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Gelting the Sun to Pay Some Golden Valley Bills
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. ernade Del Chiar, fourth from rigt, from Envionet Calfrnia, honored |
~ Golden Valley Unified School district and its partners, Terra Verde Renewable &
Partners and Cupertino Electric, for their use of solar panels.
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From left are Dave Baughman, Manager of Maintenance, Operations, and Transportation; Mike Kelly, Trustee; Brian Freeman, Trustee; Mark Toole, GVUSD President;
Kris Fabing, Cupertino Electric; Bernadette Del Chiaro, Director, Clean Energy and Global Warming Programs Environment California & Environment California

= Research & Policy Center; Andy Alvarado, GVUSD Superintendent; Dr. Rick Brown, Terra Verde Renewable Partners; and Kathleen Crumpton, Trustee.
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Social Media in the Ranchos

By Christi McKinney

There’s no way to escape it: social
media is big, so big that it has the power
of making or breaking not only an or-
ganization but an individual as well. In
this day and age, every move we make
can be documented by anyone carrying
a cell phone and can be Tweeted or
posted to Facebook for everyone’s view-
ing pleasure. Despite objections from
privacy advocates, it’s also not uncom-
mon for potential employers to view a
prospective employee’s Facebook page
before offering him or her a job.

Be it good or be it bad, we need to
realize the importance of creating our
own personal brand — the first glimpse
people see when they’re forming an
opinion of us or our business. Here is a
short list of Facebook sites dedicated to
the Madera Ranchos and examples of
the type of things posted on each Face-
book page:

Keeping the Ranchos Safe — Theft,
vandalism, break-ins or suspicious ac-
tivity.

What’s up in the Ranchos — Special
events, fund raisers, performances.

Madera Ranchos — Restaurant and
Coffee Shop specials, scores for the
home team, etc.

Madera Ranchos Bulletin Board —
Yard Sales, missing pets, anything you’d
normally pin on a bulletin board.

Madera Ranchos Photos — Photos
taken in the Madera Ranchos.

The Ranchos Independent — News,
feature stories.

Social Media’s Power

The power of social media is at
work here in the Ranchos in both big and
small ways. Gone are the days of neigh-
bors talking over the fence. These sites
have been the reason many lost dogs and
cats have been found, some more than
once. Some dogs are known to be escape
artists in the community and have got-
ten out and been found several times.

“Oh there’s Scooter’s picture again.
Let’s call to see how far he got this
time.”

There is even the tale of the run-
away turtle that has been lost and found
twice.

Yard Sales and Estate Sales are an-
nounced on Facebook sites and when
specific items are listed offers to buy
often come in before the sale even takes
place. When schools or teams are selling
tickets or are raising funds a well-placed

announcement on Facebook can make a huge
difference. When Girl Scout cookies are being
sold, orders can be place via Facebook and
they may even deliver your order to you.

Restaurants and coffee shops can post
their menus or their daily specials complete
with pictures or they might even offer specials
to people who say they saw it on Facebook.
Bars and wineries can announce who the en-
tertainment is going to be on any given day.

If you see a suspicious car casing the
neighborhood you can put your entire com-
munity on alert. If a souped-up,1980s grey
Mustang is racing down your street doing at
least 90 m.p.h. every day, at the same time
every day, you can put him on notice here or
maybe make his parents aware of the problem.
Or you can try to call the Sheriff’s office. They
may come out if you’re reporting that your
garage has been broken into or your gas has
been siphoned out of your car in your drive-
way. A deputy may come out to take a report
but more commonly these days they may just
take a report over the phone.

Arguably the strangest “suspicious activ-
ity” post seen on Facebook was of a woman
in a bikini who showed up at people’s front
doors to see if they had a pool and if she could
go for a quick swim. Nobody knows who this
woman was but it happened several times over
the summer.

Facebook can also work in other wonder-
ful ways. When friends found out that a
Madera Ranchos girl, Lexi Delgado, was in
urgent need of a matching bone marrow donor
and that she’d need to be treated at Stanford
for an extended period, “Operation Love for
Lexi” was quickly launched. Word went out

Please see FACEBOOK on P. 15

By Randy Bailey

The Liberty Hawks Boys’ Varsity
Football team is just one game away
from the title of Central Valley Division
V Champion. They play their champi-
onship game Friday, Nov. 30 at 7 p.m. at
Hawks Stadium at Liberty High School
in the Ranchos against the Corcoran Pan-
thers.

After completing one of the best sea-
sons in school history, the Liberty Hawks
football team was awarded the second
No. 1 seed in school’s history by com-
pleting a 9-1 season and a 4-1 run
through the North Sequoia League. Their
20-14 victory over the Chowchilla Red-
skins on Nov. 2 allowed them to lay
claim to the school’s first North Sequoia
League football title. The only other time
the Hawks have gone through the season
with one loss was 2006 when Liberty
also received a No. 1 seed in Division V.

The Hawks opened the Division V
football playoffs with a first-round bye

Hawks in Championship Game

Just a part of the North Sequoia League Champion Liberty Hawks that are playing for the
Central Valley Division V Championship Friday night, these seniors gathered in the end zone
after a Senior Night 28-0 victory over Kerman on Oct. 26.

Picture courtesy of Tyler Takeda

and then hosted Immanuel on Nov. 16
whom they beat 67-14. Next was Lind-
say on Nov. 23 who also went down to
defeat with a final score of 34-17.

The championship game brings with
it a bit of history. The Hawks have al-
ready played Corcoran earlier this year
on Sept. 21 and beat the Panthers 13-10,
but in 2009 the then 8-5 Hawks ended up
in the playoff game with Corcoran and
lost 28-31. In 2010 Liberty defeated Cor-
coran in the first round of playoffs before
losing to Lindsay and last year Corcoran
had a tough year amassing only a 4-5
record while Liberty, with a 6-7 record,
went all the way to the Division V Cham-
pionship against Fowler in a 21-17 heart-
breaking loss. This year Corcoran brings
a 7-5 record versus Liberty’s 11-1 record.

Liberty High has been playing excit-
ing football all this season. You don’t
want to miss this championship game.
Get there early and dress warm and be
prepared for the possibility of some rain
as well. Football weather!

Madera County “311” Service Puts You in Charge

By Christi McKinney

You may have seen all the new colorful
signs throughout the Madera Ranchos that say
“Madera County 311 At Your Service.” The 311
Service Center is a new service that allows you
to either call 311 from your mobile phone or you
can access the system at www.madco311.com.

This will connect you to the
Madera County 311 Service
Center who accepts the fol-
lowing types of service re-
quests:
Animal Complaints
Animal Licenses
Constituent Issues/ Citi-
zen Complaints
Public Records Request
Road Hazard/Repairs
When you use this service you will re-
ceive a request number, allowing you to track
the status of your request. This also creates a
record of your call or report so that managers
of the 311 Service Center can track response to
all reports coming in. This is very helpful be-
cause if you’ve had experience in contacting

the county to tell them about a huge pothole
or a dead animal in the middle of the road your
call may or may not be addressed as quickly as
possible. In the past we’ve made the call then
assumed it was being handled only to find at
times that you might have to call again and
hope to speak to a different person.

The Madera County 311 Service’s goals
with this new system are to deliver greater cus-
tomer service by:

Improving responsiveness and efficiency

Empowering citizens and increase pro-

ductivity

Personalizing and enhancing delivery

This sounds like a great step forward
for the County of Madera but only if we use
the system and then let each other know
how it’s working.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Golden Valley School District Recognized for Smart Solar Energy Use

The non-profit organization, Environ-
ment California Research and Policy Cen-
ter, released a report that highlighted
GVUSD?’s solar panel project and the pro-
gram’s director, Bernadette Del Chiaro,
honored Superintendent Andy Alvarado with
the release of, “Greening the Bottom Line
2012,” pointing to the district’s plan to go
green with the use of solar power.

“Golden Valley invested in clean energy
solutions to help green up the bottom line,”

Del Chiaro said Friday. “We are releasing a
report to highlight clean energy solutions
within the school districts and other areas.
The district will save $250,000 over five
years and 2.3 millions pounds of carbon
dioxide waste.”

Terra Verde Renewable Partners was the
project manager that teamed with Cupertino
Electric to install the panels, completed in
June. A parking lot canopy solar project that
will add 1.2 megawatts for the district was

also completed.

Nearly 4,000 solar photovoltaic panels
were installed, creating approximately 1.7
million-kilowatt hours of electricity annually
which will account for more than 80 percent
of total electricity consumption.

With the energy prices on the rise and state
education dollars on the decline, Alvarado wanted
to maintain the bottom line with energy prices.
With financing from the California Energy Com-
mission and school district bonds, the annual cost

of electricity will not rise for the district.

“Our annual cost of electricity will be
no greater than what we paid for last year be-
fore we converted to solar,” Alvarado said.

“Terra Verde has found that school dis-
tricts like Golden Valley are getting crushed by
increasing energy prices and that taking control
of these costs through energy efficiency pro-
grams and solar is one way to move money
back into the classroom,” said Dr. Rick Brown,
president of Terra erde Renewable Partners.

Premium Quality

WOOD STOVE PELLETS

$275 per fon

when you buy a fon or more

Diamond

i Dog Food
S3 OFF

Beef & Rice 40 Ib. bag

I (with this coupon)

11/12

www. The Ranchos.com

3V Feed & Garden Supply is your premier supplier of
Alfa-Alfa, Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Timothy Hay,
Wheat Hay, Sudan Grass, Straw and others!

