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Click on “Local News” at

Kieran Devere,
14, of the Madera
Ranchos, traveled to
San Diego on the
weekend of Aug. 6
to participate in the
USAT (USA
Triathalon) Youth
National Triathlon
Ch amp i o n s h i p s .
Coming off a fifth
place finish in last
year’s race, Kieran,
sponsored by Pinna-
cle Women's Rac-
i n g / H a m m e r
Nutrition, was able
to pull off the win
this year and was
crowned the USAT
Youth National
Champion in the 13-
15 year old female
division. Her time of
30 minutes and 55
seconds was 8 sec-
onds faster than
Maria Grilliot from Ohio, who was sec-
ond, and 1 minute and 1 second faster
than Madelynn Taulman of Colorado
Springs, Colo., who was third.

Participants from all over the coun-

try attended the
event which served
as the National
Championship race
for junior triathletes.
The event was spon-
sored by USA
Triathlon, the na-
tional governing
body for the sport of
triathlon in the
United States. The
event spent the last
two years here on
the West Coast in
San Diego, and next
year will move to a
designated location
somewhere on the
East Coast.

Kieran began
running when she
was five years old
with the "Fun Runs"
put on by the Ran-
chos Rotary Club
and the Ranchos

Volunteer Fire Department. Kieran and
her parents would like to thank these
local sponsors for spurring her enjoy-
ment and development in healthy, life-
long activities.

The Madera Ranchos’ Kieran Devere,
14, won the USAT Youth National Triathlon
Championships in San Diego on Aug. 6.

Ranchos Teen National Champion

By Randy Bailey

When she was six years old, Emma
Tucker’s dad, Robin Tucker, bought her
what any 6-year-old girl would want: a
race car. No Barbie. No My Little Pony.A
race car.

A real race car.
She would sit in it but she would not

let Robin start the engine while she was
in it. The car was put in the corner of the
shop and sat there for the next three years
until Emma’s brother, Dillon, turned six.
That birthday resulted in getting the car
out, clean-
ing it up
and carting
it off to the
t r a c k
where Dil-
lon was
going to try
out racing.
After Dil-
lon’s first
p r a c t i c e ,
the curious 9-year-old big sister said, “I
want to try it!” She did and when she fin-
ished her practice, Robin said she could
hardly contain herself. “She was so ex-
cited about driving a racecar,” Robin said.
“She was hooked!”

Today, Emma is the driver of the #88
Ranchos Auto Repair/Chuck’s Transmis-
sion Late Model Stock Car at Madera
Speedway. She is a 16-year-old junior at
Liberty High School in the Madera Ran-
chos where she is an honor roll student,
runs cross country and plays on the Lady
Hawks soccer team.

But it all started seven years ago after

that racing itch got in her blood. She
started racing Quarter Midgets when she
was nine and quickly found success win-
ning races and setting track records her
very first year. During the entire five years
that she raced Quarter Midgets, she won
many races and earned five champi-
onships. She was racing with the Good
Times Quarter Midget Racing Club which
is located right next to Madera Speedway
where her dad, Robin, raced for 22 years.
Emma’s skill resulted in her racing all
over the state of California and in Nevada
with the family in tow traveling in the RV

to tracks
and racing
for three
days at a
time and
often at na-
t i o n a l
weeklong
events. She
met many
p e o p l e
from all

over the country and Canada and made
many friends.

After her first five years of Quarter
Midget racing, it was time for Emma to
move to the Madera Speedway. Her dad
bought her a Legend Car, which is a
replica of a 1939 Ford coupe with a
1200cc Yamaha engine. It was very fast
and a big jump from Quarter Midgets but,
as expected, she did well. She only ran the
car three times because Robin felt it was
not the safest car for her.

Even in car racing a dad is a dad.

Tearing Up the Track at Sixteen

The Madera Ranchos’ Emma Tucker has a Fever
and the Only Prescription is More Racing!

Emma Tucker has graduated to a full-size stock car called a
“late model” that she races at Madera Speedway.

Please see RACING on P. 17

By Randy Bailey

Criminals looking for valuable copper
and easy pickings have hit the Liberty High
School football stadium twice in the month
ofAugust, ironically hitting the stadium the
second time as the School Board was au-
thorizing repairs
for the first act of
thievery.

“The first
time was during
the evening be-
tween August 8
and 9,” said Jim
Monreal, Chief
Business Official
for Golden Valley
Unified School
District. “The sec-
ond was sometime during the night be-
tween August 11 and 12.”

The damage is estimated at $56,000
and is so extensive that the entire stadium is
not only going to have its electrical com-
pletely redone, but its telephone lines and
fiber optics lines as well. The impact of the

crime has not only taken away lighting for
the stadium but the entire sound system as
well.

There is another cost to the school dis-
trict and to the Ranchos. Even though in-
surance will pay for the bulk of the repairs,
the district will have to cover approxi-

mately $5,000 of
the cost. “That’s
about $600 to
$700 less than
what we get from
the state for one
student to attend
school for one
year,” Monreal
said. “We're basi-
cally taking the
money out that we
would have re-

ceived for one student to make this repair.”
Last year was the first year the Liberty

High Hawks got to play in their completed
stadium and their second season home
opener in the stadium is scheduled for Sept.

Thieves Strip LHS Stadium ofWire

The prize, obviously worth getting arrested for
or even dying for, is expensive copper wire.

Please see COPPER on P. 11
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EQUINE
SENIOR DELIGHT

ALL HORSE WALK-THRU
GATE/PANELS • HEAVY DUTY

$5 OFF*

20% OFF

IT’S FLY SEASON!

ALL FLY SPRAY
15% OFF

GET 2% BACK ON ALL PURCHASES!

*3rd bag with the purchase of
2 bags at regular price.

from KING FEED

DON’T FORGET!
ACTIVATE YOUR

ALL HEAVY DUTY
CORRAL PANELS
12’ , 14 ’ OR 20’

15% OFF

15% OFF

FLY MASKS
$3 OFF

DOG KENNELS
10’x6’x6

8/11
prices exp. 9/30/11
except where noted

3V
REWARD CARD

We sell QUALITY hay • We sell PROPANE • We DELIVER

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto”

ALL

CHICKEN
PENS

15% OFF

DIAMOND DOG FOOD

40 LB. BAG
ALL VARIETIES

$2 OFF

POULTRY

16% LAYER CRUMBLE
10% OFF

all

Alfalfa, Oat, Forage, Orchard Grass,
Wheat Hay, Straw and Others

PROPANE
All size bottles welcome • $10 minimum

RV’s and Motorhomes Welcome

Alfalfa Hay ............................... $15.49 per bale
Oat Hay ............................ $9.95(and up)per bale
Orchard Grass (Best in Town) .......... $16.99 per bale
Cattle Hay ................................. $6.95 per bale
Straw .......................................... $5.95 per bale

STORE-WIDE
SUMMER CLEARANCE
10-50% OFF!
COME BY AND CHECK

IT OUT

By Christi McKinney

Madera County has experienced a rash
of residential burglaries, property theft and
an array of other illegal activities this sum-
mer. This activity has caused Madera County
Sheriff JohnAnderson to issue a publicwarn-
ing about an increase in residential burglaries
where the victims have been at home when
the crimes occurred.

Thieves are targeting homes either dur-
ing the day or overnight and burglars have

become very brazen. In a number of recent
cases, residents have reported two suspects, a
middle-aged woman and an older man, driv-
ing a white, late model truck. However, both
the vehicle description as well as the de-
scription of the individuals often varies. The
woman knocks at the front door – presum-
ably to find out if anyone is at home – while
the male suspect sits out front in the truck. If
someone answers the door the woman will
go into a sob story about how her car had
broken down and how she needs to use the

phone to call for help. If she’s let into the
home she has the opportunity to scout what
valuables you have and the best way to get
into the home. If nobody answers the door
they presume that nobody is home and they
then usually enter through the back yard.
They’ve been very successful at getting past
“guard dogs” usually with a handful of
“Jerky Treats.” They gain entry by either
breaking a window or removing a sliding
glass door. In one reported case, the owner
refused to answer the door thinking whoever

was at the door would leave. As a result, the
suspects gained entry, thinking the house was
unoccupied, only to runwhen they came face
to face with the resident. In another particu-
larly frightening incident, older children had
been left at home alone and had been told by
their parents not to answer the door to
strangers. The suspects entered the home and
came face to face with the children before
quickly leaving. Ranchos residents have re-

Summer Brings Increase of Criminal Activity in the Madera Ranchos

Please see CRIME on P. 11
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By Ellen Mester

Imagine a beautiful autumn evening (Sept. 17 to be exact), sipping a glass of wine and
listening to live “cool jazz” music at Birdstone Winery — and in doing so, supporting the
Friends of the Ranchos Library. We are calling this our inaugural Cool Jazz andWine. It’s
our new fundraising event for the library. The tickets are available at the Ranchos Library
or through the Friends. The cost is $25 each or $40 per couple. There will be hors d’oeu-
vres, live music and Birdstone’s award-winning wine. It all begins at 5 p.m. on Sept. 17 and
tickets may be purchased at the door.We hope the Ranchos community will join us in sup-
port of the library.

New Branch Manager
Please welcome Garin Gonzalez as the new BranchManager for the Ranchos Library.

Garin has been working the past three years at the Madera Library as the Reference Li-
brarian. He hails fromOregon, but relocated his family to Fresno and is looking forward to
his new role as Branch Manager of the Ranchos Library. I will be working at the Madera
Library as the Managing Librarian until a new County Librarian is hired to replace Linda
Sitterding, who retired at the end of July. I will still be involved in the community, only in
a different role. The Ranchos is my home and I still hope to see a new library built here one
day. I will miss seeing everyone on a daily basis. You are all very special to me and I want
to thank you for making this such an enjoyable place to live and work.

Winners of the Summer Reading Program
Most reading logs turned in Most hours of reading Grand Prize DrawingWinner

Elijah File and Chloe Taylor Meg Mercer Sarah Folsom

New Hours Adjustment Period
As we all adjust to our new open hours at the library, please remember that you can

renew your items online at www.maderacountylibrary.org by clicking on Catalog, thenMy
Account. You will need to put in your barcode number at the bottom of your library card,
then your four-digit pin number. If you have forgotten your pin, try using the last four dig-
its of your phone number. Don’t wait until the items are due or overdue. The system won’t
allow you to renew them. Renew a day or more ahead of the due date. If that doesn’t work,
then call the library and leave a message with your name and phone number or your bar-
code number. You can also visit any Fresno library and renew your items there as well.
Please do not put videos, DVD’s, or CD’s in the drop box. We used to worry about tapes
melting, but now our concern is that the disks will get broken when a heavy book gets
tossed on top.

Book Recommendations
Juvenile Picture Book: Tony Baloney by Pam Munoz Ryan and Edwin Fothering-

ham. Tony Baloney is a penguin who wears blue and white
checkered high tops. He is amiddle child with a bossy older
sister and twin baby siblings. His best buddy is his stuffed
animal namedDandelion. Tony tries to behavemost of the
time, except whenDandelion becomesmischievous, then
Tony gets in trouble and hides in “his hidey-space for
maybe a year, or twentyminutes,” until his mom and dad
have a chat with him.WhenTony asks Dandelion, “How
long does it take for nicely to creep in?” he answers,
“Maybe never, or in a little while. Just wait for it.” I
loved the bright vibrant illustrations and the snappy di-

alog with the extremes of “always or maybe once in a

while.” It captures the way children see events as definitive and
“forever” but yet also have the ability to see honestly the reality
of things too. It’s a great book for everyone but I think young
children will identify quite well.

