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Five students from Golden Valley Martial Arts brought home eight
medals from the March 24 Concordia University Taekwondo
Championships and welcomed the President of  the World Taekwondo
Federation to his first visit to the USA. This was the students’ very first
competition experience and a successful one at that! 

Ranchos Martial Artists Win

Board of Supervisors Sued 
Over $3.2 M from Ranchos 

Transfer of Measure A funds from the Ranchos
and foothill communities without public discus-
sion, adherence to Brown Act at heart of suit.
By Randy Bailey

A retired firefighter from
Coarsegold decided that enough
was enough and has filed a civil
suit in Madera County Superior
Court against the County of
Madera, and specifically against
the Madera County Board of
Supervisors, for actions that
arose at the Feb. 27 Board of
Supervisors meeting. At that
meeting an “emergency item”
was added “off agenda” and
sought $3.2 million in Measure
A road funds to be transferred
from the unincorporated areas of
Madera County to the incorpo-
rated areas for the purpose of
building a bridge over Highway

99 at Ellis Street. The vote
passed 3-2 with the Ranchos’
Supervisor, Frank Bigelow, and
the foothills’ Supervisor, Tom
Wheeler, voting “no.”

Dale Drozen, through his
attorney Steven Geringer, says
that the act by the Supervisors
violates the Brown Act, the
guiding principle behind open
and accessible governmental
meetings.

“I just want the government
to be open and honest,” Drozen
said.

The Brown Act was passed
in 1953 and applies to California
lawmakers only. The idea

The Root of the Problem
Districts 2,3 and 4 overlap in the City of

Madera creating a 3-2 voting bloc that can
vote down District 5 and District 1 (us) at will.

Please see SUIT on P. 8

Community Library Center Discussed

An architect’s rendering of a proposed Community Library Center
designed specifically for the Ranchos.

The floorplan of the same project showing a two story, 8,000 square
foot library and 4,500 square foot meeting facility.

By Randy Bailey
and Don Foster

On Wednesday, April 18, the
Ranchos Senior Center was filled
with the hopeful, the skeptical and
the just plain curious as the plans
for a Ranchos Community Center
and Library Facility were
unveiled.

Presented by the Golden
Valley Chamber of Commerce,
Past President Steve Krueger
showed four different architectural
renderings showing four different
levels of involvement for the com-
munity, but the most interest was
generated by Plan “D” (see at left).

The plan calls for a meeting
center with kitchen facilities, a
wedding garden, exercise and
after-school program rooms, an
olympic-sized pool and family
pool and separate library.

Krueger stressed that these
plans were merely a “roadmap” to
help get the Ranchos moving and
that nothing was “carved in stone.”
He did say that the site would
require approximately 5 acres and
that somewhere on Avenue 12
would make for a great location.
“With 5 acres there would even be
enough room for a small neighbor-
hood park,” Krueger said.

The key to bringing these
plans to fruition would be the cre-
ation of a Community Services
District, a special district within
Madera County that would over-
see the implementation of the
Center.

Members of the New
Library Planning Committee
also attended and the consensus
was they liked what they saw.
The full-sized drawings are on
display at the library and will
also be available with more
information at the Chamber
booth on Flatlander’s Day.

FLATLADER’S DAY IS HERE!FLATLADER’S DAY IS HERE!

Saturday, May 5
Parade Starts at 10 a.m.

SHARP!
Registration at 8:30 a.m.

Parade route is Avenue 12
from Topper to Kensington

IT’S NOT TOO LATE
to enter or volunter!

645-4001
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Close a loan with us  and

we will send you on a
FREE vacation and even

pay for your home
appraisal!

Close a loan with us  and
we will send you on a

FREE vacation and even
pay for your home

appraisal!

from Ranchos Mortgagefrom Ranchos Mortgage

645-5219
37193 Avenue 12 Suite 3D • Madera Ranchos

Louie Aldama
559-718-9910

Janelle Paolinelli
559-674-1769

Patty Grissom
559-645-5219

Greg Reitz
559-260-1777

Linda Matthews
559-907-9465

Jean-Ann Ward
559-871-6537

Locally Owned and Operated

• Consolidate your 1st and 2nd into
one low, easy payment!

• Got an adjustable rate? It’s a great
time to get a fixed rate as low as
5.875 (subject to credit approval).

• Get a construction loan.
• Bad credit? We can help!
• Pay off those high interest credit

cards.

Cruise for two (does not include port charges or taxes) • 8 day 7 night Condo Stay for four people at your choice of
over 600 locations (taxes not included) • 3 day 2 night hotel accomodations, including air fare (taxes not included).

Vacations Available

Call for your FREE Mortgage Analysis TODAY!

4/07

Apply Online at

www.ranchosmortgage.com

4/07

Madera Ranch Quarry

Kesterson

Millerton Lake

Rio Mesa 1,765.00

North Fork Village (Freels, Central Green)

Rio Mesa

Peck (McCaffrey, Tesoro Viejo)

Avenue 12 Village

Gunner East

Jim Cobb

Don Cobb

Avenue 12

Gateway Village

4/07

AUG. 18, 2007
FIRE-B-Q DINNER • DANCE • AUCTION

Save this date!

Madera County Fire Station 19
will hold its annual 4/

07
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The Bookshelf

Flatlander’s Day Fast Approaches
By Ellen Mester

Flatlander’s Day Parade and Craft
Show is fast approaching. It’s on May 5
this year. There are still spaces available
for crafters and vendors. Stop by the
Ranchos Library for an application. For
Parade information call the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce at 645-4001 or
stop by and pick up an application. Parade
entries are free. The parade entries will be
judged by a panel of five judges and tro-
phies will be awarded. We’d like to see
every Ranchos school or community
organization represented. There will be
lots of food, crafts and fun. Let’s make
this the best Flatlander’s Day ever!

The New Library Planning
Committee will be tallying up the results
of the survey that was sent out last month
in the Ranchos Independent. If you did
not receive one, call or visit the Ranchos
Library. We want to hear what you have to
say. Last week we had a guest architect
speak about structural design considera-
tions and the various costs that are
involved. It was definitely an eye-opener.
One way to combat a large portion of the
cost would be if the land was donated
rather than purchased. We know there’s a
generous benefactor out there that feels
passionately about the importance of the
library in our community. Please step for-
ward if you are that person!

The Ranchos Library Summer
Reading Program entitled, Get a Clue @
the Library, is getting closer. The kick-off
night will be June 21 with music, games,
puzzles and of course lots of books. And
this year we will have a teen/young adult
portion, thanks to Liberty High Librarian,
Melanie Lewis. She will team up with the
Ranchos Library to have murder mystery
nights and treasure hunts for the 14-18
age group. We are really excited about
getting kids of all ages to get involved and
– most of all – to READ! 

Reminders: Monday Story Time is 11
a.m. with Mrs. Anderson. The Friends of
the Library meet the first Thursday of every
month at 7 p.m. Everyone is welcome.

TAX FORMS are still available. We
can also print any of the other tax forms
for you free of charge.

Book Recommendations
Adult Mystery: Evanly Bodies writ-

ten by Rhys Bowen. Detective Constable
Evan Evans of the Welsh town of Llanfair
is on a new investigation of the murder of
a college professor. He was shot through
an open window while eating his break-
fast. The evidence is scant but circum-
stantially it appears that his wife may be
the murderer. Evan’s gut instinct tells him
no, but his new ramrod boss thinks other-
wise. Meanwhile, Evan’s new bride,
Bronwen, is trying to solve her own mys-
tery: why her new young friend, Jamila,
has disappeared. Jamila’s parents and her
older brother want her to return to
Pakistan to marry an older man in a tradi-

tional cer-
e m o n y
b u t
J a m i l a
t h i n k s
n o t .

Bronwen wants to help but only makes
the situation worse. As usual Evan has his
hands full in this tenth book of the Evans
series. This is a great series for readers
who like a good mystery without all the
gruesome graphic details and language
used by other writers. 

Young Adult Fiction: The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by
Mark Haddon. Wellington, the neighbor’s

poodle, was
dead. Stabbed
clear through
with a garden
f o r k .
Chris topher,
age 15 years,
3 months and
3 days finds
Wellington
one evening
on his way
home and
is inadver-

tently sus-
pected of the crime.

Christopher’s response is to cast his eyes
downward and deny it– which of course
makes him look suspicious. But
Christopher is autistic and doesn’t com-
municate the way a typical 15 year old
boy would. He doesn’t like strangers or
anything that deviates from his routine or
schedule and if his brain is overloaded
with new and unfamiliar information he
covers his ears and moans – loudly.
Sometimes if he really gets scared he
closes his eyes and screams. Luckily
Christopher’s teacher Siobhan has helped
him learn how to walk away, how to
understand body language, what sarcasm
is, and most importantly, how to do math
problems to relax and refocus his brain
when he’s overloaded. After the unfortu-
nate incident Christopher decides to
investigate Wellington’s murder in the
style of Sherlock Holmes even though his
father told him not to. But what
Christopher discovers turns his world
upside down as he moves into uncharted
territory that terrifies and confuses him.
Wellington’s murder is the catalyst for
this story but the real insight is how some-
one like Christopher actually thinks. The
author bases his character on personal
experience which brings us all to a better
understanding. 

Juvenile Non-fiction: Casey at the
Bat by Ernest L. Thayer with illustrations
by C.F. Payne. April is opening-season for

baseball. This book is a perfect trib-
ute to the sport.

April is also
poetry month and Casey at the Bat is a
much-recited, beloved poem. The illustra-
tions are warm, soft tones in the style of the
era. The poem is written in its original for-
mat with the addition of background infor-
mation about the author and the various per-
formers enacting the poem on stage and for
the radio. I remember as a child watching a
cartoon version of it on T.V. and also hear-
ing it recited at various times. It’s a great
book to read aloud to people of all ages. 

Check out these books and more at
the library and always carry your library
card: Don’t leave home without it!

4/07
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2007 Flatlander’s Day
Parade Day: May 5, 2007

Group        Individual         Business  

Parade begins at 10 a.m. Sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.

Parade route: Topper along Ave. 12 to Kensington
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials

and agree to release parade officials from any and all
responsibility from  loss, damage, and/or injury to any per-
son or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Group or Business Name
Individual entry or
responsible person’s name

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry?     Yes      No
Approx. number of participants           Approx. length       ft.

Entry Category (select ONE which most closely suits your entry):
Horses (Single)     Horses (Group) Explain:
Floats (Band) Name:
Floats (Non-profit) Name:
Floats (Business) Name:
Floats (Other) Name:
Children’s Groups Name:
Dance Groups Name:
Single Entry (Children) Name:
Single Entry (Adult) Name:
Novelty Name:    
Addtional information:

Phone:

Bring or mail this form by April 26 to: Golden Valley Chamber 37167 Ave. 12
Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 or call 645-4001

Parade Sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

Signature:                                                 Date:

4/
07
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Editorial Random Notes

559-645-0634
37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C • Madera, CA 93636 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.
All contents of this publication are copyright 2007, all rights reserved. Reprinting

without the permission of the copyright holder is forbidden by law.
All articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsi-

ble for the content. The information gathered for this publication is from sources that are
considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed. Opinions expressed in advertisements
or articles remain the opinion of the writer.
Randy Bailey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Editor
Tina Shannon . . . . Advertising Sales
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Well it’s here at last and some truly believed that it was gone for good, but
never underestimate the will of the people of the Ranchos
when they set their collective minds to some-
thing. The annual Flatlander’s Day Parade is
happening and it’s solely thanks to you, the
volunteers. Its a classic community event that
no one pays to enter and all the help is volun-
teered. Now THAT’S America! There is still
time to sign up if you want to be in the parade. It
doesn’t cost a thing and you just might win a tro-
phy! I won one last year but I’m still not sure of
the category. I’m pretty sure it was for “Fat Guy in
White Truck.” You can also call and volunteer your
services or maybe you belong to a group that would like to help out. Many hands make
light work! Call the Chamber office at 645-4001 at help make this the best Flatlander’s
ever.

