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By Christi McKinney

Madera County Code Enforcement of-
ficers have been busy at work this summer
investigating a variety of code violations in
the Madera Ranchos. At the top of the list of
complaints reported by residents is the pro-
liferation of signs. Real estate signs are a fre-
quent sight as are yard sale signs that seem to
stay posted forever.
Eric Yancy, Madera
County Code En-
forcement officer,
explains that signs
are allowed only on
private property, not
on street corners
pointing to an event
down the street.

Signs have also
been an issue re-
cently with businesses on Avenue 12. Pedes-
trians are sometimes forced to walk in the
busy street because business signs and land-
scaping blocks the area next to the street.
Madera County actually owns easements on
both sides of Avenue 12 which prohibits
signs or anything else blocking the area clos-
est to the street. Businesses have been very
cooperative in resolving this issue.

The presence of inoperative or aban-
doned vehicles is another frequent com-
plaint. In addition to being a blight, they can
reduce property values and create a variety
of safety hazards. Vehicles must be regis-
tered and be operable or they must be stored
behind an 8-foot fence or enclosed in a
garage or other building.

Yancy recalls a recent case in the
Coarsegold area where Madera County
Code Enforcement worked with a home-
owner to remove over 50 junk cars from his
property. The cars had begun as projects that
got out of control after being accumulated
over a number of years. The cars were towed
out, approximately eight a day until the
problem was resolved. This was done by the
county at no cost to the homeowner or to the
county. This was made possible by the
Abandoned Vehicle Service Authority that
bills all California car owners $1 on their ve-
hicle registration to combat this increasing
problem.

Vacant Properties being left in disrepair
is another problem that has gotten increas-
ingly worse with the current rate of foreclo-
sures. In July, Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger signed California Civil
Code 2929.3. This bill requires owners of
vacant residential property purchased at
foreclosure or acquired through foreclosure
under a mortgage or deed of trust to maintain

Enforcing Codes in the Ranchos

the property or face fines of up to $1,000 per
day. “Failure to maintain” includes failing to
care for the exterior of the property, permit-
ting excessive foliage growth that dimin-
ishes the value of the surrounding properties,
failing to take action to prevent trespassers
or squatters from remaining on the property,
or failing to take action to prevent mosquito
larvae from growing in standing water, as
well as a number of
other conditions that
create a public nui-
sance.

This means that
resident ~ property
owners can choose
to let the lawn die
and the weeds grow
or choose not to re-
pair a broken win-
dow, however if a
property is vacant as the result of a foreclo-
sure purchase, the bank or owner of the
property can face huge fines for doing the
very same thing.

Other Common Complaints

Occupied RVs — Living in an RV is pro-
hibited unless you have a land use permit to
do so. If there is any question as to the clas-
sification or use of your land you should
contact the zoning administrator.

Farm Animals — Any farm animals in-
cluding chickens, ducks and goats are not
necessarily permitted on single family home
properties. This varies within the Ranchos
are so you’ll want to be familiar with any re-
strictions on your property

“If you receive a notice from Code En-
forcement, it’s very important that you con-
tact us right away and not ignore the
situation hoping it will go away,” Yancy said,
acknowledging that it’s seldom pleasant to
receive a notice from Code Enforcement.
“We understand that things happen and we
will do our best to work with you on the sit-
uation”

Code Enforcement was recently asked
to participate in a revitalization project with
the town of Fairmead. They helped to reha-
bilitate a number of buildings and removed
nearly 50 abandoned vehicles in the commu-
nity.

The Code Enforcement Agency re-
sponds to citizen complaints and with three
people they are not staffed sufficiently to be
proactive in enforcing code violations. Com-
plaints can be filed by calling the county of
Madera at 559-675-7821. Complaints must
include your name, address and phone num-
ber and cannot be made anonymously; how-
ever your identity and personal information
is protected and not available to anyone.
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County Moves Forward with Bypass

By Randy Bailey

After holding several meetings over several months on the subject of
alternatives to the present configuration of Avenue 12 due to projected in-
creased traffic, at the Aug. 27 meeting held at the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center Madera County District 1 Supervisor Frank Bigelow stated that it
had become clear to him that he had heard enough voices from the commu-
nity to convince him to move forward with the implementation of an Av-
enue 12 bypass of the Ranchos.

“We need to be proactive, prepare now before things get out of hand
and become too expensive,” Bigelow said.

The concern for Avenue 12 came after studies done by Madera County
Staff determined that traffic was increasing and that conditions along Av-
enue 12 were becoming more and more dangerous. In addition, new devel-
opments planned for the future would also increase traffic and it was
apparent something needed to be done.

Madera County Staff recommended the change in designation of Avenue
12 to an “expressway” in order for it to be able to handle present and future
traffic. That designation allowed the County to authorize up to six lanes on
Avenue 12 from Highway 41 to Highway 99. Excluded from that designa-

Please see BYPASS on P. 12

Suspected Ranchos Tagger Caught
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A tagging game carried out in

the Madera Ranchos and plaguing
business owners in and around the
Maywood Center at Maywood and
Avenue 12 for the past month is
over. Deputy Patrick Davis is
being credited for closing at least
three felony vandalism cases with
| the arrest of a 14-year old boy
today.

The teenager, whose name
cannot be released because of his
age, was taken into custody on the
morning of Aug. 22 after a month-
long investigation carried out by
| the Madera County Sheriff’s De-
partment. According to reports,
businesses in and around the May-
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tered with spray paint graffiti — “,\ﬂ'

“tagged” — resulting in a costly
clean-up.

Sheriff John Anderson praised
Deputy Davis for clearing this

case and added that tips from the

public most certainly aided in the 'y

young man’s apprehension. “Any-
one who has information on
crimes or suspicious activity
should never hesitate to call our
department,” Anderson said. “This
is a prime case where the public
has helped us make an arrest.”
Meantime, the juvenile re-
mains behind bars at Juvenile Hall
facing felony vandalism charges.
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By Randy Bailey

Three cheers to Madera County Dis-
trict 1 Supervisor Frank Bigelow. What a
refreshing change of pace to have a leader
actually lead. After one town hall meeting
after another here in the Ranchos in an at-
tempt to get the word out that changes were
a’comin’ to Avenue 12, Supervisor Bigelow
saw the writing on the wall and acted.

Hallelujah!

Just to bring you up to speed, Madera
County has determined that Avenue
12 has become more and more dan-
gerous from increased traffic and that
planned new developments will only
increase the traffic impact on Avenue
12 in the future. Something needs to
be done.

Avenue 12 had its designation
changed to an “expressway” by the
County, allowing up to six lanes to
be built on Avenue 12 from High-
way 41 to Highway 99 (can you
imagine six lanes down the center
of the Ranchos?) and the designa-
tion applied to every part of Avenue
12 EXCEPT a 3-mile stretch from
approximately Road 39% to Road
36 that the County wasn’t going to
do anything about until it heard
from Ranchos residents. And what
they were waiting to hear was if
four to six lanes sounded like a
good choice or if the possibility of
a bypass to direct the fast moving,

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

All contents of this publication are copyright 2008, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the per-
mission of the copyright holder is forbidden by law.

All articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the con-
tent. The information gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but
are not guaranteed. Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.
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SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART
How DO YOU TELL A
a5 COMMUNIST?
B \WELL, IT'S SOME-
% ONE WHO READS
MARX AND
LENIN. AND
HOW DO YOU
TELL AN ANTI-
COMMUNIST?
IT'S SOMEONE
WHO UNDER-
STANDS MARX
AND LENIN.

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

Thank You, Supervisor Bigelow

no intention of stopping, “I gotta
get from point A to point B” com-
muters around the Ranchos wasn’t
a better choice.

At meeting after meeting resi-
dents stood up and talked about
how dangerous it was to try to back
out onto Avenue 12 right now, let
alone when up to four additional
lanes would be added. People
talked about what multiple lanes
would do to mail delivery and trash
collection. And there was the con-
cern for kids walking home from
school down Avenue 12 with no
sidewalks into the face of an in-
creased flow of traffic.

The one thing that was NEVER
raised by anyone in the audience at
any of the meetings was a prefer-
ence for the multiple lanes down
the middle of town. In an attempt to
be fair, the County kept bringing up
the alternative to a bypass in the
form of either four or six lanes
down Avenue 12, and they kept
stressing that a bypass was only a
suggestion, but the reality was that
if there was support for increasing
the lanes down Avenue 12, it was
the best kept secret at every meet-
ing held.

Finally, by the August 20 meet-
ing, the natives were starting to get
restless.

“Why are we coming to these
meetings to hear the same thing?”

“Why don’t we vote on it right
now?”

“Is there ANYONE in this room
that wants six lanes???”

By the August 27 meeting, the
good folks of the Ranchos had just
about had enough.

“Why do we have to keep com-
ing to these meetings to hear the
same things over and over?”

“Does anyone know ANYONE
who wants six lanes down Avenue 1277

And with that Supervisor
Bigelow had heard enough. The
purpose of the meetings was to get a
feel for the thoughts of the Ranchos
Community and he did. In spades.

Keep up the good work, Super-
visor Bigelow. Oh, and see if you
can get that $3.2 million the “city”
Supervisors took from wus. That
should just about cover an Avenue
12 beautification project.
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Dear Editor:

Most of us in the Madera and
Bonadelle Ranchos depend upon ground
water for our homes and property to sur-
vive. Without it this area would soon be-
come a ghost town, a nice one, but still a
ghost town open to vandalism and looting.
Property values would turn into dust. As
you travel around these areas you will no-
tice water well drilling trucks in a lot of
areas, mostly the older ones. The older
wells were drilled to the depth of the
aquifer at that time, but now some of these
are inadequate because of the aquifers’ de-
scending depths. Blaming it on someone
or something won’t fix it, but if I were to
blame it on something it would be over-
development, but that is not a cure, but
maybe pushing it far into the future may
help us now.

I researched the following statistics
through phone calls to professionals and
conversations with property owners in the
area. Most older wells were drilled to
about 300 feet and have a 5- or 6-inch cas-
ing that prohibits drilling them any
deeper. They are called “throw away
wells” in the drilling industry. Today’s
wells in this area are being drilled to 400
feet or deeper. I know of two recently
drilled. One south of Ave. 15 on Rd. 35
1/2 that was drilled to 380 feet and did not
hit a static water level until 260 feet, the
other was a new well on an existing resi-
dence that was drilled to 500 feet off of
Rd. 36 and Ave. 14. If the well in question
has an 8-inch casing it can be drilled
deeper, but this would have to been drilled
as an Ag well to start with. You have two
choices: one; have your pump lowered
deeper, depth permitting; or two, drill a
new well at a cost of $10,000 or more.
One is more cost attractive. Have your
pump dropped down deeper and that will

have a cost of about $275 initially plus
$75 for each additional joint (21 feet each)
of pipe. If you are interested, the original
drilling company will have the informa-
tion regarding your well’s depth as well as
your pump depth to let you know how
much deeper your pump can be dropped.

The reason I am disseminating this
information is that there is a “Mitigated
Negative Declaration” (MND #2004-41)
before the Madera County Planning Com-
mission put forth by developer Ronald R.
Samuelson to develop the 400 acres west
of where Avenues 14, 14-1/2, John Albert
and Bonadelle all dead end. He would like
to extend these streets into this develop-
ment. We who live on these streets enjoy
the peace and quiet of these streets, which
also have a built-in security value — one
way in and one way out. The only traffic
we see are the people that belong here;
garbage trucks, mail delivery, etc., and the
people who can’t or don’t read the “Not a
Through Road” signs at the beginning of
these streets. This development can only
mean one thing: more wells, drawing
from our already descending water table
at a more rapid rate, more traffic and pol-
lution!

There will be a Public Hearing of this
project proposal at the Resource Manage-
ment Agency Building at 2037 W. Cleve-
land Ave. in Madera (the old J. C. Penny’s
building) on Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2008, at 6
p-m. The county only sends the Notice of
Public Hearing to the homes (eight total)
that are within 300 feet of the proposed
property development. Please attend if
you are concerned.

