his speech, Roth continued to thank Stu-
dents for Community (S4C) “... for the
outlet it supplied.” S4C is a locally
renowned club at LHS that allows students
to find, create and develop their own local

Liberty High Students Raise $4,600 for Valley Children’s Hospital

Please see STUDENTS on P. 13

OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!12/16

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto” • We are YOUR Feed Store! all prices exp. 1/22/17
except where noted and
are subject to change

Current Hay Prices per Bale

3V Feed is your premier hay supplier of Alfalfa,
Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay, Wheat

Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

(All hay prices per bale and subject to change)

Hours: Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Sunday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Madera Ranchos We are YOUR Store!

economy

$249/ton•$5.49/bag

Premium

GOLDEN
FIRE

$299/ton

3VFeed.com • facebook.com/3VFeed • Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto • 3VFeed.com
2% cash back • does your feed store do that? • 2% cash back • does your feed store do that?

2%cashback•doesyourfeedstoredothat?•2%cashback•doesyourfeedstoredothat?
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wood stove pellets

WOOD
PELLETS

2for$20
4-WAY

Sweet Cob

$5 OFF

WRANGLER
12

$12.99
COMPLETE FEED • 50 Lbs. 50 Lbs.

(with this coupon) (50 Lb. bag)

Nutrena
Safe Choice

$17.99
King Senior

w/G&C Timothy Hay ..........................................................
Orchard Grass (Oregon) ...........................................
Orchard/Rye .........................................................
Alfalfa ....................................................................
Bermuda Grass ...................................................
Straw .....................................................................
Oat Hay (Heavy Bales) ................................................
Cattle Oat Hay .....................................................

$20.99
$20.99
$18.99
$11.50 (and up)

$11.49
$ 8.99
$ 8.49
$ 5.99 (and up)

We are celebrating

Christmas and kicking of
f the

New Year with a HUGE

HORSE FEED SALE!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 3-V FEED
HOLIDAY HOURS: CLOSED CHRISTMAS

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY 10-3

Get a FREE Horse D
ewormer

when you spend $5
0 or more! $10.99

POULTRY

LAY PELLETS

50 LB. bag

$16.99
DOG FOOD

FARMSTYLE

40 LB. bag
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2017. Delivery must be by August 31, 2017.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 125 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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Dear Editor:
This is to the people of the Ranchos.
My daughter Kami and I would like to

take a moment to express our gratitude to
each and every one of you that extended your
kindness, prayers, shared hugs, sent loving
thoughts and helped us gather necessities for
my deceased daughter’s children.

As you may or may not know, we very
suddenly and unexpectedly lost my daughter
Mika. Mika left behind two children: Quinn,
4, and Kelsey, 2. Due to the circumstances
surrounding Mika’s death, no one was al-
lowed in her home leaving Kami and I
grossly unprepared for the children’s arrival.
They only had on pajamas which they re-
ceived from foster care. No clothing, no toys,
no diapers, no plates, cups or silverware. At
2 a.m. Kami posted to social media a call for
help. We were desperate. 

The response for assistance from the
folks of the Ranchos was overwhelming.
Within a matter of days, we had largely gath-
ered everything that we would need in the
immediate to provide care for the children
and then some. 

The children are thriving and adjusting
to life without their Mama. They are excited
about Christmas and each received a phone
call from Santa where they promptly rattled
off their list and assured Santa how good they
have been.

We are full with gratitude and apprecia-
tion for each and every one of you. Your kind-
ness carried us through some of the darkest of
days. The continued acts of compassion and
outpouring of love remain to touch our hearts. 

Thank you to each and every one of you.
We wish you the happiest of holidays.

The Jackson and Carranza families, 
Judi, Kami, Quinn and Kelsey
Madera Ranchos 

Dear Editor:
Human beings prefer freedom to collec-

tivism and tyranny. Only those in complete de-
nial disregard the negative consequences of
policies that suppress liberty. Consider North
Korea versus South Korea. And recall that in
Berlin during the Cold War era, people
weren’t shot trying to go from West to East –
not that anyone tried anyway. Finally, in the
course of the last 55 years of the Castro
regime, very few people jumped on rickety
boats in Miami seeking a better life in Havana.

For those who follow what is happening
in the United States – both in politics and
with the economy – we can be grateful that
even in the most oppressive economic envi-
ronment – think your typical liberal city such
as San Francisco or Portland – people remain

remarkably free compared to citizens in
many other parts of the world.

One of the freedoms that we Americans
enjoy is the freedom to travel. A citizen’s
ability to travel from state to state has been
deemed by the United States Supreme Court
to be a fundamental right that can only be re-
stricted in the narrowest of circumstances.
Part of this right is more than just going to
another state or country and then returning.
It means the freedom to leave. Permanently.

In California, we all know people who
have bailed out for places where the taxes are
low, regulations are light and the cost of liv-
ing reasonable. But the evidence here is not
just anecdotal.

In a recent piece in the Washington
Times, economist Stephen Moore presents an
amazing statistic: “Of the 10 blue states that
Hillary Clinton won by the largest percent-
age margins — California, Massachusetts,
Vermont, Hawaii, Maryland, New York, Illi-
nois, Rhode Island, New Jersey and Con-
necticut — every single one of them lost
domestic migration (excluding immigration)
over the last 10 years (2004-14).”

But here’s the kicker: The exact oppo-
site is true in those states that supported Don-
ald Trump by the largest margin. Those states
– including Wyoming, West Virginia, Okla-
homa, North Dakota, Kentucky, Tennessee,
South Dakota, and Idaho — saw net domes-
tic in-migration.

So what are the characteristics of those
Hillary-supporting states that are bleeding
productive citizens? Here, Moore doesn’t
mince words: “They are the loser states. They
are all progressive. High tax rates. High wel-
fare benefits. Heavy regulation. Environ-
mental extremism. Super minimum wages.
Most outlaw energy drilling. The whole left-
wing playbook is on display in the Hillary
states. And people are leaving in droves.”

For those of us who follow these often
wonkish statistics, let’s be clear. We’re not
gloating – we’re unhappy. California is a
great state with virtually unlimited potential.
But the demographic trends are not pretty and
when one considers the crushing debt load
that looms like a fatal disease, it’s hard not to
be deeply concerned.

Is there anything that can save the
Golden State? In a very weird way, it is
Trump himself who might save California by
revitalizing the national economy. That would
be ironic indeed. But if that doesn’t happen
and the great “California Exodus” continues,
the economic death spiral will accelerate. And
unlike East Berlin, when productive Califor-
nia citizens decide to leave, there is nothing
the Progressives can do to stop them.

Jon Coupal, President
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association
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By Rich Lowry

The first thing to know about Don-
ald Trump's alleged proposal for a Mus-
lim registry is that it isn't a Muslim
registry. This has been lost in a freak-out
that has some brave souls already prom-
ising acts of civil disobedience to disrupt
and overwhelm the prospective registry.

The source of the fracas is a com-
ment from Kansas Secretary of State
Kris Kobach, a Trump immigration ad-
viser and (excellent) candidate for
Homeland Secretary director, to Reuters.
Kobach noted that the administration
might reinstate a Bush-era program
tracking visitors to the U.S. from coun-
tries with active terrorist threats. This
suggestion was spun into a first step to-
ward herding our Muslim neighbors into
internment camps.

Kobach was referring to the Na-
tional Security Entry-Exit Registration
System, or NSEERS, which placed spe-
cial requirements on adult male visitors
from countries like Saudi Arabia. Imple-
mented after Sept. 11 -- when, you might
recall, adult male visitors from Saudi
Arabia toppled the World Trade Center -
- it collected fingerprints and photo-
graphs when visitors from the select
countries arrived and required them to
check in periodically to confirm that
they were abiding by the terms of their
visas.

It also required that certain individ-

uals from these countries who were al-
ready here go through a process of "spe-
cial registration," including an interview
with immigration officials.

