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Getting the Sun to Pay Some Golden Valley Bills

Bernadette Del Chiaro, fourth from right, from Environment California, honored
Golden Valley Unified School district and its partners, Terra Verde Renewable
Partners and Cupertino Electric, for their use of solar panels.
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From left are Dave Baughman, Manager of Maintenance, Operations, and Transportation; Mike Kelly, Trustee; Brian Freeman, Trustee; Mark Toole, GVUSD President;
Kris Fabing, Cupertino Electric; Bernadette Del Chiaro, Director, Clean Energy and Global Warming Programs Environment California & Environment California
Research & Policy Center; Andy Alvarado, GVUSD Superintendent; Dr. Rick Brown, Terra Verde Renewable Partners; and Kathleen Crumpton, Trustee.
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Hawks in Championship Game

By Randy Bailey

The Liberty Hawks Boys’ Varsity
Football team is just one game away
from the title of Central Valley Division
V Champion. They play their champi-
onship game Friday, Nov. 30 at 7 p.m. at
Hawks Stadium at Liberty High School
in the Ranchos against the Corcoran Pan-
thers.

After completing one of the best sea-
sons in school history, the Liberty Hawks
football team was awarded the second
No. 1 seed in school’s history by com-
pleting a 9-1 season and a 4-1 run
through the North Sequoia League. Their
20-14 victory over the Chowchilla Red-
skins on Nov. 2 allowed them to lay
claim to the school’s first North Sequoia
League football title. The only other time
the Hawks have gone through the season
with one loss was 2006 when Liberty
also received a No. 1 seed in Division V.

The Hawks opened the Division V
football playoffs with a first-round bye

and then hosted Immanuel on Nov. 16
whom they beat 67-14. Next was Lind-
say on Nov. 23 who also went down to
defeat with a final score of 34-17.

The championship game brings with
it a bit of history. The Hawks have al-
ready played Corcoran earlier this year
on Sept. 21 and beat the Panthers 13-10,
but in 2009 the then 8-5 Hawks ended up
in the playoff game with Corcoran and
lost 28-31. In 2010 Liberty defeated Cor-
coran in the first round of playoffs before
losing to Lindsay and last year Corcoran
had a tough year amassing only a 4-5
record while Liberty, with a 6-7 record,
went all the way to the Division V Cham-
pionship against Fowler in a 21-17 heart-
breaking loss. This year Corcoran brings
a 7-5 record versus Liberty’s 11-1 record.

Liberty High has been playing excit-
ing football all this season. You don’t
want to miss this championship game.
Get there early and dress warm and be
prepared for the possibility of some rain
as well. Football weather!

Just a part of the North Sequoia League Champion Liberty Hawks that are playing for the
Central Valley Division V Championship Friday night, these seniors gathered in the end zone
after a Senior Night 28-0 victory over Kerman on Oct. 26.

Picture courtesy of Tyler Takeda

By Christi McKinney

You may have seen all the new colorful
signs throughout the Madera Ranchos that say
“MaderaCounty311AtYourService.”The311
Service Center is a new service that allows you
toeither call 311 fromyourmobilephoneoryou
can access the system at www.madco311.com.

This will connect you to the
Madera County 311 Service
Center who accepts the fol-
lowing types of service re-
quests:

Animal Complaints
Animal Licenses
Constituent Issues/Citi-
zen Complaints
PublicRecordsRequest
RoadHazard/Repairs

When you use this service you will re-
ceive a request number, allowing you to track
the status of your request. This also creates a
record of your call or report so that managers
of the 311ServiceCenter can track response to
all reports coming in. This is very helpful be-
cause if you’ve had experience in contacting

the county to tell them about a huge pothole
or a dead animal in themiddle of the road your
callmay ormay not be addressed as quickly as
possible. In the past we’ve made the call then
assumed it was being handled only to find at
times that you might have to call again and
hope to speak to a different person.

The Madera County 311 Service’s goals
with this new system are to deliver greater cus-
tomer service by:

Improving responsiveness and efficiency
Empowering citizens and increase pro-
ductivity
Personalizing and enhancing delivery
This sounds like a great step forward

for the County of Madera but only if we use
the system and then let each other know
how it’s working.

Madera County “311” Service Puts You in Charge

By Christi McKinney

There’s no way to escape it: social
media is big, so big that it has the power
of making or breaking not only an or-
ganization but an individual as well. In
this day and age, every move we make
can be documented by anyone carrying
a cell phone and can be Tweeted or
posted to Facebook for everyone’s view-
ing pleasure. Despite objections from
privacy advocates, it’s also not uncom-
mon for potential employers to view a
prospective employee’s Facebook page
before offering him or her a job.

Be it good or be it bad, we need to
realize the importance of creating our
own personal brand – the first glimpse
people see when they’re forming an
opinion of us or our business. Here is a
short list of Facebook sites dedicated to
the Madera Ranchos and examples of
the type of things posted on each Face-
book page:

Keeping the Ranchos Safe – Theft,
vandalism, break-ins or suspicious ac-
tivity.

What’s up in the Ranchos – Special
events, fund raisers, performances.

Madera Ranchos – Restaurant and
Coffee Shop specials, scores for the
home team, etc.

Madera Ranchos Bulletin Board –
Yard Sales, missing pets, anything you’d
normally pin on a bulletin board.

Madera Ranchos Photos – Photos
taken in the Madera Ranchos.

The Ranchos Independent – News,
feature stories.

Social Media’s Power
The power of social media is at

work here in the Ranchos in both big and
small ways. Gone are the days of neigh-
bors talking over the fence. These sites
have been the reasonmany lost dogs and
cats have been found, some more than
once. Some dogs are known to be escape
artists in the community and have got-
ten out and been found several times.

“Oh there’s Scooter’s picture again.
Let’s call to see how far he got this
time.”

There is even the tale of the run-
away turtle that has been lost and found
twice.

Yard Sales and Estate Sales are an-
nounced on Facebook sites and when
specific items are listed offers to buy
often come in before the sale even takes
place.When schools or teams are selling
tickets or are raising funds a well-placed

Social Media in the Ranchos
announcement on Facebook can make a huge
difference.When Girl Scout cookies are being
sold, orders can be place via Facebook and
they may even deliver your order to you.

Restaurants and coffee shops can post
their menus or their daily specials complete
with pictures or they might even offer specials
to people who say they saw it on Facebook.
Bars and wineries can announce who the en-
tertainment is going to be on any given day.

If you see a suspicious car casing the
neighborhood you can put your entire com-
munity on alert. If a souped-up,1980s grey
Mustang is racing down your street doing at
least 90 m.p.h. every day, at the same time
every day, you can put him on notice here or
maybemake his parents aware of the problem.
Or you can try to call the Sheriff’s office. They
may come out if you’re reporting that your
garage has been broken into or your gas has
been siphoned out of your car in your drive-
way. A deputy may come out to take a report
but more commonly these days they may just
take a report over the phone.

Arguably the strangest “suspicious activ-
ity” post seen on Facebook was of a woman
in a bikini who showed up at people’s front
doors to see if they had a pool and if she could
go for a quick swim. Nobody knows who this
womanwas but it happened several times over
the summer.

Facebook can also work in other wonder-
ful ways. When friends found out that a
Madera Ranchos girl, Lexi Delgado, was in
urgent need of a matching bone marrow donor
and that she’d need to be treated at Stanford
for an extended period, “Operation Love for
Lexi” was quickly launched. Word went out

Please see FACEBOOK on P. 15
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all prices exp. 12/21/12
except where noted and

are subject to change

OPEN LATEMON-SUN
FOR WORKINGPEOPLELIKE YOU!

(All hay prices subject to change)

Alfalfa (no quantity limit - we also sell heavy bales) .............. $12.99 per bale
Sudan Grass (and up) ............................................... $10.45 per bale
Oat Hay (various qualities) ........................................... $10.75 per bale
Wheat Hay (heavy) ................................................... $12.99 per bale
Timothy Hay (Oregon top quality) ................................. $16.99 per bale
Orchard Grass (Oregon top quality) .............................. $18.99 per bale
Wheat Straw ............................................................ $5.45 per bale

11/12

PELLETS
All

3V Feed & Garden Supply is your premier supplier of
Alfa-Alfa, Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay,
Wheat Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

FLY MASKS

$349 per ton

Premium Quality

when you buy a ton or more

ALFALFA
CUBES

ask for our SPECIAL
WED & THUR DISCOUNT

Madera Ranchos:

WE DELIVER!

30% OFF

It’s COLD Outside!

Horse Blankets
20% OFF

CHICKEN LAYING

$12.99/50 lb. bag

ALL FENCING ON SALE
It’s FENCING time!

5”X8’ DOWELED TREATED ROUND POSTS

$10.99 EACH

all Dog Wormers
and Liberty 50

Flea & Tick Spot-On

15% OFF

Premium Quality

$275 per ton
WOOD STOVE PELLETS

20% OFF
Selected Sizes

STOCK TANKS

All propane bottles welcome • $10 min.
RVs and Motorhomes welcome

“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto”

$3 OFF
Beef & Rice 40 lb. bag

Diamond
Dog Food

(with this coupon)

$3 OFF
50 lb./bag (with this coupon)

Senior Horse Feed w/G&C
KING SENIOR DELIGHT

all

At 3-V Feed we sell
ALL livestock feed!

