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Enforcing Codes in the Ranchos
By Christi McKinney
Madera County Code Enforcement officers have been busy at work this summer
investigating a variety of code violations in
the Madera Ranchos. At the top of the list of
complaints reported by residents is the proliferation of signs. Real estate signs are a frequent sight as are yard sale signs that seem to
stay posted forever.
Eric Yancy, Madera
County Code Enforcement officer,
explains that signs
are allowed only on
private property, not
on street corners
pointing to an event
down the street.
Signs have also
been an issue recently with businesses on Avenue 12. Pedestrians are sometimes forced to walk in the
busy street because business signs and landscaping blocks the area next to the street.
Madera County actually owns easements on
both sides of Avenue 12 which prohibits
signs or anything else blocking the area closest to the street. Businesses have been very
cooperative in resolving this issue.
The presence of inoperative or abandoned vehicles is another frequent complaint. In addition to being a blight, they can
reduce property values and create a variety
of safety hazards. Vehicles must be registered and be operable or they must be stored
behind an 8-foot fence or enclosed in a
garage or other building.
Yancy recalls a recent case in the
Coarsegold area where Madera County
Code Enforcement worked with a homeowner to remove over 50 junk cars from his
property. The cars had begun as projects that
got out of control after being accumulated
over a number of years. The cars were towed
out, approximately eight a day until the
problem was resolved. This was done by the
county at no cost to the homeowner or to the
county. This was made possible by the
Abandoned Vehicle Service Authority that
bills all California car owners $1 on their vehicle registration to combat this increasing
problem.
Vacant Properties being left in disrepair
is another problem that has gotten increasingly worse with the current rate of foreclosures. In July, Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger signed California Civil
Code 2929.3. This bill requires owners of
vacant residential property purchased at
foreclosure or acquired through foreclosure
under a mortgage or deed of trust to maintain

the property or face fines of up to $1,000 per
day. “Failure to maintain” includes failing to
care for the exterior of the property, permitting excessive foliage growth that diminishes the value of the surrounding properties,
failing to take action to prevent trespassers
or squatters from remaining on the property,
or failing to take action to prevent mosquito
larvae from growing in standing water, as
well as a number of
other conditions that
create a public nuisance.
This means that
resident property
owners can choose
to let the lawn die
and the weeds grow
or choose not to repair a broken window, however if a
property is vacant as the result of a foreclosure purchase, the bank or owner of the
property can face huge fines for doing the
very same thing.
Other Common Complaints
Occupied RVs – Living in an RV is prohibited unless you have a land use permit to
do so. If there is any question as to the classification or use of your land you should
contact the zoning administrator.
Farm Animals – Any farm animals including chickens, ducks and goats are not
necessarily permitted on single family home
properties. This varies within the Ranchos
are so you’ll want to be familiar with any restrictions on your property
“If you receive a notice from Code Enforcement, it’s very important that you contact us right away and not ignore the
situation hoping it will go away,” Yancy said,
acknowledging that it’s seldom pleasant to
receive a notice from Code Enforcement.
“We understand that things happen and we
will do our best to work with you on the situation”
Code Enforcement was recently asked
to participate in a revitalization project with
the town of Fairmead. They helped to rehabilitate a number of buildings and removed
nearly 50 abandoned vehicles in the community.
The Code Enforcement Agency responds to citizen complaints and with three
people they are not staffed sufficiently to be
proactive in enforcing code violations. Complaints can be filed by calling the county of
Madera at 559-675-7821. Complaints must
include your name, address and phone number and cannot be made anonymously; however your identity and personal information
is protected and not available to anyone.

County Moves Forward with Bypass
By Randy Bailey
After holding several meetings over several months on the subject of
alternatives to the present configuration of Avenue 12 due to projected increased traffic, at the Aug. 27 meeting held at the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center Madera County District 1 Supervisor Frank Bigelow stated that it
had become clear to him that he had heard enough voices from the community to convince him to move forward with the implementation of an Avenue 12 bypass of the Ranchos.
“We need to be proactive, prepare now before things get out of hand
and become too expensive,” Bigelow said.
The concern for Avenue 12 came after studies done by Madera County
Staff determined that traffic was increasing and that conditions along Avenue 12 were becoming more and more dangerous. In addition, new developments planned for the future would also increase traffic and it was
apparent something needed to be done.
Madera County Staff recommended the change in designation of Avenue
12 to an “expressway” in order for it to be able to handle present and future
traffic. That designation allowed the County to authorize up to six lanes on
Avenue 12 from Highway 41 to Highway 99. Excluded from that designa-

Please see BYPASS on P. 12

Suspected Ranchos Tagger Caught
A tagging game carried out in
the Madera Ranchos and plaguing
business owners in and around the
Maywood Center at Maywood and
Avenue 12 for the past month is
over. Deputy Patrick Davis is
being credited for closing at least
three felony vandalism cases with
the arrest of a 14-year old boy
today.
The teenager, whose name
cannot be released because of his
age, was taken into custody on the
morning of Aug. 22 after a monthlong investigation carried out by
the Madera County Sheriff’s Department. According to reports,
businesses in and around the May-

wood Center were getting plastered with spray paint graffiti –
“tagged” – resulting in a costly
clean-up.
Sheriff John Anderson praised
Deputy Davis for clearing this
case and added that tips from the
public most certainly aided in the
young man’s apprehension. “Anyone who has information on
crimes or suspicious activity
should never hesitate to call our
department,” Anderson said. “This
is a prime case where the public
has helped us make an arrest.”
Meantime, the juvenile remains behind bars at Juvenile Hall
facing felony vandalism charges.

Click on “Local News” at
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Editorial

Thank You, Supervisor Bigelow
By Randy Bailey
Three cheers to Madera County District 1 Supervisor Frank Bigelow. What a
refreshing change of pace to have a leader
actually lead. After one town hall meeting
after another here in the Ranchos in an attempt to get the word out that changes were
a’comin’ to Avenue 12, Supervisor Bigelow
saw the writing on the wall and acted.
Hallelujah!
Just to bring you up to speed, Madera
County has determined that Avenue
12 has become more and more dangerous from increased traffic and that
planned new developments will only
increase the traffic impact on Avenue
12 in the future. Something needs to
be done.
Avenue 12 had its designation
changed to an “expressway” by the
County, allowing up to six lanes to
be built on Avenue 12 from Highway 41 to Highway 99 (can you
imagine six lanes down the center
of the Ranchos?) and the designation applied to every part of Avenue
12 EXCEPT a 3-mile stretch from
approximately Road 39½ to Road
36 that the County wasn’t going to
do anything about until it heard
from Ranchos residents. And what
they were waiting to hear was if
four to six lanes sounded like a
good choice or if the possibility of
a bypass to direct the fast moving,
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RONALD REAGAN
saying more in one quote
than others say in a lifetime

no intention of stopping, “I gotta
get from point A to point B” commuters around the Ranchos wasn’t
a better choice.
At meeting after meeting residents stood up and talked about
how dangerous it was to try to back
out onto Avenue 12 right now, let
alone when up to four additional
lanes would be added. People
talked about what multiple lanes
would do to mail delivery and trash
collection. And there was the concern for kids walking home from
school down Avenue 12 with no
sidewalks into the face of an increased flow of traffic.
The one thing that was NEVER
raised by anyone in the audience at
any of the meetings was a preference for the multiple lanes down
the middle of town. In an attempt to
be fair, the County kept bringing up
the alternative to a bypass in the
form of either four or six lanes
down Avenue 12, and they kept
stressing that a bypass was only a
suggestion, but the reality was that
if there was support for increasing
the lanes down Avenue 12, it was
the best kept secret at every meeting held.
Finally, by the August 20 meeting, the natives were starting to get
restless.
“Why are we coming to these
meetings to hear the same thing?”
“Why don’t we vote on it right
now?”
“Is there ANYONE in this room
that wants six lanes???”
By the August 27 meeting, the
good folks of the Ranchos had just
about had enough.
“Why do we have to keep coming to these meetings to hear the
same things over and over?”
“Does anyone know ANYONE
who wants six lanes down Avenue 12?”
And with that Supervisor
Bigelow had heard enough. The
purpose of the meetings was to get a
feel for the thoughts of the Ranchos
Community and he did. In spades.
Keep up the good work, Supervisor Bigelow. Oh, and see if you
can get that $3.2 million the “city”
Supervisors took from us. That
should just about cover an Avenue
12 beautification project.
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Letters

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Dear Editor:

8/08

Most of us in the Madera and
Bonadelle Ranchos depend upon ground
water for our homes and property to survive. Without it this area would soon become a ghost town, a nice one, but still a
ghost town open to vandalism and looting.
Property values would turn into dust. As
you travel around these areas you will notice water well drilling trucks in a lot of
areas, mostly the older ones. The older
wells were drilled to the depth of the
aquifer at that time, but now some of these
are inadequate because of the aquifers’ descending depths. Blaming it on someone
or something won’t fix it, but if I were to
blame it on something it would be overdevelopment, but that is not a cure, but
maybe pushing it far into the future may
help us now.
I researched the following statistics
through phone calls to professionals and
conversations with property owners in the
area. Most older wells were drilled to
about 300 feet and have a 5- or 6-inch casing that prohibits drilling them any
deeper. They are called “throw away
wells” in the drilling industry. Today’s
wells in this area are being drilled to 400
feet or deeper. I know of two recently
drilled. One south of Ave. 15 on Rd. 35
1/2 that was drilled to 380 feet and did not
hit a static water level until 260 feet, the
other was a new well on an existing residence that was drilled to 500 feet off of
Rd. 36 and Ave. 14. If the well in question
has an 8-inch casing it can be drilled
deeper, but this would have to been drilled
as an Ag well to start with. You have two
choices: one; have your pump lowered
deeper, depth permitting; or two, drill a
new well at a cost of $10,000 or more.
One is more cost attractive. Have your
pump dropped down deeper and that will

have a cost of about $275 initially plus
$75 for each additional joint (21 feet each)
of pipe. If you are interested, the original
drilling company will have the information regarding your well’s depth as well as
your pump depth to let you know how
much deeper your pump can be dropped.
The reason I am disseminating this
information is that there is a “Mitigated
Negative Declaration” (MND #2004-41)
before the Madera County Planning Commission put forth by developer Ronald R.
Samuelson to develop the 400 acres west
of where Avenues 14, 14-1/2, John Albert
and Bonadelle all dead end. He would like
to extend these streets into this development. We who live on these streets enjoy
the peace and quiet of these streets, which
also have a built-in security value – one
way in and one way out. The only traffic
we see are the people that belong here;
garbage trucks, mail delivery, etc., and the
people who can’t or don’t read the “Not a
Through Road” signs at the beginning of
these streets. This development can only
mean one thing: more wells, drawing
from our already descending water table
at a more rapid rate, more traffic and pollution!
There will be a Public Hearing of this
project proposal at the Resource Management Agency Building at 2037 W. Cleveland Ave. in Madera (the old J. C. Penny’s
building) on Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2008, at 6
p.m. The county only sends the Notice of
Public Hearing to the homes (eight total)
that are within 300 feet of the proposed
property development. Please attend if
you are concerned.
Larry Turner
Madera Ranchos