This is a far cry from Franklin D.
Roosevelt's notorious Executive Order
9066 setting in motion the Japanese in-
ternment of World War II.

It is said that the Bush program did-
n't lead to the prosecution of any terror-
ists. According to the Migration Policy
Institute, "The New York Times reported
in 2003 that, out of roughly 85,000 indi-
viduals registered through the NSEERS
program in 2002 and 2003, just 11 were
found to have ties to terrorism."

Although tracking down anyone
here who has ties to terrorism isn't nec-
essarily something to sniff at, the Bush
program proved best-suited to identify-
ing visa overstayers. Of the 85,000 ini-
tial registrants, nearly 14,000 were put
into removal proceedings. For the crit-
ics, this is an indictment.

But why shouldn't it be easier to
deport visa-overstayers, who constitute
about half of the population of illegal
immigrants? If we are serious about our
immigration rules, our approach to
visa-overstayers from all countries
should be much more restrictive and
hardheaded.

The requirements of the Bush pro-
gram were watered down over time
until it was suspended by the Obama
administration in 2011. But the pro-

The Muslim Registry that Wasn’t

“We're not
here to

congratulate
ourselves

onwhat we
have done,

but to
challenge

ourselves to
finish what
has not yet
been done.”

Guest Editorial

gram wasn't illegal or unconstitutional
(the 2nd Circuit Court of Appeals ruled
in its favor). Nor was it immoral -- for-
eign visitors should be subject to any
reasonable strictures we impose in ex-
change for the privilege of coming here.

That the so-called Muslim registry
is now a thing, a subject of high dudg-
eon and hot debate, is testament to how
the same media that complains about
"fake news" is committed to manufac-
turing and driving its own narratives
only loosely connected to reality.
Whether the Trump administration re-
vives a version of the Bush program or
not, a similar campaign of obloquy will
be directed at all of its immigration en-
forcement measures. It will have to pur-
sue its agenda against a backdrop of
media hostility and constant misinfor-
mation.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

©2016 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

www.ranchosdental.net

12/16

559-645-5320

37144 Ave. 12, Suite 104
Madera Ranchos

Matthew Pia, D.D.S.

“Thank you for an amazing
20 years Madera Ranchos!”

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year

Our dedicated Doctor and Staff look forward to many
more years of making smiles beautiful and bright.

I i nhe r i t ed my love o f a l l
th ings Chr i s tmas f rom my mom.
I t ’ s no t jus t tha t i t ’ s my favor i t e
ho l iday , I love abso lu te ly every-
th ing abou t t h i s t ime o f yea r .
The l i gh t s , t he mus i c , t he jo l l y
o ld man in the b ig r ed su i t . I
s imply cannot ge t enough of th i s
sea son . In fac t , I w i sh i t l a s t ed
longe r , t hough t ru th be to ld in
my house i t l a s t s longer than so-
c i e ty wou ld typ i ca l l y f i nd ac -
cep tab le . I won’ t go in to de ta i l s
bu t le t ’ s jus t say i f you fee l l ike
see ing a Chr i s tmas t r ee in No-
vember you don’ t jus t have to go
to Wal -Mar t .

I l ook fo rward to Chr i s tmas
a l l yea r . My coun tdown usua l ly
s ta r t s somet ime around the 26 th
of December . Yes . I ’m tha t per -
son . No t th i s
yea r , t hough .
Th i s yea r
eve ry th ing i s
d i f f e r en t . Th i s
yea r my mom
isn ’ t he re wi th
me. To be hon-
es t , I ’m having
t roub l e im-
mers ing mysel f
in the sp i r i t o f
t he sea son be -
cause th i s i s
t he f i r s t Ch r i s tmas s ince she
pas sed . Sudden ly the sea son
doesn ’ t ho ld the same pu l l t ha t
i t u sed to . I t ’ s mi s s ing i t s
spark le , i t s joy , i t s magic . I fea r
she may have been the magic a l l
a long .

She was the queen of Chr i s t -
mas . Mrs . C laus took he r t i p s
f rom my mom. She was f i l l ed
wi th so much joy tha t i t p r ac t i -
c a l l y sp i l l ed r i gh t ou t o f he r
pores and a l l over everyone and
everyth ing she came into contac t
w i th , i nc lud ing the house . She
wou ld deco ra t e the en t i r e th ing
f rom top to bo t t om. I u sed to
make fun of how i t looked when
i t was a l l done . Eve ry th ing
d raped wi th ga r l and , sp l a shed
wi th r ed and g reen and s i l ve r
and go ld , and f i l l ed to bur s t ing
wi th eve ry seasona l kn ickknack
he r f ami ly had eve r co l l ec t ed
go ing back gene ra t i ons . You
couldn’ t t ake a s tep wi thou t ge t -
t i ng smacked in the f ace by

Remember This at Christmas

Chr i s tmas . I used to te l l he r tha t
i t looked l ike San ta th rew up a l l
over the p lace . I d idn’ t apprec i -
a te i t enough then. I miss i t now.

I neve r wou ld have though t
tha t I wou ld g row up to be ju s t
l i ke he r , d r ap ing my en t i r e
house in the phys ica l mani fes ta -
t ion of the Chr i s tmas sp i r i t , bu t
I d id . Th i s yea r i s d i f f e r en t ,

t hough . Deco -
r a t i ng has ac -
t ua l l y f e l t l i ke
a cho re , l i ke
some th ing I
had to do be -
cause tha t ’ s
wha t was ex -
pec ted of me. I
know she
would want me
to keep Chr i s t -
mas a l i ve ,
wh ich i s why I

pu l l ed the t r ee , t he o rnamen t s ,
the gar land, the knickknacks and
the g i an t San t a ou t o f s t o r age
and forced myse l f to a r t i f i c ia l ly
sp read some of the joy tha t I
de spe ra t e ly wi sh I had in my
hea r t . I know i t ’ s t he r e some-
where , bu t r igh t now i t ’ s bur ied
wi th the gr ie f o f miss ing her .

I l ook a round and see my
mom in eve ry th ing . In the t r ee
tha t she bough t i n an a f t e r -
Chr i s tmas sa l e . The danc ing
Santa we had to unplug because
the ca ts would se t i t of f a l l n ight
l ong . The o ld cand l e s and f ig -
ur ines tha t once be longed to her
g randmothe r ’ s g randmothe r and
now be long to me . A Chr i s tmas
Vi l l age tha t she su rp r i s ed me
wi th and a lmos t s ing le handed ly
bu i l t up fo r me because she
knew I had a lways wan ted one .
Even though she ’ s gone , she i s
s t i l l a l l a round me th i s Chr i s t -

A s y o u c e l e b r a t e t h e
b i r t h o f C h r i s t , re m e m b e r
H i s w o rd s : “ A n e w c o m -
m a n d I g i v e t o y o u : L o v e
o n e a n o t h e r. A s I h a v e
loved you , so you mus t l ove
o n e a n o t h e r, ” ( J o h n 1 3 : 3 4
NIV) . So , don ’t wa i t .

Please see GEN WHY on P. 16
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

The Bookshelf

By Amanda Judd

We at the Ranchos Library cannot be-
lieve that another whole year has flown right
by. What a nice time we had at our Annual
Holiday Celebration. It was a wonderful time
sharing stories and decorating for the holiday.
Thank you to all that were able to come and
contribute. It was a great pleasure to share
your company.

We have brought in some really great ti-
tles this past year and we have worked really
hard on developing and updating our collec-
tions. Please remember that we always take
donations of new bestsellers. Donations of
new books help us continue to grow and get
the best of the best reading material. If you
have questions about donations, please con-
tact the library. It is also important to note that
donations should be scheduled with the li-
brary and not placed in the book drop or left
unattended outside of the library.