The non-profit organization, Environ-
ment California Research and Policy Cen-
ter, released a report that highlighted
GVUSD’s solar panel project and the pro-
gram’s director, Bernadette Del Chiaro,
honored SuperintendentAndyAlvaradowith
the release of, “Greening the Bottom Line
2012,” pointing to the district’s plan to go
green with the use of solar power.

“GoldenValley invested in clean energy
solutions to help green up the bottom line,”

Del Chiaro said Friday. “We are releasing a
report to highlight clean energy solutions
within the school districts and other areas.
The district will save $250,000 over five
years and 2.3 millions pounds of carbon
dioxide waste.”

TerraVerdeRenewable Partnerswas the
project manager that teamed with Cupertino
Electric to install the panels, completed in
June.Aparking lot canopy solar project that
will add 1.2 megawatts for the district was

also completed.
Nearly 4,000 solar photovoltaic panels

were installed, creating approximately 1.7
million-kilowatt hours of electricity annually
which will account for more than 80 percent
of total electricity consumption.

With the energy prices on the rise and state
educationdollarsonthedecline,Alvaradowanted
to maintain the bottom line with energy prices.
WithfinancingfromtheCaliforniaEnergyCom-
missionandschooldistrictbonds, theannualcost

of electricitywill not rise for the district.
“Our annual cost of electricity will be

no greater thanwhat we paid for last year be-
fore we converted to solar,”Alvarado said.

“Terra Verde has found that school dis-
tricts likeGoldenValley are getting crushedby
increasingenergyprices and that takingcontrol
of these costs through energy efficiency pro-
grams and solar is one way to move money
back into the classroom,” saidDr.RickBrown,
president of TerraVerde Renewable Partners.

Golden Valley School District Recognized for Smart Solar Energy Use
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WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
Drawing to be held the first week of July, 2013. Delivery must be by August 31, 2013.

Must be a Valley Propane customer.

WIN 250 GALLONS OF PROPANE

MMAAIILL  TTOO::  VVaalllleeyy  PPrrooppaannee  ••  3377222211  AAvvee..  1122  ##11DD
MMaaddeerraa,,  CCAA  9933663366
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By Don Jans

This is not a time for lamenting or
mourning, but a time for action. We were
promised a fundamental transformation four
years ago. This is the only honest promise that
was made and the only one kept. In order for
this transformation from a capitalistic society
to a “fair and just” classless society to take
place, division of the populace must occur.
Everybody knows the best way to conquer is
to divide. We have seen this administration
and their surrogates perform this to perfection.

Another necessary task was to destroy
the opponent in any way they could. The fact
that the opponent was a good and honest per-
son simply meant the art of deceit and distor-
tion had to be employed to the maximum.
This was done. It was okay to call this oppo-
nent a murderer and a felon. The next task was
to create this divided populace. It was manda-
tory to demonize hard working and honest
business owners as villains. Remember, Marx
told his people that all the problems in society
are because of different classes in society, and
the capitalist class is the source of all prob-
lems. To demonize them is good. The more
division and demonizing the better, even race
against race and sex against sex. The ends al-
ways justify the means. Honor and truth have
no place in the struggle for a “fair and just”
classless society.

It was also necessary to deceive. The
press enabled this deception as to the true eco-
nomic condition of the country as well as the
failings in foreign affairs. The true unemploy-
ment conditions and the true economic con-
ditions of business were intentionally
distorted.

These are facts. If you are of the Marx-
ist/Progressive persuasion, you will justify
them. After all, the ends always justify the

means. If you are of the individual freedom
and self-reliant persuasion, you will cry
“foul.” The fact is the Marxist/Progressives
have always operated in this manner. If you
do not believe this, study previous elections
and Supreme Court appointment hearings.

Any lamenting over this election is just a
replay of the past. It will do no good and will
just delay any positive action. The first action
that must be taken is to look honestly at what
is happening. The Marxist/Progressives have
a definite agenda. They are very determined to
implement this agenda. It is an agenda to
change the country from a capitalistic eco-
nomic society to a “fair and just” classless so-
ciety. The Marxist/Progressives believe
government reliance of the populace is supe-
rior to self-reliance of the individual. Com-
munity is superior to the individual. This has
never worked, and yet the academic commu-
nity, which leads the Marxist/Progressives,
continues to insist on its implementation.

The public has been educated to believe
in this system. Most people believe the poli-
cies of FDR were good and eventually pro-
duced economic recovery. This is one of the
major deceptions employed by the Marx-
ist/Progressives. The public must be enlight-
ened. Marx knew his policies did not bring
about economic prosperity. He said economic
prosperity was bad because it benefited only
the capitalist, and rather than benefiting the
capitalist, only enough growth to keep up with
population growth should be the goal.

These truths are not just misunderstood
by many good-meaning people on the left, but
also most people on the right. We freedom and
opportunity loving Americans cannot begin to
educate the left, until we are educated as to
how this fundamental transformation really
works. It is always sad to hear good-meaning
people of the right tell me they understand the
Marxist/Progressive agenda. When asked a
simple question, their answer indicates they
do not understand. The freedom loving and
self-reliant-believing population must become

No Lamenting - Take Action Now

Please see TEA PARTY on P. 11

MOCHAS • SMOOTHIES • LATTES • FRAPPES
CAPPUCCINOS • ESEPRESSO • ICED COFFEE

SUPERIOR DAIRY • PANINI SANDWICHES
DONUTS • OATMEAL • BAGELS & CREAM CHEESE

Join the VIP B-Day Club for a
FREE COFFEE on your B-
Day and a chance to win
FREE COFFEE for a YEAR!
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CSPOT

87365
TO

TEXT• FREE WiFi • Open Mic SAT 8-11 p.m. • BEST Coffee!
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By Rich Lowry

Eventually social science works its
way around to confirming eternal verities.
So it is with gratitude.

An article in a psychological journal a
few years ago noted that "throughout his-
tory, religious, theological and philosoph-
ical treatises have viewed gratitude as
integral to well-being." Psychology has re-
cently worked to
quantify the wisdom
of the ages and con-
firmed -- sure
enough -- it was cor-
rect.

A raft of recent
research has estab-
lished that grateful
people are happier
people. They are
less depressed and less stressed. They are
less likely to envy others and more likely
to want to share. They even sleep better.
As the journal article put it, empirical work
"has suggested gratitude is as strongly cor-
related with well-being as are other posi-
tive traits, and has suggested that this
relationship is causal."

Gratitude constitutes what philoso-
pher David Hume called a "calm passion."
It doesn't have the theatrical potential of
anger and hatred, or courage and sacrifice.
Nonetheless, there's a reason it has been
considered central to the good life and a

good society by all major religions and by
thinkers stretching from Cicero ("Gratitude
is not only the greatest of virtues, but the
parent of all others") to Oprah ("Whenever
you can't think of something to be grateful
for, remember your breath").

Gratitude acknowledges our depend-
ence on others and the debt we owe be-
cause of it. Grateful people want, somehow,
to return the favor of their undeserved
windfall. It is a sentiment that, in the jar-

gon, is "pro-social."
A leading figure in
its study, Michael
McCullough of the
University of
Miami, maintains
that it binds us to
others beyond the
ties of family and of
commercial trans-
actions.

Gratitude is at the root of patriotism,
of the impulse to preserve and improve our
patrimony. In a culture that tends to cele-
brate self-glorification, gratitude points us
beyond our own demands and discontents.
It inclines us to see all around us a world of
gifts.

What did we do to inherit a country
that is free and prosperous? To deserve
Charlie Parker or Mark Twain? To build
the Golden Gate Bridge or the Chrysler
Building? To measure up to the beauties of
the Catholic mass or the Mormon Taber-
nacle Choir? Or simply to prove worthy of

AWorld of Gifts

“I have
seen the

conser-
vative

future
and it

works.”

Guest Editorial

traffic lights and potable water?
Without gratitude,William F. Buckley

Jr. wrote, "We are left with the numbing,
benumbing thought that we owe nothing to
Plato andAristotle, nothing to the prophets
who wrote the Bible, nothing to the gener-
ations who fought for freedoms activated
in the Bill of Rights." He called for "a re-
birth of gratitude for those who have cared
for us, living and, mostly, dead. The high
moments of our way of life are their gifts to
us."

JohnAdams captured the grateful atti-
tude when he acknowledged the hardships
of this vale of tears while celebrating it all
the same (if in anachronistic language):
"Griefs upon griefs! Disappointments upon
disappointments. What then? This is a gay,
merry world notwithstanding."

Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.

(c) 2012 by King Features Synd., Inc.

"Griefs upon griefs! Disappoint-
ments upon disappointments. What
then? This is a gay, merry world
notwithstanding."

John Adams
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •
CONSTRUCTION

CLEANUP •
559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

chadstrucking.com
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For the l ife of me I wil l never
unders tand the appea l o f the
pounding and reverbera t ing
sound of an over-amped car
s te reo sys tem. I t jus t seems
r id icu lous . How can you even
hear the music through the inces-
san t thumping of the bass tha t
comple te ly drowns out every
o ther no te tha t the mus ic migh t
poss ib ly have to offe r? What i s
worse i s when tha t incessan t
thumping can be heard down the
s t ree t and around the corner. I s
that necessary? Are you so proud
of someone else’s musical contr i -
but ion that you f ind i t necessary
to play i t on a sound system that
no t on ly comple te ly d i s to r t s i t ,
bu t ra i ses i t to a dec ibe l l eve l
that r ivals a je t
eng ine? More
i m p o r t a n t l y ,
wha t makes
you th ink tha t
the res t o f us
want to hear
wha tever i t i s
cur ren t ly r ip -
p ing through
your eardrums?
Most of us
don’t . We want
to be ab le to
hear our own
car s te reo sys -
tem, or our
own televis ion,
even our own
fami ly s i t t ing around the d inner
tab le wi thou t be ing v io la ted by
the no ise v ibra t ing ou t of your
over-worked speakers . But no ,
a l l of that is drowned out as you
creep through the ne ighborhood
hoping to make as big a spectacle
of yourse l f as poss ib le . Miss ion
accompl i shed , everyone heard
you , and yes , we a l l th ink you
are over-compensat ing.

