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Just one year ago the Madera Ranchos experienced a devastating loss with the deaths

of three outstanding young men. 

The day began on the unusually hot spring morning of May 17, 2008, when Broth-

ers David and Matthew Alison and their cousin Brannon Scharf set off on another big ad-

venture. Just one of many big adventures that had been shared among these best friends

their entire lifetime. Little did they know this would ultimately be their final adventure.

The boys (as their mothers still prefer to call them) had grown up together in the Ranchos

surrounded by a huge, loving extended family. 

The boys were warm, friendly, charming and outgoing. They had a natural ability to

bring a smile to everyone’s face and to light up any room they walked into. 

David (25) and brother Matthew Alison (23) loved football. They grew up playing

Babe Ruth Football together and David later played Football for Reedley College and

Fresno City College. They were excited to have just moved out of their family home and

into a place of their own. They were in the process of buying out their father’s portion of

the family business to form their own company “Alison Brother’s Pumping.”

Brannon Scharf (26) their cousin, played Water Polo and Tennis at Madera High

School where he’d also taken 1st place in the State of California FFA program for Small

Engines. He worked for JM Forklift as well as in his family’s business Andersen & An-

dersen Construction and he’d just earned his General Contractors License.

Brannon and his new bride Jennifer had just managed to save enough money to get

married two months before. They have a handsome son Brayden, age 6, who is the spit-

ting image of his father and was always the light of his father’s eye.

Their families described many fond memories of the boys, how they were fascinated

with building a hover craft and how they were once totally surprised to hear the announcer

Tragic “Adventure” One Year LaterTragic “Adventure” One Year Later

Area Goldmine Disaster Still Impacts Area Families
By Christi McKinney

Please see TRAGIC on P. 4

By Christ McKinney

Madera County District 1 Supervisor

Frank Bigelow came to the Ranchos on Mon-

day, March 30 to conduct a Town Hall Meet-

ing at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Activity

Center. He addressed approximately 50 resi-

dents concerning a variety of issues from

water management to upcoming changes in

roads and traffic flow through the Ranchos.

Bigelow was accompanied by Resource Man-

agement Agency Director Ray Beach and

Road Commissioner Johannes J. Hoevertsz.

Bigelow addressed the proposed

County Budget of $210 million, $5 million

over last year’s budget. “There are no plans

for layoffs, no changes in service levels and

no anticipated salary cuts for the approxi-

mately 1700 county employees,” Bigelow

said. “There are approximately 200 vacan-

cies in staff positions that are not being filled

at this time because of a selective hiring

freeze currently in place with exceptions

being made for law enforcement and public

safety.” Overall, Bigelow said the County is

looking good financially and is not it the fi-

nancial emergency situation that many Cal-

ifornia counties currently find themselves in.

“Madera County has applied for $430

million in stimulus in an attempt to qualify

under any available program,” Ray Beach

added. “However, we may get $25-30 mil-

lion if we’re lucky.”

Bigelow urged attendees to pay atten-

tion to upcoming changes being considered

by the State Water Resource Management

Board, warning that a number of changes are

being considered that could drastically affect

rural wells. “Water issues are of utmost im-

portance. We must find a holistic approach

to our state’s water issues,” he said.

The majority of the meeting focused on

upcoming changes in roads and traffic in the

Ranchos. Much of the funding for traffic

projects is coming from Proposition 1B

which is requiring that projects must be

“shovel ready” which means they have ap-

proximately 120 days to deliver the project.

“Most accidents in the Ranchos are ei-

ther rear end collisions or left hand passing

collisions,” Bigelow said as he addressed

traffic concerns. Traffic Commissioner Ho-

evertsz stated that the County was initially

criticized for paying more attention to traffic

patterns than pedestrian traffic. To address

this issue, the County will be installing side-

walks on both sides of Avenue 12 between

Road 36 and Road 37 and installing a left

hand turn lane down the middle of Avenue

12, stating that this would greatly improve

the flow of traffic through the Ranchos.

Other projects in process are:

Rebuilding a culvert on road 36 at John

Albert

Restriping roads

Enforcing parking restrictions on Av-

enue 12 between Road 36 and 37

Enforcement of restrictions on trash re-

ceptacles in the roads on non pick up days.

The County is looking to negotiate with trash

companies for off peak pick up times.

Installation of a traffic signal at Lanes

Bridge and Children’s Boulevard

Reinstallation of overhead lights on

Children’s Boulevard

Reconstruction of Ave 15 between Road

29 and Road 34, much like 36-41 is now. 

Jolene Mason also made a presentation

about the Citizens On Patrol (COP) program.

She urged everyone with some free time on

their hands to get involved in their commu-

nity and encouraged people considering it to

schedule a ride along. Their website is lo-

cated at www.nacop.org/madera.

District 1 Supervisor Bigelow Hosts Ranchos Town Hall Meeting

A suspicious vehicle was spotted near Sierra View Elementary recently. It was

described as a hunter green Chevy van with gold trim on the bottom third of the

vehicle and had cargo doors in the rear. The occupants appeared to be two hispanic

males. The vehicle repeatedly followed a young mother with two children who were

bike riding. If you see this vehicle, please get a license plate number and contact the

Madera County Sheriff’s Department at 675-7770.

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE ALERT

Sgt. Raul Moncada of the Madera Ran-

chos died April 13 near Baghdad, Iraq, from

wounds inflicted by an explosive device that

detonated near his Humvee in an attack while

he was traveling in a con-

voy back to his base. He

was 29.

Moncada had

planned this to be his

final tour of duty, ending

a 10-year military career

that included 6 years in

the Marines and the last 4

years in the Army. He

had been with the 563rd

Military Police Com-

pany, 91st Military Police

Battalion, 10th Sustain-

ment Brigade, 10th

Mountain Division

(Light Infantry) out of

Fort Drum, N.Y. He

looked forward to leav-

ing the military, marrying

his girlfriend and becom-

ing a correctional officer. 

Moncada was the third oldest of seven

children who loved sports and making people

laugh. He joined the Marine Corps right out of

high school in June of 1997 and then joined

the active duty Army in June, 2005.

Raul's awards and decorations include

the Army Commendation Medal, the Army

Good Conduct Medal,

the National Defense

Service Medal, the Iraqi

Campaign Medal with

Combat Service, the

Global War on Terrorism

Service Medal, the Army

Service Ribbon, the

Overseas Service Rib-

bon, the Armed Forces

Reserve Medal with "M"

device and the Combat

Action Badge. 

Raul is survived by

his father Raul; his

mother Obdulia; broth-

ers, Julio, Ruben, and

Matthew; sisters, Miriam,

Alejandra and Danida;

his six year old daughter

Priscila; his girlfriend

Tina and soon to be

born Baby Mia in New York; five nieces

and three nephews, aunts, uncles,

cousins and many friends.

Ranchos Soldier Dies in Iraq Attack

Sgt. Raul Moncada
November 25, 1979 - April 13, 2009
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By Randy Bailey

I offer this editorial merely as an il-

lustration. I give you the information

and then you can do with it as you will.

Both of these experiences actually hap-

pened to me.

Example A:  I received a package

from a governmental agency (the

I.R.S.) about a month ago, saying I

owed something from 1999. They

claimed they had trouble finding me

due to my address change (it’s impor-

tant to mention here that I’ve lived at

the same address for the last 13 years

so there have been no address changes,

including 10 years ago). To prove their

point  they included a copy of the letter

and envelope that they had used to un-

successfully reach me all those years

ago that had since been returned to the

I.R.S.

Here’s the good part: The letter

that had been so unsuccessful in reach-

ing me had my present address on it.

Now here’s the best part: They

put the old letter with my present ad-

dress on it inside of a larger envelope

addressed to my present address and

then included a change of address

form that they wanted me to fill out

with the change from my present ad-

dress to my present address, which is

where they had just sent the envelope

and all of its contents.

Example B: As often happens in

business, sometimes you have cus-

tomers who don’t want to pay their

bills. Back in March of 2008 I sent out

a collection letter to a Fresno account

for some money that was owed for a se-

ries of ads that appeared in the Ranchos

Independent. I never heard from the ac-

count (I really didn’t expect to) and so

I turned the account over to a collection

agency and put it out of my mind.

Last week I’m at the palatial Ran-

chos Independent office going through

my mail, all of which had been deliv-

ered by a governmental agency (the

U.S. Post Office), and I noticed one of

the letters has been marked “returned to

sender.”

That would be me.

I didn’t recognize the addressee

and couldn’t remember sending this let-

ter out and then I realized it was a cus-

tomer that I hadn’t done business with

in about a year. I looked over at the

cancellation mark    and it had been can-

celled in April ... of 2008! They were

just now getting the letter back to me, a

year later. All I could think was how

glad I was that I hadn’t mailed my sick

aunt that kidney she needed a year ago.

Now, other then for the comic

value, why do I share these stories?

Because I listen daily to voices

from the Left that tell me how much bet-

ter we would all be if the government

was just in charge of our healthcare.