Alfalfa (no quantity limit - we also sell heavy bales) «eeeeeeeeeeeee $1 2.99 per bale
SUAAN Grass (and up) eeeesseessssesssssssssssssssssssssnssssnncesss 910.45 per bale
Oat Hay (various qualities) s.eeessesssscsssssssssssassssassssascsnsss 910.75 per bale
Wheat HAay (heavy) .ccceeeeecssneecssnneesssnsesssassessansssssnsesses $12.99 per bale

T Timothy Hay (Oregon top quality) cecessecssnsecssanscssanncccsess $16.99 per bale

I Orchard Grass (Oregon top quality) veceesseessssssssasecssaneees 318.99 per bale
I Wheat STraW .......ccceieneicnnnennisnsnsnnsssssssssssesasenesess 95.45 per bale

(All hay prices subject to change)

All propane bottles welcome * ST10 min.
RVs and Motrorhomes welcome
“Quality & Customer Service is Our Motto?’”’

KING SENIOR DELIGHT :

Senior Horse Feed w/G&C

$3 OFF

50 Ib./bag (with this coupon)

All

FLY MASKS
30% OFF

Selected Sizes

STOCK TANKS

20% OFF

all prices exp. 12/21/12
except where noted and
are subject to change
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No Lamenting - Take Action Now

By Don Jans

This is not a time for lamenting or
mourning, but a time for action. We were
promised a fundamental transformation four
years ago. This is the only honest promise that
was made and the only one kept. In order for
this transformation from a capitalistic society
to a “fair and just” classless society to take
place, division of the populace must occur.
Everybody knows the best way to conquer is
to divide. We have seen this administration
and their surrogates perform this to perfection.

Another necessary task was to destroy
the opponent in any way they could. The fact
that the opponent was a good and honest per-
son simply meant the art of deceit and distor-
tion had to be employed to the maximum.
This was done. It was okay to call this oppo-
nentamurderer and a felon. The next task was
to create this divided populace. It was manda-
tory to demonize hard working and honest
business owners as villains. Remember, Marx
told his people that all the problems in society
are because of different classes in society, and
the capitalist class is the source of all prob-
lems. To demonize them is good. The more
division and demonizing the better, even race
against race and sex against sex. The ends al-
ways justify the means. Honor and truth have
no place in the struggle for a “fair and just”
classless society.

It was also necessary to deceive. The
press enabled this deception as to the true eco-
nomic condition of the country as well as the
failings in foreign affairs. The true unemploy-
ment conditions and the true economic con-
ditions of business were intentionally
distorted.

These are facts. If you are of the Marx-
ist/Progressive persuasion, you will justify
them. After all, the ends always justify the

means. If you are of the individual freedom
and self-reliant persuasion, you will cry
“foul.” The fact is the Marxist/Progressives
have always operated in this manner. If you
do not helieve this, study previous elections
and Supreme Court appointment hearings.

Any lamenting over this election is justa
replay of the past. It will do no good and will
just delay any positive action. The first action
that must be taken is to look honestly at what
is happening. The Marxist/Progressives have
a definite agenda. They are very determined to
implement this agenda. It is an agenda to
change the country from a capitalistic eco-
nomic society to a “fair and just” classless so-
ciety. The Marxist/Progressives believe
government reliance of the populace is supe-
rior to self-reliance of the individual. Com-
munity is superior to the individual. This has
never worked, and yet the academic commu-
nity, which leads the Marxist/Progressives,
continues to insist on its implementation.

The public has been educated to believe
in this system. Most people believe the poli-
cies of FDR were good and eventually pro-
duced economic recovery. This is one of the
major deceptions employed by the Marx-
ist/Progressives. The public must be enlight-
ened. Marx knew his policies did not bring
about economic prosperity. He said economic
prosperity was bad because it benefited only
the capitalist, and rather than benefiting the
capitalist, only enough growth to keep up with
population growth should be the goal.

These truths are not just misunderstood
by many good-meaning people on the left, but
also most people on the right. We freedom and
opportunity loving Americans cannot begin to
educate the left, until we are educated as to
how this fundamental transformation really
works. It is always sad to hear good-meaning
people of the right tell me they understand the
Marxist/Progressive agenda. When asked a
simple question, their answer indicates they
do not understand. The freedom loving and
self-reliant-believing population must become

Please see TEAPARTY on P. 11

MOCHAS « SMOOTHIES « LATTES « FRAPPES
CAPPUCCINOS « ESEPRESSO « ICED COFFEE
SUPERIOR DAIRY « PANINI SANDWICHES
DONUTS  OATMEAL « BAGELS & CREAM CHEESE

Join the VIP B-Day Club for a
FREE COFFEE on your B-
Day and a chance to win

FREE COFFEE for a YEAR!
TEXT

( CSPOT )
TO

( 87365 )

11/12

WIN FREE PROPANE!

WIN 250 GALLONS OF PROPANE
NAVE

ADDRESS i

' cnTy SAE 7P
! PHONE

o o o e ]

Drawing fo be held the first week of July, 2013. Delivery must be by August 31, 2013.
Must be a Valley Propane customer.

MAIL TO: Valley Propane ¢ 37221 Ave. 12 #1D
aderqa, CA 93636

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Guest Editorial

By Rich Lowry

Eventually social science works its
way around to confirming eternal verities.
So it is with gratitude.

Anarticle in a psychological journal a
few years ago noted that "throughout his-
tory, religious, theological and philosoph-
ical treatises have viewed gratitude as
integral to well-being." Psychology has re-
cently worked to
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A World of Gifts

good society by all major religions and by
thinkers stretching from Cicero ("Gratitude
is not only the greatest of virtues, but the
parent of all others™) to Oprah ("Whenever
you can't think of something to be grateful
for, remember your breath™).

Gratitude acknowledges our depend-
ence on others and the debt we owe be-
cause of it. Grateful people want, somehow,
to return the favor of their undeserved
windfall. It is a sentiment that, in the jar-
gon, is "pro-social."

quantify the wisdom
of the ages and con-

research has estab-
lished that grateful
people are happier

"Griefs upon griefs! Disappoint-

A raft of recent notwithstanding."

A leading figure in
its study, Michael

firmed --  sure ) ’ McCullough of the
enough - itwas cor- ments upon disappointments. What university of
rect. then? This is a gay, merry world Miami, maintains

that it binds us to
others beyond the
ties of family and of
commercial trans-

John Adams

people. They are
less depressed and less stressed. They are
less likely to envy others and more likely
to want to share. They even sleep better.
As the journal article put it, empirical work
"has suggested gratitude is as strongly cor-
related with well-being as are other posi-
tive traits, and has suggested that this
relationship is causal."

Gratitude constitutes what philoso-
pher David Hume called a "calm passion."
It doesn't have the theatrical potential of
anger and hatred, or courage and sacrifice.
Nonetheless, there's a reason it has been
considered central to the good life and a

TheRanchos
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THE

RAY GUN

SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

“l HAVE
SEEN THE
CONSER-
VATIVE
FUTURE
AND IT
WORKS.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

actions.

Gratitude is at the root of patriotism,
of the impulse to preserve and improve our
patrimony. In a culture that tends to cele-
brate self-glorification, gratitude points us
beyond our own demands and discontents.
Itinclines us to see all around us a world of
gifts.

What did we do to inherit a country
that is free and prosperous? To deserve
Charlie Parker or Mark Twain? To build
the Golden Gate Bridge or the Chrysler
Building? To measure up to the beauties of
the Catholic mass or the Mormon Taber-
nacle Choir? Or simply to prove worthy of
traffic lights and potable water?

Without gratitude, William F. Buckley
Jr. wrote, "We are left with the numbing,
benumbing thought that we owe nothing to
Plato and Aristotle, nothing to the prophets
who wrote the Bible, nothing to the gener-
ations who fought for freedoms activated
in the Bill of Rights." He called for "a re-
birth of gratitude for those who have cared
for us, living and, mostly, dead. The high
moments of our way of life are their gifts to
us."

John Adams captured the grateful atti-
tude when he acknowledged the hardships
of this vale of tears while celebrating it all
the same (if in anachronistic language):
"Griefs upon griefs! Disappointments upon
disappointments. What then? This is a gay,
merry world notwithstanding."

Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.

(c) 2012 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Please Lower It ... or Lose It

For the life of me I will never
understand the appeal of the
pounding and reverberating
sound of an over-amped car
stereo system. It just seems
ridiculous. How can you even
hear the music through the inces-
sant thumping of the bass that
completely drowns out every
other note that the music might
possibly have to offer? What is
worse is when that incessant
thumping can be heard down the
street and around the corner. Is
that necessary? Are you so proud
of someone else’s musical contri-
bution that you find it necessary
to play it on a sound system that
not only completely distorts it,
but raises it to a decibel level

about all the people that may be
trying to sleep, you clearly have
already destroyed your hearing
with years of that unrelenting
drivel spewing from the cabin of
your overpriced stereo on
wheels, and if it isn’t turned up
to maximum level, you can’t
even hear it anymore.

There is no consideration for

that rivals a jet others, ~ you
engine? More want to I|ste_n
importantly, | don’t blame the music, © Yyour music
what makes and you want it

you think that
the rest of us
want to hear
whatever it is
currently rip-
ping through
your eardrums?
Most of us
don’t. We want

although I am not a fan of this
jerk’s auditory preference; it’s
the decibel level at which he
finds it necessary to enjoy his
music, and the hour at which
he chooses to showcase his
car stereo volume capabilities
that offends me. How about a

to be loud and
disturbing;
never mind the
thousands of
other citizens
you encounter
that might not
be a fan of your
style choices,

to be able to
hear our own
car stereo sys-
tem, or our
own television,

zens?

little common decency, a little
respect for your fellow citi-

or a fan of pre-
ventable hear-
ing loss, it’s
your world, ob-
viously - we

even our own
family sitting around the dinner
table without being violated by
the noise vibrating out of your
over-worked speakers. But no,
all of that is drowned out as you
creep through the neighborhood
hoping to make as big a spectacle
of yourself as possible. Mission
accomplished, everyone heard
you, and yes, we all think you
are over-compensating.