What I hate more than si t t ing
in my l iving room trying to read
or watch te levis ion only to have
my focus inter rupted by the loud
pulsa t ing of a bass sys tem tha t
does nothing for the music being
spewed out of i t , i s when I am
try ing to s leep and tha t same
creep makes h i s same pass
through the neighborhood in the
middle of the night . Don’t worry

Please Lower It ... or Lose It

about a l l the people that may be
trying to s leep, you clear ly have
a l ready des t royed your hear ing
wi th years of tha t unre len t ing
dr ivel spewing from the cabin of
your overpr iced s te reo on
whee ls , and i f i t i sn ’t tu rned up
to maximum leve l , you can’t
even hear i t anymore .

There is no considera t ion for
o thers , you
want to l i s t en
to your mus ic
and you want i t
to be loud and
d i s t u r b i n g ;
never mind the
thousands of
o ther c i t i zens
you encounte r
tha t migh t no t
be a fan of your
s ty le cho ices ,
or a fan of pre-
ven tab le hear-
ing loss , i t ’s
your world , ob-
v ious ly – we
are al l jus t bor-

rowing space .
And as much as I would l ike

to cal l the police and report these
peop le , by the t ime I manage to
s tumble ou t of bed f rom a dead
s leep and ge t to the window to
get a good look, the car is too far
away to be able to make out the
l icense plate. Don’t worry – I can
st i l l hear i t loud and clear. What
I would l ike to do is obta in some
sort of device that wil l shut down
every compute r ized mechan ism
in the car by simply point ing and
pul l ing the t r igger, l eav ing the
car pract ical ly useless for a small
per iod of t ime. I would begin by
shut t ing the offender down for a
ha l f an hour. I would g lad ly
chase the twi t down the s t ree t i f

I don’t blame the music,
although I am not a fan of this
jerk’s auditory preference; it’s
the decibel level at which he
finds it necessary to enjoy his
music, and the hour at which
he chooses to showcase his
car stereo volume capabilities
that offends me. How about a
little common decency, a little
respect for your fellow citi-
zens?

Please see GEN WHY on P. 17
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Receive up to
in PG&E Rebates*

on a qualifying Lennox® Home Comfort System

$300
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By Verlaine Elinburg

On November 11, we celebrated Vet-
erans Day. I always thought that Veterans
Day was honoring American servicemen
and women that died in past wars, but that
is the purpose of Memorial Day.

On Veterans Day we honor all the ex-
traordinary troops who served in the
United States armed forces whose deter-
mination, courage and sacrifice have
given us a more secure and peaceful
world. In August 2001, Senate Resolution
143 designated the week of Nov. 11
through 17 as National Veteran Awareness
Week to emphasize the importance of the
need to develop programs to educate our
children about our veterans who have
served our country in war and during
peace.

I had my grandson ask me what Vet-
erans Day was. As grandparents, parents
and teachers we need to get behind our
veterans and share with our children the
contributions that our veterans have given
to our country. We also need to do what
we can for our homeless and disabled vet-
erans. It’s estimated that 20 percent of the
United States homeless population are
veterans. In America today, 33 percent of
all men are veterans and half of them are
Viet Nam veterans. For the upcoming hol-
idays let’s show our appreciation and do
something special for veterans and dis-
abled veterans, and for the rest of the time
you can go to websites like www.Opera-
tionAmped.com to find different ways to
help.

We have a Veterans Hospital in
Fresno and we can make a difference in a

veteran’s life. Our veterans have been
there for us keeping us safe, now it is our
turn to be there for them. Find a charity or
an organization that help our veterans and
volunteer your time which is the most pre-
cious commodity you have.

Upcoming Senior Events
The Senior Center Christmas Bou-

tique & Bake Sale will begin on the first
Saturday in December and will be held on
Dec. 1, 8 and 15 from 8 a.m. to noon and
during the weekdays from 9:30 a.m. to
noon. The baked cakes, cookies, pies, jel-
lies, jams and pickles all make great
Christmas gifts. Several of the Boutique
items make interesting and unique per-
sonal gifts.

Christmas Dinner and Installation of
new officers will be held Monday, Dec. 10
at 6 p.m.

Snow Trip to Reno – Feb. 26–28,
2013. $365 per person. Contact 559-645-
4864.

National Parks – Mt. Rushmore and
Yellowstone Park, Air/Bus 10 days, June
20, 2013. Contact 559-645-5337.

The Community Christmas tree light-
ing, sponsored by the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce, will be at May-
wood Center on Friday, Dec. 7 from 6–
7:30 p.m. Pick up your STAR and
purchase the requested items (or as many
as you can afford – dollar store for some
items, local library for good condition
books) and then leave your items at the
Chamber by December 15. These items
will be inserted into gift bags for our Vet-
erans that will be delivered to the Fresno
VA Hospital on Dec. 17 at 10 a.m.

RememberingOurVeterans Daily
Senior Report

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or

someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want

to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.

Send your letters to:

email:
ranchosnews@yahoo.com

mail:
The Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax:
559-645-4002

Letters
Dear Editor:

Thank you for theAunt Jean’s column
in the Ranchos Independent. Last month I
made the recipe for the “Taco Soup.”

I had eight guests in my home and
served the soup. Everyone here thought the
soup was delicious and each of them asked
for the recipe.

It made a large amount and I had a
serving left so I gave it to my son-in-law,
and he gave it a “thumbs up.”

Thanks again for the well-written col-
umn. Keep them coming. I love to read
them.

Nina Heffington
Chowchilla
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A few yea r s ago I wa s t a l k -
i ng to my Aun t (my Mom’s on ly
s i s t e r ) and to ld he r I wou ld l i ke
t o p u t Mama ’s r e c i p e s i n t o a
book . She sa id to me , “Oh Jean ,
b e su r e t o i n c l ude you r Mom’s
App l e s auc e Cake and t h e P rune
Cake r e c i p e s . ”

I n go i ng t h r ough my Mom’s
r e c i p e c a r d s , I f ound t h r e e Ap -
p l e s a u c e Cak e r e c i p e s – a c t u -
a l l y f o u r i f I i n c l u d e d on e
t i t l e d “ A M a n ’s F a v o r i t e ” t h a t
t a k e s one cup o f app l e s auc e –
s o I ’m go i n g t o u s e t h e on e
f rom the ca rd s t ha t l ooks l i k e i t
h a s b e en u s ed t h e mos t . We had
a n e i g hbo r n amed Haz e l , s o
t h i s m igh t h ave been f r om he r.

Haze l ’s App l e sauce Cake
1 C Sho r t e n i ng
2 C Suga r
2 Egg s
2 C App l e s auc e
3 ½ C F lou r
2 t s p . C i nnamon
1 t s p . C l ove s
1 t s p . Nu tmeg
2 t s p . Bak i ng Soda
1 C Ra i s i n s
1 C Nu t s ( op t i ona l )
C r e am t og e t h e r s h o r t e n i n g

a nd s ug a r ; a d d e gg s on e a t a
t ime . When we l l c r e amed , a d d
a pp l e s a u c e . S i f t t o g e t h e r i n a
s e p a r a t e b ow l t h e d r y i n g r e d i -
en t s . Mix d ry i ng r ed i en t s i n t o a
c r e amed m i x t u r e u n t i l a l l
m i x e d . P ou r i n t o a 9x13 p an
t h a t h a s b e e n g r e a s e d a nd
f l o u r e d a nd b ak e i n p r e h e a t e d
350 oven fo r abou t 45 minu t e s .

Th i s a p p l e s a u c e c a k e w i l l
h ave a deepe r f l a vo r a s i t t a k e s
mo l a s s e s . Sound s good .

App l e sauce Ra i s i n Cake
2 ½ C F lou r
1 t s p . Bak i ng Soda
1 t s p . C i nnamon
½ t sp . S a l t
½ C Bu t t e r
1 La rg e Egg
1 C Mo l a s s e s
1 C App l e s auc e
½ C Ra i s i n s
½ C Chopped Wa lnu t s
Comb i n e f l o u r , s o d a , s a l t

a nd c i nnamon . Cu t i n bu t t e r t o
r e s emb l e coa r s e c r umbs . I n an -
o t h e r b ow l s t i r t o g e t h e r t h e

e gg , mo l a s s e s a n d a pp l e s a u c e .
B l e n d i n t o f l o u r m i x t u r e j u s t
un t i l mo i s t e n ed . S t i r i n r a i s i n s
a n d nu t s . P ou r i n t o p r e p a r e d
9x9x2 p an . B ak e i n p r e h e a t e d
350 oven fo r 40 t o 45 minu t e s .
Coo l i n pan .