I want to take a special moment to thank
all of the incredible volunteers of this library.
These wonderful people come in and do
whatever it takes to help keep this library
looking good and running efficiently. I am
thankful for each and every one of you and

your commitment to making the Ranchos Li-
brary the very best that it can be. I am thank-
ful for your love of having such a beautiful
library right here in this community and the
dedication that you make to our little patrons.

On an ending note, I want to thank you
all for your continued support of the Ranchos
Library. Continue to stop in and check out all
of the new things that are coming through.
Continue to support the Ranchos Library
through book donations, recycle donations,
Bucks for Books and Amazon Smiles re-
wards.

The Ranchos Library wishes you all a
Healthy and Happy New Year!

Happy New Year from the Library

The
Madera Ranchos

Library

37167 Ave. 12 • 645-1214
Sun-Mon Closed

Tue 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Wed - Thu 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

www.MaderaCountyLibrary.org
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www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •
HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •
BARK •

CHIPS •
RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

12/16 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Candidate Christmas
Suggestions

by Jean BrinerI can’t believe in only a few days we
will be trying to remember to write 2017.
Where did the year go? Thanksgiving is
over and you’ve cleared all the leftovers
and now it is time for Christmas dinner.
You’ve probably already made plans for
your dinner or going to grandma’s house.
Whichever you do, hope it is the best. The
other thing that happened is we had an
election this year. We are pretty sure that
we know who our new president will be,
but it won’t be certain until Monday, Dec.
19 when the Electoral College votes. 

I did some research on the two candi-
dates to see what they liked to eat. They
are both strange eaters. They were each
asked the same questions:

1. Favorite things to eat on the cam-
paign trail?

Clinton: Jalapeños (raw). Nibbles on
them all during the day. She thinks it keeps
her metabolism revved up and keeps her
healthy.

Trump: Mainly only snacks.
2. What do you eat for breakfast?
Clinton: Well done scrambled eggs.
Trump: “I often skip breakfast, but if

I do eat it, my favorite is bacon and eggs.
Bacon done medium and eggs over well.”
(My kind of guy – I hate runny eggs.)

I read that Trump loves fast food. His
favorite is McDonalds. If he doesn’t eat at
one of his restaurants, he will go to Mc-
Donalds and his favorite is Filet-O-Fish
with fries and a diet coke. His favorite
drink is a Diet Coke. He does not drink al-
cohol. 

Hillary caused a bit of an uproar in the
early 90s when Bill was running against
George H. W. Bush and she commented
about wanting to pursue a career rather
than staying home making cookies. With
that, the Family Circle magazine held a
friendly cookie competition for the would
be First Ladies (Hillary and Barbara Bush)
that year. They both turned in Chocolate
Chip Cookie recipes and Clinton actually
won the title.

Here is her recipe. It was originally
called “Hillary Clinton’s Oatmeal Choco-
late Chip Cookies.” The magazine still
runs the recipe, but now they call it “Clin-
ton Family’s Chocolate Chip Cookies” 

Clinton Family’s Chocolate Chip
Cookies

1 ½ C. all-purpose flour
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking soda
1 C. vegetable shortening

(Butter can be substituted for the
Vegetable shortening, but remember the
cookies will come out a bit flatter) 

1 C packed brown sugar
1/2 C granulated sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
2 eggs
2 C. old fashioned rolled oats
1 (12 oz.) pkg. chocolate chips
Preheat oven to 350. Spray two large

baking pans with non-stick cooking spray.
Combine flour, salt and baking soda

on a sheet of parchment paper or wax
paper.

Combine shortening, sugars and
vanilla in bowl and mix with electric
mixer until creamy. Add eggs, one at a
time and beat until light and fluffy. Grad-
ually beat in flour mixture and rolled oats
until well blended. Stir in chocolate chips
with a spoon. 

Drop batter by well-rounded tea-
spoons onto prepared baking pans. Bake 8
to 10 minutes or until golden. Let cool on
baking sheets set over wire racks for 2
minutes. Remove cookies to wire racks to
cool completely. 

Christmas
Are you ready for your Christmas

dinner? Need another dessert? Got older
kids running around and you’re hearing
“Mom, there is nothing to do!” Here is
your answer – a couple of days before
Christmas they can make that dessert for
the family: A Dump Cake.

Yes, I said “Dump.” For you Trump
haters, no fair calling them Dump Trump
cakes! Just dump some ingredients in a
baking dish, bake and you’ve got a deli-
cious cake. Only thing you dirty is the
baking dish, a knife to cut the butter, a can
opener and maybe a small bowl to melt
some butter in the microwave. No mixing
bowls to wash and no beating.

The following recipe reminds me of a
pineapple upside down cake.

Pineapple Dump Cake 
Preheat oven to 350
1 Box pineapple cake mix
1 stick butter, sliced into patties
1 Large Can Crushed Pineapple
Small amount of brown sugar – no

more than a couple of tablespoons.
In 9 x 13 baking pan pour in pineap-

ple, juice and all. Sprinkle dry cake mix

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

Click on “Local News” at 

20 HP • 30 HP • 60 HP
120 HP Tractors

16 FT Dump Trailer

www.cowboystock.net

We have the size for your job!

209-652-9043
Call for an estimate
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chain link wood wrought iron

chain link • wood fence • wrought iron
privacy plus • gate operators

security windows • security doors • barbed wire
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• Borders
• Driveways
•Walkways
• Patios
• Pool Decks
• Large & Small Slabs
• Stamped Concrete
•Stained Concrete

Marty Owen -
The Concrete Guy

Marty has a passion for
creative concrete design.
Marty has been laying
concrete for 32 years and
has extensive experience
in every area of concrete,
from residential to
commercial.
Licensed & Bonded SCL#991137
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over the pineapple and spread evenly.
Spread butter over top and sprinkle top with
the brown sugar. Bake in preheated oven
until golden.

The following recipe reminded me of a
peach cobbler without all the fuss.

Peach Dump Cake
Preheat oven to 350
1 Lg. can sliced peaches
1 box Butter Pecan Cake mix
1 Cube Melted Butter
In 9 x 13 cake pan pour the peaches and

juice, Sprinkle the cake mix over top to
cover peaches. Pour melted butter over top.
(Note: You can sprinkle a little cinnamon
over top if desired) Bake in preheated oven
for 50 minutes or until cake is done. Let cool
5 minutes, serve warm in bowls with ice
cream if desired.

With the many varieties of canned fruit
and pie fillings in the market and the flavors
of cake mixes on the shelves, don’t just limit
yourself to peaches and pineapple. Let your
kids pick what they want and you may be
quite surprised.

Whatever you do and wherever you go
on Christmas day, I hope and pray you have
a great and blessed day and the New Year
will be happy and prosperous for you and
your family.

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

Happy Everything
Senior Report

By Patti Groh

WE WISH YOU AMERRY CHRIST-
MASANDAHAPPYNEWYEAR!

Please imagine that set to music, but
hopefully not me singing it. I love Christmas
music. I hear complaints about the radio and
storesstarting it tooearly,but it’snot toomuch
for me.

The first two Saturdays of December,
Seniors sales were very successful and beau-
tiful. If you missed the boutique, there are
somegreat things left.Stop inat theCenter for
a look-see.TheTreasureHousehadsomenice
Christmas things. Give it a glance at the next
sale, Jan. 7, 2017.

The Seniors’ new officers and board
members were installed at the wonderful
Christmas dinner/party on Dec. 13. Everyone
is looking forward to having a great new year
under the leadership of President Verlaine
Elinburg and Vice-President Carol Wood. I
know they look forward to your support.

There is a New Year’s Eve party at the
Center, starting at 6 p.m. It is a potluck appe-
tizer buffet. Again, stay as little or long as you
want. Games will be played after dinner. The
Center will be closed on New Year’s Day. It
will also be closed on Monday, Jan. 16, 2017
which isMartinLutherKingDay.Asoupand
sandwich luncheon is planned for Jan. 28.
Tickets will become available starting in Jan-
uary, and we can only accommodate 70 peo-
ple for this event so get your tickets early.

