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At Long Last, a Plan,
A Location and Funding

By Randy Bailey

In a letter addressed to Madera County
Resource Management Agency Director
Ray Beach, area grower and future devel-
oper Igal Treibatch made an offer of land,
water and funding for
the purpose of creat-
ing a community
park for the Ranchos.

In the letter,
Treibatch says, “
would like to reiter-
ate our offer to the
County: We will do-
nate 5 acres of land
immediately; If,
within a reasonable
amount of time, the
community desires to
have a library or community center at this
park, we will also donate additional adja-
cent land; We will donate $50,000 in cash
or in kind towards the immediate develop-
ment of the 5-acre park; In addition, we will
increase the $10,000 donation we already

Ranchos Community Park a Reality?

committed to, and increase it to $50,000 to
go to Madera County for their use on es-
sential services; All water needs for irrigat-
ing the 5-acre park would be provided by
us from our existing wells; We are willing
to discuss the funding of the costs of the
park’s maintenance costs for the next two
years.”

Add to this offer the fact that Madera
County has approximately $185,000 set
aside specifically for
a park in the Ran-
chos, but those funds
have a deadline at-
tached to them by
which the money
must be spent or it
will be lost.

The Golden Val-
ley Chamber of Com-
merce is drafting a
letter of support for
the project and it’s
likely other commu-
nity groups will join in support once the
word gets out.

With community involvement and
maintained pressure on the County, a com-
munity park for the Ranchos could become
a reality -- and sooner than you might think.

Firefighters Look to “Fill the Boot”
For I\/Iuscular Dystrophy Donation

Volunteers and gracious donors from the
Ranchos helped raise over $9,000 in 2009, an
amount firefighters hope to double this year on
Friday, April 30.

Firefighters from CAL FIRE, Madera
County Fire and Madera City Fire will be
hitting the streets this Friday, April 30. Last
year just over $9,000 was collected for the
Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA)
from generous Madera County contribu-
tors. It is the goal of local firefighters to
double that amount for this year but it can
only be done with your help.

Firefighters will be starting at 6:30
a.m. and will be out until 2 p.m. at most in-
tersections. The intersections will be Road
36/Ave. 12 and Road 36/Ave. 15 in the

Madera Ranchos; Cleveland/Schnoor,
Howard/Schnoor and Tozer/Yosemite in
Madera; and Hwy. 41/Hwy. 49 in Oakhurst.
You may also drop off donations at any
Madera County Fire Station.

Last year, thanks to the generosity of
the residents of California, CAL FIRE Fire-
fighters made the third largest donation in
the nation. Please help us achieve our goal
and help “Fill the Boot.”

Candidate Night Set for Ranchos

Replacement Candidates for Radanovich and Villines Seats
Will be On Hand at Ranchos Middle School Friday, April 30

Following on the heels of a very suc-
cessful Candidates” Forum for local offices
that was held on Friday, April 23 at the new
VFW Hall in Madera, the Republican Party
of Madera County is hosting a second event
Friday, April 30 at Ranchos Middle School in
the Ranchos for state and federal candidates.

Ranchos Middle School, located at
12220 Ave. 36, will host candidates vying for
termed-out State Assemblyman Mike
Villines’ seat and retiring U.S. Congressman
George Radanovich’s position. Those invited,
and the offices they are trying for, addition-
ally will include:

Assembly District 25
Bill Conrad

Janice Keating

Teri Murrison
Kristin Olsen

Kurt Vander Weide
Jesse James White

Assembly District 29
Linda Halderman
Don McKinney

Bob Whalen

State Senate, District 14
Tom Berryhill

Tim Campi

Heidi Fuller

Bret de St. Jeor

Tom Marsella

U.S. Congressional District 19
Jeff Denham

Richard Pombo

Jim Patterson

Larry Westerlund

At the event held one week earlier in
Madera, every invited candidate showed up

for the event.

The doors will open at 5:30 p.m. and the
event will take place between 6 p.m. and 9
p.m. The format for the Forum will be the
same as the one held earlier for the local can-
didates. Candidates will sit at tables on the
stage facing the audience, arranged in alpha-
betical order within groups of candidates
within their respective offices, Assembly Dis-
trict 25 through U.S. Congressional District
19.

Questioning will be by reporters from the
Madera Tribune and the Ranchos Independ-
ent, who will take turns asking questions;
however, throughout the evening, the Moder-
ator will interject questions from the audience
which have been chosen by the Selection
Committee. Candidates each are given 90 sec-
onds for an opening statement and 90 seconds
to answer questions from reporters and the au-
dience.

At approximately 8:30 p.m. the question-
ing will cease and each candidate will be given
90 seconds to provide a closing statement.

Throughout the event the candidates’ re-
sponses will be timed and if the earlier Forum
was any indication, the time allowances will
be strictly enforced. With a group this large
it’s the only way to adequately give each can-
didate an opportunity to speak and to allow
for additional rounds. Timekeepers will give
notice at 30 seconds and at 10 seconds and a
bell sounds when time is up. If everything
goes as smoothly as it did at the Madera
Forum there should be three complete rounds
of questioning.

Democracy in action. A chance to get to
talk to the people who ultimately could be
serving us both in Sacramento and Washing-
ton. Come out to Ranchos Middle School on
Friday, April 30 at 5:30 p.m. and ask those
tough questions that they never ask on T.V. It’s
free and there will be refreshments served.

A suspected prowler wound up behind
bars early on the morning of April 20 after
deputies responded to a 911 call from
Fender Avenue near Road 36 in the Madera
Ranchos. Deputy Toinie Jackson took 25-
year-old Jonathan Wells of Madera into cus-
tody shortly before 1 a.m.

Before Deputy Jackson arrived, Wells
was heard shouting profanities and banging
on the doors of one home demanding to be
let in. When questioned, Wells reportedly
insisted he was hanging out at a friend’s
house but couldn’t remember the friend’s

Suspected Drunk, Disorderly Prowler Caught in Ranchos

address. Wells also told the Deputy that he
lived just down the street. On further inves-
tigation it was discovered Wells actually
lived across town, approximately 6 miles
away.

Showing clear signs of being under the
influence, Wells was taken into custody and
transported to Madera County Department
of Corrections and booked on suspicion of
prowling and drunk and disorderly conduct.
According to the Department of Correc-
tions, Wells posted bail but is scheduled to
appear in court on May 17.

Jonathan Wells, 25, of Madera was ar-
rested April 20 on suspicion of prowling.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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THE D.O.G. HOUSE

DEMAND OPEN GOVERNMENT BY DALE DPROZEN

The candidate night put on by the
Madera County Republican Party on Fri-
day, April 23, was outstanding. The new
Veterans Building is great, the only negative
was the parking was almost filled and if the
event were any larger there would have been a problem because
of the “no parking” signs on Granada in front of the hall.

Incumbents generally patted themselves on the back/or stood
on their records and challengers came out challenging.

In the realm of style points or slips for their opponents | have
to give it to the incumbents across the board; questions were art-
fully dodged or turned into short stump speeches, except in the
case of District 2 with no incumbents, and District 5. In District
2 Candidate David Rogers in my opinion was the more dynamic
speaker, but they all had strong issues and seemed to be compe-
tent discussing them.

In District 5 both candidates had issues. Joe Alberta was
like a pit bull when he spoke, to the point where people were
squirming in their seats, pledging to not be a team player but to
fight for his district. Might want to tone it down a notch Joe. Is-
sues are important — keep on punching — but with some of the
hard looks | was wondering if a fight was about to break out.

Tom Wheeler stood on his record, “Controlled and Measured
Growth.”

Tom made an interesting choice to read his prepared opening
statement. It is always painful to hear Tom try to read some-
thing, but if that is the only way for him to avoid “... lost my
train of thought,” as he did at another point in the night, (his
words not mine), then go for it.

The only issue in need of a “FACT CHECK” was the State
Secure RE-entry Facility. Wheeler either flat out lied or is very
confused about just what it was he voted yes on a few months
ago. Wheeler said, when speaking of the prison, “We are still
looking at it ... if we are going to do it or not.”

District 1 Supervisor Frank Bigelow skillfully danced on the
head of the truth pin. He assure the crowd that the Board (Him)
would protect our interests through the process, but didn’t cor-
rect the error, leaving the impression — but not actually saying -
the Board is still considering the issue.

FACT: The Board already voted to accept and signed the
State contract. If this was selling a car, it went this way: Cali-
fornia waved $30 million in front of the Board. The Board’s col-
lective eyes, as they often do when considering issues, began
rolling like the reels on a slot machine then they jumped at the
deal. The Board signed the pink slip, handed over the keys and
filled the tank with gas.

The State has an “opt out” clause if they find something they
don’t like and the County has an “opt out” clause if the State de-
faults or does not pay. To my way of thinking it is down to if the
State wants to drive it home; they drive it and we stand on the
curb watching it happen.

There was another bomb shell. The question was asked about
taking a pay cut along with the employees. According to what
was said last night the current Board and other elected officials
have taken voluntary pay cuts but kept them secret. Twice at
Board meetings Bigelow stood all alone pledging to take a pay
cut along with the employees. Unfortunately, if you go back to
the tapes the camera operator was not fast enough to catch the
shocked reactions with heads bowed and papers being shuffled.

It was almost as it happens when | speak at the podium.

S

&=

Please see D.O.G.onP. 11

You don't have to
quess if [dmake a

good Supervisor,

S —

(Partial lists)
In Progress:

* New central garage to be done
this year

* Reconstruct & widening road
200 (Phase 3)

* Reconstruct & widening Ave 15
from road 28 to road 36

* New sheriffs’ station Oakhurst
this year

* New fire station Oakhurst

* Sidewalks along Ave 12 from
36t0371/2

+ Center turn lane Ave 12 from
36t0371/2

* New interchange at Ave 12 and
Hwy 99

* Reconstruct parts of road 400
from 415 to Rivergold

* Reconstruct Bridge at Yosemite
Springs Parkway

Accomplishments:

* New government center

* 8 new fire trucks

* 2 new 4000 gallon water tenders

+ 2 rebuilt 4000 gallon water tenders

+ 70 new 250 channel radios

* Training facility Station 19

* New Animal Control Center

* Road 200 Phase 2

* Reconstruction of Ave 12 (23 to 24)

* 6 new sheriffs'cars

* New safety gear for deputies

* Signal light Hwy 41 Road 200

* Signal light Hwy 41 entrance YLP

* Center turn lane Ave 12 36t0 37 1/2

* Signal light Hwy 41 Road 415

+ Signal light Lanes (bridge & Children’s Blvd )

* Reconstruct parts of Road 400

* Reconstructed Ave 13

* Reconstructed Road 36

* New water system Rolling Hills

* Newer fire facility Raymond Station 15

* Newer fire engine Raymond Station 15

* New well and water line - Ranchos

* Flood control improvements - Ranchos

* New County Juvenile Hall

* Full time staffing Station #19 & Station #9

* Created - The Madera County
Resource Management Agency

* Signal light at Ave 12 & Road 36

* Hwy 41 & San Joaquin River bridge

* Road 36 Sidewalks (Ave 12-121/2)

* Overlay Project Ave 12 (36-Hwy 41)

* Overlay Project Ave 13 (34 1/2- 36)

S UPERVIS OR

Paid for by Committee to Elect Frank Bigelow Supervisor District 1 2010, FPPC 980399.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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For Government,

By Rich Lowry

For most Americans, the Great Re-
cession has been an occasion to hold on
for dear life. For public employees, it's
been an occasion to let the good times
roll.

The percentage of federal civil ser-
vants making more than $100,000 a
year jumped from 14 percent to 19 per-
cent during the first year and a half of
the recession, according to USA Today.
At the beginning of the downturn, the
Transportation Department had one
person making $170,000 or more a
year; now it has 1,690 making more
than that.

The New York Times reports that
state and local governments have added
a net 110,000 jobs since the beginning
of the recession, while the private sec-
tor has lost 6.9 million. The gap be-
tween total compensation of public and
private workers has only widened dur-
ing the downturn, according to USA
Today. In 2008, benefits for public em-
ployees grew at a rate three times that
of private employees.

Public employees have developed
an inverse relationship to the rest of the
economy -- as it shrinks, shedding jobs
and cutting salaries, they draw on a
never-ending taxpayer bounty. It used
to be said that the Great Depression
wasn't so bad, if you had a job. The
Great Recession has practically been a

TheRanchog

Independent

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

Al contents of this publication are copyright 2010, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.