Please see LETTERS on P. 18

D.O.G. Report Meltdown
Epiphany: In my opinion, the budget hearing on Aug.
21 was a disaster. I got very little sleep that night thinking
about what happened. I do believe, I had an epiphany at
4:20 a.m.
This is probably going to be a very long and at times rambling D.O.G. Report.
Hopefully by the end of it, my wife and I will have decided if it is to be my last one.
My part in the Aug. 21 disaster was letting it get to me. I completely lost it. I
looked like a raving lunatic.
What should have been two to four hours of thoughtful questions and open debate about legitimate budget issues became a list of the issues and what sounded like
30 minutes of frustrated accusations.
Stell Manfredi responded in kind and – for him – in a very uncharacteristic way.
What happened didn’t help the budget and didn’t help the process, but it sure helped
me understand! Like when I learned not to stand too close to the monkey cage.
I like and respect Stell and each one of the staff sitting at the table with him, but
no one elected any of them King of Madera. Every decision they make is subject to
the citizens’ review and scrutiny and I don’t think they have a problem with that
concept. I have asked all of them questions at one time or another and in each instance they took the time to answer and explain how they came up with what it was
that I did not understand.
The Budget Process - The Budget process is a scam!
First off, government is supposed to be an open and democratic process, this
one is not. The Chief Accounting Officer and his staff negotiate and come up with
the department heads. If you will look at the past year’s Board meetings you will see
there is little or no Board direction on the budget or anything in it. On the surface the
process is a big marble game. The County has about 200 million marbles and every
department has a bucket they want filled with marbles. Each department submits a
budget laying out what they “need.” The CAO distributes the limited number of marbles in a way he feels is the fairest and best for the County. Then the plan is to take
what Stell has done and do a thorough review at the public hearings.
Three days of budget hearings - Hearing is defined by Encarta as: “A chance
to be heard, an opportunity to be heard, especially a chance to state an opinion or
fact.” Encarta’s example of a sentence using it is: “All I want is for my views to get
a fair hearing.” Ironic isn’t it?
Day one is called the presentation of the budget. What it is in fact is the CAO
going from cover to cover giving the Reader’s Digest version of the County’s budget.
At the beginning and several times during the presentation, Stell invited questions as he made the presentation, but the Chair would have none of that. Wheeler
tried many times to get explanations as the presentation was made but was gaveled
down by the Chair each time. I was told from the beginning – as was Supervisor
Wheeler – that Thursday we would have an opportunity to speak and ask questions.
Several times Stell attempted to actually present more facts and figures as he
went along but was essentially told to shut up and get on with it. One supervisor
even chimed in, “At this rate we will be done by Christmas!”
I was having a hard time understanding what the rush was all about. For some
reason, three days of budget hearings had become:
1. Day One – The Presentation: Needed to get through it in a hurry and quit
early so the supervisors could get to some work they had on their desks.
2. Day Two: Began at 1:30 p.m. rather than at 9 a.m. and began with the Chair
announcing, “We will be done today!”
From three days of hearings that we were promised, somehow we got quitting
early on the first day, less than half of a day on the second, and cancellation of the
third.
I was disappointed to see that Wheeler was in court and not at the hearings on
Thursday. I was even more disappointed when he finally got there and didn’t ask
any of the tough questions he had tried so hard to get in on Wednesday.
The Budget - The budget is arguably the most important document that is acted
upon by the Board in a given year. The budget will determine the possibility of success or failure of each segment or program in our government. Until early Friday

Please see D.O.G. on P. 13
Click on “Local News” at
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Ranchos Family
Never “Tires” of
Family Business

the BEST Service!

TIRES • BRAKES • RADIATOR FLUSH
BALANCING • FRONT END ALIGNMENT • TRANSMISSION FLUSH
ALIGNMENT • FRONT END REBUILDS • BRAKE FLUSH

RANCHOS Lube, Oil, Filter
SPECIAL! & Tire Rotation

$

25

00

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER
EXP. 9-30-08

the BEST Tires!

the BEST Deals!

RANCHOS SPECIAL!

10% OFF
ANY PURCHASE*
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER • EXP. 9-30-08

examples
Alignment..................$49.95
w/ coupon $44.95
Flat Repair...............$20.00
w/coupon $18.00
Tire/Wheel Pkg. $1,500.00
w/coupon $1,350.00

e
n
4764 N. Blackstone Ave.
o
t
s
k
c
Bla TIRE Fresno, CA • 559-224-7414
*CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPON.

www.The Ranchos.com

Nearly 20 years ago the Petty
family moved to the Madera Ranchos
community where they have grown
both business and family while supporting our local economy. Rick and
Susan Petty simply thought when they
first moved to the Ranchos that they
had found a nice safe place to raise
their children, Dotsie and Bubba. That
thought appeared to have been well
founded because both children would
become successful students at Webster
Elementary, Madera High School and
even completing some courses at
Madera Center that have helped them
both to complete their Registered
Nursing degrees.
Whether it’s a quick trip to the
Ranchos Market for milk and eggs, a
flat of flowers from the nursery, the
mid-project part from the hardware, or
gas for all of the family vehicles, the
Pettys keep business local. Even
though their own business, Blackstone
Tire and Service, is in Fresno, the
Petty family keeps contributing to the
local Madera economy where they
have built many working relationships
with not only families and neighbors,
but local merchants as well. Rick and
Susan believe it’s important to support
not only the belief of the family but
the concept of community as well. In a
time when the economy is just starting
to force many people to forego the
daily trips to Fresno for the neccessities of life, the Pettys have been firmly
supporting the local economy for
years.
Since 1989 Rick and Susan have
been owners of Blackstone Tire and
Service and they are proud to be part
of a family owned and operated business with such an outstanding reputation for service. In order to continue to
serve the local community of Madera,
they even offer pick up and delivery of
vehicles to and from the Ranchos community on a pre-arranged, appointment basis. For their neighbors, friend
and local merchants, they strive to
make car repair as easy as picking up
the phone and dialing 559-224-7414.
One thing both Rick and Susan are
certain of is that you won’t be dissappointed with their service, because at
Blackstone Tire, it’s not just a business, it’s a family affair!
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The Pastor’s Desk

By Karl Roth
According to a Time Magazine survey,
the #1 source of arguments in marriage is
conflict over money. Gallup reports 56 percent of divorces are due to financial problems and pressures. During these financial
days the pressures of finances seem especially intense. What can we do about it?
What can we begin doing that will bring
better financial stability in the future?
If you listen to most preachers they
will tell that if you simply “give money to
the Lord” (i.e. the church) all your money
problems will be taken care of. That simply
is not true. It’s not the whole truth of God’s
financial counsel in the Bible. Generous
giving is part of God’s financial plan for us,
but it’s only one of God’s five financial
principles for financial stability. You can’t
do only one and expect all your financial
worries to work out. You have to practice
all five principles if you want the financial
help and benefits God promises. Shellie and
I have practiced these five financial principles since the day we were married. God
has continued to bless us. We at Flipside
want to help you handle these turbulent financial times according to the wisdom
God’s given us in the Bible.
Principle #1- Accounting. This means
I must keep good records. Proverbs 27:2324 tells us "Riches can disappear fast. And
the king's crown doesn't stay in his family
forever – so watch your business interests
closely. Know the state of your flocks and
your herds.” (NLT). He's saying to people
in an agricultural environment: know your
business interests well. We must know
where our money is going. The first rule of
success in money management is face the
facts. Ignorance regarding your finances
can get you in a lot of trouble. Ignorance
plus easy credit equals a catastrophe. There
are four things you need to know:
1. You ought to know what you own.
2. You need to know what you owe.
3. You need to know what you earned.

4. You need to know where it goes.
Your expenditures.
Principle #2 - Budgeting. This means
I must plan my spending. Proverbs 21:5
"The plans of the diligent lead to profit as
surely as haste leads to poverty." Haste
leads to poverty. You've got to plan your
spending and set some financial goals. The
average debt in the United States per capita
is now over $7,000. Why? We spend
hastily. Most are guilty of a common phenomenon known as impulse buying: “I see
it and I want it now,” even if I've got to pay
for it the rest of my life. The easiest thing to
do in the world is to go into debt. Proverbs
21:20 "The wise man saves for the future,
but the foolish man spends whatever he
gets." (LB). The only way to get out of the
debt cycle is with a budget. A budget is
planned spending. The Bible says that the
person who plans ends up in prosperity. A
budget allows you to tell your money where
you want it to go rather than wondering
where your money went.
Principle #3 - Appreciation. This
means I must enjoy what I already have.
Proverbs 15:6-7. "Better is a little with the
fear of the Lord than great wealth with turmoil.” To have a little with the fear of the
Lord is to learn to live with an attitude of
gratitude. To not get worked up with what
you don’t have; to struggle after more and
more rather than appreciating what is already in hand. This principle is violated
when you want too much, too fast. When
you get overextended financially and then
get under pressure you’ve forfeited your
ability to live with appreciation and gratitude. When you forget to live with an attitude of gratitude soon your home life
begins to deteriorate. Money pressures affect every other area of life. 1 Timothy 6:68 "But Godliness with contentment is great
gain. For we brought nothing into this
world and it is certain we can carry nothing
out and therefore having food and raiment
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Financial Stability = Marriage Stability

Endorsed by Sheriff John Anderson, Ollia and Kent Ridge,
Tom Hurst and John and Pam Glueck. Website to be activated soon.