Looking just abit further into2017: tick-
ets will become available in February to get
yourchanceat thebeautifulquiltmadebyDot
Husted; Bunco party will be held Feb. 25;
cornedbeefandcabbagedinnerwillbeMarch
17. That quilt I’m talking about is hanging at
the Center. You definitely need to go in and
see it if you haven’t yet.

Membersshouldmark theircalendars for
thegeneralmeeting,heldon thesecondTues-
day of every month, at 6:30 p.m. You are
needed there for your ideas and input on the
Seniors’activities.Activitiesand lunchmenus
are listed on the monthly newsletter, available
at the Center or local businesses.

Our member and friend, Marie Sell,
passedaway thismonth.Agatheringwasheld
at the Center in remembrance of her.

The members have all received their re-
newal membership applications and we need
them all turned in ASAP so that we can get
out an updated membership roster. Applica-
tions are available at the Center and we wel-
come new members. The only requirement is
age 50 or older. Let me tell you, the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors feel young and that feeling
is contagious, so come catch it.
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Click on “Local News” at

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Please note that the following attempt at “poetry” was written last Christmas while
the presidential primary campaign was in full force and the historic election could not
have been imagined. I don’t know that I would change a word even now, though, because
our trust should not be placed in one president or congress, but in the timeless provisions
of the Constitution of the United States. If followed, the Constitution will indeed help to
keep us free, independent, strong – and yes, even greater.

As we hold our loved ones close this Christmas, let us pray for guidance for our
elected leaders. May they seize this opportunity to put aside personal aggrandizement and
political gain to insure that we enjoy the blessings of liberty and limited government en-
visioned in our founding documents. As Christmas and the new year approach, my wish
is for peace and prosperity throughout our great land and a renewed commitment to civility
and mutual respect.

With apologies to Clement Moore and to offended liberals everywhere, here goes:

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!
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Golden Valley
Baptist Church

Merry Christmas to the Ranchos and Beyond

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
www.goldenvalleybaptistchurch.org

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-170012/16

Celebrating the birth of Christ
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos

“For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.”

Luke 2:11

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

Grandma’s Night Before Christmas, 2015

‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house,
Not a creature was stirring, except Grandma’s computer mouse.
Three stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that the grandchildren soon would be there.
Grandpa was nestled all safe in his bed,
Snoring loudly enough to waken the dead.
And Grandma in her office - typing tap, tap, tap,
Ne’er settled her brain for a long winter’s nap.
When on the TV there arose such chatter,
Grandma rose from her desk chair to see what was the matter.
When what to her cataract eyes did appear,
But politicians with messages assaulting the ear.
Away to the remote she flew like a flash,
To turn off the noise; it gave her a rash!
But then in a twinkling she heard on the telly,
Such fantastic news that it turned her to jelly.
The announcer on Fox read a report oh so grand,
Saying freedom would reign throughout the land.
Santa’d filled all the stocking with Constitutions, you see,
To protect all the rights of you and of me.
Then pointing his finger at politicians of fame,
Santa whistled and shouted and called them by name.
“Bah, Schumer! Bah, Boxer! Bah, Bernie and Clinton!
On, Carson! On, Carly! On, Cruz! But not Biden!”
“To the well of the House to the floor of the Senate,
Go do your duty - and put your heart in it.”
And away politicians flew in their first-class jet seats,
Back to their districts to face the voters’heat.
They spoke not a word but went straight to their work,
And vowed to protect freedom, accepting no perks.
And Santa exclaimed, seeing things were now right,
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good night!”

For information and resources,
please visit www.teapartypatriots.org.

Merry Christmas
America
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Since 1985 • We are a California STAR Station
Emissions Testing and Repair • We employ only ASC Certified Technicians

Call for an estimate and appointment • Check us out on FaceBook
www.completecarcarefresno.com
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When I began my professional auto-
motive career in 1985, carburetors were
the predominate fuel delivery systems of
the day. BMW, Mercedes and some
other automotive manufactures did have
some fuel injected vehicles in production
but they were primarily mechanical fuel
injection. As "CAFE" (Corporate Aver-
age Fuel Economy) standards increased
in the U.S., pressure for improved fuel
mileage also increased, making way for
the modern computer-controlled fuel in-
jection vehicles.

One of the earliest electronic fuel
injection designs was the throttle body
system. It looked like a carburetor
bolted on top of the intake manifold
with wires connected. Fuel was
sprayed into the intake manifold
plenum where it was mixed with air
and waited for an intake valve to open.
These systems operated at very low
fuel pressures (10-13 p.s.i.). They
worked well but weren't much more
fuel efficient then their predecessor,
the carburetor. Throttle body was fol-
lowed by the early generations of port
fuel injection. These systems incorpo-
rated a fuel injector for every cylinder,
relocated the injector to the bottom of
the intake manifold runners and the
fuel pressure was increased to a whop-
ping 30-40 p.s.i. The first generations
of port fuel injection did not control
the fuel injectors individually. They
were controlled by the computer in
pairs or sets called "Gangs." Better
still, but port fuel injection would
eventually evolve into sequential fuel
injection. With sequential fuel injec-
tion, each fuel injector is controlled in-
dividually and the fuel is directed at
the intake valve at 60 p.s.i. just prior to
its opening.

The newest version of gasoline
fuel injection is gasoline direct injec-
tion. GDI engines are the fastest grow-
ing segment of the modern gasoline
engine market. Seventy-five percent of
vehicles sold in America are now GDI
vehicles. GDI incorporates a high-pres-
sure plunger type fuel pump driven by
an additional lobe on the camshaft.
Fuel pressures reach 3,000 p.s.i.

GDI engines come in two basic fla-

The Injection Section

vors: traditional solenoid-type fuel in-
jectors and piezo electric-type fuel in-
jectors. The traditional solenoid-type
injector is an electromagnet. When elec-
trical current passes through the coil of
wire inside the fuel injector, it creates a
magnetic field. The magnetic field at-
tracts the metal valve inside the injector
upward allowing gasoline to pass on
through. Because GDI operates at much
higher fuel pressures, a stronger mag-
netic force is required to lift the valve.
GDI solenoid fuel injectors operate at
voltages ranging from 60-100 volts.

GDI piezo fuel injectors are a com-
pletely different animal. Piezo injectors
use hundreds of thinly sliced crystal
wafers stacked on top of each other.
When a crystal wafer is subjected to an
electrical shock, it expands and remains
in that condition until it's shocked
again. A single wafer expands little but
hundreds stacked on top of each other
expand enough to open the injector.
Piezo injectors operate at voltages as
high as 450 volts. The higher voltages
increase the opening and closing speeds
of the Piezo injectors allowing up to
five injections per ignition event.

GDI systems do not mix gasoline
and air in the intake manifold. They are
separated until just prior to ignition.
When the intake valve opens, the air en-
tering the cylinder is swirled around in an
outer ring. The fuel injector is positioned
in the cylinder head so the gasoline is di-
rected at a ramp machined into the top of
the piston. The ramp concentrates and
redirects the gasoline upward directly
under the spark plug in the center of the
ring. If you could see inside the cylinder
it would look like a donut. The hole in
the middle is the pocket of concentrated
gasoline. The outer ring is primarily air.
When the pocket of gasoline is ignited, a
chain reaction begins. The initial pocket
of fuel is just enough to start the flame
front and is rapidly followed by a series
of additional injection events adding just
enough gasoline to keep the flame front
moving. As the flame front travels out-
ward it ignites the oxygen in the outer
ring. This process requires a much lower
air/fuel ratio and thereby increases fuel
mileage and power.