Al articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-
formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............ Publisher/Editor

Christi McKinney -- Reporter ¢ Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales

599-645-063
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THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“ TO BE YOUNG IN MY
GENERATION WAS
TO FEEL THAT
YOUR FUTURE
HAD BEEN MORT-
GAGED OUT
FROM UNDER
YOU, AND THAT'S
A TRAGIC MIS-
TAKE WE MUST
NEVER ALLOW
OUR LEADERS TO
MAKE AGAIN."

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

Good Times Roll

boom, if you have a government job.

Public employees can thank the
union label. In 2009, for the first time
ever, a majority of union members
worked in the public sector. Unionism
has been a long, secular decline in the
private sector (down to 7.2 percent of
all workers), but increasing in govern-
ment (up to 37.4 percent of all work-
ers).

These public-sector unions are
flush with cash, politically connected
and unabashedly self-interested. They
are an active and growing conspiracy
against the public fisc. The states where
they are most powerful -- California
and New York -- lumber toward insol-
vency. The federal government follows
not far behind, on the kind of diet geese
enjoy prior to becoming foie gras.

In the Golden State, the California
Teachers Association has all but be-
come a branch of state government. Its
exertions have given the state some of
the worst schools in the country -- and
the highest-paid teachers. California's
prison guards have a powerful union --
and also the highest salaries in the na-
tion. It's not a coincidence that Califor-
nia was reduced to issuing 10Us to
cover its obligations for a time last
year.

Government by and for the pub-
lic-employees unions is bankrupting,
both fiscally and ethically. In his
post-Massachusetts explanations of
why health-care reform stalled, Pres-
ident Barack Obama vaguely ac-
knowledged a few lapses in
transparency. But he never mentioned
the grossness inherent in inviting
union bosses to the White House so
they can exempt their members from
a tax. That would cut too close to the
bone, since it's hard to tell where the
unions end and the Democratic Party
begins.

"You must first enable the gov-
ernment to control the governed,"
James Madison wrote, "and in the
next place oblige it to control itself."
That's impossible if government em-
ployees use public funds to muster
themselves into a political machine
devoted to their own interests and ex-
pansion.

Rich Lowry is editor of the Na-
tional Review.

(c) 2010 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Madera Ranchos Library Prepares for Flatlanders Day Parade and Craft Fair

By Ellen Mester

Wk are gearing up for the 20th Annual Flatlander’s Day on May 8 with a parade down Avenue 12
from 10 am. until noon. This is the Ranchos community at its finest. Bring your lawn chair and gaze at
floats decorated by your local school groups, clubs, scout troops, church groups and elected officials.
Horses and fire trucks add excitement as they parade down Avenue 12 to the judges’ stand. Trophies will
be given for the “best of” in several categories. Before and after the parade browse the Craft Show which
opens at 8 am. with a wide assortment of original crafts and delicious food. You also will see several in-
formation booths and the Central \alley Blood Mobile. Remember, it never hurts to donate a pint of blood
when it could mean life to someone in need. If you are interested in participating in the Craft Show, con-
tact the Ranchos Library for an application. If youwould like to be a part of the Parade, contact the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce. This event is sponsored jointly by the Friends of the Ranchos Library and
the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.

Summer Reading Program

“Make a Splash—Read @ Your Library” is the theme of our 2010 Summer Reading Program. Our
kick-off party gets it all going on Thursday, June 17 at high noon with games, activities and prizes. Then
each Wednesday for the next six weeks we have a wonderful list of guest performers including the pop-
ular Mr. Bubble Man, Sonny Salisbury, musician and naturalist, who has written a special song for the pro-
gram that will make you want to sing along. Ve have a new magician, Chris Lopez, coming in July who
will amaze you. Omnipresent Puppets will tell the classic tale of The Fisherman and his Wife. Pirate Day
will shiver your timbers. And finally for our finale, Jamm’n Island Hula will teach us traditional Hawai-
ian Dances. All of these wonderful programs are free and are sponsored by our local community groups
and businesses and their purpose is to encourage children to continue reading throughout the summer by
attending library programs. For more details and the complete schedule contact the Ranchos Library at
645-1214.

Sorry ... we have been hearing complaints about the new hours especially from people trying to re-
tum books ontime. Remember that there are no late fees charged to your account for the days we are closed.
Just drop them off the first day we are open which is Wednesday at 11 a.m. Trust me when | say, itis hard
onall of us. Ranchos staff fills in at other libraries in Madera County on the days we are closed. That part
isn’tsobad. It’s coming back to amountain of work at the Ranchos Library that must be completed in less
time. But we will get through these rough times eventually.

Wednesday After-school Programs: Ve will continue our programs every \WWednesday at 2 p.m.
until June 1.

New Pre-school Story Time Day: Story time with Mrs. Anderson will now be every Thursday
moming at 11 am. Bring your pre-schoolers for a special hour of stories and fun.

Book Recommendations

Adult Fiction: The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel
Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows. It’s al-
ways such a pleasure to read fiction that makes you wonder if
itisn’t based on a true story. The setting is London 1946 where
writer Juliet Ashton has become famous for her wartime col-
umnwritten under the name of 1zzy Bickerstaff. Ina series of
correspondence to and from a variety of characters, Juliet’s
life unfolds — most importantly from a fellow named
Dawsey Adams who farms on the island of Guemsey in
the Channel Islands between England and France. Through
his letters, and those of fellow islanders who belong to the
Guemsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, he de-
scribes German occupation and the hardships they pre-
sented. Juliet, inspired by their courage, travels to
Guemnsey to gather their stories for abook. This story fas-
cinated me and I was struck by the epistolary and unique style.

Juvenile Fiction: by Rebecca Stead. Asafan of time travel, | was pleasantly surprised by the theme
of this 2010 Newbery Award Winner and the continual reference to Madeleine L Engle’s AWrinkle in Time,
woven into the plot. Plus, itwas a joy to have 1979 life in New York City where the story takes place. These
sixth grade latch-key kids knew how to look after themselves and even worked on their lunch hours ata

local sandwvich shop just for the fun of it! (They did get a free cheese sandwich
without the frills for their effort.) Miranda and her mother, a paralegal, live in
an apartment building where they actually hide a spare key in the fire hose in
the hallway. Not a problem until one day it is missing, and then little cryptic
messages on dried out paper start appearing in strange places. Miranda, whose
favorite book is AWrinkle in Time, puzzles over each new clue. Meanwhile,
she and her friends sort out the difficulties of sixth grade while avoiding the
street hazards such as the crazy laughing man who sleeps under the mail-
box. It’s not really a surprise ending but it feels quite complete.

—
Rericch Stoar

Check out these books and more at the Ranchos Library and don’t
forget your library card —don’t leave home without it!

Sales and Repair on All
Brands of Pool Equipment
Pool Service « Repair
Warranty Station

Green Cleans

SALE « SALE « SALE

y $426:99 $329. 99!

&

$8.89 |

$299.99

* Kreepy Kraul

(With $100 MAIL-IN REBATE)

* 40 Ib. Bag Pool Salt

(Will not stain pool. Contains NO yellow pigment.)

«[-\s.md Shark $395:99

(With $100 MAIL-IN REBATE)

+ Letro Legend $479:69 $379.99 _ﬂ_

Cleaner (With $100 MAIL-IN REBATE)

* Polaris and 10% OFF

Letro Bags

- 251h, E:ZCLOR Tabs 87495~
. 501h. E-ZCLORTabs $14:95

(With $12 MAIL-IN REBATE)

$ez 95‘
$102.95!

withcoupon $9.95

prices good through May 23, 2010

monday 102m:= 4'30 p.m. o tuesday - friday110 a.m. = b p.mie saturday! am: =12 p.m.

WIGHTWATERPOOLSUPPLY 37167 AVEX 125D
IMADERARANCHOSF 64 5-196 9

Click on ““Local News’ at
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GET IN THE GAME!
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SI1GN UP FOR

RANCHOS YOUTH FOOTBALL
DIVISION | AGE WEIGHT

Mlghty Mites 6,7&8 year olds (6 year olds must be 6 by Nov. 30) 95 |b. Welght limit

Pee Wees 8,9 & 10 year olds 120 Ib. weight limit

Juniors 10, 11, 12 & 13 year olds 10-12 weight limit 140 Ibs. 13 weight limit 95 Ibs.
Seniors 12, 13 & 14 year olds 185 Ib. weight limit

You caN REGISTER AT 0UR BOOTH AT THE FLATLANDERS DAY PARADE & CRAFT FAIR ¢ SATURDAY, MAY 8
SIGN Up AT FLATLANDERS PARADE 5/8/10

SIGN Up AFTER FLATLANDERS PARADE
$105 RETURNING PLAYER ¢ $130 NEW PLAYER $130 RETURNING PLAYER ¢ $155 NEVW PLAYER

L i B Kg
www.The Ranchos.com
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Letters

Dear Editor:

My cat got stuck in a tree for three
nights and four days. He was chasing a
bird up a tree and got stuck and was too
afraid to come down. | was afraid he was
never going to come down! On the sec-
ond day we called the ASPCA to see if
they could help. They said they were
sorry but they could not help us and to
call someone with a tall ladder. | asked
my mom to call the fire department. She
called them but they said they wouldn’t
be able to help either. We tried and tried
every morning, afternoon and night to
get him out of the tree. | went out there
and sat under the tree every day with
food and called his name to see if he
would come down. Sometimes | cried.
We couldn’t climb the tree to rescue him
for two reasons, one, it was a palm tree,
and two, he was about 45 feet off the
ground.

Finally, I couldn’t take it anymore
and neither could the rest of the family.
On the fourth day, my dad started to call
tree trimming services. A lot of compa-
nies said they couldn’t help. One tree
company said that it would be cheaper if
we just bought a new cat. Finally, a com-
pany called A-1 EXPERT TREE SERV-
ICE from Sanger said that they would
help us. The owner of the business
brought his wife and kids to our house to
help with the rescue. He let my dad
climb in the basket of the boom truck to
save my cat from the treetop. Within
minutes my dad had my cat in his hands
and was safe on the ground. | was so
happy, | started to cry. | thanked and
thanked the family for all their help.
When my parents tried to pay them for
their help, the owner of the company
said that he didn’t feel right taking
money for saving my cat. It was the right
thing to do. | wanted to write this letter
to thank the family and tell other people
about this true story of some people that
| consider real heroes!

Thanks again.

Alexa Rosa (10 years old)
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

Please be advised that the Draft
Southeast Madera County Existing Char-
acteristics Analysis is now available for
public review. The report may be found
at the following locations:

A) online at: http://www.madera-

county.com/rma/archives/uploads/12717
19341 Document_upload_semcapexist-
ingcharacteristics_publicreviewdraft
2010.pdf

B) at the Madera County Resource
Management Agency, Planning Depart-
ment

A workshop on the Analysis will take
place at the Madera County Resource
Management Agency (2037 W Cleveland
Ave., Madera CA 93637) on May 4 at 6
p.m.

The project includes the following:
In January of 2009, the Board of Super-
visors formerly initiated the Area Plan
process for Southeast Madera County, by
adopting a planning area boundary and
giving direction to staff to begin work on
the Southeast Madera County Area Plan
(SEMCAP). Planning staff has produced
a Draft Existing Characteristics Analysis
for Southeast Madera County to continue
the Area Plan process. The Analysis is in-
tended to provide a foundation for the
Area Plan, including the following exist-
ing data:

Proposed development within the
planning area

Demographic/community data

Existing land use

Water resources

Agricultural resources

Biological resources

Circulation

Public facilities

Based from this data, opportunities
and constraints are presented to inform
the formation of the Area Plan. It is im-
portant to note that the SEMCAP docu-
ment and environmental review will be
built upon the Existing Characteristics
Analysis.

The Planning Department is re-
questing comment on the information
presented and comment as to the prior-
itization of the constraints and oppor-
tunities contained within the report. It
is important that the Existing Charac-
teristics Analysis is fully vetted with
the community, so that a strong foun-
dation is prepared for the formation of
SEMCAP.

Please address all comments to:

Scott Harmstead, Planner I11

Madera County Planning Department

2037 W. Cleveland Ave., Mail Stop G

Madera CA 93637

scott.harmstead@ madera-
county.com

P: (559) 675-7821 ext.3217

F: (559) 675-6573

Scott Harmstead
Madera

— for—

COARSEGOLD RoDEO
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YOU MUST BUY TICKETS BY
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PAID POLITICAL AD

onJune 8th

What has shaped me?
The Valley has, along with
* Serving as Judge Pro Tem

* Serving as a Police Officer
* Federal & State Litigation

* Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission Appearance

BRIAN AUSTIN FOR

JUDGE 2010

413 W. Yosemite Ave,, Ste. 104
Madera, CA 93637

Office: (559) 674-1618
Fax: (559) 664-9399

Endorsed by:
Lisa Casarez, Children's Advocate

Blaine Schultz, Mariposa County
Fire Chief (Refired)

All have enforced my
CAN DO attitude.