What | hate more than sitting
in my living room trying to read
or watch television only to have
my focus interrupted by the loud
pulsating of a bass system that
does nothing for the music being
spewed out of it, is when | am
trying to sleep and that same
creep makes his same pass
through the neighborhood in the
middle of the night. Don’t worry

are all just bor-
rowing space.

And as much as | would like
to call the police and report these
people, by the time | manage to
stumble out of bed from a dead
sleep and get to the window to
get a good look, the car is too far
away to be able to make out the
license plate. Don’t worry — | can
still hear it loud and clear. What
I would like to do is obtain some
sort of device that will shut down
every computerized mechanism
in the car by simply pointing and
pulling the trigger, leaving the
car practically useless for a small
period of time. | would begin by
shutting the offender down for a
half an hour. | would gladly
chase the twit down the street if

Please see GEN WHY on P. 17

Say you saw itin the Ranchos Independent
Click on ““Local News™ at
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Remembering Our \eterans Daily

By Verlaine Elinburg

On November 11, we celebrated Vet-
erans Day. | always thought that Veterans
Day was honoring American servicemen
and women that died in past wars, but that
is the purpose of Memorial Day.

On Veterans Day we honor all the ex-
traordinary troops who served in the
United States armed forces whose deter-
mination, courage and sacrifice have
given us a more secure and peaceful
world. In August 2001, Senate Resolution
143 designated the week of Nov. 11
through 17 as National Veteran Awareness
Week to emphasize the importance of the
need to develop programs to educate our
children about our veterans who have
served our country in war and during
peace.

| had my grandson ask me what Vet-
erans Day was. As grandparents, parents
and teachers we need to get behind our
veterans and share with our children the
contributions that our veterans have given
to our country. We also need to do what
we can for our homeless and disabled vet-
erans. It’s estimated that 20 percent of the
United States homeless population are
veterans. In America today, 33 percent of
all men are veterans and half of them are
Viet Nam veterans. For the upcoming hol-
idays let’s show our appreciation and do
something special for veterans and dis-
abled veterans, and for the rest of the time
you can go to websites like www.Opera-
tionAmped.com to find different ways to
help.

We have a Veterans Hospital in
Fresno and we can make a difference in a

veteran’s life. Our veterans have been
there for us keeping us safe, now it is our
turn to be there for them. Find a charity or
an organization that help our veterans and
volunteer your time which is the most pre-
cious commodity you have.

Upcoming Senior Events

The Senior Center Christmas Bou-
tique & Bake Sale will begin on the first
Saturday in December and will be held on
Dec. 1, 8 and 15 from 8 a.m. to noon and
during the weekdays from 9:30 a.m. to
noon. The baked cakes, cookies, pies, jel-
lies, jams and pickles all make great
Christmas gifts. Several of the Boutique
items make interesting and unique per-
sonal gifts.

Christmas Dinner and Installation of
new officers will be held Monday, Dec. 10
at 6 p.m.

Snow Trip to Reno — Feb. 26-28,
2013. $365 per person. Contact 559-645-
4864.

National Parks — Mt. Rushmore and
Yellowstone Park, Air/Bus 10 days, June
20, 2013. Contact 559-645-5337.

The Community Christmas tree light-
ing, sponsored by the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce, will be at May-
wood Center on Friday, Dec. 7 from 6-
7:30 p.m. Pick up your STAR and
purchase the requested items (or as many
as you can afford — dollar store for some
items, local library for good condition
books) and then leave your items at the
Chamber by December 15. These items
will be inserted into gift bags for our Vet-
erans that will be delivered to the Fresno
VA Hospital on Dec. 17 at 10 a.m.

Letters

Dear Editor:

Thank you for the Aunt Jean’s column
in the Ranchos Independent. Last month |
made the recipe for the “Taco Soup.”

I had eight guests in my home and
served the soup. Everyone here thought the
soup was delicious and each of them asked
for the recipe.

It made a large amount and | had a
serving left so | gave it to my son-in-law,
and he gave it a “thumbs up.”

Thanks again for the well-written col-
umn. Keep them coming. I love to read
them.

Nina Heffington
Chowchilla

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or
someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want
to hear from you. The only rules?
Sign it, be civil or forget about it.

Send your letters to:

email:
ranchosnews@yahoo.com
mail:
The Ranchos Independent
37167 Ave. 12 #5C
Madera, CA 93636

fax;
559-645-4002
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From One Aunt to Another

A few years ago | was talk-
ing to my Aunt (my Mom’s only
sister) and told her I would like
to put Mama’s recipes into a
book. She said to me, “Oh Jean,
be sure to include your Mom’s
Applesauce Cake and the Prune
Cake recipes.”

In going through my Mom’s
recipe cards, | found three Ap-
plesauce Cake recipes — actu-
ally four if 1 included one
titled “A Man’s Favorite” that
takes one cup of apple sauce -
so I’'m going to use the one
from the cards that looks like it
has been used the most. We had
a neighbor named Hazel, so
this might have been from her.

Hazel’s Applesauce Cake
C Shortening
C Sugar
Eggs
C Applesauce
Y% C Flour
tsp. Cinnamon
tsp. Cloves
tsp. Nutmeg
tsp. Baking Soda
C Raisins
C Nuts (optional)

Cream together shortening
and sugar; add eggs one at a
time. When well creamed, add
applesauce. Sift together in a
separate bowl the dry ingredi-
ents. Mix dry ingredients into a

P RPNRFRPFPNMNONDNDDNBRE

creamed mixture until all
mixed. Pour into a 9x13 pan
that has been greased and

floured and bake in preheated
350 oven for about 45 minutes.

This applesauce cake will
have a deeper flavor as it takes
molasses. Sounds good.

Applesauce Raisin Cake

2 % C Flour

1 tsp. Baking Soda

1 tsp. Cinnamon

Y% tsp. Salt

Y% C Butter

1 Large Egg

1 C Molasses

1 C Applesauce

Y% C Raisins

Y% C Chopped Walnuts

Combine flour, soda, salt
and cinnamon. Cut in butter to
resemble coarse crumbs. In an-
other bowl stir together the

by Jean Brirer

egg, molasses and applesauce.
Blend into flour mixture just
until moistened. Stir in raisins
and nuts. Pour into prepared
9x9x2 pan. Bake in preheated
350 oven for 40 to 45 minutes.
Cool in pan.

Mayonnaise Prune Cake

1 C Sugar

1 C Mayonnaise

1 % C Flour

3 T Cocoa Powder

1 tsp. Cinnamon

1 tsp. Baking Soda

1/2 tsp. Salt

1 C Chopped Prunes

2/3 C Prune Juice

1 C Chopped Nuts

Cream together the sugar
and mayonnaise in a large mix-
ing bowl. In separate bowl sift
together flour, cocoa, cinna-
mon, baking soda and salt. Add
to sugar mixture making sure
everything is mixed well. Add
prunes, prune juice and nuts.
Pour into a prepared 8 x 12
pan. Bake in preheated 350
oven for 40 minutes.

None of these cakes call for
frosting. If you prefer frosting,
a simple powdered sugar/cream
cheese one could be used, or if
you prefer just a glaze, mix
some powdered sugar and lig-
uid (either milk or orange or
lemon juice) and pour on the
warm cake.

In going through my Mom’s
recipe cards | found some that
Aunt Alma had sent her. The
first one I am going to use
says, “These make delicious
Christmas cookies.”

Fry Pan Cookies

1 Cube Butter or Margarine
C Chopped Dates
tsp. Vanilla
C Chopped Nuts
C Sugar
Eggs well beaten

4 o0z. Maraschino Cherries
(optional)

N N

Please see RECIPE on P. 16

Look Good and Feel Great
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« Nutritional

Ci ling &

Venu noisded  LOSE WEIGHT |WE K$'}'OW LOW CARBS!
0 AND (NCHES TOO| 20 oFF
+ Diet Injection st visit only

. | DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are \Very _ OPEN: Monday - Friday
= 224-6744

Affordable” 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM
4844 N. First, #101  Fresno, CA 93726  Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Sago Rey

Palm Plantationl

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.
We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

call Tom and Maria at

5549-268-6650

11/12 3535 S. Temperance ¢ Fresno « www.sagorey.com

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

559-645-5320

www.ranchosdental.net

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!
36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

Assolid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying « Civil Engineering * Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

« Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
* Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey

« Reconfigure your property lines with a |ot line adjustment

* Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

« Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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Say you saw itin the R anchos Independent

Click on ““Local News’ at



If you need more space ...

‘Wood Bunkbeds ‘Wood  Loft Beds Murphy Beds

Thee Woodshop is here to help!

Custom Made * Solid Wood ] I
Lifetime Guarantee I F REE ' I

FEmpaitos - Fitahouses - Dorm Roome. 1 v
ampsites . I
oAb 350 755 |ESTIMATES and DELIVERY

www.1800BunkBed.com/cal4 P -
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Of VVoting Results and Holiday Joy

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,

| am setting in front of the TV and
watching the election returns come in. |
have voted in every election since | was
21 years old. When | grew up you had to
be 21 years old to vote. Since | am 82
years old that means that | have been vot-
ing for 61 years. The demography of the
country has changed dramatically since
my first vote in a presidential election.
Women were expected that they would
vote as their father voted and when they
married the way that their husband voted.
Woman were not supposed to be intelli-
gent enough to figure out whom or what
vote would be the best for women as a
whole. This always rubbed me the wrong
way. Social issues are important to most
women. Men don’t like tough women
since men like to be in charge. | hope that
I live long enough to see a woman in the
White House. Hey guys, 50 percent of
the population are women. Women have
been considered a minority just as
Blacks, Asian and Hispanics when vot-
ing is counted. It appears that at this elec-
tion the minority stepped up and was
heard.