Mayonna i s e Prune Cake
1 C Suga r
1 C Mayonna i s e
1 ¾ C F lou r
3 T Cocoa Powde r
1 t s p . C i nnamon
1 t s p . Bak i ng Soda
1 / 2 t s p . S a l t
1 C Chopped P rune s
2 / 3 C P rune Ju i c e
1 C Chopped Nu t s
C r e am t og e t h e r t h e s u g a r

and mayonna i s e i n a l a rg e m ix -
i ng bow l . I n s epa r a t e bow l s i f t
t o g e t h e r f l o u r , c o c o a , c i n n a -
mon , b ak i ng soda and s a l t . Add
t o s u g a r m i x t u r e mak i n g s u r e
e v e r y t h i n g i s m i x e d we l l . Add
p r u n e s , p r u n e j u i c e a n d nu t s .
P ou r i n t o a p r e p a r e d 8 x 12
p an . B ak e i n p r e h e a t e d 350
oven fo r 40 minu t e s .

None o f t h e s e c ake s c a l l f o r
f r o s t i ng . I f you p r e f e r f r o s t i ng ,
a s imp l e powde r ed suga r / c r e am
chee s e one cou l d be u s ed , o r i f
y o u p r e f e r j u s t a g l a z e , m i x
s ome powde r e d s u g a r a n d l i q -
u i d ( e i t h e r m i l k o r o r a n g e o r
l emon j u i c e ) a n d pou r o n t h e
wa rm cake .

I n go i ng t h r ough my Mom’s
r e c i p e c a r d s I f ound some t h a t
Aun t A lma h ad s e n t h e r. T h e
f i r s t o n e I am go i n g t o u s e
s a y s , “Th e s e mak e d e l i c i o u s
Ch r i s tma s cook i e s . ”

Fry Pan Cook i e s
1 Cube Bu t t e r o r Ma rga r i n e
1 C Chopped Da t e s
1 t s p . Van i l l a
1 C Chopped Nu t s
1 C Suga r
2 Egg s we l l b e a t en
4 o z . Ma r a s c h i n o Che r r i e s

( op t i ona l )

by Jean Briner

FromOneAunt toAnother

Please see RECIPE on P. 16

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

11/12

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“WeAre Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & SantaAna

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIETWORLD MEDICALGROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

11
/1
2
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.net
559-645-5320

11/12

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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Of Voting Results and Holiday Joy
The Stock Report

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
I am setting in front of the TV and

watching the election returns come in. I
have voted in every election since I was
21 years old. When I grew up you had to
be 21 years old to vote. Since I am 82
years old that means that I have been vot-
ing for 61 years. The demography of the
country has changed dramatically since
my first vote in a presidential election.
Women were expected that they would
vote as their father voted and when they
married the way that their husband voted.
Woman were not supposed to be intelli-
gent enough to figure out whom or what
vote would be the best for women as a
whole. This always rubbed me the wrong
way. Social issues are important to most
women. Men don’t like tough women
since men like to be in charge. I hope that
I live long enough to see a woman in the
White House. Hey guys, 50 percent of
the population are women. Women have
been considered a minority just as
Blacks, Asian and Hispanics when vot-
ing is counted. It appears that at this elec-
tion the minority stepped up and was
heard.

How can we the people change the
huge amount of money that is spent on a
political campaign? It is a crime that pres-
idential candidates have to spend so much
money to get elected. When people are
hurting from storms, unemployment and
losing their homes, it seems like such a
waste of so much money. There must be a
better way to solve the many problems
that the U.S.A. faces. I believe in Amer-
ica and I believe in the right to vote.

Even though the Presidential election
is over, here in the Golden Valley Unified
School District there are still questions
about the five trustee areas. In my last ar-
ticle I talked about how our school dis-
trict had been divided into five trustee

areas. The school district office provided
me with a colored map with numbers
given to each trustee area. I finally know
that I am in trustee area number 2 which
is Kathleen Crumpton’s trustee area.
Mona Diaz is number 1 trustee area,
Kathleen is trustee area 2, Mike Kelly is
in trustee area 3 and will keep his seat on
the board. Brian Freeman is in trustee
area 4 and I just found out that Steven
Lewis won the election for trustee area 5.
I have been told that the school district
was divided so that each trustee area had
about the same amount of registered vot-
ers. I will have to wait for two years to
see if Kathleen Crumpton is on my bal-
lot. I found out when I ran for a trustee
spot on Golden Valley Unified School
Board that even though the numbers
show that you have won the election you
still have to wait for 28 days before the
election numbers are legal. During these
28 days the election board is counting all
the absentee ballots and making sure that
the official count for each person on the
ballot is correct. It will be during the first
week of December before Steven Lewis
and Mike Kelly will be officially installed
as members of the Golden Valley Unified
School Board.

Everyone seems to be gearing up for
the holidays. You can feel it in the air.
The Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce thanks the Ranchos/Hills Seniors
for hosting their Nov. 7 mixer at the Sen-
ior Center. There was a good turnout of
local business owners. We all enjoyed the
good food brought by the members and
the prizes that are always part of a mixer.
I actually won one of the prizes.

The next weekend will be Saturday,
Dec. 1 and the Ranchos/Hills Seniors’
monthly sale and the opening of the first
Seniors’ Christmas Boutique. The Christ-
mas Boutique will be open the first three
Saturdays in December from 8 a.m. to
Noon. We hope to see you there. Be care-
ful and have a wonderful holiday season.

11
/1
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LOCALLY OWNED& OPERATED

If you need more space ...

TheeWoodshop is here to help!
WoodBunkbeds Wood Loft Beds MurphyBeds

FREE!
ESTIMATES and DELIVERY

in the Madera Ranchoswww.1800BunkBed.com/ca14

Fast turnaround time • Perfect for Adults
Campsites • Firehouses • Dorm Rooms
TheeWoodshop •250-7726

CustomMade • SolidWood
Lifetime Guarantee

11
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call

664455--PPEETTSS
to make your grooming appointments now

11/12

GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING • GROOMING  

GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING •GROOMING  
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37221 Ave. 12 #1C
in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos
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I don't play the bass guitar ... yet!Afew
weeks ago that sentence would have read, "I
don't play thebass guitar." Itwasn't that I did-
n'twant to, it's beenmydreamsince Jr.High,
but I needed a series of events to make that
change.

So,what doyounot do ... yet? Itmaybe
speaking a different language, yoga, scrap-
booking, golf, etc.
Or maybe, since
you're reading this
article, it has to do
with organizing.
Lucky for you I just
happen to have
some tips from my
guitar experience
that can help you
achieve your organ-
izing, and other goals.

1.Knowwhat yourgoal is. I didn'twant
to play just any stringed instrument. Iwanted
toplay thebass. Identify anddefine a specific
organizing goal.

2. Acquire support. While strolling
through theSEMCUCommunitySwapMeet
I found a bass guitar for sale. A local musi-
cianwaswalkingby, so I grabbedhim for his
advice. Ineverwouldhavemade thepurchase
withoutmyhusbandandhimsaying, "Go for
it!" Find a friend, family member, or col-
league who thinks your organizing goal is a
great idea and will cheer you on.

3.Make yourself accountable. Posting
my purchase on Facebook made me feel
more accountable to do something with it.
Write downyour next action step, give your-

self a deadline and ask someone to check up
on your progress. At one of my speaking
events a woman shared that she and a friend
text "before" pictures to eachother of an area
they're going to organize. After a specified
amount of time, they text each other the
"after" shot. Great accountability!

4. Jam with friends. My friend Julie,
who in recent years took up the drums, said,
"Let's jam," and gave me a song to work on.
Another friend Frayda, of the musically
gifted Bluestein family, chimed in and said
she'd join us on the electric guitar. The
thought of "jamming"withmy friendswas a
great jump start for me. Consider making
yourorganizingproject a family affair, or find
a friend to help. My sister and I give each
other aLunch 'nLaborgift eachbirthday.The
birthday girl gets to pick a project that she
would rather not do alone.Wework on it to-
gether and treat ourselves to lunch.

5. Obtain the proper tools. An electric
bass without an amplifier is not much good.

Fortunately I al-
ready had one, but
I'll need to purchase
a case. Having the
right organizing
products can help
tremendously. But
before running out
to purchase them,
take stock of what
you have or what

might become available as you de-clutter.
6. Seek good instruction. I bought the

HalLeonardBassbookandDVD,but I think
it's going to take the commitment of lessons
with a professional to keep me on task. I see
many clients with a plethora of organizing
books. If it works for you to read and apply-
- great! Another option is to attend my or-
ganizing classes or schedule a session and let
me help you get moving toward your goal.

You can contact BrendaMcElroy to have
questionsansweredatOrganizedbyChoice(be-
cause things don’t always fall into place) at P.O.
Box26152,Fresno,CA93729,oryoucanemail
her at info@organizedbychoice.com, visit her
websitewww.organizedbychoice.comorshecan
bereachedbyphoneat559-871-3314.

I’m Not Organized ... Yet!

GGoollddeenn  VVaalllleeyy  BBaappttiisstt  CChhuurrcchh  ••  1122441144  RRooaadd  3377  ••  664455--44001166

Beautiful gifts and decorations for the Holiday Season.

Breakfast with Santa is only $7 per ticket for breakfast
and a picture with Santa (must be purchased in advance).

Vendor space is available • Call 645-4016 for info
Proceeds to support Rachel & Becca Blacks’ mission trip to Singapore. 
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36734 AVE. 12 • 660-5262

The 12 Days of Christmas
at Haney Chiropractic

Call for Details

11/12

Every day Haney Chiropractic is
open between now and December 21,
enter to win a fabulous Christmas present.
It’s our gift to you.      Merry Christmas!

