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Click on “Local News” at

ewly elected District 1 Madera County Su-
pervisor and Fresno police officer Jordan
Wamhoff brings a unique background and

perspective to the office. At 36 years old, with a
combination of banking, sales, small business and
law enforcement skills, he may also be one of the
youngest persons to recently hold a seat on the Board
of Supervisors.

Wamhoff discovered the space and affordabil-
ity of The Madera Ranchos area about 15 years ago,
shortly after graduating high school in Reedley, and
built his life here with his wife and three children.
“It was just a great fit. I loved the open spaces, the
rural, warm family feel of the area,” Wamhoff said.
“But The Ranchos isn’t small anymore, and has its
challenges.”

When the supervisor's position became open,
Wamhoff also saw the opportunity to meet and talk
to residents and learn more about the many issues of
the area. “It was a hard decision to run but I saw
some things I wanted to change and ran for supervisor to be able to make a positive difference
here,” he said.

“I knocked on thousands of doors during the campaign. When you talk to that many peo-
ple you get a good grasp of what's important here. Listening is the best skill to have, along with
problem-solving and consensus-building. I enjoy problem-solving ... effecting real change, and
helping people,” he said.

Conservative and Independent
Wamhoff describes himself as fiscally conservative but independently minded. “I am most

closely aligned with the Republican Party,” but said he hopes to bring a fresh perspective to his
district. “I also co-own a small solar panel company, so I understand and share residents' con-
cerns of operating a small business.”

“District One has the most dangerous roads in the County of Madera,” Wamhoff said, and
improving public safety is a top priority. As a police officer, he said he especially recognized

how the rapid growth in the area had seriously im-
pacted emergency services and public safety on the
area roads.

“Speed, commuter traffic and the lack of traffic
enforcement are all issues I hope to prioritize and start
working on,” he said. “Modernizing the district and
improving response times for fire, police and EMS.
Minutes matter in an emergency. The current re-
sponse times of 20 minutes or more are not accept-
able,” Wamhoff said. “We are growing rapidly, with
some 6,700 plus new homes planned. We need to
make sure we have sufficient police and emergency
services and that our resources are being used re-
sponsibly.”

Wamhoff said he plans to meet with Madera
County Sheriff Tyson Pogue, CalFire and EMS offi-
cials as soon as possible to assess those needs and
find ways to improve that service delivery. “I also
plan to work with state legislators to increase our
CHP officer allocations for Madera County, which

are currently way too low,” he said.
Wamhoff went on to say the County also needs to better assess the traffic flow and

start planning for a better traffic bypass. “Right now, Avenue 12 is the bypass from High-
way 99 to Highway 41 for commuters. I think Avenue 9 would make a better bypass. It’s
the natural progression. In a few years, make it four lanes to handle the growth and reduce
the busy traffic flow now clogging Avenue 12,” he said.

Planning for a Community Park
“I’ve been advocating for state and private money for a regional park in District 1

for the last two to three years,” Wamhoff said. “It’s much needed. Ideally, it needs to
be centrally located, 10 or so acres to accommodate future growth in the area. I’ve been
on the lookout for suitable vacant parcels and look forward to working with Madera
County planning on using state Proposition 68 funds, and even donations of land,” he
said.

Groundwater issues in the state are historically complex, Wamhoff said, “… but the
State of California has blocked or neglected to provide the necessary infrastructure and
water storage we need. Temperance Flat dam needs to be built and locally we need mul-
tiple new ponding basins for groundwater recharge,” he said. “I’ve lived the well-water
drama here. We also need ways to take the excess flows and make them work for us.
Water is not just a farm issue, it’s a security issue.”

Wamhoff also said his history in banking prepared him on some scale to delve into
the world of municipal finance. “I enjoyed working with business owners in business
banking. I did that for about five to six years, before deciding to pursue a career change
to policing. I continued to work full-time and went to the police academy on weekends
before graduating as a reserve police officer,” and then transitioned to full-time policing,
he said.

Police Background
“Policing is an intense, problem-solving career, and a roller coaster of non-stop, front

row action and it’s a calling,” which Wamhoff said he wasn’t ready to give up. “It is tax-
ing. You may have 40 calls waiting. But you help people in difficult or dangerous situa-
tions and effect real change.”

Wamhoff credits his recent administrative role as vice president within the Fresno Po-
lice Officers Association with exposing him to the role and opportunities to effect change
within corporate administration. “We have 850 or so officers in the Fresno Police Offi-
cers Association. I interacted on behalf of the “FPOA” with the mayor, city manager, city
council members and attorneys, and many offices within the City of Fresno on budgets,
wages, benefits, negotiating contracts, legal defenses, or basically assisting officers with
almost anything else, in times of need.”

Wamhoff said he is very used to multi-tasking and is currently reducing his police
role in Fresno to just two or three rotating 10-hour shifts per week, as he transitions into
his new role as supervisor.

Wamhoff laughed when he said he didn’t feel like a politician yet, but he was look-
ing forward to tackling the job. “I think being grounded and not only working as a politi-
cian brings a better perspective. But I am looking forward to getting settled in the office.
Meeting with staff, the residents, figuring out the issues … the opportunities, and being
a part of Madera County’s future.”

On Tuesday,
Dec. 13, founding
Golden Valley Uni-
fied School District
Board Member Mona
Diaz bid farewell to
the school district, the
employees, the stu-
dents and the educa-
tional community she
was instrumental in
creating.

After 23 years,
Diaz has decided to
embark on a new di-
rection from the
Golden Valley School District. As part of
the founding school board 23 years ago,
when Mona became involved with the
newly created Golden Valley School Dis-
trict, there was no high school or middle
school. Ranchos students had to leave the
area to attend those schools in other com-
munities. Sierra View Elementary and Web-
ster Elementary were already established,
but that was the extent of education in the
Ranchos. Through hard work, vision and

guidance, Golden
Valley Unified
School District now
boasts Liberty High
School, Ranchos
Middle School and a
new elementary
school – Stone
Creek Elementary in
the Riverstone de-
velopment – to add
to the existing two
elementary schools.
In addition, the Dis-
trict also administers
independent study

and continuation facilities, providing for
all aspects of the education of Madera
Ranchos youth.