Please see PASTOR on P. 12
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9/11 Car Cruise Coming to Ranchos
For the first time ever, a car cruise-in
in memory of 9/11 is coming to the
Madera Ranchos and is being designed to
benefit our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan
through the Word From Home Project, a
local project comprised of concerned citizens that sends free packages to our
troops in both Iraq
and Afghanistan.
Mark your calendar so you don't
miss this event Saturday, Sept. 13
from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the Madera
Ranchos Café on
Avenue 12 in the
Maywood Center. For more information
you can contact Pam Hansen at either 6450513 or 474-2330. She can also be reached
by e-mail at hansenrt66@aol.com.
You can also contact Pam if you’d be
interested in sending a Word From Home
package to a soldier or if you want to do-

nate funds for postage and/or gift items.
Items that are in most demand by our
troops are:
Snack Foods: Powdered drinks, protein snacks, dried fruit/nuts, candy.
Entertainment Items: DVDs, CDs,
toys, games.
Health/Comfort: Baby wipes,
socks, medicated
powder, deodorant.
Miscellaneous:
AA batteries, disposable cameras,
telephone calling
cards.
The Word From
Home Project is a ministry project of
the Madera Ranchos Assembly of
God Church located at 35849 Avenue
13 1/2, Madera, CA 93636. The
church may be reached at 645-0716
or you may visit their Website at
www.maderaranchosag.com.

“You don’t need an attorney - you
just need an experienced assistant.”

Legal Assistant Services

8/08

Notary • Divorce • Custody • Bankruptcy Denise M. Garcia, L.D.A.
Legal Document Assistant
• Personal Injury • Wills/Trusts
Madera Co. Reg. #2005002 • Bond #420998

36141 Avenue 12, Suite 107

559-645-4000

WE’RE
ON
THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!

8/08
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www.theRanchos.com
www.The Ranchos.com
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KIWANIS
KORNER
This month our club had the honor of presenting two Community Service Awards at the Firefighter ’s Dinner on Saturday, Aug. 17. These awards
went to community members or businesses who have contributed a great
deal to their neighborhood through
donating their time, resources and
capital in helping to make our area
a better place to live. This year,
Charles Diaz Trucking, Inc. was
chosen, as was Debbie Farr.
The Diaz Family has given graciously through their business and
has single-handedly started a new
venture in our area through the
Electronic Recycling Program,
with the proceeds going right back
to the Ranchos Community. Not
only does this raise funds for our
Ranchos Kiwanis presented a Commuarea, but it is also good for our en- nity Service Aw a rd t o C h a r l e s D i a z
vironment. Look for the green re- Tr u c k i n g , re p re s e n t e d b y Mona Diaz, left,
cycling truck at the Ranchos holding the award and her sons Casey and
Market again in the fall and spring. Charlie Diaz and husband Charles Diaz.
Debbie Farr was our other
award winner. She is a powerhouse woman and can accomplish anything to
which she puts her mind. She has a sociability that allows her to create great
things, as she has taken a successful Firefighter ’s Dinner event and made it
spectacular! She is very creative and extremely dedicated to our community
and its needs. She is dearly loved by every one of the firefighters and the
people around her. In a life that is busy for all of us, it is nice to take a moment to thank these people for all of their efforts in helping our community.
Now let’s talk about what the Kiwanis is all about. The Kiwanis Club of
the Ranchos is a service club collectively united by local community members looking to volunteer their time and resources to enhance the lives of
children in their local community and worldwide. We help sponsor many
service projects throughout the world, but we pay special attention to our
local community schools and children by holding fund raisers and sponsoring, or co-sponsoring, events that help children here in the Madera Ranchos.
The Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos would like to remind everyone that one
of the projects slated for the near future is the Ranchos Run at Liberty High on
Saturday, Sept. 13. The funds raised from this event go toward our local Fire
Departments, Station 9 and 19. Come out and run in the race or, if a slower
pace is more your style, we have a 2 mile walk. Just come out and join us.
If you are interested in volunteering
some time and giving back to your commuPresident - Pam Glueck
nity, please feel free to connect any of our
President Elect - Steven Monk
officers for 2008. They would be happy to
Vice President - John Herrera
answer your questions.
Secretary - Sandy Monk
You can also write to us at:
Treasurer - Charisse Stindt
Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos,
Past President – Chris Parks
37221 Avenue 12 1-C #29
Board Member – Marie Cameron
Madera CA 93636
Board Member – Ollie Ridge
Board Member – Virgina Vick
Remember, our club is meeting at the
Board Member – Bruce Blair
Pizza Factory. These meetings are open to the
Board Member – John Glueck
public. The Pizza Factory has graciously donated their meeting room for our use. Our
meetings are every Thursday morning at 6:30 a.m. at the Pizza Factory, except
the last Thursday of the month which is held at 6:30 p.m. to help accommodate
our members who have difficulty attending the morning meetings. Thanks again
to Hal and Mary Ann Parks for donating the meeting room at the Pizza factory. Our webpage is at www.ranchoskiwanis.org.

Page 8

August 2008

The Bookshelf

September is Library Card Month at the Madera Ranchos Library
On Aug. 1 the winners of the “Guess the Number of Bookworms in the Jar” contest were
announced. Actually no one guessed the exact number which was 62, but there were four
children who guessed 63. All four were awarded gift baskets. Congratulations to all who participated in the “Catch the
Reading Bug” summer reading program. It has been a
great summer.
I also want to give one
additional word of recognition and thanks to the Ranchos Kiwanis and the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce for their continued support of this program. We
wouldn’t be able to have this
wonderful program each year
without the support of our
local community organizations.
One of four giftbasket winners was Alexis Delgado, shown
September is Library
here receiving her prize for guessing there were 63 “bookworms” Card Month! For those of you
in a jar at the Ranchos Library during the “Catch the Reading who have never obtained a liBug” summer reading program.
brary card anywhere in the
San Joaquin Valley, sign up
for your very own library card. It’s FREE! Adults need photo identification and proof of address. Children under 15 years of age must have a parent or legal guardian with the above identification for library card registration. If you have lost your card, the replacement fee is $2.
School has started for many of you and I just want to remind you that the Ranchos Library is a great place to study, conduct research, complete homework and find the educational resources you need. There are four public computers with high-speed internet access
and one designated typing station. InfoTrac database is available for library card holders to
use from home or in the library. This subscription database offers peer-reviewed research papers from academic journals that are not available on the internet. We also have reference
books, state, country and mission books. There are AR, or Accelerated Reader, notebooks
from both Sierra View and Webster Elementary Schools that will help locate the appropriate
AR books for your child’s reading level. The library is open until 7 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, until 5 p.m. on Friday, and from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday. Preschool story time
is every Monday at 11 a.m. with Mrs. Anderson.
Book Recommendations
Young Adult Fiction: Breaking Dawn by Stephanie Meyer. This is the fourth book in
the extremely popular Twilight series. Edward Cullen and Bella Swan’s wedding at the Cullen
house is spectacular with the unusual truce between werewolves and vampires staying under control while mingling
comfortably with humans. That is until Bella, while dancing
with Jacob, reveals a little too much about her future with Edward. The tense moment puts a chill on the otherwise perfect
day as Jacob vanishes, transforming into his wolf body intent on leaving for good. Bella and Edward head off to honeymoon on a remote tropical island. Bella begins to
consider postponing the inevitable and painful transformation process which she knows she must go through to become a vampire, but her love for Edward makes the
decision easier, knowing their marriage would never succeed otherwise. Fate takes an odd turn however, as the
unthinkable happens and Bella must make a choice: her
life or the life of the child growing within her. For those
readers who want a fast moving engaging story, begin
with Twilight, New Moon and then Eclipse before

Breaking Dawn. Otherwise you’ll be confused and the story
won’t be as appealing. It’s a great series and not as dark as it
sounds. There’s no bad language or inappropriate graphic
sexuality. Excellent for reluctant teen readers and adults too!
Adult Fiction: The Lace Reader by Brunonia Barry.
Towner Whitney, the protagonist and narrator of the story,
admits that she is a liar and a crazy woman. She has struggled with her past as the daughter of a woman who lives on
a remote island off the shore of Salem, Mass., and as the
great niece of Eva, the famous lace reader. Eva has held
lace making circles and the reading of lace in her Salem
home for decades. Suddenly Eva is missing and Towner

Please see BOOKSHELF on P. 15

DON’T OVERWORK YOUR A/C THIS LABOR DAY
SPRING SPECIAL

$10

OFF

SERVICE
CALL
(one coupon per customer)

We do SERVICE & WARRANTY
repairs on all makes
and models!

WE ACCEPT MOST COMPETITORS’
COUPONS - CALL FOR DETAILS

SPRING SPECIAL

FREE
estimate
on complete unit
change outs
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By Ellen Mester

&
When honesty and quality work matter ... Call

Brian Padilla Owner/Operator
Contractor’s Lic. #862395

675-1681

l
cal

16911 Hill Drive, Madera • Financing Available O.A.C.

Click on “Local News” at
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Nothing Outlasts Pavers!
Interlocking Paving Stones
• never crack • slip resistant • lifetime product warranty •
• available in dozens of designs and colors •
• increase your home’s value •
Lic. #306511

call TODAY for your consultation

559-442-1999

www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com
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Simply Irresistable Smiles!