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of 
the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006). 
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!11
/1
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www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

Over 40 Years of Experience • Leathers and Much More!

Tailoring, Alterations
and Repairs

645-4583
Madlin’s Alterations

36027 Ruth Ave.
Madera Ranchos

OPEN EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK EXCEPT SUNDAY 11
/1

2

WE’VEMOVED!

The thought of "jamming" with
my friends was a great jump start for
me. Consider making your organizing
project a family affair, or find a friend
to help.
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Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

GET A
HAIRCUT!

expires 1/20/13

SAVE $5 OFF
REGULAR $14

HAIRCUTS

Family Hair Care for Men • Women • Children

Walk-Ins are Always Welcome!
Open Mon - Thur 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Fri 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

14974 HWY 41 a t Ave . 15 • 559-822-CUTS or 559-822-2887
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truly enlightened.TheMarxist/Progressives are
winning. This trend will not be reversed until
positive action is taken by freedom, self-re-
liant-believingAmericans. Take the first step;
become enlightened.

Don Jans is the author of My Grandchil-
dren’s America: Will it still be the land of the
free and the home of the brave? His website is
located at www.mygrandchildrens america
.com.

ANote from Sandy Forbes
During this dismal November 2012 elec-

tion, our country lost a battle but not the war. It
is uncertain the election was won fairly since
many things do not add up. This deceit is ex-
tremely hard to prove since itwas planned.The
fox IS in the henhouse.America’s future in the
next four years will be bleak and a continued
struggle.

However, now the holidays are upon us
and it is time to enjoy family and friends and
makeplans for the future tokeepour lovedones
protected andprovided for as bestwe canman-
age.We (theTeaParty)will certainlyNOTgive
up the fight to save America from the current
destructive path upon which she has been
placed. But for now, indulge in some quality
timewith theonesyou love.We thankeveryone

for your support.
Season’sGreetings toyou, your family and

friends.

Madera Chapter Tea Party Meetings
The November meeting presented guest

speaker Devone Boggan, Director of Neighbor-
hood Safety from Richmond, Calif. Boggan in-
troduced the City of Richmond’s Gang
Intervention/NeighborhoodSafety Program.

Meetings are held on the third Monday of
eachmonthat6p.m.atVFWHall,2026Granada
Drive,Madera.

For ourmeeting onDec. 17we are pleased
to host Kristin Olsen, a StateAssemblywoman,
re-elected to the 25th District in the California
StateAssembly.Kristin,endorsedbyPresidential
Candidate and U.S. Senator Rick Santorum, as
well as the Latino Times, earned the reputation
for reform, transparencyandhardwork.Shewas
twice elected to theModestoCityCouncil.Kris-
ten was born and raised in the Central Valley
where she resides inModestowith her husband,
Rod, and their three children.

Forcommentsorquestions,contactMadera
Ranchos Tea Party Coordinator, John Smedley,
by e-mail at jcsmedley@comcast.net or call him
at559-645-7031.Or contactMaderaTeaParty
Coordinator, Rick Farinelli, by phone at at 559-
706-5386 or by e-mail at richardfarinelli@
sbcglobal.net .

TEA PARTY cont. from P. 4
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Chamber Mixer

Annual Crab Feed

Annual Chamber Christmas Mixer
Wednesday, Dec. 12 • 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Dante Club
Friday, March 1
6 p.m. - Midnight

Come join your neighbors as you mix and mingle with fellow Ranchos
residents at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce offices at 37167
Ave. 12 #5C in the Maywood Center. Find out about the Chamber of
Commerce as you enjoy snacks and beverages. Admission is free.

The biggest event of the year is coming this March. Want to get
involved? Contact the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at
645-4001 and ask for Crab Feed Chairman, Randy Bailey.

Welcome New Members
VDI Services • Verlin Dill

Your Chamber of Commerce
This information is brought to you by your Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce, representing businesses and individuals in the
Madera Ranchos and beyond. Find out more about your Chamber at
37167 Ave. 12 #5C or call them at 645-4001.

11/12

Annual Community
Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Santawill arriveearly at theceremonyandphotoswill be
available foronly $10! • Cookies - Coffee - Hot Cider • Join

in singing Christmas carols with area Girl Scouts

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.

Items may be brought to the tree lighting!

MaywoodShoppingCenter • Friday, Dec. 7 • 6 p.m.

Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks,
lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.
Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 15. Gifts will be
delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 17 at 10 a.m.
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Country Critters Feed & Supply • 14566 HWY 41 #101, Madera • 559-822-4882
“A Feed for Every Need”

Thank you
Madera Ranchos
for making us

a success!
Join us on December 8 for

Customer Appreciation Day!
FREE Hot Dogs • Pictures with Santa • Petting Zoo • Spin the Wheel and Win a Prize • Raffle • Fun for All!

“HOMEGROWN”

NO CORN • NO SOY
LAYER CRUMBLE
BUY TWO
GET ONE

FREE!
Saturday, Dec. 8 ONLY

While supplies last

All premium
Purina products

buy 2 get
1 free
while supplies last

Mallard Creek
SHAVINGS

$5
we also carry Mallard

Creek Wood Stove Pellets
and Muck Buster Bedding

Purina Rabbit
Chow

150 LBS.

$32.90
while supplies last

All Red Flannel
DOG FOOD

buy 1 get
1 free
while supplies last

Layena
CRUMBLE
150 LBS.

$31.92
while supplies last

Layena
PELLETS
150 LBS.

$31.82
while supplies last

OMOLENE 200
150 LBS.

$39.48
(limited quantities)

EQUINE SENIOR
150 LBS.

$45.11
(limited quantities)

This is a One Day Only Sale, December 8, 2012 from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. • Prices subject to change and limited to stock on hand • No dealers

Purinaand other product
reps will be on hand

to answerquestions!
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Laura’s
Books & Coffee

36919 Ave. 12 • 645-0358 • Tue - Sat 2 pm- 7 pm • Closed Sun - Mon

Used
December Gift Center

Through Dec. 21 • 2 - 7 pm • 645-0358

Handcrafted Gifts
Knits • Crochet •Stitchery
Scottish Crystal & Glass

11/12

Since 2005, the Foundation for Golden
Valley Schools has contributed more than
$113,000 to the staff and students of
GVUSD through its grant program. The
money raised by the district has affected ap-
proximately 1,100 students over that time.
But the foundation would not have the abil-
ity to help students and educators without
the help of donors.

The Foundation for Golden Valley
Schools is looking for “Business Wall of
Fame” donors. Businesses get on the Wall
of Fame by committing a five-year annual
pledge ranging from $100 to $1,000.

The mission of the foundation is to en-
hance and encourage the star potential and
full experiences of all students in their ed-
ucational environment with GVUSD.

Since 2007, teacher classroom grants
have totalled approximately $57,000 for ever-
thing from cow eye dissection projects to in-
centive programs to increase student
attendance and achievement. New teachers
also benefit from the foundation. They receive
a $150 grant to help set up their classrooms.

In 2008, the foundation received a
$50,000 donation from the Smith family as
a special grant project to assist with the re-
placement of the HVAC unit at Sierra Ele-
mentary School.

The foundation also recognizes
GVUSD employees of the year in five cat-
egories — administrative/management, el-
ementary teacher, secondary teacher,
instruction employee and operational em-
ployee.

To donate, contact Aimee Beintker at
the GVUSD office at 645-7500.

Foundation Aids
GVUSD SchoolsLiberty High Girls’TennisWins Third Straight Title

The Liberty tennis team capped a third straight North Se-
quoia League championship with their second straight unde-
feated league season.

In the past three years, the Hawks have gone 29-1 for the
three titles. Along the way, Liberty has won two Division V
Central Section championships.

This year,
with a narrow
victory over
Strathmore in
the semifinals,
the Hawks
were in line
for their third
straight Cen-
tral Section
title, this time
in Div. IV.

The No. 2
seeded Hawks
faced the top-
seeded Taft
Wildcats and
were leading
4-2 after the
s i n g l e s
matches were
completed.

All the Hawks needed was a win in doubles for their third
straight section title. Then, the sun went down and the lights
went on, kind of.

The Taft lighting wasn’t up to par and the Hawks never ad-
justed and lost all three doubles matches and the section cham-
pionship.

“The lighting on the courts was poor, at best, and that was
all Taft needed for an advantage over us,” head coach Greg Ru-
land said. “Two matches had to be moved because the lighting
went out. They definitely had the home court advantage with

such crappy lighting.”
Seniors Annie Erickson, Jordyn DeChamplain, Bethany

Buchnoff, Chloe Doyle and Jocelyn Hernandez were looking
for their third straight section title, but ere denied by the light-
ing.

Erickson, DeChamplain, Buchnoff and Doyle won their
s i n g l e s
matches with
Erickson and
Doyle winning
in the third set.

“ S t e a d y
Jordyn did
very well, as
usual,” Ruland
said. “Annie
and Bethany
did very well
in their singles
m a t c h e s .
Chloe man-
aged to pull
out a victory
being as sick
as she was.”

Need ing
just one win in
doubles, the

Hawks went to a tiebreaker in all three matches and lost all
three.

“There were many tiebreakers in this match and those are
always a crap shoot because it’s anybody’s ball game in those,”
Ruland said. “They won all three tiebreakers in doubles and
that’s the way it goes.