Am I missing something?

Healthcare and Government - Why Not?

[The Democrats]

say that the

United States

has had its

days in the

sun, that our

nation has

passed its

zenith .. .  My

fellow citi -

zens, I  utterly

reject that

view. 

The

Ray Gun
Shooting Str aight

to the Heart

RONALD REAGAN

saying more in one quote

than others say in a lifetime

Editorial

It is apparent that we have more than

a couple of dozen retired CHP officers

living in Madera County. Many we

worked closely with on the job but now

rarely see, even though we live in the

same county. Therefore, we are attempt-

ing to start a periodic meeting of our local

retirees where we can catch up on the lat-

est and, perhaps, share some war stories.

Some of you may have moved into the

area after retirement but you're CHP and

we want you to come too.

Hal Parks, owner of the PIZZA FAC-

TORY, located on Avenue 12 in the Madera

Ranchos, has offered to house (not host)
the meetings. Our first get-together is

scheduled for May 11 at 7 p.m. (formerly

1900 hours). If you have questions, or if

you need directions, call Hal at 683-5830

or Ronn at 674-1508 or John at 284-0207.

Attn: Retired CHP
In Madera County



I will begin with a couple of words about the

“TEA Parties.”

I don’t know who was “behind” the organizing

of the TEA Parties; what I do know is that myself

and a lot of other folks attending didn’t care. We

were just glad to hear our unified voices expressing our frustration with the

government spending we feel has gotten out of hand as we have lost con-

trol. My wife and I have been lifelong members of a major party but this

past election convinced us to change our registration to “Declined to State.”

To get elected these days politicians need to sign onto the PARTY LINE.

The party lines are controlled by the fringe elements of the parties, leaving

most of us in the middle of the road waiting to be run over.

Legislation has become an auction selling each vote for a bit of pork on

the side. Pork began to convince someone on the fence to support a bill but

unfortunately the practice has expanded to include anybody that will vote.

All you have to do is hold off a bit and play hard to get a bit. Like magic,

pork appears on your plate. It isn’t hard to see how logic and common sense

end up becoming just “road kill” on the political highway.

World News had a story last night about a multi-million dollar airport

serving about 30 people a day. The rest of the story never gets told. Just

Imagine all of the wasteful pork filled legislation this politician added to

his vote to in order to earn his plate of pork (this ridiculous airport in the

middle of nowhere).

TEA means “Taxed Enough Already.”

With that said I move on to the next Madera County Board of Supervi-

sors meeting.

Item 5: Consideration of approval of Status Report on the High-Speed

Rail Project.

This one is a bit confusing. Is it, as the agenda states, approval of a sta-

tus report or, as the Board letter seems to imply, approval of the “staff ’s”

recommendations?

There is a big difference. 

What is on the agenda would merely be staff keeping the Board in-

formed. What is implied in the letter would be the Board expressing support

for the staff recommendations. High Speed Rail is a big deal and deserves

much public discussion.

Tipping Fees. (09214): Hearing to consider approval of a) A resolution

approving increased fees for collection and disposal of garbage and recy-

clable materials by self-haulers, commercial front load trucks, roll-off bin

customers and County franchised haulers, within the incorporated and unin-

corporated areas of the County of Madera; b) Increasing Collection Disposal

Fees proposed by Madera Disposal Systems, Inc., (MDSI) and EMADCO

Disposal; and c) A resolution approving increased fees for collection and

disposal of garbage and recyclable materials by franchised haulers operating

under contract with the City of Madera and the City of Chowchilla.

Do you remember all of the uproar last year about the massive increase

in tipping fees for unincorporated Madera County while an equally massive

reduction in fees was implemented for the cities of Madera and Chowchilla?

There was lots of talk about how it would all balance out and we were as-

sured the numbers were good and that there was a reasonable division of ex-

penses to keep the landfill operating for several years. What we are now

looking at is over a 10 percent increase on top of, if my memory serves, over

a 20 increase last year.

CLOSED SESSION: We don’t get to know what is talked about in these

meetings, we just have to trust that the rules are being followed. There are

seldom reports give other than, “No reportable actions.”

Sometimes items eventually do come to light. On this agenda it was

found in the quiet and not so brightly lit areas of the CONSET CALENDAR:

“Report by County Counsel on Closed Session Items. (09023). HUMAN RE-

SOURCES DEPARTMENT: Consideration of approval of Resolution adopt-

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

4/09 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation

Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 

You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals

today at

Please see D.O.G. on P. 10
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at the annual Flatlanders Day Parade say,

“Here’s David and Brannon,” as they looked

up to see David riding their go cart down the

road with Brannon behind him pushing it.

They’d spent many hours on their fam-

ily’s sprawling 700 acre Alison Cattle Ranch

in O’Neals, just East of Coarsegold. It had

been their childhood playground where

they’d shared many boyhood adventures

there, playing ball, building water slides,

hunting and even rebuilding a cabin together

as they got older. The boys had explored vir-

tually every inch of the sprawling ranch ex-

cept one area they referred to as “the last

frontier on the ranch,” an abandoned gold

mine from the 1850’s called the "Hildreth"

mine. This abandoned gold mine, one of sev-

eral built during the California Gold Rush

back in the mid 1800's, was once a very ac-

tive gold mine approximately 8 feet in di-

ameter and very steep, measuring 15-20 feet

deep inside.

“They'd been on this ranch since they

were babies,” but had only recently realized

that the small tunnels they explored as kids

could be hiding undiscovered gold said

Terry Alison, David and Matthew's father.

Although the boys had been fascinated by

the mine, they had never explored it before

because it had always been full of water with

a natural spring in it. Brannon’s mother

Susan Andersen recalls that he had always

been leery of going into the mine.

On Mother’s Day, 2008, unbeknownst

to their mothers, they devised a plan that

took place a week later when they used a gas

powered pump to drain the underground

water from the mine. They also used a fan to

blow out air and a generator on the outside of

the mine. They pumped water out of the

mine for approximately 6-7 hours. When

Matthew’s girlfriend, Candace Kliewer

spoke to him at approximately 2 p.m. that af-

ternoon of May 17 they were very excited

because they’d finally been able to get

enough water out and they were getting

ready to go inside the abandoned mine and

look around. However when Candace tried

to reach them again at about 4 p.m. she was

unable to do so and panic set in. She alerted

the family and went to the ranch to look for

them. Tragically Terry Alison, who was

scheduled to get married the following day,

found the bodies of his sons David and

Matthew and his nephew Brannon at ap-

proximately 11 p.m. at the top of a steep hill

just outside the mine. Autopsies confirmed

that all three men died of carbon monoxide

poisoning. Chances are that the carbon

monoxide came from the gasoline pump

they used to drain water from the mine.

Relatives believe David went in first

and that the other two followed and did their

very best to carry him out to safety. Matthew

and Brannon were able to drag David, the

largest of the three, to the top of the steep in-

cline before they all collapsed. Terry Alison

described the horror of finding his two sons

and nephew near the mouth of the mine.

“They were just all entwined. I hugged them

and they were just covered with mud from

head to toe from struggling to get out of

there.”

“They had a deep bond and love for

each other. There's no way one would have

left the other down there,” Brannon’s mother

said. Matt and David’s uncle, Michael Mi-

randa, says the three grew up going on ad-

ventures together, they lived their lives

looking out for one another and that's how

they died in the mine. “They weren't going to

leave that shaft leaving someone behind.”

Working through the various stages of

grief is much different for everyone. It’s only

been a year and everyone is working through

the stages of grief in their own way and in

their own time, all the while missing their

loved ones every moment of every day. The

TRAGIC cont. from P. 2
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,

We are so lucky to be living in this

community. The more involved I am the

more I love living here. This community,

the students, the principal and teachers

should be overjoyed that our Golden Val-

ley Unified School District is a California

Distinguished School District and all of

this in just 10 years. In 2004 Webster Ele-

mentary School was our first California

Distinguished School. Sierra View Ele-

mentary joined Golden Valley when it

transferred from the Chawanakee Unified

School District to join Golden Valley in

2004. It took Principal Scott Tefft four

years to come up to speed and for Sierra

View Elementary to become the next Cali-

fornia Distinguished

School in 2008. Now

it is the Ranchos

Middle School and

Liberty High School

who will both re-

ceive California Dis-

tinguished School

Awards in 2009.

What do you think

about that? With all

of the ups and downs Golden Valley has

been through we should be so proud of our

schools and school district that made it all

happen.

I was asked by President Ron Osborn

to become a member of the Bond Over-

sight Committee. This committee makes

sure that the Golden Valley Unified District

Office is following expenditures of the

bond money in the way that the bond was

presented to the public at the time of the

vote. As part of this committee, on April 7

we walked through the new Ranchos Mid-

dle School, which is under construction

with bond money. The buildings are com-

ing along nicely. The science rooms have

all of the latest safety equipment which is

good to see. Some of the classrooms are

equipped with Smart Boards which is a

new technology piece of equipment. The

cafeteria has a beautiful stage for plays and

musical programs. I can’t wait to see the

middle school students when they walk

into their new gym and play on the new

playing fields. They will have their own li-

brary and not have to share with Liberty

High School. This will be their school and

a place of which to be proud. The Ranchos

Middle School, Home of the Mustangs.