Back to School Special
25% Discount for New Patients
on initial exam, x-rays and simple cleaning
offer good through October 2008

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
www.The Ranchos.com

The Stock Report

Find Out How Full Your Bucket is
bugs out: the computers working,
the air conditioners working and the
Hi Neighbors,
students into the right rooms. So
Want to read a good book? Pick congratulations on the smooth beup How Full is Your Bucket? It is a ginning this year.
fast read about positive strategies
Webster Elementary has already
and how they can change your life. had its Back to School Night. ParThe way we interact or the ways ents have had an opportunity to
others interact with us affect our meet their child’s teacher and learn
productivity and our health. The what the teacher ’s expectations are
positive or negative way in which for the year. I had the opportunity
we live our lives affects ourselves to go to each teacher ’s room and
and others with whom we have con- welcome them back to the start of a
tact. Superintendent Sarah Koligian new school year. Ranchos Middle
opened the new school year (2008- School had their Back to School
2009) by sharing this book with her Night on Aug. 18, Sierra View Eleadministration staff and the school mentary Back to School Night was
board members. Sarah has already on Aug. 21, Liberty High Back to
started handing out positive drops School Night was on Aug. 26 and
to fill people’s buckets and get the Educational Opportunities was on
year started on a positive note.
Aug. 28. I am so glad that they are
I thought it
all on different
was a really nice
nights so that I
way to celebrate
G o l d e n Va l l e y h a s b e e n was able to atmy
birthday a h e a d o f t h e g a m e w i t h tend all of them.
spending it with
As I write
the Golden Valley te a c h in g A lg e b r a I a t th e 8 th this article I am
Unified All Staff gra d e b u t n o t a ll o f o u r s tu - watching
the
District In-Ser- de n ts we re re a d y fo r it. I a m Olympic Games
vice on Aug. 11. h o p i n g t h a t t h e n e w m a t h on my TV as the
Starting the year program will prepare Golden images
are
off on a positive
streamed
from
foot is so impor- Val le y s tu d e n ts to s u c c e e d in China. I am so
tant and Sarah this d iffic u lt s u b je c t.
proud of our
did a great job.
American
athThe most exciting
letes. Watching
part of the in-service was when Michael Phelps swim has been so
each school and district office staff much fun. I am glad that I wasn’t
had only 30 minutes to put together the timer on the swim lanes for his
a spirit rally to represent their swims. I used to time for swim
schools and the district. The teams meets at McLane when my children
were the district staff, Liberty High, were on the school swim team years
Ranchos Middle, Webster Elemen- ago. The American swimmers, both
tary; Sierra View Elementary and men and women, have broken
Education Opportunity schools. All records this year. Michael Phelps
were judged on team spirit, origi- swam into the history books with
nality, creativity and group partici- his eight gold medals. They have
pation. What a great feeling to done an incredible job in the China
watch all of these wonderful people heat and rain. We could sure use
put their heart and soul into a team some of that rain couldn’t we? I
effort. As one of the judges, I had a went to China last November with
terrible time because they were all the Madera Chamber of Commerce
so good. In any competition there and I watched the people in Beijing
has to be a winner and this year working so hard to get ready for
Webster Elementary won the “Spirit these Olympics. This is a very anStick” with their Webster ARMY cient city and the Chinese had a
chant. Who will win it next year? huge job building hotels, restauThat is the question.
rants, the Olympic village and the
I used to think that starting infrastructure to show a modern city
school on a Wednesday was silly to the world. The opening of the
but now I know it gives the schools
and the district time to get all of the
Please see STOCK on P. 24
By Audrey Stock
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Senior Report

Life is Calling, are You Prepared?
eral types of squash are still available.
There were large plums and several
Hopefully you’ll find this interest- other types of fruit there last week so
ing on how many ways the term BE come in to see what we have now. Also
PREPARED is intertwined in our daily the boutique section has displays of
lives. Being prepared implies placing necklaces, earrings, paintings and anyourself in a state of constant readi- tiques.
ness. Society has many suggestions on
Remember the plant, produce and
how we may be prepared in life, in- boutique sections are available Monday
cluding having medical insurance, a through Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
stock of emergency food supplies, an Thursday evenings between 6 and 9
American Red Cross disaster plan and p.m.
even a book preparing new dads for
The Ranchos/Hills member of the
what is to come.
month is Joanne Blancett. Joanne was
The Boy Scout adaptation is BE an only child who was born in Texas to
PREPARED for life: to live happily Winnie and Homan Arnett. Some may
without regret knowing you have done have known Joanne’s mother Winnie
your best. A few years ago, we went to who was a Ranchos/Hills member until
see Lion King on Broadway and in the her death on Sept. 18, 2005. Joanne is a
lyrics they were teaching the animals to Fresno State College graduate. She is
become prepared.
the proud grandHowever, senmother
of
six
iors need addig
r
a
n
d
c
h
i
l
d
r
e
n.
We as seniors are in our
tional planning.
Joanne’s husband,
golden years, but are we really Bob, unfortunately
We as seniors are
in our golden prepared to deal with the rising was killed in an
years, but are we prices of gas, food, utilities, etc., automobile accireally prepared to while we are on a fixed income? dent
in
1994.
deal with the risHolding the posiing prices of gas,
tion of the Senior
food, utilities, etc.,
Nutrition Site Cowhile we are on a fixed income? Can ordinator for the Ranchos Hills Seniors,
we really make it through this without Joanne works at the center Monday
robbing Peter to pay Paul? Are we re- through Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. She enally prepared to lose a spouse? Are we joys traveling and also organizes the
really prepared to hear about a terminal trips for Ranchos/Hills Senior Center.
disease? We are seniors in our golden Call Joanne at 645-4864 if you are inyears but still need to be aware to BE terested in traveling with our group.
PREPARED.
Did you know two nurses from the
On July 15, Archie Judson Burton Madera County Health Department pepassed away. He had been a long time riodically come to the center to give
member and we will truly miss him. FREE check ups? The screenings inMany years ago, he operated the old clude a personal health history review,
historic service station located on Van blood pressure check, blood sugar
Ness. Our membership would like to check, an available low-cost blood test,
offer our sympathy to his wife, Bar- nutrition and health education, referrals
bara, their son and his family.
to medical providers and community
Our next monthly sale will be held services, if needed. Health Screenings
on Saturday, Sept. 6 from 8 a.m. to 1 of Adults, age 50 and OVER, are availp.m. The garden area still has many va- able at our center ONLY when they rerieties of trees, including Japanese or ceive your calls. If you are interested in
Trident Maples, as well as a variety of taking advantage of their services, call
new scrubs and flowering plants. The Carla or Melody at 675-7893 to make
Treasure House will be open and ready an appointment.
to show off many new items to you.
If you are new to the area, lonely
The bake and produce sales will be held or just lost a spouse, we welcome you
in the main building. Normally we have to come to see us. We are here for you.
cookies, breads, candy, pies and cakes. Many of our members have surely exThe summer produce is still in season. perienced your same situation.
You just must see George’s huge
onions! Armenian cucumbers and sevPlease see SENIORS on P. 11

Since 1964

Phone:

FORCE

645-1977

Chrysler

OUTBOARDS

By Eleanore Burchell

CRONIN MARINE REPAIR
Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
LIC. 837274
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ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

559-662-0336

hvacbysam@sbcglobal.net
www.huckabeeshvac.com

8/08

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent Place your ad TODAY at 645-0634
Click on “Local News” at
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BACK TO SCHOOL Special
Refurbished Laptops
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Lots of New & Used Computers

645-0122 • next to the Pizza Factory

37184 Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE
674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976
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Fine Quality Craftmanship

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

Precision Collision Repair

THE UP SIDE
Growing older is mandatory;
growing up is optional.
We make a living by what we earn
while we make our life by what we give.
September ’s Birthday and Anniversary luncheon (or breakfast if
you want it) will be held on Saturday,
Sept. 20 at 11 a.m. at the Yukon Jacks,
Highway 99 and Herndon in Fresno.
Hope to see you there! The August
celebration was held at the Little Red
Caboose in Clovis. We had many
members and their friends there to
enjoy the WONDERFUL FOOD!
Everyone seemed to have a good time.
BINGO is being held on the
FIRST and THIRD Tuesdays each
month from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Come join
the fun!
In the senior years, many need
someone to laugh with, so come join
our Thursday evening potlucks with
games played afterward. There is a lot
of fun here. Remember laughter is
good for your body and soul and
being happy does not mean everything
is perfect – it means you have decided
to see beyond the imperfections!
More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch
program Monday through Friday at
11:30 a.m. Suggested price for 60
years and older is $1.75. Reservations
are needed a day in advance so remember to call Joann at 645-4864. We
have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.
The participants are getting more than
just exercise by attending. They have
fun and share laughs. There is still
room for you and you can attend all
three days or just one or two of them.
The Line Dancing class has changed
to Wednesdays at 1 p.m. This is fun
and also a great way to exercise. The
Watercolor Painting class has also
changed. It is now scheduled on

Thursdays from 3 to 5 p.m. No prior
watercolor experience is needed. The
instructor can be reached by calling
645-1137. You do not need to be a
member to attend these classes. We
have a large group, but there is always room for one more: you! Fill
your car with your friends or neighbors. They will enjoy finding new
friends here, too! Come in and check
these classes out!
Up and Coming Events
Sept. 6, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monthly
Sale
Sept. 20, 11 a.m. at Yukon Jack’s,
Birthday & Anniversary Celebration
Oct. 4, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monthly
Sale
Nov. 1-8, Eastern Caribbean Cruise
Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed,
call Joann at 645-4864)
Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?
Tuesday, BINGO, 1st and 3rd of
each month, 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15
to 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. card
BINGO
Wednesday, Line Dancing, 1 p.m.
Thursday, 3 to 5 p.m. Watercolor
Painting Class
Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then
Hand & Foot, Pinochle or other games
(Please bring your own plate and silverware)
Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.
Please feel free to come in and
visit our Senior Center and get acquainted with our members. We welcome you to come and be one of us
as our organization offers and promotes social, educational and civic
activities in order to provide a better
quality of life for all senior citizens.
You have received an invitation –
hope to see you soon?