Brian Austin, because
CHARACTER and
INTEGRITY still matter
in Madera County!

BRIAN T.

AUSTIN

EXPERIENCED JUDGE PRO TEM

* FORMER POLICE OFFICER x
* UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS *
CHARACTER AND INTEGRITY

Sa

YOU sSsaw Itin

the ambnﬁ Jndependent

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Dear friend,

Yeah, this isn’t the best thing to hear from your
patient on a Monday morning, but that’s what I get.
You see, I get the worst of the worst. Patients who
have tried other methods without favorable results
have ended up in my office.

Hi, my name is Dr. Lien T. Dao, D.C., the lady
in the white lab coat next to my wonderful patient
Tina. Let me give you an idea of the kind of
patients I see in my office here in Fresno.

You see, the patients I take care of experience
severe stabbing or “electric-like” pain all the
time, disturbed sleeping patterns, Restless Leg
Syndrome, fatigue, depression, numbness, spinal
stenosis, peripheral neuropathy, fibromyalgia, and
a host of other ailments. These, my friend, are a
lot of symptoms.

That’s why I've put together the “Ultimate Pain
Treatment Program” for anyone who is suffering
from pain and wants to do something about it
because when the pain is resolved, it’s not just
improvement in quality of life, it’s really peace.

These types of results happen in my office a lot.
You see, people hear about this chiropractor who
also uses NEUROLOGY to diagnose and treat.
Now because of this I am sent the hardest people
possible! What a great way to spend a day in the
office!

For one, it has to do with the advanced training
that I have. I am one of only a handful of doctors
with specific training using High Power laser
treatments for patients in pain. I am, as of now, the
only doctor in town with the Avicenna High Power
Laser. This gives me an unfair advantage to help
patients with all kinds of PAIN. The other thing is
that I use tools and instruments
that are cutting edge technology
for getting patients better.

Innovative Care —
Powerful Results!

I offer non-violent, non-invasive,
total spine care. I help my patients
get well with literally no twisting
or popping of their spine. I use
a patented, highly-researched,

(PAID ADVERTISEMENT)

“Doctor, I can’t live
this way any more!”

Dr. Lien T. Dao, D.C. & Patient

low-force instrument to work on the spine. This
instrument is 100 times faster than my hands! This
remarkably painless and safe procedure works
GREAT even on degenerated discs!

MORE ABOUT
THIS UNIQUE CARE

High Power laser is a unique tool and is
remarkably painless laser procedure. We will be
using a non-invasive healing light that has been
proven to work wonders on your type of symptoms.
This ULTIMATE new therapy is FDA cleared.

AVICENNA
HIGH POWER LASER

You benefit from an amazing offer!

We want to get the word out to as many people
as possible that our office may be the place for
you! You don’t have to take my word for it. Here’s
what some of my patient’s have said.

“I can’t wait to see what the next visit brings. Because
each visit is better and better and now I can smile”

— Lea J., Madera, CA

“Since I've been under the care of Dr. Dao, the
improvement in my life is incredible.”
— Anne H., Dinuba, Ca.
Hopefully that helps in your decision for this
incredible offer because if you don’t take advantage
of this now — you will probably miss out on this
golden opportunity!

WE OFFER A FREE INITIAL
CONSULTATION
AND QUALIFYING EVALUATION
TO SEE IF YOU WILL QUALIFY
FOR THIS AMAZING PROGRAM

Let me perform my highly-specialized Qualitative,
Clinical Scoring System of the Peripheral Nervous
System. This Entire Evaluation & Qualifying Process
Is Completely FREE!!!

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS CALL 559-255-7121
and schedule your Pain Qualification Evaluation
Now and Remember it’s FREE. Do to the nature
of this offer, we may stop this offer at any time
because LOTS of people want to get better!

GREAT CARE AT A GREAT FEE...

Please, I hope that there is no misunderstanding
about the quality of care just because I am
offering this for free. What 1 am offering is
high-tech, state-of-the-art technology combined
with good old-fashion doctoring skills.

Our office is Kings Canyon Chiropractic and is
located at the Eastgate Shopping Center (between
Foods Co. and Home Depot). The address is 4842
E. Kings Canyon Rd., Ste. 103 here in Fresno.
Here is our phone number you can call right now!

559-255-7121. Add some peace to your life or
the life of someone you love. Call me today to
make an appointment. What are you waiting for?
There’s the Phone!

~Thank you, Dr. Lien T. Dao D.C.

Need more info? Visit our web page at

www.drdaofreevideos.com for lots more
information.

LOSE THE PAIN!

If You Suffer From The Following Conditions:
— Neck & Back Pain — Headaches —Arm &
Wrist Pain (Carpal Tunnel) — Feet & Leg Pain
— Fibromyalgia — Joint Pain — Disc Problems
— Arthritis

We Can Help! We handle Auto Accident cases.

Our Office Features. Gentle Chiropractic Care
Along with the following: High Power Laser Therapy,
Massage Tables, Spinal Decompression. Please Call
559-255-7121, today for our special offer!

4/10
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FREE Car Show, BBQ at R.A.T.

It’s baaaaccckkk!

Ranchos Auto Repair & Transmission
is bringing back its Annual Car Show on
Saturday, May 8 during Flatlanders Day.
The event is totally free and they’re even
putting on a BBQ.

If you’ve got a hot rod that you’ve just
been dying to show off, here’s your chance.
Or, if you belong to a car club, Robin and
Mary Tucker, owners of Ranchos Auto Re-
pair & Transmission, are extending an open
invitation to you and all of your club bud-

dies.

The day’s events will include a car
show with awards for the best and coolest
cars, a BBQ, a raffle, plus you’ll be right in
the middle of all the action for Flatlanders
Day.

The Car Show is Flatlanders Day, Sat-
urday, May 8 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and will
be located at Ranchos Auto Repair & Trans-
mission at 12090 Rd. 37, just north of Av-
enue 12. Call to reserve your spot at
645-4475 and cruise on!

I wonder where my weed eater is?

Now is the time to create that lean,
clean and green zone around all of your
structures.

Remove all flammable vegetation and
any dead or dying plants within 30 feet of
each building or structure on your prop-
erty.

When creating your *“defensible
space” don’t forget that “reduced fuel
zone.” This area will extend out 100 feet
from all structures or to your property line.
Decrease surface littler so it is less than 3
inches deep and that will include fallen
leaves, pine needles, twigs, bark, pine

Spring Chore: Clear for Fire Safety

cones, pods, small branches, etc.

All loose logs and stumps should be
removed. Provide space between trees and
brush to create fuel separation.

Grass should not be more than 4
inches in height. If you are utilizing the
grass to prevent soil erosion it may reach a
height of 18 inches.

Clearance between shrubs should be
4 to 40 feet depending on the slope of the
land and the size and type of the vegeta-
tion.

Feel free to contact your local fire sta-
tion with any questions regarding defensi-
ble requirements.

- “You'll forget about their drive-thru
. once you've tasted our brew!”

S1B0Y ONE MEDIUM |
S COFFEE AND GET A Ig_Fg CZE

SECOND CUP FOR EXPIRES 5/23/10!

. 37164 Avenue 12 #102, Madera Ranchos ¢ 645-1225
1 X 1 71 ¥ 1 ri vy 1 yi1yY ¢¥ 131 ¥ ¢ ;Xi ¥ Y |
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Golden Valley Baptist Church

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
ednesday Prayer and
Bible Study 6 p.m.

www.GoldenValleyChurch.com
12414 Road 37 - Madera Ranchos 559-645-1700
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Golden Valley Baptist
Pastor David Jones

To Advertise Call
645-0634

"IT’S OFFICIAL! ONE YEAR OR.THE BEST PRICES IN THE RANCHOS!

Here’s what your friends and neighbors are saying
about Ranchos Town &

“Love the new Ranchos Town & Country. Huge selection, very friendly, my new store to shop at.”

ountry:

“Their service and prices, outstanding. Top of the line in sales and service”

“Great prices, friendly people to do business with and cold beer.”

“Friendly people, great customer service and always greet you by name. | love coming here.”

“Great store with very friendly staff. Love the cleanliness of your store.”

“If you’re down, friendly smiles, good prices and you walk away happy with extra money in your pocket.
Keeps you coming back for more!”

“Agreat place to buy your wine, beer and liquor at a discount price.”

COME CELEBRATE OUR FIRST ANNIVERSARY!

SATURDAY, MAY 8

DURING FLATLANDERS DAY

FREE DONUTS « FREE COFFEE - FREE'SODA
FREE HOT DOGS,. LOTTO/LOTTERY BUY 5, 1 FREE

RANCHOSTOWN

10 A.M. -

\ (COUNTRY: -

BUD, BUD LT. 15-PAK

COORS, COORS LT. 18-PAK

BUD, BUD LT,
COORS, COORS LT. 30-PAK

Debbie. B.

Jeff C.
TECATE 12-PAK
TECATE 20-PAK

CORONA, HEINEKEN,
NEW CASTLE 12-PAK

Martin M.
BrandonY.

TeresaP.
750 ML WINE AS LOW AS

JACOB’S CREEK, CALLAWAY

Richard D. COLUMBIA CREST, ALL VARIETIES 750 ML ... $4.99

Virginia V. REX-GOLIATH ALL VARIETIES 750 ML

VERMONTE (Chile) ALL VARIETIES 750 ML

BARTON or TAKKA VODKA 1.75 L
BLACK VELVET 1.75 L

ABSOLUT (100 PROOF) 1 L
SAUZA GOLD or SILVER 1.75 L
PATRON TEQUILA 375 ML
PATRON TEQUILA 750 ML

3, P:M.

37167/AVE. 12

645; 1306

Click on “Local News’ at




' Systems is America’s most trusted brand name
2 =\t i

PLAY SYSTEMS, INC.

Golden Valley Chamb

for over 1 million kids and counting.

10770 Highway 41 + Madera, CA 93636 - 559-431-1311

*exp. 5-29-10

2010 Flatlander’s Day

Groupd Individual O Business [l

Group or Business Name

4/10

q) Parade Day: Saturday, May 8, 2010 « $10 Entry Fee

Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Phone:

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? OYes ONo
Approx. number of participants Approx. length ___ ft.

Entry Category (select ONE most closely suiting your entry):

OHorses (Single) OHorses (Group) Explain:

O Band/Music Name:

O Floats (Non-profit) Name:

O Floats (Business) Name:

O Floats (Other) Name:

O Children’s Groups Name:

O Dance Groups Name:

O Single Entry (Children) Name:

O Single Entry (Adult) Name:

O Novelty Name:

O Vehicles (Cars/Trucks/Motorcycles):

O Addtional information:

Parade begins at 10 a.m. Sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.
Parade route: Avenue 12 from Topper to Kensington

The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials
and agree to release parade officials from any and all re-

sponsibility from loss, damage, and/or injury to any person

or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Signature: Date:
Bring, fax or mail this form by May 1 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C « Madera, CA 93636 * Fax 645-4002 « Call 645-4001

Parade Sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

Sayyousawitin the Ranchos Independent

www.The Ranchos.com

D.O.G. cont. fromP. 4

Shortly after Wheeler, the
question was asked of all candi-
dates. They all pledged or said
they have already taken cuts, but

some declined to state how
much. My issue here is that
when it comes to elected offi-
cials there is no “secret” or
“confidential” permitted.
Elected officials and people

seeking election or appointment
to elected positions cannot be
considered employees. They are
not protected under civil service
laws, so what is the deal?

This is probably a case of
County Counsel again saying,
“This is the way | want it to be
so until you take us to court,
this is the way it will be done.”

“The Right Way, The Wrong
Way and the Madera Way.”

And we wonder why Madera
County spends so much time and
money in Court.

By the way, the April 13
meeting was at times interesting.

Supervisor Bigelow slipped
in a letter to the Governor ask-
ing for continued support of
the Williamson act. | support
the letter asking for the State to
continue funding support for
the program BUT | do not think
it is strong enough. The letter
needs to include the true state-
ment that Madera County can-
not continue the program
without State support. I am in-
creasingly bitter about essential
services for rural Madera
County being cut and our Board
refusing to even discuss, on the
record, the $1.3 million dollar
drain on the general fund
caused by Madera County’s
continued financial support of
the program. How can we have
an open and honest discussion
of the County Budget without
including the Williamson Act?

The simple answer is we can-
not.