Although Diaz is retiring from the
school board, she is still going to be ac-
tive in the community. A long-time mem-
ber of the Ranchos Kiwanis, she is
reported to be taking a position with the
organization at the regional level.

Thank you Mona from a grateful com-
munity.

Diaz Retires from GVUSD Board

N
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MMeeeett  OOuurr  NNEEWW  CChhaammbbeerr  MMeemmbbeerrss

Friday, March 3 • 6 p.m.

The DANTE CLUB •No-Host Bar •Live/SilentAuctions
Your $75 ticket includes Crab, Salad, Pasta, Bread and Dessert!

Tables of 10 are available for your Business or Group.  Business Sponsorships are also available. Call for info.
Proceeds go to the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Crab Feed always sells out

so get your tickets early! You can get your tickets at the Chamber office or the Ranchos Independent.

1/
23

The  19th Annual Chamber

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce would love to see you at our next meeting, always
the second Wednesday of the month. Join us on February 8 at 6:30 p.m. at 37167 Ave. 12, Suite
5C. Come give your input on the future of the Ranchos. Call us at 645-4001.

Call the Chamber for more information. 645-4001

Join us in welcoming these newest members of the Golden Valley Chamber family. 

GGoollddeenn  VVaalllleeyy  CChhaammbbeerr  ooff  CCoommmmeerrccee

MMiikkee  
aanndd  

LLee  AAnnnn  FFuurrssmmaann

RRiiggoo  RRiivvaass
aanndd  

JJuuaannaa  RReeyynnoossoo
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GO
HAWKS!

Join us in supporting our
LIBERTY HIGH HAWKS

this season and all year long
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We’re Super Excited to
Announce: Hall Realty Pros

will Donate a Portion of
Each Commission We Earn for
All Homes SOLD by Us in the
Ranchos and Riverstone to

Lucky Dog and
Bowe’s Animal Rescue

“Over a hundred million dollars in
property tax payments were collected and
posted from the December 10th property
tax deadline,” said Madera County Treas-
urer-Tax Collector Tracy Kennedy.

Kennedy is pleased to report that all
payments were posted and balanced by
Monday, Dec. 21, 2022. The delay was
due in part to the Groundwater Sustain-
ability Project fee injunction granted by
the Superior Court of California for the
County of Madera on Dec. 6, 2022. The
preliminary injunction did not expressly
order refunds to be made, however the
Board of Supervisors felt it was the best
course of action for refunds to be issued
on the Delta Mendota and Madera Sub-
basin GSP Fees. Refunds will be issued
for those who are eligible by March 15.
Kennedy said that although the Treasurer
Department was unable to post and bal-
ance sooner than usual, “I am very grate-
ful to have a team that strives to raise the
bar with each tax season. It’s all hands-
on deck and the staff works together to
make sure all customers are taken care
of,” Kennedy said. “The fact that they
post and balance payments in such a
short period of time is remarkable.”

The funds from property taxes are
apportioned to local school districts and
cities (Madera and Chowchilla). In this
collection period, $16.9 million were re-
ceived in E-check payments, which is a
20 percent increase in the number of E-
check payments collected compared to
last year. “This is a considerable increase
of which I am very proud,” Kennedy
said. “Our office has been working dili-
gently to promote our Free E-checks be-
cause they are easy to use, they post in
real time, and they are FREE to the tax-
payer.”

As a reminder, taxpayers can now
view the total amount of taxes that have
been paid in 2022 online for information,
if needed to file income taxes. To verify

Madera Co. Posts Property Taxes
and/or view payments posted to your ac-
count, visit the Tax Collector’s website:
www.maderacounty.com/treasurer. Just
log in and follow the prompts for “Pay-
ing your taxes” and the entire tax bill will
be revealed with payment information.
Stay informed and sign up for free alerts
today. Additional resources are available
online via the Tax Collector’s website.
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“... for the first
time in history,

government,
the people

said, was not
our master,

it is our
servant; its
only power

that which we
the people
allow it to

have.”

Guest Editorial

By J. B. Shurk

“What do We mean by the Revolu-
tion? The War? That was no part of the
Revolution. It was only an Effect and
Consequence of it. The Revolution was
in the Minds of the People, and this
was effected, from 1760 to 1775, in the
course of fifteen Years before a drop
of blood was drawn at Lexington.”

Those are the words of John
Adams from a letter written to Thomas
Jefferson in 1815, nearly 40 years after
the colonies declared their independ-
ence. Having had more than enough
time to grapple with the world-shifting
events the two revolutionaries helped
set in motion, and looking back from
the vantage point of success in their
endeavors, Adams understood that
American victory did not belong to the
historical giants of their time, but
rather emerged from the thoughts and
dreams of the common people.

His conclusion is no less true
today than it was back then. Before
you can transform any system, you
must first liberate the minds trapped
within that system. If that sounds like
an impossible task, it is not. In 1760,
the American colonies were not united
and the American colonials were loyal
to a far-off king. Fifteen years later,
their revolutionary fervor turned the
world upside-down. Today, Americans
are not united, and the American gov-
ernment appears loyal to the World

Economic Forum’s king. Consider
where we’ll be 15 years from now.
Things appear to happen awfully fast
for those in power when they insist on
burying their heads in quicksand.

I make no bones about it: I have a
guttural revulsion to one-world-
government types who seek to rule the
world by turning domestic populations
against themselves. “Divide and con-
quer” is the only strategy they know
and oppression disguised as altruism is
the only outcome they bring. They
speak obsessively about racism not be-
cause they seek racial peace, but rather
because the exploitation of such petty,
ancient hatreds distracts people from
the real problems those with power
continue to create. They preach about
“climate change,” not because they
fear that our planet is coming to an
end, but because scaring humanity into
handing governments complete control
over the use of energy hands govern-
ments complete control over humanity
as well. They hyperventilate over
COVID variants today, not because
they seek to save lives, but because
they seek to monitor and manipulate
every movement of every life from
here on out.