HOME OWNERS • CONTRACTORS • PARTIES • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
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GOLD GLASS

• Frame Straightening
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Insurance Claims Welcomed

FREE ESTIMATES

674-8591
www.The Ranchos.com

559-438-1100
11116 HWY 41 • Madera (Rolling Hills)
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let us therewith be content." When you die
you will leave everything behind. You
never see a hearse pulling a trailer. Learn to
appreciate what you have without always
wanting something more, bigger, newer.
Principle #4 - Sharing. This means I
must give to others in need. Proverbs
11:24-25 "One man gives freely, yet gains
even more. Another withholds unduly but
comes to poverty. A generous man will
prosper. He who refreshes others, will himself be refreshed." The Bible says that sharing with those in need is more than charity;
it's smart finances. You're not throwing it
away when you give some money to somebody in need; it's an investment. Proverbs
19:17 "He who is kind to the poor lends to
the Lord and He will reward him for what
he has done." God says, when you give to
someone in need – you share with somebody who has a need in their life – God
says He accepts that as if it were an actual
loan to the Lord. That's amazing!
Principle #5 - Tithing. This means I
must give back to God. Proverbs 3:9
"Honor the Lord with all your wealth with
the first fruits of all your crops. Then your
barns will be filled to overflowing and your
vats will brim over with new wine." Tithing

is giving the first 10 percent back to God.
The principle is, put God first in your finances with the first ten percent right off
the top and He will help you.
The Bible teaches there are three purposes for tithing:
1. It has a past purpose. It shows our
gratitude. When I write out a check and
give I'm saying, "Lord, I'm grateful for the
fact that I realize if it weren't for You, I
wouldn't even have this."
2. It's a reminder for the present.
Deuteronomy 14:23 "The purpose of
tithing is to teach you to put God first in
every area of your life." When I write out a
check and give my offering it's reminding
me that God is first place.
3. It's a step of faith for the future. It is
saying, "God, I'm giving to You, realizing that
You're going to bless me back in the future.
I'm going to trust You to take care of me."
During the months of September
through November Flipside will be in a series titled “M & M: Mating and Moola.” It’s
about making our marriage and money
work like they should. I want to invite you
to learn with us how to make our marriage
and our money be blessed.
Blessings, Pastor Karl
Flipside Christian Church

BYPASS cont. from P. 2
tion is a stretch from approximately Road 39½ and Road 36 that was to
be determined by input from Ranchos residents, namely did we want up
to six lanes down the center of the Ranchos or a bypass that would divert
the fast-moving commuter traffic from point A to point B. The bypass
suggestion also addressed leaving the center of the community to continue and develop its identity and main street character.
As the Aug. 27 meeting began, Bigelow again said, “We are here
again to try and find out what the residents of the area want; we are not
here to enforce our will, we are here to work on your behalf.” And, as in
past meetings, County Staff including planners and engineers attended
the meeting and made another presentation explaining the traffic problems and potential solutions. Madera County Regional Management
Agency Director Ray Beach said, “We are going to keep coming back and
explain things until you will be tired of seeing us,” referencing the number of several town-hall meetings over the past several months that had
already taken place dealing with this subject.
But at the meeting on Aug. 27 the mood of the packed Senior Center
was one nearing exasperation about the ordeal. Several people asked what
the continued purpose of the meetings was when no one from the community ever spoke up in favor of widening Avenue 12. Attendees pointed
out that the consensus at every meeting every time had been for a bypass
of Avenue 12. Bigelow agreed and the County will now begin moving forward with the necessary steps to make a bypass a reality.
County Staff explained that the first task will be to prepare a letter for
the County’s Board of Supervisors’ approval of the project, which could
occur within a month. Once the Board approves the project the county engineers will prepare a study and provide alternatives that will be presented to the community for comment over approximately the next three
to six months. At these public hearings everyone will be able to speak
their minds and let their opinions be known. A complete design of the
project including approvals may take a total of approximately two years
from today.

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?
Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood insurance (or eliminate it completely).
You can't afford to wait any longer,
so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.
645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815
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Lic. #PLS 5815

36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

Golden Valley Martial Arts
Bully-Proof your kids and
get in the Best Shape
of your life.

Parents!
Train with your children.
Ask about our special Family Rates.
Learn: Seieido, Taekwondo, Mixed Martial
Arts, Jujitsu, Self-Defense against
Multiple Opponents,
Weapon Disarms.
8/08
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Attend as many classes as you want for no extra charge.
We require NO Contracts. There are NO Testing fees.
Private Lessons Available!

Contact Master Johnson
www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com

559-917-5262

Click on “Local News” at
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D.O.G. cont. from P. 4
morning, I did not understand why there
was such a big rush, then I made a discovery: The Board wants no part of running the government.
Every aspect has been delegated, and
farmed out.

For example, take the Resource Management Agency (RMA). I have been increasingly alarmed by the scope and the
power that RMA has amassed. I was
working on the assumption that Ray
Beach, RMA Planning Director, was in
the process of consolidating a power base.
I like Ray and I have had several conver-

sations with him about County issues and
what he sees for our future. I agree with
much, if not most, of what he has seen fit
to share with me – Special Districts and
some of the Engineering Department project fiascos aside.
However, I feel RMA and Mr. Beach
have far exceeded what a County depart-
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ment should be directing.
We the people are represented by the
Board.
The Board determines policy and direction for the County after thoughtful and
open consideration with public input. The
Board then gives “staff”/Department
heads their marching orders. I just realized the Board wants no part of their portion of this equation. Much like in the case
of the budget, the Board wants Staff to
make the hard choices and take all of the
heat while the Board sits on fourth floor
of the “Granite Palace” taking the credit.
Unfortunately, very little true direction
comes out of this $40+ million dollar edifice to the pompous arrogance of our
government.
I have been criticizing Ray Beach for
making policy decisions for the County,
but as I look back over the past couple of
years, I can see he had no choice. I can recall hearing him asking the board for direction and getting very little. When you
as a department head have enough hot potatoes thrown your way you figure out it is
up to you to deal with it on your own.
Back when I worked for the State
some would say it was better to beg forgiveness than to ask permission, at least
that way something will get done. What
we are left with is five individual supervisors each poking at department heads
with their own individual agendas. I have
decided that the reason this manner of
government has evolved is:
1. If you – as a supervisor – take up
an issue at the Board meeting there is a
chance it could be voted down and you
could lose everything.
2. If you – as a supervisor – push an
unpopular idea, you could lose votes.
3. If you deal with the Department
heads one on one and behind closed
doors, you can bully them into doing at
least a portion of what you want to accomplish. If the idea is unpopular you sit
back and let the department head take the
heat.
This of course screws up everything,
the chain of command falls apart and staff
are running in five different directions at
the same time. (This is where the joke that
a camel is a horse designed by a committee comes in.)
It is not possible to have a County
government run effectively by five individual supervisors. The County must be
run by the “Board” of Supervisors.
D.O.G. Future - Pamela (my wife)
and I had a long talk. We decided the old
D.O.G. still has some fight in him. I remember a line from a movie that keeps
running through my head: “It is not only
my right to question my government … it
is my responsibility!”
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STUDENTS: BOOK YOUR
SENIOR PORTRAITS NOW!
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HOMEOWNERS! • FARMERS!
We Design

Irrigation
Systems

Pumps • Tanks • Tools
All Irrigation & Filter Supplies

Residential Fertilizers
Herbicides & Insecticides

99
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everything wet.
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501 N. GATEWAY DRIVE

Never mow your
lawn again!

See our full display of
Synlawn synthetic
lawns.

501 N. Gateway Drive • Madera, CA 93637
Ph: 559-673-9269 • Fax: 559-673-9260
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LIBRARY cont. from P. 8
returns to find her. Her complex relationship with her mother who is protecting a whole colony
of battered women and children living on the island, and her uncle who is the head of a religious cult, add intensity and depth to this fascinating story, as do the local witches who dress
up and play to the tourists. The detective, John Rafferty, who is searching for the missing
Eva, adds some normalcy to the plot, yet could have had more character development. His
troubled past is hinted but not explained. The story is spell-binding and leaves much over
which to ponder. Great read for those who are looking for something different.
Juvenile Fiction: The Master’s Apprentice by Rick Jacobson and illustrated by Laura Fernandez and Rick Jacobson. Marco has been trained by his father in Venice to create vibrant colors
of paint used by the famous artists of the time.
Because of this skill, Marco is hired by
Michelangelo as a junior apprentice to work
under a senior apprentice named Ridolfo in the
city of Florence. Jealousy and meanness dominate Ridolfo’s thinking as he continually puts
Marco in the path of Michelangelo’s wrath.
Fortunately Marco is able to create a prized
emerald color using a secret recipe given to
him by his father and remains a valued apprentice to Michelangelo. This is a short
story giving only a peek at what life may
have been like for during the famous Renaissance period, but good as an introduction or compliment book about
Michelangelo for children.
Check out these books and more
at the library and don’t forget your library card … don’t leave home
without it!

Page 16

August 2008

“Back to School” Kicks Off the 2008-2009 School Year

Golden Valley Unified School
Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

By Superintendent Sarah Koligian
Dear Parents and Students,
Greetings and welcome back
to the new school year in Golden
Valley Unified School District. I
hope that you and your children
had a wonderful and relaxing summer vacation and that you are
ready to kick-off the 2008/09
school year with much excitement
and enthusiasm! As your Superintendent, I know I am truly looking
forward to meeting each and every
one of you and working in part-

At Webster Elementary, they
were lining up early for the first day of
classes.

nership with you to provide the
best education possible for all of
our students.
We kicked off the school year

with our Management
Team Charge Session
which was held on August
4th at Scout Island in
Fresno. Our team of administrators and managers
spent the day focusing on
our goals for the year as
outlined in our District
Strategic Plan, thinking
“outside the box” embracing our leadership roles
for the year and reviewing
the new management upDistrict dates for the school year.
We culminated our day on
the San Joaquin River,
learning how to canoe and
how to rely on each other as a
team. We learned the safety tips
and skills necessary to keep our
canoe on course, how to stay out
of the bushes and how to stay
afloat. After our canoeing experience we compared and contrasted
these skills to those that are required of us as leaders. It was an
extremely productive day and a
great way to further solidify our
leadership team.
All GUVSD staff met for
their first day back to work on August 11th for our District Inservice.
We introduced newly hired staff,
recognized staff with perfect attendance from last year as well as
staff who have worked for
GVUSD for five/10 years. I had
the opportunity to share our new
motivation focus for the school
year by summarizing the book that
we read over the summer titled,
How Full Is Your Bucket, by Tom
Rath and Don Clifton. We are
using the concept of adding
“drops” to each others buckets as
symbols of positive reinforcement
throughout the course of the year.
Using the “bucket” concept, my
Superintendent’s message to kick
off the year was to celebrate all the

drops that were added to our
bucket in the past year to give us a
full bucket to kick off the new
school year. We reviewed the target goals as they relate to the Dis-