Item 9 was the first hearing
for a new fee on filing an as-
sessment appeal. The Board in-
structed all departments to come
up with fees to cover the cost of
doing business. The Clerk of the
Board submitted the proposal for
this fee to be assessed on any-
body filling an appeal. | was
amazed when the Madera County
Assessor stepped up to the

Page 11

podium and stated he was op-
posed to the fee. Blindsiding the
Chief Clerk of the Board, cutting
her off at the knees so to speak,
was an amazing tactic and | was
having a hard time understand-
ing, until 1 remembered this is
an election year.

My opinion of our current
assessor just dropped a couple
more notches.

I planned to strongly oppose
the fee as presented because it
was structured as non-refund-
able. I don’t like paying for any-
thing, but when I ask for more
than everybody else it is reason-
able to charge for the added
service. No matter what the sys-
tem is there will always be peo-
ple out there figuring out how to
abuse it. The change | proposed
was that if you win the appeal,
your appeal was probably justi-
fied and you should get your fee
back; if you lose the appeal, the
fees stands.

Item 11 was the quarry proj-

ect hearing. It went as ex-
pected: many question few
answers.

Bottom line: Some people

will be happy with nothing less
than the project going away.
Some people just want to get the
damn process over with and start
digging. The reality is we need
quarries and quarries need to be
in somebody’s back yard, just
“not mine.”

Questions were raised about
several mitigations being
achieved with various “PLANS,”
example: “The Grouting Plan.”
The speaker stated there was a
plan referenced to solve the
issue but no actual plan could be
found. A bit like our Board say-
ing our financial troubles will be
corrected with the “budget
plan.” It makes us all feel warm
and fuzzy until we try to read
the referenced “budget plan” and
discover it has yet to be worked
out.

I guess my big question to
both sides of the issue would be
why are we wasting all of this
time and energy on “What if,” or
“We think ...” This can’t be the
first quarry of its kind. What
happened in and around other
hard rock quarries along the
sierra foothills?

At the end of the long day it
was continued to another day.
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What is the Kingdom of God Like?

By Bob Crabb
Kingdom Talk

In the Gospels of Matthew and
Luke, Jesus teaches his disciples the
Kingdom prayer. We often hear it
called “The Lord’s Prayer,” but I re-
ally think it can be called “The King-
dom Prayer,” because Jesus asks his
disciple to pray for the coming of the
Kingdom of God. Jesus seemed to un-
derstand that the Kingdom of Heaven
was already present in some way in
His presence. The word “kingdom” is
an old fashioned word. The New
World dictionary defines “kingdom”
as: “A realm or sphere or place in
which one thing is dominant.” Using
this definition it is easier to see that
there are many types of kingdoms in
our world today. There are political
kingdoms, cultural kingdoms, eco-
nomic kingdoms, secular kingdoms,
spiritual kingdoms and even animal

everyone to the banquet(Matthew 22).
When Jesus uses the words “Kingdom
of God,” He was not referring to an
earthly location. The “Kingdom of
God” is associated with an action of
God.

So when the followers of Christ,
which is His Church, celebrate the
gifts and the blessings of God, then
the Kingdom of God is right there.
When you are praying in good times
and when you are praying in difficult
times, then the Kingdom of God is
right there. When you forgive some-
one a great debt then the Kingdom of
God is near. We are part of the King-
dom of God and we can share it and
we can do it and we can live it. When
we are driving our cars and when we
are at the supermarket and when we
are talking to our neighbors, we can
live out the Kingdom of God by what
we do and what we say.

When we reach out to God in hap-
piness and in sadness, we are part of

kingdoms. King-
doms are every-
where. Sometimes
towns can have a
kind of “king-
dom.” It used to
be that in Detroit,
automobile manu-

What shall we say the King-
dom of God is like? Why, it’s
very near to us right now.

Can you see it?

the Kingdom of
God. When we
show compassion,
mercy, service and
sacrifice in the
Name of Christ for
the sake of the
world, then the

facturing was the

Kingdom of God

dominant factor in every aspect of that
city’s life. Detroit could have been de-
scribed as the automobile manufactur-
ing kingdom of the world.

Jesus seems very comfortable
using the words “the Kingdom of
God” and “the Kingdom of Heaven,”
but the way he used the word “king-
dom,” didn’t really make sense in the
worldly usage of the word. For Jesus,
the Kingdom of God was not a place
or thing or even a country, but it was
almost always an action, or at least as-
sociated with an action. The Kingdom
of God was: like a man who sowed
good seed in his field (Matthew
13:24); like a mustard seed which
grew (Matthew 13:31); like yeast that
a woman mixed and worked through
the dough (Matthew 13:33); like a
merchant who looked and found a
pearl of great value and bought it
(Matthew 13:45); like a net that
caught all kinds of fish (Matthew
13:47); like a King who forgave (Mat
18:23; like a landowner who paid his
workers (Matthew 20:1); like a king
who prepared a feast and invited

is near. When we call someone who is
going through a hard time, when we
listen to each other in times of stress
and loss, then we know that the King-
dom of God is near. What then shall
we say that the Kingdom of God is
like? Why it is very much like each of
us who yearn for the Good News of
God.

Caught Off Guard

So often when Jesus spoke, he
used words in ways that caught people
off guard. Jesus spoke in parables and
metaphors and even symbols. Jesus
said that he was the bread of life, that
he was the light of the world, that he
was the way and the truth, that he was
the gate for the sheep, that he was liv-
ing water, that he was the good shep-
herd, and that he was the vine.

So often Jesus talked about a
world vision that also caught people
off guard. For instance, the Kingdom
of God was about people who were ex-
periencing great loss and great diffi-

Please see PASTOR on P. 20

Pistoresi Ambulance

Service Inc.

WE ARE APROUD
SPONSOR OF
FLATLANDER’S DAY

-

O/ ~——p—
; - Monte Pistoresi, President

- s (559) 673-8004
9 J  Fax: (559) 673-4699

Street -

R\STORES
AMBULANCE

PARAMEDICS
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113 N. “R7” Madera

It's as friendly to
the environment
as it is to your
budget.

The more efficient a system, the less energy it
uses, and the better it is for the environment.
The York® Affinity™ Series Air Conditioners
and Heat Pumps meet or beat the government’s energy efficiency
standards with SEER ratings of up to 18. Plus, Affinity™ models are avail-
able with eco-friendly refrigerant that is safer for the ozone layer. And all Affinity™
models are so quiet, you and your “outdoor neighbors” will hardly know when one’s

running. With Affinity™, efficiency comes naturally.
wl YORK

It's time to get comfortable”

The eco-friendly York® Affinity™ Series
Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps.

UP TO $1,200
CASH BACK
For UP TO $1,500
FREE 10-YEAR TAX CREDIT
EXTENDED
WARRANTIES

Offers only available on select systems. Call your participating York® Dealer for promotion dates and defails.

Ftuckabee’s  §30-662-0330

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
www.huckabeeshvac.com

m
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Call the Ranchos Independent at 645-0634

Click on ““Local News™ at




Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds
Look Good and Feel Great

3
+ Nutritional M
Counseling & |
menu inclided  LOSE WEIGHT WE KgOW SN EAREL
Uit AV PM AND INCHES TOO 20 oFF
NG Vedications 1st visit onl
+ Diet Injection stvisit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

“We Are Very

OPEN: Monday - Friday

<
Affordable” 224'6744 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM
4844 N. First, #101 » Fresno, CA 93726  Between Shaw & Santa Ana

The Milgard Makeover
SAVE ENERGY!

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME! REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing increases energy efficiency while reducing out-
side noise like award-winning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard offers an industry leading
lifetime guarantee. If your home is ready for a makeover, call
Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

Clearly a beautiful offer

N \\\ CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
" 2550-673-3583 1T
ORC. Milgard

-
"\ Magera Glass & Mirror Co.» 1825 Howard Rdl, Madera

Senior Report

Page 13

Spring: Beautiful,

by Eleanore Burchell

Have you taken the time to look
around to see the snow capped moun-
tains? They have been gorgeous! The
deciduous trees have been leafing and
the new spring leaves are clean and
bright green. They too are dazzling.
As seniors, we now have the time to
enjoy our surroundings more than we
did in previous years. Stop a minute
and enjoy our world.

The Ranchos/Hills Seniors, Inc.,
located at 37330 Berkshire, held their
18th Annual Home and Garden Festi-
val on April 3. The rain held off so,
weather-wise, we had a fairly nice
day. Many buyers left with trees and

Simply Beautiful

around the Ranchos.

Our 2nd Annual Benefit Bike
Ride was held Saturday, April 17. It
was a successful day and we already
are looking forward to next year for
the 3rd Annual Bike Ride.

Since the Home and Garden Fes-
tival we have received many, many
plants and trees so you are invited to
come to see them.

Next Sale Planned
Our next sale will be held on Sat-
urday, May 1 at 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Many
of our members will be there to greet
you. Since summer is drawing nigh,
the season to plant bare-root trees is
nearly over so plan to attend the sale

more from the to check out the
Garden  Section trees still avail-
‘t’)"h"eh Ethers In the senior years, many gb'le- Eh$ Bake
ought.  substan- a6 someone to laugh with so >2'¢ @nd Treasure
tially from the .. House will have
Treasure  House Come_ Lo oty _ThurSday many new items.
and Bake Sale. evening potlucks with games The boutique has

The day started
with a biscuit and
gravy  breakfast
which was well at-
tended. Then for
lunch we also of-
fered BBQ ham-

played afterward. There is a lot
of fun here. Remember, laugh-
ter is good for your body and
soul and being happy does not
mean everything is perfect, it
means you have decided to see

jewelry and nov-
elty items and
much more.
Please remember
the plant, produce
and boutique sec-
tions are available

For a free consultation, call
our Madera Ranchos office!
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

~BEDROCK

\_ | /JENGINEERING

Assolid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying ¢ Civil Engineering ¢ Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

+ Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
+ Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
« Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

« Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
* Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

OAY YOU SAW T IN'THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

www.The Ranchos.com

burgers, hot dogs
or pulled-pork
sandwiches.  As

beyond the imperfections.

Monday through
Friday from 9
a.m.to 1 p.m. and

mentioned in last

month’s article, we are getting better
at this every year. Other sessions are
now being planned. For more infor-
mation, please call Joann at 645-4864.
Health Insurance Counseling and Ad-
vocacy Program (HICAP) representa-
tives were present, as well as many
individual vendors.

A Sad Note
Again, we must announce the loss
of another one of our members. Tony
La Notte passed away early on the
morning of April 6. Tony loved to
dance and was well known in many of
the surrounding cities. He also regu-
larly attended the exercise classes
here at the center. We will dearly miss
him. Our sympathy goes out to his

family and many friends.
Approximately 50 attended the
Garden Grafting Seminar in March.
Two more garden educational sessions
will be held later in the year. For more
information you may call the center or
watch the bulletin boards scattered

Thursday
evenings between 6 and 9 p.m. We
currently have jellies, plenty of citrus,
lemons, oranges, tangerines and
grapefruit for sale. We also have plain
and sugared walnuts in the produce
section.

Our center is affiliated with the
Fresno/Madera Area Agency on Aging
(FMAAA) and you are invited to
come in and check with Joann about
programs which will help you.

Did you know two nurses from
the Madera County Health Depart-
ment Periodically come to the center
to give FREE checkups? The screen-
ings include personal health history
reviews, blood pressure checks and
blood sugar checks. Low-cost blood
tests are available, nutrition and
health education is available and re-
ferrals to medical providers and com-
munity services, if needed, can be
made. Their health screenings of
adults, age 50 and OVER, at the cen-

Please see SENIORS on P. 21
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‘@;& by Jean Brirer

-

Strawberries Anyone?