Just this week, the World Health
Organization is putting the finishing
touches on a set of amendments to its
International Health Regulations that
seek to further weaken American sov-
ereignty and empower bureaucrats in
faraway, foreign offices to bully ordi-
nary Americans in the name of
“health.” The Liberty Counsel, a non-
profit dedicated to religious freedom,
has done an excellent job going
through the 46 pages of proposed
amendments to highlight a few of the
most obscene:

• In Article 1, the WHO is trans-
formed from an advisory body to a
governing body whose “standing rec-
ommendations” may be legally bind-
ing.

• In Article 3, the agency seeks to
remove any formal limitations upon its
power formerly requiring it to maintain
“respect for the dignity, human rights
and fundamental freedoms of persons,”
and instead replaces this language with
a Marxist commitment to “principles
of equity, inclusivity, [and] coher-
ence.”

Are You Mad Yet?

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 11
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 Highway 41
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com
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Like many people, probably
most, music has always been a big
part of my life. It’s a big part of
my family history as well. My
mother’s father was an incredibly
talented musician who instilled
that passion in his kids and grand-
kids. My dad always had the soul
of a Broadway performer trapped
in the body of a hard-working hus-
band and father. He would often
break out his guitar and sing to my
mom and me. He even enlisted me
as his backup singer. Our perform-
ances of “Swingin’” by John An-
derson remain our most requested.

I grew up in a home where we
had family singalongs in the car,
musical performances in the living
room and an entire era of my youth
where karaoke was the very corner-
stone of my life. I could read my
parents’ moods by the music they
were playing. I knew mom was
doing her regular cleaning when I
heard the luscious harmonies of the
Temptations or
Four Tops tum-
bling out of the
speakers. I
knew she was
doing a deep
and probably
angry clean, and
s u b s e q u e n t l y
that I needed to stay all the way out
of her way, when the twangy
voices of Reba McEntire or K.T.
Oslin were warbling about the
room. I knew my dad was in a par-
ticularly good mood when he wan-
dered around the house booming
out, “Bless your beautiful hide!”
from Seven Brides for Seven
Brothers. Side note: this remains
his most obvious musical tell.

Both of my parents took an ac-
tive role in my life, but my dad re-
ally went above and beyond when
it came to music. Mom played her
music around me. I learned to love
country and Motown because of her
influence. For my Dad, however, it
was more intentional. He didn’t
just throw on a record or a tape, or
eventually a CD because sadly I am
that old, but had to explain to me
how the group was formed, what
other acts each band member was
associated with, and what was spe-
cial about this band and their
sound. It was a thorough education.

Real Music 101

Some of his favorite games to play
in the car were “Name that Tune”
and “Stump Dad” where we had to
sing a song to him to see if he
could guess the title and the artist.
He is quite difficult to stump.

The other night Dad had a
chance to carry on the musical edu-
cation he started with me when I
was a wee lass. I was watching a
little TV with the old man and we
stumbled across a documentary
about the soft rock of the 70s and
early 80s. You know the songs I
mean. You tell people how much

you hate that
soft crap, but the
minute you’re
alone in the car
and Air Supply
comes on you
can’t help but
belt out every
word to “All Out

of Love” with a solitary tear sliding
down your cheek. I see you.

First of all , this is a fantastic
documentary. I recommend it. It’s
called “Sometimes When We
Touch,” and if you can finish those
lyrics, you are definitely the target
audience. I learned that I’m a big-
ger fan of the soft rock genre than I
thought I was. Whenever anyone
makes inquiries about my musical
tastes, I tell them I listen to a little
bit of everything, and I do. Classic
rock will probably always be at the
top of my list because it’s the
music that filled my childhood
home, but I listen to classical,
country, gospel, rock, 90s R&B and
even some smatterings of contem-
porary music, although I’ve
reached the age where I’ve heard
myself actually say the words,
“they just don’t make music like
they used to” out loud.

Not only did this documentary

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only
$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast

Results
CALL NOW!

1/
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CA #441782

www.chadstrucking.com ARENA SAND • SAND & GRAVEL •

HORSE FOOTING • CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL DIRT •

TOP SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •

BASE ROCK •

ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-479-4113
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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ccaallll  MMaarrkk  CCrraawwffoorrdd  ••  555599--222255--11443355
CCrraawwffoorrddIInnssuurraanncceeGGrroouupp@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm

2255--YYeeaarr  RRaanncchhooss  rreessiiddeenntt  ••  3300++  yyeeaarrss  eexxppeerriieennccee
LLiicc..  ##OOEE5522003333  &&  00880000772222aauuttoo  ••  hhoommee  ••  ccoommmmeerrcciiaall  ••  wwoorrkkeerrss  ccoommpp
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. . .  I also learned what the
heck “Yacht Rock” is and
where that particular moniker
came from. 

Please see GEN WHY on P. 7
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I t ’ s no th ing persona l . Par t o f
my d i sappo in tmen t in see ing
your “Here we grow again!” s ign
on Avenue 12 was tha t t hey
a ren ’ t r ep l an t i ng an o rcha rd
whe re the o range t r ee s once
g rew . You’ r e “g rowing” a min i
s to rage fac i l i ty ins tead .

Acco rd ing to Ne ighbo r . com
( w w w . n e i g h b o r . c o m / s t o r a g e -
b l o g / s e l f - s t o r
a g e - i n d u s t r y -
s t a t i s t i c s /#da t a -
r e v e n u e ) ,
se l f - s to rage i s a
g rowing indus -
t r y . The U.S .
2019 annua l
r evenue topped
$39 bi l l ion wi th
1 .7 b i l l i on
squa re f ee t o f
r en t ab l e space a t an ave rage o f
$88 /un i t /mon th (abou t
$1 ,000 /year ) .

In my bus iness , when c l ien t s
a re ready to empty the i r s to rage ,
they’ve of ten spen t thousands of
do l l a r s s t o r i ng wha t ends up
be ing mos t l y dona t i ons and
t r a sh . Th ings they cou ld l i ve
wi thou t bu t d idn’ t . Le t ’ s look a t
some purposes tha t va l i da t e the
s to r age indus t ry , whe re the p i t -
fa l l s l i e , and how to avoid them.