YoungAdult Fiction: Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi.
Winner of the American LibraryAssociation Printz award for
Excellence in Young Adult Literature as well as the National
BookAward Finalist, Ship Breaker gives us a glimpse of what
the world and our country could look like when the distance be-
tween the haves and the have-nots widens. Nailer is a teenage

The Bookshelf

Cool Jazz andWinemeans a Fundraising Event for the Ranchos Library

Please see LIBRARY on P. 9

8/
11
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By Randy Bailey

On Wednesday, August 3, there
was a very interesting meeting held in
the Ranchos. Sponsored by Madera
County’s Planning Department at the
request of the people attempting to
develop the “Liberty Groves” area
west of the high school, the meeting
was called in response to an outcry
for more information about the devel-
opment from members of the commu-
nity. Actually, it was members of the
Facebook community, but community
nonetheless.

At the meeting was exhibited
those Ranchos qualities we’re all so
proud of and have seen at so many
other public information forums:
Rudeness, snide comments, speaking
out of turn and general boorishness.
There were times I wanted to follow
some of these people back to their
trailer parks and give them a piece of
my mind, but to what end? I guess if
civility is only skin deep then trashi-
ness must go to the bone.

There was the guy in the back-
ground who spouted off, “I don’t be-
lieve that!” as a water engineer
explained the difference in water
usage for residential use vs. agricul-
tural use. Really? Who do you be-
lieve, Mr. Informed Citizen? The guy
next to you playing with his toes? The
guy in the barber shop who’s confi-

dent the phone company killed
Kennedy? I guess as long as you
don’t believe it, it must not be true.

There was the lady who asked
near the end of the evening, “Do we
get to vote on this?” Sure, right after
we all vote that we don’t like what
you’re doing with your private prop-
erty. We voted and we decided we
want you to move. That’s how it
works, right?

Probably the best one was when
property owner Igal Treibatch said
that they were going to implement
water practices developed in Israel, a
land that has 7.5 million people and
less water than we have, and a bright
bulb in the audience called out, “Take
it back to Israel!” Not since Mel
Brooks’ Blazing Saddles when Olsen
Johnson referred to Gabby Johnson’s
remarks as, “... authentic frontier gib-
berish,” have we heard such an in-
sightful comment.

But none of that is what I want to
talk about. The buzz from virtually
EVERYONE in the audience was,
“What about our water?” “This will
take our water!” “What’s going to
happen to our water???” I posted a
question similar to the one that is to
follow on the Facebook page that
seems to have started this massive
concern and has of yet to receive an
answer: What are YOU going to do
about our water? Forget Liberty

So,What AREYou Going to Do?

"I hope the people
on Wall Street

will pay
attention to

the people on
Main Street. If

they do, they
will see there
is a rising tide
of confidence

in the future of
America."

Editorial

Groves. Forget any development in
the Ranchos EVER. Forget everything
everywhere except US out here in the
Ranchos right now. I’ll ask the ques-
tion again: What are YOU going to do
about our water? Contrary to Ranchos
public opinion, digging a well and
putting in a septic tank is NOT a
water policy.

It’s suicide.
With no new development, with-

out 7,000 new houses, without 20,000
new residents, we are overdrafting
our water table by 5 feet per year. Us.
Now. What are YOU going to do
about our water?

Sucking water up from the earth
and then flushing it down the toilet
and through the garbage disposal for

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 21
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

Click on “Local News” at

I came to a sad conclusion the
other day … I am now a full-
fledged, fully grown, adult past the
age where gossip and excitement
rule my life. I get up, go to work,
come home, cook dinner, clean the
house and go to bed to start the
cycle the next day. Don’t get me
wrong, this isn’t a complaint; I am
happy to have grown into a respon-
sible, bill-paying, forward-think-
ing, productive member of society
and I certainly wish more people
would actively strive to achieve
such an attitude and lifestyle. I
knew that it would happen someday
and it is a perfectly respectable part
of the cycle of life, but neverthe-
less, when it hits you that the irre-
sponsible, goofy, impulsive part of
youth is past you, it tugs for just a
brief moment at your heartstrings,
and motivates
you to pull out
the old photo al-
bums and re-
member when
your finances
and your future
were far from a
priority. What
brought it on,
you may be ask-
ing? Would you
believe it was
my first trip to a
Costco? Well, it
was.

I’ll be hon-
est, until recently I never fully un-
derstood the obsession with Costco.
I thought to myself, “Why are peo-
ple so thrilled about buying two
tons of mayonnaise, and an extra
refrigerator they have to set up in
the garage in order to store it, just
to save a dollar?” Having never
been in a Costco myself, I pictured
aisles and aisles lined with vats of
ketchup and tubs of mustard. Six
loaves of bread all bound together
and pickles sold by the barrel, not
the jar. I imagined people who
shopped at Costco would drive
moving trucks and have their own
hand carts they would use to haul
their goods around. Always assum-
ing that Paul Bunyan’s wife must
shop there in order for it to make
sense, it amused me when I would
hear stories of people shopping
there for their family of two or
three. That all changed when I

Costco: Adult Disneyland

sauntered through the automatic
sliding doors of the happiest ware-
house on earth.

What I expected was a far cry
from the vision that lay before me.
Instead of barrels and vats, pallets
and crates, I saw aisles of electron-
ics, kitchen appliances, clothes,
books and samples.

Oh, the samples.
I had a delicious marinated tri-

tip, some
chicken sausage,
a little mashed
potatoes, some
juice, then for
dessert a creamy
fruit smoothie
and a little apple
crisp. Never
again will I
doubt the awe-
some power held
within the walls
of Costco, the
power to shop
for anything you
could possibly

imagine under one roof and a few
things you didn’t even know ex-
isted. Yes you might get twice as
much as you originally anticipated,
but you save significantly more
than a dollar. Although you might
still make up for it with the storage
unit and additional refrigerators
you have to rent in order to store
everything.

Upon leaving I found myself
filled with excitement. I basically
had managed to do the majority of
my grocery shopping for the next
month, and saved a small fortune on
top of it. As I trucked my payload
into the house, and began renovat-
ing my fridge to make room for it
all, that’s when it hit me: This is all
it takes to make me giddy? Quality
goods and remarkable prices?
Where had my youth gone? Clearly

I’ll be honest, until re-
cently I never fully understood
the obsession with Costco. I
thought to myself, “Why are
people so thrilled about buy-
ing two tons of mayonnaise,
and an extra refrigerator they
have to set up in the garage in
order to store it, just to save a
dollar?”
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For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Please see GENWHY on P. 9

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent
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By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
Well here we go again on another

school year. Each year it seems that
that there are new challenges. This
year it is the Whopping Cough shots
that the 7-12 grade students have to
have. I wonder what it will be next
year? Some of us remember when
school always started the week after
Labor Day in September. Now school
starts in the middle of August. Why is
that? Could it be that the administra-
tion wants the fall semester to end be-
fore the Christmas Break also known
as the Winter Break?

This year the Golden Valley Uni-
fied School District has employed six
new teachers. Remember last year
when everybody was hollering about
teachers being laid
off? Things are al-
ways changing.
The Foundation
for Golden Valley
Schools has given
all of the new
teachers $150 to
use on their class-
rooms. This helps
new teachers get
started. Seven
years ago the
Foundation for
Golden Valley Schools hosted the first
“The Night the Stars Come Out” event.
The Golden Valley teachers, adminis-
trators and the classified employees
are honored at this event with grants
written for their classroom and awards
voted by their contemporaries for out-
standing work. The ticket for the event
is $25 dollars. This affair is held at the
Birdstone Winery at 9400 Road 36 in
the Madera Ranchos on Saturday
evening Sept. 10. The fun starts with a
cocktail party at which gourmet hors
d’oeuvres will be served at 6 p.m. The
program will start at 7:30 p.m. Dress
for a fun evening in business casual
with shoes that you can dance in. The
cost is only $25 dollars each. Please
call Aimee Beintker at the District of-
fice at 645-7500 to reserve tickets.
There will be eight at a table so why
don’t you get a group together and
come out and support our schools? The
proceeds from this event will support
classroom materials and supplies to
enhance the educational experience for
the students of the Golden Valley

School District. What a great way to
start off the new school year. Remem-
ber the Foundation for Golden Valley
Schools is always looking for new
members. If you are willing to help out
our schools call Aimee Beintker at
645-7500 or ask any member what you
need to do.

I went by Liberty High School to
pick up next year’s school calendar
and found some interesting informa-
tional papers. I found that there is such
a thing as “Senior Apparel” – no it is
not the senior dress code, it is two tee-
shirts, a long sleeve shirt, sweat pants
and a sweat shirt in a package for only
$80 dollars. Of course you can buy in-
dividual items if you don’t want the
whole package. I guess it has the 2012
senior year motto on the clothes. The
motto is “You Can’t Out Do the Class

of One Two.” Kind
of cute. Oh, if you
buy the package
you save $10. A
penny saved is a
penny earned.

So parents are
you ready? If you
are having a stu-
dent who is a sen-
ior this year there
are many costs in-
volved. There are
the Winter Formal

tickets, graduation cap and gown,
graduation announcements, Sadie
Hawkins tickets, Prom tickets at $85 to
$90, senior pictures, Powder Puff, A.P.
Exams, SAT test, college application
fees, Grad Night at Disneyland at
$200, Sober Grad night and parents
you still have to feed your student.

Wow!
I remember it being expensive for

my three children but nothing like this.
Of course your student doesn’t have to
do everything but you are only a high
school senior once in your lifetime. If
your senior wants an off-campus lunch
pass privilege, his or her parents need
to sign the pink form at the high school
office and return it to the Liberty High
principal.

The Ranchos Hills/Seniors had a
wonderful adventure on their Alaska
trip. Yes the older seniors can still
have fun and adventures. If you would
like to go to Laughlin, Nevada sign up
at the Ranchos Hills/Seniors center.

BacktoSchool:GetOuttheCheckbook
The Stock Report

So parents are you ready? If
you are having a student who is
a senior this year there are
many costs involved ... Wow! I
remember it being expensive
for my three children but noth-
ing like this.

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

8/11 Please see STOCK on P. 19

Golden Valley Baptist
Pastor David Jones

8/
11

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday 7 p.m. YOUTH 13-18
come meet new friends!

Friday Nights: FREE Movies at Sundown!LASTMovie September 2

Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700
www.GoldenValleyChurch.com

Your LOCAL Ranchos Roaster

Need a FUNDRAISER
for your school or organization?

for more information call
FABIANO’S COFFEE at 559-222-1722

Contact FABIANO’S COFFEE about
our fundraising opportunities!

Sell a variety of coffees by the bag and gift packs
and your group will make 50% of each sale!

or email karen@fabianoscoffee.com

8/
11
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Well, here I am, yet anothermonthwith-
out a computer to write my article. The part
to repair it is coming from somewhere on the
East Coast. I think it is limping along, and
probably hasmade itsway toAustin, Texas as
we speak. In the meantime I'm going to re-
peat one ofmymost popular articles -Dump
Cakes. I received more comments from that
article thananyother - exceptmaybe theRice
article a fewmonths ago. Maybe by the time
I have to write the next article I'll have my
computer again. Until then, enjoy!