After the Flatlander’s Parade and Craft Fair,
head on over to Sierra View Elementary at around
5 p.m. for the annual school carnival. There are
games, prizes, bounce houses, a cake walk and
it’s all for a great cause - our kids at Sierra View!
Sierra View is on Paula and the corner of 16 1/2
in Bonnadelle. Get up there!

Speaking of outdoor events that are com-
ing up, just around the corner is the annual
Station 19 Fire-B-Q. This year it’s being held
at Cobb’s Ranch on Saturday, Aug. 18 begin-
ning at 6 p.m. This is a real fun event com-

plete with dinner, dancing to live music and an auction.
If you need to buy tickets, you want to donate something to the auction or

just want more information, call Debbie at 801-7703. I can tell you one thing for sure: they
sell out every year. Get your tickets early or you’ll be one of those people talking about the
great time you missed.

For our Republican friends out there I got a call
from the Republican Party of Madera County and
found out they have a monthly lunch meeting and
all Ranchos Republicans (and non-Republicans too,
I guess) are invited. The lunches are usually held in
Madera but this month it’s going to be at The Ol’
Kettle Restaurant on Highway 41 in Oakhurst on
Monday, May 7 at 11:30 a.m. The guest speaker
is going to be Madera County District 5
Supervisor Tom Wheeler, which explains the
Oakhurst venue. If you need more information
call 559-683-0719 or go to their website at
www.maderagop.org.

I hope you’ve gotten the chance to see the plans
for the proposed Community Library Center. If you haven’t, they’re
on display over at the library and we’re going to be setting them up at the Golden

Valley Chamber of Commerce booth at the
Crafter’s Fair on Flatlander’s Day. Come
by and take a look and talk to me - yeah,
they got me manning the Chamber booth
this year. Stop by and have a cigar. Talk
about stuff. I’ll be there.

Finally, our hearts and prayers go out to
all of those who were impacted by the
events at Virginia Tech. I had to explain to
my kids that sometimes bad people do bad
things but they truly are the exception and
not the rule. My middle daughter was the
most concerned and I told her to keep things
in perspective. Although something terrible
happened on one campus and took many
lives, remember that there are thousands of
campuses around the country with millions
of students where absolutely nothing hap-
pened - just as nothing happens every single
day. That is the rule. I also helped her under-
stand that it wasn’t a gun that killed any-
body, it was the person pulling the trigger
and that was where the ultimate responsibil-
ity lay. She said she understood.

I hope so.

W h e n  y o u

c a n ' t  m a k e

t h e m  s e e

t h e  l i g h t ,

m a k e  t h e m

f e e l  t h e

h e a t .  

TThhee

RRaayy  GGuunn

By Randy Bailey

I really love the Beatles. When I was a
kid and heard their music for the first time
I was completely blown away. It was like
nothing I had ever heard before. Back in
December I got a copy of the latest Beatles-
inspired CD, Love, which was created as
the soundtrack for the latest Cirque du
Soleil extravaganza in Las Vegas. When
my wife and kids heard Love the Beatles
fire was lit anew and we planned a trip to
the Love Theater at the Mirage in Las
Vegas and planned a family vacation for
the first week of April around the show,
Calico ghost town, Hoover Dam, the Grand
Canyon, the London Bridge - standard
touristy stuff.

Oh yeah, we went one more place on
our trip. As a matter of fact, we made it our
first stop on the first day of our vacation.
Here we are with the kids out of school for
Spring Break and me and the wife making
our first trip to Las Vegas in 10 years and
where was the first place we stopped?

Castle & Cooke in Bakersfield.
Yeah, you read that right.
Ever since I met with the negotiator

that the Golden Valley Unified School
District hired to hammer through an agree-
ment with Castle & Cooke, I had been
bothered by something. At our meeting I
had it explained to me that Castle & Cooke
had no obligations to Golden Valley and
were completely within their rights to offer
nothing more than an empty plot of dirt and
a handful of trailers and call that our next
Golden Valley school. I had it explained
that if we didn’t hold their feet to the fire
then the good people of the Ranchos would
be footing the bill for all of the school costs
that would be incurred as a result of Castle
& Cooke developing Gateway Village at
Avenue 12 and Highway 41. The only
thing missing were soup lines and a huge
dust storm - but there was always tomor-

row for that to be brought up. 
I remember asking the negotiator if he

had indeed visited any of the Castle &
Cooke properties and inspected any of the
schools in those properties. If Castle &
Cooke was this bad, there had to be a pat-
tern of abuse over and over and over and I
was interested in what his investigation had
turned up. In our conversation I found out
that he had been working for our school
district for almost a year and, amazingly,
had never bothered to check out what other
schools associated with Castle & Cooke
developments thought of Castle & Cooke.

But he was looking into it.
So on the first day of my vacation, I

arranged a tour of the Castle & Cooke
development in Bakersfield and spent the
next two hours touring one of the most
attractive developments I have ever seen. I
saw everything from the multimillion dol-
lar homes on the golf course to the smaller,
starter family homes and was blown away.
I specifically asked to see the schools for
each of these communities and was over-
whelmed. Where I expected to see plots of
dirt and trailers were modern, state-of-the-
art facilities, all completely designed to
fully integrate into the surrounding neigh-
borhoods. They were, in a word, beautiful.

I found out that Castle & Cooke has
been at the Bakersfield location for almost
20 years and has another 20-25 to go. Their
shopping centers built for the communities
looked like Disneyland. Everything was
first class. Without exception.

Now I hear that the school board can’t
make the time to go down to Bakersfield to
see what I saw. 

Unbelievable.
It’s time to put up or shut up. If

there’s a valid reason why Castle &
Cooke should be treated like some kind of
snake oil salesman then let’s hear it; but
that door swings both ways. Make sure
that’s not snake oil on your hands, Board.

It’s Time to Put Up or Shut Up



Letters

Castle & Cooke Townhall Meeting

Wednesday, May 2, 2007
7:00 p.m.

The Village of Gateway
to discuss the status and progress of

Townhall to be held at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center
located at 37330 Berkshire, Madera Ranchos • Refreshments will be served 

The most current Draft Environmental Impact Report has been prepared and we hope you can join us
for a discussion of the possible effect the report may have on the advancement of the Village of Gateway project.

It should prove to be both an interesting and informative evening. 

invites you to a

4/
07

It’s been awhile since Yosemite Sam has graced the pages of the Independent,
but I still have plenty to say.

A “conundrum” is defined by Webster’s Dictionary as “an intricate and diffi-
cult problem” or “a question or problem having only a conjectural answer.”

From my perspective, both of these definitions describe the difficult question
of providing future housing for the population growth that we all know is coming
to California. The California Department of Finance has recently revised their
growth projections downward, for a variety of reasons, to a total population in
California of 47 million by the year 2030, from the current population of just under
30 million statewide. That means that in just less than 25 years, our population in
the state will increase by more than 17 million. According to the Department of
Finance, most of this growth will be coming to the Central Valley and the counties
of Riverside and San Bernardino in southern California. Counties like Madera,
Fresno, Merced and Stanislaus are expected to increase population by more than 10
percent per year during that time.

Where will all these people live? If we assume that the average household pop-
ulation is five people per residence (and the Madera County average is actually less
than five), then we will need to construct approximately 3.5 million new residen-
tial units to house the growth we expect in California by 2030. This is an average
of about 150,000 new housing units each year statewide!

Fortunately, annual building permits in the state over the last 20 years have
averaged just over 160,000. This has come, however, during two of the biggest real
estate booms since post World War II.

Madera County’s population is expected to grow by an average of nearly 8,000
per year during the same timeframe. Again, if we use very conservative numbers,
the county will have to provide more than 1,600 new housing units each year just
to keep up!

Some people will tell you that the answer is just to make it difficult (if not
impossible) to grow; to basically “ignore” the problem. They will say “Make ‘em
live someplace else … we don’t want ‘em here!” Others will recognize that the
people will come, no matter what the obstacles are.

And herein lies the conundrum. Do we want to provide well-planned commu-
nities for this expected growth, or do we want to conduct “business as usual”? Do

Yosemite Sam
April 2007 Page 5

The Growth Conundrum

Please see SAM on P. 18

Dear Editor:

Things are changing! Your local gov-
ernment is making big changes. Money is
being spent, new laws and new ways to
enforce them are being written and issues
decided. Most taxpayers don't have a clue.

I know. I was one of them.
Now I sit in on meetings. I watch

what is happening. Now and then I com-
ment or stand up and protest. At most of
the meetings I am virtually all alone
except for the ones directly involved in a
particular item on the agenda.

I need some help!
Not support of what I choose to get

involved in (and I am not running for any
office). What I am asking is that you get
involved too. Look at what your govern-
ment is doing and let them know your
opinion. Get together with your neighbors
and set it up so you go [to the Board of
Supervisors’ meeting] this week and then
someone else goes next week. If some-
thing big is about to happen spread the
word. I can show you how to find the
meetings and agendas online.

The Board sent $3.2 Million to
Madera City and refused to let the citizens
speak on the matter, but at the beginning
of every meeting 15 minutes is set aside
for the public to speak on any subject that
is not on the agenda.

If you are not happy about what they
did, go to the meeting and tell them.

The new code enforcement laws they
are trying to pass give the county the
power to appoint anybody to write cita-
tions; appoint the hearing officers they
want with no stated qualifications; and
wield unbelievable power to control what
you can (and can’t) present in your
defense. But don't worry – you can always

appeal the above to the Board of
Supervisors.

Don't take my word for anything.
Look it up yourself.

Dale Drozen
Coarsegold

Dear Editor:

With a growing number of children
becoming involved with drugs, gangs,
graffiti, vandalism and all the byproducts
of a too-liberal for too-long society, one
would think that keeping them focused
on family involvement in an activity that
is good, healthy fun would be tolerated, if
not encouraged. Young families have
moved to The Ranchos to escape the dan-
gers of Fresno and to find some measure
of personal freedom as well, only to find
that there is no escaping one of the worst
aspects of city life, and that is “nasty
neighbor syndrome.”

In our subdivision, our lots are 1.5
acres, with plenty of undeveloped yard
for outdoor activities. My neighbor, act-
ing on the assumption that this was,
indeed, still a country where a person had
a little freedom to do as he wished on his
own property, built a track in his back
yard for his small (one is 5 years old)
sons to ride their little dirt bikes. At the
designated off-road vehicle parks these
children would soon be overwhelmed,
frightened and put in danger by older rid-
ers on bigger, much louder and more
powerful machines. 