Larry Turner
Madera Ranchos

Please see LETTERS on P. 18
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20% Discount for Ranchos
Ranchos Businesses & Residents

Con SUI ti ng e-newsletters

Allyson Robison, owner, is a digital marketing
consultant with more than seven years experience
in e-marketing. She grew up in the Ranchos and
has moved back to raised her family here.

Call to discuss your e-marketing needs:

websites

social media

559.696.6607
Or visit us online at:
www.Robison-Consulting.com

THE D.O.G. HOUSE

DEMAND OPEN GOVERNMENT BY DALE PROZEN

By

&=

D.O.G. Report Meltdown

Epiphany: In my opinion, the budget hearing on Aug.
21 was a disaster. I got very little sleep that night thinking
about what happened. I do believe, I had an epiphany at
4:20 a.m.

This is probably going to be a very long and at times rambling D.O.G. Report.
Hopefully by the end of it, my wife and I will have decided if it is to be my last one.

My part in the Aug. 21 disaster was letting it get to me. I completely lost it. |
looked like a raving lunatic.

What should have been two to four hours of thoughtful questions and open de-
bate about legitimate budget issues became a list of the issues and what sounded like
30 minutes of frustrated accusations.

Stell Manfredi responded in kind and — for him — in a very uncharacteristic way.
What happened didn’t help the budget and didn’t help the process, but it sure helped
me understand! Like when I learned not to stand too close to the monkey cage.

I like and respect Stell and each one of the staff sitting at the table with him, but
no one elected any of them King of Madera. Every decision they make is subject to
the citizens’ review and scrutiny and I don’t think they have a problem with that
concept. I have asked all of them questions at one time or another and in each in-
stance they took the time to answer and explain how they came up with what it was
that I did not understand.

The Budget Process - The Budget process is a scam!

First off, government is supposed to be an open and democratic process, this
one is not. The Chief Accounting Officer and his staff negotiate and come up with
the department heads. If you will look at the past year’s Board meetings you will see
there is little or no Board direction on the budget or anything in it. On the surface the
process is a big marble game. The County has about 200 million marbles and every
department has a bucket they want filled with marbles. Each department submits a
budget laying out what they “need.” The CAO distributes the limited number of mar-
bles in a way he feels is the fairest and best for the County. Then the plan is to take
what Stell has done and do a thorough review at the public hearings.

Three days of budget hearings - Hearing is defined by Encarta as: “A chance
to be heard, an opportunity to be heard, especially a chance to state an opinion or
fact.” Encarta’s example of a sentence using it is: “All I want is for my views to get
a fair hearing.” Ironic isn’t it?

Day one is called the presentation of the budget. What it is in fact is the CAO
going from cover to cover giving the Reader’s Digest version of the County’s budget.

At the beginning and several times during the presentation, Stell invited ques-
tions as he made the presentation, but the Chair would have none of that. Wheeler
tried many times to get explanations as the presentation was made but was gaveled
down by the Chair each time. I was told from the beginning — as was Supervisor
Wheeler — that Thursday we would have an opportunity to speak and ask questions.

Several times Stell attempted to actually present more facts and figures as he
went along but was essentially told to shut up and get on with it. One supervisor
even chimed in, “At this rate we will be done by Christmas!”

I was having a hard time understanding what the rush was all about. For some
reason, three days of budget hearings had become:

1. Day One — The Presentation: Needed to get through it in a hurry and quit
early so the supervisors could get to some work they had on their desks.

2. Day Two: Began at 1:30 p.m. rather than at 9 a.m. and began with the Chair
announcing, “We will be done today!”

From three days of hearings that we were promised, somehow we got quitting
early on the first day, less than half of a day on the second, and cancellation of the
third.

I was disappointed to see that Wheeler was in court and not at the hearings on
Thursday. I was even more disappointed when he finally got there and didn’t ask
any of the tough questions he had tried so hard to get in on Wednesday.

The Budget - The budget is arguably the most important document that is acted
upon by the Board in a given year. The budget will determine the possibility of suc-
cess or failure of each segment or program in our government. Until early Friday

Please see D.O.G.on P. 13

Click on “Local News” at
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Ranchos Family
Never “Tires” of
Family Business

Nearly 20 years ago the Petty

. family moved to the Madera Ranchos
TA/& E 5 5‘7— W ! community where they have grown
both business and family while sup-

TIRES ° BRAKES ° RADIATOR FLUSH porting our lgcal economy. Rick and

Susan Petty simply thought when they

BALANCING ¢ FRONT END ALIGNMENT ¢ TRANSMISSION FLUSH first moved to the Ranchos that they

had found a nice safe place to raise

their children, Dotsie and Bubba. That
ALIGNMENT e FRONT END REBUILDS e BRAKE FLUSH theirchildren, Dotsic nd Bubba. T
T T T = P = T i ot e e o~ e = PSP R founded because both children would

| ’ oo I become successful students at Webster
: u e | I er Elementary, Madera High School and

ALIGNMENT BRAKES STRUTS BALANCING OIL CHANGES SHOCKS

even completing some courses at

' I Madera Center that have helped them
Ire o a Ion ONE COUS%nggg ngJSTOMER both to complete their Registered

___________________________________________________ ol Nursing degrees,
Whether it’s a quick trip to the

7% B 5 ? 7 ° / Ranchos Market for milk and eggs, a
(A g m’ flat of flowers from the nursery, the
mid-project part from the hardware, or

BFGOOdriCh E@ '””I””m[' 7‘ re s“'o n e gas for all of the family vehicles, the

FOR EVERYTHING YOU VALUE® Pettys keep business local. Even

though their own business, Blackstone
B”’”GEW”E GOOD;}YEAR W Tire and Service, is in Fresno, the

Petty family keeps contributing to the

‘@lﬁnenml GOODRIDE Ty . local Madera economy where they
& m R’KEN / /"Z/Z*/ﬂ have built many working relationships

""""""""""""" with not only families and neighbors,

/ KUMHO J but local merchants as well. Rick and
TIRES | =/ ieve it's

Race Proven Performance =52 £ . B BE= ._.-. Susan believe it s important to s'upport

not only the belief of the family but
the concept of community as well. In a

%& Bg 5‘7—9”4/ time when the economy is just starting
= to force many people to forego the

——————————————————————————————————————————————————— dally trips to Fresno for the neccessi-

ties of life, the Pettys have been firmly
supporting the local economy for
years.

| Since 1989 Rick and Susan have

—_— examples — been owners of Blackstone Tire and
- Service and they are proud to be part
Alignment..................$49.95 of a family owned and operated busi-
w/ coupon $44.95 ness with such an outstanding reputa-

. tion for service. In order to continue to

Flat Repalr...............$20.00 serve the local community of Madera,
W, /coupon $18.00 they even offer pick up and delivery of

vehicles to and from the Ranchos com-

ANV pURCHASE* Tire/\Wheel Phg. $1,500.00 munity on a pre-grragged, appc?int-

— ment basis. For their neighbors, friend
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER e EXP. 9-30-08 w/coupon $1,350.00 and local merchants, they strive to

make car repair as easy as picking up
the phone and dialing 559-224-7414.
One thing both Rick and Susan are
'// J// V / certain of is that you won’t be dissap-
/)// pointed with their service, because at
J"J () Blackstone Tire, it’s not just a busi-

iy ﬁ ness, it’s a family affair!

o

www.The Ranchos.com
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The Pastor’s Desk

Financial Stability =

By Karl Roth

According to a Time Magazine survey,
the #1 source of arguments in marriage is
conflict over money. Gallup reports 56 per-
cent of divorces are due to financial prob-
lems and pressures. During these financial
days the pressures of finances seem espe-
cially intense. What can we do about it?
What can we begin doing that will bring
better financial stability in the future?

If you listen to most preachers they
will tell that if you simply “give money to
the Lord” (i.e. the church) all your money
problems will be taken care of. That simply
is not true. It’s not the whole truth of God’s
financial counsel in the Bible. Generous
giving is part of God’s financial plan for us,
but it’s only one of God’s five financial
principles for financial stability. You can’t
do only one and expect all your financial
worries to work out. You have to practice
all five principles if you want the financial
help and benefits God promises. Shellie and
I have practiced these five financial princi-
ples since the day we were married. God
has continued to bless us. We at Flipside
want to help you handle these turbulent fi-
nancial times according to the wisdom
God’s given us in the Bible.

Principle #1- Accounting. This means
I must keep good records. Proverbs 27:23-
24 tells us "Riches can disappear fast. And
the king's crown doesn't stay in his family
forever — so watch your business interests
closely. Know the state of your flocks and
your herds.” (NLT). He's saying to people
in an agricultural environment: know your
business interests well. We must know
where our money is going. The first rule of
success in money management is face the
facts. Ignorance regarding your finances
can get you in a lot of trouble. Ignorance
plus easy credit equals a catastrophe. There
are four things you need to know:

1. You ought to know what you own.

2. You need to know what you owe.

3. You need to know what you earned.

[Vial does ‘I?Frr.TITI-' 10 Jrave Hie meos
AL

Marriage Stability

4. You need to know where it goes.
Your expenditures.

Principle #2 - Budgeting. This means
I must plan my spending. Proverbs 21:5
"The plans of the diligent lead to profit as
surely as haste leads to poverty." Haste
leads to poverty. You've got to plan your
spending and set some financial goals. The
average debt in the United States per capita
is now over $7,000. Why? We spend
hastily. Most are guilty of a common phe-
nomenon known as impulse buying: “I see
it and [ want it now,” even if ['ve got to pay
for it the rest of my life. The easiest thing to
do in the world is to go into debt. Proverbs
21:20 "The wise man saves for the future,
but the foolish man spends whatever he
gets." (LB). The only way to get out of the
debt cycle is with a budget. A budget is
planned spending. The Bible says that the
person who plans ends up in prosperity. A
budget allows you to tell your money where
you want it to go rather than wondering
where your money went.

Principle #3 - Appreciation. This
means | must enjoy what I already have.
Proverbs 15:6-7. "Better is a little with the
fear of the Lord than great wealth with tur-
moil.” To have a little with the fear of the
Lord is to learn to live with an attitude of
gratitude. To not get worked up with what
you don’t have; to struggle after more and
more rather than appreciating what is al-
ready in hand. This principle is violated
when you want too much, too fast. When
you get overextended financially and then
get under pressure you’ve forfeited your
ability to live with appreciation and grati-
tude. When you forget to live with an atti-
tude of gratitude soon your home life
begins to deteriorate. Money pressures af-
fect every other area of life. 1 Timothy 6:6-
8 "But Godliness with contentment is great
gain. For we brought nothing into this
world and it is certain we can carry nothing
out and therefore having food and raiment

Please see PASTOR on P. 12
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Endorsed by Sheriff John Anderson, Ollia and Kent Ridge,
Tom Hurst and John and Pam Glueck. Website to be activated soon.

been waiting for...
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Sunday School 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 AM

Cloverleaf

Wednesday Prayer and
Bible Study 6:00 PM
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Madera, CA 93636
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12414 Road 37
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9/11 Car Cruise Coming to Ranchos

For the first time ever, a car cruise-in
in memory of 9/11 is coming to the
Madera Ranchos and is being designed to
benefit our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan
through the Word From Home Project, a
local project comprised of concerned citi-
zens that sends free packages to our
troops in both Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Mark your cal-
endar so you don't
miss this event Sat-
urday, Sept. 13
from 11 a.m. to 4
p-m. at the Madera
Ranchos Café on
Avenue 12 in the
Maywood Center. For more information
you can contact Pam Hansen at either 645-
0513 or 474-2330. She can also be reached
by e-mail at hansenrt66@aol.com.

You can also contact Pam if you’d be
interested in sending a Word From Home
package to a soldier or if you want to do-

nate funds for postage and/or gift items.
Items that are in most demand by our
troops are:
Snack Foods: Powdered drinks, pro-
tein snacks, dried fruit/nuts, candy.
Entertainment Items: DVDs, CDs,
toys, games.

Health/Com-
4 fort: Baby wipes,
& socks, medicated
powder, deodorant.

Miscellaneous:
AA batteries, dis-
posable  cameras,
telephone  calling
cards.

The Word From
Home Project is a ministry project of
the Madera Ranchos Assembly of
God Church located at 35849 Avenue
13 1/2, Madera, CA 93636. The
church may be reached at 645-0716
or you may visit their Website at
www.maderaranchosag.com.