- Aunt Jean

Do you have company coming for
dinner and need a quick dessert? Are
the kids old enough that they can start
helping with dinner? Grandma and
Grandpa – do you have grandkids vis-
iting for the summer and they are
“BORED!” Well, I have the answer –
so simple, you can have a delicious
cake and only dirty a can opener, a
knife to cut some butter, a fork or rub-
ber spatula and the pan the cake is
cooked in! No bowls, no measuring
cups or no beaters to wash and all you
need is a couple cans of canned fruit,
a dry cake mix, some butter and
maybe some chopped nuts.

A Dump Cake.
Yes, dump! Just dump the ingre-

dients into the baking pan and bake.
One of the recipes I read said this can
be made by a child or a tired mom.

The first Dump Cake I ate was
made with fruit cocktail. I’ve made a
few of these:

Fruit Cocktail Dump Cake
1 Large Can (16 oz.) Fruit Cock-

tail
1 Box Yellow Cake Mix
1 Cube Butter
In a 9x13 greased pan; dump the

fruit cocktail, including the juice.
Dump the cake mix. Dot with butter.
Bake at 325 degrees for 45 minutes or
until brown.

Cherry Dump Cake
2 Cans Cherry Pie filling (21 oz.

ea.)
1 Box Chocolate Cake Mix
2 Sticks Butter – sliced into 12

pieces each
Chopped pecans (optional)
1/8 C Granulated Sugar
In 9x13 baking pan dump the two

cans pie filling evenly. Sprinkle dry
cake mix over top of cherries. Place

butter slices over dry cake mix and
sprinkle nuts and sugar evenly over
top. Bake 35-45 minutes in a 350 de-
gree oven and serve warm.

One of my favorite cakes is a
pineapple upside down cake (made
with crushed pineapple instead of
sliced). When I saw this recipe I
thought about my upside down cake.
I’m going to make this one, but add
just a little brown sugar and see how
close it comes to the upside down
cake.

Pineapple Dump Cake
1 Box Pineapple Cake Mix
1 Stick Butter, sliced into pats
1 Large Can Crushed Pineapple
Chopped Nuts (optional)
In 9x13 pan, pour pineapple, juice

and all. Shake dry cake mix on top
and spread evenly. Then place butter
and nuts on top and bake at 350 de-
grees until golden brown.

When I saw the following recipe,
I thought of a peach cobbler.

Peach Dump Cake
1 Lg. Can Sliced Peaches
1 Box Butter Pecan Cake Mix
1 Cube Melted Butter
In 9x13 pan pour in peaches and

juice. Sprinkle cake mix over top to
cover evenly. Pour melted butter over
top. Bake at 350 degrees for 50 min-
utes. Let cool 5 minutes, serve warm
in bowls.

Peach and Pineapple Dump Cake
1 Can Sliced Peaches
1 Can Crushed Pineapple
1 Box Yellow Cake Mix
1 Cube Butter – melted
Lightly grease the bottom only of

a 9x13 baking pan. Pour canned fruit,
including juice, in bottom of pan.
Sprinkle dry cake mix on top of fruit.
Pour melted butter over cake mix.
Bake for 45 minutes to an hour in 350
oven.

DO NOT STIR any of these
recipes. The cake will be baked in lay-
ers of fruit, cake mix, butter and nuts
(if using). Except for the layering and

Dump Cake Anyone?

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES

8/
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Please see RECIPE on P. 18

NO INITIATION FEE!*
559-479-8282
CALL FOR MORE INFO

8/11

*with a 12 month agreement

JOIN TODAY AND PAY

Click on “Local News” at

by Jean Briner
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Dear Editor:

With all due respect to your editorial
in the latest Ranchos Independent, WE
have all done our homework, for 35 years
(never mind the web and document
searches of “Liberty Groves Project”).

Case in point ... the new project is
NOT in our GVUSD so not a cent of col-
lected taxes will go to our schools, if there
should be any tax generated. I would like

to know (question unanswered by docu-
ment research) who is out there to buy
7,000 homes and at what price (since
every fifth home in suburban America is
in foreclosure at this moment)? The day I
drove out here to purchase my home, 35
years ago, the thought crossed my mind:
"Am I going to have to commute this trip
everyday of my working life from here
on?" Hardly a working day goes by on my
commute that I don't think of the $30 per

Letters

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

www.The Ranchos.com

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001
Exp. 8/10/12

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant • Notary Public

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant

Judy’s LegalDocument Service

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

•

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

8/
11

Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
11874 Road 36½ • Madera, CA • 93636

•

day I spend on my commute (never mind
the time) to get to work. I'm not exactly
on the lowest end of the pay scale, but
commuting costs alone could easily equal
a half a day's labor. My research did not
show ANY reference to a daily bus sys-
tem to both/either city (Fresno and/or
Madera).

1. "Our water depleted." None of us
has our original well. In my research, I did
not find ANY reference to an ongoing
maintenance of public wells. I did not find
any comparison between the draw of
water which the ag fields take compared
to the draw of water 7,000 homes will
take. When the ag pumps come on line
(1/4 mile away) my water draw is SERI-
OUSLY compromised. By the way, we are
all conserving water in our own way -- did
you bother to research that?

2. "Over crowded schools ..." A bit of
redundancy there in the article, though I
did find in my research that LGP would

install a police and fire center but mainte-
nance of these services was not men-
tioned.

3. "33 page notice ..." I live LESS
THAN 300 feet from the proposed project
and heard NOTHING about the suppos-
edly “first” meeting of the LGP (nor did
any of my “less than 300 foot” neighbors).
First notification we received was a letter
from Scott Harmstead announcing the
SECOND meeting on August 3.

4. "Development not in keeping ..."
Now my redundancy. THIS AREA WAS
NOT PLANNED TO BE SUBURBIA, IS
NOT SUBURBIA, SHOULD NOT BE-
COME SUBURBIA. There are places
closer to town to use for suburban pur-
poses (7,000 homes).

Respectfully yours,

Dianne Reimer
Madera Ranchos

boy who survives by pulling copper wire and
anything else of valueoff shipwrecked tankers
on theAmerican coast in the Gulf of Mexico.
Because of his small size he is part of a “light
crew,”with tattoos on his body to showwhich
team he belongs to. If he breaks the loyalty
codeof his crewhenot only loseshis sourceof
foodbut his tattooswill be slashedwith aknife
and hewill be ostracized from any otherwork
crews. The hardscrabble life makes Nailer
dreamof the fast clippers he occasionally sees

gliding across the sea.He tries to imaginehav-
ing enough food to eat and a sense of real se-
curity.After an injury and a near drowning, he
accidentally discovers a shipwrecked clipper
full of valuables.As “the fates” would have it
though, there is a survivor on board. Nailer
must choosebetween thebounty and thebeau-
tiful “swank” girl. The action and tension in
the book make it a great fast-paced read.

Check out these books and more at
the Ranchos Library and don’t forget
your library card – don’t leave home
without it!

LIBRARY cont. from P. 4

it takes far less to thrill me in my
30’s than it did in my 20’s and teens.
I can’t imagine being elated at 19 be-
cause I found a heck of a deal on
chicken breast. I can remember not
long ago it would have taken some
fine specimen of man wandering
through the walkways to make gro-
cery shopping a transcendent experi-
ence. Now toilet paper by the bulk
and discounted 30 percent seems to
do the trick. It wasn’t too long ago
that my friends and I would gab ex-
citedly about plans for road trips,
concerts and amusement parks. We
would inexhaustibly chatter about
the upcoming engagement with high
pitched squeals and giggles like only
young girls can pull off. Now, the
thought of a simple trip to Costco is
enough to make me smile.

Not that I, and other adults in
similar economic situations, don’t

plan vacations, go to concerts and
amusement parks, but those excur-
sions don’t happen quite as often
when you have to take time off work
and worry about how this will affect
your finances for the year and be-
yond. Of course, who wouldn’t be ex-
cited about a trip to Hawaii, or a
weekend getaway to Vegas, or even a
day at an amusement park, but now,
as reality has settled all around us,
simple pleasures in life have the same
effect on us that extravagant plans
and possessions used to have. Sud-
denly saving money can make you
tell all your friends; wholesale deals
can make you feel ecstatic for days
and something that saves you both
time and money is a stirring experi-
ence. Being an official adult might
not be as exciting as being a young
20-something twit, but at least some-
one thought to invent a Costco to pro-
vide us with a thrill every now and
then.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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Senior Report

Ranchos Volunteering andAbroad

Click on “Local News” at

8/11

First 5 is recruiting for a Commissioner – Madera Ranchos Area and
City of Madera Area, to participate in the distribution of $2 million annu-
ally to fund programs that focus on getting Madera’s youngest children
ready for school.

If you live in the Madera Ranchos Area or City of Madera Area and
are interested in shaping the community, contact Mang at 661-5155 or pick
up an application at 525 E. Yosemite.

First 5 Madera County is recruiting for
members to represent the following:

Commissioner
Unincorporated Valley Area
(Madera Ranchos - Board of
Supervisors District 1)

Commissioner
City of Madera Area (Board of
Supervisors District 3 and 4)

Madera County’s children of today will be our
leaders of tomorrow … help First 5 Madera
County invest in the future of our children.

Recruitment is open until filled

The Chawanakee Unified School Dis-
trict is very excited to announce that, at its
meeting of July 13, 2011, the State Board
of Education officially recognized the
Minarets Charter High School as a new
charter school “sponsored” by the District.
The District has already received its school
code from the California Department of
Education and the Charter is now available
to students for the fall of 2011. This means
that students who do not live in the bound-
aries of Chawanakee Unified, can now at-
tend without a transfer.

The Chawanakee Unified School Dis-
trict has long considered the idea of offer-
ing a charter high school as a way of a
advancing a unique, forward-looking pro-
gram to a broad community of students and
their families. In supporting the establish-
ment of theMinarets Charter High School,
the District has beenmindful of strong pub-
lic policies associated with the state’s Char-
ter Schools Act, namely, to provide
students and parents with expanded
choices in the types of educational oppor-

tunities available, and to provide rigorous
competition within the public school sys-
tem to stimulate continual improvements
in all public schools. We believe that the
Minarets Charter High School will provide
a means by which to accomplish those
policies and, therefore, encourage families
to seriously consider this wonderful op-
portunity.

Minarets High School, and now
Minarets Charter High School, are 21st
Century High School programs that offer
each student their ownMacbook laptop (no
cost to students) that is checked out to them
for the school year. Or, students may bring
their own laptop. The program is a project-
based, student oriented and career-focused
one that not only meets and exceeds state
standards, UCA-G requirements andmore,
but also offers students smaller class sizes,
greater access to teachers and support, and
more professional and off campus oppor-
tunities. The programs feature two primary

Minarets Charter HS Now Open

Please see CHARTER on P. 20

By Verlaine Elinburg

Find a place to volunteer because your
unique talents and strengths are needed.
The power of volunteering supports each
other and through it we meet new people
and it breaks down barriers of misunder-
standing, mistrust and fear. It also can cre-
ate new contacts for business and help us in
all phases of life from childhood to being a
senior.