How can we the people change the
huge amount of money that is spent on a
political campaign? It is a crime that pres-
idential candidates have to spend so much
money to get elected. When people are
hurting from storms, unemployment and
losing their homes, it seems like such a
waste of so much money. There must be a
better way to solve the many problems
that the U.S.A. faces. | believe in Amer-
ica and | believe in the right to vote.

Even though the Presidential election
is over, here in the Golden Valley Unified
School District there are still questions
about the five trustee areas. In my last ar-
ticle | talked about how our school dis-
trict had been divided into five trustee

areas. The school district office provided
me with a colored map with numbers
given to each trustee area. | finally know
that | am in trustee area number 2 which
is Kathleen Crumpton’s trustee area.
Mona Diaz is number 1 trustee area,
Kathleen is trustee area 2, Mike Kelly is
in trustee area 3 and will keep his seat on
the board. Brian Freeman is in trustee
area 4 and | just found out that Steven
Lewis won the election for trustee area 5.
I have been told that the school district
was divided so that each trustee area had
about the same amount of registered vot-
ers. | will have to wait for two years to
see if Kathleen Crumpton is on my bal-
lot. | found out when | ran for a trustee
spot on Golden Valley Unified School
Board that even though the numbers
show that you have won the election you
still have to wait for 28 days before the
election numbers are legal. During these
28 days the election board is counting all
the absentee ballots and making sure that
the official count for each person on the
ballot is correct. It will be during the first
week of December before Steven Lewis
and Mike Kelly will be officially installed
as members of the Golden Valley Unified
School Board.

Everyone seems to be gearing up for
the holidays. You can feel it in the air.
The Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce thanks the Ranchos/Hills Seniors
for hosting their Nov. 7 mixer at the Sen-
ior Center. There was a good turnout of
local business owners. We all enjoyed the
good food brought by the members and
the prizes that are always part of a mixer.
I actually won one of the prizes.

The next weekend will be Saturday,
Dec. 1 and the Ranchos/Hills Seniors’
monthly sale and the opening of the first
Seniors’ Christmas Boutique. The Christ-
mas Boutique will be open the first three
Saturdays in December from 8 a.m. to
Noon. We hope to see you there. Be care-
ful and have a wonderful holiday season.

call

GROOMING - GROOMING - GROOMING -

645-PETS

GROOMING - GROOMING - GROOMING

www. The Ranchos.com

to make your grooming appointments now

37221 Ave. 12 #1C

in the Maywood Center in the Madera Ranchos 11/12
ONINOOHI - ININOOHD - ININOOHD - ININOOHD - ININOOHD - ONINOOHD

- GROOMING - GROOMING
ONINOOHD - ONINOOHD
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I’m Not Organized ... Yet!

I don't play the bass guitar ... yet! A few
weeks ago that sentence would have read, "I
don't play the bass guitar." It wasn't that | did-
n'twant to, it's been my dream since Jr. High,
but | needed a series of events to make that
change.

So, what do you not do ... yet? It may be
speaking a different language, yoga, scrap-
booking, golf, etc.

self a deadline and ask someone to check up
on your progress. At one of my speaking
events a woman shared that she and a friend
text "before™ pictures to each other of an area
they're going to organize. After a specified
amount of time, they text each other the
"after" shot. Great accountability!

4. Jam with friends. My friend Julie,
who in recent years took up the drums, said,
"Let's jam," and gave me a song to work on.
Another friend Frayda, of the musically
gifted Bluestein family, chimed in and said
she'd join us on the electric guitar. The
thought of "jamming" with my friends was a
great jump start for me. Consider making
your organizing project a family affair, or find
a friend to help. My sister and | give each
other a Lunch 'n Labor gift each birthday. The
birthday girl gets to pick a project that she
would rather not do alone. We work on it to-
gether and treat ourselves to lunch.

5. Obtain the proper tools. An electric
bass without an amplifier is not much good.

Fortunately | al-

Or maybe, since
you're reading this
article, it has to do
with  organizing.

happen to have
some tips from my to help.
guitar  experience
that can help you

The thought of "jamming" with
my friends was a great jump start for
Lucky for you I just me. Consider making your organizing
project a family affair, or find a friend

ready had one, but
I'll need to purchase
a case. Having the
right  organizing
products can help
tremendously. But
before running out
to purchase them,
take stock of what

achieve your organ-
izing, and other goals.

1. Know what your goal is. | didn't want
to play just any stringed instrument. | wanted
to play the bass. Identify and define a specific
organizing goal.

2. Acquire support. While strolling
through the SEMCU Community Swap Meet
I found a bass guitar for sale. A local musi-
cian was walking by, so | grabbed him for his
advice. | never would have made the purchase
without my husband and him saying, "Go for
it!" Find a friend, family member, or col-
league who thinks your organizing goal is a
great idea and will cheer you on.

3. Make yourself accountable. Posting
my purchase on Facebook made me feel
more accountable to do something with it.
Write down your next action step, give your-

you have or what
might become available as you de-clutter.

6. Seek good instruction. | bought the
Hal Leonard Bass book and DVD, but | think
it's going to take the commitment of lessons
with a professional to keep me on task. | see
many clients with a plethora of organizing
books. If it works for you to read and apply-
- great! Another option is to attend my or-
ganizing classes or schedule a session and let
me help you get moving toward your goal.

You can contact Brenda McElroy to have
questions answered at Organized by Choice (be-
cause things dont always fall into place) at PO.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, or you can email
her at info@organizedbychoice.com, visit her
website www.organizedbychoice.com or she can
be reached by phone at 559-871-3314.

The 12 Days of Christmas
at Haney Chiropractic

Every day Haney Chiropractic is
open between now and December 21,
enter to win a fabulous Christmas present.
It’s our gift to you. Merry Christmas!

Call for Details

2 36734 AVE. 12 - 660-5262

Tailoring. Alterations
and Repairs

Over 40 Years of Experience = Leathers and Much More!

Madlin's Alterations

b4a-4a83

26027 Ruth Ave. MWE’VE
Madera Ranchos

vy,

OPEN EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK EXCEPT SUNDAY

Beautiful gifts and decorations for the Holiday Season.

Breakfast with Santa is only $7 per ticket for breakfast
and a picture with Santa (must be purchased in advance).

Vendor space is available « Gall 645-4016 for info

Proceeds to support Rachel & Becca Blacks’ mission trip to Singapore.

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com
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Click on ““Local News™ at



Family Hair Care for Men e Women ¢ Children
Open Mon - Thur 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. * Fri 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Walk-Ins are Always Welcome!

ot SoOFF

REGULAR $14 GET A
HAIRCUTS HAIRCUT!

expires 1/20/13

L LV 4

14974 HWY 41 at Ave. 15 » 5569-822-CUTS or 559-822-2881

Say you saw it in

the Ranchos Independent

.com o "gnall info@acts176.com

‘www. The Ranchos.com

Events

¢ ' Chrlstmas

TEA PARTY cont. from P. 4

truly enlightened. The Marxist/Progressives are
winning. This trend will not be reversed until
positive action is taken by freedom, self-re-
liant-believing Americans. Take the first step;
become enlightened.

Don Jans is the author of My Grandchil-
dren’s America: Will it still be the land of the
free and the home of the brave? His website is
located at www.mygrandchildrens america
.com.

A Note from Sandy Forbes

During this dismal November 2012 elec-
tion, our country lost a battle but not the war. It
is uncertain the election was won fairly since
many things do not add up. This deceit is ex-
tremely hard to prove since it was planned. The
fox IS in the henhouse. America’s future in the
next four years will be bleak and a continued
struggle.

However, now the holidays are upon us
and it is time to enjoy family and friends and
make plans for the future to keep our loved ones
protected and provided for as best we can man-
age. We (the Tea Party) will certainly NOT give
up the fight to save America from the current
destructive path upon which she has been
placed. But for now, indulge in some quality
time with the ones you love. We thank everyone

WORSHIP FULLY SPEND LESS

GIVE MORE

ADVENT CONSPIRAC
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for your support.
Season’s Greetings to you, your family and
friends.

Madera Chapter Tea Party Meetings

The November meeting presented guest
speaker Devone Boggan, Director of Neighbor-
hood Safety from Richmond, Calif. Boggan in-
troduced the City of Richmond’s Gang
Intervention/Neighborhood Safety Program.

Meetings are held on the third Monday of
each month at 6 p.m. at VFW Hall, 2026 Granada
Drive, Madera.

For our meeting on Dec. 17 we are pleased
to host Kristin Olsen, a State Assemblywoman,
re-elected to the 25th District in the California
State Assembly. Kristin, endorsed by Presidential
Candidate and U.S. Senator Rick Santorum, as
well as the Latino Times, earned the reputation
for reform, transparency and hard work. She was
twice elected to the Modesto City Council. Kris-
ten was born and raised in the Central Valley
where she resides in Modesto with her husband,
Rod, and their three children.

For comments or questions, contact Madera
Ranchos Tea Party Coordinator, John Smedley,
by e-mail at jcsmedley@comcast.net or call him
at559-645-7031. Or contact Madera Tea Party
Coordinator, Rick Farinelli, by phone at at 559-
706-5386 or by e-mail at richardfarinelli@
sheglobal.net .

LOVE ALL
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The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Ayl Conmmumiby

ChrisBines Tree
Lighting Ceremony

Maywood Shopping Center « Friday, Dec. 7 « 6 p.m.

Santa will arrive early at the ceremony and photos will be
available for only $10! « Cookies - Coffee - Hot Cider ¢ Join
In singing Christmas carols with area Girl Scouts

Pick a star for a Veteran at the VA Hospital.
Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand towels, white socks,
lap blankets, toothpaste, toothbrushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.
Items need to be returned to the Chamber office by Dec. 15. Gifts will be
delivered to the Veterans at the VA Hospital in Fresno on Dec. 17 at 10 a.m.