“The girls had a great season and have nothing to be
ashamed of. This is a great group of girls who played extremely
good tennis through many adversities. My hat is off to them be-
cause they are a tremendous group of athletes.”

Liberty No. 1 singles player Annie Erickson re-
turns a hit for the Hawks. Despite missing three weeks
with an injury, Erickson led the Hawks to their third
straight North Sequoia League championship.

Jordyn DeChamplain helped lead the Hawks to
their third Valley Champioship match in No. 2 sin-
gles. She also filled in at No. 1 when Annie Erickson
missed time with an injury.

Pictures courtesy of Tyler Takeda
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Express Lunch Specials

The above lunches include SALAD and 1 MEATBALL!

Tuesday through Friday 11 a.m. til 2 p.m.

LASAGNA..........................
BEEF or CHEESE RAVIOLI .

SPAGHETTI ......................
PENNE ..............................
RIGATONI .........................

ANTIPASTO SALAD ............

$5.99$6.99 }}

Introduc
ing

onlyonly

$6.99only

Serving Lunch & Dinner Every Day
Sunday - Thursday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Closed on Mondays 11
/1

2

Call in your lunch orders and
have them ready when you arrive. 645-5545

37275 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

ByPerryWatkins

“Kiwanis international is a global or-
ganization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child one community at a
time.”

Poinsettias are native to Mexico. The
Aztecs called them Cuetlaxochitl. They
made a reddish purple dye from the bracts.
It was also called the “Crown of theAndes”
in some parts of South America. In some
places they may still be referred to as “Lob-
ster Flowers” or “Flame Leaf Flowers.”
They are a member of the family Euphor-
biaceae.Many plants in this family ooze a
milky sap. Contrary to popular belief, the
Poinsettia is not poisonous but large quanti-
ties may cause a tummy ache or vomiting.
Skin irritation from the sap is also possible
for some folks.

If conditions are right the Poinsettia
can grow to 10, or in some cases, even 20
feet tall. Poinsettia trees are seen in some
parts of California and inMexico where it is
native. The flowers of these plants are actu-
ally leaves called “bracts.” There are at least
100 varieties with showy bracts of yellow,
red, pink or white. They were first intro-
duced to the U.S. in 1825 by Joel Poinsett.
They are now grown in all 50 states but the
Paul Ecke Ranch in California grows 80
percent of the plants for the wholesale mar-
ket. The U.S market exports 90 percent of
the world commercial supply each year.
Poinsettias are also the best-selling potted
plant inAmerica, even thoughmost are sold
in a brief six week period each year.

Kiwanis of Madera Ranchos will be
making Poinsettias available in time for Na-
tional Poinsettia Day onDec. 12. Of course,
anymoney raisedwill benefit local children.
They are very affordable at $10 per plant
and they are large, 6-inch potted plants
about 20-inches tall. Last year’s plants were
very beautiful and showy. They are Grade
A plants which are usually reserved for top
commercial sales. They will be available in

the Ranchos byDec 6, but orders need to be
completed as soon as possible.You can con-
tact Debbie Farr at 645-1549 or MaryAnn
Parks at the Pizza Factory 645-7011 or any
Kiwanis member.

President Marie Cameron is already
galvanizing the local Kiwanis Board and
general members toward greater endeavors
and higher levels of community service. Her
aim is to carefully review all fundraisers,
give some a face lift and perhaps add a new
one or resurrect a good one in order to keep
our fundraising goals on track. There are so
many exciting things we want to do for our

little community. She also plans to have us
even more involved in school beginning in
K-6th grades in order to recognize and re-
ward student achievements. We hope to in-
crease scholarships if our budget allows. So
it all starts with fundraising. We will create
those events that add to our community and
promote the camaraderie, friendship and the
good old fashion fun we all enjoy. Please
watch for our events throughout the year.

(Thanks to The University of Illinois
Extension andUniversity of Ohio for the fun
facts used in this article.)

Kiwanisexistssolelyforthepurposeofmaking
adifferenceinthelivesofothers,particularlychildren.
Wearelookingforpeopleatleast18yearsoldwhoare
interested in serving the community, making new
friends,andhavingfunwithapurpose.Ifyouarein-
terested, contactPresidentJohnGlueckat559-706-
5215.Wemeet the first Thursdayof everymonthat
6:45 a.m. at The Coffee Spot and every Thursday
thereafterat6:30p.m.attheRanchosPizzaFactory.
Comejoinusatameetingforfunandfellowshipand
seewhatbeingaKiwanianisallabout.

A Poinsettia Cuetlaxochitl by Any Other Name ...
Kiwanis Korner

www.ranchoskiwanis.com
Board Members:

President: Marie Cameron
Vice President: Mona Silva
Secretary: Virginia Vick
Treasurer: Perry Watkins

Board of Directors:
John Glueck, Mona Diaz, Ollia Ridge,
Debbie Farr, John Herrera, MaryAnn
Parks, Joliene Mason.

A rose by any other name ... OK, how about
“Poinsettia?” Ranchos Kiwanis are selling them
to brighten up your holidays and help the commu-
nity at the same time.

via Facebook that a fundraiser – a blood
drive and a bone marrow registry – were
being planned in the Madera Ranchos. The
community came together to raise over
$12,000, donated over 100 pints of blood
and had 56 people register with the National
Bone Marrow Registry – all in just six
hours.

When word went out that Aubray Trit-
tler, who was raised in the Madera Ranchos,
had entered a contest to win a dream wed-
ding and that she had just 17 days to get the
most votes to win a prize package valued at
over $17,000, overnight posters appeared
everywhere saying “Vote for Aubray and
Ryan!” Aubray and fiancé Ryan used Face-
book extensively, encouraging their network
of friends and family to “Share and Repost!”
They won the contest and would tell you
that Facebook was the clincher that led to
their win. Fittingly, Aubray and Ryan met –
you guessed it – on Facebook.

Old Glory and Facebook
In February 2012, an article appeared in

the Ranchos Independent Newspaper re-
garding “Old Glory,” a barn located on
Highway 41 at Avenue 12 that had been
painted like an American Flag by owners
Robert and Karen McCaffrey right after
9/11. The barn had been badly damaged dur-
ing a windstorm and at the time the story ran,
no decision had been made as to whether or
not the barn would be repaired. In June 2012,
after riding past the barn day after day, Viet-
nam Veteran Tom Baum became frustrated
that no progress was being made. He took it
upon himself to contact the McCaffreys and
he convinced them to let him take on the
project of refurbishing the barn in honor of
veterans and the Wounded Warrior Project.
As press coverage increased, companies and
individuals came forward to offer their help
to the project and celebration plans changed
from day to day. Facebook was instrumental
in keeping the community up to date on the
project. The result was that the barn was re-
paired, local veterans held a flag raising on
July 4th and the story was picked up by
CNN and Fox News.

Of course, as with most anything in
life, there can be a dark side to all of this.
Gossip can be spread at the speed of light;
bullying can be an issue and a business can
be ruined with inaccurate rumors. Pictures
can be posted if your neighbor thinks your
property is not up to neighborhood stan-
dards or you may just not approve of some-
thing going on in your neighborhood.
Please think about what you’re posting be-
fore you post it and be sure it reflects how
you want your image portrayed in the com-
munity. If in doubt, please feel free to use
the delete button.

FACEBOOK cont. from P. 2
Page 15
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Sunday School 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

come meet friends!

Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Pastor K. Milton Higgins is bringing
the 10:15 a.m. Sunday Worship Service

December 1 - Holiday Fair from 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLINGAND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

11/12

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

11/12 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

2  C  R i c e  K r i s p i e s
Pu t  a l l  i ng r ed i en t s  e xcep t  t h e

R i c e  K r i s p i e s  i n t o  a  l a rg e  f r y i ng
pan  ove r  med i um  he a t .  S t i r  u n t i l
m i x t u r e  b e g i n s  t o  t h i c k e n  –
a bou t  3  t o  6  m i n u t e s .  Ta k e  o f f
h e a t  a n d  s t i r  i n  t h e  R i c e
K r i s p i e s .  When  c o o l  e n ough  t o
hand l e ,  r o l l  i n t o  sma l l  b a l l s  a nd
ro l l  i n  f l a k e  c o coanu t .

Ano t h e r  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s :
Cracke r  Jack s
Hea t  ov en  t o  250
Pop  4  qu a r t s  p opco r n  a dd i ng

NO  s a l t .  P u t  o n  a  l a rg e  me t a l
b a k i n g  p a n .  P o u r  o n  1  o r  mo r e
cup s  s a l t e d  p e anu t s .  S e t  a s i d e .

I n t o  a  med i um  s auc e  p an  pu t :
1  C  L i gh t  B rown  Suga r
1  Cube  Ma rga r i n e
½  C  Wh i t e  Co rn  Sy rup
½  t s p .  S a l t
S t i r  a nd  b r i ng  t o  a  bo i l .  Bo i l

5  m i n u t e s .  R emove  f r om  h e a t
and  add :  

1  t s p .  Soda
1  t s p .  Van i l l a
S t i r  a n d  p o u r  o v e r  c o r n  a n d

nu t s .  H and l e  t h i s  m i x t u r e  c a r e -
f u l l y  a s  i t  w i l l  b e  v e r y  ho t .  Bake
f o r  1  h o u r ,  s t i r r i n g  e v e r y  1 5
m inu t e s .