A good place to commence for parents
is to take the family on a “Volunteer Vaca-
tion.” It could be a weekend or a whole
week during school breaks, even longer
during the summer vacation. This volunteer
vacation will expose your children to new
and different environments and skills and
could also lead them to different careers
they possibly never
would have envi-
sioned. Volunteer
vacations also are
vastly cheaper than
conventional vaca-
tions and give to
worthy causes.

For the seniors,
getting older and re-
tiring does not mean
you need to com-
pletely withdraw
from public life.
Even if a senior citi-
zen does not have
the opportunity to
find a part time job after he or she leaves
the full-time workforce, a retiree can still
enrich the lives of people in his or her com-
munity by doing volunteer work. Most vol-
unteer work does not require the volunteer
to fill out an application; the mere desire to
work is good enough for most volunteer
agencies. The most important way a senior
volunteer can help his or her local commu-
nity is by contributing his or her time. Sen-
ior Volunteers who want to help their local
communities do not lose their skills after
they retire. In fact, as long as they keep cer-
tain skills in use, these skills do not fade
with age. The best way for a person to help
his or her community is to find an opportu-
nity that matches the volunteer’s specific
skills. If the volunteer worked for a finan-
cial institution, fundraising may be a natu-
ral avenue to follow. Former teachers can
help by volunteering their time at a day care
or at tutoring services offered through var-
ious organizations. How a senior volunteer
can help his or her community depends on
the amount of time willing to be committed

to community service. Senior volunteers
help their communities and help them-
selves. The idea of applying one’s time,
knowledge and skills to help others is ap-
pealing and it also reduces the boredom that
some people find accompanies the retire-
ment process. Retiring does not have to
mean that you completely withdraw from
public life and volunteering is a good way
for senior citizens to help their local com-
munities. Even if community service is not
the reward you are looking for, there are
plenty of benefits to an individual who de-
cides to aid a non-profit organization.

Some of the Ranchos/Hills “couple”
volunteers: Merle and Esther Anderson …
Merle produces all required print materials
and Esther is the editor of the monthly
newsletter…George and Judy Hagler grow

and keep our Farmers
Market supplied …
Russ and Helen Low-
ell keep the senior
landscape looking
beautiful and assist
with the administra-
tive and boutique de-
partment … Mike
and Carol Thompson
… Mike is our presi-
dent and Carol assists
with the Boutique
and keeps Mike
happy (that is why he
so cool) … Owen
and Norma Williams

are in charge of the nursery and assist with
the Treasure House. The Senior Center has
many more volunteers that are not named
and their generous gifts of their time and
themselves are appreciated by the member-
ship. Through volunteering, different or-
ganizations in the Ranchos could come
together and assist where community serv-
ices have been cut.

The Department of Health comes peri-
odically to the Center for free checkups.
The screenings include: Personal health his-
tory review, blood pressure and blood sugar
test, nutrition and health education and a
low-cost blood test is available. The health
screenings are for 50 and above. For refer-
rals to medical providers and community
services, the contact number is 675-7893 to
make an appointment.

Anutritionally balanced lunch program
is available Monday through Friday at
11:30 a.m. A suggested price for 60 years
and older is $1.75. Reservations are needed

For the seniors, getting older
and retiring does not mean you need
to completely withdraw from public
life. Even if a senior citizen does not
have the opportunity to find a part
time job after he or she leaves the
full-time workforce, a retiree can
still enrich the lives of people in his
or her community by doing volun-
teer work.

Please see SENIOR on P. 18
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2012. Delivery must be by August 31, 2012.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 250 GALLONS OF PROPANE
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ported losing jewelry, guns and electronics. 
“There were 223 calls for service from

residents countywide between May and mid-
August,” said Sheriff’s Department
spokesperson Erica Stuart. Unfortunately, a
new computer system at the Sheriff’s Office
no longer enables them to separate calls for
the Ranchos from calls for the total county. 

“In light of the similarities of these cases,
[the Sheriff’s Department] is issuing a warn-
ing to the public and believes it prudent to
provide citizens basic but critical tips on how
to keep their homes and themselves safe,”
said Sheriff Anderson. There are simple secu-
rity measures folks should take, such as mo-
tion detectors, alarm systems, and keeping all
doors and windows secured. But the obvious
action, Anderson says, is the same advice we
provide our children. “Never open your door
to a stranger. If that person who you do not
know claims they need help, let that individ-
ual on the other side of the door know that
you’re going to assist them by calling 911 so
that authorities can better handle their needs,”
he said. Anderson also urges residents to not
just say you’re going to call 911, but do it. “If
the stranger outside really needs assistance,
they’ll be grateful you made that call. But if it
turns out to be a ruse, you’ll be glad that you
called 911.”

The reason many live in the Ranchos is
the value of privacy. Neighbors don’t live so
close that we can hear their private conversa-

tions or know what they’re watching on TV
each night, however this privacy has also
made all of us susceptible to burglaries, espe-
cially during the day when many people are at
work. In many cases burglars know our
neighborhoods comings and goings better
than we do.

After hearing that both a friend and a
neighbor had their homes broken into in
broad daylight, Ranchos resident Leann
Bauer decided to take action. She set up a pri-
vate Facebook page called “Keeping the
Ranchos Safe.” The response from the Ran-
chos community has been overwhelming: in
just one month over 600 members have been
added to this ongoing private discussion.
“This group is designed to keep residents in-
formed of suspicious activity in our area.
There has been so much crime out here lately
that we need a place to keep track of things,”
Bauer said. “We don't always know what's
going on with our neighbors. Crimes are hap-
pening right under our noses. If you see or
hear something, I'm hoping this will be a
place to discreetly share it with our friends
and neighbors. We need to look out for each
other and take back our sense of security and
community!”

Bauer encourages current members of
the group to add all of their Ranchos friends
and neighbors to the group. If you are inter-
ested in being included please drop Leeann an
email at leeannbauer3@gmail.com Please in-
clude where you are located and your Face-
book profile.

CRIME cont. from P. 3

2, which GVUSD says will still happen,
having awarded a contract to a company to
make the repairs.

Dave Baughman, manager of Mainte-
nance and Operations for GVUSD pointed
out that the thieves stole the wiring while
the system was “hot,” meaning that they
used either insulated equipment or gloves
to complete their crime. In one interview
Baughman said that without those precau-
tions the district would probably have been
looking at a dead body at the scene of the
crime.

Part of the problem with copper theft
is recyclers who don’t require a whole lot
of verification for the scrap they receive.
And, according to Monreal, it goes beyond

that. When asked why the police don’t just
post someone at area recyclers and wait for
the stadium’s contraband to show up, he
said that copper thieves that make a big
score, like from Liberty High’s stadium,
will drive to Los Angeles or the Bay Area to
sell their stolen property. “Thieves are not
hitting the local recyclers,” Monreal said.
“They’re going to LA or up north where the
trail gets faint.”

When asked what the district’s plans
are for the future to help secure the
rewired stadium, Monreal said they were
looking at different options. “Cameras and
increased security,” he said. When asked
if the increased security might include
razor wire, machine gun turrets and Rot-
tweilers, Monreal laughed and said, “No.
Not at this time.”

COPPER cont. from P. 2

Maywood Center on Ave. 12 in the Madera Ranchos · Support our troops and
Remember 9/11 · 11 a.m.                                                             

for info call

4TH ANNUAL 9/11 CAR SHOW · SATURDAY SEPT. 10

559-474-2330
8/11
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“Kiwanis International is a global or-
ganization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child and one community
at a time.”

By Carla Hart

It’s hard to believe that summervacation
is over already. Fall is right around the corner
and it’s time again for the kids to trade in the
beach balls for backpacks. But, before we
break out the cozy sweaters and start whip-
ping up batches of comfort food, there is still
enough summer left for a couple of goodbar-
becues. The 26thAnnual Fire BBQwas held
on Saturday, Aug. 20 at beautiful Borba’s
RanchoVistaDelRio atHighway99andAv-
enue 7. This event is always one not to be
missed with dinner, dancing and live and
silent auctions. The Ranchos Kiwanis spon-
sored a hat contest with $100 in prizes
awarded to the best hat in each of four cate-
gories: Cowboy, Wild & Crazy, Witty &
Pretty, and Best Business. The contest gave
everyone a chance towear theirmost creative
chapeau and dazzle the judges for cash. Con-
gratulations to the four luckywinners.All pro-
ceeds from theBBQwill helpour fire stations
9 and 19 buy a new $25,000 Jaws of Life.

The other exciting event is the Kiwanis
MemberAppreciationBBQonSaturday,Au-
gust 27th at the home of Paul and Marie
Cameron. This will be an opportunity for
prospective members to join us for food, fel-
lowship, and of course, fun. Members and
guests will be treated to burgers, hot dogs,
salad and dessert, all in a casual, backyard at-
mosphere. It’s a chance for us to show our
friends and neighbors what Kiwanis is all
about. If you’ve ever thought about how to
best serve your community but aren’t sure
how to start, contact our Kiwanis club Presi-
dent,MonaDiaz, for an invitation to theBBQ
or have dinner or breakfast on us and sit in on
oneof our regularmeetings.TheRanchosKi-
wanis club is dynamic and exciting and to-
gether we make a real difference in the lives
of others, particularly children. We are look-
ing for people at least 18 years old who are
interested in serving the community, making
new friends and having fun with a purpose.

TheRanchosKiwaniswould like towel-
comeour newest clubmember,NelsonVene-
gas.Nelson has alwayswanted to be a part of
a volunteer organization but was unsure how
he could make the greatest impact with the
precious timehehad togive.After findingout
aboutKiwanis throughourPastLt.Governor
VernDillon and sitting inonameeting, hehas
decided to become part of our team and we

areproud tohavehim.Welcomeaboard,Nel-
son!

Thank you toMadera County District 1
Supervisor, Frank Bigelow and Bob Benson
of theDepartment ofHomelandSecurity, our
distinguished guest speakers this past month.
Both gentlemen gave relevant and informa-
tive talks on local and federal governmental
decisions affecting our community. If you
have an interesting topic you’d like to share
call President Mona Diaz for information on
how to join the ranks as one of our many dy-
namic guest speakers.

As I sit in onourweeklymeetings, I look
around at the friends surroundingme and am
reminded of the diversity of our club mem-
bers. It has been thought thatKiwanis is as an
organization strictly for older businessowners
and professionals, which couldn’t be further
from the truth. Our members come from all
walks of life. We are educators, farmers,
homemakers, caregivers, retirees, andyes, en-
trepreneurs. Our members range in age from
their 20s to 70 years old and enjoy all sorts of
colorful pastimes. We are SCUBA divers,
scout leaders, photographers, artists, singers,
philanthropists, cyclists and chefs, just to
name a few.We havemembers that have en-
joyed serving for the past 25 years and some
that are just beginning this exciting journey.
Yet, amidst all this diversity, we share one
common denominator and that is our com-
passionandcommitment tomaking theworld
around us a better place for families and chil-
dren.