Items may be brought to the tree lighting!

Welcome New Membery

VDI Services ¢ Verlin Dill

Chamber Mixer

Annual Chamber Christmas Mixer
Wednesday, Dec. 12 ¢« 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Come join your neighbors as you mix and mingle with fellow Ranchos
residents at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce offices at 37167
Ave. 12 #5C in the Maywood Center. Find out about the Chamber of
Commerce as you enjoy snacks and beverages. Admission is free.

Arvuuals Cralr Feed,

Dante Club
Friday, March 1
6 p.m. - Midnight
The biggest event of the year is coming this March. Want to get
involved? Contact the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at
645-4001 and ask for Crab Feed Chairman, Randy Bailey.

Your Chaumber of Commerce

This information is brought to you by your Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce, representing businesses and individuals in the
Madera Ranchos and beyond. Find out more about your Chamber at
37167 Ave. 12 #5C or call them at 645-4001.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Thank you
Madera Ranchos
for making us
a success!

- reand Otlzgr’n a
Join us on December 8 for ps{g”/b'é%’;,oguct
1 1 a
Customer Appreciation Day! QUeSZ%Ml;g;. ang

FREE Hot Dogs = Pictures with Santa = Petting Zoo = Spin the Wheel and Win a Prize = Raffle « Fun for All!

' “HOMEGROWN™ 11 1 1 1 :
LAYER CRUMBLE: : All premium :: Mallard Creek :: Layena :: :
11 P urina products j SHAVINGS Tl CRUMBLE n OMOLENE 200

I 11 " [ 150 LBS. 1" 150 LBS. 1

buy 2 get
NO CORN = NOSOY i Py 2 95tk B2 # $31.02 ! $39.48 |
B UY TWO iz I rdsbas i L N e,
[ e i Y 5 Y .U B S L e | o e i |
 GET ONE :: i i i :
: : : All Red Flannel :: Layena :: :: Purina Rabbit :
1 11 DOG FOOD PELLETS 11 EQUINE SENIOR Chow "
I m 1! buy 1 get " 150 LBS. " 150 LBS. " 150 LBS. 1
 Saturday, Dec. 8ONLY |} 5 free w $31.82 , $45.11 ;; $32.90
l Whlle SUpp“eS IaS .: :. while supplic .:l while supplies last .:l (limited quantities) .::. while supplie .:
a One Day Only Sale, December 8, 2012 from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. = Pr change and limited t ock on hand = No dealers

11/12

““A Feed for Every Need”

Country Critters Feed & Supply = 14566 HWY 41 #101, Madera = 559-822-4882

www.The Ranchos.com
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The Liberty tennis team capped a third straight North Se-
quoia League championship with their second straight unde-
feated league season.

In the past three years, the Hawks have gone 29-1 for the
three titles. Along the way, Liberty has won two Division V
Central Section championships.

This year,
with a narrow
victory over
Strathmore in
the semifinals,
the  Hawks
were in line
for their third
straight Cen-
tral  Section
title, this time
in Div. IV.

The No. 2
seeded Hawks
faced the top-
seeded Taft
Wildcats and
were leading Liberty No. 1 singles player Annie Erickson re-
4-2 after the turnsa hitfor the Hawks. Despite missing three weeks
singles withaninjury Erickson led the Hawks to their third
matches were Straight North Sequoia League championship.

completed.

All the Hawks needed was a win in doubles for their third
straight section title. Then, the sun went down and the lights
went on, kind of.

The Taft lighting wasn’t up to par and the Hawks never ad-
justed and lost all three doubles matches and the section cham-
pionship.

“The lighting on the courts was poor, at best, and that was
all Taft needed for an advantage over us,” head coach Greg Ru-
land said. “Two matches had to be moved because the lighting
went out. They definitely had the home court advantage with

Liberty High Girls’ Tennis Wins Third Straight Title

such crappy lighting.”

Seniors Annie Erickson, Jordyn DeChamplain, Bethany
Buchnoff, Chloe Doyle and Jocelyn Hernandez were looking
for their third straight section title, but ere denied by the light-
ing.

Erickson, DeChamplain, Buchnoff and Doyle won their
singles
matches with
Erickson and
Doyle winning
in the third set.

“Steady
Jordyn did
very well, as
usual,” Ruland
said. “Annie
and Bethany
did very well
in their singles
matches.
Chloe  man-
aged to pull
out a victory

Jordyn DeChamplain helped lead the Hawks to  being as sick

their third Valley Champioship match in No. 2 sin- as she was.”

gles. She also filled in at No. 1 when Annie Erickson Needing

missed time with an injury. just one win in
doubles, the

Hawks went to a tiebreaker in all three matches and lost all
three.

“There were many tiebreakers in this match and those are
always a crap shoot because it’s anybody’s ball game in those,”
Ruland said. “They won all three tiebreakers in doubles and
that’s the way it goes.

“The girls had a great season and have nothing to be
ashamed of. This is a great group of girls who played extremely
good tennis through many adversities. My hat is off to them be-
cause they are a tremendous group of athletes.”

Foundation Aids
GVUSD Schools

Since 2005, the Foundation for Golden
Valley Schools has contributed more than
$113,000 to the staff and students of
GVUSD through its grant program. The
money raised by the district has affected ap-
proximately 1,100 students over that time.
But the foundation would not have the abil-
ity to help students and educators without
the help of donors.

The Foundation for Golden Valley
Schools is looking for “Business Wall of
Fame” donors. Businesses get on the Wall
of Fame by committing a five-year annual
pledge ranging from $100 to $1,000.

The mission of the foundation is to en-
hance and encourage the star potential and
full experiences of all students in their ed-
ucational environment with GVUSD.

Since 2007, teacher classroom grants
have totalled approximately $57,000 for ever-
thing from cow eye dissection projects to in-
centive programs to increase student
attendance and achievement. New teachers
also benefit from the foundation. They receive
a $150 grant to help set up their classrooms.

In 2008, the foundation received a
$50,000 donation from the Smith family as
a special grant project to assist with the re-
placement of the HVAC unit at Sierra Ele-
mentary School.

The foundation also recognizes
GVUSD employees of the year in five cat-
egories — administrative/management, el-
ementary teacher, secondary teacher,
instruction employee and operational em-
ployee.

To donate, contact Aimee Beintker at
the GVUSD office at 645-7500.

CLauras

aed BOOKS & COFFEE

36919 AVE, 12 + 6450358 * TUE - SAT 2 PM-7 PM * CLOSED SUN - MON

KNITS * CROCHET °*STITCHERY
SCOTTISH CRYSTAL & GLASS

THROUGH DEC. 21 * 2-7 PM * 645-0358

DECEMBER GIFT CENTER

HANDCRAFTED GIFTS
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Click on ““Local News’” at



Kiwanis Korner

A Poinsettia Cuetlaxochitl by Any Other Name

By Perry Watkins

“Kiwanis international is a global or-
ganization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child one community at a
time.”

Poinsettias are native to Mexico. The
Aztecs called them Cuetlaxochitl. They
made a reddish purple dye from the bracts.
It was also called the “Crown of the Andes”
in some parts of South America. In some
places they may still be referred to as “Lob-
ster Flowers” or “Flame Leaf Flowers.”
They are a member of the family Euphor-
biaceae. Many plants in this family ooze a
milky sap. Contrary to popular belief, the
Poinsettia is not poisonous but large quanti-
ties may cause a tummy ache or vomiting.
Skin irritation from the sap is also possible
for some folks.

If conditions are right the Poinsettia
can grow to 10, or in some cases, even 20
feet tall. Poinsettia trees are seen in some
parts of California and in Mexico where it is
native. The flowers of these plants are actu-
ally leaves called “bracts.” There are at least
100 varieties with showy bracts of yellow,
red, pink or white. They were first intro-
duced to the U.S. in 1825 by Joel Poinsett.
They are now grown in all 50 states but the
Paul Ecke Ranch in California grows 80
percent of the plants for the wholesale mar-
ket. The U.S market exports 90 percent of
the world commercial supply each year.
Poinsettias are also the best-selling potted
plant in America, even though most are sold
in a brief six week period each year.

Kiwanis of Madera Ranchos will be
making Poinsettias available in time for Na-
tional Poinsettia Day on Dec. 12. Of course,
any money raised will benefit local children.
They are very affordable at $10 per plant
and they are large, 6-inch potted plants
about 20-inches tall. Last year’s plants were
very beautiful and showy. They are Grade
A plants which are usually reserved for top
commercial sales. They will be available in

A rose by any other name ... OK, how about
“Poinsettia?” Ranchos Kiwanis are selling them
to brighten up your holidays and help the commu-
nity at the same time.

the Ranchos by Dec 6, but orders need to be
completed as soon as possible. You can con-
tact Debbie Farr at 645-1549 or MaryAnn
Parks at the Pizza Factory 645-7011 or any
Kiwanis member.

President Marie Cameron is already
galvanizing the local Kiwanis Board and
general members toward greater endeavors
and higher levels of community service. Her
aim is to carefully review all fundraisers,
give some a face lift and perhaps add a new
one or resurrect a good one in order to keep
our fundraising goals on track. There are so
many exciting things we want to do for our

little community. She also plans to have us
even more involved in school beginning in
K-6th grades in order to recognize and re-
ward student achievements. We hope to in-
crease scholarships if our budget allows. So
it all starts with fundraising. We will create
those events that add to our community and
promote the camaraderie, friendship and the
good old fashion fun we all enjoy. Please
watch for our events throughout the year.

(Thanks to The University of Illinois
Extension and University of Ohio for the fun
facts used in this article.)