“You don’t need an attorney - you
just need an experienced assistant.”

Legal Assistant Services .

Notary ¢ Divorce * Custody * Bankruptcy Denise M. Garcia, L.D.A.

* Personal Injury ¢ Wills/Trusts

Legal Document Assistant
Madera Co. Reg. #2005002 « Bond #420998

36141 Avenue 12, Suite 107 §59-645-4000

WE

giani

ON
THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!
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KIWANIS
KORNER

This month our club had the honor of presenting two Community Serv-
ice Awards at the Firefighter’s Dinner on Saturday, Aug. 17. These awards
went to community members or businesses who have contributed a great
deal to their neighborhood through
donating their time, resources and
capital in helping to make our area
a better place to live. This year,
Charles Diaz Trucking, Inc. was
chosen, as was Debbie Farr.

The Diaz Family has given gra-
ciously through their business and |
has single-handedly started a new
venture in our area through the
Electronic Recycling Program,
with the proceeds going right back
to the Ranchos Community. Not
only does this raise funds for our
area, but it is also good for our en-
vironment. Look for the green re-
cycling truck at the Ranchos
Market again in the fall and spring.

Debbie Farr was our other
award winner. She is a powerhouse woman and can accomplish anything to
which she puts her mind. She has a sociability that allows her to create great
things, as she has taken a successful Firefighter’s Dinner event and made it
spectacular! She is very creative and extremely dedicated to our community
and its needs. She is dearly loved by every one of the firefighters and the
people around her. In a life that is busy for all of us, it is nice to take a mo-
ment to thank these people for all of their efforts in helping our community.

Now let’s talk about what the Kiwanis is all about. The Kiwanis Club of
the Ranchos is a service club collectively united by local community mem-
bers looking to volunteer their time and resources to enhance the lives of
children in their local community and worldwide. We help sponsor many
service projects throughout the world, but we pay special attention to our
local community schools and children by holding fund raisers and sponsor-
ing, or co-sponsoring, events that help children here in the Madera Ranchos.

The Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos would like to remind everyone that one
of the projects slated for the near future is the Ranchos Run at Liberty High on
Saturday, Sept. 13. The funds raised from this event go toward our local Fire
Departments, Station 9 and 19. Come out and run in the race or, if a slower
pace is more your style, we have a 2 mile walk. Just come out and join us.

If you are interested in volunteering
some time and giving back to your commu-
nity, please feel free to connect any of our
officers for 2008. They would be happy to
answer your questions.

You can also write to us at:

Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos,

37221 Avenue 12 1-C #29

Madera CA 93636

Ranchos Kiwanis presented a Commu-
nity Service Award to Charles Diaz
Trucking, represented by Mona Diaz, leff,
holding the award and her sons Casey and
Charlie Diaz and husband Charles Diaz.

President - Pam Glueck
President Elect - Steven Monk
Vice President - John Herrera
Secretary - Sandy Monk
Treasurer - Charisse Stindt
Past President — Chris Parks
Board Member — Marie Cameron
Board Member — Ollie Ridge
Board Member — Virgina Vick
Board Member — Bruce Blair
Board Member — John Glueck

Remember, our club is meeting at the
Pizza Factory. These meetings are open to the
public. The Pizza Factory has graciously do-
nated their meeting room for our use. Our
meetings are every Thursday morning at 6:30 a.m. at the Pizza Factory, except
the last Thursday of the month which is held at 6:30 p.m. to help accommodate
our members who have difficulty attending the morning meetings. Thanks again
to Hal and Mary Ann Parks for donating the meeting room at the Pizza fac-
tory. Our webpage is at www.ranchoskiwanis.org.
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September is Library Card Month at the Madera Ranchos Library

By Ellen Mester

On Aug. 1 the winners of the “Guess the Number of Bookworms in the Jar” contest were
announced. Actually no one guessed the exact number which was 62, but there were four
children who guessed 63. All four were awarded gift baskets. Congratulations to all who par-

THEMN 13
«.cnrcuc 3 .,

One of four giftbasket winners was Alexis Delgado, shown
here receiving her prize for guessing there were 63 “bookworms”
in a jar at the Ranchos Library during the “Catch the Reading
Bug” summer reading program.

ticipated in the “Catch the
Reading Bug” summer read-
ing program. It has been a
great summer.

I also want to give one
additional word of recogni-
tion and thanks to the Ran-
chos Kiwanis and the Golden
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce for their continued sup-
port of this program. We
wouldn’t be able to have this
wonderful program each year
without the support of our
local community organiza-
tions.

September is Library
Card Month! For those of you
who have never obtained a li-
brary card anywhere in the

San Joaquin Valley, sign up
for your very own library card. It’s FREE! Adults need photo identification and proof of ad-
dress. Children under 15 years of age must have a parent or legal guardian with the above iden-
tification for library card registration. If you have lost your card, the replacement fee is $2.

School has started for many of you and I just want to remind you that the Ranchos Li-
brary is a great place to study, conduct research, complete homework and find the educa-
tional resources you need. There are four public computers with high-speed internet access
and one designated typing station. InfoTrac database is available for library card holders to
use from home or in the library. This subscription database offers peer-reviewed research pa-
pers from academic journals that are not available on the internet. We also have reference
books, state, country and mission books. There are AR, or Accelerated Reader, notebooks
from both Sierra View and Webster Elementary Schools that will help locate the appropriate
AR books for your child’s reading level. The library is open until 7 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, until 5 p.m. on Friday, and from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday. Preschool story time
is every Monday at 11 a.m. with Mrs. Anderson.

Book Recommendations
Young Adult Fiction: Breaking Dawn by Stephanie Meyer. This is the fourth book in
the extremely popular Tivilight series. Edward Cullen and Bella Swan’s wedding at the Cullen
house is spectacular with the unusual truce between were-
wolves and vampires staying under control while mingling
comfortably with humans. That is until Bella, while dancing
with Jacob, reveals a little too much about her future with Ed-
ward. The tense moment puts a chill on the otherwise perfect
day as Jacob vanishes, transforming into his wolf body in-
tent on leaving for good. Bella and Edward head off to hon-
eymoon on a remote tropical island. Bella begins to
consider postponing the inevitable and painful transforma-
tion process which she knows she must go through to be-
come a vampire, but her love for Edward makes the
decision easier, knowing their marriage would never suc-
ceed otherwise. Fate takes an odd turn however, as the
unthinkable happens and Bella must make a choice: her
life or the life of the child growing within her. For those
readers who want a fast moving engaging story, begin
with Twilight, New Moon and then Eclipse before

Breaking Dawn. Otherwise you’ll be confused and the story
won’t be as appealing. It’s a great series and not as dark as it
sounds. There’s no bad language or inappropriate graphic
sexuality. Excellent for reluctant teen readers and adults too!
Adult Fiction: The Lace Reader by Brunonia Barry.
Towner Whitney, the protagonist and narrator of the story,
admits that she is a liar and a crazy woman. She has strug-
gled with her past as the daughter of a woman who lives on
a remote island off the shore of Salem, Mass., and as the
great niece of Eva, the famous lace reader. Eva has held
lace making circles and the reading of lace in her Salem
home for decades. Suddenly Eva is missing and Towner

Please see BOOKSHELF on P. 15
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We do SERVICE & WARRANTY
repairs on all makes
and models!

SPRING SPECIAL

*10 OFF
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1 on complete unit |
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Call
Brian Padilla Owner/Operator
Contractor’s Lic. #862395 .'675-1681

16911 Hill Drive, Madera * Financing Available O.A.C.

When honesty and quality work matter ...
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Expert Design Service
§ call TODAY for your consultation
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-

| www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com
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Back to School Special

25% Discount for New Patients
on initial exam, x-rays and simple cleaning

offer good through October 2008
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Ranchos Dental Care & Orthodontics

37144 Avenue 12 #104 » Madera Ranchos

559-645-5320

www.ranchosdental.com
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Find Out How Full Your Bucket is

By Audrey Stock

Hi Neighbors,

Want to read a good book? Pick
up How Full is Your Bucket? 1t is a
fast read about positive strategies
and how they can change your life.
The way we interact or the ways
others interact with us affect our
productivity and our health. The
positive or negative way in which
we live our lives affects ourselves
and others with whom we have con-
tact. Superintendent Sarah Koligian
opened the new school year (2008-
2009) by sharing this book with her
administration staff and the school
board members. Sarah has already
started handing out positive drops
to fill people’s buckets and get the
year started on a positive note.

bugs out: the computers working,
the air conditioners working and the
students into the right rooms. So
congratulations on the smooth be-
ginning this year.

Webster Elementary has already
had its Back to School Night. Par-
ents have had an opportunity to
meet their child’s teacher and learn
what the teacher’s expectations are
for the year. I had the opportunity
to go to each teacher’s room and
welcome them back to the start of a
new school year. Ranchos Middle
School had their Back to School
Night on Aug. 18, Sierra View Ele-
mentary Back to School Night was
on Aug. 21, Liberty High Back to
School Night was on Aug. 26 and
Educational Opportunities was on
Aug. 28. 1 am so glad that they are

I thought it

all on different

was a really nice

nights so that I

way to celebrate
my birthday
spending it with
the Golden Valley
Unified All Staff

Golden Valley has been
ahead of the game with
teaching Algebra I at the 8th
grade but not all of our stu-

was able to at-
tend all of them.

District In-Ser-
vice on Aug. 11.
Starting the year
off on a positive
foot is so impor-
tant and Sarah
did a great job.

dents were ready for it. I am
hoping that the new math
program will prepare Golden
Valley students to succeed in
this difficult subject.

As 1 write
this article I am
watching the

Olympic Games
on my TV as the
images are
streamed  from
China. I am so
proud of our
American  ath-

The most exciting

letes. Watching

part of the in-service was when
each school and district office staff
had only 30 minutes to put together
a spirit rally to represent their
schools and the district. The teams
were the district staff, Liberty High,
Ranchos Middle, Webster Elemen-
tary; Sierra View Elementary and
Education Opportunity schools. All
were judged on team spirit, origi-
nality, creativity and group partici-
pation. What a great feeling to
watch all of these wonderful people
put their heart and soul into a team
effort. As one of the judges, I had a
terrible time because they were all
so good. In any competition there
has to be a winner and this year
Webster Elementary won the “Spirit
Stick” with their Webster ARMY
chant. Who will win it next year?
That is the question.

I used to think that starting
school on a Wednesday was silly
but now I know it gives the schools
and the district time to get all of the

Michael Phelps swim has been so
much fun. I am glad that I wasn’t
the timer on the swim lanes for his
swims. I used to time for swim
meets at McLane when my children
were on the school swim team years
ago. The American swimmers, both
men and women, have broken
records this year. Michael Phelps
swam into the history books with
his eight gold medals. They have
done an incredible job in the China
heat and rain. We could sure use
some of that rain couldn’t we? I
went to China last November with
the Madera Chamber of Commerce
and [ watched the people in Beijing
working so hard to get ready for
these Olympics. This is a very an-
cient city and the Chinese had a
huge job building hotels, restau-
rants, the Olympic village and the
infrastructure to show a modern city
to the world. The opening of the

Please see STOCK on P. 24
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Life is Calling, are You Prepared?

By Eleanore Burchell

Hopefully you’ll find this interest-
ing on how many ways the term BE
PREPARED is intertwined in our daily
lives. Being prepared implies placing
yourself in a state of constant readi-
ness. Society has many suggestions on
how we may be prepared in life, in-
cluding having medical insurance, a
stock of emergency food supplies, an
American Red Cross disaster plan and
even a book preparing new dads for
what is to come.

The Boy Scout adaptation is BE
PREPARED for life: to live happily
without regret knowing you have done
your best. A few years ago, we went to
see Lion King on Broadway and in the
lyrics they were teaching the animals to
become prepared.

eral types of squash are still available.
There were large plums and several
other types of fruit there last week so
come in to see what we have now. Also
the boutique section has displays of
necklaces, earrings, paintings and an-
tiques.

Remember the plant, produce and
boutique sections are available Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
Thursday evenings between 6 and 9
p.m.