RanchosKiwanisClubmeets at theRan-
chosPizzaFactory the firstThursdayof every
month at 6:45 a.m. and eachThursday there-
after at 6:45 p.m. If you are interested in hav-
ing fun while giving back to the community
contact President Mona Diaz at 333-1913.
Come join us at ameeting for dinner, fun and
fellowship and see what being a Kiwanian is
all about.

A Little Kiwanis Summer Left
Kiwanis Korner

www.ranchoskiwanis.com

Board Members:
President: Mona Diaz phone: 333-1913
Past President: John Herrera
President Elect: Charles Diaz
Vice President: Chris Parks
Secretary: Pam Glueck
Treasurer: Perry Watkins

Board of Directors:
Marie Cameron
Bev Delk
John Glueck
Carla Hart
Virginia Vick

MALIBU, SVEDKA, BACARDI LT.,
SAUZA GOLD or SILVER 750 ML .................... $10.99
BARTON or TAKKA VODKA 1.75 L ...................$10.99
CROWN ROYAL, JACK DANIELS,
JÄGERMEISTER 750 ML ................................. $19.99
PATRON SILVER 375 ML ....................................$19.99

REX GOLIATH, JACOB’S CREEK
COLUMBIA CREST ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ..... $4.99
BLACKSTONE ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ............ $8.99

TECATE LT. 18-PAK ............................................. $9.99
TECATE 18-PAK (cans), BUD, BUD LT.
18-PAK (cans), MICHELOB ULTRA 18-PAK
(cans), COORS, COORS LT. 18-PAK
(cans & btls), SHOCK TOP 12-PAK ................. $10.99
HEINEKEN, DOS EQUIS 12-PAK ..................... $11.99
CORONA, CORONA LT. 12-PAK ...................... $12.99
KEYSTONE, NATURAL LT. 30-PAK ................. $13.99
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PRICES +TAX, CRV • PRICESSUBJECTTOCHANGE • EXP. 9-30-11
Mon-Sat 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Sun 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Balance is the Key to Performance

call

Specializing in ALL phases of farrier science
AFEC Certi�ed

209-628-0991
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When getting organized, sometimes it’s
hard toknowwhat tokeepandwhat to letgoof.
Well, it justgota littleeasier.Takea look inyour
closet, under your bed, orwherever youmight
be storing shoes that you haven’t worn in
months,orperhapsevenyears.Rightnowthere
are people living in extreme poverty or recov-
ering fromnatural disasterswho need a pair of
shoes. Soles4Souls (www.soles4souls.org) is
committed to con-
necting our surplus
with those in need.

Allyouneedtodo
iscollectallyourgently
used shoes of any kind
anddeliver them to the
Soles4Souls donation
box at the Ranchos
Pizza Factory during
themonthofSeptem-
ber. They will even
give you $1 off any
size pizza with your
donation of one or
more pairs (during
themonthofSeptem-
ber).

The Ranchos
Pizza Factory is
goingone step further
and donating 20 per-
cent of sales to the
Soles4Souls Shoe Drive on Sunday, Sept. 18
from 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. They will even be of-
fering a Breakfast Pizza for the morning
crowd.The fundraiserwill help cover the costs
of shipping the donated shoes to the
Soles4Souls distribution center in Alabama.
You’re all invited to come dine, and by doing
so contribute to helping get the shoes to their
destination.

Anotherway tocontribute to the shipping
costs isbydonatingonlineatwww.soles4souls-
fundraising.org/brenda_mcelroy.Alldonations
are tax deductible.

Soles4Souls was birthed in 2004 when
Wayne Elsey, founder of Soles4Souls, was

Shoes Galore!

watching the news and saw a single shoe on
the shore following the tsunami inSoutheast
Asia.Having connections in the shoe indus-
try he realized that collecting shoes was one
way he could contribute tomeeting the dev-
astating need. After making some phone
calls he was able to collect and send a quar-
ter of a million shoes to the victims of the
tsunami.

A few months later, Katrina hit here at
home. One million shoes were collected and
sent to thegulf coast communities. Seeing the
tremendous response to theneed,Elseyestab-
lished thenon-profitorganizationSoles4Souls.
To date Soles4Souls has distributed over 15
million shoes to victims of extreme poverty
and natural disasters.

“With tragedies such as the earthquakes
in countries like Haiti and Japan, on top of
the enormous needs elsewhere, we can use
the estimated 1.5 billion shoes taking up
space in the closets of ordinary people to

change the world
one pair at a time,”
said Elsey. “Donat-
ing shoes is one of
themost simple, yet
profound, acts you
can do, because it
will greatly improve
someone’s life in the
most difficult of
times.”

For some, re-
ceiving a pair of
shoes means protec-
tion from disease.
For others it means
being allowed to at-
tend school. For
those of us who
choosewhat towear
from an assortment
of shoes each day,
we can help

Soles4Souls change the world one pair at a
time.

For more information regarding the
Central Valley Soles4Souls Shoe Drive go
to www.organizedbychoice.com/speak-
ing_events or call Brenda McElroy at 559-
871-3314.

.YoucancontactBrendaMcElroy tohave
questions answered at Organized by Choice
(because thingsdon’talways fall intoplace)at
P.O.Box26152,Fresno,CA93729,emailher
at info@organizedbychoice.com, visit her
website www.organizedbychoice.com or she
can be reached by phone at 559-871-3314.
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$25 (and up) contact lens fitting*
(can’t be combined with any other offer or some insurance plans • expires 9-30-11)
*a $75 (and up) value. With the purchase of contacts only.
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“The only way to get
fresher produce would be
to pick it yourself.” ™

GET YOUR FREE ONION!
Just for visiting Sweet Flower Fruit Stand we’d
like to give you a FREE onion to say “thanks” and
to give you an example O just how good our pro-
duce is. One per customer per day. Exp. 9-30-11

8/
11

Soles4Souls was birthed in
2004 when Wayne Elsey,
founder of Soles4Souls, was
watching the news and saw a
single shoe on the shore follow-
ing the tsunami in Southeast
Asia. Having connections in the
shoe industry he realized that
collecting shoes was one way
he could contribute to meeting
the devastating need. After
making some phone calls he
was able to collect and send a
quarter of a million shoes to the
victims of the tsunami ... to date
Soles4Souls has distributed
over 15 million shoes to victims
of extreme poverty and natural
disasters.
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By Andy Alvarado

Dear Golden Valley Unified School
District students, parents and community:

On August 18, 2011 more than 1,940
students, age kindergarten through 12th
grade, walked through the front doors of
their schools and began the school year. In
doing so, they are taking advantage of a

multitude of wonderful educational oppor-
tunities provided by the taxpayers in our
district.

The start of each school year is excit-
ing because of the energy our students,
staff, parents and community members
bring to it — and all the possibilities that
working together provides.

Our school district excels above many
others because our parents, teachers, staff
and community do a remarkable job of sup-
porting our students and setting high ex-
pectations.

GVUSD’s commitment to the commu-
nity we serve is to love and care about our
students and to do everything we can to en-
sure each student’s academic and extracur-
ricular success.

We want our students to know how
much it matters to us that they possess char-
acter, integrity and purpose for their lives.

We know that our students will some-
day graduate and leave our district. In doing
so, we want to have confidence that we
have prepared them well to be trustworthy,
hard-working, wise and capable of honor-
able service to their family, community and
nation.

All the best as we begin a new school
year!

Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Andy Alvarado.

NewSchoolYearBrings NewEnergy

Liberty High School welcomes its
newest staff member, Frank Panian (second
from right) as its new Learning Director.
Panian joins other Liberty High staff mem-
bers (from left) Ruben Negrete, Dora
DelaCruz, Kuljeet Mann, Mike Mazzoni,
Suzie Dunn, Karie Hannigan, Stacey
Kiehlmeier and Tonya Hudson.

Panian Named
Learning Director The 2011-2012 school year is going to be

filledwithmeaningful academic events that ad-
dress the whole child. Our site will be focusing
on creating great communicationwith our com-
munity, continuing to develop a safe site for all
students and sustaining academic rigor that
challenges all students to achieve at their per-
sonal best.

Communication is essential to another suc-
cessful year.TheSierraViewwebsite is updated
everyFridaywith a twoweek calendar of events
and you can find important documents like the
Panther Express, Parent/Student Handbook,
SARC report, staff emails and much more.
Please visit Sierra View’s website at
www.gvusd.k12.ca.us/
sierra_view_elem/Pages/sierra_view.aspx.The
Panther Express is ourweekly newsletter and is
emailed out every Friday and a hard copy is

available in the office. We will continue with
our automated dialer to communicate home and
the marquee sign is a great place to find up-
coming events as well.

Student safety is a top priority at Sierra
View and we have several programs and poli-
cies to assure your child is safe at all times at
Sierra View.We have an award winning Char-
acterCounts program that teaches students how
to treat each other with respect and live a life of
good character.TheSecondStepAnti-Bullying
curriculum is another program in which our
campus participates that takes the students
through real life lessons. This program brings
greater awareness of how to treat peerswith re-
spect. Rachel’s Challenge is a new district ini-
tiative that we will be participating in that aims
at creating positive changes in our community.
All of these programs are proactive and create

an atmosphere where all students are safe and
learn in a bully free environment.

The state of California has rigorous stan-
dards for school and we have set up multiple
ways to guarantee your student success. We
have an awardwinning Reading Lab that helps
students close the gap in language arts. Inmath-
ematics, we will continue to have a math lab
available to our students after school twice a
week.Also, ourEnglishLanguageLearnerswill
have a tutorial three times aweek for additional
support in all subject matter. These types of in-
terventions are essential to our students’success
and is a key factor in Sierra View being the
highest performing school inMadera County.

We are extremely excited about the 2011-
2012 year and know that our community can
look forward to another amazing yearwhere all
students reach their potential.

Sierra View Eyes 2011-2012 School Year Challenges

Golden Valley Unified Superintendent Andy Alvarado (far right) introduces new staff members
(from left) Anne Katuin, Micahel Erickson, Lisa Cartwright, Michael McDonald, Katelyn Peek and
Zavorek.

Superintendent AndyAlvarado welcomed the Golden Valley staff back to work at an
all-staff District in-service held on Aug. 16 with a State of the District address. Alvarado
will be presenting the State of the District address to the community at a town hall meet-
ing in September.

AlvaradoWelcomes New GV Staff
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Pondering their options at
Sierra View are Kate Glover
and Taryn Cornell.

Chelan Shepherd teaches
a 2nd Grade class at Sierra
View.

Sierra View Panthers
Brooke Wristen, Anna Harr
and Natalie Anselmo.

FacesAroundSierraViewElementary

Please join the Foundation for Golden Valley Schools in recognizing the 2011 Em-
ployees of the Year:

Mr. Felipe Piedra ........................... Administrator of the Year
Mrs. Chelan Shepherd ......... Elementary Teacher of the Year
Mr. Frank Panian ................... Secondary Teacher of the Year
Mrs. Gail Allen ................ Operational Employee of the Year
Ms. Nicola Lambert ....... Instructional Employee of the Year

The Foundation will also be recognizing teachers who received classroom grants in
2010/2011 and 2011/2012. Please see the attached invitation (at left) for additional in-
formation.