Unfortunately, GDI systems have
some serious draw backs. GDI technol-
ogy increases fuel mileage but it also
increases maintenance costs. Because
GDI systems do not spray gasoline into
the intake manifolds, the detergents in
the gasoline never comes into contact
with the manifold side of the intake

Please see HANDS on P. 14
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Be a Crab Feed “600” Sponsor

Is your business going to the Crab Feed? For $600 you get a table for
10, get to put your company banner up at the event, have your name
listed at every table, have your table introduced at the event and be
listed in the Ranchos Independent. Call 645-4001.

Friday, March 3 • 6 p.m.

At the beautiful DANTE CLUB
No-Host Bar • Music • Auctions

Your $50 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!
Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group. Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.

Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Crab Feed always sells out
so get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office, the Ranchos Independent,

Ranchos Pizza Factory or the Ranchos Café. 12/16

The 14th Annual Chamber

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at
our next meeting, always the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30
p.m. 37167 Ave. 12 Suite 5C. Call us at 645-4001.

Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001
Your Chamber at Work

With the community’s
help, over 100 bags of
needed supplies for
our veterans at the
Fresno VA hospital
were collected and
distributed as the re-

sult of the Chamber’s An-
nual Christmas Tree lighting event. Find out how you

can be a part of this vital Ranchos group. Call 645-4001.



Page 13

www.The Ranchos.com

community service opportunities.
The Letter-a-Thon is an S4C event, but

it is also supported by the Key Club organi-
zation. Key Club, however, is nationally rec-
ognized and gets students involved in
community service opportunities around the
world. Both clubs have come together for the
Letter-a-thon event with LHS donating a
total of $600.

“We [at LHS] are fortunate enough to
have two active service clubs on campus: the
nationally recognized Key Club and the lo-
cally recognized S4C,” said activities direc-
tor, Rebecca Harp-Sligh, during her own
speech.

Currently, S4C is run by the Associated

Student Body Community Service Commis-
sioner, Bailey, who was the lead coordinator
of the Letter-a-Thon. During an interview,
Bailey said, “Hopefully, what we donate to
Valley Children’s Hospital will comfort
them during this special time of the year.”

Both sophomores, Bailey and Folsom
contributed as much time, if not more, than
many juniors and seniors toward community
events and services. As fairly young and suc-
cessful leaders, both students worked within
their ASB Leadership committee in order to
make the Letter-a-Thon possible.

Bethany Sowell, developmental lead
and external development coordinator at
Valley Children’s, said she was grateful
and honored to retrieve the letters and
$4,600.

STUDENTS cont. from P. 3

application project budget.
Background

Previously, when the local non-
profit – South East Madera County
United (SEMCU) – advocated for in-
cluding LHS (based on a recommenda-
tion by County Engineer Alvina Prakash
at the Dec. 9, 2015 Town Hall hosted by
Supervisor Frazier), the State agreed,
though they said they would complete
the VTR consolidation with MD-10a
first. But, thanks to efforts by County
Public Works Director Ahmad
Alkhayyat and his staff, the new Water
Systems Consolidation Project, including
a new drinking water well, a new storage
tank and a new bank of solar panels that
will cut the overall system’s PG&E bill
in half, is bigger and better than ever.
Making the LHS consolidation with MD-
10a the focus of the funding application
to the State is the key, said Alkhayyat in
a phone interview with the Ranchos In-
dependent prior to the Dec. 16 meeting.
The details are still being worked out,
but southeast Madera County residents
can expect a full report from State Water
Board’s Kassy Chauhan of the Division
of Drinking Water, Greathouse and
County staff at Supervisor Frazier’s next
Town Hall Meeting, likely to be an-
nounced in a notice with an upcoming
monthly ratepayers’ mailed billing as
well as in the Ranchos Independent and
on its Facebook site. The benefit of the
new focus is the number of “equivalent
residential connections” that the County
can charge to the Project and which the
State will pay for. VTR has about 17
equivalent connections, whereas the Lib-
erty High School complex, including the
Ranchos Middle School, has nearly
1,000.

A previous stumbling block for
GVUSD was the fact that the high
school’s water system could not be ex-
tracted from the overall infrastructure of
the school complex and its bond that res-
idents are still paying off. To try to ex-
tract the schools’ water system from the
bond that all have contributed to solely
for the benefit of MD-10a ratepayers was
considered infeasible by the District’s
Bond Counsel, GVUSD Superintendent
Andy Alvarado said. And, as County
Planning Director Norman Allinder said,
it would have been “… as sticky as buy-
ing a relative’s used car.”

Going forward, the next step is to
get approval from GVUSD’s Board of
Trustees on the terms of the Grant
Agreement with the State. Alvarado will
give the board the news and the State and

County will prepare a full briefing for
them and the public at the next District
Board meeting scheduled for Jan. 24,
2017 at 6 p.m. at the LHS Library.

In the meantime, Alkhayyat’s staff,
including Engineers Mohammed
Alqutami and Alvina Prakash, will expe-
dite preparation of new design plans and
cost estimates for the funding application
in anticipation of a Grant Agreement
with all parties (State, County, VTR, and
GVUSD) being executed in the spring.
The County Planning Division will up-
date the California Environmental Qual-
ity Assurance (CEQA) Report and also
establish the “fair cost” as Allinder said,
for the price of an equivalent residential
connection.

The project remains a priority for the
Environmental Protection Agency and
the State Water Resources Control
Board, especially since both LHS and
VTR have arsenic contamination in their
wells. According to the Environmental
Integrity Project Report of September
2016, VTR ranks 9th among the top 20
worst arsenic concentrations in Califor-
nia Public Water Systems a full three
years after the EPA Notice of Noncom-
pliance to the State.

The newest and best incarnation of
the consolidation project still contains
the essential elements envisioned and
discussed at the last Ranchos Town Hall
Meeting on March 30, 2016:

Application Status: Active; now in-
cludes MD-10a, VTR, and GVUSD
(LHS)

Site Location: SAME (Ranchos)
New Well included: (Same — will

be sized to pump 800 gallons per minute)
Potential Storage Tank: SAME

(this will not be the LHS storage tank,
but a new one)

Solar Panels: SAME (County staff
will make a financial argument to in-
clude these in the grant-funded portion
of the Project — regardless, they will be
included to reduce energy costs, thanks
to the foresight of Alqutami)

Grant Funding: SAME ($5-10 mil-
lion)

“The way the conceptualization of
the Project has evolved, we’ve been able
to develop a stronger application,”
Allinder said.

“I will sit on the Governor’s
doorstep if necessary, to get this project
done,” Supervisor Frazier said.

In a phone interview with Connie
Clendenan, CEO of VTR, after the Dec.
16 meeting, she said VTR is on board to
“be a good neighbor” and do whatever
they can to promote this project in order
to get clean drinking water for the kids.

WATER cont. from P. 2

Liberty High School won the 2016-2017
Honorable Edward P. Moffat Madera County
MockTrialheldonDec.6,8and10.LibertyHigh
School battled
Madera, Madera
South and Yosemite
High Schools.

Liberty High’s
defense and Yosemite
High School’s prose-
cutionteamscompeted
in the championship
round held on Satur-
day, Dec. 10 at 10:30.
Liberty won the com-
petitionandwillattend
the State Mock Trial
on behalf of Madera
County.

“All of the teams did a great job, making
for a very competitive contest,” said Dr. Ce-
cilia Massetti, Madera County Superintendent
of Schools. “Mock Trial allows students to
demonstrate their learning in a powerful way.”

Liberty High School will represent
Madera County at the state competition

March 24-26 in Riverside. Team members in-
clude Elizabeth Alvey, Elijah Banda,
Cheyenne Collier, Wyatt Faccinto, Travin

Feramisco, Sarah
Folsom, Calissa
Haney, Lilyana
Jones, Emily Koop,
Kaylan May, Vivian
Montijo, Madison
Person, Zachory Pia,
AmandaPolster,Gre-
gory Reitz, Haley
Yang. The team is
coached by Keri De-
long and former
Mock Trial partici-
pants, Cody Egan,
Carissa Miller, and
Bethany Samarin.