The Ranchos/Hills member of the
month is Joanne Blancett. Joanne was
an only child who was born in Texas to
Winnie and Homan Arnett. Some may
have known Joanne’s mother Winnie
who was a Ranchos/Hills member until
her death on Sept. 18, 2005. Joanne is a
Fresno State College graduate. She is

the proud grand-

However, sen-
iors need addi-
tional  planning.
We as seniors are
in our
years, but are we
really prepared to
deal with the ris-
ing prices of gas,

We as seniors are
golden years, but are we really
golden Prepared to deal with the rising
prices of gas, food, utilities, etc.,
while we are on a fixed income?

mother of  six
grandchildren.
Joanne’s husband,
Bob, unfortunately
was killed in an
automobile acci-
dent in  1994.
Holding the posi-
tion of the Senior

in our

food, utilities, etc.,
while we are on a fixed income? Can
we really make it through this without
robbing Peter to pay Paul? Are we re-
ally prepared to lose a spouse? Are we
really prepared to hear about a terminal
disease? We are seniors in our golden
years but still need to be aware to BE
PREPARED.

On July 15, Archie Judson Burton
passed away. He had been a long time
member and we will truly miss him.
Many years ago, he operated the old
historic service station located on Van
Ness. Our membership would like to
offer our sympathy to his wife, Bar-
bara, their son and his family.

Our next monthly sale will be held
on Saturday, Sept. 6 from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. The garden area still has many va-
rieties of trees, including Japanese or
Trident Maples, as well as a variety of
new scrubs and flowering plants. The
Treasure House will be open and ready
to show off many new items to you.
The bake and produce sales will be held
in the main building. Normally we have
cookies, breads, candy, pies and cakes.
The summer produce is still in season.
You just must see George’s huge
onions! Armenian cucumbers and sev-

Nutrition Site Co-
ordinator for the Ranchos Hills Seniors,
Joanne works at the center Monday
through Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. She en-
joys traveling and also organizes the
trips for Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.
Call Joanne at 645-4864 if you are in-
terested in traveling with our group.

Did you know two nurses from the
Madera County Health Department pe-
riodically come to the center to give
FREE check ups? The screenings in-
clude a personal health history review,
blood pressure check, blood sugar
check, an available low-cost blood test,
nutrition and health education, referrals
to medical providers and community
services, if needed. Health Screenings
of Adults, age 50 and OVER, are avail-
able at our center ONLY when they re-
ceive your calls. If you are interested in
taking advantage of their services, call
Carla or Melody at 675-7893 to make
an appointment.

If you are new to the area, lonely
or just lost a spouse, we welcome you
to come to see us. We are here for you.
Many of our members have surely ex-
perienced your same situation.

Please see SENIORS on P. 11
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CRONIN MARINE REPAIR

ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
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TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
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www.huckabeeshvac.com

One package for a perfect
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hvacbysam@sbcglobal.net

Affinity™ 13 SEER Packaged Cooling and Heating Units w/R-410A

Comfy and cozy is now less costly

* Choose from 7 designer colors

« Sized for outdoors to save space indoors
* Environmentally friendly refrigerant

* 10-year heat exchanger warranty

« Long-life fan motor
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THE UP SIDE
Growing older is mandatory;
growing up is optional.
We make a living by what we earn
while we make our life by what we give.

September’s Birthday and An-
niversary luncheon (or breakfast if
you want it) will be held on Saturday,
Sept. 20 at 11 a.m. at the Yukon Jacks,
Highway 99 and Herndon in Fresno.
Hope to see you there! The August
celebration was held at the Little Red
Caboose in Clovis. We had many
members and their friends there to
enjoy the WONDERFUL FOOD!
Everyone seemed to have a good time.

BINGO is being held on the
FIRST and THIRD Tuesdays each
month from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Come join
the fun!

In the senior years, many need
someone to laugh with, so come join
our Thursday evening potlucks with
games played afterward. There is a lot
of fun here. Remember laughter is
good for your body and soul and
being happy does not mean everything
is perfect — it means you have decided
to see beyond the imperfections!

More Facts and Fun

A nutritionally balanced lunch
program Monday through Friday at
11:30 a.m. Suggested price for 60
years and older is $1.75. Reservations
are needed a day in advance so re-
member to call Joann at 645-4864. We
have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.
The participants are getting more than
just exercise by attending. They have
fun and share laughs. There is still
room for you and you can attend all
three days or just one or two of them.
The Line Dancing class has changed
to Wednesdays at 1 p.m. This is fun
and also a great way to exercise. The
Watercolor Painting class has also
changed. It is now scheduled on
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Thursdays from 3 to 5 p.m. No prior
watercolor experience is needed. The
instructor can be reached by calling
645-1137. You do not need to be a
member to attend these classes. We
have a large group, but there is al-
ways room for one more: you! Fill
your car with your friends or neigh-
bors. They will enjoy finding new
friends here, too! Come in and check
these classes out!

Up and Coming Events

Sept. 6, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monthly
Sale

Sept. 20, 11 a.m. at Yukon Jack’s,
Birthday & Anniversary Celebration

Oct. 4, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monthly
Sale

Nov. 1-8, Eastern Caribbean Cruise

Weekly Events

Monday through Friday Lunch Pro-
gram, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed,
call Joann at 645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?

Tuesday, BINGO, 1st and 3rd of
each month, 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15
to 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. card
BINGO

Wednesday, Line Dancing, 1 p.m.

Thursday, 3 to 5 p.m. Watercolor
Painting Class

Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then
Hand & Foot, Pinochle or other games
(Please bring your own plate and sil-
verware)

Friday, Exercise Class,
11:30 a.m.

Please feel free to come in and
visit our Senior Center and get ac-
quainted with our members. We wel-
come you to come and be one of us
as our organization offers and pro-
motes social, educational and civic
activities in order to provide a better
quality of life for all senior citizens.
You have received an invitation —
hope to see you soon?

10:15 to

HOME OWNERS - CONTRACTORS - PARTIES - COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL

AGCTION 58

EQUIPMENT RENTALS

“ReAaL PEoPLE...REAL SERVICE”

559-438-1100

11116 HWY 41 - Madera (Rolling HIIIs) 8/08
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let us therewith be content." When you die
you will leave everything behind. You
never see a hearse pulling a trailer. Learn to
appreciate what you have without always
wanting something more, bigger, newer.
Principle #4 - Sharing. This means |
must give to others in need. Proverbs
11:24-25 "One man gives freely, yet gains
even more. Another withholds unduly but
comes to poverty. A generous man will
prosper. He who refreshes others, will him-
self be refreshed." The Bible says that shar-
ing with those in need is more than charity;
it's smart finances. You're not throwing it
away when you give some money to some-
body in need; it's an investment. Proverbs
19:17 "He who is kind to the poor lends to
the Lord and He will reward him for what
he has done." God says, when you give to
someone in need — you share with some-
body who has a need in their life — God
says He accepts that as if it were an actual
loan to the Lord. That's amazing!
Principle #5 - Tithing. This means |
must give back to God. Proverbs 3:9
"Honor the Lord with all your wealth with
the first fruits of all your crops. Then your
barns will be filled to overflowing and your
vats will brim over with new wine." Tithing

is giving the first 10 percent back to God.
The principle is, put God first in your fi-
nances with the first ten percent right off
the top and He will help you.

The Bible teaches there are three pur-
poses for tithing:

1. It has a past purpose. It shows our
gratitude. When I write out a check and
give I'm saying, "Lord, I'm grateful for the
fact that I realize if it weren't for You, I
wouldn't even have this."

2. It's a reminder for the present.
Deuteronomy 14:23 "The purpose of
tithing is to teach you to put God first in
every area of your life." When [ write out a
check and give my offering it's reminding
me that God is first place.

3. It's a step of faith for the future. It is
saying, "God, I'm giving to You, realizing that
You're going to bless me back in the future.
I'm going to trust You to take care of me."

During the months of September
through November Flipside will be in a se-
ries titled “M & M: Mating and Moola.” It’s
about making our marriage and money
work like they should. I want to invite you
to learn with us how to make our marriage
and our money be blessed.

Blessings, Pastor Karl
Flipside Christian Church

BYPASS cont. from P. 2

tion is a stretch from approximately Road 39'% and Road 36 that was to
be determined by input from Ranchos residents, namely did we want up
to six lanes down the center of the Ranchos or a bypass that would divert
the fast-moving commuter traffic from point A to point B. The bypass
suggestion also addressed leaving the center of the community to con-
tinue and develop its identity and main street character.

As the Aug. 27 meeting began, Bigelow again said, “We are here
again to try and find out what the residents of the area want; we are not
here to enforce our will, we are here to work on your behalf.” And, as in
past meetings, County Staff including planners and engineers attended
the meeting and made another presentation explaining the traffic prob-
lems and potential solutions. Madera County Regional Management
Agency Director Ray Beach said, “We are going to keep coming back and
explain things until you will be tired of seeing us,” referencing the num-
ber of several town-hall meetings over the past several months that had
already taken place dealing with this subject.

But at the meeting on Aug. 27 the mood of the packed Senior Center
was one nearing exasperation about the ordeal. Several people asked what
the continued purpose of the meetings was when no one from the com-
munity ever spoke up in favor of widening Avenue 12. Attendees pointed
out that the consensus at every meeting every time had been for a bypass
of Avenue 12. Bigelow agreed and the County will now begin moving for-
ward with the necessary steps to make a bypass a reality.

County Staff explained that the first task will be to prepare a letter for
the County’s Board of Supervisors’ approval of the project, which could
occur within a month. Once the Board approves the project the county en-
gineers will prepare a study and provide alternatives that will be pre-
sented to the community for comment over approximately the next three
to six months. At these public hearings everyone will be able to speak
their minds and let their opinions be known. A complete design of the
project including approvals may take a total of approximately two years
from today.

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
8108 Juc srs 5815‘ 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

Golden Valley Martial Arts
Bully-Proof your kids and

getinthe Best Shape
~ of your Jife

Parents!
Train with your children.
Ask about our special Family Rates.

Learn: Seieido, Taekwondo, Mixed Martial
Arts, Jujitsy, Self-Defense against
Multiple Opponents,

Weapon Disarms.
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Attend as many classes as you want for no extra charge.
We require NO Gontracts. There are NO Testing fees.
Private Lessons Available!

309-917:92612

Click on “Local News” at

www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com
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morning, [ did not understand why there
was such a big rush, then I made a dis-
covery: The Board wants no part of run-
ning the government.

Every aspect has been delegated, and
farmed out.

For example, take the Resource Man-
agement Agency (RMA). I have been in-
creasingly alarmed by the scope and the
power that RMA has amassed. I was
working on the assumption that Ray
Beach, RMA Planning Director, was in
the process of consolidating a power base.
I like Ray and I have had several conver-

sations with him about County issues and
what he sees for our future. I agree with
much, if not most, of what he has seen fit
to share with me — Special Districts and
some of the Engineering Department proj-
ect fiascos aside.

However, I feel RMA and Mr. Beach
have far exceeded what a County depart-

MADERA COUNTY
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FARMERS MARKET

Thursday Evenings

4:30 -

6:30 p.m.

Courthouse Park

Yosemite Ave. & Gateway

Sponsored By:

2FIRSTS

MADERA COUNTY

* Live Music

* Food Demonstrations

* Food Vendors

* Fruit/Vegetable Vendors
* Craft Vendors

* Children’s Activities

* Informational Booths

For more information call

559-661-5155

B
cavrornia @

ﬁ‘ q/
V=

CHAMPIONS
rCHANGE

@ Shasky Farms

www. The Ranchos.com
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ment should be directing.

We the people are represented by the
Board.

The Board determines policy and di-
rection for the County after thoughtful and
open consideration with public input. The
Board then gives “staff’/Department
heads their marching orders. I just real-
ized the Board wants no part of their por-
tion of this equation. Much like in the case
of the budget, the Board wants Staff to
make the hard choices and take all of the
heat while the Board sits on fourth floor
of the “Granite Palace” taking the credit.
Unfortunately, very little true direction
comes out of this $40+ million dollar ed-
ifice to the pompous arrogance of our
government.

I have been criticizing Ray Beach for
making policy decisions for the County,
but as I look back over the past couple of
years, I can see he had no choice. I can re-
call hearing him asking the board for di-
rection and getting very little. When you
as a department head have enough hot po-
tatoes thrown your way you figure out it is
up to you to deal with it on your own.