Bus ines s S to rage - - Se l f
s t o r age as we know i t was f i r s t
marketed as supply s torage to oi l
compan i e s in Odes sa , Texas . In
1964 Russ Wi l l i ams and Bob
Munn c rea t ed A1 U-S to re - I t U-
Lock - I t U-Ca r ry - t he -Key . I t ’ s
s t i l l a good opt ion for businesses
wi th min imal warehous ing needs
for th ings such as produc t s , sup-
p l i es , a rch ived records , e tc .

A pi t fa l l a r i ses when no one
i s respons ib le fo r moni to r ing i t s

Sorry Derre l

con ten t s . S ince the s to rage i sn’ t
on s i t e , t he chance o f runn ing
ou t o r pu rchas ing too much i s
h ighe r . Poo r ly l abe l ed a rch ive s
or no “Des t roy Af te r” da tes , can
cause a bu i l dup and a need fo r
add i t iona l s to rage .

Es t ab l i sh a sys t em of mon i -
to r ing inven tory . Share wi th em-
p loyees who need upda t e s .
Check wi th lega l / t ax profess ion-
a l s to de te rmine “Des t roy Af te r”
da t e s fo r a r ch ived documen t s .
Labe l and da t e boxes acco rd -
ing ly . As you b r ing in a new
yea r o f a r ch ived docs , r emove
those r eady fo r sh r edd ing . En -
sure there ’s a person respons ib le
fo r each duty .

RV/Boa t S to rage - - Gene r -
a l l y , Ranchos lo t s have ample
space for s to r ing RVs and boa t s ,
bu t fo r some of our newer ne igh-
bo r s in R ive r s tone and Teso ro
Vie jo , r en t ing RV space may be
a necess i ty .

Some s to rage fac i l i t i e s o f fe r
amen i t i e s l i ke
wash racks and
dump s t a t i ons .
Ano the r op t i on
i s r en t ing space
f rom a ne igh -
bo r . V i s i t
w w w . n e i g h -
b o r . c o m / r v -
s to rage-nea r -me
for in format ion .

I f you have
a s ing l e spo t t ha t you f r equen t
on RV tr ips , ren t ing a space for
you r RV in tha t l oca t i on can
save you gas money by d r iv ing
you r ca r and p i ck ing i t up once
you’ re in the area .

A p i t f a l l i s no t r ecogn i z ing
when the cos t ou tweighs the ben-
e f i t . Ou r in t e r e s t s , a c t i v i t i e s ,
and ab i l i t i e s change through the
seasons of l i f e . I f us ing your RV
or boa t i s a se ldom if ever occa-
s ion , the cos t of upkeep and s tor -
age may ou twe igh the bene f i t .
Do the ma th to dec ide i f you
wan t to con t i nue you r inves t -
ment .

Personal S torage - - “I ’ l l jus t
pu t t h i s he r e fo r now.” Tha t ’ s
of ten the f rame of mind crea t ing
c lu t t e r i n ou r homes . I t ’ s t he
same when ren t ing s to rage . “ I ’ l l
jus t s to re a few th ings whi le our
house i s fo r s a l e . ” “ I ’ l l j u s t

674-1663
23338 Ave. 14

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service
Family Owned
Since 1976

1/23

Lic.#414178

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 15

. . . when cl ien ts are
ready to empty the ir s tor-
age , they’ve of ten spent
thousands of dol lars s tor-
ing what ends up being
mostly donations and trash.

bring back fond childhood memories
with my dad, I actually did learn a few
things. It’s almost like that’s the point
of a documentary. It certainly brought
to light an affinity for “Yacht Rock” I
didn’t realize I harbored, but I also
learned what the heck Yacht Rock is
and where that particular moniker
came from. I learned that evidently I
like a lot of songs from a band called
Ambrosia that I didn’t even remember
existed. I learned that Michael Mc-
Donald has always sung like he stuffs
marbles in his mouth. I’m convinced
that he does this so that if he forgets
the lyrics and just makes them up no
one would know. I learned that this
particular genre of music fell out of
favor with the rise of punk rock, but it
was when several hip-hop artists
started sampling these songs in their
music that there was a revival of sorts.

My favorite part of watching this
documentary was watching my dad
get lost in his own memories. He
talked about seeing some of the
artists live. He smiled when “Moon-
light Feels Right” by Starbuck
played and told me that he and my
mom just loved that song. Then
when the England Dan and John Ford
Coley song “I’d Really Love to See
You Tonight” played he got a little
misty-eyed and said that was their
song. He also made sure to pepper in
litt le tidbits about the artist or the
band that the documentary didn’t
cover, because he says it’s his job to
edify me until the day he dies.

Overall, I absolutely recommend
watching this documentary. And, if
like me, this genre of music is a lit-
tle before your time, grab someone a
little older and share it with them. It
makes the whole experience more
immersive.

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

6700 E. Central Ave. • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Juan and Maria at

1/23

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

LIC. #1017900
BONDED &
INSURED
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Click on “Local News” at

Over 15 years of experience
Licensed by Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Cal. Dept. of Pesticide Regulation
Nuisance animal trapping

Call for an inspection TODAY!
1/23

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss
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Appointment Only -- Give us a call!
Visit us at www.RanchosCraftersStudio.com
and Facebook “What’s Up in the Ranchos”
Contact us for SPECIAL GROUP PARTIES

NEVER a sitting fee • Walk-ins ALWAYS welcome

When I decided to do this article
on legumes, I found out that not all
legumes are beans, and not all beans
are legumes. Confusing?

A legume is a dry fruit (some ar-
ticles call it a fruit, and others called
it a vegetable, so take your choice)
that comes from a pod.

The more common legumes we
are familiar with are pinto beans,
limas, black beans, kidney beans and
garbanzos – also known as chick
peas. However, the green beans we
bring in from our gardens or pour
from a can are not legumes because
we consume the
pod – they are
vegetables. 

B e a n s
(legumes) have
been a staple in
many homes for a
long time. Our
family grew up
having beans at
least once a week.
I can remember a
big pot of beans
and a pan of fried
potatoes. 