What is your favorite sign of
spring? Tulips and Crocus popping
up out of the ground? All the beau-
tiful trees blossoming? The wild-
flowers on the side of the road?
April showers? (Holy Cow! That
was no shower we got last week!
Hope you weren’t out in it as |
was.) Although | love the signs of
spring | just mentioned, there is

and found a recipe (not sure if it is
the same one Grandma Henderson
made, but it will work). So in
memory of Grandma Henderson
here is my Mom’s recipe:

Quick No-Cook Fresh Fruit
Jam

2 gts. Ripe Strawberries

Y C Lemon Juice

1 pkg. (2 0z) Jam and Jelly
Pectin

1 C Karo Light Corn Syrup

4%, C Sugar

Fully crush fruit. It should
measure 3% C. In a 4 qt. bowl stir
together the fruit and lemon juice.
Slowly add pectin, stirring vigor-
ously. Set aside 30 minutes, stir-
ring occasionally. Add corn syrup,
mix well. Gradually stir in sugar
until dissolved. Ladle into clean %

one thing | look forward to in pt. jars or freezer containers leav-
spring and that ing %” head-
is the straw- space. Cover
berry stands . tightly. Jams in
going up in the Although I love the signs use should be

strawberry
fields. When we

of spring ... there is one thing
I look forward to in spring

kept in refriger-
ator up to three

see them, we and that is the strawberry Wweeks or stored
know it s stands going up in the straw- in freezer for up
strawberry sea- - to one year.
son. berry fields. When_ WE S8 pakes  seven

According them, we know it is straw- containers. This
to a list of 25 berry season. recipe can be
low carb fruits, used with

strawberries are

peaches or nec-

second to low-
est, only behind watermelon (be-
lieve it or not). Strawberries have
6.5g of carbs per half cup sliced
serving and watermelon has 5.5g.
Strawberries have lots of vitamins
and minerals, so eat up.
Strawberries can be fixed so
many different ways, and always
good. There is strawberry pie or
“pizza,” strawberry shortcake -
those of you that went to the Crab
Feed, how about that shortcake we
had for dessert? (Ollie told me the
cake part was muffins). There are
strawberry waffles, and last, but by
no means least, strawberry jam.
My neice Vicki’s late Grandma
Henderson made strawberry
freezer jam and | was the benefac-
tor of a jar or two from time to
time. Delicious! | understand great
niece Lauren has been moaning the
fact that she misses Grandma’s
jam. Well dear, now is the time to
learn how to make it and continue
your Grandma’s tradition. | went
through my Mom’s recipe cards

tarines — using
2% pounds ripe fruit in the place of
the strawberries.

We get a newsletter here in the
park | live and there is usually a
recipe someone has donated. |
guess someone was thinking along
the same lines | was because in the
April newsletter the following
recipe was in it. | haven’t made it,
but it sounds good.

Special Strawberry Salad

% C sugar

1 8 0z. pkg. Cream Cheese -
room temp.

1 C Chopped Nuts

2 Bananas - sliced

1 Large Can Crushed Pineap-
ple — drained

1 10 oz.
Strawberries

1 Large Carton Cool Whip

If fresh strawberries are used,
clean and slice and set aside. Mix
sugar and cream cheese with elec-

Frozen or Fresh

Please see RECIPE on P. 20
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== Limo Service SPECIAL

_ 2 to 45 passengers
*limo & limo party buses
«limo service startingas - -~ .

low as $70 per hour!*

COVERING
FRESNO-MADERA

.

Iildlley Teen Ranch FFA < 437-1144
www.valleyteenranchiorg

Valley Teen Ranch FFAis in need of quality families
to meet the needs of abused and neglected children.

Financial reimbursement, on-going training, social work case
management services and extra liability insurance are provided
to our foster parents. Staff meet weekly with our foster parents
in their homes, with the children they care for offering support,
encouragement and resources to help the children

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT BEING A FOSTER PARENT

that are willing to open their hearts and homes

grow into healthy young people.

CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 410

Sunday

Kid's Church................ 10am. &6 p.m.
WOrShip........coovevnrrernn. 10a.m. &6 p.m.
Sunday School...........cccovvnee.. 8:30 a.m.
YOURN....cvvececc e, 6 p.m

Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Wednesday.........ccoevees 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Worship Service

Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)

Missionettes (Girls 5-17)

Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4) o
g

When only the best will do
for your style statement,
see the team at The Edge.

gift certificates color services

spa pedicures
manicures
acrylic nails

37164 Ave. 12 Suite 103, Madera Ranchos

(next to Alfresco Coffee)

- on

perms
haircuts
face waxing

follow us

Click on ““Local News’” at
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Foster Parents Needed

( ; Chlldren 5 Services ; We are looking for nurturing and loving homes

for children placed in foster care. We provide

support, training, and reimbursement to our fos-

516 W. Shaw Suite #105 | ter families. For more details, please contact

Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

Fresno, CA 93704

(559) 222-5437

www.transitionschildrensservices.org
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Re-Elect

Tom
Kidwell f:

MADERA COUNTY

ASsSessSor ¢

Proven Experience ...
Now When We Need It Most!

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Tom Kidwell Assessor 201 *|.D/

Fresno Labor Camp Escapee
Captured Southeast of Ranchos

A Madera inmate wanted for walking

off the “job” in Fresno

into custody by Madera County Deputies

Sunday night, April
18, at approximately
8 p.m. Garl Anthony
Sharp, 41, of Madera
was arrested near
Road 32 and Avenue
11, just southeast of
the Madera Ranchos.

According to the
Madera County De-
partment of Correc-
tions (DOC), Sharp
was assigned to par-
ticipate in the city of
Fresno’s Inmate
Labor Program, a
contract set up by the
city of Fresno in

County was taken

Garl Anthony Sharp, 41, of Madera
was arrested near Road 32 and Avenue 11,

2009 to use Madera just southeast of the Madera Ranchos.

County inmates on

beautification projects.
On Jan. 15, 2010,
rant was issued for Sharp’s arrest for es-

cape from custody.
The Sheriff’s Department received a
tip Sunday night, April 18, as to where

Deputies could find
Sharp. After a short
foot chase he was ap-
prehended and taken
into custody without
further incident.
DOC records show
that when Sharp
walked away from
the Inmate Labor
Program he was
being housed inside
the Madera County
Department of Cor-
rections for interfer-
ing with an Officer
and probation viola-
tion. Sharp was on
probation for petty
theft.

Deemed an escape risk, Sharp

a $150,000 war-

remains jailed at this hour with bail
set at $150,000.

“Come and You Will See!”

e Tuesday Dinner and Bible Study: 6:30pm
e Wednesday Bible Study: 10:30am
e Wed 15t Responders [Lunch: 12Noon
e Youth Group: After Church on Sundays
e Cat’s Share ¢ Care Bible Fellowship: 10:30am

Sundays 10:304AM
MusiC, [Vjessage, PraYyer ahd Praise
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WWw.CmcranChos.Com o Wwuw.myspace.com/Cvimyouthgroup

www.The Ranchos.com

36875 Avenue 12 (at Loren Way) » (359) 324-219¢
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For all she’s
done ...

o

.. remember
Mom this Mother’s Day.
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Click on *““Local News™ at
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Tough Tlmes for Callfornla Golden VaIIey Unlfled Tough Decisions Needed

Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Sarah Koligian.

By Superintendent Sarah Koligian

Who would have thought that the State of
Californiawould be in such a financial crisis that
school districts are forced to make value judg-
ments on what is most important in educating
the future citizens of our state? | recall when |
was interviewing for the position of Superinten-
dent of Golden Valley Unified School District
three years ago. | researched all | could about the
district, attended a town hall meeting regarding
the mitigation agreement between a major de-
veloper and the school district. Before beginning
my new role as Superintendent, | attended the
Board Budget Workshops that were held to fi-

nalize the Adopted Budget for 2007-2008. The
budget projections, back in the spring of 2007
were optimistic. The district had recently com-
pleted a feasibility study that projected increas-
ing student growth and development over the
next several years. It seemed that managing the
district budget was going to be attainable, even
though we had not yet hired a Chief Business
Official (CBO).

The 2007-2008 school year was a year of
many firsts, we completed the first developer
mitigation agreement with a major developer, we
hired a CBO, we had schools that had never ap-
plied for California Distinguished School status,
apply and earn the prestigious recognition of Dis-
tinguished Schools. Ve had schools applying and
earning the California School Board Association
Golden Bell Awards for programs of distinction;
we had schools earning the Bonner Virtues and
Character award, and we had employees earning
the Madera Excellence in Education Employee
of the Year title.

Roll the clock forward to May, 2010 - edu-
cation is now suffering one of the most devastat-
ing funding years since the Great Depression,
relatively speaking. These tough times are un-
precedented and many schools throughout Cali-
fornia are making difficult and painful decisions;
closing schools, loading classes with more stu-
dents, eliminating crucial elective programs; re-
ducing home-to-school transportation; issuing
layoff notices to highly qualified administrators,
teachers and classified staff; adding more respon-
sibility and duties, especially in management po-

sitions; eliminating extra-curricular activities; re-
ducing classroom supplies; and eliminating field
trips, just to name a few of the casualties of these
economic times.

No one, neither teacher, parent, classified
staff, manager, community member, board
member, nor superintendent, wants to see reduc-
tion or elimination to any positions or programs,
especially in light of the many successes Golden
Valley Unified has experienced for the past three
years. When all is going well, why do we need to
consider changing anything? Change is difficult
in the best of times. Change during economic
hardships that affect our schools, families, em-
ployment and the economy, make it even more
challenging to face. Unfortunately, the state has
left us few options, but to consider changing
the way we do business. We no longer have the
luxury of operating in a “business as usual”
mode. Golden Valley Unified must respond to
the Governor’s education budget proposal of
an 18% deficit to the revenue limit, in addition
to a $200 decrease per student in revenue fund-
ing. The district must submit a positive certifi-
cation for the 2nd Interim Budget to the County
and to the State by March 15th for the current
and next two years and must adopt a balanced
budget by June 30, 2010, which may be before
the state even adopts their budget. The bottom
line is that the state’s imposed deficits to rev-
enue translate to approximately $1.8 million
dollars less in expenses for 2010-2011 for
Golden Valley, and approximately $750,000 in
reductions for 2011-2012, with today’s eco-

nomic scenario.

School districts across California invest the
majority of their revenues in their most impor-
tant resource, their people. Golden Valley is no
different. Approximately 83% of Golden Val-
ley’s budget is invested in staff. How can a dis-
trict with an operating budget of approximately
$15 million reduce their budget by $1.8 million,
by not affecting people? Tough decisions are
being made. Staff are affected; not because this
is something the district wants to do, but is
something they must do to remain fiscally sol-
vent and stable.

With all of this “doom and gloom” | am
still confident that Golden Valley Unified will
pull through these tough economic times, and
yes, it will be by doing “more with less”, but
in the end, this district is committed to provid-
ing the very best to its students, even with
more limited resources. How do | know that?
I know our employees have overcome eco-
nomic challenges over the past two years and
they are still creating more positive student re-
sults than the year before. Golden Valley is
blessed with some of the most dedicated and
committed employees that I have had the priv-
ilege of working with. As a community we
must continue to offer support and the cohe-
siveness that has defined this educational com-
munity for the past ten years. These are indeed
tough times that are demanding tough deci-
sions, but the fortitude and strength of working
as a unified team will allow us to overcome
even the toughest of times.

The Foundation for Golden Valley School
held their 6th Annual Stars event on April 10 at
Birdstone Winery. There was a wonderful
turnout - the ambiance was beautiful, the food
was delicious, the music was entertaining, the
raffle prizes were fantastic and the company
was great. If you did not join us this year, please
be sure to join us next year. We recognized the
2009 STAR Employee winners, along with the
2009 Grant Award winners. e also recognized
the 2010 Grant Award winners and the 2010
STAR Employees of the Year. One of the Foun-
dation’s major goals is to give back to the edu-
cational community in the form of new teacher
grants and classroom grants. To date, they have
given back over $80,000 to support our teach-

ers and students, which is quite an awesome
contribution for our fledgling Foundation.

The 2010 Grants were all funded at 100
percent thanks to the Foundation and the gen-
erous contributions of a few business partners
who helped make it possible to fully fund each
grant. This year, between the six grants that
were submitted, over $9,500 in grants were
awarded, with over $5,000 of the awards com-
ing from donations from our business partners.
Congratulations to the following teachers
whose grants were awarded Saturday night:

Laura Mayer — Sierra View Elementary —
Enrichment Electives - $1,000

Fidencio Cuevas — Liberty High School -
Lab Safety Sterilization Cabinet - $1,200

Foundation for Golden Valley Schools Awards Over $80,000 in Grants

Melanie Lewis — Liberty High School Li-
brary —9th Grade Cross-Curricular Unit - $1,020

Larissa Sobieralski — Liberty High School
and Ranchos Middle School — two Digital Pi-
anos (one per site) - $1,300

Jennifer Woods — Webster Elementary -
SMART Response Remotes - $2,200

Ruben Iniguez — Ranchos Middle — Tac-
tile Math Teaching Project—w/SMART Board
and Student Response System - $2,800

Congratulations again to our five 2010
STAR Employees who were honored at the
Foundation event:

Suzie Dunn — STAR Instructional Em-
ployee Award

Mary Lou Castro — STAR Operational

Employee Award

Joy Hurt— STAR Secondary Teacher Award

Crissy McElhaney — STAR Elementary
Teacher Award

Kuljeet Mann—STAR Administrator Award

Congratulations to the following STAR
Employees of the year who will be moving for-
ward as candidates to the “Madera County Ex-
cellence in Education” awards. e wish them
much luck as they compete at the 2010 Madera
County competition!