Principal Scott Teft greets Sierra
View Elementary’s first day arrivals
before class.

trict Strategic Plan through 1)
Instruction and Assessment; 2)
Communication; 3) Safety; 4) Facilities and 5) Finance. We culminated our day with the first-ever
school/department Spirit Rally to
show off our pride as members of

The attendance office at Liberty
High was jumping on the first day of
classes.

the GVUSD team. The competition was rigorous as teams competed for the highly sought after
“spirit stick”. Even though each
team’s cheer was highly competitive, the judges awarded the
GVUSD “spirit stick” to Webster
Elementary.
Staff anxiously greeted students back on August 13th for their
first day of school. It is always

one of my favorite times of the
year as I see student’s smiling
faces as they are greeted by their
bus drivers, principals, teachers,
office staff, custodians and all
other support staff. Our children
are making new transitions in their
school careers by either starting
school for the first time, going to
school for a full day rather than a
half day, beginning a new middle
school or high school, entering one
of our schools from another district, or meeting their new teacher.
Whatever the situation, the
GVUSD staff at the school and
district level is committed to the
following:
Providing the best education
possible for all students
Providing a safe, secure and
caring learning environment
Meeting students where they
are academically and helping
them progress forward to meet
their potential
Developing well-rounded students who are actively engaged in
co-curricular activities that mold
them into good citizens both in and
out of school
As parents, we play an incredibly important role in our children’s educational future. I know
we have an extremely dedicated
parent community in Golden Valley and I continue to encourage
each of you to become involved in
your child’s education from
kindergarten through their senior
year. There are many opportunities for parents to support their
children at school and at home.
We are more than willing to work
with you as partners in your child’s
education as we prepare them to
become productive members of
our society. I will be scheduling
regular
Superintendent/Parent
Coffee meetings throughout the
school year to have an opportunity

to meet parents and to share updates with you. I also want to hear
from you about your hopes and
dreams for your children and for
our district. If you are not able to
attend these meetings, you are always welcome to contact me at the
District Office at 645-7500 or
email
me
at
skoligian@gvusd.k12.ca.us.
As we embrace the new school
year, I want to remind each of us
that leadership is everyone’s job
and our children are counting on us.

The seventh and eighth graders
were on hand as Ranchos Middle
School opened its doors.

“Whether we are called
upon to be involved in leading
government or business, guiding young minds, leading a
family, standing for what is
right, or organizing a dinner, a
carpool, or a household, everyone has a leadership role to
play.”
- Michael McKinney

Educational Options Principal
Jim Green, second from left, welcomes three new students to class.

Click on “Local News” at
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Projects Advance at Golden Valley
During the weekas well as a new sound
end of Aug. 9, Road 36
system. Power was also
reopened just east of
extended to the baseball
Liberty High School.
field for scoreboards
In the span of approxiand future construction
mately two months,
at LHS. Expect no more
underground improvediesel generators to light
ments for drainage
our facility.
were made to Road 36,
Construction connew sidewalks and a
The work at Ranchos Middle School tinues on Ranchos Midnew intersection with is progressing right on schedule.
dle School and the
Avenue 12 ½ were
project is progressing
added. The project was originally slated to quite well. Our Governing Board of
be completed in late August, however Tri Trustees visited the site with the construcCounties Paving committed to the project tion manager in early August. RMS staff
in conjunction with Golden Valley Unified also visited the site prior to the start of the
School District, Harris Construction and the new school year. Fifteen prime contractors
County of Madera to complete the project are continuously being coordinated by Harprior to the new school
ris Construction to stay
year.
on task and on schedAlso completed in
ule. Gym walls have
this time frame was the
been raised and steel
Liberty High School
erection continues on
Sportsfield
Lighting
the remainder of buildProject. Tim Trull Elecings. Work is being foltric Co, Inc. was the
lowed closely so that
prime contractor for this
the buildings are winproject. Football lights
terized prior to the arnow adorn the campus
In addition to new lighting and sound, the rival of our fall and
at Liberty High School scoreboard now sits at the north end of the field. winter seasons.
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FREE and REDUCED-COST MEALS
are NOW AVAILABLE

AT ALL GOLDEN VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOLS!
To see if you qualify, contact your child’s school

TODAY!

GV Admin Works on Teamwork

Paddling canoes down the San Joaquin River was an exercise in coordinating as a team.

“Thinking outside the box” in a group was also part of the problem solving exercises.

Funny how a little miracle can
bring a family back to church.
She needs all the love and guidance
you can give. And then some. We can help.
To strengthen the moral and spiritual examples
you set for her and help her ﬁnd her place

Where there’s plenty of room for you, too.
Why Not Check Us Out?
Sundays 10:30 a.m. at the Central Valley Lutheran Ministry Christian Mission Center
Meeting at 36875 Avenue 12 • the corner of Avenue 12 and Loren Way
centralvalleychristians.org • 559-324-1144
www.The Ranchos.com

8/08

in God’s family.

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

Dear Editor,
I was shocked to see in the July issue
of the Ranchos Independent newspaper the
story of Will Everett arrested for suspicion
of burglary and possession of stolen property. The bail set for $15,000 over a pair of
stolen chaps worth $200. In the picture is a
set of saddle bags he BORROWED and a
saddle he BORROWED. The picture didn't
come from a "Mule Rider’s Photo Album,"
it came from another person on the trip to
Montana De Oro. It was the first time Will
had ever seen the ocean.
The blond-haired, blue-eyed boy mentioned in the article has a record for drugs
along with his “dumpster diving Dad.” I do
without a doubt belive that said father and
son gave Will the “stolen chaps.”
Will is a honest, hard working young
man. Always there in a pinch to feed when
needed. Always helpful with cleaning stalls
or carrying in the groceries. If he needed
something he would ask to borrow it.
Whether it be a trailer to take someone
else’s sick horse to the vet or a tool to work
on someone else’s equipment. A funny, soft
spoken person that is great with any kind of
animal which are the truest judges of character as far as I am concerned.
Name Withheld Upon Request
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
Thanks to the Independent, Sup
Bigelow and staff from Madera Co. for the
meetings on the Avenue 12 bypass.
Now that some of us have moved on
from the Avenue 9 option, the decision of
an Avenue 12 bypass appears to be a unanimous option. At least from those in attendance at the Aug. 20th meeting. I did not
hear anyone in opposition bring up an argument for the widening of Avenue 12.
How will we determine the opinion of
the entire community? I would suggest we
use a ballot, which would be handed to each
voter at the Liberty High School polling
place at the next election in November. I assume the LHS polling spot covers everyone
in the Ranchos. It would be a separate ballot from the National/State ballot, in a separate envelope and placed in a separate box
which would be given to Supervisor
Bigelow. Perhaps have an unbiased group
count the vote, like the student body officers of LHS. This might give them a lesson
in civics. Place any and all questions the
county may deem necessary on that page.
Have a sample ballot on the back page of
the Independent prior to the election so

everyone may read and understand it before
going to the poll.
There should be at least two, maybe
three Independents before the election. Perhaps anyone opposed to the bypass, and for
the widening of Avenue 12 through the
Ranchos, can make their case prior to the
election.
Just an idea. I appreciate the opportunity to have these community meetings.
Bob Campbell
Madera Ranchos

The people caring for me say you must love
me because I am well behaved and obedient. I don’t
chew things or potty in the house even if left alone. I
am intelligent, playful and loving, even with the cat.
They put an ad in the “found” column
of the Madera Tribune and signs at the Ranchos cafe, Ranchos Market, Pete’s and on the
message board by the Sheriff’s office.
No one responded.
I have three small dogs to play with but
I miss you and I want to come home.
Please call me at 559-903-9888. Ask for
“Hitch.” I don’t want to go to the pound.

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something to line
the birdcage, we want to hear from you.
Send your letters to:

The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93638
or

FAX 645-4002
or

Dear Editor:
What is it exactly that merits a 1/3
color page ruining a young man’s chance of
working in this community ever again?
Many of Will [Everett’s] friends do not believe he even took the chaps, let alone
should be in jail at such a high bail. He is a
2l-year-old man trying to make a living. He
works well with horses, always polite and
helpful, and here is his photo in the paper
like he is already a convicted felon. Posting
a color picture of him with the accusatory
article seems harsh when he has not been
proven guilty of “taking” the $200 pair of
chaps.
I am one of the first people to have met
Will when he came from Oklahoma down
on his luck looking for work. He came by
regularly helping build fences and caring
for animals, never even wanting compensation but out of the goodness of his heart.
I find it especially interesting that there was
not one article regarding certain other community members who are now serving time
in prison for their felonies. Informing the
community of events transpired is a great
idea, however let’s be sure to not let personal vendettas or personal alliances dictate
information, and perhaps enlighten the
community of ALL that transpires. I am
sure the community would be shocked
about what doesn’t make the paper.

ranchosnews@theranchos.com

Ellen Fahrlender for Hitch
Madera Ranchos

COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance
Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711
tion
Installaw
No
le
Availab

8/08

266-6044

$

5 OFF

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

We Service
Most Major
Brands
Sé Habla Español

COUPON

Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2
Office 645-0716
Sunday
Kid’s Church..................8:30 & 10 a.m.
Worship......................10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Sunday School.......................8:30 a.m.
Youth...........................................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................7 - 8:30 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

8/08
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Get Ready to Ride

Name Withheld Upon Request
Madera Ranchos

If you want to ride, Circle B
wants to teach you.
(Editor’s Note: I present this letter in its entirety as I received it. RB)

• Children & Adults
• Beginner & Advanced
• English & Western
25 years of experience • on-site training
problem solving • show-quality horses
to own a horse!
you don’t even have

Dear Folks:
I am your little lost dog. I hitched a ride
about three weeks ago with two ladies in a white
van. They stopped to get me out of the street and
I climbed into their van. This was at the intersection of Topper and Blossom in the Ranchos.
I am a tiny black and mahogany mini-pincer. I look like a miniature Doberman Pincer.
At 5 pounds overweight I weigh 10 pounds.