Almost everyone in the neighborhood
owns an ATV of some sort and all ride

Please see LETTERS on P. 17
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Puzzle
Answers

SUDOKU

MAGIC MAZE

FFiinnee  QQuuaalliittyy  CCrraaffttmmaannsshhiipp

Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame 

Repairs
• Chroma Vision

Color Matching

674-8591
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair

4/
07

MMaaddeerraa  RRaanncchhooss  •• 664455-77001111
3377118844  AAvvee..  1122  ((nneexxtt  ttoo  SSuubbwwaayy))

MMoonn-SSaatt  1111aamm-1100ppmm,, SSuunn  44ppmm-1100ppmm

Flatlander’s  Day  Special
KKEEYY CCLLUUBB

wwiillll  bbee  sseelllliinngg  aatt  oouurr  bbooootthh
PPiizzzzaa  @@  $$22//sslliiccee

$5500 aannyy
22  llaarrggee
ppiizzzzaass

Expires 5/15/07OOFFFF

4/07

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

4/
07

To Advertise 
Call 

645-0634

““HHOOMMEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  BBIIGG  RROOLLLL””

3300%%  -  6600%%  EEvveerryyddaayy  SSaavviinnggss
11882200  EE..  MMccKKiinnlleeyy  ((NNeeaarr  BBllaacckkssttoonnee))  444455-00220066

4/
07

Plan on attending this year’s 25th
Anniversary of A Celebration of Wine
on June 3 between 3 and 6 p.m. at the
Rancho Vista del Rio in Madera – the
Borba family ranch – located at
Highway 99 and the San Joaquin River.
A Celebration of Wine brings over 100
West Coast wineries plus approximately
40 local restaurants to Madera along the
tranquil San Joaquin River. As you stroll
through a park-like setting under a beau-
tiful umbrel-
la of trees,
it’s a perfect
way to enjoy
some of the
finest wines
offered on
the West
Coast. You’ll
also enjoy
s a m p l i n g
foods pre-
pared by
some of
C e n t r a l
California’s most prestigious restau-
rants.

A Celebration of Wine is the major
fundraiser for the Viticulture & Enology
Department at California State
University, Fresno. It benefits the
Vincent E. Petrucci Library located on
campus along with student assistance
programs. Presented by the CSUF
Viticulture & Enology Alumni
Association, this annual event draws up
to 2,500 wine and food enthusiasts. Visit
the Fresno State Pavilion featuring the
award-winning Fresno State Winery and
other food items currently produced on
campus, or visit a cooperage demonstra-

tion provided by Barrels Unlimited to
learn about the process of barrel mak-
ing.

In addition to an afternoon of fine
wine and food, attendees may also par-
ticipate in Central California’s largest
Silent Wine Auction featuring many
large format bottles of wine. This year, a
special commemorative 25th
Anniversary barrel made by Barrels
Unlimited will be available in the auc-

tion. Another
favorite is
P h y l l i s
Neufeld’s art
e x h i b i t
where pur-
chases made
during the
event benefit
this worth-
w h i l e
fundraiser. 

B e f o r e
h e a d i n g
home, plan

on coffee and desserts while enjoying
music from the Joe Lenigan Band.

Desserts, dancing or just talking are
the perfect way to top off a wonderful
day of wine and food tasting.

Remember: up to 125 wineries in
one place! Attendance at A Celebration
of Wine is limited with tickets available
in advance for $70 per person (Guests
must be 21 years of age or older to
attend) or $80 if available at the gate.
Tickets are now on sale at both Old
Doc’s locations, Eau de Vie, Vino 100
and online by visiting www.acelebra-
tionofwine.com or by calling 559-244-
5741.

World-Class Wine Tasting, Food
Comes to Rancho Vista del Rio
A Celebration of Wine raises funds for CSUFresno Viticulture
& Enology Department with fine food, wines and desserts.
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CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS
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TREE FARM
Thousands to Choose From

Great Prices & We Deliver

974-2117
call JOHN FINLEY 35597 AVE 12 1/2

Madera Ranchos
(Corner of AVE 12 1/2 & RD 35 1/2)

CM&N Nursery
4/07

The Stock Report
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By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
I hope everyone had a wonderful

Easter. For both students and teachers,
Easter is included in a week’s spring vaca-
tion. Is Easter a time to get toys and eat
candy? I guess that is the reason that the
teachers came back to work on Monday
after Easter but the students got a day off
to get some of the candy out of their sys-
tems. My family has a tradition of going to
Hanford to my granddaughter’s house for
a family Easter Brunch. When children
grow up it is hard to continue traditions
that were started when they were little
unless you really make the effort. When
my granddaughter decided to continue the
Easter Brunch tradition, I was delighted.

Now that the Easter Parade has passed
us by it is time to put on your thinking
caps and develop and design a float for the
May 5 Flatlander’s Parade. We finally
have a theme from the Chamber of
Commerce, which is “Spring in the
Ranchos”. If you haven’t gotten involved
in the Flatlander’s Parade, you have really
missed out on a great Madera Ranchos tra-
dition. Any one can be in the Parade. Just
stop at the Chamber office in the
Maywood Center and pick up a form. That
is the easy part – then you get a few peo-
ple together and build a float. It really is a
lot of fun. There will also be a Craft Fair
on May 5 at the Maywood Center from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m.

There is a lot going on in Golden
Valley Unified right now. Marty Butt, the
consultant with Leadership Associates, has
closed the time for applications for super-
intendent for our school district. She has
told us that there are some good “fits”

from the applicant pool that will make an
exceptionally good superintendent for us. I
pray that she is right. Your school board
trustees interviewed candidates on
Saturday, April 21. We can use all of your
prayers that we pick the right one.

Negotiations are going forward with
the Castle and Cooke developers. Castle
and Cooke has suggested that the school
board trustees take a trip to Bakersfield
with them to see their project there. We are
having trouble finding a time when all of
the board members are free to take this all
day trip. Golden Valley has been informed
that the county has scheduled a public
hearing before the Madera County
Planning Commission for May 22, at
which time public testimony will be con-
sidered by the Planning Commission with
regard to the Castle and Cooke Gateway
Project.

On April 26 the 2007 Academic
Pentathlon Super Quiz will be held at the
Liberty High School gymnasium at 7 p.m.
This year’s topic is “Medieval Europe.”
These are middle school students from all
over Madera County. Winning teams will
receive awards.

The Liberty High Senior Class of
2007 is quickly getting close to gradua-
tion. Graduation will be held on May 31,
2007. The Sober Graduation Committee is
planning for a great “double-0-seven” cel-
ebration. After the graduation, the gradu-
ates come back for a night of food, games,
music, dancing, raffles and door prizes in
the Liberty cafeteria and theater. These
incentives plus a car given away to some
lucky graduate at the end of the night will
keep the graduates at the party all night

Class of “007” Draws to a Close

Please see STOCK on P. 18 
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645-7540

BOBCAT WORK
• Grading
• Tree holes
• Fence post holes
• Trenching

4/
07

DDooeess  yyoouurr  ccaarr  oorr  ttrruucckk  hhaavvee
PPOOOORR  GGAASS  MMIILLEEAAGGEE??
PPOOOORR  PPEERRFFOORRMMAANNCCEE??
WE HAVE THE ANSWER!

451-1210
call Juan Luis Lopez

ffuueell  iinnjjeeccttiioonn  cclleeaanniinngg  • ttuunnee  uuppss  • cchheecckk  eennggiinnee  lliigghhttss
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Turn Your HOUSE into a DREAM HOME

645-4113
500 OFF00$

W/COUPON EXP. 5/31/07

Lic. #273099

AANNYY CCOOAATTIINNGG JJOOBB

MOTHER’S DAY & FLATLANDERS 
SPECIAL COUPON

with TEX•COTE instead of paint

• Trenching
• Sand Blasting
• Patch
• Primer
• Tex Cote
• Paint Trim 4/

07

Frank Kramer Exteriors

behind it was to eliminate secret meetings
and backroom deals. Its introductory lan-
guages states: “The people of this State do
not yield their sovereignty to the agencies
which serve them. The people, in delegat-
ing authority, do not give their public ser-
vants the right to decide what is good for
the people to know and what is not good
for them to know. The people insist on
remaining informed so that they may
retain control over the instruments they
have created.”

The heart of Drozen’s case is that the
people of Madera County were not given

any notice of the intent to discuss and
transfer the funds. Supervisor Bigelow
offered a motion to allow just that, but it
was voted down by Supervisors
Domenici, Moss and  Rodriguez.

“All I’m asking is that they have open
meetings and tell the public what they’re
going to do,” Drozen added.

Drozen’s suit seeks that the Board’s
action be deemed null and void and set
aside. He further seeks attorney’s fees, the
cost of the suit and any other relief the
court deems proper. 

Because the suit is pending,
Supervisors are not allowed to talk about
the case.

SUIT cont. from P. 1

Madera Artist Paints the Valley

Artist Claudia Fletcher shows some of her work at her art booth at the recent
“Clovisfest” streetfair event held in Clovis.
By Randy Bailey

When it comes to western painting the mind immediately thinks of Remington ... and
Russell ... and Fletcher?

Well, maybe not yet, but someday. Claudia Fletcher is an award-winning artist who
specializes in western themes. Whether it’s a horse or a cowboy’s favorite dog, Fletcher has
painted it. That’s not to say that she’s limited to just western themes; it’s just that the horse
is where she began drawing as a child and elements of western life are what most appeal to
her.

Born and raised in Madera, Fletcher
now calls Clovis home and from there has
been slowly painting the Valley from one
end to another. Available to paint portraits
of a favorite horse or dog, Fletcher has also
gained quite a following as a muralist. Here
in Madera County she was the artist behind
the murals at Vineyard 208 just northeast of
the Ranchos. There she painted the end of
the barrel room with a three-dimensional
painting of another barrel room, giving the
illusion that the room opened up into a
seemingly endless room. She also did a
painting on one wall of a window, but the
view out of the painted window is a land-
scape of what the winery will look like
when it is eventually finished. Winery
owner Lynda Whelchel calls it her “win-
dow into the future.” The effects are called
trompe l’oeils, which is French for “fools the eye.”

Fletcher majored in art at Immaculate Heart College in Los Angeles and then ven-
tured into illustrating for advertising before she struck out on her own and began her art
business. As mentioned above, western themes are her first love, but her repertoire of
murals includes a painting of Yosemite on the side of a garage, a jungle with 11 monkeys

in the bedroom of a little boy, an underwa-
ter scene in the home of someone who
longed for the ocean and countless fairy
castles for little girls’ rooms throughout the
Valley. Add in Noah’s ark, Mother Goose
and various beach scenes and you have
quite a portfolio.

Her portraits are where her passion
lies, however. She has entered and won
local art shows and she has become the
official painter of the annual Clovis Rodeo
poster. She has displayed work at the
Madera County Arts Council’s Circle
Gallery since it opened and when you
drive by Borba Ranch on Highway 99 at
Avenue 7, that’s her sculpture of a calf
being roped above the sign.

Quite an impressive body of work.
Maybe her next masterpiece will be for
you.
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Coverage Can Be Tailored to Meet Your
Needs and Budget!
Your Choice of Doctors and Hospitals!
NO NETWORK!
24-Hour WorldWideCoverage!*
On & Off the Job Coverage!**
You CANNOT be Singled
Out for Rate Increase!
You CANNOT be Singled
Out for Cancellation!

7 REASONS TO CALL TODAY

Association membership is required.
Insurance plans are underwritten by Mid-West National Life Insurance Company of Tennessee. Home Office: Oklahoma
City, OK. *Within first 30 days of travel outside U.S. and Canada. **Provided you are not covered under any Worker’s
Comp or similar plan. MW/000173 Exp.06-07

Licensed Insurance Agent
Cindy Vail

CA License #OE81172
559-674-5450 Office
559-871--2641 Cell
cvail@mw-ins.com

www.cindyvail.mw-ins.com
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Monte Pistoresi, President

(559) 673-8004
Fax: (559) 673-4699

1 1 3  N .  “ R ”  S t r e e t  • M a d e r a

WE ARE A PROUD
SPONSOR OF

FLATLANDER’S DAY

Pistoresi Ambulance
Service Inc.
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By Michelle Le Strange

You just can't beat the taste of home-
grown produce! If you have the space and
sunshine, but not the burning desire to be
a veggie gardener, then just try two: toma-
toes and sweet corn. Barbecues and pic-
nics taste like summer with these veggies
complementing the meal. 