Foundation to Recognize Educators

8/
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Sheriff John Anderson is issuing a scam
alert after an 84-year-old North Fork woman
was conned out of nearly $8,000.
Earlier this month the victim said she re-

ceived a call from a young man she assumed
washergrandson.Thecaller toldher thathewas
vacationing in Mexico with some college pals,
got into a jam and neededmoney. He said they
crashed intoapole inMexicoCityandwhile the
Embassy was helping them he still needed
money prior to his court appearance scheduled
for thenextday.Thecaller askedher towirehim
$5,500 and begged her not to call his parents.
The following day the victim received a

second call. The voice at the other end said his
court date went well but now needed bond
money in order to leave Mexico. This time he
askedher towire himmore than$4,000. Itwas-
n’t until she reachedhergrandsonnearlyaweek
later that she realized that she had been
scammed.
“We’ve received complaints about calls

fromCanadaandnowfromMexico,”Anderson
said.Although the “tall-tale” varies, “The mes-
sage is the same, ‘Sendmoney and please don’t
tell my parents.’”
Anyonewhoreceivesacall like this should

hang-up immediately.

Fake Calls Scamming Grandma

8/
11
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A
Look
Into
the
Past

Madera Ranchos
reader and resident
Bob Campbell sent

this in to the
Ranchos Independent
and said that it was
sent to him. “Some

friends sent me
this. They found it
in their mother's
things. It had a 1
cent postage on
it, so must have

been a long time
ago,” Campbell

wrote. He
thought it was
interesting and
so do we. It all

sounds pretty good
but where’s that aver-
age maximum temper-
ature of 75 degrees?

-- the Editor
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FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

FULL SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE

SHOP

Serving
the

Valley f
or Over

42 Yea
rs

8
/1
1 follow us on

Facebook

FREE
INSPECTION
19-POINT

GETA

w/ everyOILCHANGE

SCHOOL”
“BACKTO

call for appt. • exp.9/30/11

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

Sharing the teaching of New Thought and Spiritual Growth
to the Central Valley from Merced to Fresno since 1994

Spiritual Awareness Center
Madera Church of Religious Science
Sunday Celebration 10:30 a.m. • 218 S. D St., Madera

(Across from the U.S. Post Office)

661-1948 • www.maderasac.com
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Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

This year, Robin built her a late model
stock car. She went from a 275 pound
midget to a 1,300 pound legend to a 3,100
pound stock car.

And she is loving it.
This year she has competed in nine

races so far and already has three top five
finishes. In her last race she ran up front all
race and ran as high as third place at the
end. She was in a battle for third place, run-
ning door to door for the last three laps as
they came off turn four for the checkered
flag.

The cars
touched each
other.

N o w
they were
coming to the
final flag at
full speed …
s i d e w a y s .
She got beat
by a nose and
f i n i s h e d
fourth. Emma
has five races
left this year and it is her hope that she can
continue to run up front and end up in the
winner’s circle.

Emma has been going to the races
since before she was born. Emma’s mom,
Mary, helped in the pits when Robin was
racing, up until she was nine months preg-
nant. Their daughter has been hearing the
roar of engines since before she was born.
Robin has been involved in racing for 42

years and raced for 22 years at tracks
around California, including Madera where
he won two late model championships at
Madera Speedway. “I guess you could say
‘It’s in her blood,’” Robin said.

The apple doesn’t fall too far from the
tree. Emma, whose nickname in Quarter
Midgets was “pinky bling-bling,” in part
because she was running a pink racecar, has
won four Pacific Coast Indoor Champi-
onships and a championship at her home
track in Madera, just like dad.

The Tuckers are sold on racing as a
great family sport. They estimate they will

do 35-40
races per
year between
Emma and
y o u n g e r
brother Dil-
lon, an 8th
grader at
R a n c h o s
M i d d l e
School. He
races Re-
s t r i c t e d
Sprint Cars
in Visalia and

Lemoore on the dirt. He also raced Quarter
Midgets for six years, won 22 races last
year in Quarter Midgets, won two track
championships and set new track records in
Madera and San Jose.

There’s plenty of racing left at Madera
Speedway this season (see below). If you
come out for some great racing and cheer on
our own Emma Tucker, you just might be
rooting for a future NASCAR superstar.

Remember ... it’s not bragging if you can back it up.

RACING cont. from P. 2

AAuugguusstt  2277tthh - Midland Tractor Night / LunkerDaddy Late Models, Hobby
Stock, MST, Toyota Sedans, 4-Bangers (Double Points all Classses)

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1166tthh - Harvest Classic Night #1 presented by Madera Auto Cen-
ter / $5 grandstand ticket for everyone on night one. LunkerDaddy Late
Models, Hobby Stock & 4-Banger (Two track series), MST, Toyota Sedans

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1177tthh - Harvest Classic Super Saturday Round #6 presented
by 410/360 Super Modifieds, BCRA Midgets, Vintage Super Modifieds /
Valley Sportman & NCMA, Plus the Blown, Injected multi-engine Pulling
Tractors! USAC Sprints, USAC Focus

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2244tthh - Mike Roos Memorial, Fireworks, SRL Southwest Tour,
Championship night for the LunkerDaddy Late Models, Hobby Stocks,
MST, Toyota Sedans, 4-Bangers, Legends, ASA Truck Tour, Plus Lawn
mower races! (Triple Points for all local classes.),  

OOccttoobbeerr  2222nndd - 5th Annual Pumpkin Smash Halloween Bash and Blow
up!!! Late Model Open, Hobby Stock Open, 4-Banger Open, 150 lap En-
duro, Destruction Derby and Boat Drags!

MADERA SPEEDWAY SCHEDULE 
www.racemadera.com

1850 West Cleveland Ave. • Event Hotline 559-673-RACE

Dates in PINK are when Emma Tucker is racing!



SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

how long to cook, these recipes don’t
have to be followed exactly. Change the
fruit – maybe your family likes pears
instead of fruit cocktail, or how about
spice cake instead of yellow with the
peaches or add a little cinnamon. I even
saw one recipe that added a little co-
conut. This is definitely one on which
you can use your imagination. One
other suggestion I would have if you
were using peaches or pears is to cut
them up. You don’t have to do it in a
separate bowl, just dump the fruit in the
bottom of the baking pan and before
you pour the cake mix on cut the slices
into smaller pieces. These cakes will
seem wet and uncooked but once
cooked they are delicious – almost like
a cobbler. And they are especially good
served warm with a scoop of ice cream.

When I told Randy about Dump
Cakes he mistakenly thought I was
saying “Bundt cakes.” When I ex-
plained them to him he went home and
tried his hand at a Dump Cake. His en-
tire family loved it and loved how
simple it was to make. These things

are so simple, here’s a recipe he made
up that he is still raving about.

Apple Spice Dump Cake
2 Cans Apple Pie Filling
1 Box Spice Cake Mix
1 ½ Cubes of Butter, cut into pats
Spray the bottom of a 9x13 baking

pan with Pam or any cooking spray.
Pour the entire contents of the two cans
of pie filling into the bottom of the pan.
Sprinkle entire dry cake mix on top of
filling and flatten it out with a fork.
Place the pats of butter over the entire
surface of the cake mix, completely
covering it. Bake for 35 minutes in a
350 oven. When you pull it out let it
rest for 30 minutes before you cut into
it. Randy says it is one of the best – and
easiest – desserts he and his family
have ever had.

Well, that does it for another month. I
want to thank those of you who have com-
mented on the column and I look forward
to hearing from you. Call me at the office
at 645-0634, or better yet, come in and
talk to me. I’d love to discuss recipes with
you.

Until next time – stay cool!

RECIPE cont. from P. 8
Page 18
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Click on “Local News” at

24 hours in advance prior to noon so re-
member to call Joann at 645-4864.

We have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at 10 a.m. The participants are get-
ting more than just exercise by attending.
They have fun, share laughs and meet new
friends. There is room for you and you may
attend all three days or just one or two of
them.

New to the agenda on Tuesday at 12:30
p.m. are a variety of cards games to be en-
joyed. Come and learn new games.

Check your calendar for daily events
for each day of the week. If you do not have
a copy, stop by the Senior Center for a copy.
Additional copies are available at the Ran-
chos Market and Hurst Hardware Store.

The Farmers Market at the Center has
a variety of vegetables and fruits, jams and
jellies are available and the Boutique has
many “on the spot needed” gift items

.Dates for Your Calendars
Sept. 24 – Shuttle to Hanford – Use of

old hand projectors – silent movies
Nov. 6 – 10 – Laughlin, Nev. Only 30

seats available, need to sign-up.

September Events
M-W-F – 10 a.m. Exercise; Tuesday

– 12:30 p.m. Variety of card and other
games; Wednesday – Card Bingo; Thurs-
day – 5:30 p.m. Potluck and Card Games

Sept. 3 8 a.m. – noon. First Saturday
of the month Sale. Senior Treasure
House, Boutique, Bake goods and Plant
Sale.

Sept. 6 Second Monday, Board Meet-
ing 6 p.m.

Sept. 12 Third Monday General
Meeting 7 p.m.

Sept. 17 Birthday and Anniversaries
at Pismo Coastal Grill, 7937 N. Black-
stone, Fresno. 439-9463.

Sept. 19 Planning Meeting at 12:30
p.m.

SENIORS cont. from P. 10

Come Join the Fun

The Sierra Shadows 4-H club is look-
ing for adults interested in becoming a 4-
H volunteer project leader. Volunteers are
the backbone of the 4-H program and in
carrying out the 4-H program and activi-
ties. Some volunteers become involved in
their children's activities while others just
want to share a skill or a hobby. Here are
a few basic requirements: be at least over
18 years old; have a desire to help youth
learn by doing; and time and energy to de-
vote to the project. A minimum of six
hours of instruction is required to com-
plete a project with most projects occur-
ring over a period of several weeks or
months during a year. The 4-H has re-
sources available to help assist you to be-
come a successful leader. If you are
interested in becoming a 4-H volunteer
and would like more information on how

to become a volunteer, please contact our
Community Club Leader, Terri Fernan-
dez, at 559-645-4836.

As many of you are gearing up for the
upcoming school year, many members are
excited about the upcoming Madera
County Fair which will be held from Sept.
8 through 11. There’s no break in the sum-
mer for 4-H members because they have
to work with their animals all summer
long just to get ready for the Madera
County Fair. They work with their animals
to get the animal in good condition to
make weight and with the hope when auc-
tion time rolls around, their animal will re-
ceive some top bids. Other members will
be entering items from their other projects
into the fair, such as items from their
sewing, cooking and/or arts and crafts
projects. If you would like to learn how
you could support a 4-Hmember by either
being an auction buyer, bonus bidders or
an award sponsor. Please contact our
Community Club Leader.

Youth between the ages of 9 to 18
years old may join 4-H. The Sierra Shad-
ows 4-H club leader is Terri Fernandez,
who can be reached at 559-645-4836. Her
email is trrfernandez@yahoo.com. The
next club meeting will be held at Sierra
View Elementary School cafeteria on
Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. Hope to see
you there.
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

8/11

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“WeAre Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & SantaAna

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIETWORLD MEDICALGROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
559-645-5320

The Laughlin trip is planned for Nov. 6
through 10 for 30 people. If you want
to go, be sure to sign up at the center.