Did you know that you are a Flat-

lander? On May 9, when you come to

watch the 19th Annual Flatlanders Day Pa-

rade, you can tell your friends, “Hey, I am

a Flatlander too!” The first time I was

called a Flatlander I asked, “What is that?”

I had never heard that word before. I had

lived in Fresno for 50 years before moving

to the Ranchos and I had never been called

a “Flatlander.” I had been called a desert

rat a few times for living in Fresno, so

when I was called a Flatlander I was told

to look to the North, and I would see that

the Ranchos were nestled at what is called

the foot of the mountains that go up to

Coarsegold, Oakhurst and Yosemite, hence

the name “Flatlander.” Our parade is

unique and truly a hometown event. Don’t

forget that beside the parade there is also

the Craft Fair with food and vendors at the

Maywood Center. Go to the Ranchos Li-

brary for a space at

the Craft Fair and to

the Chamber Office

to fill out an applica-

tion to be in the pa-

rade. New this year

will be a children’s

midway with games

of chance put on by

the Golden Valley

Chamber of Com-

merce. If you would like to sponsor one of

the parade’s many trophies, call the Cham-

ber at 645-4001. Oh! Did I mention that the

Chamber has named me the Grand Marshal

of this year’s parade? The parade theme

this year is “The Ranchos: Growing with

Pride.” Come out and take part. You can’t

spend a better Saturday on May 9 than at

the Flatlanders Parade and Craft Fair. Give

me a wave as I go by. I would love to see

you there.

Now back to school business. May is

the month at school to wrap up a very busy

school year. This is a month of test taking

and getting students ready for promotion to

the next grade which is a challenge for all

teachers. At Liberty High School seniors

have all of the last minute grades and proj-

ects to complete before graduation. The

counselors are working with students to

make sure that they are on track to gradu-

ate on June 4. 

The May school board meetings are

scheduled for May 9 and 23 at Liberty

High School library at 6 p.m. As the school

year winds down come hear what is going

on at the school board meetings. Plans are

already coming together for the next school

year.

Don’t forget your mother on May 10

which is Mother’s Day. 

With all of the ups and downs
Golden Valley has been through
we should be so proud of our
schools and school district that
made it all happen.

Ranchos Now More Distinguished

www.The Ranchos.com
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The Pastor’s Desk
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

By Bob Crabb

Do you remember after John the

Baptist was killed and Jesus (Matthew

14:13ff NIV) had heard what had hap-

pened? The bible says he withdrew by

boat privately to a solitary place. Ap-

parently the crowds from the towns

who had been following Jesus had

continued to follow Him on foot. The

report says that when Jesus saw all

the people around Him, He had com-

passion for them and He healed the

sick and fed the hungry. 

My proposal of faith today is that

for those of us who follow Christ, one

of the ways we witness to the pres-

ence of Christ is to have the compas-

sion of Christ.

Having the com-

passion of Christ

is not always easy,

especially in time

of difficulty and

trouble. Some-

times it can feel

like leaning into a

very strong wind. 

After this

c o m p a s s i o n a t e

moment with the

people, Jesus sent

the disciples in a

boat to the other

side of the Sea of

Galilee. You probably already know

the story (Matthew 14:22ff), while the

disciples were in the boat, a storm

comes up when the boat was far from

land and it was “tortured” by the

waves. The bible says the wind was

“against it.” I can see that picture in

my imagination: The boat far from

shore and the wind blowing strong

against it. In my mind’s eye, I can see

the bow rebounding on the whitecaps

against the spray and howling wind

and the occupants in the boat strug-

gling to keep the boat on the right di-

rection.

Storms don’t seem to bother Jesus

like they do many of us. He sleeps

through them, He walks over them

and eventually He subdues them. Life

is full of all kinds of storms. Many of

us can mark our lives not only by the

days of peace and sunshine, but also

by the storms of life. Isn’t it true that

for many of us aging, illness, death ,

sorrow, pain, grief and despair are

like strong winds blowing against us,

just like the wind blew against the

disciples?

It seems like storms, especially

fierce storms, are part of life and they

happen all too often. I am not just

talking about the wind in nature. I am

talking about the storms of human ex-

perience. It can be a harsh wind, set

up by situations of politics, econom-

ics, culture and human error. Other

times it is the strong wind of tempta-

tion, fear and resentment and don’t

forget that juggernaut called self-will

run riot. These kinds of storms some-

times feel like a strong wind against

our progress.

In Matthew, we see that first

church of the followers of Christ at

sea and in a storm

and leaning

against the wind

( M a t t h e w

14:24ff). All of

sudden, Jesus

comes out walk-

ing on the water!

At first they don’t

recognize him be-

cause they were

terrified. They

were shouting, “It

is a ghost!” and

they cried out in

fear.

In a storm,

sometimes it is tempting not to trust

that God is still in charge. In this re-

port of the disciples’ experience in the

storm, Peter does something and may

the good Lord bless him for it. In the

middle of the storm Peter sees Jesus

and in faith and at the command of

Jesus, he jumps out of the boat! Peter

jumps out in faith, but he still can’t

really believe that the compassion of

Christ is stronger than the storm. In

Peter’s attempt at faith, all of a sud-

den he becomes subject to the law;

the law of gravity. Peter starts sinking

down below the waves. He is in the

storm of his life and it looks like he is

going to die. Peter, the rock of the

church, begins to sink like a rock. 

Have you ever been in a storm of

life and the wind was against you?

Maybe it was a disease or the loss of

a loved one, or maybe it was a radical

change in life circumstances and it

seemed like the wind was too strong.

Leaning into the Wind with Christ

Storms don’t  seem to
bother Jesus l ike they do
many of us. He sleeps through
them, He walks over them and
eventually He subdues them.
Life is  full  of  all  kinds of
storms. Many of us can mark
our lives not only by the days
of peace and sunshine,  but
also by the storms of life.

Please see PASTOR on P. 7
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AUG. 15, 2009
FIRE-B-Q DINNER • DANCE • AUCTION

Save this date!

Madera County Fire Station 19
will hold its annual 4
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call 559-801-7703 for more info
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Sometimes in life, in our faith jour-

neys, in our churches, in our families

and relationships, in our jobs and our

schools and even in our health, diffi-

culties and problems hit us like a

strong wind, with hurricane force. It

may seem like we are walking through

a sea of troubles against a strong wind

and sinking down. Sometimes we not

only have to walk on the waters of

faith, but we have to lean into a strong

wind. 

But not only that, as followers of

Christ we know the resistance that

blows against our call to practice the

presence of Jesus Christ. Like Peter,

sometimes the wind can stop us. Peter

jumped out of the boat and found out

that on his own he was not as strong

as he thought he was. In the middle of

fierce wind and frightening circum-

stances Peter says the words that some

of us know all too well: "Lord, save

me!" 

When Jesus reached out his hand

and saved Peter from sinking and

when he stopped the wind from blow-

ing, I am proposing to you that Jesus

was displaying the compassion of His

Father.

For those of us who follow Jesus

Christ, we are called to be like the

hand of Christ reaching out to those

who are sinking below the waves in a

desperate storm. We are part of an ac-

tion of compassion that God has done

in Jesus. In good times and especially

in hard times, God calls us to show

the world what the compassion of

Christ looks like. Sometimes, I need

the compassion of Christ from the

people of Christ. Sometimes some-

body else needs it and maybe some-

times every one of us has need of that

compassion. When you are not sure

which way to turn and you have got to

lean into the wind, don’t give up. We

have a savior that is stronger than the

wind. 

For those of us who follow the

Risen Christ, it just may be no mat-

ter what our circumstances are that

God has called us to be the hands of

Christ and to reach out with compas-

sion to those who are leaning into

the wind and sinking below the

waves.

So go ahead, lean into the wind.

Rev. Bob Crabb is the Pastor of the
Christian Mission Center meeting at
36875 Avenue 12 (Loren Way and Ave.
12). They worship Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
and all are welcome.

PASTOR cont. from P. 6
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The Bookshelf

By Ellen Mester

Next month will be a very busy month for the Ranchos and the library. The Flatlanders Parade

and Craft Show will be on May 9. The Craft show will start at 8 a.m. (there are still craft booths avail-

able) with the parade at 10 a.m. This is an annual event for the whole family and will be our 19th

year. The craft show is sponsored by the Friends of the Ranchos Library and the parade is sponsored

by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. There will be a Friends Book Sale in the vacant store

on the west side of the library with lots of excellent buys. We hope to see everyone there. 