Tomatoes: Novice growers should
keep it simple and only plant a few toma-
toes so that watering, weeding and string-
ing does not become overwhelming. If you
have the knack and zeal for growing veg-
etables then choose slicers, dicers, pasters
and a cherry and heirloom or two. Don't go
hog wild on any one type unless you are
up for the challenge. 

Varieties are the name of the game
with tomatoes these days. Nurseries offer
new lines and tried and true standards.
Pick up any gardening magazine and
they'll review their favorites. Go for it or
just stick to the basics. Either way if you
follow a few tips, you won't be disappoint-
ed.

Once spring rains stop get ready to
plant 10 to 20 individual tomato plants to
feed a family of four from the fourth of
July to Halloween. To guarantee success
choose several different varieties and
make sure that a couple are indeterminate
(ones that grow and keep fruiting until
stopped by frost or disease). Since most of
us buy six packs from the nursery, consid-
er planting just three from each six pack
and share the rest with a neighbor or
friend. That way you can try more vari-
eties. Also make three sequential plantings
about three weeks apart. 

Work the ground with a tiller, adding
compost, manure, and fertilizer before
forming beds that are 5 feet wide and as
long as you dare. Run a furrow down each
side to lay the garden hose or place drip
tape on bed top. Transplant seedlings two
feet apart and train the indeterminate
tomatoes up a trellis system and the deter-
minate varieties in tomato cages. Start the
support systems early, not later when the
plants are full of fruit. 

The first few weeks require hose
watering close to the small plants.
Gradually move the water line to the fur-
rows. By then, run water deeply and regu-
larly, but not too often. The water will
move laterally into the bed and reach the
tomato roots. Avoid getting the top of the
beds wet, which encourages weeds and
disease. Tomatoes will form a deep root
system. Too much water creates fruit with
less taste. Drip systems need to be run
long enough to wet the root zone.

Tomatoes do not need a lot of fertiliz-
er. If big vines develop with no fruit it usu-

ally means that the nights are too hot for
pollination. Growing several varieties
helps minimize the chances of them all
flowering simultaneously during a heat
spell.

Harvest as soon as tomatoes color up
fully. Pick often and never put tomatoes in
the refrigerator. Treat them like bananas
and you'll be more satisfied with their fla-
vor. 

Sweet corn: Sweet corn is easier to
grow than tomatoes, however stalk dispos-
al at the end of the season is more cum-
bersome. The novice gardener should
plant just one block of corn the first year.
Sweet corn does best when planted in
small blocks of four or more rows. Rows
can be 30-40 inches apart and seed should
be planted about 12 inches apart. We do
not recommend planting corn in a single
row, because poor pollination will result in
ears with missing kernels.

Plant only one variety of corn in a
block and if you grow several blocks, then
be sure to separate them to prevent cross
pollination between varieties. 

There are three types of sweet corn
varieties. Standard sugary (SU) types are
the older varieties in which sugar in the
kernels converts rapidly to starch after
harvest (e.g. Jubilee, Silver Queen) and
these are actually great for the home gar-
den. Sugary enhanced (SE) and super
sweet (SS) types possess genes which
increase sweetness and slow the conver-
sion of sugar to starch after harvest (e.g.
Kandy Korn, How Sweet It Is, Early Xtra
Sweet), which are used by commercial
growers and are often considered too
sweet by some home gardeners. 

Harvest corn at the milk stage (push
thumbnail into a kernel and if kernel is
plump and milk pops out, the ear is ready
to pick). Husks on mature ears feel firm
when grasped. Use corn immediately after
picking. 

Worms may be a problem, but rarely
do we recommend spraying for them in
the home garden. Just pick them off toma-
toes while growing and cut tips off sweet
corn prior to cooking.

Michelle Le Strange is a University of
California Master Gardener. Master
Gardeners are members of communities
who are trained by UC Cooperative
Extension experts in different aspects of
plant science and then volunteer to extend
that information to their community. The
mission of the Master Gardener program
is to provide research-based information
for gardening practices and technologies
of home horticulture, integrated pest man-
agement and environmental resource con-
servation.

No Green Thumb with Vegetables?
Try Two: Tomatoes and Sweet Corn

Garden Tips
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You’re Somebody Here.

Madera
413 W. Yosemite Ave.

662-2800

River Park
80 E. Nees
446-6350

You’re Not Just Anybody -

4/07

4/07
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By Carrie Padgett

The Madera Ranchos Curves fitness
center changed owners on April 1.
Jennifer Romine started as a member in
2003, became assistant manager a year
ago and is now purchasing the franchise
from original owners, Cory McMechan
and Joan Madaus. McMechan and
Madaus live out of the area and wanted to
see someone local take over. When the
business became available, Romine was
ready.

“I know what Curves did for me,”
Romine said. “When I started I was a typ-
ical stay-at-home mom watching my
weight go up and I was miserable. So I
joined Curves. I’ve lost 35 pounds and
about 22 inches. It’s great for all women,
young or old.” 

Romine is enthusiastic about all that
Curves offers. “I’ve totally changed how I
eat and cook from all the things I’ve
learned here,” She said. “Whether or not
you need to lose weight, exercise is great
for our bones and muscles. It releases
endorphins that help us feel good. It pre-
vents disease and arthritis. It does it all.” 

The Curves workout combines aero-
bics, strength training, and stretching and
takes about 30 minutes. Employees train
new members on the machines. Other
equipment is also available, including
weights, exercise balls and weighted hoops. 

Jodi Camp is a recent member. She
joined in November 2006 to “… get
healthy and lose some weight,” she said.
Camp has lost 24 pounds and 13 inches,
but is grateful for other benefits as well. “I
have more energy. It’s given me more con-
fidence. Curves offers lots of health bene-

fits, as well as a place to meet new people
and make friends.”

Michelle Hodgson joined in June
2002 and began the workouts in conjunc-
tion with following Weight Watchers.
“I’ve gained my health for sure,” Hodgson
said. “It’s great for a busy lifestyle. It’s
easy to get in the recommended 30 min-
utes, three times a week.” Hodgson’s
teenage daughter, Amanda, joined two
months after her mother. “It’s been good
for us to workout together,” Hodgson said. 

Longtime member Marcella Weed
agreed. She admits to “pushing 85 years
old,” and has been a member since August
2002, logging in about 600 workouts.
Weed credits Curves and a healthy
lifestyle with her excellent physical condi-
tion. “It’s kept me limber, my muscle tone
is good. I’m extremely healthy,” she said.
“All exercise is beneficial, and Curves has
helped me to stay fit.”

All the Curves clients agree that
Romine will be a dynamic new owner.
“It’s bittersweet to say goodbye to Cory
and Joan,” Hodgson said, “but Jennifer
will be terrific.” Camp concurs. “Jennifer
knows all about the business and is very
helpful,” she said.

Romine will be joined by trainers
Elena Valenzuela and Laurie Schooley in
keeping the women of Madera Ranchos fit
and healthy. “I want Curves to be a place
that you leave feeling whole, in your
mind, body, and spirit,” she said. “I want
women to leave happy.” 

Romine is planning a grand re-open-
ing celebration in conjunction with the
annual Flatlanders Day Parade on May 5.
Curves is located at 37167 Avenue 12, in
the Ranchos.

New Ownership for Ranchos Curves

In their ongoing effort to keep their unit
afloat, 14 members of the Madera County
Sheriff’s Explorers, their advisors and
deputies, plan to mount a mammoth yard
sale on May 5 at the Madera County
Sheriff’s Department at 14143 Road 28,
Madera from 7 a.m. until everything is gone.
All proceeds raised from the event will ben-
efit projects, monthly mandatory training,
annual competitions and conferences.

The Madera County Sheriff’s
Explorers’ purpose is to provide Madera
County youth hands-on experience with
the Department, helping youth explore the
possibility of a future with law enforce-
ment. Students enrolled in the Explorer
program learn the basics which include:
Police Radio Techniques, Patrol
Procedures, Arrest and Seizures, Defense
Tactics, First Aid, Traffic Control and
Criminal Law.

There are six basic requirements to join
and remain in the program. They include:

1) Must be at least 14 years old or
have completed eighth grade.

2) Must be enrolled in school with a
2.0 GPA and NO FAILING
GRADES.

3) No serious contacts or arrests.
4) Be in good physical condition with

weight proportional to height.
5) Have parental or guardian

approval.
6) Successfully pass a background

check.
Sheriff John Anderson says one of the

main objectives of the Explorers program
is promoting leadership and team unity.
“No agency,” he says, “can survive with-
out it. Team unity can mean the difference
between life and death.”

A number of Explorers who graduated
from the Explorer program have become
Madera County Sheriff’s Deputies, includ-
ing Undersheriff Frank Benard, Mountain
Detective Larry Rich , Mountain Deputies
Jacob Tallmon and Joseph Wilder, 2005
Medal of Honor for Bravery recipient
Deputy Jeff Thomas and, most recently,
911-Communications Specialist Miguel
Hernandez. When Hernandez graduated
from the Explorer program he was hired
full-time to work for the department’s
Dispatch Center.

The program – which is affiliated
with the Boy Scouts of America –
operates under the direction of
Madera County Sheriff ’s Community
Service Officer Joann Evans. Anyone
interested in learning about the pro-
gram can either call Evans at 559-658-
2555, or log on to the Madera County
Sheriff ’s Explorers official website at
www.msoexplorers.org.

Madera Co. Sheriff’s Explorers
Host Mammoth Yard Sale May 5

10% 
OFF

WITH THIS COUPON

FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL 
SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

37 Years 

Experience

4/
07
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0% FOR 3 YEARS
10% DOWN

WOW!
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If you are interested in
helping the elderly

with non-medical care
Call Home Instead
Job Line 265-3110

4/07

Extraordinary
Caregivers

Needed

Car w/insurance required
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The Ranchos Independent

SUDOKU
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The Ranchos Independent
SAY YOU SAW IT INSAY YOU SAW IT IN

SSuunnddaayy ddiinnnneerr..
RRooaasstteedd  ttuurrkkeeyy..

FFrreesshhllyy  bbaakkeedd  ppiieess  ssiittttiinngg
oonn  tthhee  wwiinnddoowwssiillll  ......

Turn  back  
the  hands  of  time

Who said that no one makes classic,
beautiful, hard-working aprons like the

ones Grandma used to wear?

CCllaassssiiccRReevveerrssiibbllee
the

is equivalent to two aprons for the price
of one with a different, coordinating

pattern on each side. This
hand-crafted,  American-
made beauty will take you

back to a simpler time.

only

25$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)

To order, contact
Lucy Tangrady at 208-855-0830

or visit the website at www.itzsewlucy.com
4/07

www.itzsewlucy.com
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WE DO SERVICE &
WARRANTY REPAIR

ON ALL MAKES
AND MODELS!

WE DO SERVICE &
WARRANTY REPAIR

ON ALL MAKES
AND MODELS!

WE ACCEPT MOST COMPETITORS’ COUPONS • CALL FOR DETAILS
Financing Available O.A.C.

Brian’s Heating & Cooling

Brian Padilla Owner/Operator
Contractor #862395

Brian’s Heating & Cooling

Brian Padilla Owner/Operator
Contractor #862395

675-1681675-1681

4
/0

7

5500$

(EXCLUDING WEEKENDS)

SERVICE CALL
for ONLY

call Brian’s Heating
and Cooling for

A/C
TUNE UPS

This Mother’s Day
Make EVERYONE
Happy!
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37398 Berkshire Drive • Madera Ranchos • 645-5680

off of your next
in-store purchase
of $50 or more at55$$

E
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SAVE! SAVE! SAVE!
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37184  Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos
645-0122 • next to the Pizza Factory

Refurbished Laptops • Lots of New & Used Computers

Internet Ready Computers
starting at $200 COMPLETE!