Suzie Dunn — Classified Employee of the
Year

Crissy McElhaney — Certificated Em-
ployee of the Year

Kuljeet Mann —Administrator of the Year.

Click on “Local News’ at
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Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

559-045-5320

www.ranchosdental.com
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Golden Valley Employee Group
Loses Its Sanity for Good Cause

SAND & GRAVEL «

CRUSHED ROCK

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL »

FILL DIRT

TOP SOIL

HUMUS ¢

BARK «

CHIPS »

d | [} RIVER ROCK

Fl 2 BASE ROCK s

ROCK DUST «
LANDSCAPE DIRT .
& DRIVEWAY COBBLE STONES

559'645-5363 DRIVEWAY BASE «

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP «

TRUCKING

CA#142100

VOTE-KENNETH RUSSELL
FISCAL CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATE
MADERA COUNTY ASSESSOR

I’m a problem solver, not a politician!
This election is about, Defending Prop. 13 & Prop. 8 of 1978

THIS ELECTION IS NOT ABOUT ME
IT IS ABOUT YOU AND YOUR PROPERTY RIGHTS.

DID YOU KNOW?
* This county is about to adopt a filing fee for a Tax Assessment Appeal.
*  The sale of a foreclosed property is not considered as a market value sale
to determine your property’s taxable value.

Let’s break the cycle of more fees and higher valuations!

I have over 39 years of Real World Experience in
Finance, Real Estate and General Construction.

4/10

ITS TIME TO RUN THE ASSESSORS OFFICE

AS A FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE BUSINESS!
www.voterussell.net (559) 760-1520 & Join Me On Facebook

www.The Ranchos.com

On Saturday, Feb. 27, 11 courageous
and slightly insane Golden Valley em-
ployees participated in the Polar Bear
Plunge at Millerton Lake. The proceeds
of this crazy event went to sponsor ath-
letes of the Northern California Special
Olympics. Special Olympics provide
many different events at no cost to the
athletes who participate. Students at
Webster  Ele-
mentary School,
Ranchos Middle
School and Lib-
erty High School
participate  in
Special
Olympics events
every year. 15
Jumping into
freezing water
was a way for
the Golden Val-
ley team to raise
$1,081 for our
amazing  ath-

rainy Saturday where we were surprised
to see emergency crews and EMTs hov-
ering on rafts in the lake. That is when
we began to doubt our sanity. The rules
of the polar bear plunge clearly stated
that “no wet suits” were allowed. When
teams were lined up to begin the plunge,

Ten of the 11 Golden Valley employees who
showed up at Millerton Lake in February to take the

. “Polar Bear Plunge” to raise money for Special
letes, beating our - ojympics.

$1,000 goal.
Our team met at Millerton Lake on a

Golden Valley quickly volunteered to go
first. Decked out in our green and gold
spirit colors, we “took the plunge.”
Since most of us were expecting to have
icicles dripping off of our ear lobes as
we came out of the water, it was decided
by our group that the water wasn’t all
that cold. Several shivering moments
later we were wrapped in towels and
standing near the
fire that Frank
Panian’s dad had
set up. The event
was a great time

~ with lunch
catered by Out-
back Steak-

house. Next year
% the team would
| like to recruit
more members
and boost our
pledges, so mark
your calendars
for Feb. 26, 2011
and join us for
the next Polar
Bear Plunge.

Those crazy team members were
Christy Panian, Frank Panian, Lindsey
Williams, Diana Forshee, Kim Lydon,
Kristi Fisher, Becky Reynolds, Angeline
Ohanesian, James Brannon, Deanna Es-
tabrooke and Debbie Sandhurst. We want
to see your name on this list next year.

Free Aqua Massage
& Consultation

For over 20 years, Dr. Jeff has
served patients in the Fresno
area. He is a chiropractor

who specializes in the
treatment of spinal rehab
and disk repair.

April 10th thru May 20th,
he will be offering a FREE 20
Minute Aqua Massage Session
along with a FREE Consultation
and examination to those seeking
help for their back or neck
conditions.

Call 435-2225 today.

(Limit | per person - NW corner of Fresno & Alluvial)
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PASTOR cont. from P. 12

culties and great sadness and great
poverty. Jesus said: “Blessed are those
who mourn ..., Blessed are the meek

., Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness ..., Blessed are
the merciful ..., Blessed are the pure
in heart ..., Blessed are the peacemak-
ers ..., Blessed are those who are per-
secuted because of righteousness ...,
Blessed are those who are economi-
cally poor and who are hungry, for

theirs is the Kingdom of God.”
(Matthew 5:3ff and Luke 6:20ff). It is
within the Kingdom of God that to our
great astonishment that we find unity
in community even though we can
sometimes appear so different from
each other. In the Kingdom of God, we
are welcomed as family of the Most
High God.

By the grace of God, the church of
Christ tries to practice the presence of
Christ in the middle of our broken
human condition. In the Kingdom of

God, God says that He will be our God
and we will be His children. If people
such as us are given a chance to live
in the Kingdom of God, if people such
as us are being brought into the fam-
ily of Christ, then the whole wide
world is called into the Kingdom of
God. And if we are saved and if we are
family, then despite it all we can live
with a certain joy; we can disrupt each
other’s lives with conversations of
“agape” love. We can hold each other
up with prayers of thanksgiving and

we can meet each other as brothers
and sisters and share the hope we have
in Jesus Christ.

What shall we say the Kingdom of
God is like? Why, it’s very near to us
right now.

Can you see it?

Pastor Bob Crabb is the Pastor of
the Christian Mission Center meeting
at 36875 Avenue 12 (Loren Way and
Ave. 12). They worship Sundays at
10:30AM. All are welcome.

RECIPE cont. from P. 14

tric mixer. Fold in nuts, drained
pineapple, strawberries and Cool
Whip. Refrigerate until ready to
serve.

If you want to make a straw-
berry pizza, you really don’t have
to have a pizza pan. If you don’t
have a pizza pan you can use any-
thing you have on hand. The last
one | made, | used a deep dish
glass pie plate, but you can use
anything. Use your ingenuity and
your imagination. If you want to
impress company coming, make it
in a spring form pan and when
ready to serve, put it on a pretty
cake plate and pipe some whipping
cream around the bottom.

I used a pie crust recipe, using
butter and adding a little sugar, but
here again you can use your fa-
vorite crust. | went on line to see
what was used, and believe me, just
about anything can be used. There
were recipes using Bisquick, sugar
cookie recipe, or even one recipe
used a package of ready to bake
sugar cookies. But the one | like
the best was the one used for Re-
publican Dessert.

Strawberry Pizza

1 C Flour

1 Stick Butter-softened

% C Chopped Nuts (optional)

2 T Powdered Sugar (op-
tional)

Mix together like pie dough.
Press into pan with fingers and
bake 10 minutes in 350 oven. Let
cool before putting on second
layer.

Second Layer:

1 Pkg. (8 0z) Cream Cheese -
softened

% C Powdered Sugar

2 C Sliced Strawberries

In a mixing bowl, beat cream
cheese and powdered sugar until

smooth. Spread on cooled crust.
Arrange sliced berries on top.

Top Layer:

1 C Sugar

Y C Cornstarch

2 C Crushed Strawberries

In a large saucepan, combine
sugar, cornstarch and crushed
berries. Bring to boil, cook and stir
for 2 minutes or until thickened.
Cool slightly. Spoon over strawber-
ries. Refrigerate until ready to
serve.

While | was writing this article,
we had some real wild weather.
With the hail storm and all the rain
this week, | hope it didn’t damage
the strawberries too badly. Maybe
if we get some warm weather it
will dry their fields out and there
won’t be too much loss.

Well, that does it for this
month. | still like to hear from
you about the things you’ve
made from the recipes here, or
just to get your comments. Call
me at the office, or e-mail me at
the paper. But most of all
thanks for reading.

A Special Note
One more thing before | “put
this to bed.” 1’d like to put on a

different hat and give some
“congrats”:
To Kent Ridge for being

chosen as the 2010 Flatlanders’
Parade Grand Marshall. This is
the 20th anniversary for the pa-
rade.

To Maryanne Parks for being
chosen the 2009 Volunteer of
the year by the Chamber of
Commerce. If you saw her work,
you would know why they chose
her.

And to our own Randy Bai-
ley for receiving the Golden
Apple Award, being nominated
by the Golden Valley Unified
School District.

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730
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Fresno 447-5815

SMITIH
ANOR

GRACE CHAPEL

Creating Meaningful Funerals
That Celebrate Life

SERG Cremdtions

Smith Manor Grace Chapel is offerlng a Dlrect o
Cremation Package for $1,799.81. Our Direct Crematlon

Service Package is designed specially for families who have chosen
to have a simple cremation. This package includes a durable plastic urn, a
cardboard cremation container, removal from place of death to mortuary within
50 miles, basic services of director and staff, refrigeration, 1-hour private family
V|eW|ng, one death certificate, dlsposmon permit and sales tax.

We also have many funeral plansfd‘c‘ﬁﬁ'&se from. |
" To discuss pe payment options on this plan or any of
our other funeral plans please contact Pre-
Arrangement Specialist Sharlane Smith at

662-8825 or 355-5030

801 E. Yosemite Avenue, Madera

#=,. To Advertise Call
645-0634

Click on ““Local News™ at




= LeAnn Fursman W
leann@skinelegancebyleann.com
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e’@‘w%“ | 37221 Ave. 12 #1B
| Madera CA, 93636
at The Beauty Club
in Maywood Center

(559) 645-SKIN
 (7546)

$32 Special
~ European Facial
with hand, foot massage

DEFENSIVE |

Making people safe every day |
For the novice or expert

call 292-5805 or 217-1124

DEFENSIVE FIREARMS TRAINING, INC. « 2598 N. MIAMI AVE. « FERESNO « 93727
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‘ FOREIGN & DOMESTIC ® COLOR MATCHING = FRAME STRAIGHTENING « CUSTOM pA|NT

SipS

AUTOBODY

Specializing In:
* Foreign & Domestic » Frame Straightening

Car Repairs « Unibody Frame
« Custom Paint Repairs

 Color Matching * Chroma Vision
« Insurance Work Color Matching
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GOLD GLASS

CHIERE-Z-LINER

Genesis 2
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SENIORS cont. from P. 13

ter result ONLY when they receive
your calls. If you are interested in tak-
ing advantage of their services, call
Carla or Melody at 675-7893 to make
an appointment.

Our members and friends go out for
breakfast, lunch or dinner at different
places each month to celebrate birthdays
and anniversaries. Our April luncheon
was held on Saturday, April 10 at Azt-
lan Restaurant. Fun was had by all! If
you are interested in joining us for this
or any of our events, please call Joann
at 645-4864. We enjoy eating and hav-
ing fun so we urge you to come and join
us. If you are new to the area, lonely or
have just lost a spouse, we welcome you
to come in to see us. Many of our mem-
bers have surely experienced your same
situation and we are here for you so
please call us at 645-4864.

THOUGHT OF THE DAY
“If you want to see the true value of a man,
watch how he treats his inferiors.”

In the senior years, many need
someone to laugh with so come join
our Thursday evening potlucks with
games played afterward. There is a lot
of fun here. Remember, laughter is
good for your body and soul and
being happy does not mean everything
is perfect, it means you have decided
to see beyond the imperfections.

More Facts and Fun

A nutritionally balanced lunch
program Monday through Friday at
11:30 a.m. Suggested price for 60
years and older is $1.75. Reservations
are needed a day in advance so re-
member to call Joann at 645-4864. We
have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.
The participants are getting more than
just exercise by attending. They have
fun, share laughs and meet new
friends. There is room for you and
you may attend all three days or just
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one or two of them. After lunch on
Tuesdays there is an opening for a
pinochle player. If you enjoy playing
pinochle yourself or know of someone
else who would like to fill this va-
cancy, please call Joann at 645-4864.
We have started a new craft session
on Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. Next proj-
ect will be sweatshirts. However, if
you would like to learn to knit or cro-
chet, here is your opportunity to learn
while having fun. Card BINGO meets
on Fridays, noon to 1 p.m. We have a
large group but there is always room
for one more — you! Fill your car with
your friends or neighbors as they will
enjoy finding new friends here, too.
Come in and check these classes out.