Back when I worked for the State
some would say it was better to beg for-
giveness than to ask permission, at least
that way something will get done. What
we are left with is five individual super-
visors each poking at department heads
with their own individual agendas. I have
decided that the reason this manner of
government has evolved is:

1. If you — as a supervisor — take up
an issue at the Board meeting there is a
chance it could be voted down and you
could lose everything.

2. If you — as a supervisor — push an
unpopular idea, you could lose votes.

3. If you deal with the Department
heads one on one and behind closed
doors, you can bully them into doing at
least a portion of what you want to ac-
complish. If the idea is unpopular you sit
back and let the department head take the
heat.

This of course screws up everything,
the chain of command falls apart and staff
are running in five different directions at
the same time. (This is where the joke that
a camel is a horse designed by a commit-
tee comes in.)

It is not possible to have a County
government run effectively by five indi-
vidual supervisors. The County must be
run by the “Board” of Supervisors.

D.O.G. Future - Pamela (my wife)
and I had a long talk. We decided the old
D.O.G. still has some fight in him. I re-
member a line from a movie that keeps
running through my head: “It is not only
my right to question my government ... it
is my responsibility!”

Page 13
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STUDENTS: BOOK YOUR
SENIOR PORTRAITS NOW!

St /jtotogm,o@

ga/éery & Q/ﬁ]’gue 91/[/3

= B e
Gift Certificates Available!

37193 Ave. 12 #3D in the Maywood Center, Madera Ranchos, CA
645-1918  wWww.hartsphotographs.com  Monday - Friday 10 - 4

Click on “Local News” at



HOMEOWNERS! - FARMERS!

Pumps ¢ Tanks ¢ Tools
All Irrigation & Filter Supplies

Residential Fertilizers
Herbicides & Insecticides

501 N. GATEWAY DRIVE

Never mow your
lawn again!

See our full display of
Synlawn synthetic

e lawns.

N. Gateway Drive ° Mdera, CA 93637
Ph: 559-673-9269 - Fax: 559-673-9260
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LIBRARY cont. from P. 8

returns to find her. Her complex relationship with her mother who is protecting a whole colony
of battered women and children living on the island, and her uncle who is the head of a reli-
gious cult, add intensity and depth to this fascinating story, as do the local witches who dress
up and play to the tourists. The detective, John Rafferty, who is searching for the missing
Eva, adds some normalcy to the plot, yet could have had more character development. His
troubled past is hinted but not explained. The story is spell-binding and leaves much over
which to ponder. Great read for those who are looking for something different.

Juvenile Fiction: 7he Master s Apprentice by Rick Jacobson and illustrated by Laura Fer-
nandez and Rick Jacobson. Marco has been trained by his father in Venice to create vibrant colors
of paint used by the famous artists of the time.

Because of this skill, Marco is hired by
Michelangelo as a junior apprentice to work
under a senior apprentice named Ridolfo in the
city of Florence. Jealousy and meanness dom-
inate Ridolfo’s thinking as he continually puts
Marco in the path of Michelangelo’s wrath.
Fortunately Marco is able to create a prized
emerald color using a secret recipe given to
him by his father and remains a valued ap-
prentice to Michelangelo. This is a short
story giving only a peck at what life may
have been like for during the famous Ren-
aissance period, but good as an introduc-
tion or compliment book about

Michelangelo for children.

Check out these books and more
at the library and don’t forget your li-
brary card ... don’t leave home
without it!

FlLipaide Christian Church
Services at 9:30 & 11:00 AM
Liberty High School

Starting September 14th
two new services:

- Flipside Maywood at 10:00am
in the Flipside Activity Center

- Flipside 13 at 12:00pm
in Fresno at the Lucky 13

For more information on these events and others, go to
www.acts176.com.

Contact info:
Email: info@acts176.com -- phone 559.790.0061

Flipside Christian Church Office located in the Maywood
Center inside of the “Flipside Activity Center”

"kldng menfage:

noneyhworkglikeltheykshouldy

www.The Ranchos.com
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IRV VIEWS

‘ .!I. Publlication oi Golden Valley Unified School District

Golden Valley Umf ed School District

Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

By Superintendent Sarah Koligian

Dear Parents and Students,

Greetings and welcome back
to the new school year in Golden
Valley Unified School District. 1
hope that you and your children
had a wonderful and relaxing sum-
mer vacation and that you are
ready to kick-off the 2008/09
school year with much excitement
and enthusiasm! As your Superin-
tendent, I know I am truly looking
forward to meeting each and every
one of you and working in part-

At Webster Elementary,
were lining up early for the first day of
classes.

they

nership with you to provide the
best education possible for all of
our students.

We kicked off the school year

with our Management
Team Charge Session
which was held on August
4th at Scout Island in
Fresno. Our team of ad-
ministrators and managers
spent the day focusing on
our goals for the year as
outlined in our District
Strategic Plan, thinking
“outside the box™ embrac-
ing our leadership roles
for the year and reviewing
the new management up-
dates for the school year.
We culminated our day on
the San Joaquin River,
learning how to canoe and
how to rely on each other as a
team. We learned the safety tips
and skills necessary to keep our
canoe on course, how to stay out
of the bushes and how to stay
afloat. After our canoeing experi-
ence we compared and contrasted
these skills to those that are re-
quired of us as leaders. It was an
extremely productive day and a
great way to further solidify our
leadership team.

All GUVSD staff met for
their first day back to work on Au-
gust 11th for our District Inservice.

We introduced newly hired staff,
recognized staff with perfect at-
tendance from last year as well as
staff who have worked for
GVUSD for five/10 years. I had
the opportunity to share our new
motivation focus for the school
year by summarizing the book that
we read over the summer titled,
How Full Is Your Bucket, by Tom
Rath and Don Clifton. We are
using the concept of adding
“drops” to each others buckets as
symbols of positive reinforcement
throughout the course of the year.
Using the “bucket” concept, my
Superintendent’s message to kick
off the year was to celebrate all the

it

drops that were added to our
bucket in the past year to give us a
full bucket to kick off the new
school year. We reviewed the tar-
get goals as they relate to the Dis-

SR : & \

Principal Scott Teft greets Sierra
View Elementary's first day arrivals
before class.

trict Strategic Plan through 1)
Instruction and Assessment; 2)
Communication; 3) Safety; 4) Fa-
cilities and 5) Finance. We culmi-
nated our day with the first-ever
school/department Spirit Rally to
show off our pride as members of

The attendance office at Liberty
High was jumping on the first day of
classes.

the GVUSD team. The competi-
tion was rigorous as teams com-
peted for the highly sought after
“spirit stick”. Even though each
team’s cheer was highly competi-
tive, the judges awarded the
GVUSD “spirit stick” to Webster
Elementary.

Staff anxiously greeted stu-
dents back on August 13th for their
first day of school. It is always

one of my favorite times of the
year as | see student’s smiling
faces as they are greeted by their
bus drivers, principals, teachers,
office staff, custodians and all
other support staff. Our children
are making new transitions in their
school careers by either starting
school for the first time, going to
school for a full day rather than a
half day, beginning a new middle
school or high school, entering one
of our schools from another dis-
trict, or meeting their new teacher.
Whatever the situation, the

GVUSD staff at the school and
district level is committed to the
following:

Providing the best education
possible for all students

Providing a safe, secure and
caring learning environment

Meeting students where they
are academically and helping
them progress forward to meet
their potential

Developing well-rounded stu-
dents who are actively engaged in
co-curricular activities that mold
them into good citizens both in and
out of school

As parents, we play an in-
credibly important role in our chil-
dren’s educational future. I know
we have an extremely dedicated
parent community in Golden Val-
ley and I continue to encourage
each of you to become involved in
your child’s education from
kindergarten through their senior
year. There are many opportuni-
ties for parents to support their
children at school and at home.
We are more than willing to work
with you as partners in your child’s
education as we prepare them to
become productive members of
our society. I will be scheduling
regular  Superintendent/Parent
Coffee meetings throughout the
school year to have an opportunity

“Back to School” Kicks Off the 2008-2009 School Year

to meet parents and to share up-
dates with you. I also want to hear
from you about your hopes and
dreams for your children and for
our district. If you are not able to
attend these meetings, you are al-
ways welcome to contact me at the
District Office at 645-7500 or
email me at skoli-

gian@gvusd.k12.ca.us.

As we embrace the new school
year, I want to remind each of us
that leadership is everyone’s job
and our children are counting on us.

The seventh and eighth graders.
were on hand as Ranchos Middle
School opened its doors.

“Whether we are called
upon to be involved in leading
government or business, guid-
ing young minds, leading a
family, standing for what is
right, or organizing a dinner, a
carpool, or a household, every-
one has a leadership role to
play.”

- Michael McKinney

Educational Options Principal
Jim Green, second from left, wel-
comes three new students to class.

Click on “Local News” at



Projects Advance at Golden Valley

During the week-
end of Aug. 9, Road 36
reopened just east of
Liberty High School. =
In the span of approxi- jgliffs
mately two months, .
underground improve-
ments for drainage
were made to Road 36, &
new sidewalks and a
new intersection with
Avenue 12 2 were
added. The project was originally slated to
be completed in late August, however Tri
Counties Paving committed to the project
in conjunction with Golden Valley Unified
School District, Harris Construction and the
County of Madera to complete the project
prior to the new school
year.

Also completed in
this time frame was the
Liberty High School
Sportsfield  Lighting
Project. Tim Trull Elec-
tric Co, Inc. was the
prime contractor for this
project. Football lights
now adorn the campus

The work at Ranéhos Middle School
is progressing right on schedule.

HOME E’ 1 GUESTE

DOWN TOGO

W as well as a new sound
system. Power was also
, extended to the baseball
field for scoreboards
and future construction
at LHS. Expect no more
s diesel generators to light
_ our facility.
Construction con-
tinues on Ranchos Mid-
dle School and the
project is progressing
quite well. Our Governing Board of
Trustees visited the site with the construc-
tion manager in early August. RMS staff
also visited the site prior to the start of the
new school year. Fifteen prime contractors
are continuously being coordinated by Har-
ris Construction to stay
on task and on sched-
ule. Gym walls have
been raised and steel
erection continues on
the remainder of build-
ings. Work is being fol-
lowed closely so that
| the buildings are win-
terized prior to the ar-

g e

BALLON QTR

In addition to new lighting and sound, the rival of our fall and

at Liberty High School scoreboard now sits at the north end of the field. ~ winter seasons.

Funny how a little miracle can
bring a family back to church.

She needs all the love and guidance

you can give. And then some. We can help.

To strengthen the moral and spiritual examples

you set for her and help her find her place

in God's family.

Where there’s plenty of room for you, too.

Why Not Check Us Out?

Sundays 10:30 a.m. at the Central Valley Lutheran Ministry Christian Mission Center
Meeting at 36875 Avenue 12 ¢ the corner of Avenue 12 and Loren Way

centralvalleychristians.org ® 559-324-1144

August 2008

FREE and REDUCED-COST MEALS
are NOW AVAILABLE

Page 17

AT ALk GOLDEN VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOLS!

To see if you qualify, contact your child’s school

TODAY!

GV dmn Work on Teawork

“Thinking outside the box” in a group was al so part of the problem solving exercises.

8/08

e

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

www.The Ranchos.com
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Dear Editor,

I was shocked to see in the July issue
of the Ranchos Independent newspaper the
story of Will Everett arrested for suspicion
of burglary and possession of stolen prop-
erty. The bail set for $15,000 over a pair of
stolen chaps worth $200. In the picture is a
set of saddle bags he BORROWED and a
saddle he BORROWED. The picture didn't
come from a "Mule Rider’s Photo Album,"
it came from another person on the trip to
Montana De Oro. It was the first time Will
had ever seen the ocean.

The blond-haired, blue-eyed boy men-
tioned in the article has a record for drugs
along with his “dumpster diving Dad.” I do
without a doubt belive that said father and
son gave Will the “stolen chaps.”