The following week the COPS FOR KIDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS Grizzlies Baseball

Game will be held on May 16 at the Fresno Grizzlies Stadium. Tickets for the game are $10 with

half the proceeds going to the Fresno and Madera Sheriff’s Foundation, the CHP, Children’s Hos-

pital, Ranchos Middle School Boosters and the Friends of the Ranchos Library. Ranchos Mid-

dle School teacher, Ted Januse, together with Scott Jones from the Fresno County Sheriff’s

Department, have organized this event to raise awareness and funds for kids with special needs.

You may wonder how the Ranchos Library became involved. Ted and his family are strong sup-

porters of the Ranchos Library and invited our Friends group to become a part of this really wor-

thy event. A portion of the tickets sales will go toward building of our new library. Please

participate in sponsoring this event and by attending the game on May 16. Tickets and T-shirts

will be on sale at the Ranchos Library. 

The Summer Reading Program is only eight weeks away. Stop by or call the library for a

schedule of weekly activities. The kick-off is June 18 at noon with games, activities and snacks.

It will be a summer of fun and creativity at the Ranchos Library. 

Book Recommendations
Adult non-fiction: The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch.

What would you do if you knew you had only a few months

to live? Randy Pausch, a Professor of Computer Science at

Carnegie Mellon University, decided to give one final lecture

— the best lecture of his life. Thinking mainly about what

his wife and three young children would find most mean-

ingful, he designed his lecture using the theme, “Really

Achieving Your Childhood Dreams,” which wasn’t about

dying but about living, overcoming obstacles, going after

your dreams. Why not just make a home video, his wife

asked. Randy’s answer was that by giving it in front of an

audience and hearing their response, it would lend a

sense of credibility to his words that his children might

not sense otherwise. Plus, that is what he does — lec-

ture. So after putting together a slide presentation of his

life story, Randy gave the lecture of his life, literally. It

is a wonderful, heartfelt testimony of his experiences and belief in

the wonders of life. 

Young Adult Fiction: Shug by Jenny Han.

Twelve-year-old Annemarie Wilcox, otherwise known

as Shug by her family, discovers that life gets more

complicated when you transition from elementary

school to junior high. Her friends are suddenly in-

terested in dating and fashion and being cool. No

more shooting hoops or riding bikes with her best

friend Mark. He’s interested in someone else now

and won’t give her the time of day. Plus, Shug’s

mom and dad are having problems. Dad is always

gone and Mom is drinking too much lately. Every-

thing is so confusing. But Shug has a better sense

of herself than she realizes and in her funny,

quirky way she brings out the best in everyone.

It’s a wonderful coming of age story for young

girls who may be experiencing similar emotions

as well as for those of us who have been there

but may have forgotten what it’s like to be 12. 

Juvenile Picture Book: Fletcher and the Springtime Blossoms by Julia

Rawlinson, and illustrated by Tiphanie Beeke. Fletcher, a fox cub, is enjoying the beauty and

magic of spring until he wanders into the orchard where it appears that snow is falling. Quickly

he rushes to tell his friends, the birds, who then join him to

tell Porcupine and all the other animals that it is not spring

yet. Snow is falling in the orchard. But the silly bunnies

have a brilliant idea: let’s go play in the snow. So Fletcher

and all his friends go to play in the snow in the orchard

only to discover that what looked like snowflakes are re-

ally petals falling from the trees. If you have ever walked

through an orchard in spring you may have experienced

that same feeling that it was snowing blossom petals and

the beauty of spring itself. The illustrations have the soft,

muted feel of impressionist art. It’s a delightful story

for small children. 

Check out these books and more at the Ranchos

Library and remember your library card: Don’t leave

home without it!
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16911 Hill Drive, Madera • Financing Available O.A.C.
call

When honesty and quality work matter ... Call

Contractor’s Lic. #862395       675-1681
Brian Padilla

SUMMER SPECIAL

10 OFF
SERVICE

CALL

DUCT CLEANING

SERVICE

now available $

SUMMER SPECIAL

FREE
estimate
on complete unit

change outs

one coupon per customer
must be present at time of service

must be present at time of service

we do SERVICE &

WARRANTY repairs

on all makes and

models!

we do SERVICE &

WARRANTY repairs

on all makes and

models!

Busy Times for Ranchos Library Coming with Flatlanders, Grizzlies 
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You wanted it and now it’s here!
Premium & Specialty Coffees 

in the Ranchos!

37164 Avenue 12 #102
(next to Subway)

645-1225

MONDAY - THURSDAY

6 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

6 a.m. - 7 p.m.

4/09

By Ellen Mester

Not everyone’s voice is heard at our

town hall meetings. Citizens who can’t

attend for various reasons, citizens who

didn’t know there was a town hall meet-

ing and people who just don’t like to go

to meetings of any kind are the voices

we want to hear. The Ranchos Citizens

Advisory Committee (CAC) has created

a “wiki” that is an interactive website.

Citizens can discuss local topics such as

the bypass, the speed limit and water

problems (just to name a few) on the dis-

cussion board. They can post events on

the calendar. They can use valuable links

to connect to government websites, The

Ranchos.com website, GVUSD and oth-

ers to obtain useful information. Other

than the usual phone tree, Ranchos In-

dependent or fliers, this will be the

fastest way to give and receive informa-

tion.

There are a few rules, however, that we

all will need to follow. First: this is not a po-

litical site. Politics in the form of party

names, slang terms, personal names, plat-

forms or otherwise are not allowed. The

CAC is a non-political organization that re-

tains the right to delete anything political.

Second: citizens must be courteous to one

another no matter how our opinions differ.

Think of it as a civil debate or discourse.

Third: No profanity or inappropriate lan-

guage or images are allowed. 

The goal of the CAC and this wiki is

to allow our community to share informa-

tion and to discuss important issues that

pertain to all of us. We want to help people

find answers from the correct source and to

prevent inaccurate rumors from causing

misunderstandings between the parties in-

volved. And we hope to engage people who

otherwise would not participate. 

Please check it out and let us know

what you think. It is free to join and we

hope you will. And please post community

events to the calendar. We are still working

out the bugs so if you have any problems

please post it on the discussion board or

contact me at the library. Everyone is wel-

come to attend the CAC meetings the last

Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the

Ranchos Library. 

The website is www.ranchoscac.

wikispaces.com.

New “Wiki” Website Offers Location for Discussions of Ranchos Topics 

ing Salary and Fringe Benefit Sched-

ules for the Elected, Classified, and

Unclassified Service, including all ap-

plicable salary charts. (09030)”

In these troubled times it seems

Madera County is doing quite well

with almost across the board pay

raises. Elected officials, Classified

employees and unclassified employ-

ees nearly all got raises (I say nearly

all just to cover my butt). I have not

found any that didn’t get a raise. This

of course does not include our Board

because their raises are automatic and

beyond even their control.

And finally – The pot of gold at

the end of the power lines has been

discovered. We were somehow not

satisfied pouring millions of our road

dollars into improving Road 26 and

Ave 17 so Madera City can annex it,

so we are now going after the under-

ground utility conversion credits the

County has been accumulating as the

City used all of their credits.

A special note to Frank Bigelow
and Tom Wheeler: you better get your

hand into the bucket before it runs

out. There are several unincorporated

areas that could use these credits.

D.O.G. cont. from P.4
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674-1663

14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976
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Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic

Car Repairs

• Custom Paint

• Color Matching

• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening

• Unibody Frame 
Repairs

• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES

4
/0

9

4
/0

9

Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday

Kid’s Church..................8:30 & 10 a.m.

Worship......................10 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Sunday School.......................8:30 a.m.

Youth...........................................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................7 - 8:30 p.m.

Worship Service

Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)

Missionettes (Girls 5-17)

Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4) by Jean Briner

If my grandma was still alive, I can

just hear her say “Land sakes – what is

a Microwave?” I have a book written by

one of her older sisters – (grandma was

the youngest of 12 children) and she

writes: “I can remember the first [wood]

stove my father bought. My mother had

formerly cooked over the fireplace. You

can imagine our glee over a new stove.”

Can you imagine cooking Thanksgiving

dinner in your fireplace? Today, most

microwaves are just used for warming

the baby’s bottle, heating up last night’s

leftovers or popping corn for movie

night. 

About 35 years ago I bought my

first microwave. I bought it at

Gottschalk’s. It was a Sharp with a

turntable and a meat probe. As well as I

can remember, I think I paid around

$300 for it. In purchasing the mi-

crowave at Gottschalk’s I took a mi-

crowave cooking class. I even joined a

Microwave Cookbook club, and I have

10 or 12 cookbooks ranging from appe-

tizers to dessert and anything in be-

tween. Last year the microwave I had

stopped working and I replaced it with a

Sharp, with a turntable, that I bought at

Target … for about $65. They have def-

initely come a long way.

Last month when I called my niece

for that lemon cake recipe (by the way,

did any of you try it?) we were talking

about different recipes and she told me

she had a recipe for the best peanut

brittle she had ever eaten, “… and Aunt

Jean, it’s cooked in the microwave!” I

asked her for the recipe and I jotted it

down. After I hung up, I remembered

making peanut brittle in the class I

took at Gottschalk’s. I found the box

with all those recipes we accumulated

from the class (who throws recipes

away?) and there it was – the exact

recipe my niece gave me that was her

favorite. Thanks Brenda for jogging

my memory!