Finally, the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iors have lost another very active
member. Whitney Johns was born
March 31, 1924 and died on Monday
Aug. 15, 2011 at his home in the
Madera Ranchos with his wife Anna

at his bedside. He fought a long battle
with cancer. His funeral service was
held on Friday, Aug. 19 at the
Farewell Funeral Service building in
Fresno. Whitney was a retired mapper
for the Pacific Gas and Electric Com-
pany. Whitney served the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors as Chairman for
their annual Home and Garden Festi-
val. He was a friend to many and we
will all miss him.

STOCK cont. from P. 7
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site! 8/
11

Again this month we have a guest
writer for the Pastor’s Desk. He is not a
pastor but he has a message. With ap-
proximately 17.6 million Americans
adults who abuse alcohol or are alcohol
dependent, his message is timely and rel-
evant.

Editor

By Mike B.

Over the last few weeks I have
dealt with the fact that my recovery,
and others who seek recovery, need to
be rigorously honest. Webster’s Dic-
tionary defines rigorous as: “Rigidly se-
vere or harsh, as people, rules, or
discipline.” That is quite a tall order for
any regular or normal person. It is an
even taller order for someone who is an
ex-liar, cheat and
thief. “Rigidly se-
vere or harsh,” that
means I have to
make an effort
every day to go to
the extreme to be
honest, because if I
am not, I will not
change. And, to not
change for me is a
death sentence. In
the program they
tell us, “You only
have to change one thing; that one thing
is everything.” Chapter five “How it
works” starts out like this: “Rarely have
we seen a person fail who has thor-
oughly followed our path. Those who
do not recover are people who cannot,
or will not, completely give themselves
to this simple program, usually men and
women who are constitutionally inca-
pable of being honest with themselves.
There are such unfortunates. They are
not at fault; they seem to have been
born that way. They are naturally inca-
pable of grasping and developing a
manner of living which demands rigor-
ous honesty.”

So, is lying doing something and no
one finds out about it? The answer
would be a resounding “YES.” I have
stated before that it took me about 18
months to finally surrender to this sim-
ple program. In that first 18 months the
few times I drank I thought, “Who
would know?” The funny thing is we
have an uncanny ability to tell on our-
selves. Only I would know – how could
I possibly hurt anyone? I’ll have a cou-

ple and act cool. Who’s it going to hurt?
One day after a meeting, after receiving
one more 24 hour chip, I read the front
of the chip: “To thine own self be true,”
and I finally realized I had been lying
not only to myself, but to God. From
then on I realized I had to be honest to
myself. Being honest with myself was
not only saving me but it was also glo-
rifying God. Making a choice to drink
was mine and mine alone. No one or
any circumstance or other person could
make me drink. Knowing that I needed
to be rigorously honest with myself is
my choice.

Now I choose to be honest.
To run a good program, and re-

member it is about progress and not
perfection, I have to not only be honest,
I have to be rigorously honest. I have
found that makes my life considerably

easier. When I
have a problem or
concern, I tell peo-
ple the truth and
usually they are
very understanding
and go out of their
way to help. I do
not have to back-
track and remem-
ber what I told this
person or that per-
son, or have to
make sure the

other people are told the same story;
cover all my bases, so to speak. The
truth has no bases to cover. If I make a
mistake or do something wrong I own
up to it. It is amazing the reaction I usu-
ally get and people tend to be a little
taken aback. One time a person said,
“I’m not through being angry yet! How
can you so easily own up to your mis-
take?” It’s easy: I have nothing to hide.
Remember Adam and Eve did not try to
hide from God until they sinned. Peo-
ple always say, “The truth will set you
free.” They are correct: the truth is very
freeing. What they miss is what or who
is the truth? According to the gospel of
John, in John 14:6 Jesus answers, “I am
the way, the truth and the life.”

Know Jesus, know truth.
Now, not only am I free of this

world and all its trappings, I get the
added bonus of being free from the pain
and sorrow that comes with not being
honest. The freedom and peace that
comes with being honest transcends all

The Pastor’s Desk

Rigorous Honesty: The Only Policy

Knowing that I needed to be
rigorously honest with myself is
my choice.

Now I choose to be honest.
To run a good program, and

remember it is about progress
and not perfection, I have to
not only be honest, I have to be
rigorously honest.

Please see PASTOR on P. 20
www.The Ranchos.com
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By J.D. Bennett

On Aug. 1, during the fight over raising
the nation’s debt limit, Vice President Joe
Biden was reported as having joined House
Democrats in bashing TeaParty Republicans
during a two-hour, closed-door Democratic
Caucus meeting, accusing them of having
“acted like terrorists” by their conduct dur-
ing the negotiations.

- Editor

An Open Letter to
Vice President Joe Biden

Mr. Biden:
I can’t even find it within myself to ad-

dress you by your title.You are in office only
by way of Barack Hussein Obama, who was
elected by the people, whether I agree with
that or not.We didn’t have a choicewith you.
It disgusts and appallsme to know that aman

in your position is either a socialist or unable
to control his tongue on national television.A
person in the office you hold is and should
be held to a higher standard.What gives you
the right to refer to hard-workingAmericans
as terrorists because they support a party
other than the one you occupy?

My beliefs align with those of the Tea
Party, and I endorse them largely because the
Tea Party supports our Constitution and lim-
iting big government spending. I am a vet-
eran of the United States Marine Corps,
honorably discharged. When I retired from
law enforcement, I was serving as a Terror-
ism Liaison Officer, so I know what terror-
ism is. I studied terrorism and
counter-terrorism and have extensive train-
ing in its prevention.

Just in case you had amedical condition
commonly known as “ImpactedCranial Rec-
titis” and weren’t able to see the numbers on
the vote to raise the debt ceiling, 95 Democ-
rats voted against it. That is 29 more nay
votes than the Republican/Tea Party Caucus.
Now to my recollection, no Democrats have
joined theTea Party Caucus in Congress.Ac-

cording to you, because the Tea Party took a
stance against raising the debt ceiling and ac-
tually made a difference in the vote, we are
terrorists. Can I ask you, Sir, are the Democ-
rats who voted against it also terrorists?Will
you be invoking vice presidential powers to
have these "terrorists" arrested?

I would like a public apology via na-
tional television. This is the onlyway you can
right this cruel injustice. Are you man
enough,Mr. Biden, to apologize to theAmer-
ican public for your despicablewords, or will
you cowardly turn your back on the hard-
workingAmerican citizens you disrespected?

J. D. Bennett
Former U.S. Marine
Retired Peace Officer
Current Tea Party Member

Madera Chapter Tea Party Meetings

The August meeting presented guest
speakerDarren Spellman, SupervisorDistrict
5, in Calaveras County. Supervisor Spellman

explained the role of a County Supervisor in
our state mandates.

If you haven't already, please take the
time to join us. We would appreciate your
presence and, if you like, you'll have the op-
portunity to discuss current issues and ideas.
Thesemeetings are also educational sowe can
proceed well-equipped with the facts and not
with the many untruths that are consistently
spread throughout the mainstreammedia.

Madera Chapter meetings are usually
held on the third Thursday of each month at
Di Cicco's, 516 So. I Street in Madera from
6-8 p.m. Check the Central Valley Tea Party
website: www.centralvalleyteaparty.com and
select the events tab on the blue menu bar
then scroll to find your area's chapter for cur-
rent scheduling ofmeetings, including speak-
ers and topics of discussion.

For more information and for those
without Internet access, please contact John
Smedley at 645-7031. He can be reached by
e-mail at jcsmedley@comcast.net. You can
also contact Rick Farinelli at 706-5386 or by
e-mail at richardfarinelli@sbcglobal.net.

VPBidenNeeds toApologize for “Terrorist” Comment

understanding. Paul tells us in Philip-
pians, and remember he wrote this
from a prison cell (Philippians 4:4-8),
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say
it again. Rejoice! Let your gentleness
be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do
not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your request
to God. And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is

true, whatever is noble, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is admirable – if any-
thing is excellent or praiseworthy think
about such things.”

Being honest and truthful in all that
you do will not just make your life eas-
ier, it will glorify Jesus Christ. That is
our job: in all things glorify His name.
This has worked well for me over the
last year. I know it can and will work
for you. Remember honesty is not the
best policy, it is the only policy!

Mike

PASTOR cont. from P. 19

career pathways that house many of the
elective programs. They areAg & Natural
Resources, as well as Arts, Media and En-
tertainment. Minarets High School and
Minarets Charter High School use Google
Apps. as the primary work foundation.

The 300-acre campus offers students
a safe and friendly environment, state-of-
the art technology and numerous co-cur-
ricular and extra-curricular opportunities.
Students can compete in at least eight dif-
ferent CIF athletic programs, while also
pursuing opportunities in FFA, Music and
Performing Arts, Media, Art and much
more. Indeed, students attending on the
Charter are extended a one-year reprieve
from any athletic sanctions and can partic-
ipate in athletics immediately. Course elec-
tives range from unique and specialized
opportunities such as Fire Science, Mili-
tary Science, Landscape Design, Informa-
tion Technology, Floral Design, Extreme
PE, Advanced Music Production, Guitar,
Ag Mechanics and more.Additionally, we
offer an eight-period schedule that creates
more elective opportunities, as well as a
school start time of almost 9 a.m. Other
campus amenities include a bike trail,
mountain bikes and a climbing wall on
campus, a media lounge, a new $4.2 Ag
Mechanics shop facility opening in 2012
and more.

Minarets High School has been
WASC accredited since 2010. Minarets
High School has enjoyed excellent aca-
demic success early on including over a
90% pass rate on the California High
School Exit Exam, the 2nd highest API in
Madera County and extremely high test
scores like English and LanguageArts.Al-
though only in existence since 2008,
Minarets High School has already received
tremendous recognition. Dozens of stu-
dents have won awards in media, ag and
FFA, art, writing, music, and more. There
are twoApple Distinguished Educators on
campus.Minarets High School also has the
Madera County Teacher of the Year for
2010. Minarets High School has the Com-
puter Using Educator Site Leader of the
Year for 2010 and also the ACSA Region
IX Secondary Principal of the Year for
2011.

Minarets High School and now
Minarets Charter High School are located
in O’Neals on Road 200 just ¼ mile east
of Highway 41. It is just 20 miles north of
Fresno and within easily commuting dis-
tance from several communities inMadera
and Fresno Counties.

For more information, please contact
Director of Charter Jon Corippo at 559-
676-1935 or Minarets High School Princi-
pal Michael Niehoff at 559-287-4078.
Additional information is also available at
www.minarets.us as well.

CHARTER cont. from P. 10
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in

touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns S
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

one single use and then it’s gone is not
a water policy. What are YOU going to
do about our water?

Is a community water treatment fa-
cility and sewage system the answer?
Are you willing to pay for it? If not,
what are YOU going to do about our
water?

Have you contacted our elected of-
ficials? Have you joined any commu-
nity organizations to have your voice
heard? Have you researched what other
communities in similar situations have
done and then taken it to the populace?
If not, what are YOU going to do about
our water?

The true bottom line is, have you
done ANYTHING other than throw up
the same old “What about our water?”
argument? If so, what are YOU going
to do about our water?

There’s an old saying that if you
keep doing what you’re doing you’re
going to get what you’ve got. There’s
about 10,000 of us out here with a
giant soda straw sucking every last
drop out of the ground and then we
hide behind, “They’re going to take
our water!”