Kiwanis exists solely for the purpose of making
adifference inthe lives of others, particularly children.
W\eare looking for people at least 18yearsoldwhoare
interested in serving the community, making new
friends, and having fun with a purpose. If you are in-
terested, contact President John Glueck at 559-706-
5215. e meet the first Thursday of every month at
6:45 am. at The Coffee Spot and every Thursday
thereafter at 6:30 p.m. at the Ranchos Pizza Factory.
Come join us at a meeting for fun and fellowship and
see what being a Kiwanian is all about.

www.ranchoskiwanis.com

Board Members:
President: Marie Cameron
Vice President: Mona Silva
Secretary: Virginia Vick
Treasurer: Perry Watkins

Board of Directors:
John Glueck, Mona Diaz, Ollia Ridge,
Debbie Farr, John Herrera, MaryAnn
Parks, Joliene Mason.

2aw“? Express Lunch Specials

Tuesday through Friday 11 a.m. til 2 p.m.

LASAGNA oo ol 6
BEEF or CHEESE RAVIOLI} $ 99

SPAGHETTI wcoveuvuvvsvsnsusans

[ ) | P— }m$ 5 . 99

Call in your lunch orders and
have them ready when you arrive.

645-5545

Serving Lunch & Dinner Every Day

Sunday - Thursday 11 a.m. -9 p.m.
Friday & Saturday 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Closed on Mondays

11/12

37275 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

www.The Ranchos.com
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FACEBOOK cont. from P. 2

via Facebook that a fundraiser — a blood
drive and a bone marrow registry — were
being planned in the Madera Ranchos. The
community came together to raise over
$12,000, donated over 100 pints of blood
and had 56 people register with the National
Bone Marrow Registry — all in just six
hours.

When word went out that Aubray Trit-
tler, who was raised in the Madera Ranchos,
had entered a contest to win a dream wed-
ding and that she had just 17 days to get the
most votes to win a prize package valued at
over $17,000, overnight posters appeared
everywhere saying “Vote for Aubray and
Ryan!” Aubray and fiancé Ryan used Face-
book extensively, encouraging their network
of friends and family to “Share and Repost!”
They won the contest and would tell you
that Facebook was the clincher that led to
their win. Fittingly, Aubray and Ryan met —
you guessed it — on Facebook.

Old Glory and Facebook

In February 2012, an article appeared in
the Ranchos Independent Newspaper re-
garding “Old Glory,” a barn located on
Highway 41 at Avenue 12 that had been
painted like an American Flag by owners
Robert and Karen McCaffrey right after
9/11. The barn had been badly damaged dur-
ing a windstorm and at the time the story ran,
no decision had been made as to whether or
not the barn would be repaired. In June 2012,
after riding past the barn day after day, Viet-
nam Veteran Tom Baum became frustrated
that no progress was being made. He took it
upon himself to contact the McCaffreys and
he convinced them to let him take on the
project of refurbishing the barn in honor of
veterans and the Wounded Warrior Project.
As press coverage increased, companies and
individuals came forward to offer their help
to the project and celebration plans changed
from day to day. Facebook was instrumental
in keeping the community up to date on the
project. The result was that the barn was re-
paired, local veterans held a flag raising on
July 4th and the story was picked up by
CNN and Fox News.

Of course, as with most anything in
life, there can be a dark side to all of this.
Gossip can be spread at the speed of light;
bullying can be an issue and a business can
be ruined with inaccurate rumors. Pictures
can be posted if your neighbor thinks your
property is not up to neighborhood stan-
dards or you may just not approve of some-
thing going on in your neighborhood.
Please think about what you’re posting be-
fore you post it and be sure it reflects how
you want your image portrayed in the com-
munity. If in doubt, please feel free to use
the delete button.
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Over the summer, a
group of Liberty High
School students past and
present, traveled to Omaha
Beach and the American
Cemetery in Normandy. The
group was led by Liberty
High Arts teacher Jason
Napier. Before departing,
students were reminded of
the events of the D-Day
landing invasion on June 6,
1944. Also on tour, history
teacher Todd Welch helped
by searching the internet for
information regarding sol-
diers from Madera County
who were enlisted, died and
had been buried at the Cemetery.

With these names, the student travel-
ers were able to find each grave marker

dents Annie

LHS Students Invade Normandy

Pictured with the rub-
bings are Liberty High stu-

Josiah Richard, Kinsey
Carlson and Juliana Liuba.

and create a rubbing to bring
home to Madera Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Post 1981. The
names that were located were:
PFC William D. Edwards,
PFC Samuel L. Murray, Pri-
vate Eldon W. Neal, PFC Joe
M. Martinez, PFC Frank E.
Poston, Sergeant Jack A. Wie-
gand, Corporal Sheldon M.
Shaubach, PFC Leonard F.
Gann, PFC Clifford V. Jump,
Private Clarence E. Black, Jr.,
Private Peter G. Contreras,
Tech. Joe J. Perry and Ser-
geant John W. Price.

This is Jason Napier’s
fifth trip abroad with approx-
imately 100 students making their way to
see Europe’s art and culture. It was the
first trip to the Normandy Region.

Erickson,

RECIPES cont. from P. 8

2 C Rice Krispies

Put all ingredients except the
Rice Krispies into a large frying
pan over medium heat. Stir until

mixture begins to thicken -
about 3 to 6 minutes. Take off
heat and stir in the Rice

Krispies. When cool enough to
handle, roll into small balls and
roll in flake cocoanut.

Another of her recipes:

Cracker Jacks

Heat oven to 250

Pop 4 quarts popcorn adding
NO salt. Put on a large metal
baking pan. Pour on 1 or more
cups salted peanuts. Set aside.

Into a medium sauce pan put:

1 C Light Brown Sugar

1 Cube Margarine

% C White Corn Syrup

Y% tsp. Salt

Stir and bring to a boil. Boil

5 minutes. Remove from heat
and add:
1 tsp. Soda

1 tsp. Vanilla

Stir and pour over corn and
nuts. Handle this mixture care-
fully as it will be very hot. Bake
for 1 hour, stirring every 15
minutes.

Cool. Store in airtight con-
tainers such as glass jars.

She says the pan will come
clean by adding water and boil-
ing it.

When you can’t find a recipe
that you want, where do you
look for it? | have all my Mom’s
cards and several cookbooks, in-
cluding Good Housekeeping,
Pillsbury and a Better Homes
and Gardens that looks like it
has been through the mill. And
then there is the Internet; there
are thousands of recipes there.
But my two favorites are the
“homemade ones.” They are a
book of recipes put together by
the Guilds of Valley Children’s
Hospital and my absolute fa-
vorite is one put together by the
women of a church | attended
several years ago. So if you be-
long to a church or organization
that has printed a recipe book
from their members | urge you to
get one as you know these peo-
ple who donated the recipe, and
may have even eaten the dish.

Aunt Alma was born and
raised on a little farm in Chow-
chilla (as were a lot of us Drin-
nens and Briners). She quit high
school to marry Uncle Clyde (the
only person | ever let get away
with calling me Jeanie) and they
lived a long married life. They
had two children, and from that
union she left this world with
oodles and oodles of grandchil-
dren, great grandchildren and
even some great-great grandchil-
dren. Aunt Alma passed away in
August at 94 years old, so this
article is dedicated to her.

Kristin Knobloch is now at the Beauty Club Salon & Spa
located in the Maywood Center next to Atzlan.

E #m& are some o/ m7 Wﬂéf’/fb welcome 7_0%% The salon: 1

$10 Tuesdays - Men/Boys Haircuts « Waxing - $5 OFF
1FALL SPECIAL - Book any color service and get FREE haircut |

to ALL RETURNING CLIENTS: $10 OFF SERVICE‘E

1
1
i

For more details regarding the SPECIALS
call me at 645-6565. See you soon!

Lie. a14178

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owaed
Scuce 1976

11/12

come meet friends!

Golden Valley Baptist Church

Pastor K. Milton Higgins is bringing
the 10:15 a.m. Sunday Worship Service
December 1 - Holiday Fair from 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sunday School 9 a.m. + Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

11/12

12414 Road 37 - Madera Ranchos - 559-645-1700

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals
today at

Michael Sutherland
&@ Associates, Inc.

645-4730
36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos

11/12 Lic. #PLS 5815

Fresno 447-5815

CORRECTION
Last month the Ranchos Independ-

ent inadvertently listed Now & Again
Thrift & Gift Shop, located at 37184 Ave.
12, as having operating hours from 1:30

p.m. - 5 p.m. on Wednesdays and Fri-
days. They are actually open from 10:30
a.m. - 5 p.m. If you have any questions
you can call Now & Again Thrift & Gift
Shop at 645-0013.

Click on ““Local News™ at



GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

necessary, and if they continue to
offend, I would increase the incre-
ments of time the car remains me-
chanically useless for up to eight
hours, so | may then get uninter-
rupted sleep. No permanent dam-
age would be done to the vehicle,
and one would hope, through clas-
sic conditioning, that the perpe-
trators would get the hint: blast
your music at inappropriate hours
and now you are walking home.
Seems like the perfect punishment
to fit the crime to me. Anyone
know where | can procure such a
device, because | have one such
individual on my block that has
made a nightly habit of this be-
havior, and this consistent sleep
deprivation has made me grumpy.

| don’t blame the music, al-
though I am not a fan of this
jerk’s auditory preference; it’s the

decibel level at which he finds it
necessary to enjoy his music, and
the hour at which he chooses to
showcase his car stereo volume
capabilities that offends me. How
about a little common decency, a
little respect for your fellow citi-
zens? The people that have to
work the next day now get to go
into work a little extra-tired to-
morrow; children get to go to
school a little less-rested all be-
cause you couldn’t deign to lower
the volume and give the rest of the
world the same break for which
your eardrums are no doubt cry-
ing. You’ve heard the old saying,
“... the right to swing your fist
ends at the tip of the other per-
son’s nose ...” well the right to
listen to your music ends when a
sleeping neighbor can mistake it
for an earthquake. Get a clue, get
some respect, and for Heaven’s
sake, TURN IT DOWN!