Beans aren’t a
food that when
you come home
from a busy day out of the house,
you think, “Oh, I think we will have
a pot of pinto beans tonight,” be-
cause they will  not be ready in the
next 30 minutes. Beans need to be
soaked for several hours, preferably
overnight. My mom did it the quick
way – just beans and water in a pres-
sure cooker for 15 minutes, then cool
the cooker and rinse the beans. Add
whatever seasoning you prefer –
bacon or ham, chopped onion, salt
and pepper – back into the pressure
cooker with enough water to cover
the beans and cook under pressure
for 30 or 40 minutes and they are
ready. Always rinse the beans and
put in fresh water after soaking.

When you cook them in the soaking
water it  causes them to be very
“gassy.”

When cooking beans or peas, do
not put salt on them until just before
they are completely done. If you put
salt  on them in the beginning they
will be tough and take longer to
cook. I learned that the hard way
when I cooked some split  peas for
soup.

A Favorite Bean
One of my favorite canned beans

are kidney beans. I like to put them
in pasta salad, but be sure to rinse
them first. I also like them in taco or
burrito fill ings. My recipe for the
filling is:

Taco or Burrito Filling
Hamburger
Salt and pepper
Chopped onion

Canned kid-
ney beans

P a c k a g e d
taco seasoning

Brown ham-
burger with salt
and pepper. Add
the chopped
onion. Let cook
until  hamburger
is done and onion
is translucent.
Add kidney beans
with the liquid.
Bring to a simmer
and add some
taco seasoning.
Let simmer until

most of liquid is gone. Enjoy!
I didn’t use any measurements

because I don’t know how many you
will be cooking for. I use one pound
of hamburger, one can of beans and
about two tablespoons of seasoning.
This makes enough for me for three
meals. I usually cook two tacos per
meal, and then with whatever is left
over I make a taco salad. Put enough
torn lettuce in a bowl for your salad,
warm the filling and pour this over
your lettuce and put some shredded
cheese on and maybe some chopped
tomato, a li t t le vinaigrette and
you’ve got your third meal. 

Another quick meal I like is my
version of the Chili  Size. All you

by Jean Briner

Beans, Beans, Beans

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e : W i t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  A u n t  J e a n ,  I
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  b r i n g  y o u  a
“ B e s t  O f ”  o f  h e r  r e c i p e s
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  1 0  y e a r s .
G o o d  r e c i p e s  a r e  t i m e l e s s
a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  t h e m
a l l  o v e r  a g a i n .

(January 2013)

need is a hamburger patty, salt and
pepper, grated cheese, chopped
onion and a can of Ranch Style
Beans.

While the beans are warming in
a small pan, grill a hamburger patty.
When it  is done, place on a plate.
When beans are hot, pour about half
of them on top of the hamburger, add
some chopped onions and grated
cheese – you have a meal.  There
should be enough beans for two or
three servings. Also, if you want to
add bread to the dish, toast half a
hamburger bun or a piece of sour
dough bread and place on plate be-
fore the hamburger patty. 

I love a three bean salad. I don’t
make it  very often because when I
have it, I eat too much of it. The best
recipe I have found is:

Three Bean Salad
1 can each:
Green beans

Kidney beans
Garbanzo beans
Wax beans
Thinly sliced red onion
Drain beans, rinse kidney beans,

put into large bowl, add onion and
set aside. Into a blender, or a jar
with a lid, mix:

1/2 C apple cider vinegar
¼ C Rice Wine vinegar
1/3 C sugar
1/3 C oil
½ tsp. salt
½ tsp. pepper
Mix until  well blended. Pour

over bean mixture. Using a tightly
sealed bowl, store salad in refrigera-
tor to marinate. If you don’t have all
these beans, or don’t l ike one of
them, don’t worry about it – the last
salad I made I used two cans green
beans and two cans kidney beans.

Please see RECIPES on P. 9

ThePoopFairies.com

559-GOT-POOP
Yard Gate Safety • Sanitize/Deodorize • Waste Monitoring 

(559-468-7667) 1/
23

The more common legumes
we are famil iar  wi th are
pinto beans,  l imas,  black
beans,  kidney beans and gar-
banzos – also known as chick
peas.  However,  the green
beans we bring in  from our
gardens or  pour from a can
are not  legumes because we
consume the pod – they are
vegetables.  
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Garbanzo beans are not one of
my favorites, but I know they are
used a lot in soups, salads and an-
other thing is a dip called hummus.

Hummus
1 can garbanzo beans – drained,
reserving 1/4 cup liquid.
3 to 5 T lemon juice – to taste
1 ½ T tahini (a sesame seed
paste)
2 cloves garlic, crushed
½ tsp. salt
2 T olive oil
Combine all ingredients EX-

CEPT the bean liquid and olive oil in
a blender or food processor. Mix,
adding only enough liquid to make
mixture smooth. May take 3 to 5
minutes. Pour into serving bowl,
adding a small amount of olive oil
on top. Serve with pita chips.

Who doesn’t like baked beans?
Sometimes the canned ones are quite
sweet so why not make your own to
control the sugar. I like to start with
canned pork and beans. I usually just
pour the beans into the baking pan I
am going to use, and add as I go, but
here is what I use:

Baked Beans
1 large can pork and beans
½ C brown sugar packed
½ a small onion, chopped
1 T mustard
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
Salt and pepper to taste
2 slices bacon – browned
Mix all ingredients except bacon

in baking dish, mix well. Top with
the bacon that has been sliced into
bite size pieces and browned, render-
ing some of the fat out. Place in pre-
heated 350 oven and bake for about
an hour or until beans are thick.

RECIPES cont. from P. 8
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The Bookshelf

By Jerrica Edmundson

The start of the new year always brings
new prospects to the library as I try to come
up with new and innovative ways to inter-
act better with the community around us.
As such, we have started toying with a va-
riety of ideas and need your input to help us
find out if it is something we should pursue
or if there are better ways we can serve you
all.