Coo l .  S t o r e  i n  a i r t i g h t  c o n -
t a i n e r s  s u ch  a s  g l a s s  j a r s .

S h e  s a y s  t h e  p a n  w i l l  c ome
c l e a n  b y  a d d i n g  wa t e r  a n d  b o i l -
i ng  i t .

When  you  c an ’ t  f i n d  a  r e c i p e
t h a t  y o u  wan t ,  wh e r e  d o  y o u
l ook  f o r  i t ?  I  h ave  a l l  my  Mom’s
c a r d s  a nd  s ev e r a l  c ookbook s ,  i n -
c l u d i n g  Good  Hou s e k e e p i n g ,
P i l l s b u r y a nd  a  Be t t e r  Home s
and  Ga rd e n s t h a t  l o o k s  l i k e  i t
h a s  b e e n  t h r o ugh  t h e  m i l l .  And
t h e n  t h e r e  i s  t h e  I n t e r n e t ;  t h e r e
a r e  t h o u s a nd s  o f  r e c i p e s  t h e r e .
Bu t  my  two  f a v o r i t e s  a r e  t h e
“ h omemade  o n e s . ”  T h e y  a r e  a
b ook  o f  r e c i p e s  p u t  t o g e t h e r  b y
t h e  Gu i l d s  o f  Va l l e y  Ch i l d r e n ’s
Ho s p i t a l  a n d  my  a b s o l u t e  f a -
vo r i t e  i s  o n e  pu t  t o g e t h e r  by  t h e
women  o f  a  c h u r c h  I  a t t e n d e d
s ev e r a l  y e a r s  a go .  So  i f  y ou  b e -
l ong  t o  a  c hu r ch  o r  o rg an i z a t i on
t h a t  h a s  p r i n t e d  a  r e c i p e  b o ok
f rom t he i r  membe r s  I  u rge  you  t o
g e t  o n e  a s  y o u  k n ow  t h e s e  p e o -
p l e  who  dona t ed  t h e  r e c i p e ,  a nd
may  h ave  e v en  e a t e n  t h e  d i s h .

Aun t  A lma  wa s  b o r n  a n d
r a i s e d  o n  a  l i t t l e  f a rm  i n  Chow-
ch i l l a  ( a s  we r e  a  l o t  o f  u s  D r i n -
n en s  a nd  B r i n e r s ) .  She  qu i t  h i gh
schoo l  t o  ma r ry  Unc l e  C lyde  ( t he
o n l y  p e r s o n  I  e v e r  l e t  g e t  away
w i t h  c a l l i n g  me  J e an i e )  a nd  t h ey
l i v e d  a  l o n g  ma r r i e d  l i f e .  T h e y
had  two  c h i l d r e n ,  a nd  f r om  t h a t
u n i o n  s h e  l e f t  t h i s  wo r l d  w i t h
o od l e s  a n d  o o d l e s  o f  g r a n d c h i l -
d r e n ,  g r e a t  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a n d
even  s ome  g r e a t - g r e a t  g r andch i l -
d r en .  Aun t  A lma  p a s s ed  away  i n
Augu s t  a t  9 4  y e a r s  o l d ,  s o  t h i s
a r t i c l e  i s  d ed i c a t e d  t o  h e r.

RECIPES cont. from P. 8
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Kristin Knobloch is now at the Beauty Club Salon & Spa
located in the Maywood Center next to Atzlan.

For more details regarding the SPECIALS
call me at 645-6565. See you soon!

Here are some of my specials to welcome you to the salon:
$10 Tuesdays - Men/Boys Haircuts • Waxing - $5 OFF

FALL SPECIAL - Book any color service and get FREE haircut
to ALL RETURNING CLIENTS: $10 OFF SERVICE

Last month the Ranchos Independ-
ent inadvertently listed Now & Again
Thrift & Gift Shop, located at 37184 Ave.
12, as having operating hours from 1:30

p.m. - 5 p.m. on Wednesdays and Fri-
days. They are actually open from 10:30
a.m. - 5 p.m. If you have any questions
you can call Now & Again Thrift & Gift
Shop at 645-0013.

Over the summer, a
group of Liberty High
School students past and
present, traveled to Omaha
Beach and the American
Cemetery in Normandy. The
group was led by Liberty
High Arts teacher Jason
Napier. Before departing,
students were reminded of
the events of the D-Day
landing invasion on June 6,
1944. Also on tour, history
teacher Todd Welch helped
by searching the internet for
information regarding sol-
diers from Madera County
who were enlisted, died and
had been buried at the Cemetery.

With these names, the student travel-
ers were able to find each grave marker

and create a rubbing to bring
home to Madera Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Post 1981. The
names that were located were:
PFC William D. Edwards,
PFC Samuel L. Murray, Pri-
vate Eldon W. Neal, PFC Joe
M. Martinez, PFC Frank E.
Poston, Sergeant Jack A. Wie-
gand, Corporal Sheldon M.
Shaubach, PFC Leonard F.
Gann, PFC Clifford V. Jump,
Private Clarence E. Black, Jr.,
Private Peter G. Contreras,
Tech. Joe J. Perry and Ser-
geant John W. Price.

This is Jason Napier’s
fifth trip abroad with approx-

imately 100 students making their way to
see Europe’s art and culture. It was the
first trip to the Normandy Region.

Pictured with the rub-
bings are Liberty High stu-
dents Annie Erickson,
Josiah Richard, Kinsey
Carlson and Juliana Liuba. 

LHS Students Invade Normandy

CORRECTION
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necessary, and if they cont inue to
offend, I would increase the incre-
ments of t ime the car remains me-
chanica l ly use less for up to e ight
hour s , so I may then ge t un in te r-
rup ted s l eep . No permanen t dam-
age would be done to the vehic le ,
and one would hope , through clas -
s i c cond i t ion ing , tha t the pe rpe-
t r a to r s wou ld ge t the h in t : b l a s t
your music a t inappropr ia te hours
and now you are wa lk ing home .
Seems l ike the perfec t punishment
to f i t t he c r ime to me . Anyone
know where I can procure such a
dev ice , because I have one such
ind iv idua l on my block tha t has
made a n igh t ly hab i t o f th i s be -
hav io r, and th i s cons i s t en t s l eep
depr iva t ion has made me grumpy.

I don’t b l ame the mus ic , a l -
though I am not a fan of th i s
jerk’s audi tory preference; i t ’s the

dec ibe l leve l a t which he f inds i t
necessary to enjoy his music , and
the hour a t wh ich he chooses to
showcase h i s ca r s t e reo vo lume
capabi l i t i es tha t offends me. How
abou t a l i t t l e common decency, a
l i t t l e respec t for your fe l low ci t i -
zens? The peop le tha t have to
work the nex t day now ge t to go
in to work a l i t t l e ex t r a - t i r ed to -
mor row; ch i ld ren ge t to go to
schoo l a l i t t l e l e s s - r e s t ed a l l be -
cause you couldn’t de ign to lower
the volume and give the rest of the
wor ld the same break fo r which
your ea rd rums are no doub t c ry -
ing . You’ve heard the old say ing ,
“… the r igh t to swing your f i s t
ends a t the t ip o f the o the r pe r-
son’s nose …” wel l the r igh t to
l i s t en to your mus ic ends when a
s l eep ing ne ighbor can mis t ake i t
for an ear thquake . Get a c lue , ge t
some respec t , and fo r Heaven’s
sake , TURN IT DOWN!

4H is on the Move

This past month has been filled
with fun and excitement for the
Sierra Shadows 4-H club.

Our Project Updates
The rabbit project has been hav-

ing some great meetings. They are
working on showmanship and the
anatomy of a rabbit in preparation
for the Small An-
imals Expo • The
community pride
project is prepar-
ing 20 fleece
blankets which
will be com-
pleted at the next
community club
meeting. The blankets will be a com-
munity service project for the Sierra
Shadows 4-H club. The club will be
donating 20 blankets to the Madera
County Victim Services agency • The
cooking project has made some great
foods. At one of their meetings they
made fresh french fries, sloppy joes
and milkshakes without using a
blender • The arts and crafts project
learned about different artists, tech-
nical terms and then the group made
a picture where all the members par-
ticipated • Our wildlife project is
planning a visit to the Cat Haven •
Our sewing project members are
making great strides with two visits

to Joann's for material. They have
made some baby blankets and are in
the process of making their flannel
jammies • The public speaking proj-
ect is jumping into its project with
both feet! We will have six presenta-
tions and one demonstration to pres-
ent at our January and February
Community Club meeting • Our
sheep, beef and swine projects are
taking a short break until it is time to
purchase animals for the Chowchilla
Fair.

Congratulation to Nathan Doyle
and Deme Marical, they both re-
ceived medals at the Horse Expo.

Achievement Night/Officer In-
stallation was held on Oct. 10 at the
VFW Hall in Madera. Officers were

installed to their
club positions
and members re-
ceived special
r e c o g n i t i o n
awards. Several
Sierra Shadows
4-H members
celebrated Na-

tional 4-H week during the week of
October 7-13. Each member of the
Community Pride group mailed out
several "thank you" notes to 4-H
sponsors during that week.

The Sierra Shadows 4-H club is
preparing for its annual Christmas
party on Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. at Sierra
View Elementary. Members will par-
ticipate in an ornament/gift exchange
while they enjoy a pot-luck dinner.