You can do it yourself or have the  Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spe-
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair.

Madera Glass & Mirror's repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980's. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

11/12

a broken one or complete a project.
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¢H Happenings
¢H Happenings
4H Happenings

Cierra Shadows ¢H Club
By Abnahi Rivera

4H is on the Move

This past month has been filled
with fun and excitement for the
Sierra Shadows 4-H club.

Our Project Updates

The rabbit project has been hav-
ing some great meetings. They are
working on showmanship and the
anatomy of a rabbit in preparation
for the Small An-

to Joann's for material. They have
made some baby blankets and are in
the process of making their flannel
jammies ¢ The public speaking proj-
ect is jumping into its project with
both feet! We will have six presenta-
tions and one demonstration to pres-
ent at our January and February
Community Club meeting ¢ Our
sheep, beef and swine projects are
taking a short break until it is time to
purchase animals for the Chowchilla
Fair.

Congratulation to Nathan Doyle
and Deme Marical, they both re-
ceived medals at the Horse Expo.

Achievement Night/Officer In-
stallation was held on Oct. 10 at the
VFW Hall in Madera. Officers were
installed to their

imals Expo ¢ The club  positions
community pride Congratulation to Nathan and members re-
projectis prepar- o1 and Deme Marical, they C6'ved special
ing 20 fleece . recognition
blankets which POth received medals at the Horse ,.qs  Several
will be com- EXpo. Sierra Shadows
pleted at the next 4-H members
community club celebrated Na-

meeting. The blankets will be a com-
munity service project for the Sierra
Shadows 4-H club. The club will be
donating 20 blankets to the Madera
County Victim Services agency ¢ The
cooking project has made some great
foods. At one of their meetings they
made fresh french fries, sloppy joes
and milkshakes without using a
blender « The arts and crafts project
learned about different artists, tech-
nical terms and then the group made
a picture where all the members par-
ticipated « Our wildlife project is
planning a visit to the Cat Haven e
Our sewing project members are
making great strides with two visits

tional 4-H week during the week of
October 7-13. Each member of the
Community Pride group mailed out
several "thank you" notes to 4-H
sponsors during that week.

The Sierra Shadows 4-H club is
preparing for its annual Christmas
party on Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. at Sierra
View Elementary. Members will par-
ticipate in an ornament/gift exchange
while they enjoy a pot-luck dinner.

Youth between the ages of 9 to
18 years old may join 4-H. The
Sierra Shadows 4-H club leader is
Terri Fernandez, who can be reached
at 645-4836 or at trrfernandez
@yahoo.com.
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Classified

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 40
years experience - Tailoring,
repairs and leathers. Fast
service. NEW ADDRESS &
PHONE NUMBER: 36027
Ruth Ave. Call 559-645-4583.

Construction

New construction, remodels,
room additions, barns and
patios. Call 559-970-4476

or 559-645-4033.
Chimney Sweep

Paul and Son the Chimney
Sweep Guys - 20 years expe-

rience. Wood stove inserts
and fireplaces. Also clean
dryer vents. REMEMBER
THINK SAFETY-BURN
SAFELY! Call 559-908-
9332.

Floor/Upholstery Care

Pinnacle Carpet Care and

Upholstery - "Dries in
minutes, not hours."Car-
pet, upholstery, tile/grout
cleaning and sealing, aggre-
gate, stone, auto, boat and
R.V. interiors. BBB and
Golden Valley Chamber
member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-

676-0760.

For Rent

House for rent - 3 Bd/2Bth - Local
schools - Rent $950. Call 706-0301. Agent

For rent - Available Jan. 01, 2013 - Office
space at 36733 Ave. 12. $375. per mo. Util-
ities included. Call 805-570-1797.

For Rent - House at HWY 41 & Ave. 14
1/2 - 3 Bd/2 Bth - 1800 sg. ft. Hardwood
floors throughout. On one acre. $1400. per
mo. Call 908-4289.

For Sale

For Sale - Firewood - Dry seasoned fire-
wood for sale by the bin. Will Deliver. Call
559-259-7122 or 559-645-5523.

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all
year long. Experience, responsible,
honest. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Housecleaning - Get ready for the
Holidays! Get your house, yard and
windows in order. Give us a call for
a free estimate. Call Linda at 559-
645-0308 or Staci at 559-458-3248.

Painting Services

Painting Services - 40 years
of experience. Licensed.
Frank Kramer Exteriors. Lic.
#273099. Call 645-4113.

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bot-
tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

GO FlG U R E ! by Linda Thistle

25
+

—_
N

2234567829

@ 2011 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Painting Services - Gerald
Scheffing & Son Painting. 40
years experience. Interior & Exte-
rior. Licensed, insured and bonded.
Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.

Recyclables Pick Up

FREE
PICKUP -
CLING offers
all recyclable materials,
including paper, plastics,
glass, aluminum and card-
board. If you have any
questions be sure to call
Dianna at 999-6832 or
645-1048. Funds support
Ranchos’ Seniors, library,
schools and 4H.

RECYCLABLES
KIDS 4 RECY-
pickup of

Tractor/Trenching Services

BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING
POST HOLES - Trees - Trench-
ing - Clean Up. TRACTOR
WORK Discing - Rototilling -
Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding - Roll-off Bins. Call
John at 908-1066 or Neal at 645-
1200 or 285-8211.

Tractor Work - House Pods, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete work

\

Most Thanksgiving
COOKING DISASTERS”

*cooking-related

. . insurarice
2. Illinois

dmnh
3. Ohio \\ /
4. Mlc:hlgan .#
.. \_

5. New York —
7/

1. Texas

6. Florida
7. Pennsylvania
8. Indiana
9. Missouri_-

-

Source:
State
Farm ,

@ 2012 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
World rights reserved.

and underground utilities installed. Call
559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

Window Cleaning Services

Most windows $5 inside/out. Screen,
track and sills included. Remove hard
water stain on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval available. Fully insured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

The Ranchos
Independent
classified rates
are crazy cheap.
Only $10 for each
25 words.

T0 ADVERTISE

TODAY
BALL 645-0634

SUPoiu

by Linda Thistle

9 8 7
6|7 1
4 9 8
1
219
7 3
7 215
1 6|4 2
3|8 6

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

©2012 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on ““Local News™ at
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Real Estate is coming back ...
are YOU ready?

If you've been waiting to list your home, NOW is
the time. We have more buyers than sellers and
interest rates are at record lows.

“| specialize in short sales, finding lenders for
fixing credit and am a Ranchos resident.”

Tom Williams ® 675-5917

Century 21 M&M and Assoc. © cell: 244-9695 ¢ Twiliams@c21mm.com
After retiring from law enforcement, I'm STILL here to serve you * Realtor Lic. #01920188

11/12

Nancy Watson

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

645-5000

WWw.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 11/12

DAVID PARKER, Realtor ©

Real Estate Sales - sellers & buyers:
www.davidparker.info

Property Management -
we can rent your home:

www.parker-properties.info

A Ranchos resident for over 30 years, | am a full-time professional agent working Madera,
Fresno and Clovis. We offer first class service for sellers and buyers. Unable to sell at
current prices? We offer full property management and will rent your home for top
dollar and handle all the details. Call me today! 490-1989 « DRE#: 01323109 112

“A goal without a plan is a wish.”
If you need help making

that plan, give me a call for all
of your Real Estate needs.

L1Z KUCHINSKI, cDPE, CRS, GRI, SFR

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson 11/12
y 21 C.Watson Direct: (559) 364-1000 ¢ Fax: (559) 440-7608

liz@LizKuchinski.com « www.LizSellingHomes.com

7520 North Palm « Fresno

Jerry Eddings, Realtors

Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417

www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063

11/12

To Advertise
i thhe

AR ancho=
FInbheperthient
MEAS - 06334

11/12

www. The Ranchos.com
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Business Directory  Business Directory ¢ Business Directory « Business Directory

Lic. #899496

* DRILLING * TRENCHING * DIRT WORK -
« efficient ¢ reliable + cost-effective ' Beau

Clark’s Performance

* GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
* General Automotive Repairs
* Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Jeff Clarik

645-1578

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

TEXTURED COATING « PAINTING
VINYL SIDING « VINYL WINDOWS
ROOFING

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

VELVET TOUCH

CAR WASH
& DETAIL

37075 AVE. 12 « MADERA RANCHOS

645-6630

B.M.T.

Computer Repair
(559? 917-4507

* Sales & Service

* In-Home Service

Sé Habla Espafiol
Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Retired FPD 26 yr. Certifications:
Ca. Lic.#79328 A+/Network +

Microsoft Cerified Pro

(next to Pizza Factory)

645-0015

Tu-We-Fr 10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Th12:30 p.m.-7p.m./Sa9a.m. -3 p.m.
closed Sunday & Monday

& TRACTOR SERVICE
HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

Loan Document Signing

Daytime « Evening « Weekends

Diana J. Tucker

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

381-5879

Now&Agai11 Jo-De DRILLING No Cz1RY. if rn.-\ HIGH QUALITY| [ROGER PRATER
Om;r}]gz ::1:::812 #104 M0b||e Notary and Residential & Commercial

559-454-8060

38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 977-8983

Need

Construction?

«Concrete

*Rough Framing

« General Building

« Steel Buildings * Shop Buildings
*Room Additions ¢ New Construction

All Stage Construction, Inc

559-68I1-8947

- Team Program
- Kinder Gym

« Tumble Tots

+ Adult Boot Camp
- Birthday Parties
- Open Gym

- Field Trips

« Cheer

?ro/uciry the ﬁneyf athletes in the world!