Will is a honest, hard working young
man. Always there in a pinch to feed when
needed. Always helpful with cleaning stalls
or carrying in the groceries. If he needed
something he would ask to borrow it.
Whether it be a trailer to take someone
else’s sick horse to the vet or a tool to work
on someone else’s equipment. A funny, soft
spoken person that is great with any kind of
animal which are the truest judges of char-
acter as far as I am concerned.

Name Withheld Upon Request
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

Thanks to the Independent, Sup
Bigelow and staff from Madera Co. for the
meetings on the Avenue 12 bypass.

Now that some of us have moved on
from the Avenue 9 option, the decision of
an Avenue 12 bypass appears to be a unan-
imous option. At least from those in atten-
dance at the Aug. 20th meeting. I did not
hear anyone in opposition bring up an ar-
gument for the widening of Avenue 12.

How will we determine the opinion of
the entire community? I would suggest we
use a ballot, which would be handed to each
voter at the Liberty High School polling
place at the next election in November. I as-
sume the LHS polling spot covers everyone
in the Ranchos. It would be a separate bal-
lot from the National/State ballot, in a sep-
arate envelope and placed in a separate box
which would be given to Supervisor
Bigelow. Perhaps have an unbiased group
count the vote, like the student body offi-
cers of LHS. This might give them a lesson
in civics. Place any and all questions the
county may deem necessary on that page.
Have a sample ballot on the back page of
the Independent prior to the election so

everyone may read and understand it before
going to the poll.

There should be at least two, maybe
three Independents before the election. Per-
haps anyone opposed to the bypass, and for
the widening of Avenue 12 through the
Ranchos, can make their case prior to the
election.

Just an idea. I appreciate the opportu-
nity to have these community meetings.

Bob Campbell
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

What is it exactly that merits a 1/3
color page ruining a young man’s chance of
working in this community ever again?
Many of Will [Everett’s] friends do not be-
lieve he even took the chaps, let alone
should be in jail at such a high bail. He is a
2l-year-old man trying to make a living. He
works well with horses, always polite and
helpful, and here is his photo in the paper
like he is already a convicted felon. Posting
a color picture of him with the accusatory
article seems harsh when he has not been
proven guilty of “taking” the $200 pair of
chaps.

I am one of the first people to have met
Will when he came from Oklahoma down
on his luck looking for work. He came by
regularly helping build fences and caring
for animals, never even wanting compen-
sation but out of the goodness of his heart.
I find it especially interesting that there was
not one article regarding certain other com-
munity members who are now serving time
in prison for their felonies. Informing the
community of events transpired is a great
idea, however let’s be sure to not let per-
sonal vendettas or personal alliances dictate
information, and perhaps enlighten the
community of ALL that transpires. I am
sure the community would be shocked
about what doesn’t make the paper.

Name Withheld Upon Request
Madera Ranchos

(Editor s Note: I present this letter in its en-
tirety as I received it. RB)

Dear Folks:

I am your little lost dog. I hitched a ride
about three weeks ago with two ladies in a white
van. They stopped to get me out of the street and
I climbed into their van. This was at the inter-
section of Topper and Blossom in the Ranchos.

I am a tiny black and mahogany mini-pin-
cer. I look like a miniature Doberman Pincer.
At 5 pounds overweight I weigh 10 pounds.

The people caring for me say you must love
me because [ am well behaved and obedient. I don’t
chew things or potty in the house even if left alone. I
am intelligent, playful and loving, even with the cat.

They put an ad in the “found” column
of the Madera Tribune and signs at the Ran-
chos cafe, Ranchos Market, Pete’s and on the
message board by the Sherift’s office.

No one responded.

The Ranchos Independent welcomes

your letters. Whether you're a fan or

someone looking for something to line
the birdcage, we want to hear from you.

Send your letters to:

The Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12 #5C
. I have three small dogs to play with but Madera, CA 93638
I'miss you and I want to come home.
Please call me at 559-903-9888. Ask for or
“Hitch.” I don’t want to go to the pound. FAX 645-4002

or

Ellen Fahrlender for Hitch ranchosnews@theranchos.com

Madera Ranchos

Deegan’s Appllance

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
We Service

Fresno, CA 93711
Most Major

266-6044

s§ OFF s

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

COUPON

——  8/08

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD

Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday Wednesday...................... 7-8:30 p.m.
Kid’'s Church.................. 8:30 & 10 a.m.  Worship Service
Worship........cccovevnenee. 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)

Sunday School...........cccco..... 8:30 a.m. Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
YOUth...coe 6 p.m. Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)
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If you want to ride, Circle B
wants to teach you.

* Children & Adults
* Beginner & Advanced
* English & Western

25 years of experience ® on-site training
problem solving * show-quality horses

you dor't even have to own a4 horse!

Circle 8999-474-7476

Ranch 36685 Pauline Ave.
Madera Ranchos

Click on “Local News” at




Ranchos Dance Group Wins 1% Place

h _::;--rl | £ j i . \. a
In July, Starforce Dance Headquarters went to Disneyland to the Creation Dance National
Competition. “Kids of the Future” performed by Lila Castillo, age 9, and Macy Jordan, age 9,

(left photo), took first place overall for a duet ages 12 and under. The Pom Mix (right photo) re-
ceived a special judges’ award.

Look Good and Feel Great :

%f B Coumseing s WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
\7 > MenuIncuded LOSE WEIGHT :
i QR/ SYANIN AND INCHES TOO $20 oFF

e on * Diet Injection 1st visit only

4844 N. First, #101 « Fresno, CA 93726 » Between Shaw & Santa Ana

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
‘“We Are Very 224—6744 OPEN: Monday - Friday

Affordable” 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

Chad Harr

CA# 142100

TRUCKING

Fill Dirt  Topsoil * Humus ¢ Bark ¢ Chips ¢ River Rock
Crushed Rock * Base Rock * Rock Dust ¢« Cobble Stone
Driveway Base ¢ Fill Sand + Washed Sand ¢ Plaster Sand

643-9363

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal
15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722
Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna
Service Schedule
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution
For needy families. Everyone Welcome!
Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry
Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

8/08

www. The Ranchos.com
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Get Up to Speed and Save at the Pump

By Christi McKinney
Part II of Two Parts

Purchase gas when it’s cooler outside: gas
becomes denser in cooler temperatures. Since
gas pumps only measure volume, not density,
you’ll get better gas mileage by fueling up in
cooler temperatures.

Don’t fill up when you’re down to a quar-
ter tank: You’re hauling a lighter load as the tank
nears empty. Fuel up on low-cost days, statisti-
cally Tuesdays and Wednesdays. When you
need to fill up, fill up all the way; $10 trips to the
station mean additional travel time. Do it all at
once to save on time and efficiency.

Fill up before the holiday: Fill up at least
three days prior to a holiday when prices always
go up!

Don’t top off the tank! It wastes money
and is bad for the environment. The extra gas
evaporates within 10 minutes of driving off.

Take Care of Your Car!

Octane Levels: Most cars are designed to
run most efficiently on lower octane fuel.

Tuning up your car can increase your gas
mileage by 4 percent.

Changing your oil removes harmful sub-
stances from your engine and improves
mileage.

Changing your oil filter regularly can in-
crease gas mileage by as much as 10 percent.

Keeping your tires properly inflated and
aligned can improve gas mileage by 3 percent.

Using steel belted radials can increase gas
mileage by 10 percent.

Take the junk out of your trunk! An extra 100
Ibs. will reduce your fuel economy by 2 percent.

Keep mileage and service records: con-
sider this information an early warning system
to make you aware of any potential problems
with your car.

Remove unnecessary accessories such as
roof racks, bike racks, ski racks or luggage car-
riers. They cause drag and reduce fuel effi-

ciency by as much as 5 percent.

Stay within posted speed limits. Gas
mileage decreases rapidly at speeds above 60
mph. Drive at a consistent speed. Avoid quick
acceleration and hard braking and use cruise
control whenever possible.

Avoid idling: Your car gets 0 miles per gal-
lon when idling. Your engine warms up faster
when driving than it does when idling. Idling
wastes about a quart of gas every 15 minutes.

Avoid frequent stops and starts. Plan er-
rands at off peak hours whenever possible.
When approaching a red light slow down
enough to avoid stopping. Take off slowly from
a full stop. Don’t peel out! This is the one sin-
gle adjustment that will have the greatest affect
on your gas mileage.

Don'’t tailgate! Maintain a safe distance,
this will help avoid unnecessary accelerating
and stopping and is much safer. Also ignore tail-
gaters! This is a dangerous practice and will
jeopardize your safety. Move over and allow
them to pass as soon as it’s safe.

Parking: Don’t spend 10 minutes cruising
the parking lot for the closest space. Find the
first convenient spot and park there for the du-
ration. Consider the walk between stops an
added health benefit!

Steer clear of gas savings gadgets: The
Federal Trade Commission advises consumers
that nearly all gas-saving devices do not work,
and some even decrease fuel mileage. Intake
twisters, gas pills and fuel line magnets do not
help mileage. Even if the mileage improvement
claims were true, they often cost enough to
negate any potential savings. For a full list of
tested products, visit their web site at
www.ftc.gov/SaveGas

Consider this . . . Is the huge, tricked out, gas
guzzling SUV necessary? Is it the status symbol
it used to be? If you regularly transport a soccer
team, maybe, but driving it back and forth to work
is a waste of money. Consider parking the SUV
and using a more fuel efficient vehicle for com-
muting. Don't drive more car than you have to!

No Mystery in Madera - It’s a Scam

The letters started arriving at homes as
far north as Vancouver, Ore., then in north-
ern California and now in Madera. The
hook is the same: “MARTWHYTE, PLC,”
an alleged PR firm, offers a perspective
mystery shopper thousands of dollars to
spend at designated stores. Your job, if you
choose to accept, is to pose as a shopper and
judge customer relations. MARTWHYTE,
PLC promises flexible hours assuring the
mystery shopper will be paid to shop and
dine-out plus “... get free meals, free mer-
chandise, free services, free entertainment,
free travel and more.”

Sheriff John Anderson says this mys-

tery offer is a hoax and so is the check is-
sued to those who buy into it.

Anderson was alerted to the scam by a
Madera woman who said she answered an
ad for a mystery shopper published in her
local newspaper. After responding and fill-
ing out a questionnaire she received a check
in the mail and was advised via email that
she would be given directions as to how and
where to spend the money.

For more information on this and other
mystery shopper scams, visit the Federal
trade  Commission’s  Website  at:
www.ftc.gov/bep/conline/pubs/alerts/
mysteryalrt.shtm.
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Business Directory * Business Directory ¢ Business Directory * Business Directory

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

Lic#0616281

"FARMERS
Auto * Home ¢ Life

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

TEXTURED COATING « PAINTING
VINYL SIDING « VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

VELVET TOUGH
= & g

B.M.T.

Computer Repair
(559) 917-4507

¢ Sales & Service
e In-Home Service

Professional
Dog Training

@ Vikki Campbell

Member A.P.D.T.
For the Love of Dogs

674-7770

381-5879

559-454-8060

e FE Sé Habla Espaﬁo] * Private/Group Training
37144 Ave, 12 Ste. #103 » Madera Ranchos (5 59) 645.41 1 3 37075 AVE. 12 - MADERA RANCHOS Thomas Valdez Computer Tech. * Behavior Consultation
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST 6 45 6 6 3 0 Retired FPD 26 yr.  Certifications: (559) 645-4351
- - Ca. Lic.#79328 A+/Network +
(559) 645 4 1 2 4 FRANK KRAMER Llcl.,\;ggggg Microsoft Cerified Pro email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net
Notaryinithe' HIGH QUALITY| [ROGER PRATER
105l | [GATESYSTEMS| | CONCRETE
Mobile Notary and = Residential & Commercial
Loan Document Signing . , gL W) 38 years experience
Interlocking Pavers Daytime * Evening * Weekends _L LTI | Lic. # 599235
nothing outlasts pavers! & TRACTOR SERVICE D- J T k AUTOMATED )
www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com HARDPAN DRILLING Iana 1 uc er || | ACCESS I “ e
1) { 0 Serving Madera & Fresno Counties E}E 4& (559) 645-0911

(559) 645-0916

owner/broker

Kellner & Son _'Propertles

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments
License Training

Cell 706-3162

office 559-297-3770
x 559-297-3776

st Photography

_/crfﬁ'l g 2 Qflugue Sifts

* Professional
photography

* Personalized
unique gifts

* Gift certificates

www. hartsphotographs.com

ﬁﬂ'm& makee JW

There’s more
to a mortgage than
just getting a loan.
Letme help you find
the rightioanforyour
financial situation.
559-907-9465
559-658-7611 x204 B2

Imatthews@acceptancecapltal com

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

* Artful Pruning

* Removals

* Disease
Management

UPRIGH

TREE SPEC!ALIST'

645-TREE

(BE733)

RANCHO HANDYMAN

Plumbing  Light Electrical « Fans
Sprinklers < Carpets * Painting
Wood Construction and Remodels
Before you call an expensive contrac-
tor, call me for a FREE ESTIMATE

645-5527 ask for Ohan

cnuell s Transmission

- l We specialize in transmission
. repair and service work.