PEANUT BRITTLE

1 C sugar

1 tsp butter

½ C white corn syrup

1 tsp vanilla

1 C roasted peanuts

1 tsp baking soda

Have a lightly buttered cookie sheet

ready. In a 1 1/2 qt. casserole, stir to-

gether the sugar and syrup, and mi-

crowave (MW) on high for 4 minutes.

Stir in the peanuts and MW on high 3-5

minutes till light brown. Stir in the but-

ter and vanilla, blending well, and MW

on high for 1-2 minutes. Add soda and

stir until light and foamy. Pour mixture

onto cookie sheet and let cool for ½

hour to one hour then break into small

pieces and store in airtight container.

TACO SALAD

1 lb. ground beef

6 oz. red taco sauce

1 lb. can chili beans

1 pkg. dry taco seasoning

Cook meat until done, about 6 min-

utes on high. Stir occasionally to break

up meat then add sauces, beans and MW

5 minutes on high. Mix salad of lettuce,

tomatoes, green onions (or any other

vegetable as desired). Add 1 cup shred-

ded cheddar cheese to salad mixture

then add 1 bag of taco chips that have

been broken up. When ready to serve,

add hot mixture to salad, toss well, and

serve at once.

CRUSTLESS QUICHE LORRAINE

1 C sour cream

Please see RECIPES on P. 13
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

LIC. 837274

www.huckabeeshvac.com

hvacbysam@sbcglobal.net
559-662-0336
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Senior Report

By Eleanore Burchell

Our 17th Annual Home and Garden Fes-

tival held on April 4 was extremely well at-

tended by the Madera Ranchos residents as

well as buyers from Clovis, Fresno, Madera

and Chowchilla. Two couples from Reedley

and Dinuba told us how much they enjoyed

our sale and they will return each and every

year. A biscuit and gravy breakfast along with

orange juice, cinnamon rolls and coffee was

served and later a hamburger/hot dog BBQ

was available for lunch.

The garden section did extremely well

as they had many (and I mean MANY) fruit

trees, Japanese Maples, flats of flowering

plants and more. The bake sale also did well.

Many jars of jellies were available and sold

well. Did you see the iced cookies in the

shapes of flowers and presented in pots? Ex-

tremely cute idea. The Treasure House had

some very nice furniture and other items to

sell. We had our boutique and produce sale

in the main building with the vendors who

sold purses and aprons. 

Many thanks must be extended to those

who volunteered to help us, namely Boy

Scout Troop 118 and their leader, Rosemarie

Coulthard. Then there was Lee Fannuchi who

shared his knowledge of growing citrus trees

in the Valley along with his excellent display

of fruit. Additionally there were the Master

Gardeners, our local library and all the others

who gave of themselves for our sale. The

next monthly sale will be held on May 2 from

8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Our next activity of interest will be a

fundraiser Bike-Ride to be held on Saturday,

May 16 from 8 a.m. to noon. Interested riders

must be 18 years old or older. Water and

snacks will be provided along the course as

well as lunch at the end. Interested bikers,

please call Joann at 645-4864.

The FMAAA (Fresno/Madera Area

Agency on Aging) van will be at the Ran-

chos/Hills Senior Center on May 27 at 11

a.m. We are located at 37330 Berkshire and

you are invited to come see what programs

would help you. 

Let’s remember to support the Flat-

landers Parade and activities on May 9 from

8 a.m. to 1 p.m. We will have a float and a

booth which will sell our book books and raf-

fle tickets. 

Remember the plant, produce and bou-

tique sections are available Monday through

Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Thursdays

evenings between 6 and 9 p.m.

By the time this issue is delivered, our

travelers will be returning from Ireland. I’m

so anxious to see their photos and hear their

tales.

Did you know two nurses from the

Madera County Health Department Periodi-

cally come to the center to give FREE check-

ups? The screenings include personal health

history reviews, blood pressure checks and

blood sugar checks. Low-cost blood tests are

available, nutrition and health education is

available and referrals to medical providers

Annual Festival Scores Huge Success

4/09

37184 Ave. 12 (next to Subway)
Mon-Sat 11am-10pm, Sun 4pm-10pm4/09

Happy
Flatlander’s Day!

HAVE YOUR NEXT

PARTY IN OUR NEW

BANQUET ROOM

Madera Ranchos • 645-7011

Please see SENIORS on P. 22
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come meet the Ranchos’ new pastor, David Jones
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce

3 eggs – beaten

8 slices crisp bacon, crumbled

¾ tsp salt

1 can french fried onion

1 C shredded cheese (your choice)

3 or 4 green onions, chopped fine

Combine all ingredients and pour

into quiche dish (or large pie plate) with

1 T butter. MW on high for 6 minutes,

checking at this point. Should not jiggle

at this point, but don’t overcook. Let

stand 5 minutes before cutting.

BEEF STEW

1 lb beef stew meat

Celery

Potatoes

Salt, pepper, and garlic powder

Carrots

2 cans tomato sauce

Onions

2 cups water

Chop vegetable to bite-size pieces.

Place all ingredients in casserole. Make

sure everything is covered with the water

and sauce mixture. MW on high for 30

minutes, then medium (50% power) for 1

hour. I like to brown my beef in a frying

pan before placing it in a casserole.

MICROWAVE BACON

To cook two or three slices, place

bacon on one or two layers of paper towels

on a paper plate or on a heat resistant mi-

crowavable dish. Cover with a paper towel

to prevent spattering. For more than three

slices of bacon, place bacon on several lay-

ers of paper towels in an oblong heat re-

sistant dish. There is too much grease to

use a paper plate for large amount of

bacon. Cook bacon on full power for about

1 minute per slice. Crispness depends on

the thickness of the bacon, the microwave

and degree of doneness you want.

Since the weather is beginning to

warm up a bit, I think now is a good time

to consider salads. The May article will

feature salads of all kind. If you or your

family have a favorite salad or salad

dressing, I would love to hear from you.

I didn’t intend for this article to turn into

an autobiography of what our family eats

so I really need to hear from you.

RECIPES cont. from P. 11
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559-438-1100
11116 HWY 41 • Madera (Rolling Hills)

HOME OWNERS • CONTRACTORS • PARTIES • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
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www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of 

the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006). 

Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!
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SALESPERSON NEEDED!

RANCHOS TOWN & COUNTRY • 37167 AVE. 12 - at the corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood • 645-1306
ALL PRICES 

+TAX & CRV

OFFERS 

EXPIRE

5-31-09

99¢ea
only

Under NEW Ownership!
JOIN US FOR OUR

GRAND OPENING
CELEBRATION

FREE HOT DOGS from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

NOW OPEN!

SATURDAY, MAY 9
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Parade Day: May 9, 2009 • $10 Entry Fee

Group        Individual         Business  

Parade begins at 10 a.m. Sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.

Parade route: Topper along Ave. 12 to Kensington

The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials
and agree to release parade officials from any and all re-

sponsibility from  loss, damage, and/or injury to any person
or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Group or Business Name

Individual entry or
responsible person’s name

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry?      Yes      No

Approx. number of participants            Approx. length         ft.

Entry Category (select ONE most closely suiting your entry):
Horses (Single)     Horses (Group) Explain:

Band/Music Name:

Floats (Non-profit) Name:

Floats (Business) Name:

Floats (Other) Name:

Children’s Groups Name:

Dance Groups Name:

Single Entry (Children) Name:

Single Entry (Adult) Name:

Novelty Name:    

Addtional information:

Phone:

Bring or mail this form by May 6 to: Golden Valley Chamber 37167 Ave. 12
Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 or call 645-4001

Parade Sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

Signature:                                                     Date:
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Golden Valley Unified School District provides sports fields for a variety of athletic

organizations within the Ranchos community. For years the district has struggled with

heavy use and difficult ground conditions while attempting to maintain proper turf on the

playfields at Webster Elementary, Sierra View Elementary, and Liberty High School. These

facilities host countless recreational level sports for our community with Baseball, Foot-

ball, and Soccer being the primary sports utilizing the fields.  As involvement increases in

the participation of athletic organizations in the Ranchos area, it becomes more difficult

to adequately maintain the site playfields. 

During the summer months, while use from outside athletic organizations is at a min-

imum, several of the playfields will be closed for rehabilitation. GVUSD is in the process

of creating a facility use schedule that will take into consideration the necessary down

time for turf rejuvenation of the playfields in order to keep the surfaces safe and suitable

for use.

2009 Playfield Renovation Schedule

Liberty High School

June 5, 2009: Close all soccer fields at Liberty High School

*July 15, 2009: Tentative date for access to Ponding Basin Playfields 

* Depends on renovation start date; It will take approximately

2-1/2 months to grow a satisfactory turf.  

August 13, 2009: Reopen all soccer fields at Liberty High School

January 2010: New Ranchos Middle School playfields available for use

During the period of time Liberty High soccer fields are closed, LHS Football will be

using the upper ponding basin for practice and Ranchos Youth Football will either work

around LHS football practice schedule or use Webster or Sierra View fields for practice.