559-447-1609

www.verduzcoselitegsym.com

WHAT CAN YOU
GET FOR $25?

How about 12,000
Ranchos residents each

month who look at
Business Directory ads?

The Ranchos Independent
(559) 645-0634

LIC. #837274

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

CE Interior & Exterior
S“é%b
Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

BONDED & coustical Removal

INSURED

LIC. #589140 Color Matching

THE COMFORT

AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

www.calmbbmwrepair.com

+ A/C SERVICE
Ranchos Auto Repair

& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

MARION POOL

SERVICE O REPAIR

* Weekly Service
* Equipment
s Supplies
* Residential
* Drains - Upstarts « Commercial
+ Locally Owned

251-2514 351-1605 645-4799

office cell after5p.m.

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
e Artful Pruning

B&M

Gall for
* Removals Auto & Truck Parts ARE ESTH ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
» Disease |:| Store hours: INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
Management I:I Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30 Mitchell L. Vick TRAILER BOATS ONLY
Sat 8:00-4:00 .
Sun 10:00-3:00 GENERAID%%%;ERACTOR
I:I Madera Ranchos Plaza » Custom Homes « Concrete ° Since
645-TREE| | g 12 S
(S7333) 6 4 5 - 1 57 O mlvconst@comcast.net  fax 559-453-2599

CRONIN MARINE

IREIAIIX

Click on ““Local News™ at
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FREE ONLINE DELIVERY

WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

MON-FRI: 9AN-6PM SAT: 10AM-3PM SUN: CLOSE
37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969

we are a full service handyman, maintenance and remodeling company

we REPAIR, REPLACE and
INSTALL anything around

your home or business

When You Can't Be There
Pets, Plants, Plus+

Specializing in Livestock

call
Sandra Oliver
559-249-3556

Jackié Jones
559-232-1352

Accredited ¢ Insured « Bonded

MZC

* Industrial
+ General
* Farm
+ Mig
+ Tig
» Stick
+ Certified
« Portable

Welding & Fabrication

call JERRY CLARK - 706-3865

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Today!

www.The Ranchos.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Restless Rams and Ewes might want to let others finish a current
project while they start something new. But if you do, you could risk losing out on a future
opportunity.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) The Bovine's creative forces start revving up as you plan for the
upcoming holidays. Some practical aspects also emerge, especially where money is involved.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Moments of doubt disrupt your otherwise clear sense of purpose.
Don't ignore them. They could be telling you not to rush into anything until you know more about
it.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A planned trip might have to be delayed. Plan to use this new free
time to update your skills and your resume so you'll be ready when a new job opportunity opens

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Aflood of holiday party bids from business contacts allows you to mix
work and pleasure. Your knowledge plus your Leonine charm wins you a new slew of admirers

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) An unexpected act by a colleague complicates an
agreement, causing delays in implementing it. Check out the motive for this move: It's not what you
might suspect.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You might want to cut ties with an ingrate who
seems to have forgotten your past generosity. But there might be a reason for this behavior that you
should know about. Ask.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Be careful not to set things in stone. Much could
happen over the next several days that will make you rethink some decisions and maybe change
them.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your plans to help provide holiday cheer
for the less fortunate inspire others to follow your generous example. Expect welcome news by week's
end.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You're in your glory as you start planning for the
holiday season ahead. But leave time to deal with a problem that needs a quick and fair resolution.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) The upcoming holiday season provides a perfect
setting for strengthening relationships with kin and others. A new contact has important information.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Instead of fretting over a cutting remark by a co-worker,
chalk it up to an outburst of envy of your well-respected status among both your colleagues and
superiors.

Born this Week

You instinctively Know when to be serious and when to
be humorous -- attributes everyjone Jinds endearing.

(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's a numerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. Ifthe number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

@ 2011 King Features Synd., Inc. All rights reserved.

MAGIC MAZE ® STANDARD

ELPATSKCITSDRAY

UCONVENTIONALSQ

NLNJGENXCSZKXVT
RKPENLIJOONSRHEZC
AMOYRWSVTDOATRP
ENOOLEKTISOMLGE
CGBDBZFXOWHHMCU
SRUDETPECCACTOP
OMLAJLXIRGKNURC
EDBEGAREVAAEYOO
XRALUGERTWUBTST

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -
forward, backward, up, down and diagonallv.

Accepted Common Orthodox  Stock

Average Conventional ~ Reference  Textbook
Benchmark  Gauge Regular Touchstone
Classic Model Staple

@ 2012 King Features Synd., Inc. All rights resarved.

By Fifi Rodriguez

1. LANGUAGE: Variety magazine coined
the term "oater" to describe what kind of
entertainment?

2. MATH: What is the Arabic equivalent of
the Roman numeral LXXX?

3. STYLE: What is the function of
furniture called an etagere?

4. FOOD: What is the chief ingredient in
caponata?

5. MEASUREMENTS: What did the
Binet-Simon Scale measure?

6. GEOGRAPHY: On which continent is
the country of Paraguay located?

7. MEDICINE: What is digitalis used to
treat?

8. ENTERTAINMENT: Which humorist
created the fictional town of Lake
Wobegon?

9. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What is an
aqueduct?

10. LITERATURE: Who wrote the novel
"The Portrait of a Lady"?

Answers

sower AlusH 0T
UMO}
® 03 Ja1em Buliqg 01 [auueyd [RIDIILR UY 6
10|19 uosLes) ‘g
ain|iey Leay annsabuo)
BOLIBWY YINOoS ‘9
aouabijjau] °g
jue|dbb3
Ae|dsip Joj sanjays uado Yum puels e s]| s
08¢
Wl WISV ' T

(c) 2012 King Features Synd., Inc.

Click on ““Local News’ at



www.The Ranchos.com

7 8 9 10
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ACROSS
1 Tree with
chocolate-
yielding
seeds
6 Shoulder
blade

13 Attempted

20 Stop
prematurely

21 Emmy
winner
Janney

22 Program that
blocks pop-
ups

23 Person used
to increase a
candidate’s
popularity,
eg.

25 Found a
radio station
on the dial

26 Inventor who
rivaled Tesla

27 Caviar
source

28 “Wild Thing”
rapper Tone

30 “Zip- —
-Doo-Dah”

31 Bumper flaw

32 Radiance

34 “It" novelist

38 “Ah, OK"

40 “The Dukes
of Hazzard"
co-star John

42 Zeta
follower

43 Singer with
the Pips

47 “You've Got
Mail” director
Ephron

48 Tiny amount

49 Acting in
place of a
ruler

50 Punker/folkie
DiFranco

51 Huge

52 Aruba, e.g.

53 English
rocker Brian

54 Writer John
Dickson —

56 Yemeni port

58 Inclined

60 “Look —I"
(“Aren’t we a
pair!”)

62 High fortress
in Scotland

69 Attend as a
visitor

72 Wood shoe

73 1959 Neil
Sedaka hit

74 “Filling
Station” poet

77 Agreeable

78 Prefix with
center or
dermal

79 Watering aid

80 Golda who
succeeded
Levi Eshkol

83 Kind of acct.
that accrues
interest

84 Give guff to

87 Stage design

88 “There's no
— team”

90 Stinging
plant

92 — to the test

93 U.S. gas
brand

95 Hit for Abba

98 Ending of
ordinals

99 “Kung Fu”
star David

101 City laws:
Abbr.

102 Theme of
this puzzle

104 Western lily

106 Valet for the
Green
Hornet

110 Highway
cost

111 Marne “Mrs.”

112 Precursor of
reggae

113 Li'l tyke

115 Tourist guide

118 1959
romantic
comedy
appropriate
for this
puzzle?

122 Campsite
shelters,
collectively

123 Attributed

124 French
playwright
Jean

125 “Roots”
Emmy
winner

126 People
painting, e.g.

127 It merged
with Kmart

DOWN
1 Like Batman
2 Residence
3 Actor Farrell
4 Three-time
president of
Haiti
5 Artist Dix
6 Baglike part
7 Light cigar
8 Lels enter
9 Hookah, e.g.
10 D.C.’s land
11 Like valleys
12 Shakers
founder in
America
13 Furry guard
14 School Web
site suffix
15 Indian
flatbread
16 Adjust a bit
17 Trendy
weight-loss
plans
18 Of the East
19 Outlaw type
24 Things eaten
29 Expressing
views
33 Albanian
currency unit
34 “Zip it up!”

35 Blast creator
36 Ending for
auction
37 Gun lobby

inits.
39 'N — (pop
boy band)
41 Hi-tech film
effects
43 Oily stuff
44 Soup bean
45 Rabbit's
tropical
lookalike
46 Quaint
ointment
51 Sailor's bed
52 “— uphill
climb”
55 Surrealist
Magritte
56 Hoffman of
the Yippies
57 Bands of two
58 Frau's cry
59 With 116-
Down,
classic
arcade game
61 T-shirt data
63 Strike while
the iron —
64 Catches
65 Wish (for)
66 Mournful
67 Place
68 Ten plus one
70 Brief sleep
71 Sendai
sash
75 Axiom's kin
76 Hotel chain

81 Like some
painful hairs
82 Necessary:
Abbr.
84 Watch from
the stands
85 Penned
86 Brit. island in
the Atlantic
87 Penny
pincher
88 Hospice
89 Bladed boot
91 Alabama city
93 Elec. coolers
94 Séance reply
95 HST follower
96 “— for Alibi"
(Grafton
novel)
97 Drink with
114-Down
100 Kind of acid
in vinegar
103 Thin boards
105 Bistro patron
107 “32 Flavors”
singer Davis
108 Less savage
109 “Golden
Boy”
playwright
112 Dirty stuff
114 Hen's clutch
116 See 59-
Down
117 Grow mature
119 Med. service
120 Air quality

gp-
121 Bouncers
check them
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Happy Holidays!
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