Hurry while

supplies last

4/
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Mother’s Day/Flatlander’s Day Special

Always high quality at good prices! 645-0421 or 479-1321

Residential & Commercial
• New Roofs
• Re-roofs
• Specialized in Repairs
• Roof Certification
• Roof Inspection
• Gutters
• Continuous Gutters
• Sky Lights - Sun Tunnels

Lic# 814909
Call for details. 

Locally Ownedand Operated

with any complete 
reroof or new roof

Up to 60 feet
CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

FREE
4/

07
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Vision Statement
Golden Valley Unified School District is committed to creating and maintaining

an innovative learning community based in excellence.

Golden Valley Unified School District schools participated in a food drive for area
farm workers.  The goal was to collect as much money and canned food items as possi-
ble to donate to area farm workers who may have been affected by the recent freeze and
crop damage.  All students, as usual, exceeded expectations.  

A big thank you for Pizza Factory’s participation and GVUSD staff for encouraging
the kids to bring cans and for collecting and counting them.  The District would also like
to thank all who participated in the process and donated to area families. 

Kids Gather Food for Freeze Victims
Webster elementary students cheer at the success of their food drive for area freeze victims.

By Ashley Story

Graduation day: Your name is called
and you walk up to accept your diploma,
your ticket to the future. For that piece of
paper to be recognized as a valid docu-
ment of high school completion, Liberty
High School must meet the criteria set up
by the Western Association of Schools
and Colleges, or as it is more simply
known, WASC. 

WASC recently paid a visit to Liberty
High School and their overall feedback
was quite favorable. Though it was a fair-
ly stress-filled and inconvenient three
days, it was absolutely necessary to the
future of Liberty and its students. The
tedious preparations, interrupted classes
and numerous substitute teachers were
clearly worth the strain. The overall view
of the campus, staff and students could
best be summed up with what head of the
WASC visiting committee Steve Tietjen
said at the final WASC meeting: “This
school has a setting for students that
would make me comfortable sending my
own children here.” Liberty high School
Principal Andrew Alvarado said that the
committee believed our best qualities
were, “Our culture, respectful students,
safe environment and high standards.”

While most of the feedback was
praise, there was necessary critique. The
negatives were still mild and, “… they
had to try very hard to find anything for
us to improve on,” Alvarado said. 

WASC’s main area of concern was
the math gap, a prime example of their
excessive scrutiny since Liberty High
School, “ranks first in the county in nar-
rowing the achievement gap,” said

Alvarado. With such an evaluation,
Alvarado is quite confident that we will
be granted the longest term of six years
until the next visit.

One of the other issues the WASC
committee noticed was the need for a
standardized grading scale, meaning that
different teachers who teach the same
subject need to follow the same grading
scale. For example, if tests account for 40
percent of the grade for one Algebra 1
teacher, the same should be true for all
other Algebra teachers. 

Along with grading standards, there
was also a need for more focus on the
benchmarks. Teachers need to evaluate
how valid benchmarks are at measuring
progress. While teachers are devoting
more attention to benchmarks, students
are encouraged to put more effort into the
yearly state testing. A school’s API score
is a major factor in the WASC evaluation
and Liberty’s 89 point increase last year
will positively influence the final report.
Last year will definitely help Liberty
receive longer terms and overall prestige.

Not only were teachers and students
scrutinized, but parents as well. The com-
mittee expressed concern over parents’
reluctance to send their sons or daughters
to four-year universities. They were very
clearly impressed by the high standards
set by the school and district, but disap-
pointed with the lack of motivation from
parents.

If Liberty does receive the six-year
term many are anticipating, there will
need to be much cooperation and
improvement. Even though WASC was
generally impressed, there is always room
for improvement.

Liberty High Passes WASC Test

By Jonathan Hensley

With the California Standardized
Tests less than a month away, the number
LHS students will hear more than any
other number is 800. This is the API goal
set by LHS principal Andrew Alvarado
and the district for this year.

Last year the API goal was 750. With
the help of incentives, Liberty students
surpassed that goal with a score of 769.
With an improvement of 89 points, this
was the fifth best score in the Valley.

Alvarado is currently having meetings
with the leadership team to find out what
the students want as reasonable incentives
for this year. Some of the incentives that
have come up are a second semester trip to
Sierra Summit or the water park along,
with some of the other incentives from last

year such as extra lunch time and Friday
off-campus privileges for gold members.

This year there may be an extra twist
to make Liberty students want to achieve
the goal of 800. Students will have to
“defend” their current five minute current
lunch extension. If students do not reach
the API goal this year they can wave good-
bye to the 40-minute lunch. 

For the most part, the requirements
for the green and gold level qualifications
will be the same. There will be assemblies
with more information. Also to be expect-
ed are motivational assemblies and speak-
ers to help get students excited about
doing well on the tests.

Students can give suggestions to the
leadership team if they have ideas and
would like them to be considered by the
administration.

800 API ... Here We Come!

The Webster Wolverines represented
Golden Valley in the first ever Special
Olympics Basketball Regional tournament
and brought home a silver medal.

Wearing maroon and gold, the
Wolverines were the only elementary school
participating at the tournament. Upon entering
the Hoover High Gym in Fresno, the oppo-
nents appeared to be from the “land of the
giants.” Many of the opponents were standing

as tall as 6-foot 5-inches, which at times made
it difficult to defend such towers. Due to
Webster athletes’ quickness and agility, oppo-
nents found it very difficult to defend them in
spite of their size differences. Webster players
were intense and determined to place in the top
three medal contentions and in the end, out of
10 teams in Webster’s division, the team ended
up placing second. A fabulous victory for
Webster’s first year of basketball!

March Madness Leads to Silver

Sierra View Honors PatriotismSierra View Honors Patriotism

Sierra View’s first graders are showing off their patriotism during the 1st Grade Patriotic
Day Celebration. The event was done in honor of Marine Roger Olivas, son to Maria Olivas,
a Sierra View support staff member.
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Open agenda for parents and community
members to ask questions and share ideas.

For more information contact
Aimee Beintker at 645-7500.

SSttaarrbbuucckkss  wwiitthh  tthhee  SSuuppeerriinntteennddeenntt

Next  Coffee  May  3

First  Week  of  the  Month
GVUSD  District  Office  Room  2

7:45  a.m.  to  8:45  a.m.

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
GOLDEN VALLEY

Senior Report

Spring Festival Exceeds Expectations
By Eleanore Burchell

The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center,
located at 37330 Berkshire, is celebrating
the results of our 15th Annual Spring Home
and Garden Festival held on Saturday, April
7. The weather was perfect – not too hot or
too cold – just perfect! Thanks to Pat
Brunett and her helpers, the day started at
6:30 a.m. with a breakfast of biscuits and
sausage gravy. Many came to enjoy this.
Then came snack time with hot cinnamon
rolls and coffee. Hamburgers, hot dogs and
BBQ salmon patty sandwiches were served
for lunch along with chips and cold drinks. 

With all the excellent food being
offered, we really had a happy crowd of
buyers who bought trees, shrubs, flowering
plants and Treasure House items. Again, the
Master Gardeners came to answer ques-
tions about plants and diagnose pests and
diseases. Thank you Master Gardeners for
your time and expertise. The homemade
bake sale was the largest in the history of
our annual festivals.

We want to thank the San Joaquin
Gunslingers for stopping in and having sev-
eral shootouts during our sale. Disk Jockey
Oscar Anaya volunteered to come and play
our vintage music which was really enjoy-
able and appreciated by our seniors. Thank
you again, Oscar. The volunteer fire depart-
ment with their rescue truck was a favorite
for the little kids. Fingerprinting of the chil-
dren was held in the main building. We lit-
erally had something for everyone. If you
missed this year, plan ahead for the first
Saturday in April 2008. We will be there
and hope to see you.

Our garden staff was extremely busy
as the plants and trees went out by the
wagon loads. Flats of pretty flowering
plants were also available. What is one per-
son’s discard is another person’s treasure
and our Treasure House had everything
from a good used refrigerator, sofa and end
table, to the smallest little baby socks. Our
next monthly sale will be held on Saturday,
May 5 from 8 a.m. to noon.

We don’t want you to forget us during
the week so remember the plants, produce
and boutique sections are available Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.;
Tuesday, 6 to 9 p.m.; and Thursday
evenings between 6 and 9 p.m.

Our next travel adventure will be Oct.
9 through Oct. 22. We will fly to the East
Coast then board a bus. We plan to see the
fall colors of the Eastern U.S. and Canada
plus many other sights in the area. For more
information or if interested in joining the
group, call Joann at 645-4864 as an imme-
diate deposit is needed to hold a spot for
you.

A Panama Canal cruise is in the plan-
ning for next April. Hopefully more infor-
mation will be available in next month’s
article.

The May Birthday and Anniversary

celebration is scheduled for May 19 at 11
a.m. at IHOP in Madera. The April
Birthday and Anniversary celebration was
held on April 14 at Sizzler in Fresno .
Thirty-one of our members attended and
left very happy and full.

Remember Tuesday BINGO nights
from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

If you need someone to laugh with,
come join our Thursday evening potlucks
with games played afterward. There is a lot
of fun here. Remember, laughter is good for
your body and soul and being happy does
not mean everything is perfect; it means
you have decided to see beyond the imper-
fections!

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch pro-

gram Monday through Friday 11:30 a.m.
Suggested price for 60 years and older is
$1.75. Reservations are needed a day in
advance so remember to call Joann at 645-
4864. There is still room in the well-attend-
ed exercise class on Monday, Wednesday
and Fridays, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m. The Line
Dancing class has been changed to Fridays
at 1 p.m. This combines fun and exercise.
You need not be a member to attend these
classes. The attendance has been growing
but there is always room for one more: you!
Come to think of it, there is room for two:
you and your friend. 

Up and Coming Events
Monthly Sale, Saturday, May 5, 8 a.m.

to noon
Birthday and Anniversary celebration,

Saturday, May 19, 11 a.m. IHOP in Madera
Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch

Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed,
call Joann 645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30
a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?
Tuesday, BINGO, 5:30 to 9 p.m. (Hot

dogs, hamburgers, desserts and more avail-
able)

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 –
11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. Card
BINGO

Wednesday, 3:30 – 5:30 p.m.
Watercolor Painting Class

Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then
Hand & Foot, Pinochle or other games
(Please bring your own plate and silver-
ware)

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30
a.m.

Friday, 1 p.m. Line Dancing Class
Please feel free to come visit our

Senior Center and get acquainted with our
members. We welcome you to come and be
one of us as our organization offers and
promotes social, educational and civic
activities in order to provide a better quali-
ty of life for all senior citizens. You have
received an invitation. Hope to see you
soon?

The San Joaquin Gunslingers stopped by the 15th Annual Spring Home and Garden
Festival held on Saturday, April 7 at the Senior Center, and had several shootouts throughout the
day. No actual gunslingers were harmed in the course of their demonstrations.

The PEP Grant is a five-year fund-
ed grant through the U.S. Department
of Education that was received by
Break the Barriers. Golden Valley was
chosen to participate as a pilot district
in the grant. The grant is designed to
help students become more physically
active through exercise, to teach the
importance of good nutritional habits
and to show how special needs stu-
dents can actively participate with
their classmates. Interested teachers

received extensive training from Dr.
Gail Gorke of the “Kids Can” program
beginning in November, 2006. In
January, 2007, 20 high school students
joined the teachers in learning how to
implement the after-school program.