Youth between the ages of 9 to
18 years old may join 4-H. The
Sierra Shadows 4-H club leader is
Terri Fernandez, who can be reached
at 645-4836 or at trrfernandez
@yahoo.com.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Gotbrokenscreens?MaderaGlass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair.

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

Congratulation to Nathan
Doyle and Deme Marical, they
both received medals at the Horse
Expo.
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Click on “Local News” at

TO ADVERT ISE
TODAY

CALL 645 -0634

The Ranchos
Independen t

c l ass i f i ed ra tes
a re crazy cheap .
On l y $ 10 fo r each

25 words .

Paint ing Services - Gerald
Scheff ing & Son Paint ing. 40
years experience. Inter ior & Exte-
rior. Licensed, insured and bonded.
Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.

R e c y c l a b l e s P i c k U p

F R E E R E C Y C L A B L E S
P I C K U P - K I D S 4 R E C Y -
C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p o f
a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s ,
i n c l u d i n g p a p e r , p l a s t i c s ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . I f y o u h a v e a n y
q u e s t i o n s b e s u r e t o c a l l
D i a n n a a t 9 9 9 - 6 8 3 2 o r
6 4 5 - 1 0 4 8 . F u n d s s u p p o r t
R a n c h o s ’ S e n i o r s , l i b r a r y ,
s c h o o l s a n d 4 H .

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POST HOLES - Tr ee s - Tr ench -
i ng - C l ean Up . TRACTOR
WORK Disc i ng - Ro to t i l l i ng -
Mowing - Sc r ap ing - S tump
Gr ind ing - Ro l l - o f f B in s . Cal l
John at 908-1066 or Neal at 645-
1200 or 285-8211 .

Tractor Work - House Pods, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work

and underground utilities installed. Call
559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out. Screen,
track and sills included. Remove hard
water stain on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - Ta i l o r i n g ,
r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s . F a s t
s e r v i c e . NEW ADDRE S S &
PHONE NUMBER : 3 6 0 2 7
Ru t h Av e . C a l l 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

N e w c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e m o d e l s ,
r o o m a d d i t i o n s , b a r n s a n d
p a t i o s . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6
o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

C h i m n e y S w e e p

P a u l a n d S o n t h e C h i m n e y
S w e e p G u y s - 2 0 y e a r s e x p e -
r i e n c e . Wo o d s t o v e i n s e r t s
a n d f i r e p l a c e s . A l s o c l e a n
d r y e r v e n t s . R EM EMB E R
T H I N K S A F E T Y- B U R N
S A F E LY ! C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 0 8 -
9 3 3 2 .

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a r e

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y - " D r i e s i n
m i n u t e s , n o t h o u r s . " C a r -
p e t , u p h o l s t e r y , t i l e / g r o u t
c l e a n i n g a n d s e a l i n g , a g g r e -
g a t e , s t o n e , a u t o , b o a t a n d
R . V. i n t e r i o r s . B B B a n d
G o l d e n Va l l e y C h a m b e r
m e m b e r . C a l l B r u c e t o d a y
f o r a f r e e e s t i m a t e . 5 5 9 -
6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

F o r R e n t

House for rent - 3 Bd/2Bth - Local
schools - Rent $950.Call 706-0301.Agent

For rent -Available Jan. 01, 2013 -Office
space at 36733Ave. 12. $375. per mo. Util-
ities included. Call 805-570-1797.

For Rent - House at HWY 41 & Ave. 14
1/2 - 3 Bd/2 Bth - 1800 sq. ft. Hardwood
floors throughout. On one acre. $1400. per
mo. Call 908-4289.

F o r S a l e

For Sale - Firewood - Dry seasoned fire-
wood for sale by the bin.Will Deliver.Call
559-259-7122 or 559-645-5523.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all
year long. Experience, responsible,
honest. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Housecleaning - Get ready for the
Holidays! Get your house, yard and
windows in order. Give us a call for
a free estimate. Call Linda at 559-
645-0308 or Staci at 559-458-3248.

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - 4 0 y e a r s
o f e x p e r i e n c e . L i c e n s e d .
F r a n k Kr ame r Ex t e r i o r s . L i c .
# 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l 6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .
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www.The Ranchos.com

Real Estate Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 11/12

ARanchos resident for over 30 years, I am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 • DRE#: 01323109 11/12

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ®

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063 11

/1
2

Real Estate is coming back ...
are YOU ready?

Tom Williams • 675-5917
Century 21 M&M and Assoc. • cell: 244-9695 • Twilliams@c21mm.com

If you’ve been waiting to list your home, NOW is
the time. We have more buyers than sellers and
interest rates are at record lows.

“I specialize in short sales, finding lenders for
fixing credit and am a Ranchos resident.”

After retiring from law enforcement, I’m STILL here to serve you • Realtor Lic. #01920188

11
/1
2

11
/1
2

To Advertise
in the

RRaanncchhooss
IInnddeeppeennddeenntt
645-0634call

11/12

“A goal without a plan is a wish.”
If you need help making

that plan, give me a call for all
of your Real Estate needs.

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@LizKuchinski.com • www.LizSellingHomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

11/12
LIZ KUCHINSKI, CDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson
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repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Click on “Local News” at 

VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH
& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair
(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

• Team Program

• Kinder Gym

• Tumble Tots

• Adult Boot Camp

• Birthday Parties

• Open Gym

• Field Trips

• Cheer

www.verduzcoselitegym.com

Producing the finest athletes in the world!

559-447-1609

• Clean Up
• Monthly Service

call forFREE ESTIMATE!

Mitchell L. Vick
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

559-456-3129
mlvconst@comcast.net    fax 559-453-2599

Lic. #563698
• Custom Homes • Concrete •
• Remodeling • Additions •  

Now & Again
Thrift & Gift Shop

3377118844    AAvvee..  1122    ##110044

664455--00001133

Come find your treasures

(next to Pizza Factory)

Tu-We-Fr 10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Th 12:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. / Sa 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

closed Sunday & Monday

CALIFORNIA

288-9521

MERCEDES & B.M.W.
REPAIR SERVICE

40101 Ave. 10
Madera

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

(559) 645-0634  
The Ranchos Independent

WHAT CAN YOU
GET FOR $25?
How about 12,000

Ranchos residents each
month who look at

Business Directory ads?
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Business Directory

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Restless Rams and Ewes might want to let others finish a current
project while they start something new. But if you do, you could risk losing out on a future
opportunity.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) The Bovine's creative forces start revving up as you plan for the
upcoming holidays. Some practical aspects also emerge, especially where money is involved.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Moments of doubt disrupt your otherwise clear sense of purpose.
Don't ignore them. They could be telling you not to rush into anything until you know more about
it.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A planned trip might have to be delayed. Plan to use this new free
time to update your skills and your resume so you'll be ready when a new job opportunity opens

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A flood of holiday party bids from business contacts allows you to mix
work and pleasure. Your knowledge plus your Leonine charm wins you a new slew of admirers

VIRGO (Augus t 23 to Sep t ember 22 ) An unexpected act by a colleague complicates an
agreement, causing delays in implementing it. Check out the motive for this move: It's not what you
might suspect.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You might want to cut ties with an ingrate who
seems to have forgotten your past generosity. But there might be a reason for this behavior that you
should know about. Ask.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Be careful not to set things in stone. Much could
happen over the next several days that will make you rethink some decisions and maybe change
them.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your plans to help provide holiday cheer
for the less fortunate inspire others to follow your generous example. Expect welcome news by week's
end.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You're in your glory as you start planning for the
holiday season ahead. But leave time to deal with a problem that needs a quick and fair resolution.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) The upcoming holiday season provides a perfect
setting for strengthening relationships with kin and others. A new contact has important information.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Instead of fretting over a cutting remark by a co-worker,
chalk it up to an outburst of envy of your well-respected status among both your colleagues and
superiors.

(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.

You instinctively know when to be serious and when to
be humorous -- attributes everyone finds endearing.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

www.The Ranchos.com

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver

Jackie Jones
559-240-3556

559-232-1352
or

call
Specializing in Livestock

• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

Service • Supplies • Repair

FREE ONLINE  DELIVERY

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 10AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

559-840-0519

we are a full-service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around

your home or business

LOCALLY OWNED!
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1. LANGUAGE: Variety magazine coined
the term "oater" to describe what kind of
entertainment?
2. MATH:What is theArabic equivalent of
the Roman numeral LXXX?
3. STYLE: What is the function of
furniture called an etagere?
4. FOOD: What is the chief ingredient in
caponata?
5. MEASUREMENTS: What did the
Binet-Simon Scale measure?
6. GEOGRAPHY: On which continent is
the country of Paraguay located?
7. MEDICINE: What is digitalis used to
treat?
8. ENTERTAINMENT: Which humorist
created the fictional town of Lake
Wobegon?
9. GENERALKNOWLEDGE:What is an
aqueduct?
10. LITERATURE: Who wrote the novel
"The Portrait of a Lady"?

1.AWesternfilm
2.80
3.It'sastandwithopenshelvesfordisplay
4.Eggplant
5.Intelligence
6.SouthAmerica
7.Congestiveheartfailure
8.GarrisonKeillor
9.Anartificialchanneltobringwatertoa
town

10.HenryJames

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on “Local News” at
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SSuuppeerr Crossword

www.The Ranchos.com



SEMCU’s December Regular Meeting
has been Rescheduled!

Monday, January 21 at 6:30 p.m. • Ranchos Pizza Factory

Happy Holidays!
We wish you MORE water

11
/1

2