First up, we are currently hosting a sur-
vey to gain input on a potential project
called a “Library of Things” wherein we
can have a circulatable collection of things
to borrow from the library like gardening
tools, power tools, health equipment, sci-
ence gizmos, and so on — completely free
of charge just like the library books, movies
and hotspots we currently offer. If you
would like to let us know what you would
be interested in seeing available to check
out, come on into the branch and we can
guide you to the survey or even submit your
responses manually.

The second big project we are ponder-
ing is the potential start up of our own First
Lego League robotics team that would meet
at the library to learn how to work with each
other on a team to compete with other local
teams in Lego-based robotics competitions.
More information about this is available in
the branch or through the website at
www.firstlegoleague.org. We know there
are currently robotics teams at the high
school and middle school but are also aware
of many homeschool participants that may
want to join a league like this. There are
currently other teams in this same program
through the Madera main library branch as
well as in Chowchilla at their library, so we
would potentially be joining the ranks with
them but need to know if there is interest in
the area to even start the process. The age
range for this program would be 4th
through 8th grade and it would be a pro-
gram with multiple practice sessions and
would be a decent time commitment, so
keep that in mind. If you are interested in
finding out more or are interested in signing
up for notifications about starting a team,
come on into the branch and we can help
you out.

We still have a few other projects sim-
mering in the background that are almost
ready for announcement, but these are the
ones we currently have on the front burners
that I am excited to hear from you all about,
and as always if you have any other ideas
of things you would like to see at our spe-
cific branch, let us know and we can see if

we can make it happen.
Now that you know a bit more about

what is happening in the branch, let’s get
back to the fun part for me: book reviews!

Jerrica’s Bookshelf: Midnight Riot
by Ben Aaronovitch

Midnight
Riot, origi-
nally known
as Rivers of
London, fol-
lows a
brand-new
constable
n a m e d
Peter Grant
as he starts
work ing
t o w a r d
b e c o m -

ing a de-
tective in London’s Metropolitan

Police. Although he has high hopes and
dreams, he is unfortunate enough to be as-
signed to the Case Progression Unit where
he will drown in paperwork instead of ever
seeing the action of a normal route. Shortly
after his less-than-exciting assignment, he
catches the eye of Detective Chief Inspector
Thomas Nightingale, who has a much
“spookier” area of expertise and focuses on
seeking ghostly remains to find evidence to
help solve crimes. Peter happens to have an
uncanny ability to speak with the remain-
ing spirits of the dead and Nightingale
wants to get him to join his team. The en-
suing story is definitely interesting and
leads to the creation of a world that is sim-
ilar to our own, and yet different enough to
still make this technically count as a fantasy
novel.

I found this book to be far from my
usual fare of fantasy and yet still fantastical
in enough of a way to make it intriguing.
Midnight Riot is more of a police caper that
made me feel like I was reading a story
about Terry Pratchett’s Discworld Night
Watchmen and present-day London. Carrot
has been replaced with Peter Grant, and the
incorrigible Captain Vimes has been re-
placed by Chief Inspector Thomas Nightin-
gale with a cast of additional characters that
is almost as diverse and intriguing as any
fantasy novel I’ve read. I felt like this book
borrowed a lot from other novels that I’ve
read, and yet it was still compelling enough
to overcome my hesitations and drive me to
need to find out what happened next. This
was an overall quick read that introduced
an alternate version of London that I wish
was real.

New Ideas for Your Ranchos Library

Got a holding tank to fill?What about a swimming pool?
Don’t want towaste your preciouswell water or pay PG&E to pump it?

CALL US!

1/
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Click on “Local News” at

Senior Report

K i c k - O f f t o a N e w Y e a r
By Melan ie Wi l l iams

T h e 2 0 2 3 N e w Y e a r i s h e r e !
T h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s S e n i o r

C e n t e r i s r e a d y t o s a y a f o n d
“ g o o d b y e a n d t h a n k y o u ” t o
2 0 2 2 a n d l o o k f o r w a r d w i t h
e x c i t e d a n t i c i p a t i o n f o r 2 0 2 3 .
L o o k i n g b a c k a t t h e l a s t y e a r ,
i t s e e m e d w e w e r e j u s t s t a r t i n g
t o g e t b a c k s o m e o f t h e a c t i v i -
t i e s t h a t C O V I D t o o k a w a y .
W e w e r e a b l e t o b r i n g b a c k t h e
A p r i l H o m e a n d G a r d e n F e s t i -
v a l a n d t h e O c t o b e r C r a f t F a i r .

N o w i t ’ s a l r e a d y t h e b e g i n -
n i n g o f J a n u a r y 2 0 2 3 .

W h i l e m a n y w e e k l y a c t i v i -
t i e s h a v e b e e n u p a n d g o i n g i n

2 0 2 2 , w e s t i l l n e e d h e l p b u i l d -
i n g b a c k o t h e r e v e n t s . J a n u a r y
i s t h e t i m e t o r e n e w y o u r m e m -
b e r s h i p a t t h e R a n c h o s / H i l l s
S e n i o r C e n t e r . N e w a n d R e -
n e w a l M e m b e r s h i p A p p l i c a -
t i o n s f o r 2 0 2 3 a r e a v a i l a b l e a t
t h e C e n t e r . T h e d u e s h e l p t o
k e e p t h e C e n t e r o p e n a n d p r o -
v i d e a c t i v i t i e s f o r s e n i o r s i n
o u r c o m m u n i t y . I f y o u h a v e
a n y q u e s t i o n s , c a l l t h e S e n i o r
C e n t e r a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 .

T h e f i r s t b i g e v e n t t o p l a n
i s t h e r e t u r n o f o u r B u n c o
P a r t y . O u r l a s t B u n c o P a r t y , i n
J u l y o f 2 0 1 9 , h a d 1 2 t a b l e s
g o i n g t h r o u g h t h e e v e n t . C a r o l
W o o d o r g a n i z e d t h e e v e n t a n d

Fernwood Gardens • 645-7677
12090 Fernwood Dr., Madera • www.FernwoodGardens.net

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

Wander our indoor jungle
and see first hand

houseplants that you
won't find anywhere else.
Be ready to fall in love.