Up and Coming Events
Saturday, May 1, Monthly Sale
Saturday, June 5, Monthly Sale

Weekly Events

Monday through Friday Lunch
Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations
needed, call Joann at 645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 —
11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15
- 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Line Dancing Class,
12:30 - 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, 12:30 p.m. Crafts and
lots of fun

Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then
Hand & Foot, Pinochle or other games
(Please bring your own plate and sil-
verware)

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 —
11:30 a.m.

Friday, Card BINGO, noon -1 p.m.

Please feel free to come in and visit
our Senior Center and get acquainted
with our members. We welcome you to
come and be one of us as our organiza-
tion offers and promotes social, educa-
tional and civic activities in order to
provide a better quality of life for all
senior citizens. You have received an
invitation. Hope to see you soon?

Paln Plantation!

We also have a wide selection of

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

Shade & Fruit trees.

call Tom and Maria at

Sago Rey » 559-268-6656

3535 S. Temperance ¢ Fresno « www.sagorey.com

4/10
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www. The Ranchos.com
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for MORE sales tomorrow, call

(559) 645-0634

The Ranchos Independent

Interlock.l.ng Pavers
nothing outlasts pavers!
WWW. rlacymtf:rlockpavers com

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

TEXTURED COATING « PAINTING
VINYL SIDING « VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING %
-
-
—h

FRANK KRAMER

o 3 EXTERIORS
m/ (550) 645-4113
TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST
INSURED

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

VELVET TOUCH

37075 AVE. 12 « MADERA RANCHOS

645-6630

B.M.T.

Computer Repair
(559? 917-4507

* Sales & Service

* In-Home Service

Sé Habla Espafiol
Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Retired FPD 26 yr. Certifications:
Ca. Lic#79328 At/Network +
Microsoft Cerified Pro

& TRACTOR SERVICE
HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

NOLATA/ATI rne

RG0S

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime « Evening « Weekends

Diana J. Tucker

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

381-5879

HIGH QUALITY
GATLE SYSTEMS

Kok 1? m’i] 2
559-454-8060

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

<18
Tl
iq'.\ b

Tom Kellner  SSRER
owner/broker

Kellner&SonsmPropertles

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments
License Training

Cell 706-3162

office 559—645—1132
x 559-442-0961

ﬂa: t /Ofofon a/a/ly

Saller sy o Gini gt /ﬁ

* Professional
photography

* Personalized
unique gifts

« Gift certificates

Jftuckabee’s

EATING & AIR CONDITIONING
LiC. #837274

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
e Artful Pruning

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED
Color Matching

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

T

AUTO REPAIR

+ A/C SERVICE
Ranchos Auto Repair

& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

& Lonas Del Valle

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers ¢ Repairs Tarps ¢ Lonas

&

550-313-8407

License #B0006328

Robyn s Day Curé

MARION POOL

vam O REPAIR

[ e — « Removals T D * Weekly Service
. re-schoo pr'ogr'arn i .
“ * Disease Part-time and full time Equlpment
559-662-0336 ‘;, " Management . * Supplies
A * Residential
559-438-8260 U 1GH | ) « Drains - Upstarts « Commercial
Sales and Service - Free Estimates TREE L's. P E CIALI s TS : S ; R LocaIIy Owned
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned 1% 645-TREE “597”\’ & COOLING 251:2514 3511605 6454799
and operated! i3 (sr== || 6&7$S-76387 office  cell after5p.m.
We’ve Got YOU Covered — RESIDENTIAL
zc BUSINESS » AUTO m” B&M COMMERCIAL KNIGHT & DAY
+ Industr OV » FARNI '- EXTERIOR COMPUTERS
== BEALTHH Auto & TruckParts | | yrerior - NEW AND USED LAPTOPS «
1 * PRINTERS ¢ PARTS »
\". i o | MO ny _-_:;_s Store_ hours: “We cover
\ Tl?g T ¥ Garcia Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30 your 645_0 122

« Stick
+ Certified
+ Portable

Welding & Fabrication

call JERRY CLARK - 706-3865

645-1792,
341-2002.
431-3072.
Lic. #0G11001

Valley Ag Insurance

tony@valleyagins.com

Sat 8:00-4:00
— Sun 10:00-3:00

r . - .
ﬂ Madera Ranchos Plaza

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

problems!”

LIC. #313070

Geraldo Scheffing
Painting

674-2320

B.E.A.R. #74561

_ experience

repairs -

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Clark’s Performance

* GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
* General Automotive Repairs
* Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Professional Pet Care
When You Can't Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Specializing in Livestock

@
(-

eall
Sandra Oliver
559- 240 3556
Rt St

\]aCkIeJOneS international
559-232-1352 lw c m s € &}
Accredited ¢ Insured « Bonded

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

FREE ESTIMATES -
LIC. #B000B113 | "

559:974-1357

CARTER DRYWALL

SERVICE, INC.

!‘Call us for all

your drywall needs

@4‘5-1914

Ic. #£B3934a449

Need
Construction?
«Concrete
*Rough Framing
« General Building :
« Steel Buildings « Shop Buildings
*Room Additions « New Construction

FREE ESTIMATES!

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-68I-8947

CRONIN MARINE
REFAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Since 1984
Eileen Tiso - Owner

Property Management Available
559-645-1102

36754 Ave. 12#101 » Madera, CA 93636

« Private Instruction on:
Violin « Fiddle
Guitar « Mandolin
« Classical to Country e

* Intermediate to Advanced

Tin. Jolnsa
645 0502
681-7112

tliohns@bu.edu

LOGOS
PR
H MARKETING

645-0634

www.The Ranchos.com
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Don't be put off by a seemingly too-tangled situation. Sometimes a simple
procedure will unsnarl all the knots and get you in the clear fast and easy, just the way the Lamb likes it.

B Sans

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) It'sagood time to go through your work space -- wherever it is --
and see what needs to be replaced and what can be tossed (or at least given away) without a second thought.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Someone who disagrees with your position might try to intimidate
you. But continue to present a fair argument, regardless of how petty someone else might be while trying
to make a point.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You might find yourself exceptionally sensitive to family matters this
week. An issue could come to light that you had overlooked. Ask other kinfolk to discuss it with you.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You might have more questions about a project (or perhaps someone
you're dealing with on some level) than you feel comfortable with. If so, see which can be answered,
which cannot, and why.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) It'sagood time to clean up and clear out what you don't
need before your tidy self is overwhelmed by "stuff.” Then go celebrate the Virgo victory over clutter
with someone special.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You might feel a mite confused about why something
you were sure couldn't go wrong didn't go all right either. Be patient. Things soon move into balance,
exactly as you like it.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) At this decision point, you could be moving from side
to side, just to say you're in motion. Or you could be considering making a move straight up. What you
choose is up to you.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Although your finances should be in an improved
situation at this time, thrift is still the savvy Sagittarian's smart move. Advice from a spouse or partner
could be worth heeding.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Taking on a new challenge brings out the Goat's skills
in maneuvering over and around difficult spots. Best of all, the Goat does it one careful step after
another. (Got the idea, Kid?)

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Don't give up yet. Your well-known patience might
be wearing thin because of a disturbing (and seemingly unending) problem with someone close to you.
This could be a time to ask for help. Good luck.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Be careful about a new venture that lures you into a "just-look-
and-see" mode. Be sure that what you're being given to see isn't hiding what you should be seeing instead.

Born this Week.

Arries and TARurus give you the gift of leadership and

the blessings of care and concern for all creatures.

(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc
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Are you Looking for one of the
Highest Performing School Districts
in the San Joaquin Valley?

Look No Further
Its All Here in ...

Golden Valley USD

Growing a District of Excellence!

« California Distinguished Schools -
. State of the Art Facilities —
« New Middle School Opened August

2009
« HIGHEST performing K-12 district in

Madera County (State API)
« SECOND HIGHEST to Clovis in all of
Fresno County (State API) |
« Wide variety of Extra Curricular and Athletic Opportunities
« New Fee-Based After School program offered at elementary
sites (pending enroliment)

Make Golden Valley Your Choice!

Now Enrolling!

Contact us at (559) 645-7500 www.gvusd.com

Click on ““Local News™ at



FULL SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE

WE ALSO DO:
Brakes ¢ Tune-ups ¢« Diagnostic

Oil changes * Service work OlL CHANGE
AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS
1 WITH EVERY

CHUCK'S TRANSMISSION & 1 TRANSMISSION |

I SERVICE
12090 37 1/2  MADERA RANCHOS | 19POINTVEHICLE |
Just off avenue 12 VEx y  INSPECTION!

call for appt. « exp. 5/31/10

follow us on 2

FacebookI

645-4475 e:fki

Missed Manners and Clueless

Page 25

Ger Fit) Live Well
&/ A Gym For The Ranchos!
Maywood Center behind Ranchos Cafe next to Hart Photography

No Initiation Fee!
No Driving To Fresno!

*Free Weights

*Plate Loaded Machines

*Selecterized Machines

*Cardio Equipment

*Women's Only Non-Weight Resistance Equipment
*Specialized Weight Training Programs for Youth - Adults
*Specialized Fitness Program for Seniors

Special services:

*Personalized Weight Training Program

*Specialized Off Season Training: Football, Baseball, Basketball
*Specialized In Season Training: Football, Baseball, Basketball

Only $30 individual
$45 married couple
$60 family

Owned and Operated by Karl Roth Phone 790-0061
karlroth15@gmail.com

4/10

Say you saw itin the Ranchos Independent

www. The Ranchos.com

My mother always said | was an old
soul. I am a reluctant member of “Genera-
tion Y.” Reluctant in that | adhere to a more
old-fashioned social etiquette standard. | be-
lieve you should respect your elders, respect
authority and respect other people as well as
their personal property and space. | believe
that manners and etiquette are crucial in
maintaining a civil society, and most impor-
tantly, | believe that my generation, and the
generations that have come after, lack these
qualities. Because of this, | have always pre-
ferred the company of adults, even when |
was a young child. Although, what younger
generations lack in respect, proper decorum,
even work ethic, they more than make up for
it with a sense of vanity, apathy and entitle-
ment, prevalent in those like Paris Hilton, the
Kardashian girls and the entire cast of MTV’s
The Hills. We are the entitlement generation.
Nothing need be earned — | am here, and |
deserve whatever | want, innately, without
having to earn it.

Interestingly enough, the one thing my
generation demands you earn is respect, al-
though not in the traditional sense, nor do
they have the slightest idea of what earning it
really means. There is a clear difference be-
tween earning respect and showing respect,
although that concept seems to be lost on the
young minds. | was always taught to show
respect to my elders, my teachers, my par-
ents, bosses and other authority figures. This
is no longer the common thread. Teachers
aren’t respected until they “earn” it, and evi-
dently spending years in school, obtaining
their degree, acquiring a teaching credential
and putting up with ungrateful teenagers just
hasn’t done the trick. This misconception
about respect has flourished into a frighten-
ing lack of manners the whole nation over.
From those that treat the roads as their own
personal speedway, to others who think their
telephone conversation is important enough
to hold up the line of 20 stacking up behind
them. It is everywhere, and it is maddening.

Case in point, while shopping at Wal-
Mart recently | became a victim of shopping
cart rage, not as deadly as road rage, but dis-
astrous for the Achilles tendon. | was stand-
ing next to a freezer bin in a center aisle,
trying to decide which was a healthier snack,
corn dogs or taquitos, when | was side-
swiped by a twit in a tube top, mini skirt and
spike-heeled boots. The perfect shopping
outfit for a Sunday afternoon at \Wal-Mart be-
cause apparently no woman in her 20s can
leave the house without her stilettos and
cleavage on display.

I’m not sure what her intentions were,
regardless, she misjudged the distance be-
tween my cart and the empty open space di-
rectly to my left and crashed into me. The

y er yn b. nyré
corn dogs and taquitos went flying, and the
sharp metal corner of my cart pierced my
ankle. Needless to say, | forgot my own rule
about swearing in public for a few regrettable
seconds.

For those who have not had the pleas-
ure of meeting me. | am easily the clumsiest
woman in the world and would have been
able to achieve spilled groceries and a bleed-
ing ankle all on my own, without the aid of
Wal-Mart Barbie and her erratic cart push-
ing. | probably could have done it without
benefit of any movement of any kind, that’s
how clumsy | am. Regardless, there | stood,
cupping my ankle to try and stop the bleed-
ing, biting my tongue to try and stop the
cussing, when she starts yelling at me for
being in the way and not looking where | was
standing — completely still, on the side of the
aisle, up next to the freezer bin with 15 feet of
open space between me and the end-cap dis-
play. Maybe if she had the extra 3 feet of
space | was taking up, she would have been
able to successfully maneuver her cart with-
out bloodshed. Regardless, here was this girl,
yelling at me, because | had nothing better to
do than be in her way.