We now do A/C

- service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome,
4x4, Automatic/Standard

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 « Madera

SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS\

& Lonas Del Valle

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers * Repairs Tarps * Lonas

559-313- 8407

License #B0006328

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

HEATING & ﬂOUNG
67S-1637

Danny’s

* Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)
* Tear Out » Many Other Jobs
« Construction Site ¢ Light Demolition

* Light Concrete Hauling

Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

MARION POOL

vam: U REPAIR
.. * Weekly Service
* Full Service
* Equipment
* Supplies
* Residential * Commercial

* Locally Owned

251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
office cell after 5 p.m.

* Industrial
* Tig
- « Stick
_&m + Portable
Welding & Fabrication

+ General
ﬁ * Farm
” g Mig
+ Certified
call JERRY CLARK - 706-3865

Valley Green
Hydroseeding

Wayne Jones

Business Pager
645-8528 489-7859
NO JOB TOO SMALL

ANANRNAA

Ever Growing For Your Needs

B&M
Auto & Truck Parts

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00
Madera Ranchos Plaza
37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

6495-19570

3 Motorcycle & ATV
& O Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc.

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

645-4545

Vallcy Painting Co.

Trust your home to
a Licensed Painter

o ing in iors and

+ 30 Years Experience in the Valley
+ The Highest Quality Materials
* Licensed and Bonded

C75-7387 ¢ «1307-9980

Click on “Local News” at
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FIRE TECH SYSTEMS

Installation & Repair
. Commercial & Residential
24 Hour Service

5 Years Certification
Lic. #777780

Ron Cody 559-903-0586
firetech1@comcast.net

dfluckabee ‘s

HEATING & &IR CORCHTICNIFG
LIC. #887274

P ———
559-662-0336

559-438-8260

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned

and operated! g

Clark’'s Performance

* GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
* General Automotive Repairs
* Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

¥
A
//ﬂ:%;ff«;

Beauty Salon, Hair, Nails,
Pedicures & Gifts
645-8323

37164 AVE. 12 #103
MADERA RANCHOS

+ On Budget
* On Time

* Interior

* Exterior

Ron’s Exter
o * Cabinets
Services < Drywal
Palntlng l * Faux Finish

+ Texture Repair
26 Years Experience

6041-7783  974-4382

CA Cont. Lic. #495256

& = e

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

JEAN
BRINER

(559) 645-0634

The Ranchos Independent

Since 1984
Eileen Tiso - Owner

Resale ¢ Foreclosures * Rentals
Property Management Available
559-645-1102

cell 559-706-0301
36946 Ave. 12 » Madera, CA 93636

BOB WATKINS=
TIIANSPI]HTA%

* LOT DISCING * SAND * GRAVEL °
* ROCK » BASE ROCK * GRADING °
* HOUSE PADS *DRIVEWAYS -

* COBBLES * HUMUS * BARK

CALL BOB

2891743

CALL

Yalomes: . .

F
i DLALS

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your honesty might upset some people, but you inevitably win
more admirers for having the courage to tell the truth when others are more likely to scramble for
cover.

TAURUS (4pril 20 to May 20) Your efforts to defend your project begin to show favorable
results. You should soon be able to win over even the most determined detractors who had lined up
against it.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You win praise for your selfless efforts in a very difficult situa-
tion. But be careful not to allow your generous nature to be exploited by those who have their own
agenda.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A trusted colleague sheds light on a recent spate of puzzling
workplace situations. This should give you the information you need to bring to your superior's
attention.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A shift in workplace management could be helpful for talented Leos
and Leonas who have been waiting to have their accomplishments rewarded by receptive leadership.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A misunderstanding between you and someone you
care for should be corrected immediately. This relationship is too important to lose over a bruised ego.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A welcome piece of good news helps clear the air in a
family situation. A job-related incident also eases as more information provides a clearer focus on the
problem.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Quick action to heal bruised feelings pays off in a big
way. Now you'll be able to move forward with your plans without that problem holding you back.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your creativity combined with a positive at-
titude should give you a considerable edge in finding a way to get around the negativity you've run into.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) That sudden streak of stubbornness could cause
some problems. Try to be more open to helpful suggestions and more flexible in making needed
changes.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Now that that special relationship appears to be
well and truly restored, you can spend more time dealing with those long-needed workplace changes.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Anew opportunity sounds promising. But watch out for any
conditions that might be attached. Before making a decision, ask that each one be explained in detail.

(c) 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.

Born this Week.

You can be distracted by promises of qood times, yet you

ultimntely reach the 901&15 you Satfar you rsalf.

www. The Ranchos.com
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- MY FRIENDS .. PAST -« ONE FAILED
y ADMINISTRATIONS ATTEMPT AFTER
HAVE TRIED VARIOUS ANOTHER

METHODS OF SOWING
OUR PROBLEMS...

POLITICIANS 'ﬂ
HAVE PROMISED
EVERY CONCEIVABLE

SOLUTION,TO NO
= AVAILS
i’

J

THIS IS ONE CANDIDATE
WE KNOW WILL KEEP HIS
g PROMISES S

O

O

by Charles Barry Townsend
IT'S SPELUNKING TIME!

Let's go caving. In the

grid to the left, there is

room to enter seven

words pertaining to cave

exploration. Don't go

“batty” looking for the

1.
2
3,
S y,
2 = 5.
JIMMY JUST WON a genuine Fakeridium, L3
almost-diamond ring. You have one guess to 7]

right cnes. The following

determine which toss was the lucky one.
‘L4 880) tlamMsLy

hints should be of help:

1. A large cave room.

X-RAY VISION! Say to your friend, "I'll bet you that if you place a

date is just by looking at the back of the coin.” After he places the
coin on your hand, look at it for a moment, then tell him what

quarter in the palm of my hand, tails-side up, | can tell you what the

today's date is. After all, you didn't say you'd tell him the coin’s date!

2. A ceiling feature.

3. Their pictures are often found on cave
walls.

4. All spelunkers should wear these.

5. What you do in a cave.

6. This is often the smallest part of a cave.

7. Needed most when exploring a cave.

LET THE WORD GAMES BEGIN! At right is a word Tz

square. Can you find the four five-letter words that match

There is a dark frame around one of the

the definiions below? All words used must read the same [

columns in our grid. If you correctly solve
the puzzle, the letters in the frame, top to

R

bottom, will tell you what the name of a

both across and down. A
1. Often worn on your sleeve. 5
3. Basketball building (given).

2. Something weird.
4. Slippery places.

famous cave is.

5. To annoy or make fun of.

A¥oNjuay Ul BAED SNOWE} B JO SWEU
aU) ylowwepy, s||sds Uwn|oo pawel) yiep ay|
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Wishing & Well®

108 by 8 e i, . S o st

THEY'LL DO IT EVERY TIME

You KNOwW
7E

BY AL SCADUTO

ANPGETS ABOUT 20 HOURS
IN ORPER TO

?fs

‘ S/—?g

sreakwer-| *20%
) // wﬂbﬂdﬁ

: "I_l'.\“’ }‘wﬁ %,A
TEVER NOTICEF THOSE

PIRECTIONS ON HOW TOUSE ‘y‘/
THE HOT AIR HANC-DRYING >
MACHINES GO LIKE THHS \ 05

@ PRESS ON BUTTON
@ HOLD HANPS LNDER
SPoUtT

@) RUB HANGS VIGOROUSLY
@ WA TILL MACHINE
\-l— SHUTS OFF,

2 4 6 4 2 8 3 6 8 4 6 7 8
Y FS A OY PEOMCS U
5§ 3 7 8 2 4 3 46 3 5 7 5
LREAU I OLUMETCA
7 5 2 3 8 4 3 8 3 4 2 365
R DRORY TE | VE OR
3 6 7 4 3 5 7 2 4 8 4 2 4
N EE I ATTOCSC 1 E T
2 5 4 3 5 6 2 b 7T 3 6 3 2

Il HS TELVWSWOUOE
§ 3.5 7 2 72 3 76 2 7 8
A RY APRRKEWV I SO
7 6 8 2 8 7 8 7 8 7 2 8 7
HENZTAERMNETETD

HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

©2008 King Features Syndicate, inc. Workd rights resenved

MAGIC MAZE @ LIZARDS
PWRTOQNKIFCYZWUR
PHMOWIJHECZNXUSDQ
GNSLTHIGECIEZXYV
TNRUFIITPNLPCEIJH
ECIARYNPWTSNGRY
TRPYIBDOTNNENRG
LK](ALDERMAN)FUEG
ECBZLFXGAI IWOTU
SRPOEROTAGILLAM
LITODOMOKSOGEWD
BAYXWUTSQDENROH
e e g
Alderman Frilled Komodo Spiny
Alligator Giant Lounge Water
Dragon Green Monitor Whiptail
Fence Horned Sagebrush
2008 King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
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By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What
was the name of the priest who
founded Boys Town?

2. ANATOMY: What is a more com-
mon name for horripilation?

3. SCIENCE: What do serologists
study?

4. MOVIES: What was the name of
the main character in "The Saint"
series of films?

5. LITERATURE: Who wrote the
memoir "Life on the Mississippi"?
6. GEOGRAPHY: The Douro River
flows through which two coun-
tries?

7. TELEVISION: What is the theme
song for the reality TV show
"Cops"?

8. MUSIC: How many copies does a
record have to sell for it to go plat-
inum?

9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What kind
of animal is a gerenuk?

10. MYTHOLOGY: What aspect of
life or death was governed by the
Roman god Janus?

Answers
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Click on “Local News” at