Tree planting season is
upon us! Stop in to view

our expansive inventory of
Fruit, Citrus, Shade and

Ornamental trees.
Planting now allows your

trees a head start in
fighting our Summer heat.

❤Happy Valentine's Day from all
of us at Fernwood Gardens❤

1/
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e v e r y o n e h a d f u n m e e t i n g n e w
p e o p l e a n d w i n n i n g s o m e n i c e
p r i z e s . W e h o p e t o h a v e o u r
f i r s t b i g B u n c o P a r t y i n M a y .
W e a r e l o o k i n g f o r v o l u n -
t e e r s t o h e l p C a r o l o r g a n i z e
t h e e v e n t . I f y o u a r e i n t e r -
e s t e d i n h e l p i n g C a r o l
W o o d , c a l l t h e S e n i o r C e n t e r
a t 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 8 6 4 .

T h e n e w a c t i v i t i e s f o r
2 0 2 3 i n c l u d e a t r i p u p t o t h e
G o l d e n C h a i n T h e a t e r i n
O a k h u r s t . T h e G o l d e n C h a i n
p r e s e n t a t i o n s i n c l u d e t h e
H u n c h b a c k o f N o t r e D a m e i n
A p r i l a n d t h e m e l o d r a m a
A n g e l o f C a l a m i t y G u l c h i n
J u n e . I f e i t h e r o f t h e s e p r e -
s e n t a t i o n s a t t h e G o l d e n
C h a i n T h e a t e r i n t e r e s t y o u
a n d y o u ’ r e w i l l i n g t o t r a v e l
u p t o O a k h u r s t , l e t u s k n o w

s o w e c a n a d d y o u t o o u r l i s t .
T h e f i r s t M o n t h l y S a l e o f

2 0 2 3 i s o n S a t u r d a y , F e b . 4
f r o m 8 a . m . t o n o o n . T h e

Ranchos/Hills Senior Center Exercise Class
has (from left) Cindy Lipinski, Jackie Whaley, Do-
lores Camacho and Carol Sierra-McLachlin work-
ing up a sweat.

Exotic houseplants are in stock!

1/23

Please see SENIORS on P. 11



Page 11

www.The Ranchos.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.TheRanchos.com

Visit the Ranchos Independent’s own Website and get fully
downloadable back issues of the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006)

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.
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TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Room Additions & General Contracting • Commercial & Residential
Discount Steel Buildings: Sales & Erecting

Concrete Foundations & Flatwork

SSaayy  yyoouu  ssaaww  iitt  iinn the Ranchos Independent 

• In Article 13A, the WHO’s di-
rector general is empowered to redis-
tribute wealth from advanced nations
to poorer nations.

• In Article 18, the WHO is em-
powered to mandate treatments, proof
of vaccination, contact tracing and
quarantines.

• Throughout the 46 pages of pro-
posals, the WHO creates the institu-
tional structure for digital vaccine
passports.

• In Article 45, the WHO is em-
powered to disclose personal health
data.

• In Annex 1, the WHO is empow-
ered to censor what it determines to be
misinformation or disinformation.

At the end of the day, who
watches WHO(m)? Certainly not the
American people! Three years of
COVID-1984 insanity put on steroids
and made permanent, so that the
World Economic Forum’s global cabal
can have a new, powerful toy. What an
absolute totalitarian nightmare!

“Relax,” the kind, international
health authorities tell the world’s
peasants. “We come in peace. We
need only for you to hand over your
dignity, human rights, and freedoms
and submit to our system of Marxist
socialism, forced medical experimen-
tation, lockdowns, digital tracking,
and censorship — and in exchange,
we will save your lives! Scratch that
– you have no choice; our directives
are now legally binding! Ha-ha, suck-
ers! Science!”

Tyranny always comes in the
form of false benevolence in which
those who profess to be doing the
most good are actually orchestrating
deep and costly harm. It should be no
surprise that totalitarianism today ar-
rives under the guise of medical au-
thority. When spiritual faith and moral
virtue are eliminated from society,
scientific “objectivity” becomes the
perfect vehicle for spreading tyranny
because its priests insist that a higher
power of unbiased professionalism
guides their actions.

When the “golden rule” is re-
placed with the cold, diagnostic rule
of “just following the science,” great
evils are perpetrated against humanity
— in the name of humanity — at the
behest of self-declared “learned” men.
Eugenics, genocide and forced sterili-
zation all had the resolute backing of
“science” at one time, and those who
insist on forgetting those atrocities
while elevating transgender mutila-
tion, abortion on demand, “climate
change” population control and forced
experimental COVID injections in
their stead, only place themselves in a
special category of “useful idiot” for
future historians to dissect.

While the United Nations and
World Health Organization work the
science angle to strip Americans of
their rights and liberties, Pretend Pres-
ident Biden has joined hands with his
communist comrades in arms from
Canada and Mexico to release a joint

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 5

Please see EDITORIAL on P. 16

T r e a s u r e  H o u s e  a n d  B o u t i q u e
w i l l  h a v e  V a l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y
i t e m s  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  M o n t h l y
S a l e .

O u r  v o l u n t e e r  g a r d e n e r s  i n
t h e  S c o u t  G a r d e n  a r e  g e t t i n g
r e a d y  f o r  t h e  A n n u a l  S p r i n g
H o m e  a n d  G a r d e n  S h o w  i n
A p r i l .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  d o -
n a t e  n e w  p l a n t s  o r  e v e n  s o m e
n i c e  g a r d e n  p l a n t s  o r  c u t t i n g s ,
c o n t a c t  t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .

W e  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  a  n e w
y e a r  f o r  o u r  B r o w n  B a g  P r o -
g r a m  t h r o u g h  t h e  M a d e r a  F o o d
B a n k .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  m u s t  f i l l
o u t  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e
B r o w n  B a g  P r o g r a m  a n d  m a i l  i t
w i t h  a  c h e c k  m a d e  o u t  t o  t h e
M a d e r a  F o o d  B a n k .  T h e r e  a r e
d e a d l i n e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e
B r o w n  B a g  P r o g r a m ,  b u t  y o u
c a n  s t i l l  s i g n  u p  d u r i n g  t h e
n e x t  f e w  m o n t h s .  T h e  S e n i o r
C e n t e r  s e r v e s  t h e  M a d e r a  R a n -
c h o s  a r e a  a s  a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n -
t e r  f o r  t h e  M a d e r a  C o u n t y
F o o d  B a n k  B r o w n  B a g  P r o -
g r a m .