All activities will be assigned through the districts facilities use agreement. 

Facility Use request forms are available at each school site.

Schools Renovating Playgrounds

Ranchos Middle School continues to

surge ahead in pursuit of excellence! On

Saturday, March 28, Ranchos competed

against all of the Madera County middle

schools in the annual Academic Pentathlon

sponsored by Madera County Office of

Education. Winners swept both grade lev-

els this year and plaques were received for

both grades. Congratulations to our stu-

dents and coaches for continued improve-

ment. On April 3, Ranchos Middle School

hosted its ninth annual Civil War Ball. At-

tendance was outstanding and the décor

continues to aspire to new levels. Embell-

ishments this year included back drops

created by the High School art class and

Ms. Jessica Ketchum. To go beyond our

local successes, Mr. Pinkard received a

personal phone call from State Superin-

tendent Jack O’Connel on Wednesday,

April 3 congratulating him by naming

Ranchos Middle School a California Dis-

tinguished School. This means that RMS

stands in the top 10 percent of schools in

California. Mr. Pinkard congratulates his

students, staff, board, superintendent, and

the community for their hard work and

dedication to excellence. The multiple

wins and successes are a byproduct of a

community that works together.

Middle School Successes Grow
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VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH

& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

• Cleanups

(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs

• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling

Call Danny Powell at
559-363-0805 or

559-281-4696
All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    489-7859

Valley Green
Hydroseeding

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 

Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial

38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings

Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training

Cell 706-3162

559-297-3770

559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties

Tom Kellner
owner/broker

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. #103 • Madera Ranchos

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life

DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

HIGH QUALITY

559-454-8060

GATE SYSTEMS

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING

VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER

INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER

EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Linda Matthews

Let me make it simple
There’s more

to a mortgage than

just getting a loan.

Let me help you find

the rightloan for your

financial situation.

lmatthews@acceptancecapital.com

559-907-9465
559-658-7611 x204

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Full Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

Interlocking Pavers

442-1999442-1999
nothing outlasts pavers!

www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

Lic. #306511

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in Re-
paints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

We’ve Got YOU Covered
BUSINESS • AUTO

HOME • FARM
HEALTH

BUSINESS • AUTO
HOME • FARM

HEALTH

Tony
Garcia   
call

645-1792
341-2002
431-3072
Lic. #OG11001

tony@valleyagins.com
Valley Ag Insurance

h

c

w

& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

Ranchos Auto Repair

Make your car
(and YOU)

HAPPY
again!

KNIGHT &DAY
COMPUTERS

645-0122
• NEW AND USED LAPTOPS •

• PRINTERS • PARTS •

repairs experience
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Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

CALL BOB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

645-1578

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

645-1578
645-8323
37164 AVE. 12 #103
MADERA RANCHOS

Beauty Salon, Hair, Nails,
Pedicures & Gifts

A
Delightful

Touch

Business Directory 

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You're doing better on the flexibility issue, but you still need to loosen

up a bit to show you can be less judgmental and more understanding about certain sensitive matters.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your personal aspect continues to dominate this week. But try to

make time to deal with important career-linked matters as well. A change of plans might occur by the

weekend.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Excuses are not really needed for much of the confusion occurring

this week. However, explanations from all parties could help in working things out to everyone's

satisfaction.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) That surprising (but pleasant) recent turn of events continues to

develop positive aspects. But be prepared for a bit of a jolt on another issue that needs attention.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Creating a fuss might bring you that attention you want. But are you

prepared for all the explaining you'd have to do? Better to use more subtle ways to make your bid.

VIRGO (August  23 to September 22) With education continuing to be a strong factor this

week, this could be the time to start learning some new skills that can later be applied to a bid for a

potential career move.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You might do well to reconsider some of your current

time priorities before you get so deeply involved in one project that you neglect meeting a deadline on

another.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) With an important decision looming, you need to

be careful about the information you're getting. Half-truths are essentially useless. Get the full story

before you act.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Find out what everyone's role is expected to be

before accepting that workplace proposal. Getting all the facts now could prevent serious problems later on.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A flexible position on a workplace matter could be

the best course to follow during the next several days. A personal issue also benefits from an open-

minded approach.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Involving too many people in your workplace

problem can backfire. Remember: Allegiances can shift. Ask trusted colleagues for advice, but don't

ask them to take sides.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Before submitting your suggestions, take more time to

sharpen the points you want to make. The clearer the presentation, the more chance it has to get through

when submitted.

(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.

Since 1984

559-645-1102
36754 Ave. 12 #101 • Madera, CA 93636

Eileen Tiso - Owner
Resale • Foreclosures • Rentals

Property Management Available 

Your clear sense of who you are gives you confidence
when you need to tackle difficult situations.

Born this Week

Installation & Repair
Commercial & Residential

24 Hour Service

5 Years Certification
Lic. #777780

FIRE TECH SYSTEMS

Ron Cody 559-903-0586
firetech1@comcast.net

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

THRIFTY
YARD
CLEANING

479-1402
• TRASH HAULING

• YARD CLEANING

• LAWN MOWING

• SPRINKLER

REPAIR

LIC. #907369

where imaginations
emerge into reality

708-8733
INFO@hrpools.com

LIC. #313070

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR

“We cover 
your

problems!”

674-2320

Gerald Scheffing
Painting
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Click on “Local News” at 

1. MOVIES: What was the name of the

college that was the setting for "Animal

House"?

2. AD SLOGANS: What product had the

slogan, "They plump when you cook 'em."

3. AUTOS: What inspired Cadillac's iconic

tail fins in the 1950s?

4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What does

the Ishihara test determine?

5. MUSIC: Who was the last musician to

perform at the 1969 Woodstock music fes-

tival?

6. TELEVISION: What was Phoebe's twin

sister's name on the sitcom "Friends"?

7. ANATOMY: How long does it take for a

toenail or fingernail to grow from base to

tip?

8. WEATHER: Most tornadoes in the U.S.

form during what period of the year?

9. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Which 20th

century comedian said, "Happiness is hav-

ing a large, loving, caring, close-knit fam-

ily in another city"?

10. GEOGRAPHY: What is the only Cana-

dian province that borders the Great

Lakes?

1. Faber College

2. Ball Park Franks

3. Twin rudders on Lockheed P38 aircraft

4. Color blindness

5. Jimi Hendrix

6. Ursula

7. Six months

8. Spring or summer

9. George Burns 

10. Ontario

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A SEA-
SONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY TO
ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL PROP-
ERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE ABATED
ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2009.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAY RETURN.

4/09

and community services, if needed, can be

made. Their health screenings of adults, age

50 and OVER, at the center result ONLY

when they receive your calls. If you are in-

terested in taking advantage of their services,

call Carla or Melody at 675-7893 to make an

appointment.

On Thursday, May 5 at 11:30 a.m. our

members will celebrate the May Birthdays

and Anniversaries at Sal’s Mexican Restau-

rant, 7476 Alluvial Ave., Fresno (corner of

Fresno & Alluvial). On June 23 at 11:30 a.m.

we will be celebrating at Huckleberry Restau-

rant located at Champlain and Perrin in

Fresno. Our members and friends go out to

breakfast, lunch or dinner at a different place

each month. If you want to come just for fun,

you are welcome to join us. If you are new to

the area, lonely or just lost a spouse, we wel-

come you to come to see us. We are here for

you. Many of our members have surely expe-

rienced your same situation.

THE UP SIDE
Be who you are and say what you feel
because those who mind don’t matter,

and those who matter don’t mind.

In the senior years, many need some-

one to laugh with so come join our

Thursday evening potlucks with games

played afterward. There is a lot of fun

here and remember, laughter is good for

your body and soul and being happy does

not mean everything is perfect; it means

you have decided to see beyond the im-

perfections.

More Facts and Fun

A nutritionally balanced lunch pro-

gram Monday through Friday at 11:30

a.m. Suggested price for 60 years and

older is $1.75. Reservations are needed a

day in advance so remember to call

Joann at 645-4864. We have a growing

exercise program being held on Mon-

days, Wednesdays and Fridays from

10:15 to 11:30 a.m. The participants are

getting more than just exercise by at-

tending – they have fun and share laughs.

There is still room for you and you can

attend all three days or just one or two of

them. The Line Dancing class is held on

Wednesdays at 1 p.m. This is fun and

also a great way to exercise. You do not

need to be a member to attend these

classes. We have a large group but there

is always room for one more: you! Fill

your car with your friends or neighbors.

They will enjoy finding new friends here,

too. Come in and check these classes out.

Up and Coming Events

May 5 – 11 a.m. May Birthday and An-

niversary Celebration, Sal’s Mexican Restau-

rant, 7476 N. Fresno (Fresno @ Alluvial) 

May 9 – Flatlanders Parade and Cele-

bration 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

May 16 – 8 a.m. to noon Bike Ride Fund

Raiser 

May 27 – 11 a.m. FMAAA Van at center

Weekly Events

Monday through Friday Lunch Pro-

gram, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed, call

Joann at 645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to

11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. Card

BINGO

Wednesday, Line Dancing, 1 p.m.

Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then Hand

& Foot, Pinochle or other games (Please

bring your own plate and silverware)

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Please feel free to come in and visit our

Senior Center and get acquainted with our

members. We welcome you to come and be

one of us as our organization offers and pro-

motes social, educational and civic activities

in order to provide a better quality of life for

all senior citizens. You have received an in-

vitation. Hope to see you soon? 

SENIORS cont. from P. 12 
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Cost of feeding your child to age 18:Cost of feeding your child to age 18:

Cost of clothing your child to age 18:

Cost of driving your child to age 18:Cost of driving your child to age 18:

Knowing your child will still be alive

the day after high school graduation:

Cost of clothing your child to age 18:

$43,758

$14,688

$36,918

Priceless
Liberty High Sober Graduation 2009 needs your help.

From donations of gifts to donating your time, what a

small price to pay to keep our kids safe on one of the most

dangerous nights of their lives. To see how you can help,

call Randy Bailey at 645-0634.

Knowing your child will still be alive

the day after high school graduation:

call Randy Bailey
at

559-645-0634

4/09

Monte Pistoresi, President

(559) 673-8004
Fax: (559) 673-4699

1 1 3  N .  “ R ”  S t r e e t  •  M a d e r a

WE ARE A PROUD

SPONSOR OF 

FLATLANDER’S DAY

Pistoresi Ambulance
Service Inc.

4
/0
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“LEARN to RIDE”

Gift C
ertifi

cates

Available

The

PERFECT

Gift

If you want to ride, Circle B
wants to teach you.

• Children & Adults
• Beginner & Advanced

• English & Western
25 years of experience • on-site training
problem solving • show-quality horses

you don’t even have to own a hor
se!

559-474-7476
36685 Pauline Ave.
Madera Ranchos

Get Ready to RideGet Ready to Ride overwhelming grief is impossible to com-

prehend especially when someone is so

young and seemed to have everything going

for them and had their entire lives ahead of

them. “We always knew we had something

very special and we greatly appreciated it,

but we never knew just how quickly it would

be taken away,” Susan Andersen said. “Lit-

tle did we know that they were packing a

lifetime of memories into such a short time,”

said Bill Cooper, Step Father to David and

Matt.

Debbie Cooper, David and Matt’s

mother is greatly comforted by the fact that

all three of these boys had a deep faith in

God. “I’d always talked to my boys about

God and they were on fire with the Holy

Spirit.” In hindsight she always believed she

was preparing them for her death when in

fact she now realizes that God was prepar-

ing her for their deaths. She wants everyone

to know that they too can have the faith that

they will see their loved ones again. “They

would have wanted to honor God through

their lives. These were the most perfect boys.

Life is so short all you can do in your grief is

to set your sights on where you’ll see them

again!” she said.

The families of David and Matthew Al-

ison and Brannon Scharf are extremely

grateful for the outpouring of support from

friends, family and the community who have

supported them in their time of loss. The fu-

neral service was one of the largest services

ever help at People’s Church in Fresno, with

approximately 3,000 people in attendance.

While the family regrets that they did not

have the opportunity to greet everyone per-

sonally they want to thank everyone for at-

tending, for all the beautiful flowers, touch-

ing cards and for all the thoughts and prayers

that have helped them during this difficult

time. 

The families are planning a joint me-

morial service to commemorate the anniver-

sary and to honor and celebrate the lives of

David and Matthew Alison and Brannon

Scharf. They would like to extend an invita-

tion to join them at this event scheduled for

May 16 at 5pm. Please call Susan Andersen

(Brannon’s mother) at 559-363-2395 or

Debbie Cooper (David and Matthews

mother) at 559-322-7428 for more informa-

tion.

The discovery of gold in 1848 put Cal-

ifornia on the map and helped inspire its

glamorous nickname, “The Golden State.”

However Eastern Madera County now has

many abandoned mines that are still open,

and are very dangerous. It’s estimated there

are more than 47,000 abandoned mines, a

treacherous legacy of the search for gold and

other minerals and metals. Thousands of

holes burrow into the Sierra foothills and the

surrounding region. Federal and state offi-

cials say many of these 19th-century mines

have tunnels and shafts that pose dangers

ranging from bad air, contaminated water

and rotting timbers to rats, rattlesnakes and

bats. Although they're working to close off

the most hazardous mines, officials estimate

it could take 20 years to simply inventory

and catalog California's abandoned mines.

Gold mines constitute more than half the

abandoned mines around the state. The state

and federal governments have adopted the

campaign “Stay Out, Stay Alive” to warn

people of the hazards of old mines.

TRAGIC cont. from P. 4
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food games bingo silent auction bounce houses

SATURDAY, MAY 2
4 - 8 P.M.

Enter Sierra View’s INAUGURAL Car Show!

Enter your car or motorcycle (any year) for only $25 (and that
INCLUDES a tri-tip dinner!) Call Stacy at 645-4320 for info!
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CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •

CRUSHED  ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL  DIRT •

TOP  SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER  ROCK •

BASE  ROCK •

ROCK  DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY  BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

4
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The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer

SAVE ENERGY!
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!  REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency while reducing out-
side noise like award-winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.
Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard offers an industry leading
lifetime guarantee.  If your home is ready for a makeover, call
Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583
Madera Glass & Mirror Co. • 1825 Howard Rd., Madera

FINANCING

AVAILABLE

O.A.C.

4
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SIERRA VIEW
CARNIVAL

559-645-0634

4/09

In just less than ten years that

Golden Valley Unified has been a school

district, they have been “Growing a Dis-

trict of Excellence” through their many

accomplishments. This year the Califor-

nia Distinguished Schools Recognition

Program targeted high performing mid-

dle and high

schools. Golden

Valley Unified

applied for the

California Dis-

t i n g u i s h e d

School Recogni-

tion Program

this past Decem-

ber on behalf of

Ranchos Middle

School and Lib-

erty High

School. Both

schools received confirmation phone

calls from California State Superinten-

dent of Schools, Jack O’Connell on April

1, 2009 congratulating both schools on

earning the rigorous and prestigious title

of “California Distinguished School”. 

This year’s eligibility criteria and se-

lection process for the California Distin-

guished School Recognition Program

required schools to provide an in-depth

description of two successful “signature

practice” programs that are helping to

close the achievement gap and can be

replicated in other schools. For a school

to be eligible to apply, they first had to

meet rigorous eligibility criteria. Schools

had to make their 2008 Adequate Yearly

Progress (AYP) targets and Academic

Progress Index (API) criteria. Middle

schools needed a

school wide

2008 Growth

API of at least

746. Ranchos

Middle School

had a 2008

Growth API of

790. High

schools needed a

school wide

2008 Growth

API of at least

720. Liberty

High School had a 2008 Growth API of

791. 

Ranchos Middle School Principal,

Mr. Shane Pinkard, commented, “Earn-

ing the title of California Distinguished

School is the result of a uniform effort by

students, parents, teachers, and classified

staff. RMS represents a committed fam-

ily which endeavors to achieve excel-

lence! Our two exemplary programs are

Growing a District of Excellence

For Golden Valley Unified Schools

Please see GROWING on P. 25

Top people, like this year’s STAR Award winners,
help make Golden Valley an excellent school district.
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    Real Estate
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NEED MORE
SPACE?

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

CCL #526211

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #5262114/09

Nancy Watson

645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson.   She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment.  Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 4/09

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 

serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-

ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me

today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

4/09

4/09

Rev. David F. Jones is the new Pastor

at Golden Valley Baptist Church. Pastor

David is a dynamic speaker who recently

served as interim Pastor for Sierra Heights

Baptist Church in Fresno. David comes to

us with knowledge of computers, electronic

devices and knowledge of video produc-

tion. He has presented numerous seminars

on business subjects and owns his own

company. David is married to Linda and

has raised three children. David and Linda

live in Fresno. David is a veteran of the Viet

Nam War where he served in the Army Spe-

cial Forces (the Green Berets) from 1967 to

1970. David loves music and has a great

voice.

Come meet David at the Golden Val-

ley Baptist booth at Flatlanders on May 9.

Also check out the Golden Valley Baptist

float in the Flatlanders Parade. Golden Val-

ley Baptist is located on the corner of

Cloverleaf Ave. and Road 37.

New Pastor Comes to Ranchos

outstanding and we welcome the oppor-

tunity to share our signature programs

and enthusiasm with the public.”

Liberty High School Principal, Ms.

Darlea Livengood stated, “LHS has a

dedicated, hardworking staff, a great

group of kids, involved parents, and a

community that supports us all the time.

This recognition would not have been

possible if not for the collaborative team

effort from all the stakeholders within

the school.”