©2008 King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved



Amber Waves

" WHEN I WAS YOUR

by Dave T. Phipps

[WELL, AT MY AGE I JUST ‘TM HAVING MY FIRST

Supe

August 2008

r Crossword

Page 23

AGE ALL T WANTED WISH I COULD BE A IDENTITY CRISES! 2 1 2 [3 |4 8 |9 10 |11
WAS TO BE AN ADULT. | | KID AGAIN. :
W NG 19 20 21
E 23 24 25
§
: 27 28 29
L3
§ 32 33 34 |35 36
39 [40 |41 42 43 |44 45 46
48 49 50 51
Out 0 a Limb ) - =5 —
A P 2> Y7 e 0 61 62 63 |64 65
B i = e Fo o
1 LIKE TALWAYS SAY BANTUSO, F 66 67 68 69 (70 71 72
You CANT BEAT 'EM. VIDEOTARE 'EM. — - - -
77 |78 |79 80 81 82 83 (B4
85 86 87 88 89 90 91
92 93 94 95 |[96 97
é
101 102 103
RIS
RED 105 106 107
D _ by Mike Marland . - T -
L) e el Da. J
lﬂééﬂrLALTctHEﬁgg%mp*T 117 118 119 [120 121 122 [123
e NA LITTLE WOODCHUCKS VERY
US" TIME WHERE OFTEN EITHER. 128 129 130
SHEGR 7 133 134
B 137 138
g
3‘, ©2008 King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
i ACROSS 50 Part2of 101 Perfect 3l temper 41 Jeweler's 89 Helen of
z 1 Thieves remark 103 One of the 4 She knew weight Troy's mom
5 Dress down 54 Verbal Marches how to get 43 41st or 43rd 91 Wrath
AMA’ 10 Accom- explosion 104 Anesthetize a head President 93 Cubist
M A’S BOYZ WWW.MAMASBOYZ.COM JERRY CRAFT plished 56 Pittsburgh 105 Fitting 5 Droop 44 Be there Rubik?
OKAY, MA, GET ®LAv  pam DON'T LWORRY, VA, ACTUALLY, T 13 English player 106 Manuscript 6 Do 46 Gets by, 95 Warning
READY TO START e YoU'LL ReSFAWN DON'T THINK explorer 58 Skirt feature enc. overhead with “out” 96 Tivoli's Villa
SHOOTING oo ZA IN A FEW) SECONDS, SHE WILL, 18 French spa 60 Tangle 107 Goofy plastering 49 Impromptu d—
20 Home on 61 “May | Gomer 7 Sarah — 51 Author Jong 97 Ancient
high interrupt?” 108 Field event Jewett 52 Patricia of tongue
21 A mean 62 Vision 111 “—the 8 Pale purple “Hud” 99 Little devils
Amin 65 Cookbook fields we 9“—volente” 53 Wild wind 100 Bordered on
22 “Pygmalion” phrase go..” 10 “Carpe —" 55 Deck out 102 Kreskin's
role 66 Impressive 113 Ballet 11 Turn of 57 Edit a text letters
23 Startof a lobby movement phrase 59 Duty 107 Know-it-all
remark by 68 Catches 115 Overwhelm 12 Bother 61 Menotti title 108 Vow
Gene Perret cod 116 Recruit 13 “Fantasia” character 109 Throw
26 On the up 71 Runner personnel frame 63 Have thirds forcefully
and up Sebastian 118 Good times 14 Fish- and 110 Resort lake
27 Director 72 Karras or 121 Sari site and-chips fourths? 112 Bucolic
GRANDPA, DID }IOU méE%EM\E%UE Sergio Haley 124 Rent accompani- 64 Cure 114 Memo start
KNOW THAT L, 28 Grazing 73 Part3of 127 End of ment 67 — Minor 115 — Romeo
HAVE A BLOG? ground remark remark 15 Chauvinist 69 Peg for 117 Actress
= 29 Overact 77 Suggestive 131 Party 16 Conductor Palmer Sherilyn
31 Have a 80 — Na Na present Seiji 70 Footballer 118 “Yo!" at the
mortgage 81 Beloved 132 Myriads of 17 Yarn Lynn library
32 Become 82 Type of moons 19 Muse count 72 Option 120 Move a bit
engaged? aircraft 133 “Midnight at 24 Snuggle up 74 Maritime 122 “Blame —
34 EMT’s skill 85 Maestro the —" 25 “The abbr. the Bossa
36 “La de Waart ('74 hit) Aeneid" 75 Turning Nova"
Boheme” 86 Fusillade 134 “— Gay" author point ('63 hit)
girl 88 Khartoum's 135 Fight site 30 Jacob's twin 76 Actor Bruce 123 Bill of
39 Depravity river 136 Room for 33 Tint 77 Part of IRS Rights grp.
42 Heavy 90 Hopeless relaxing 35 “— Rider” 78 Eliot's "— 125 Every guy is
metal case 137 Marine ("85 film) Bede” one
instrument? 92 Jeeves or leader? 37 Neighbor of 79 Fountain 126 Cy Young
45 Mellow Passe- 138 Hardware Libya order stat
47 Rajasthani partout item 38 Kite part 83 Foe 128 Debtor's
rhythm 94 Focused 39 Places to 84 Party hearty letters
48 Coach 97 Watchful  DOWN dye 86 Walk like a 129 Govwt.
Parseghian city? 1 Sports 40 One of “The rooster agency
49 Kayak 98 Part 4 of official Three 87 Recruit- 130 Beaver or
commander remark 2 Face shape Sisters” to-be beret

Find at least six differences in details between panels. ‘uappiy sl pue jubi suewopy ‘o ‘Buissiw S| uolde s UBLIOA, G
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STOCK cont. from P. 9

Olympic Games was four hours of
the most incredible job of choreo-
graphing 19,000 people to put on a
lesson in Chinese history. I had the
feeling while I was in China that
this was a strong country and a peo-
ple that are going to play a large
part on the world stage. China has
every right to be proud.

All of Golden Valley teachers
and students have new math books
this year. That means that the teach-
ers will have to make some adjust-
ments in the way that they teach
math. Assistant Superintendent
Andy Alvarado put together math
training for our K-6 teachers on how
to use the new math textbooks. I am
glad to hear that the teachers are ex-
cited to use these new math books. |
have been concerned from the very
beginning about Golden Valley’s

math scores. I am hoping that these
new textbooks based on the Califor-
nia standards will bring the district
scores up. On Aug. 12, California
Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion, Jack O’Connell announced that
California schools need to teach Al-
gebra I to all 8th graders in the next
three years. Golden Valley has been
ahead of the game with teaching Al-
gebra I at the 8th grade but not all of
our students were ready for it. [ am
hoping that the new math program
will prepare Golden Valley students
to succeed in this difficult subject.

The September school board
meetings will be held on Sept. 9 and
Sept. 23 at the Liberty library at 6
p-m. I hope to see you there. The
new Community Guides are hot off
the presses. If you would like one
just stop by the local Chamber of
Commerce and pick one up. I keep
mine by the telephone.

b V= 230 ANNUAL S

FIRE BBO:

.A'JINNEH DANCE - AU ETIDNu

- THANK YOLl!

A SPECIAL THANKS
: TO THE PEOPLE OF
' ) THE MADERA RANCHOS FOR

_ SLIPPORTING FIRE STATION 19. \B
‘ WE COULILDN’T DO IT .
i 7{

WITHOUT ) ) [ L)‘

645 q NEM

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in
touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos?

SUBSCRIBEY

1o the Ranchos Independent!

local news © local events ¢ local happenings
editorial ® games © real estate ¢ columns

The Ranchos Independent

645-0634 ¢ fax 645-4002 ® ranchosnews@theranchos.com

E NEWS!

Email
Payment: $20[] Cash [] Check [] Credit Card [] Bill Me
2
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Name
Address
Phone

37167 Ave. 12, #50 :

Madera, CA 93636 . . _ :

Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate

NEUER PAINT AGAIN!

Turn Your HOUSE into a DREANI HONME
with TEX = COTE Insiead of paint

- L5
» Trenching
» Sand Blasting

-~ -o

'SPECIAL!

400" OFF

VINYL WINDOWS

» Patch
e Primer “W/COUPON EXP. 9/30/08

Frank uran’uzarglﬁ;ﬁnrs bda-4113

Lic. # 273099

e —————

o

/08

Nancy Watson |

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000

www.nancywatson.net

@

'| ol I'I"'\-

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated, ex-
perienced agent work for “You!”

8/08

barns big and small,

POLE BARNS BY

LEACH CONSTRUCTION

550-360.1956

8/08 CCL #526211

e Call

www. The Ranchos.com

= DAVID PARKER
A .
e Realtor Associate
|E
REALLY www.davidparker.info
N 490-1989 |

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. | worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me

today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you. 8/08

The Milgard Makeover
SAVE ENERGY'!

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing increases energy efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

Milgard Windows

Clearly the best’

8/08
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Classified

Alteration Services

Molly’s Alterations - 35 years experi-
ence - Tailoring, repairs, and leathers.
Fast service. Located at 36619 Ave. 12
or call 645-5527. Ask for Madlin.

Building Materials

Building Materials - Steel Buildings. Re-
cession Inventory Discount. No Broker, No
Middleman. factory Direct to Site. Can Erect,
Cheap Freight. www.scg-grp.com. Source
#12B. Call 559-761-1160.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room additions,
barns and patios. Call 559-970-4476.

For Rent

For Rent - Office for rent on Avenue 12. 400 sq.
ft. Utilities paid. $375 per month. Call 999-9005.

For Rent - Ranchos Rentals Available. Call
645-1102. Agent.

For Rent - Ranchos Rentals Available. $975 to
$1,250 per month. Call 559-706-0310. Agent.

For Rent - House for Rent - Newly remod-
eled w/pool. 1/2 Acre. 3BR/2 1/2BA w/2 car
garage. $1,750. mo. Discount for long term
lease. 36184 Ruth. Call Jason at 905-7780.

For Sale

For Sale - 1962 Studebaker Lark Daytona
Coupe. V-8, Automatic, Air Conditioning,
Power Steering. New wide whitewall B. F.
Goodrich Tires. Runs and drives great. 80,773
miles from new. $13,500. OBO. Call Bob at
559-645-7226.

For Sale — Evaporative Coolers - DINGS &
DENTS, GREAT PRICES. Call 209-392-6103.

For Sale — AQHA - Registered Appendix
yearling filly. 15.3 hands. AQHA mares in foal
for Palominos and Buckskins. Call 559-645-
5290 or 559-304-5073.

For Sale - Piano - Cable Imperial oak finish
upright piano. Good condition. Seldom used.
Bench included. $500. Call 559-448-8770.

For Sale - Bedroom Set. Estate Quality!
Solid Cherrywood, Dresser/Mirror, Night-
stand, Sleigh Bed, Brand New in Boxes! Cost

$7K sacrifice $1,450. Extra pieces available.
Call 559-447-5066.

For Sale — Pool Table. Solid carved
Wood. Never Used. 1”7 Slate, Leather
Pockets with accessories. Cost $5,000
sacrifice $1,450. Can deliver. Call 559-
275-8813.

For Sale — 1 All New King PILLOW-
TOP mattress set. In Plastic w/Warranty.
Cost $699 Sacrifice $275. Call 559-277-
2511.

For Sale - Dining Room Set - Solid Cherry-
wood, Double Pedestal Table w/2 Leaves, 6
Chairs, China Cabinet w/ Touch Lighting.
Cost $8K Sacrifice $1,950. Matching Buffet
$450. Call 559-438-0248.

For Sale — $175 Queen PILLOWTOP
Mattress w/Box. Never Used. Cost $599
Sacrifice $175. Can Deliver. Call 559-230-
0486.

Free

Free - To Good Homes - Seven bunnies to
be given away. White, gray or black. Call
645-0543.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in both con-
tinuous and standard rain gutters. Unusual
jobs. Air conditioning service also available.
Yearly cleaning. 29 years working in the area.
Call 559-822-2759.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted - Hair Stylist and Manicurist for
salonin the Ranchos. Call 645-8323.

Home/Yard/Ranch Services

NEED CHEAP, BUT RELIABLE HOME,
YARD OR RANCH HELP? Landscaping,
hauling, tree and brush trimming/removal,

home improvement, general labor, etc. Call
Luke today! 559-367-588]1.

Nanny Services

All ages accepted. References available.
Ranchos resident. Call Olga. 559-960-
5314.

Painting Services

Gerald Scheffing Painting. “Best in the
West” for over 35 years. Call 674-2320.
Lic. #313070.

Painting Services - 40 years of experi-
ence. Licensed and insured. Frank
Kramer Exteriors. Call 645-4113.

Trade

Trade for Vacation - Late model pull
trailer. 28 ft. to 32 ft. with slideout.
1997 Freightliner 3-axle trailer low cab
sleeper. M11 Super 10. 11-22.5 rubber.
Light weight. Call 559-645-1200 or
559-285-8211.

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bottom
and right-hand columns of the
diagram by following the arith-
metic signs in the order they are
given (that is, from left to right
and top to bottom). Use only the
numbers below the diagram to
complete its blank squares and
use each of the nine numbers
only once.

GO FIGURE!! byLindaThistle
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Tractor Services

Tractor work, discing, rototilling, weed cut-
ting. Bobcat work, drilling post holes, trees,
trenching and clean ups. Call Neal at 645-1200
or 285-8211.

Tractor work, house pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities installed.
Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-1500.

Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning special. Most windows $5
inside/out. Screen and track included. Prices may
vary for non-standard windows. Hard water stain
and cobweb removal available. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
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645-0634

by Linda Thistle
6 7 5
5 1 2
13 2 9
4 9 7
7 2
1 38
8 5 4
9 6 413
7 3 8
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
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Click on “Local News” at
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gl Keep it Simple ...

. with simply the best hand-made
aprons available in the Universe ...

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

The Unisex Adjustable®

the ;
%W The Classic Reversible®
. ©

aprons for the price of -
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www. The Ranchos.com
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559-363-9095

info@ranchoscom munity.com .L_L_.
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