LocalattorneysRachel Cartier and Daniel Martin
also coached the team. Alyza Lovenguth from
Liberty High School won the Courtroom Jour-
nalist competition. She wrote a news article
based on Thursday’s competition.

This was Liberty High School’s seventh
year participating and fourth win.

Liberty High Wins Mock Trial

Liberty High School’s victorious Mock Trial
team heads to Riverside in March for the State Cham-
pionship.

NOTICE • NOTICE • NOTICE • NOTICE • NOTICE

Dawson-Mauldin Construction, Inc.
has been contracted by the County of
Madera to complete sidewalk construction
along the south side of Avenue 12 between
Road 37 and Road 37 ½. The project in-
cludes new sidewalks, driveway approaches,
curb ramps, a bus turnout and shelter pad and
minor lawn sprinkler alterations.

Dawson-Mauldin intends on begin-
ning construction on or about Dec. 19. It is
estimated that the project will take ap-
proximately one month to complete.

Dawson-Mauldin apologizes in ad-

vance for any delays or inconveniences
that may be experienced as a result of their
work and have asked for the Ranchos’ co-
operation. Careful planning has been made
to allow for individuals’ access to their
property throughout the project construc-
tion. Dawson-Mauldin will make every ef-
fort to minimize any impacts.

If you have any questions or concerns
you may contact Josh Kirk with Madera
County at 559-675-7811 or Dawson-Mauldin
at 714-378-1533. You may also contact Car-
men Manganaan at 559-896-0098.

Sidewalk Construction on Ave. 12
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
From Our Family To Yours!

12/16

Thank You
for making our
2 YEARS

so successful!

645-8918

Richard Hallert, of Madera Ranchos, passed away on Sunday, Nov. 27, 2016 at
the age of 71. He will be dearly missed by everyone who knew and loved him.

Richard was born in Oakland, Calif. and lived in the Bay Area until 2006 when
he married Kathleen and moved down to the Ranchos. He never got used to the hot
temperatures in the Valley, but loved the small community of Madera Ranchos which
reminded him of Newark, the community where he had been living prior. Richard was
an architect of 35 years and was an active member of The San Joaquin Chapter of
American Institute of Architects. Richard had his hands in many committees such as
the Lyons, Water and GVUSD Bond Oversight committees, to name a few. His love
though was working as a Mentor at Liberty High School in the ACE (Architectural,
Construction and Engineering) program of America, whose mission is to engage, ex-
cite and inspire students to pursue careers in design and construction. He loved those
students and would always bring his famous snickerdoodles for them to snack on. He
also had the honor of working with a local Boy Scout, who was working to achieve
his Eagle Scout award, by designing the Ranchos welcome sign on Avenue 12, which
is almost complete.

He is survived by his wife, Kathleen; his children, Rhonda Dotterer and Tim; Jen-
nifer Hallert and Paul; Julie Hallert and Jay; and step-sons Daniel Voolstra and
Amanda; and Nicholas Voolstra and Hayley; his brother David and wife Jane from
Colorado; sister- in-law Susan Hallert from Oakdale; 14 grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. He will be buried in Hughson, Calif. near his brother.

In Memoriam

Richard Hallert -- November 27, 2016

valves and oil deposits on top of the
valve are not washed away. The oil de-
posits are baked onto the valve surfaces
creating carbon build up. Once a suffi-
cient amount of carbon is accumulated
on the back side of the intake valve, the
air entering the cylinder tumbles in-
stead of swirls. This disrupts the donut
pattern in the cylinder and the ignition
sequence is compromised. The mal-
function indicator lamp in the dash will
illuminate and a misfire code P0300
will be set.

At this time the only way to remove
the internal carbon deposits is to disas-
semble the engine and blast the carbon
off using walnut shells. This process is
obviously time consuming and costly.
There are a couple of proactive ideas
being circulated that may be helpful. One
idea says switching to synthetic oil helps.
Regular motor oil is derived from petro-
leum-based chemical compounds includ-
ing hydrocarbons. Eliminating carbon

from your oil sounds like a good strategy
to me.

The second idea suggests an addition
to our routine maintenance schedules.
Periodically a chemical should be
sprayed into the intake manifold reduc-
ing carbon deposits before they have
time to accumulate. I'm not sure about
the second. It's possible the chemical
may destroy the catalytic converters. In
that case the cure is worse than the dis-
ease. I know many of us have these ve-
hicles parked in our driveways so as
more information becomes available I'll
be sure to pass it on.

As always, I am looking for future
topics. If you have any suggestions or
questions concerning a vehicle, I can be
contacted at complete_car_care@hot-
mail.com or Facebook me at Complete
Car Care.

Please have a Merry CHRISTmas
and a happy and prosperous New Year.

God Bless America and God Bless
93636,

Warren Parr

HANDS cont. from P. 11
Self-Help Legal Document Assistant NowOffering:

•

•
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Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001R • Exp. 8/10/18

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

Legal Document Services
Notary Public • Fax •Copy • Scan

Print •Mobile Services

doTerra Essential OilWellness Advocate

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide self-help services at your specific direction.”
New Location by Appointment, Please • 36141 Ave. 12 #109 • Madera, CA • 93636
559-395-4640 office•www. JudysLegalDocmentService.Com

Merry

Christm
as &

Happy
New

Year!
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674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

12/16

HOURS
Mon 9-4

Tues - Fri 8-5:30
Sat 8-3:30

SENIOR DAY
Every Thursday,

all SENIOR haircuts
are just $10!

439-2004
call

Haircuts only $12 • Bring in this coupon and get

$2 OFF!
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Certified Pure Therapeutic Grade Essential Oils
100 percent All Natural • No Fillers or Harmful Additives

Do you suffer from:
Headaches • Pain • Allergies • Seizures • Arthritis

Heartburn • Weight Issues • Sleep Problems • Stress
Depression • Asthma • Colds & Flu • Indegestion

Menstrual Issues • Acne • Eczema • Skin Disorders
And Much More ...

Tina Shannon • Wellness Advocate

www.mydoterra.com/tinashannon • damaw3@yahoo.com12/16

Then I can help you!

645-4948 or 430-7131call

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Pete & Maria’s Italian Bistro will be closed from
December 24, 2016 through January 2, 2017.

Merry Christmas to All!
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Precious

A year ago this month, I had the joy of
helping one of my senior clients decorate
for Christmas. Due to her physical limita-
tions, she had decided not to, but I could tell
that putting up the tree and her favorite
things would go a long way to lift her spir-
its so, I insisted. Little did we know that
would be her last Christmas here.

We went out to the garage where she
showed me stacks of
Christmas bins. As I
lifted the lids and
pulled things out she
chose the ornaments
and decorations that
were most precious to
her. We brought them
in. She sat and recol-
lected where things went and I did my best
to position the decorations to her prefer-
ences. It was dark outside when I left that
day. She had a huge smile and as I drove
away the glow of the tree lights through the
window was a delightful scene. I knew her
Christmas would be a little merrier sur-
rounded by her favorite things.

In January, I packed her precious orna-
ments and trimmings in new bins to keep
them separate from the rest of the decora-
tions, with plans to purge and donate the
discards. This was in keeping with her goal
to downsize her belongings so that they

wouldn’t be a burden on her family
when she was gone.

Even though it was an hour drive
to her place, she was such a delight
that I looked forward to our almost
weekly organizing sessions. The
week after Mother’s Day we met and
continued the process of purging, dis-
carding and organizing. The follow-
ing Thursday I stood on her doorstep
and no one answered. I was immedi-
ately concerned and called her cell
phone and left a voicemail message. I
was briefly relieved when I saw a re-
turn call from her. But it was her son,
sadly informing me that she had un-
expectedly passed away the day be-
fore. Through the window I spoke
words of comfort to her furry little
companion who was barking inside.
She indeed was precious to many and
is missed by all.