The after-school program began in
February with 87 students registered to
participate at Webster and 50 students
at Sierra View. The program is also
implemented at Valley Teen
Community Day School. High school
students are paid through the grant to
work at the two elementary schools.

Both the teachers and high school stu-
dents get rave reviews from the train-
ers and personnel at Break the
Barriers.

The teachers participating are
Katharine Cuttone from Lincoln; Jill
Derkalousdian and Jon Perez from
Sierra View; Ellen Williams, Melissa
Garcia, Amy Bezzerides and Shawn
Hardcastle from Webster; and Jesus
Castillo and Ara Derkalousdian from
Valley Teen.

GVUSD Students Increase PEP
With Break the Barriers Grant

Students doing a hula hoop activity in
the after-school program at Sierra View.

High school students and teachers prac-
tice a balloon activity that required a lot
of body movement.

Teachers and students working
together in developing keys of leadership.

Hawks Baseball Wins 1st Tourney

The Liberty Hawks won their first-ever baseball tournament title with an 11-1 victory
over Chowchilla to win the 51st Annual Selma Kiwanis Baseball Tournament. Hawks
pitcher Chris Gonzales was named Tournament Most Valuable Player and the victory
marked the first time a Division V team has won the tournament. Hawks pitching allowed
only four runs in the entire tournament.
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Safe & Sound

RReeaalliissttiicc  &&  EEffffeeccttiivvee
SSeellff-DDeeffeennssee  TTrraaiinniinngg

SSmmaallll  CCllaasssseess
KKiiddss  &&  AAdduullttss

WWoorrlldd  RReeccooggnniizzeedd
BBllaacckk  BBeelltt    CCeerrttiiffiiccaattiioonn

GGoollddeenn  VVaalllleeyy  MMaarrttiiaall  AArrttss

Coontacct  Master  Joohhnsoon 559-917-5262www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com

IInnddiivviidduuaall  
IInnssttrruuccttiioonn

LLiimmiitteedd  SScchhooooll
PPooppuullaattiioonn

4/07

Free Estimates • Lic.# 814909
645-0421 or 479-1321

Don’t Get Caught In The Rain!

4/07

CONTINUOUS
GUTTERS

Dog Gone Cute Store
PET BOUTIQUE

we deliver!

We carry feed for bettas, fresh water fish, hermit crabs, water
turtles, tortoises, iguanas, small birds, parrots, mice, hamsters,

rats, chinchillas, guinea pigs, ferrets, rabbits, cats, dogs,
chickens, pot-bellied pigs, goats, sheep and horses.

37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos
Open Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.645-PETS 4/

07

““AAdduullttss    OOnnllyy””  CCllaasssseess
bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ssoooonn!!
CCaallll  ffoorr  DDeettaaiillss

Get  Ready  For  Spring!
Tune-UUp

Your  Yard
Gear!

661-0355
1097 S. Granada    Suite #B      Madera

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

Regular Tune-Up With This Coupon

$1000 OFF
Spring is Here!

Lawnmowers • Edgers • String Trimmers

Expires 5/31/07

4/07

We are a

proud sponsor of

Flantlander’s Day!

Phone

662-8825

COMPLETE 
CREMATION

SERVICES
Includes: transportation within 50 miles,

durable urn and alternative container, 
one death certificate, permits and state tax.

Everything one needs for a direct,
simple cremation.

801 E. Yosemite Ave.

# FD-1697
Madera, CA 93638
Fax: (559) 662-8551

You can pre-plan yours today

$ 14
99

.89

4/07

Creating meaningful funerals 
that celebrate life

By Dave Johnson

I felt it is time to refresh you all with
some basic tips for staying safe. When
away from your home:

1. Be aware of your surroundings
when you are out and about. Avoid doing
things that distract you such as talking on
your cell phone as you are approaching
your car in a parking lot and listening to
music with headphones when you run or
take a walk.

2. Carry your keys in your hand when
you walk from the building to your car.
Don’t wait until you get to your car and
then search through your purse for them.

3. Always keep your car doors locked
while you are driving. Lock them immedi-
ately when you get in the car.

4. Before you
unlock your car and
get out of it in a
parking area, look
around you. If you
see someone or any-
thing that looks sus-
picious, find another
parking space.

5. In lines of
traffic, stay far
enough behind the
car in front of you so
that you can fully see its rear tires at all
times. This will give you plenty of space
to veer into another lane if you have to.

6. Don’t be nice. If a stranger
approaches you and asks for help with his
or her bags or wants directions, just say
“no” and keep on walking. Don’t worry
about looking foolish or rude. This is a
common ruse and exactly what has hap-
pened too many times to people who end
up looking at the wrong end of a gun.

7. If you are approached for your
purse or wallet, throw it in the direction of
the attacker and run in the opposite direc-
tion while you scream loudly. This may
save your life. They will instinctively go
for the purse.

8. If you are carrying a lot of bags and
are approached or
physically grabbed.
Drop the bags, start
screaming and run.

9. Don’t wear
very loose clothing.
It is easier to grab
and pull off.

10. If someone
is approaching you
and you feel uncom-
fortable, look the
person directly in the
eye and say some-
thing like “Isn’t this a nice day?” and keep
on walking.

11. Be strong and confident in your
voice and stride. Remember, they are
looking for easy prey. Show your strength
and confidence. Attackers don’t want to be
identified later. Look them straight in the
eye. Don’t smile. Let them know you will
remember their face.

12. Carry pepper spray when you
walk. Have it in your hand. It does you no
good in your purse!

13. If you have a gun, know how to
use it. Take handgun self-defense classes.
Do not carry it concealed without the
proper license. Know the law. A gun in
your purse or nightstand is no good if you
don’t know how to use it.

14. If you are on an elevator alone and
another person gets on, get off. No need to
explain your actions to anyone. Attackers
don’t want a fight.

15. You have to react quickly and
decisively in the face of an attack. Scream
at the top of your lungs. Yell “No! Get
Away!” Shout obscenities. Run as fast as

you can. Make a real scene. This accom-
plishes two things: It is an element of sur-
prise for the attacker who wants a willing,
passive victim, and yelling actually forces
you to breathe. If you don’t yell, you will
hold your breath and get weak at a time
when you need to be strong.

To protect yourself in your home:
1. Have a home invasion plan. You

probably have a plan for escaping your
home if there is a fire, but does your fam-
ily have a plan if someone breaks in?

2. If someone breaks in, dial 911
immediately.

3. Keep your cell phone on your
nightstand at night. If the phone lines have
been compromised, you have a second line
of communication within immediate
reach.

4. Invest in the
best locks, doors
and alarm system
for your home. This
is not the place to
scrimp and save
money.

5. Never enter
your home if the
door is open and
you know you
closed it when you
left. Leave and call

the police immediately.
6. Do not indicate the number of peo-

ple in your family or that you are not at
home on your answering machine or voice
mail. Record a simple message in a male
voice saying, “Thank you for calling.
Please leave a message.” Someone does
not need to know that there are children in
the home, that you live alone, or that you
are on vacation.

7. Enroll in your local “self-defense
school.” Golden Valley Martial Arts will
soon be launching an “adults only” (over
30) training program on Saturday morn-
ings. SPACE IS LIMITED! Check the
website calendar for details or call Master
Johnson at 917-5262.

Your feedback is vital and appreciat-
ed. Remember,
since we are all in
this together, let’s
make it a communi-
ty project, have
some fun and
increase our level of
safety. 

PA R E N TA L
GUIDENCE: Spend
some time with you
your children
reviewing the fol-
lowing sites:

www.amw.com/kids, tcs.cybertipline.com
and www.missingkids.com/adcouncil.

SELF-DEFENSE TIPS: If someone
makes you feel uncomfortable, turn and look
him or her in the eyes with confidence and
say so. Protect your space. Always stand at a
slanted angle with one foot back spaced at
about shoulder width. Hands should be
relaxed and held between waist and chest
level. KNOW YOUR ENVIRONMENT.

Master Johnson is a world recognized
security and self-defense expert specializ-
ing in executive protection, hand-to-hand,
multiple opponents, and weapon disarms.
He is listed in the “Who is Who” in
Martial Arts and was named “Master
Instructor of the Year” 1996 by the World
Martial Arts Hall of Fame. He is the
owner of Golden Valley Martial Arts,
Tactical Training International, Dave
Johnson Real Estate and operates the
World’s only online self-defense and Black
Belt training course at www.masterjohn-
son.com. He can be contacted at
info@masterjohnson.com.

The “Rules” for Staying Safe

OUR

CREMATIO
N

PRIC
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Be strong and confident in
your voice and stride. Remember,
they are looking for easy prey.
Show your strength and confi-
dence. Attackers don’t want to be
identified later. Look them
straight in the eye. Don’t smile.
Let them know you will remember
their face.

Don’t be nice. If a stranger
approaches you and asks for help
with his or her bags or wants
directions, just say “no” and keep
on walking. Don’t worry about
looking foolish or rude. This is a
common ruse and exactly what
has happened too many times to
people who end up looking at the
wrong end of a gun.
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Local Ranchos
Resident

• Yard cleanups 
& hauling

• Lawn & garden
service

• Maintenance
• Weekly & 

monthly service
• Weed control 4/07

LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEE  &&  GGAARRDDEENNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
LLiicc..  ##BB00000088111133

TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock 
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone

Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand

4/07

Prestige  Grooming
Professional quality grooming • By appointment only

PAMPER YOUR PET
447-9424
7277 Blackstone, Suite 103 • Fresno

4/07

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of 

the Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). 
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com
4/07

Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution 
For needy families.  Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups   Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722

4/07

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

4/07

them on their property at one time or anoth-
er. The problem arose when one elderly
woman decided that this activity, nearly a
quarter mile from her home, was intolerable
for an hour on a Saturday afternoon. She
called the Sheriff who pursued these
diminutive criminals and their father with
gusto, threatening them with citations
should this heinous activity continue.
Naturally, the children are heart broken and
all the other neighbors have been informed
that they, too, are facing legal action if they
continue to ride their ATVs on their own
property, causing this woman to become the
enemy of nearly the entire neighborhood. 

Being one of the few who does not
own an ATV, although my wife and I
have Harley Davidson street bikes, I am
not directly affected by this woman’s
selfishness, but I would just like to say
that in my humble opinion, anyone who
can’t put up with an hour’s annoyance on
a Saturday afternoon so a family can
have a little fun together is a poor excuse
for a neighbor, and an even poorer
excuse for a human being. I’m 58 years
old and I still remember what it was like
to have fun as a child. I find it sad that
some have become so jaded and self-
absorbed that the things that delighted
them in their own childhood, to the pos-
sible annoyance of others, are forgotten. 

C.L. Cake.
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

I suspect that you monitor the
sheriff's reports regarding criminal

acts in the community.  I want to
inform you that Golden Valley
Baptist Church was vandalized last
week, sometime after 5 p.m. on
Friday April 6 and 10 a.m. Saturday
morning.

Someone threw a plastic pipe fit-
ting through the front door and shat-
tered the door glass.  Officer J.
Thomas took a report from me on the
issue, so it is a matter of record.
Damage estimate is $200.

As the Church Administrator, our
official position on this is that the
church has been part of the Ranchos
for 28 years and is here to be a bene-
fit and blessing to the community. We
have made the church grounds avail-
able to whoever has wanted to use
them. It is not uncommon to find kids
hanging out there or skateboarders,
skaters and bicycles in the parking
lot, which has also been used as over-
flow parking by the neighbors, even
driving lessons. Ironically, we have
also offered the church for use by the
Victim Offender Reconciliation
Program, providing a meeting place
for victims and offenders to meet in a
non-judicial venue. We offer the
church for the benefit of the commu-
nity because the grounds and build-
ings belong to the Lord Jesus Christ,
who compels us to demonstrate the
love and compassion of God.  Hate is
easy, Love is hard;  We choose to do
what's hard.