559-474-7476
8/08

36685 Pauline Ave.
Madera Ranchos

Click on “Local News” at
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Ranchos Dance Group Wins 1st Place Get Up to Speed and Save at the Pump
By Christi McKinney
Part II of Two Parts

In July, Starforce Dance Headquarters went to Disneyland to the Creation Dance National
Competition. “Kids of the Future” performed by Lila Castillo, age 9, and Macy Jordan, age 9,
(left photo), took first place overall for a duet ages 12 and under. The Pom Mix (right photo) received a special judges’ award.

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

Quick, Fast
Results
CALL NOW!

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

LOSE WEIGHT
AND INCHES TOO

8/08

Look Good and Feel Great

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!
$
OFF

20

1st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are Very
Affordable”

224-6744

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana
8/08

Chad Harr

TRUCKING

CA# 142100

645-5363

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone
Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship
On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal
15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722

8/08

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna
Service Schedule
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution
For needy families. Everyone Welcome!
Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry
Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

www.The Ranchos.com

Purchase gas when it’s cooler outside: gas
becomes denser in cooler temperatures. Since
gas pumps only measure volume, not density,
you’ll get better gas mileage by fueling up in
cooler temperatures.
Don’t fill up when you’re down to a quarter tank: You’re hauling a lighter load as the tank
nears empty. Fuel up on low-cost days, statistically Tuesdays and Wednesdays. When you
need to fill up, fill up all the way; $10 trips to the
station mean additional travel time. Do it all at
once to save on time and efficiency.
Fill up before the holiday: Fill up at least
three days prior to a holiday when prices always
go up!
Don’t top off the tank! It wastes money
and is bad for the environment. The extra gas
evaporates within 10 minutes of driving off.
Take Care of Your Car!
Octane Levels: Most cars are designed to
run most efficiently on lower octane fuel.
Tuning up your car can increase your gas
mileage by 4 percent.
Changing your oil removes harmful substances from your engine and improves
mileage.
Changing your oil filter regularly can increase gas mileage by as much as 10 percent.
Keeping your tires properly inflated and
aligned can improve gas mileage by 3 percent.
Using steel belted radials can increase gas
mileage by 10 percent.
Take the junk out of your trunk! An extra 100
lbs. will reduce your fuel economy by 2 percent.
Keep mileage and service records: consider this information an early warning system
to make you aware of any potential problems
with your car.
Remove unnecessary accessories such as
roof racks, bike racks, ski racks or luggage carriers. They cause drag and reduce fuel effi-

ciency by as much as 5 percent.
Stay within posted speed limits. Gas
mileage decreases rapidly at speeds above 60
mph. Drive at a consistent speed. Avoid quick
acceleration and hard braking and use cruise
control whenever possible.
Avoid idling: Your car gets 0 miles per gallon when idling. Your engine warms up faster
when driving than it does when idling. Idling
wastes about a quart of gas every 15 minutes.
Avoid frequent stops and starts. Plan errands at off peak hours whenever possible.
When approaching a red light slow down
enough to avoid stopping. Take off slowly from
a full stop. Don’t peel out! This is the one single adjustment that will have the greatest affect
on your gas mileage.
Don’t tailgate! Maintain a safe distance,
this will help avoid unnecessary accelerating
and stopping and is much safer. Also ignore tailgaters! This is a dangerous practice and will
jeopardize your safety. Move over and allow
them to pass as soon as it’s safe.
Parking: Don’t spend 10 minutes cruising
the parking lot for the closest space. Find the
first convenient spot and park there for the duration. Consider the walk between stops an
added health benefit!
Steer clear of gas savings gadgets: The
Federal Trade Commission advises consumers
that nearly all gas-saving devices do not work,
and some even decrease fuel mileage. Intake
twisters, gas pills and fuel line magnets do not
help mileage. Even if the mileage improvement
claims were true, they often cost enough to
negate any potential savings. For a full list of
tested products, visit their web site at
www.ftc.gov/SaveGas
Consider this … Is the huge, tricked out, gas
guzzling SUV necessary? Is it the status symbol
it used to be? If you regularly transport a soccer
team, maybe, but driving it back and forth to work
is a waste of money. Consider parking the SUV
and using a more fuel efficient vehicle for commuting. Don't drive more car than you have to!

No Mystery in Madera - It’s a Scam
The letters started arriving at homes as
far north as Vancouver, Ore., then in northern California and now in Madera. The
hook is the same: “MARTWHYTE, PLC,”
an alleged PR firm, offers a perspective
mystery shopper thousands of dollars to
spend at designated stores. Your job, if you
choose to accept, is to pose as a shopper and
judge customer relations. MARTWHYTE,
PLC promises flexible hours assuring the
mystery shopper will be paid to shop and
dine-out plus “… get free meals, free merchandise, free services, free entertainment,
free travel and more.”
Sheriff John Anderson says this mys-

tery offer is a hoax and so is the check issued to those who buy into it.
Anderson was alerted to the scam by a
Madera woman who said she answered an
ad for a mystery shopper published in her
local newspaper. After responding and filling out a questionnaire she received a check
in the mail and was advised via email that
she would be given directions as to how and
where to spend the money.
For more information on this and other
mystery shopper scams, visit the Federal
trade
Commission’s
Website
at:
www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pubs/alerts/
mysteryalrt.shtm.
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Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory
Charisse Lindsay Stindt
Lic#0616281

Auto • Home • Life
DISCOUNTS

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. #103 • Madera Ranchos

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

sin
1970ce

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

(559) 645-4124

FRANK KRAMER

INSURED
LIC. #273099

Jo-De DRILLING

VELVET TOUCH
CAR WASH
& DETAIL

B.M.T.
Computer Repair
(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

645-6630

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.
Retired FPD 26 yr.
Certifications:
A+/Network +
Ca. Lic.#79328
Microsoft Cerified Pro

nothing outlasts pavers!
www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

442-1999
Lic. #306511

HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

Diana J. Tucker
Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

381-5879 559-454-8060
RANCHO HANDYMAN

owner/broker

office
fax

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments
License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

me make it simple
LetThere’s
more
to a mortgage than
just getting a loan.
Let me help you find
therightloanforyour
financial situation.

559-907-9465
559-658-7611 x204

• Professional
photography
• Personalized
unique gifts
• Gift certificates

Plumbing • Light Electrical • Fans
Sprinklers • Carpets • Painting
Wood Construction and Remodels

www.hartsphotographs.com

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.
We now do A/C
service and repair.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

& Lonas Del Valle
Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas

Auto, Truck, Motorhome,
4x4, Automatic/Standard

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

License #B0006328

Danny’s

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)
• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition
• Light Concrete Hauling

Call Danny Powell at
559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

atthews

lmatthews@acceptancecapital.com

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

MZC Valley Green
Hydroseeding
Wayne Jones
Business

Pager

645-8528

489-7859

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Welding & Fabrication

call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

(559) 645-4351

645-1918 645-5527 ask for Ohan 645-4475 559-313-8407
Before you call an expensive contractor, call me for a FREE ESTIMATE

Linda M

• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation

Ranchos Auto Repair AWNINGS
& Chuck’s Transmission

Tom Kellner

Kellner & Sons’ Properties

For the Love of Dogs

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

& TRACTOR SERVICE

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

Notary in the HIGH QUALITY ROGER PRATER
GATE SYSTEMS
CONCRETE
Ranchos!
Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Interlocking Pavers

Professional
Dog Training

Ever Growing For Your Needs

B&M

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

Auto & Truck Parts
Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00
Madera Ranchos Plaza

YAMAHA99
A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc.

AUTHORIZED DEALER

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

645-1570

645-4545

• Weekly Service
• Full Service
• Equipment
• Supplies
• Residential • Commercial
• Locally Owned
251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
cell after 5 p.m.
office

Valley Painting Co.
Trust your home to
a Licensed Painter
• Specializing in Interiors and Exteriors
• 30 Years Experience in the Valley
• The Highest Quality Materials
• Licensed and Bonded

275-7387 • cell307-9180
Click on “Local News” at
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Business Directory
FIRE TECH SYSTEMS
LIC. #837274

Installation & Repair
Commercial & Residential
24 Hour Service

5 Years Certification
Lic. #777780

Ron Cody 559-903-0586
firetech1@comcast.net

Clark’s Performance
• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering
Jeff Clark

559-662-0336
559-438-8260
Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

A
Delightful
Touch
Beauty Salon, Hair, Nails,
Pedicures & Gifts

645-1578
Ron’s
Services
Painting

• On Budget
• On Time
• Interior
• Exterior
• Cabinets
• Drywall
• Faux Finish
• Texture Repair

26 Years Experience

641-7783

974-4382

CA Cont. Lic. #495256

645-8323
37164 AVE. 12 #103
MADERA RANCHOS

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

JEAN
BRINER

Today!
(559) 645-0634

The Ranchos Independent

Since 1984

Eileen Tiso - Owner
Resale • Foreclosures • Rentals
Property Management Available

559-645-1102

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL •
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •
• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

CALL BOB

289-1743
To Advertise
CALL
645-0634

cell 559-706-0301

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your honesty might upset some people, but you inevitably win
more admirers for having the courage to tell the truth when others are more likely to scramble for
cover.
TA U R U S ( A p r i l 2 0 t o M a y 2 0 ) Your efforts to defend your project begin to show favorable
results. You should soon be able to win over even the most determined detractors who had lined up
against it.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You win praise for your selfless efforts in a very difficult situation. But be careful not to allow your generous nature to be exploited by those who have their own
agenda.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A trusted colleague sheds light on a recent spate of puzzling
workplace situations. This should give you the information you need to bring to your superior's
attention.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) A shift in workplace management could be helpful for talented Leos
and Leonas who have been waiting to have their accomplishments rewarded by receptive leadership.
V I R G O ( A u g u s t 2 3 t o S e p t e m b e r 2 2 ) A misunderstanding between you and someone you
care for should be corrected immediately. This relationship is too important to lose over a bruised ego.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A welcome piece of good news helps clear the air in a
family situation. A job-related incident also eases as more information provides a clearer focus on the
problem.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Quick action to heal bruised feelings pays off in a big
way. Now you'll be able to move forward with your plans without that problem holding you back.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your creativity combined with a positive attitude should give you a considerable edge in finding a way to get around the negativity you've run into.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) That sudden streak of stubbornness could cause
some problems. Try to be more open to helpful suggestions and more flexible in making needed
changes.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Now that that special relationship appears to be
well and truly restored, you can spend more time dealing with those long-needed workplace changes.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A new opportunity sounds promising. But watch out for any
conditions that might be attached. Before making a decision, ask that each one be explained in detail.