I share this experience to chal-
lenge you to focus on what’s truly

precious to you
this Christmas
season. Organiz-
ing, whether it’s
your stuff or
your life, is all
about prioritiz-
ing — letting the
cream rise to the

top and letting go of the rest. If every-
thing’s precious, then nothing’s pre-
cious. Give priority to the people,
things, and activities that mean the
most to you. If you don’t make those
decisions, someone else will make
them for you.

As my client’s son opens the
Christmas bins we packed last Janu-
ary, he will see the decorations his
mom truly valued. By selecting what
mattered most, it lightened her load
and his too. Will others see what you
value by your holiday traditions, dec-
orations, meals and gatherings? Can
you lighten your load and enjoy the
season more by intentionally select-
ing that which matters most to you
and letting go of the rest?

May you and yours find joy in fo-
cusing on what is precious to you this
Christmas. For me, it is the joy of
knowing Jesus — the reason for the
season.

Contact Organized by Choice
(because things don’t always fall
into place) at P.O. Box 26152,
Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-871-3314
or email info@organizedbychoice.com.
You can also visit their website at
www. organizedbychoice.com.

I share this experience to
challenge you to focus on what’s
truly precious to you this
Christmas season.
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36734AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

12/16

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

*SPECIAL RATES WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!
COUPON GOOD THROUGH 1/21/201737357 AVE. 12 • NEXT TO LEE KITCHEN

GLASS • PLASTIC • ALUMINUM
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Aluminum Cans
$1.80/lb.*

(25 lbs. or more)

mas .
I don ’ t have any sna rky com-

men t s fo r you th i s t ime a round .
No funny anecdo tes abou t some
s i l l y t w i t t h a t a g g r a v a t e d m e o r
some p iece of news tha t made me
l o s e f a i t h i n h u m a n i t y . N o , t h i s
mon th I ju s t wan t to sha re some-
t h i n g t h a t h a s b e e n o n m y m i n d
a n d h e a r t s i n c e I l o s t m y b e a u t i -
f u l m o m : L o v e e a c h o th e r . C h e r -
i s h e a c h o t h e r . D o n ’ t l e t y o u r
f a m i l y a n d f r i e n d s d o u b t f o r a
second how much you ca re abou t
t h e m a n d w h a t t h e y m e a n t o y o u
b e c a u s e y o u c o u l d b e s i t t i n g i n
y o u r o f f i c e t o m o r r o w a f t e r n o o n
a n d g e t a c a l l t h a t c h a n g e s y o u r
e n t i r e l i f e . S u d d e n l y y o u w i l l
n e v e r s e e t h e m a g a i n . Y o u w i l l
n e v e r h e a r t h e i r l a u g h o r w r a p
y o u r a r m s a r o u n d t h e i r n e c k a n d
k i s s the i r cheek . There i s no sec -
o n d c h a n c e t o m a k e s u r e t h e y

knew how impor t an t they were in
your l i f e . I ’m lucky . My mom and
I w e r e v e r y c l o s e . S h e w a s m y
b e s t f r i e n d a n d w e s p o k e n e a r l y
e v e r y d a y . I d o n ’ t d o u b t f o r a
s e c o n d t h a t s h e l o v e d m e m o r e
t h a n l i f e i t s e l f a n d I a m c e r t a i n
s h e k n e w h o w m u c h I l o v e d h e r .
S t i l l , t he re wi l l a lways be th ings
le f t unsa id , memor ies le f t unmade
and love le f t unsha red .

As you ce l eb ra t e the b i r t h o f
Chr i s t , r emember Hi s words : “A
new command I g ive to you: Love
one another . As I have loved you ,
so you mus t l ove one ano the r , ”
( John 13:34 NIV) . So , don’ t wa i t .
Ca l l , wr i t e , t ex t , ema i l , s end
smoke s igna l s i f you have to , bu t
t e l l you r loved ones how much
they mean to you th i s Chr i s tmas
and a lways because , a f t e r a l l , to -
morrow is no t promised .

May you a l l have a Ble s sed
and Merry Chr i s tmas and a Happy
and Hea l thy New Year !

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!
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By Karen Petryna

Primarily through the efforts of South
East Madera County United (SEMCU),
nearly 50 dry wells, or “drain wells,” have
been installed in southeast Madera since last
year. Designed to reduce flood conditions
and allow groundwater
recharge, the simplified
well design, created by
local environmental and
engineering consulting
company Provost &
Prichard and approved by
Madera County Public
Works has been used on
volunteered residential
properties to install the
wells at no cost to owners
throughout southeast
Madera County.

As witnessed by Dis-
trict 1 Supervisor Brett Fra-
zier in early December
during his second tour of
drain wells since February,
SEMCU has honed the in-
stallation procedure down
to a pretty fine science. The 3C drilling com-
pany’s rig first installs a three-foot diameter
hole at a depth of 5 feet. This ultimately
holds a casing of the same dimensions into
which crushed river rock is poured around a
4-inch diameter piece of slotted PVC pipe.
The pipe then fits in a 50-foot hole that is ul-
timately drilled and through which surface
water from rain drains.

After 3C changes from a 3- to a 2-foot
diameter bit, they begin drilling to the bot-
tom of the hole. The process involves grind-
ing up the native hardpan then pulling it out
of the hole and dumping it on the ground.

Dry Well Installations in
Ranchos Area Continues

Next, a corrugated black pipe and the PVC
well pipe are placed in the hole and a dump
truck of crushed rock is backfilled between
the two to fill it up and secure the piping in
place. This creates a semi-permanent and
good-sized storage capacity underground
which virtually eliminates flooding in the
surrounding area and allows the rainwater
to slowly percolate through the conduit
piercing the hardpan so that it can trickle
down and be filtered by the soil until it
reaches groundwater, generally found at a
depth of 250 to 350 feet below ground sur-
face in the region.

On the surface, the well is covered
with a plastic grate which is cemented in

place and covered with yet
more rock to help ensure
that the well stays in place
and presents no danger of
people, animals or objects
falling in. Of course, some
surface soil and debris does
flow into the well with the
rainwater and ultimately it
will clog up with such ma-
terial and lose its function-
ality. This process is
estimated to take 10 to 20
years, depending on sur-
face conditions. Hence the
well is considered only
semi-permanent, yet it
never needs to be removed.

For additional safety
and protection of ground-
water, the County imposes

the same placement restrictions on the
drain wells that it does on septic wells such
that they cannot be too close to other wells
or surface structures or property bound-
aries.

SEMCU continues to collect names of
residential property owners who are inter-
ested in learning whether one or more drain
wells can be installed on their property be-
ginning again after the rainy season ends
and as additional funds are donated to the
cause. Please contact SEMCU at 363-9095
if you are interested in getting on the free
drain wells list.

District 1 Supervisor Brett
Frazier, left, discusses a drain
well installation with SEMCU
Foundation President Igal
Treibatch and Madera County
Fire Division Chief, David Allen.
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are

you moving but you still
want to keep in touch with

what’s happening in the
Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com
Ranchos IndependentThe
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Click on “Local News” at

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 45 years ex-
perience - Tailoring, repairs and
leathers. Fast service. NEW
HOURS: Monday-Thursday 8-5.
36027 Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-
4583.

Carpet Cleaning

Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce
today for a free estimate. 559-676-
0760.

Child Care

Child Care - Susan Ryan Day Care.
Newborn to 5 years old. Licensed. Call
661-4725 or 706-0424.