Thank you.

Stewart Hough
Church Administrator, Deacon
Golden Valley Baptist Church
Madera Ranchos

The cheerleaders for Ranchos Youth
Football (RYF) not only cheer throughout
the football season but many of them
choose to go on to compete long after the
football season ends. It is then that these
young ladies of the
RYF Cheer squad
become very deter-
mined to succeed.
That is when they
enter their competi-
tion season and their
hard work begins.

This tiny team
of eight squad
members – some of
whom had never
cheered before –
comprised the Pee
Wee Lady Hawks.
These young ladies
practiced three or
four nights a week
and occasionally
even worked on
their routines over
the weekends. The
team learned a 2 ½
minute routine for
both the cheer and
dance competitions,
and had to include
several different
styles of cheer
moves and dance
moves from jazz,
cheer, funk and hip
hop. 

They competed
in three events this year and their dedica-
tion, determination and practice really paid
off. On Dec. 3 they competed at the Jamz
Regionals at Magic Mountain and placed
1st in cheer and 2nd in pom/dance, quali-
fying them to compete in the Nationals

Competition in Las Vegas. From there they
went to the U.S.A. Regionals in Tracy,
Calif. and placed 1st for their pom/dance.

They began to work on perfecting
their routine to compete at the Jamz

N a t i o n a l
Competition in Las
Vegas that was held
on Feb. 11. This
event was held over
four days and there
were over 500
teams and several
divisions to con-
quer. This group of
amazing young
ladies rose to the
occasion with true
Ranchos spirit
when they danced
onto the stage and
captured the 6th
place trophy in their
pom/dance divi-
sion.

The Pee Wee
Hawks team had
members from both
Sierra View and
W e b s t e r
Elementary. The
team consisted of
Alexis Schweikert,
Emily McClure,
Hayley Schulz,
M a c K e n z i e
Santoro, Morgan
Lusk, Tiffany
Herron, Katie

Ragsdale and Justina Castillo.
They were coached by Stephani

Yonan and Jordann Hartley who were both
former RYF cheerleaders. Their advisors
were Jodi Ragsdale, LeAnn Bauer and
Danette Yonan.

Ranchos Pee Wee Cheer Squad
Places at Las Vegas Nationals 

This event was held over four
days and there were over 500
teams and several divisions to con-
quer. This group of amazing
young ladies rose to the occasion
with true Ranchos spirit when
they danced onto the stage and
captured the 6th place trophy.

LETTERS cont. from P. 5
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COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance

We Service
Most Major

Brands
Sé Habla Español

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

266-6044

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711

$5 OFF
COUPON

Installation 
Now

Available

4/07

WILL DEAL ON
LIMITED, CUSTOM
SIZES

645-19414/
07

A Delightful Touch
Beauty Salon

Hair: Cuts • Styles • Perms • Colors • Nails & Pedicures

Sheila Sciacqua • Robin Parks • Kaycie Ramirez • Marilyn Haynes

37164 Ave. 12 #103 • Madera Ranchos • 559-645-8323

We also sell products,
makeup & more

Treat  Mom  to  Something  Special  at  A  Delightful  Touch  Beauty  Salon!

May  Special  -  Manicures  &  Pedicures  $45  -  Expires  May  31,  2007

Gift Certificates & Gifts Now Available
For Mother’s Day • May 13

4/
07

Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716
Sunday
Kid’s Church.............8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship........8:30, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Adult Sunday School...........10:30 a.m.

Tuesday
Adrenaline Youth..............7 - 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday......................7 - 8:30 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.
Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

SAVE ENERGY!

559-673-3583
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!

4/
07

and away from the hazards of the roads on
graduation night. The Committee needs
prizes or money from the community to
help make this a night to remember for the
graduates. You can make your check
payable to:

Liberty High, Class of 2007
Sober Graduation Event 
12220 Road 36
Madera, Ca 93636
Or if you have gifts to contribute call

Kathleen Gorman at 559-645-0262.
All contributions are tax deductible.

The Sober Grad Committee will be grate-
ful for your help. Oh by the way, did I
mention that the theme this year is “dou-
ble-0-seven”?

Coming up in May is the Day of the
Teacher. Actually it is celebrated for the
week of May 6-12. Do you remember a
special teacher who made a difference in

your life? If you do, can you send them a
card to say thank you?

Mother’s Day is coming up on May
13. If you are fortunate enough to have a
living mother, count you blessings.

This school year is quickly coming to
a close. Sierra View Elementary will have
their annual Carnival on May 5 from 4
p.m. to 8 p.m. Sierra View Elementary will
have their Open House on May 17 from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m.

Ranchos Middle School had their
Open House on April 18th and it included
a Book Fair.

If you are wondering about other
school dates, check out the district website
at www.gvusd.k12.ca.us and click on
news and events for the district-wide cal-
endar.

The next school board meeting will be
held at Liberty High School on May 8 at 6
p.m. in the library. Lots of things are going
on. Come and hear all about them.

STOCK cont. from P. 7

we want to see the continued inefficient
use of land? Do we want the construc-
tion of mindless small subdivisions that
continue to add to problems rather than
help solve them – communities that
place a continued drain on county
resources?

Unfortunately, the deck is stacked
in favor of “business as usual.” More
often than not, smaller subdivisions
avoid the scrutiny that larger projects
are faced with. Many new small hous-
ing projects throughout the Central
Valley are approved without the bur-
den of preparing Environmental
Impact Reports. Smaller projects are
not criticized for creating “significant
impacts.”

Smaller housing projects are not
expected to provide for new jobs. Most
smaller housing projects are not expect-
ed to provide significant parks or open
space (most of the time they simply pay
a “fee” for the construction of parks
somewhere else). Smaller projects are
often approved with the development of
individual water wells or connecting to
existing commu-
nity water sys-
tems (even
though the
groundwater may
be declining, or
the community
water systems
may be inade-
quate). Recent
state law requires
projects larger than 500 units to demon-
strate a long term reliable water supply
as a condition of approval; smaller proj-
ects avoid this burden. Many small
projects within Madera County are still
developed using septic systems to dis-
pose of wastewater (even though this
practice contributes to the degradation
of groundwater). Most small projects
are not criticized for “converting agri-
cultural lands,” even though they are
developed on former farmland. Smaller
projects do not typically provide for dif-
ferent housing types and sizes. They are
“one size fits all.”

Up until Madera County recently
passed its “Capital Facilities Impact
Fee,” most small housing projects have
avoided contributing anything to the
future provision of new fire stations,
police stations or libraries. Little or no
money is contributed by small housing
projects to the improvement or mainte-
nance of roadways. Smaller housing
projects get away with paying “statuto-
ry” school fees, even though these fees
are mostly insufficient to provide for
new schools.

The fact is, smaller housing proj-

ects do not attract the attention of the
individuals and organizations that rou-
tinely hound larger, better planned com-
munities.

When I look at the misery that the
Rio Mesa, Gunner Ranch and Gateway
Village projects have gone through, it
sickens me. Gunner Ranch and Rio
Mesa were originally approved in
1995. Since that time, not one single
new housing unit has been built in
either of those projects! Gateway
Village is still seeking approvals after
more than 10 years of county process-
ing.

During this time (10 to 12 years),
Madera County’s population has grown
by more than 30,000! That is, conserva-
tively, 6,000 new housing units worth
of “business as usual”! No new jobs, no
new water, no new parks, and no contri-
bution to roads or road maintenance. No
new fire stations, no new schools and
no new sheriff’s deputies. No real
choice in new housing types.

I know that these new projects are
not “perfect.” I also know that each of
these projects has gone through the
highest level of public scrutiny: each

has had to prepare
an Environmental
Impact Report,
and, subsequent-
ly, will be obliged
to answer several
tough questions.
Each is a self con-
tained and self-
sustaining master
planned commu-

nity. Unlike “business as usual” small
housing projects, each of these projects
will have to provide for resources and
services at no expense to the county.
Each is required to provide a mix of res-
idential housing opportunities. Each is
required to provide a balance of jobs
and new dwelling units. Each is
required to provide for parks and open
space. Each will provide reliable water
supplies. Each will provide state of the
art wastewater treatment facilities. Each
will be required to provide for fire pro-
tection and police services. Each will be
required to pay higher than state
required school impact fees for the pro-
vision of new community schools. Each
will contribute enormous amounts to
new roadways and road maintenance.

This is the conundrum. While we
have been spending time criticizing
these responsibly planned new commu-
nities, more than 30,000 new citizens
of Madera county have moved into
“business as usual” small housing proj-
ects.

I hope we wake up before another
30,000 more people call Madera
County their home.

SAM cont. from P. 5

No new jobs, no new water,
no new parks, and no contri-
bution to roads or road main-
tenance. No new fire stations,
no new schools and no new
sheriff ’s deputies. No real
choice in new housing types.
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Business Directory
VELVET TOUCH 

CAR WASH
&

DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Professional 
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation 

(559) 645-4351
SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

RRaanncchhooss  AAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr
&&  CChhuucckk’’ss  TTrraannssmmiissssiioonn

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

645-44475

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome, 
4x4, Automatic/Standard 

Commercial/Residential 
with my material or yours 

specializing in ceramic tile flooring

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

license #591468   

(559) 994-5908

Expert installation – 
over 20 yrs experience

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    263-7864

Valley  Green
Hydroseeding

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

209-742-2251
Gary Suggs

Balance is the key to performance

AFA Certified
Farrier

All phases of farrier science with attention to detail

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
338811-55887799

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Make an
appointment
with relief!

call 559-222-FEET    

Christy Prater, CNRT

Neuropathy & More ...
Foot Therapy

(222-3338)

CCAALLLL  BBOOBB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

36711A Ave. 12 • Madera

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life
DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

3912 N. Hayston

Fresno, CA 93726

(559) 227-5959

fax (559) 227-5960

Fresno Madera

www.elainesanimalinn.com

40373 Brickyard Dr.

Madera, CA 93636

(559) 432-5959

fax (559) 432-5616

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

ANK
Quality Exteriors, Inc.

General Contractor Lic. #669920
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392
Vinyl Siding • Gutters • Patio Covers/Lattice
Attic & Wall Insulation • Dual Pane Windows

Garage Doors • Textured Coatings

CONSUMER  FINANCING
PROGRAMS

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • WINDOW

TEXTURED COATING
SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

WALK-INS AVAILABLE
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

Gus & Co.
Salon37221 Ave. 12

645-0197
permanent makeup

manicurist
hair salon color, cuts

& highlights

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

645-1600
Brad & Cathy Burford

37167 Ave. 12 #D5
Madera Ranchos

645-1009

hair styles
skin care

professional makeup
permanent makeup

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

IMAGE
CONCEPTS

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

SANDERSON
PHOTOGRAPHY

Lynn

Senior Pictures
Family Portraits

Weddings
Pet & Livestock

Portraits
Sports Photography

559-479-0943
LynnSandersonPhoto.photoreflect.com

• Refinance
• Fixed, ARMs

and interest only
• “No Income” 

Verification Program
• No money down

“First Time
Homebuyer” 

• Credit problems
and bankruptcy, OK

INFO@RANCHOSMORTGAGE.COM
645-5219

(559) 645-0634  

for sales tomorrow, call

TINA
SHANNON
Today!