36946 Ave. 12 • Madera, CA 93636

www.The Ranchos.com

(c) 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.

Born this Week
You can be distracted by promises of good times, yet you
ultimately reach the goals you set for yourself.

August 2008

TRIVIA TEST

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What
was the name of the priest who
founded Boys Town?
2. ANATOMY: What is a more common name for horripilation?
3. SCIENCE: What do serologists
study?
4. MOVIES: What was the name of
the main character in "The Saint"
series of films?
5. LITERATURE: Who wrote the
memoir "Life on the Mississippi"?
6. GEOGRAPHY: The Douro River
flows through which two countries?
7. TELEVISION: What is the theme
song for the reality TV show
"Cops"?
8. MUSIC: How many copies does a
record have to sell for it to go platinum?
9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What kind
of animal is a gerenuk?
10. MYTHOLOGY: What aspect of
life or death was governed by the
Roman god Janus?

Answers
1. Father Edward Flanagan
2. Goose bumps
3. Blood serum
4. Simon Templar
5. Mark Twain
6. Spain and Portugal
7. "Bad Boys"
8. 1 million
9. Gazelle
10. Janus was the god of gates and
doors, beginnings and endings
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Olympic Games was four hours of
the most incredible job of choreographing 19,000 people to put on a
lesson in Chinese history. I had the
feeling while I was in China that
this was a strong country and a people that are going to play a large
part on the world stage. China has
every right to be proud.
All of Golden Valley teachers
and students have new math books
this year. That means that the teachers will have to make some adjustments in the way that they teach
math. Assistant Superintendent
Andy Alvarado put together math
training for our K-6 teachers on how
to use the new math textbooks. I am
glad to hear that the teachers are excited to use these new math books. I
have been concerned from the very
beginning about Golden Valley’s

math scores. I am hoping that these
new textbooks based on the California standards will bring the district
scores up. On Aug. 12, California
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Jack O’Connell announced that
California schools need to teach Algebra I to all 8th graders in the next
three years. Golden Valley has been
ahead of the game with teaching Algebra I at the 8th grade but not all of
our students were ready for it. I am
hoping that the new math program
will prepare Golden Valley students
to succeed in this difficult subject.
The September school board
meetings will be held on Sept. 9 and
Sept. 23 at the Liberty library at 6
p.m. I hope to see you there. The
new Community Guides are hot off
the presses. If you would like one
just stop by the local Chamber of
Commerce and pick one up. I keep
mine by the telephone.

23rd ANNUAL

Thank You!

A special thanks
to the people of
the Madera Ranchos for
supporting FIRE STATION 19.
we couldn t do it
without
you!

‘
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SUBSCRIBE!

The Ranchos



SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in
touch with what’s happening in the Madera Ranchos?

The Ranchos Independent 37167 Ave. 12 #5C • Madera CA 93636 Fax 559-645-4002

Bill Me

SPREAD THE NEWS!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com
Click on “Local News” at
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Real Estate
Nancy Watson
NEVER PAINT AGAIN!
Turn Your HOUSE into a DREAM HOME
with TEX•COTE instead of paint
sin
1970ce

•
•
•
•
•
•

SPECIAL!

Trenching
$
00
Sand Blasting
Patch
VINYL WINDOWS
W/COUPON
EXP. 9/30/08
Primer
Tex Cote
Paint Trim

400 OFF

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000
www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated, experienced agent work for “You!”
8/08

NEED MORE SPACE?

490-1989

8/08

Frank Kramer Exteriors 645-4113

DAVID PARKER
Realtor Associate

Lic. #273099

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings
many sizes and colors
from which to choose

www.davidparker.info
A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free selling or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you. 8/08

The Milgard Makeover

SAVE
ENERGY!
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!

559-269-1956

8/08

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

CCL
CCL #526211
#526211

To Advertise Call 645-0634
www.The Ranchos.com

Clearly a beautiful offer.

559-673-3583
ING
FINANCABLE
AV A I L . C .
O.A

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

8/08

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

Nothing increases energy efficiency
while reducing outside noise like awardwinning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard offers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.
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Classified
Alteration Services
Molly’s Alterations - 35 years experience - Tailoring, repairs, and leathers.
Fast service. Located at 36619 Ave. 12
or call 645-5527. Ask for Madlin.

Building Materials
Building Materials - Steel Buildings. Recession Inventory Discount. No Broker, No
Middleman. factory Direct to Site. Can Erect,
Cheap Freight. www.scg-grp.com. Source
#12B. Call 559-761-1160.

Construction
New construction, remodels, room additions,
barns and patios. Call 559-970-4476.

For Rent
For Rent - Office for rent on Avenue 12. 400 sq.
ft. Utilities paid. $375 per month. Call 999-9005.
For Rent - Ranchos Rentals Available. Call
645-1102. Agent.
For Rent - Ranchos Rentals Available. $975 to
$1,250 per month. Call 559-706-0310. Agent.
For Rent - House for Rent - Newly remodeled w/pool. 1/2 Acre. 3BR/2 1/2BA w/2 car
garage. $1,750. mo. Discount for long term
lease. 36184 Ruth. Call Jason at 905-7780.

For Sale

$7K sacrifice $1,450. Extra pieces available.
Call 559-447-5066.
For Sale – Pool Table. Solid carved
Wood. Never Used. 1” Slate, Leather
Pockets with accessories. Cost $5,000
sacrifice $1,450. Can deliver. Call 559275-8813.
For Sale – 1 All New King PILLOWTOP mattress set. In Plastic w/Warranty.
Cost $699 Sacrifice $275. Call 559-2772511.
For Sale - Dining Room Set - Solid Cherrywood, Double Pedestal Table w/2 Leaves, 6
Chairs, China Cabinet w/ Touch Lighting.
Cost $8K Sacrifice $1,950. Matching Buffet
$450. Call 559-438-0248.
For Sale – $175 Queen PILLOWTOP
Mattress w/Box. Never Used. Cost $599
Sacrifice $175. Can Deliver. Call 559-2300486.

Free
Free - To Good Homes - Seven bunnies to
be given away. White, gray or black. Call
645-0543.

Gutter Services
The Gutter Doctor specializing in both continuous and standard rain gutters. Unusual
jobs. Air conditioning service also available.
Yearly cleaning. 29 years working in the area.
Call 559-822-2759.

Help Wanted

Tractor Services

Help Wanted - Hair Stylist and Manicurist for
salon in the Ranchos. Call 645-8323.

Tractor work, discing, rototilling, weed cutting. Bobcat work, drilling post holes, trees,
trenching and clean ups. Call Neal at 645-1200
or 285-8211.

Home/Yard/Ranch Services
NEED CHEAP, BUT RELIABLE HOME,
YARD OR RANCH HELP? Landscaping,
hauling, tree and brush trimming/removal,
home improvement, general labor, etc. Call
Luke today! 559-367-5881.

Tractor work, house pads, lot leveling, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities installed.
Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-1500.

Window Cleaning Services
Nanny Services
All ages accepted. References available.
Ranchos resident. Call Olga. 559-9605314.

Window cleaning special. Most windows $5
inside/out. Screen and track included. Prices may
vary for non-standard windows. Hard water stain
and cobweb removal available. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free estim a t e s .

Painting Services
Gerald Scheffing Painting. “Best in the
West” for over 35 years. Call 674-2320.
Lic. #313070.
Painting Services - 40 years of experience. Licensed and insured. Frank
Kramer Exteriors. Call 645-4113.

Trade
Trade for Vacation - Late model pull
trailer. 28 ft. to 32 ft. with slideout.
1997 Freightliner 3-axle trailer low cab
sleeper. M11 Super 10. 11-22.5 rubber.
Light weight. Call 559-645-1200 or
559-285-8211.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN

Ranchos
Independent
The

645-0634
SUDOKU

For Sale - 1962 Studebaker Lark Daytona
Coupe. V-8, Automatic, Air Conditioning,
Power Steering. New wide whitewall B. F.
Goodrich Tires. Runs and drives great. 80,773
miles from new. $13,500. OBO. Call Bob at
559-645-7226.
For Sale – Evaporative Coolers - DINGS &
DENTS, GREAT PRICES. Call 209-392-6103.
For Sale – AQHA - Registered Appendix
yearling filly. 15.3 hands. AQHA mares in foal
for Palominos and Buckskins. Call 559-6455290 or 559-304-5073.
For Sale - Piano - Cable Imperial oak finish
upright piano. Good condition. Seldom used.
Bench included. $500. Call 559-448-8770.
For Sale - Bedroom Set. Estate Quality!
Solid Cherrywood, Dresser/Mirror, Nightstand, Sleigh Bed, Brand New in Boxes! Cost

Click on “Local News” at
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Keep it Simple ...
... with simply the best hand-made
aprons available in the Universe ...
... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

The Unisex Adjustable ©

the

Classic

Reversible
8/08

U.S.A. made, fully reversible and classic -yet
functional - styling with
your choice of material
on each side. Two
aprons for the price of
one!

A
N
S
W
E
R
S
www.The Ranchos.com

The Classic Reversible ©

©

only

30

$

00

+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)

To order today
call 208-855-0830
or
build your own at
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The
Future
is Here ...

559-363-9095
info@ranchoscom munity.com
8/08