Chimney Sweep

Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove inserts,
pellet stoves and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER THINK
SAFETY, BURN SAFELY! Call 559-
908-9332.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room addi-

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Classified

T O A D V E R T I S E C A L L 6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

Recyclables Pick Up

KEEP IT LOCAL - FREE RECY-
CLABLE PICKUP - KIDS 4 RECY-
CLING offers pickup of all
recyclable materials including paper,
plastic, glass, aluminum and card-
board. Call Diana at 999-6832 or
645-1048. Funds support Ranchos
community organizations and
schools.

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Rototill-
ing - Mowing - Scraping - Stump Grind-
ing - Roll-off Bins. Call John at
908-1066.

Tractor Work - House Pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities in-
stalled. Call 559-970-4476.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home windows,
shower doors and car windows. Cobweb
removal too. Fully insured. Call Nick
at 285-1723. Free estimates.

Ask about our SENIOR DISCOUNT!

tions, barns and patios. Call 559-970-4476.

F i r e w o o d

F o r S a l e - S e a s o n e d A l m o n d
f i r e w o o d . R o u n d o r s p l i t .
C a l l 2 5 9 - 7 1 2 2 o r 6 4 5 - 5 5 2 3 .

For Sale

White Whirlpool 28-inch self-cleaning
electric oven - used. Good condition
$400. Also have peacock tail feathers $1
each. Call 559-312-0891.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor special izing in
both cont inuous and standard rain
gut ters . General Contractor - Re-
pair Maintenance. 32 years working
in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Help Wanted

Need help sitting for large dog and
checking on elderly mother. Please
call 960-9655 for details.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have your
house spring-cleaned all year long.
Experienced, Responsible, Honest.
Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
are crazy cheap

SUDOKU

©2016 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

call

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of the
Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). Learn
how you can add your Ranchos-area business to this site!
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www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 24
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 12/16

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top dol-
lar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 12/16

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Real Estate

12/16

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

• It was noted American playwright and es-
sayist Arthur Miller who gave the follow-
ing sage advice: "Don't be seduced into
thinking that that which does not make a
profit is without value."
• In the early 20th century, celebrated race-

horse Man o' War won 20 of his 21 career
races. Interestingly, his one loss (often at-
tributed to a terrible start and the extra
weight he was carrying) was to a horse
named Upset.
• Statistically speaking, you probably live
within 320 miles of the place you were born.
• Have you ever experienced a social situa-
tion in which you have to introduce some-
one, but you can't quite remember their
name? In Scotland, there's a word to de-
scribe the hesitation caused by that moment
of panic: a tartle.

• According to a poll conducted by outdoor
recreation retailer Gander Mountain, almost
half of all hunters have some kind of ritual
they observe to increase their chances for a
lucky hunt. Some hunters go the entire sea-
son without shaving, some start each hunt
at a particular time, some kiss the first bul-
let, some do an "anti-rain" dance -- the vari-
ations are endless.
• Getting married soon, but working with a
tight budget? If you're considering cutbacks,
you might not want to put the honeymoon
on the chopping block. Researchers have

found that couples who go on a honeymoon
tend to have longer-lasting marriages than
those who skip the trip -- no matter how
much or how little you spend.
• Thought for the Day: "If I seem to take
part in politics, it is only because politics
encircles us today like the coil of a snake
from which one cannot get out, no matter
how much one tries. I wish therefore to
wrestle with the snake." -- Mahatma
Gandhi.

© 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

We couldn’t have asked for a finer community
with which to do business. May your home be blessed with

contentment, prosperity and joy this holiday season.
FFrroomm  tthhee  ssttaaffff   aatt::

JJeerrrryy  EEddddiinnggss,,  RReeaallttoorrss
443355--11889900  oorr  664455--11889900

3377114444  AAvvee..  1122,,  SSttee..  110022  ••  MMaaddeerraa  RRaanncchhooss
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WWee’’rree  SSOOLLDD  ......
On Neighbors
Like You!

BRE Lic. #01454566

Maria
Fotopoulos - Cercone

Real estate is
our life!

We make
real estate
dreams a
reality.

Cell 559-250-6740 • Office 559-645-1212
maria@ossrealtor.com • Ranchos resident for more than 30 years!

I’m ready to assist you with all of your real estate needs. Whether
you’re buying or selling, moving across town or out of state, I’m

here to help. Your housing needs deserve the care of a specialist. 

12
/1
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in theRanchos!
Notary in theRanchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching & Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-970-4635
mlvconst@gmail.com 

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. Sanders
General & Custom

Auto Service
& Repairs

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valley

Tree pruning, shaping & trimming
Tree Cabling • Tree removal

Fully Insured • 8+ Years Experience • Trained Arborist
559-347-8408 • www.cvhtc.com

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos

Today!

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

How about 10,000 Ranchos residents each
month who look at Business Directory ads?

(559) 645-0634 • (559) 645-4002 fax 
The Ranchos Independent • The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
(559) 645-0634  

The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR $25?

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 

call Mag Anaya Jr.
559-974-1357Ranchos

Resident

NEED WATER?
CALL NOW

875-6699

Lic. #842676

“Plumbing
problem?
Plumbing
solution!
Call
Vern!”
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Make your holiday preparations one step at a time in order to avoid
being overwhelmed and leaving things undone. That confusing family situation continues to work
itself out.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Ease this year's holiday money pressures by letting your thrifty
side guide you as you look for those perfect gifts that typically reflect your good taste and love of
beauty.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You'll have a good handle on potential holiday problems if you
delegate tasks to family members, friends or co-workers -- most of whom will be more than happy to
help out.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Right now you are especially vulnerable to holiday scams that seek
to take advantage of your generosity. Best advice: Check them out before you send out your checks.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) The upcoming holiday season gives the Big Cat much to purr about.
Relationships grow stronger, and new opportunities loom on the horizon, just waiting to be pounced on.

V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) A changing situation brings conflicting advice
about how to go forward with your holiday plans. Your best bet: Make the decision you feel most
comfortable with.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Holiday plans get back on track after some confusion
about the direction you expected to take. A potentially troublesome money matter needs your
immediate attention.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your holiday preparations are on track. But you need to
confront a personal situation while you can still keep it from overwhelming everything else.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Tight financial matters ease a bit during
this holiday season. But the sagacious Sagittarian is well-advised to keep a tight hold on the reins while
shopping for gifts.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Don't put off making decisions about this
year's holiday celebrations, despite the negative comments you've been getting from several quarters.
Do it NOW!

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) The holidays will bring new friends and new
opportunities. Meanwhile, be careful to use your energy wisely as you go about making holiday
preparations.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) There's good news coming from a most unlikely source.
And it could turn out to be one of the best holiday gifts you have had in years. Remember to stay positive.

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.

You are respected for your honesty and loyalty. You make friends
slowly -- but with rare exceptions, they're in your life forever.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

DAVIS PLUMBING • 559-977-6289
Lic. #842676
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1. FOOD & DRINK: What is another name
for the filbert nut?
2. TELEVISION: What was Chandler's
last name on the comedy series "Friends"?
3. ARCHITECTURE: Who designed the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial in
Washington, D.C.?
4. LANGUAGE: Where did the term "the
blind leading the blind" originate?
5. MYTHOLOGY: In one of Hercules'
fabled labors, he had to slay a beast that
kept sprouting new heads. What was its
name?
6. U.S. CITIES: What city carries the
nickname "Iron City"?
7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: The direction
of starboard on a boat means what?
8. LITERATURE: What famous Latin
American author wrote the novel "The
General in his Labyrinth"?
9. MUSIC: Where did the Rolling Stones
get their name?
10. MONEY: Prior to the euro, what was
the name of Greece's currency?

1.Hazelnut
2.Bing
3.ArchitectMayaLin
4.Hindutexts,theUpanishads.Thephrase

alsoappearsintheBible.
5.Hydra
6.Pittsburgh
7.Therightsideofaboatwhenlooking

forward
8.GabrielGarciaMarquez
9.FromaMuddyWatersbluessong
10.Thedrachma

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2016 King Features Synd., Inc.
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