Wake up!
WE’RE taking our water with ab-

solutely no plan to fix the situation.
I’ll ask again: What are YOU going to
do about our water?

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

8/11 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5
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A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g ,
r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s . F a s t
s e r v i c e . NEW ADDRE S S &
PHONE NUMBER : 3 6 7 3 3
Av e . 1 2 . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

B e a u t y P r o d u c t s

Ma r y K a y C o sm e t i c s - S k i n
c a r e , c o l o r a p p l i c a t i o n , p a r t y
a n d b u s i n e s s o p p o r t u n i t i e s !
E x c e l l e n t c u s t om e r s e r v i c e a n d
f r e e d e l i v e r y ! Ca l l M e l a n i e
B owman 5 5 9 - 9 9 4 - 3 9 6 3 .

B i b l e Ta l k s

HOME B I BLE TALKS - We l -
c om e a d u l t s a n d c h i l d r e n t o
h e a r t h e s t o r y o f J e s u s , f r o m
b i r t h t o r e s u r r e c t i o n . S u n d a y s ,
5 p . m . i n M a d e r a R a n c h o s .
C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 9 0 4 f o r d i r e c -
t i o n s .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

N e w c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e m o d e l s ,
r o o m a d d i t i o n s , b a r n s a n d p a -
t i o s . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6 o r
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a r e

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y . F R E E e s t i m a t e s .
F R E E s t a i n p r o t e c t i o n w i t h
a n y p u r c h a s e . T i l e , a g g r e -
g a t e , s h o w e r s , P e b b l e Te c .

G o l d e n Va l l e y C h a m b e r M em -
b e r , B B B , r e f e r e n c e s . C a l l
B r u c e a t 6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

The Gu t t e r Doc t o r s p e c i a l i z i n g
i n b o t h c o n t i n u o u s a n d s t a n d a r d
r a i n g u t t e r s . G e n e r a l C o n t r a c -
t o r - R e p a i r M a i n t e n a n c e . 2 9
y e a r s wo r k i n g i n t h e a r e a . Ca l l
5 5 9 - 8 2 2 - 2 7 5 9 .

He lp Wanted

Sa l e s p e r s o n Wan t e d - -Th e
Ran ch o s I nd ep end en t i s l o o k -
i n g f o r s ome o n e who l o v e s t h e
Ran c h o s a n d l o v e s t h e Ran c h o s
I n d e p e n d e n t a n d wa n t s t h e
wo r l d t o k n ow a b o u t i t . I f
y o u ’ r e o r g a n i z e d a n d l o v e t o
t a l k t o p e o p l e y o u ’ r e h a l f w a y
t h e r e . . . w e c a n h e l p w i t h t h e
o t h e r h a l f . Call Randy at 645-
0634 and we’ll set up a time to
talk. Look! You’re talking already!

Housec l ean ing

Housec l ean ing Serv i c e - Have
your house spr ing c l eaned a l l
year long . Expe r i ence , r e spons i -
b le , hones t . Fa i r pr ices . Cal l 416-
2585 .

Housec l ean ing - 20 year s expe -
r i ence . Hone s t , r e l i a b l e , r e f e r -
e n c e s . Ca l l Rachae l a t
822 -3330 .

L o s t & F o u n d

Lo s t D o g - L o s t o v e r 4 t h o f
J u l y w e e k e nd . L a r g e L a b -
P o i n t e r M i x . C h o c o l a t e B r own
w i t h wh i t e p aw s , s t u b t a i l .
N ame Mo c h a . We a r i n g r e d c o l -
l a r w i t h t a g s a nd h a s m i c r o c h i p .
Ca l l 6 4 5 - 4 3 6 7 o r Cra i g ' s L i s t .

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

Painting Services - 40 years of ex-
perience. Licensed and insured.
Frank Kramer Exteriors. Lic.
#273099. Call 645-4113.

Painting Services - Gerald Scheffing
& Son Painting. 40 years experience.
Interior & Exterior. Licensed, insured
and bonded. Lic #313070. Call 674-
2320.

R e c y c l a b l e s P i c k Up

Free Recyclables Pickup -- KIDS 4
RECYCLING offers pickup of
household paper, plastics, tin, glass,
aluminum and cardboard. Funds sup-
port Rancho's Seniors, library,
schools and 4H. Info call Recycle
Gal 999-6832 or 645-1048.

Trac t o r Serv i c e s

Bobcat Work - Drilling Post Holes -
Trees - Trenching - Clean Up. Tractor
Work - Discing - Rototilling - Mowing
- Scraping - Stump Grinding - Roll Off
Box. Call Neal at 645-1200 or 285-
8211.

Tractor Work - House pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities installed.
Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

Tractor Work - Mowing, discing, light
scraping. Call Tomas at 645-0864.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out. Screen,
track and sills included. Remove hard
water stain on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
SENIOR DISCOUNT!
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S
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©2011 King Features Syndicates, Inc.



Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 8/11

A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, I am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today!

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

DRE#: 01323109

Realtor®

8/11

8/11
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Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063 8/

11

Don't wait until the last minute. You can be pro-active!
If you're facing the possibility of losing your home to

foreclosure and are not sure what might be available to you,
please call me. As a CDPE (Certified Distressed Property
Expert) I will go over the latest information to help you
make a good decision.

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

8/11
LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson
Resource Lenders, Inc.

7330 N. Palm Ave. Suite 106
Fresno, CA 93711

patty@resourcelenders.com
www.HomeLoansByPatty.com

Patty Grissom • (559)256-0533 • cell (559)307-7611
Loan Officer • hablo español • NMLS #350159 • DRE #01883473

• 100% Financing
• No Mortgage Insurance
• Seller Can Assist With

Closing Cost
• 30 Year Fixed rate Loan

8/
11

8
/1
1

You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

MaderaGlass &Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give thema call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
&Mirror has the expertise to make
quickwork of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty atMaderaGlass &Mirror. Fix
abrokenoneor completeaproject.

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

DRILLINGAND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

8/11



repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Click on “Local News” at 

VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH
& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair
(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

IInntteerrlloocckkiinngg  PPaavveerrss

444422--11999999444422--11999999
nnootthhiinngg  oouuttllaassttss  ppaavveerrss!!

wwwwww..rrllaaccyyiinntteerrlloocckkppaavveerrss..ccoomm

LLiicc..  ##330066551111

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

Lic. #393449

Call us for all

CARTER DRYWALL

your drywall needs

645-1914

Service, Inc.

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

Page 24    

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

Dog Gone
Cute Store

Open Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
645-PETS

Pet Nutrition
Novelties & Necessities

37193 Avenue 12 #3A • Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

Grooming

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Aluminum
Screen

• Fiberglass
Screen

• Pet
Grilles

• Specialty
Screening

• Team Program

• Kinder Gym

• Tumble Tots

• Adult Boot Camp

• Birthday Parties

• Open Gym

• Field Trips

• Cheer

www.verduzcoselitegym.com

Producing the finest athletes in the world!

559-447-1609



Business Directory

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A troubling situation takes a positive turn and moves toward a
resolution that should please you and your supporters. Meanwhile, make time to deal with new domestic
issues.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) It's a good time to reassess your goals and consider shifting
directions. Remember to keep an open mind, and be prepared to make changes as new opportunities
arise.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Rely on your strong Mercury aspect to help you close that
communication gap before it becomes too wide to cross. A sibling or other family member has news.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You're about to get off that emotional roller coaster and start
experiencing more stability than you've been used to. This is a good time to let someone new into your
life.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Good news: A trusted friend comes through for you. But you still need
to shed that last scrap of self-doubt and once more become the cool, confident Cat we all know and love.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Things should be getting back to a less hectic pace.
Enjoy the more peaceful atmosphere. You earned it. But don't forget about those still-unresolved issues.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A more positive family relationship develops as
misunderstandings are explained away. A job situation appears promising, but check it out before you
act on it.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Congratulations. That on-the-job situation isworking
out as you'd hoped. Now's a good time to relax and to enjoy the company of family and close friends.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You might feel as if you're caught in an
emotional tug-of-war. But don't be rushed into a decision on either side. Wait for more facts before you
act.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) The Goat's usually high level of self-confidence is
brimming over these days. This should help you deal with a situation that you've avoided for far too
long. Go for it.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Relationships become more intense. But be careful
not to be pushed into decisions you're not comfortable with. Remember: You're the one in charge of
your life.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You need to show more confidence in your ability to reach
your goals. Make that long-delayed decision, and avoid floundering around in a sea of self-doubt.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

Although you appear to be strongly opinionated, you can also be open
to other ideas -- so long as they are presented with logic and clarity.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

www.The Ranchos.com

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver

Jackie Jones
559-240-3556

559-232-1352
or

call
Specializing in Livestock

Located in Madera Ranchos in Maywood Center
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 9AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE

• 5-Star Rated Company • Supplies • Tile Clean
• Flat Rate Pricing • Green Cleans • Service

• Repairs • Portable

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969
WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

Page 25

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Private Shopper
Purchase Power ...
BEST KEPT SECRET

Large variety of 
gift choices ... 

BRING THIS COUPON
Shop Til U Drop!

OPEN 2nd SAT-SUN
of each month
9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

37341 Ave. 16 • Madera Ranchos • 559-999-6832

AMERICAN
MADE DIRECT4for1

Crazy Savings
75% OFF

entire warehouse
(formerly FFiinnee  TThhiinnggss)

KIDS 4
RECYCLING

Beat the no $$$ woes
...more 4 less!

Call Diana for an appt.

• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC



Click on “Local News” at

1. TELEVISION: What was the name of
the airline company whose plane crashed
in the television series "Lost"?
2. POLITICS: Who is the only person in
U.S. history to serve as governor of two
different states?
3. GEOGRAPHY: In what U.S. state
would you find Fort Donelson?
4. BIBLE: What famous biblical character
survived a night in a den of lions?
5. HUMAN ANATOMY: What is the liq-
uid part of blood called?
6. NICKNAMES:What is the nickname of
the Indianapolis Speedway?
7. MOVIES: Who wrote the story that was
eventually made into the animated film
"The Iron Giant"?
8. LITERATURE: The character of Mer-
cutio appears in which of Shakespeare's
plays?
9. COMICS:Who was "Peanuts" character
Charlie Brown's favorite baseball player?
10. INVENTIONS:Who invented the non-
stick substance called Teflon?

1.OceanicAirlines
2.SamHouston,governorofTennessee
andTexas
3.Tennessee
4.Daniel
5.Plasma
6.TheBrickyard
7.TedHughes,BritishPoetLaureate
8."RomeoandJuliet"
9.JoeShlabotnik
10.Dr.RoyPlunkett

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crosswordby Dave T. Phipps
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SEMCU
REGULAR MEETING

Monday, September 19 at 6:30 p.m.
Ranchos Pizza Factory

Finally!
Aplace to get your questions answered about what’s happening in the Ranchos.
Whether you’re looking for solutions to Water Issues, questions about Traffic

Situations, curious about the prospects for the Ranchos getting a Park or what the
future holds for a Community Center, this newWebsite is for you.

www.semcu.org

Want to be a Grant Writer?
SEMCU is looking for volunteers to be on the Grant Committee. The Manchester

Center in Fresno is offering a Grant Writing 101 class beginning September 7 and
November 9. SEMCUwill pay for anymember interested in attending.