Ranchos Middle School and Liberty

High School join the “California Distin-

guished School” ranks along with

Golden Valley’s two elementary schools

who have also earned the prestigious title

of California Distinguished School -

Webster Elementary School in 2004 and

Sierra View Elementary in 2008. Golden

Valley Unified is just shy of their 10th

year as a district in Madera County and

every elementary, middle and high

school in the district is now a California

Distinguished School!

Adding to Golden Valley’s “District

of Excellence” accomplishments was

Ranchos Middle School’s “clean sweep”

at the Madera County Academic Pen-

tathlon Awards on March 28, 2009. Ran-

chos Middle School 7th and 8th grade

teams not only won the “Super Quiz”

competitions for each grade level, but the

7th and 8th grade students won several

individual medals in the Essay, Speech

and Literature competitions. Their over-

all point totals in all categories earned

them the title of 2009 Pentathlon winners

for both 7th and 8th grade teams. This is

also a first for Ranchos Middle School

and Golden Valley Unified. Another ex-

ample of a powerful and skillful team of

educators, students and support staff

coming together to help Ranchos Middle

School students shine.

Golden Valley Unified Superinten-

dent Sarah Koligian commented, “The

accomplishments of Ranchos Middle

School and Liberty High School are at-

tributable to not only a team effort, but a

focused team effort with a common vi-

sion. We thank the Governing Board of

Trustees and the original founders of the

Golden Valley Unified District for be-

lieving in a dream that has become a very

successful reality.”

Both Ranchos Middle School and

Liberty High School will join several

other California Distinguished Schools

throughout California at the upcoming

recognition ceremony in Anaheim on

May 29, 2009.

GROWING cont. from P. 24
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Classified
A l t e r a t i o n  S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s  A l t e r a t i o n s  -  3 5

y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  -  Ta i l o r i n g ,

r e p a i r s  a n d  l e a t h e r s .  F a s t

s e r v i c e .  N E W  A D D R E S S  &

P H O N E  N U M B E R :  3 6 7 3 3

Av e .  1 2  -  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

New construction, remodels,  room

addi t ions ,  barns  and  pa t ios .  Cal l

559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

For Rent

For Rent  -  3  bed/2  bath on 2  1 /2

acres .   In  ground swimming pool .

In  Bonnade l le  a rea . Cal l  for de-

tai ls  559-645-1934.

For Rent  -  4  bedroom/3  Bath /2

car garage .  2200  Sq .  f t . ,  newer

home.  Rent  $1,400.  Call  Carole at

824-1223.

For Rent  -  House  on 1 /2  acre  in

Roll ing Hil ls . $1,500 per  mo.  Cal l

for  deta i l s .  Call  645-0140 or 321-

3918.  

For Sa le

F o r  S a l e  -  A n t i q u e s ,  q u a l i t y

f u r n i t u r e ,  g l a s s  a n d  c h i n a .  C a l l

6 4 5 - 1 7 7 0 .

F o r  S a l e  -  P r o d u c t i o n  H o r s e

S a l e .   2 6 t h  A n n u a l  a t  L a z y  K

R a n c h  i n  C h o w c h i l l a .  S a t .  J u n e

6 . ,  5 5  h e a d  A Q H A a n d  A P H A .

P r i c e  r a n g e  o f  $ 5 7 5 . - $ 9 7 5 .

P h o t o s  o n  l i n e  a t

w w w. l a z y K r a n c h . c o m . C a l l  5 5 9 -

6 6 5 - 2 9 0 8 .

For Sale - KING PILLOWTOP Mat-

tress/Box, Never Used in Plastic, Cost

$700. Sacrifice $295. 277-2511.

For Sale - Bedroom Set - Solid Cher-

rywood! Sleigh Bed, Nightstand,

Dresser/ Mirror, Chest.  All dovetailed

- New in Boxes!  Cost $8k Sacrifice

$1,875.  Extra Pieces Available.  438-

0248.

For Sale - Pool Table - Solid Wood,

Carved Legs, 1" Slate, Leather Pockets,

Never Used With Extras.  Cost $5k

Sacrifice $1,475.  Can deliver. 230-

0486.

For Sale - DINING ROOM SET.

Beautiful Solid Cherrywood, Double

Pedestal Table W/2 Leaves, 6 Chairs,

China Cabinet With Touch Lighting.

Never Used.  Cost $8k Sacrifice $

1,775.  Matching Buffet $450.  447-

5066.

For Sale - All New Queen PIL-

LOWTOP Mattress/Box, New in

Package, Cost $700. Sacrifice $275.

275-8813.

F o r  S a l e  -  U s e d  R e d  Tu b u l a r

S t e e l  B u n k  B e d .  N o  m a t t r e s s e s .

To p  a n d  b o t t o m  b o t h  t w i n  s i z e .

C o s t  $ 1 5 0  n e w,  $ 2 5  t a k e s . C a l l

6 4 5 - 6 1 3 8 .

G u t t e r  S e r v i c e s

T h e  G u t t e r  D o c t o r  s p e c i a l i z -
i n g  i n  b o t h  c o n t i n u o u s  a n d
s t a n d a r d  r a i n  g u t t e r s .   G e n e r a l
C o n t r a c t o r  -  R e p a i r  M a i n t e -
n a n c e .   2 9  y e a r s  w o r k i n g  i n
t h e  a r e a . C a l l  5 5 9 - 8 2 2 - 2 7 5 9 .

H a n d y m a n  S e r v i c e s

O.  HANDYMAN -  Need  f ans  i n -

s t a l l ed ,  sp r ink le r s ,  l i gh t   e l ec t r i -

c a l ,  p l umb ing ,  o r  any  handyman

chores?   Cal l  Ohan for free  es t i -

mates .  559-645-4583 .

He lp  Wanted

Help Wanted - Velvet Touch Car

Wash looking for solid worker. Apply

in person at 37075 Ave. 12, Madera

Ranchos.

Help Wanted - Responsible person to

run riding lawn mower. Some yard

work.  $8 per hour.  Call 395-4654.

Home/Yard/Ranch        Services

NEED AFFORDABLE, BUT RELI-

ABLE HOME, YARD OR RANCH

HELP? Landscaping, hauling, tree

and brush trimming/removal, home

improvement, general labor, etc.

Call Luke today! 559-367-5881.

P a i n t i n g  S e r v i c e s

Paint ing  Serv ices  -  40  years  o f

exper ience .  L icensed  and  in -

sured.  Frank Kramer Exter iors .

Cal l  645-4113.

R o o m  f o r  R e n t

R a n c h o s  R o o m  f o r  re n t  o n  1 / 2

a c re .   S h a re  H o u s e  -  D e t a i l s ,

C a l l  5 5 9 - 6 8 1 - 6 3 5 5 .

Tr a c t o r  S e r v i c e s

Tractor work, discing, rototilling,

weed cutting. Bobcat work, drilling

post holes, trees, trenching and clean

ups. Call Neal at 645-1200 or 285-

8211.

T r a c t o r  w o r k , h o u s e  p a d s ,

l o t  l e v e l i n g ,  d r i v e w a y s ,

t r e n c h i n g ,  c o n c r e t e  w o r k  a n d

u n d e r g r o u n d  u t i l i t i e s  i n s t a l l e d .

C a l l  5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6  o r  5 5 9 -

6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

Tr a s h  H a u l i n g

Trash Haul ing  -  Yard  c leanup,

Lawn mowing,  Spr inkler  repa i r.

Call  Alex at  559-479-1402.

Window Clean ing  Serv ice s

Window c leaning spec ia l .  Most

windows $5  ins ide /out .  Screen ,

t rack  and  s i l l s  inc luded .  Hard

water  s ta in  and  cobweb removal

a v a i l a b l e . F u l l y  i n sured. C a l l

N i c k  a t  2 8 5 - 1 7 2 3 .  F re e   e s t i -

m a t e s .

SUDOKU
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Click on “Local News” at 

T O  A D V E R T I S E
C A L L  6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4
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Keep it Simple ...Keep it Simple ...
... with simply the best hand-made aprons

available in the Universe ...
... with simply the best hand-made aprons

available in the Universe ...

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

U.S.A. made, fully
reversible and classic

- yet functional - styling
with your choice of 

material on each side.
Two aprons for the

price of one!

To order today
call 208-968-0416

or
build your own at

only

29$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)

4
/0

9

Classic
Reversiblethe

©

Classic
Reversiblethe

©

Men or Women’s Adjustable ©Men or Women’s Adjustable ©

The Classic Reversible ©The Classic Reversible ©
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www.The Ranchos.com
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559-363-9095559-363-9095
ranchos.community@gmail.comranchos.community@gmail.com

If you’ve got questions
about what’s happening in the Ranchos,
now you have a place to call.

If you’ve got questions
about what’s happening in the Ranchos,
now you have a place to call.

PG&E?

Ave. 12?

Water?

Sewage?

Schools?

Developments?

PG&E?

Ave. 12?

Water?

Sewage?

Schools?

Developments?

4/09

Discussions on the Avenue 12

Bypass are starting up again. See

what they’re talking about.