Resisting the urge to raise my voice and
take her on in a screaming match, | flashed
her a smile and told her I accepted her apol-
ogy and offered her a cart driving lesson, or
two, because clearly she needed all the help
she could get. | limped past, leaving her
yelling next to the crash site, thinking to my-
self, what a shining example of the manners
that have become commonplace today.

Running rampant the nation over, espe-
cially in the younger generations, is the idea
that only “I” matter. Only “my stuff” matters.
Your stuff is expendable and, if it, or you, get
in my way, off with your head. Gone are the
days of “The right to swing my fist ends
where the other man’s nose begins,” (Oliver
Wendell Holmes, Jr.), now are the days of,
“The right to swing my fist is inalienable and
there is nothing you can do or say to stop me,
and if you try, you are a fascist. This is a free
country!”

If that is the case, then | say | have the
inalienable right to spray-paint the disre-
spectful masses lime green, that way we all
know whom to avoid.
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on Twitter at www.Twitter.com/maderaroads.

Ranchos First in Madera County
For New, High-Tech Road Material

The Madera County Road Department Traffic Crew installed a new all-weather, high-visi-
bility thermoplastic marking material at the crosswalks on Road 36 near Liberty High School
and Ranchos Middle School Wednesday, April 7. This is the first location in Madera County to
receive installation of this special type of material.

For updates regarding Road Department issues and activities, you can follow their exploits

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal
15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93636 559-645-0722

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

Service Schedule

Sunday 10 a.m.
Sunday 6 p.m.
AWANA Children's Ministry

1o Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs.

Birdstone Winery, Alegria Guild
“Party on the Grass” for Hospital

On Saturday, May 15 at 5:30 p.m. on
the lawn at Birdstone Winery, 9400 Road
36 at Avenue 9, Alegria Guild and Bird-
stone Winery will present “Release Party on
the Grass” to celebrate the fifth annual re-
lease of “Alegria Guild Reserve by Bird-
stone Winery,” wines whose proceeds
benefit Alegria Guild of Children’s Hospi-
tal Central California.

The party includes a fabulous meal
catered by Central Valley Caterers and live
music by local blues legend AC Myles. The

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!

evening starts at 5:30 p.m., following the
Madera Wine Trail’s Spring Wine Trail Ad-
venture. Guests can sample the newely re-
leased wines and enjoy Alegria
Pomegranate-Blood Orange Sangria, check
out the box auction and enjoy the fun at the
“Release Party on the Grass.”

All proceeds from the event go to ben-
efit Children’s Hospital. Reservations are
$35 and include dinner, wine tasting and
concert. You can contact Alice Tesei to re-
serve your seat at (559) 673-9440.

4/10

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

LEGAL NOTICE

“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH
AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A SEA-
SONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY TO
ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL PROP-
ERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE ABATED
ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2010.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAY RETURN.

4/10

Shstallod with PML

Residential, Commercial and Industrial
[ Factory-trained NATE Certified Technicians / Fm
| AUTHORIZED -

Free Estimates for replacement units

®  Ductwork Testing & Sealing @
= Custom Metal Fabrication Turn to the Experts
= Continuous Rain Gutters

Punl's

Sheet Metal & Air Conditioning

(559) 674-2774

Lic. 463756 Since 1952

We are a proud supporter of the

Flatlander's Day Parade

4/10

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Classified

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 35
years experience - Tailor-
ing, repairs and leathers.
Fast service. NEW AD-
DRESS & PHONE NUM-
BER: 36733 Ave. 12. Call
559-645-4583.

Construction

New construction, remodels,

room additions, barns and pa-
tios. Call 559-970-4476 or
559-645-4033.

Flooring/Carpeting

We can carpet your whole
house for just $1,188 (based
on 80 yds) including carpet,
pad and installation. Three
styles to choose at that price.
Call 974-1630. Great savings

on laminate and hardwood
too.
For Rent

For Rent - 1 BR/1BA apart-
ment for rent in the Ranchos.
$700 per month plus utilities.
No pets. Call 645-1102.

For Sale

For Sale - Antiques! Antique
Sleigh, Wood Burning Stove,
Dolls! Lots of China cabinets &
Dining Room Sets. BY AP-
POINTMENT ONLY! Call 645-
1770.

For Sale - All new QUEEN PIL-
LOWTOP Mattress/Box, Still in pack-
age. Cost $700. Sacrifice $195. Call
559-438-0248.

For Sale - Brand New KING PIL-
LOWTOP Mattress/Box, Never Used,
In Plastic, Cost $900. Sacrifice $295.
With Warranty. Call 559-275-8813.

For Sale - Electric Piano - Yamaha
Clavinova - Excellent Condition. $3,000
Value - Asking $800. Call 645-5290.

For Sale - Production Horse Sale. 27th
Annual - Lazy K Ranch, Chowchilla. Sat.

June 5th. 55+AQHA & APHA $575. -
$975. Call 559-760-7055. www.LazyK
ranch.com.

For Sale - Portable garage frame w/top
cover, 10 ft. wide x 20 ft. long. Has leg
extensions for RV to 12 ft. high. Includes
cement leg weights. $100. Call Bill at
645-0229.

For Sale - Lathe - Sheldon - 15x55 3
Jaw & 4 . $5,000 OBO. 1929 Bugatti
replica - Mostly Chrome - VW motor
$6,500. Call 645-5501.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializ-

ing in both continuous and
standard rain gutters. Gen-
eral Contractor - Repair
Maintenance. 29 years work-
ing in the area. Call 559-
822-2759.

Handyman Wanted

Help Wanted - Madera Ran-
chos handyman to do primarily
Weed Eater work. $9 per hour.
Call 645-4201.

Housecleaning Services

Services -

Reliable,
reasonable
includes: All
house duties except win-
dows.Call for rates or have
questions? 559-776-6790.

Housecleaning

Ranchos Area.
references,
rates. Job

Painting Services

Painting Services - 40 years
of experience. Licensed and
insured. Frank Kramer Ex-

teriors. Lic. #273099. Call
645-4113.

Refinancing

I CAN HELP YOU - Princi-

ple Reduction * Loan Modifi-

cation * Loans. Bad Credit
OK - Call Bettina at 213-
4470.

Tractor Services

Tractor work, discing, ro-
totilling, weed cutting. Bob-
cat work, drilling post holes,
trees, trenching and clean
ups. Call Neal at 645-1200 or
285-8211.

Tractor work, house pads,
lot leveling, driveways,
trenching, concrete work
and underground utilities in-
stalled. Call 559-970-4476
or 559-645-4033.

Travel
Local Travel Agent -
Need assistance in plan-

ning your next vacation?
Call Sharry at 474-0505 or
visit www.RweGoneYet.com.

G 0 FlG U R E ! by Linda Thistle

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bot-
tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

1

- + 15
x

X — 3
20 [ >s [ 5

2 3 4 5 7 7 8 9

© 2010 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning special. Most
windows $5 inside/out. Screen,
track and sills included. Hard
water stain and cobweb removal
available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

TO ADVERTISE

CALL 645-0634

Only $10 for 25 words.

ISTICKELIERS M

wlerry Stickels

Can you determine what number
should replace the question mark
in the figure below?

?2 ]2
14

9

17
12

19

10| 7

€2010 King Features Syndicats
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SupPou

by Linda Thistle

7 5 4 6
2 5 3|1
9 2 4
714 8

3 1 9

7

6 8 7

9 6 1

8 1 9 5

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
©2010 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Nancy Watson | @

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You” »
REALTY
645-5000 CONCEPTS
Www.nancywatson.net LD,
If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an

experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 4110

DAVID PARKER

Realtor®
www.davidparker.info

490-1989

DRE#: 01323109
A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, | am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today! 410
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L1Z KUCHINSKI

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson
Letting My Experience Work for You

» Repeat and referral based business ¢ Friendly, fun and a positive attitude

* Century 21 Centurion status eight years « MLS Committee Member
Fresno Association of Realtors ¢ Serving the Ranchos for 25 years

Certified Liz’s knowledge and understanding of her local community
® Residential Make her uniquely qualified to enable her clients to own a piece
Specialist  of the “American Dream.” 410

Century 21 C.Watson Direct: (559) 364-1000 « Fax: (559) 440-7608

liz@lizkuchinski.com « www.lizsellinghomes.com

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

7520 North Palm « Fresno

Lie. 414178

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41 Family Owned
Madera Siuce 1976

4/10

Our Schools Need Financial Help

Eileen Tiso, owner of The Real Estate Network, has made a pledge to
donate 5% of net proceeds from each home/lot sold in the
Golden Valley School District.

Please let your family, friends and community
know that if they list or buy real estate from The
Real Estate Network, owner Eileen Tiso will
*% © donate to Sierra View, Webster, Ranchos Middle
School and Liberty High School.

Donations will be made for the following
programs: Reading labs, music programs, field
trips and supplies for students.

Call The Real Estate Network
at 645-1102 or
Eileen (Burgess) Tiso
at 706-0301.
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PRECOCIOUS PAUL can restack these
blocks in one minute flat so that the num-
bers will add up to 33 across, down and
diagonally. Can you match his speed?
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: by Charles Barry Townsend
CAN YOU MAGICALLY SOLVE THESE FIVE PUZZLES?

lliustrated by David Coulson

THERE IS SNABS W ..EXPECIALLY OF
OUT THERE THAT YER ABILIKY TA
AVOID WORKY

IT'S PARTY TIME! Can you solve this AlphaMath puzzle before
the cake's finished? You must replace the letlers on the side of the
refrigerator with the digits 0, 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, so that you have
a correct addition problem. The same lelters get the same digits. |
Try to get the highest possible total.

‘(P41 = 058 + PI6) '9=Y L= '0=X '5=0 '§=8 'v=3 '}=D ‘6= amsuy

FOR THE BIRDS! Can you find the four five-letter words in the 0
word square on the right that match the definitions belaw? Al
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HOPIN' TA WRECK VSO YA SEE..
L YER NOT
PARANOID f

waords used must read the same both across and down. * H

1. To follow in pursuit.
3. Alarge building.

2. A wading bird (given). 3
4. Atype of loud noise.

5. To make into law.
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
. message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell

out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -
forward, backward, up, down and diagonallv.

Barber Chavez Holst Ravel
Berio Copland Mahler Strauss
Bernstein Debussy McCartney  Stravinsky
Busoni Elgar Puccini
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With a wave of your magic pencil, see if
you can change these five words in five
minutes flat. In this type of puzzle, you
are given a word that must be changed
into another word in a series of moves.
During each move, you must change
one letter in the previous word so as to
form a new word. In our example, we
changed WAND to SILK in four moves.
See if you can change the following
words in four moves each.

1. CASK to WINE
2. FUEL to HEAT
3. GULL to BIRD
4. WOOD to BURN
5. LARD to COOK
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By Fifi Rodriguez

1. MOVIES: Which one of the Seven
Dwarfs is the only one wearing glasses in
Disney's "Snow White" animated film?

2. TELEVISION: Who starred in the TV
series "Quantum Leap"?

3. PSYCHOLOGY: A xenophobic person
would be afraid of what?

4. GEOGRAPHY: What was the prior
name of the nation of Sri Lanka?

5. LANGUAGE: What is another name for
comestibles?

6. COMICS: What is the name of the
family duck in the "Hagar the Horrible"
comic strip?

7. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Who once
said, "Freedom is not worth having if it
does not include the freedom to make
mistakes."”

8. MEASUREMENTS: What is a jiffy, as
in "I'll be there in a jiffy"?

9. MUSIC: Which rock music singer used
to perform onstage with a boa constrictor
around his neck?

10. BUSINESS: What does the "B.F."
stand for in "B.F. Goodrich"?
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Amber Waves

by Dave T. Phipps

Super Crossword

Find at least six differences in details between panels.

www.The Ranchos.com
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Now it

Now that South East Madera County United (SEMCU) has been formed in the Madera Ranchos to help with the pressing
concerns of water issues in the Ranchos, and with an eye to the future to help resolve issues of transportation, noise,

energy and other services providéd by the County and other public agérlcies, we are still looking for willing hands and
minds to help. |

If the Ranchos is your home and you are concerned about its future, this is the organization for you. Call the
number below or send an email for more information and discover Just how badly you are needed. |

SEMCU exists to advocate for, and act on behalf of, SEMCU members and the region by working with private granting agents
and othér parties to attain the above-stated purposes and té provide other services beneficial to SEMCU members and the region

If we don't get together, outside forces will take it into their own hands. Guaranteed.

559-8363-9095

ranchos.community@gmail.com