The Ranchos Independent

Claudia
Fletcher

(559)
297-5348

www.clovisart.com/claudiafletcher.htm

Beautiful
& Lifelike

Original, Custom
Murals & Portraits

664455-11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455-11557788

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-77770
HARDPAN DRILLING

445-7128
contractors license #891190

committed to excellent
workmanship & customer

service

over 30 years experience

commercial, remodels
& custom homes
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John Herrera, Realtor

559-217-8947

I have lived in the Ranchos for 27 years. Currently, I am a
member of Ranchos Kiwanis and am a retired law enforce-
ment officer. I am a member of the Fresno and Madera
Multiple Listing Services. Call me and I will explain our mar-
keting programs which start at 2%. If you or anyone you know
is buying a home locally or elsewhere, I am a relocation spe-
cialist. The most important things in your house are the peo-
ple. I don’t sell houses, I work with people. You can search for
homes at www.anyquestions.info. Give me a call today.

Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

4/07

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

4/07

4/
07

Buying?
Selling?

Relocation?

“A local resident in the Bonadelle Ranchos for the last six years, I am
also a member of the Fresno Multiple Listing Service.”

Judy Hart, Realtor

Judy  Hart,  Realtor • 559-479-1429 • onesterileort@hotmail.com 

No one works harder
than Judy Hart to make your

home ownership dreams come true.

4/07

SIERRA REALTORS

“No Excuses Just Results”

41428 Ave. 10 1/2 Ste.B
Madera, CA 93638

Oscar Anaya
Senior Loan Officer

645-75404/
07

398+ acres. Ave. 15 west of Rd. 35.
$19,500/acre. Long range develop-
ment. Williamson Act now. Full par-
cel Only. Owner/Agent Related.

COMMERCIAL Great  Location  -
1+ acre corner lot on Avenue 12.Lots
of potential uses. $500,000.

GREAT INVESTMENT - Great buy,
37+ acres in Ag Preserve. RD. 35 @
AVE. 11. Owner/agent. $450,000.

Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770

4/07

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell • www.kellnerproperties.com

Land

GREAT PROPERTY/GREAT PRICE - 3
BD/2BA @ 36954 Sparta. RV parking,
newer comp roof, freshly painted
in/out, security alarm, sprinklers
front/back. Many extras. $309,000.

Homes

3 BD/1BA @ 29462 AVE 13 1/2.
Cute 3 bedroom 1 bath home on
a quiet street. Lots of trees in
front. Great for first time buy-
ers. $240,000.

BEAUTIFUL Decorator Touches 4
BD/2BA @ 35203 AVE 13 1/4. 2
acres zoned for horses, RV park-
ing. Original owner. $500,000.

INDUSTRIAL - 15+ acres, 3 hous-
es, large office complex. RD 25
near Ave. 12. $150,000/acre.

PISTACHIOS - 25, 36 and 38 acre
pistachio orchards. Owner/agent.
Call Tom for details at 706-3162.

Buyer should verify zoning, square footage and schools.

4/07

17308 Road 37
New custom home on 2.25± acres. 5BD/3BA
w/tons of upgrades including granite countertops,
huge jetted tub, vaulted ceilings, his/her closets and
large 4-car garage. View this home today!
REDUCED!                                                   $569,113

36711 Avenue 12
New home w/attached office/inlaw setup
zoned commercial/residential. 4 BD/2.5
BA w/vaulted ceilings, jacuzzi tub and
walk-in closets in master BR. Great loca-
tion in heart of Ranchos.                $499,113

Situated  on 2.52 acres in
the Ranchos.  Unique
country property, dual-
rock fireplace, great
room with high ceilings
and a loft, wood plank
flooring in dining area.
Over 2,000 sq. ft. and
over 1,100 sq. ft.

detached shop.  There is also an inground pool with a rock
waterfall for your enjoyment.  Priced at $469,950.  Please
call for viewing at 661-6200. 

Scrivner
Real Estate
1901 Howard Rd., Ste. F

Madera, CA 93637

Open House
April 28 - 1 to 3 p.m.

12744 RD 34 3/4

Office: (559) 661-6200

4/07

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B

Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate and Notary Public

12314 Haven - The backyard looks like a park!
Great custom home on 1/2 acre with new roof, new
carpet, new dual pak. Inlaw/studio apartment, koi
pond, gazebo, park benches and mature landscap-
ing.                                                                  $355,000 

4/07

To Advertise Call 645-0634



Real Estate

NEED MORE SPACE?NEED MORE SPACE?
barns big and small,

covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #526211CCL #5262114/07

April 2007 Page 21

Landscaping & Remodeling • Ponds • Concrete Work • Lighting

4/
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LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREA OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A
SEASONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILI-
TY TO ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL
PROPERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE
ABATED ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2007.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the sum-
mer HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT
THE FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATE-
MENT MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARD grow back.

4/07

Call the listing office for all of the amenities of any of these properties

431-7060 or 645-5450
call Paul Sobaje at Continental Realty

Over 2,500 sq. ft. on 2.25 acres zoned for horses. Great location features vaulted ceilings
and brick fireplace, dining nook and great 50’s-style game room. Kitchen has two breakfast
bars, pantry and new flooring.  Yard has covered patio and pool w/waterfall and diving
board. Over 70 trees on property w/fenced horse enclosure, all just 15 minutes from Fresno.

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$475,000
34922 Avenue 13 1/4

2,100 sq. ft. on a half acre just minutes from Children’s Hospital and Riverpark shopping.
Living and family rooms with formal dining and U-shaped kitchen. Lots of counter space.
Master suite has spa tub in bath. Wood laminate flooring and new carpet in bedrooms plus
fresh paint. Oversized garage, fully landscaped yards, covered patio and shop building. 

3 Bed 
2 1/2 Ba.
$519,000

10575 Fig Grove

Cute country home on 1.24 acres. Granite countertops and island, new kitchen
cabinets and appliances. Wood laminate throughout. Fresh paint and much
more. Nice living room, family room and spacious kitchen. Very quiet street in
great location in Golden Valley School District. TAKE A LOOK!

Continental Realty
P•R•E•S•E•N•T•S

4/07

5 Bed 
3 Ba.

$569,000
17194 Mark Road

Beautiful brand new home on 2.25 acres zoned for horses. Vaulted ceilings, fire-
place, double door entry, vinyl windows and more. Open floor plan with great room,
dining room and huge kitchen. Master suite has two huge closets and a spa tub in
bath. Covered rear patio and front porch. Large 3-car garage. MUST SEE!

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$445,000

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$319,000

12336 Waverly

12897 Road 37

Beautiful park-like yard makes this home a showcase. Just updated kitchen features porce-
lain counters and floors, maple cabinets and lots of storage. Living and family rooms as
well as eating area in kitchen and larger dining area. Master suite features French doors to
back yard and tons of decorator charm. Sheds, RV parking and mature landscaping.



Alteration Service

Molly’s Alterations (now open later 7
a.m. - 6 p.m.) - tailoring, repairs, and
leathers. Fast service. Located at 36619
Ave. 12 or call 645-5527.

Day Care

Lupe’s Day Care has openings. Call
Lupe at 645-4697 or 970-4962.

For Sale

For Sale – Production Horse Sale at
Lazy K Ranch, Chowchilla. Sat. June
2 70+ head, 45 head in price range of
$575 to  $975. Call 559-665-2908
www.lazyKranch.com.

For Sale – Horses AQHA Registered horses
for sale. Call 559-645-5290 or 559-304-5073.

For Sale – 2007 Pool Table. Never used
w/accessories, warranty, can deliver. Cost
$4k. Sacrifice $1,195. Call 559-447-5066.

For Sale- 2007 Hot Tub. Never used!
Loaded, 33 jets, ozone, waterfall and
therapy seats, Brand new! Cost $7,600.
Sacrifice $3,475. Call 559-360-9047.

For Sale - 7 pc. Bedroom Set. Solid
cherry wood, sleigh bed, nightstand,
dresser/mirror, chest. All dovetailed,
Thomasville quality construction, New

in boxes. Cost $8k. Sacrifice $1,875.
Call 559-438-0248.

For Sale – 1 Brand New Queen PIL-
LOWTOP mattress/box. Cost $600, sac-
rifice $195. King cost $295. Never used in
plastic - Must Move! Call  559-230-0486.

For Sale – Truck and/or 5th Wheel -
1988 Ford F350 1 ton doolie. Loaded!
1984 34-foot Royals International 5th
wheel with  slide out. Will sell together
or separately. Call 559-273-1515 or
559-381-0989.

Gutter Service

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain gut-
ters. Unusual jobs. Air conditioning
service also available. Yearly clean-
ing. 29 years working in the area. Call
559-822-2759.

Handyman Service

Rancho Handyman - when you need a
helping hand then you need the Rancho
Handyman. Whether the job is big or
small the Handyman can do it all. Call
Ohan for estimates. Now available:
house painting. Call 645-6924.

Housecleaning Service

Jeannie’s House Cleaning -

Ranchos area. Business owner over
10 years. Reasonable rates, good ref-
erences. Will do blinds, fans and
laundry. Fast and thorough. Call 801-
2391 or 645-4117.

Investment & Loans

Money To Loan Service – Oro
Financial. Able to loan today. Credit
not a problem. Cash for trust deeds.
Mobile home on land. Call 438-9999.

Painting Service

Gerald Scheffing Painting. “Best in
the West” for over 35 years. Call 674-
2320. Lic. #313070.

Texture Coat Painting - Call Frank at 645-4113.

Tractor Services

Tractor discing, grading, mowing,
trenching, drilling, home irrigation sys-
tems. Call Tomas at 645-4932.

Tractor work, discing, rototilling,
weed cutting. Bobcat work, drilling
post holes, trees, trenching and clean
ups. Call Neal at 645-1200 or 285-
8211.

Tractor work, house pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching and concrete
work.  Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-
1500.

Tractor work, lot discing, mowing and
scraping. Call Thomas at 645-6068.

Utility Service

Underground utilities installed. Call
645-1500.

Wanted

Looking for outdoor Little Tykes play-
houses, new or used. Call 352-5441.

Window Cleaning Service

Window cleaning special. Most win-
dows $5 inside/out.  Screen and track
included. Prices may vary for large,
irregular or commercial sizes. Hard
water stain removal available. Fully
insured. Call Nick at 285-1723. Free
estimates.

Classified

SPREAD THE NEWS!
Have friends or family 
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in
touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos? 

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings 
editorial • games • real estate • columns S
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1.  MOVIES:  Who won the  Best
Actor Academy Award for his role
in "Forrest Gump"?
2. TELEVISION: On what show did
the Coneheads get their start?
3. FOOD & DRINK: What is a cau-
liflower's true origin?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What type
of creature is a bandicoot?
5. GEOGRAPHY: On which conti-
nent is the country of Gabon locat-
ed?
6. ENTERTAINERS: Which enter-
ta iner ' s  rea l  name was  Muzyad

Yakhoob?
7. GEOLOGY: What is the chief
ore in aluminum?
8. TECHNOLOGY: What does a
baud measure?
9. MEDICINE: Who discovered
that yellow fever was carried by
mosquitoes?
10.  GENERAL KNOWLEDGE:
On which river is Victoria Falls
located?

© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc. 

TRIVIA TEST By Fifi Rodriguez

1. Tom Hanks
2. "Saturday Night Live"
3. It is a type of cultivated

cabbage 4. Marsupial
5. Africa
6. Danny Thomas
7. Bauxite
8. Transmission of digital data
9. Walter Reed
10. Zambezi River

Answers

SSuuppeerr Crossword
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for great TV viewing tonightfor great TV viewing tonight
callcall

today!today!
Central ValleyCentral ValleyWirelessWireless

37167 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos • 645-160037167 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos • 645-1600
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