S e n i o r s  c a n  j o i n  u s  a t  o u r
m o n t h l y  B i r t h d a y  a n d  A n -
n i v e r s a r y  L u n c h e o n .  O n  t h e

t h i r d  S a t u r d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t h ,
w e  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  s e n i o r s  a n d
t h e i r  s p e c i a l  d a y .  I n  F e b r u a r y ,
w e  a r e  m e e t i n g  a t  T a h o e  J o e ’ s
i n  F r e s n o .  Y o u  c a n  s i g n  u p  a t
t h e  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .

T h e  f i r s t  b i g  e v e n t  o f  t h e
y e a r  i s  o n  T u e s d a y ,  F e b .  1 4  a t
1  p . m .  J o i n  u s  f o r  a  V a l e n -
t i n e ’ s  D a y  P o t l u c k  a n d  G e n -
e r a l  M e e t i n g  a t  t h e  S e n i o r
C e n t e r .

W e e k l y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e
E x e r c i s e  C l a s s  l e d  b y  J o
C h a s e  e v e r y  M o n d a y ,  W e d n e s -
d a y  a n d  F r i d a y  a t  1 0  a . m .  C a r d
G a m e s  a r e  e v e r y  T h u r s d a y  a t
1 2 : 1 5  p . m .  M a n y  s e n i o r s  j u s t
l i k e  t o  s t o p  b y  t o  w o r k  o n  o u r
p u z z l e s  e a c h  m o n t h .  A  v o l u n -
t e e r  s e n i o r  c a n  g i v e  y o u  i n f o r -
m a t i o n  o n  o u r  w e e k l y
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  u p c o m i n g
e v e n t s  e v e r y  w e e k d a y  f r o m  9
a . m .  t o  1  p . m .

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o
a  g r e a t  N e w  Y e a r  a t  t h e  R a n -
c h o s / H i l l  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .

H a p p y  V a l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y .
Q u o t e  f o r  F e b r u a r y :

“ T h o u g h  F e b r u a r y  i s  s h o r t ,  i t
i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  l o t s  o f  l o v e  a n d
s w e e t  s u r p r i s e s . ”  –  C h a r m a i n e
J .  F o rd e

SENIORS cont. from P. 10
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Click on “Local News” at

•Fixed Monthly Costs - Remove the fear of unpredictable energy costs with a
consistent, monthly solar bill that you set!
• Transparent Billing - Stop paying outrageous hidden fees dumped on you by your
utility company and only pay for the energy you use.
• More money for the things you love - Been putting off that beach house vacation
or Caribbean cruise? With solar savings of up to 40%, you can afford the retreat you
deserve.

$1,200 average first year savings • 5 Star rating on Google • Kuubix Master Dealer • FREE Estimate

559-978-7448
6081 N 1st Street • Suite 101 • Fresno • info@solarbystellar.com
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By Sarbjit Singh Johal

SEMCU: Looking Back at
2022 and to the future

The new year is an opportunity to re-
view SEMCU’s accomplishments in 2022.

Like many local organizations, we
geared up our activities after the COVID
pandemic disruptions. However,
SEMCU never stopped helping the com-
munity during the last three years. In
2022, we continued to donate to local
organizations and provided services to
the community like discing of fields as
part of the fire season, giving away free
firewood, donating funds to building a
much-needed stop light at Ranchos Mid-
dle School and donating funds to the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce,
Teen Valley Ranch and the Kiwanis,

among others. We also donated man-
darins to the Sheriff’s and Fire Depart-
ments and the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center. SEMCU bought a table at the an-
nual Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Crab Feed on March 11, 2022.
SEMCU member Verlaine Elinburg ran
for Honorary Mayor of the Ranchos, an
annual fundraising event for charity. She
was able to donate to charity and the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.
Altogether in 2022 during fire season,
SEMCU disked the fields of local home-
owners to help and meet the fire code.
We are prepared to disc more fields this
year due to the rain as there will be more
vegetation to cut down to reduce fire
risks by the County-mandated deadline
of May 1.

The recent above-average rainfall in
California clearly shows us all the need
for more groundwater recharge and bet-
ter flood control. Over the last few years,
SEMCU has funded over half a million
dollars and completed the construction of
146 dry (recharge) wells at no cost to ap-
proved applicants in the SEMCU area.
This year we seek to restart the recharge

wells program by seeking donations and
grant money. If you have part of your
property that you think would benefit
from better drainage after storms, please
contact us to complete an application.

SEMCU continued its pro-
gram of funding the cost of
anyone in
our area
that com-
pleted a
grant writing
course. We’re
continuing to
fund this pro-
gram with the
hopes that more
people will par-
ticipate in and help
our community to
gain access to grant
money. One of the in-
teresting things
about writing and
receiving a grant
is the 20 percent
management fee that
is attached to most grants. That money

can be allocated to the grant writer
if they can manage the grant.

In short, you can take the
course, find, and file for a
grant and then get paid for
managing it. So, a mil-
lion-dollar grant may
have in it $200,000 as a
management fee.

SEMCU also is a
member of our local Inte-

grated Regional Water
Management Group region, a

body mandated by the state to
assess and integrate water proj-
ect funding in designated re-
gions of California. Having a

vote at the Integrated Regional
Water Management Group allows

us to file for grants from the Depart-
ment of Water and Resources as well
as have a say on which water projects

are funded by the Department of
Water and Resources. If you
would like to represent SEMCU at

the Integrated Regional Water Man-

Please see SEMCU on P. 15
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1146 Barstow #G • Clovis
559-297-2528

Caesar Dents
&&Auto Body Repair

If you’ve been involved in a wreck, you know there’s nothing worse. Will
your car be like it was? Will it cost an arm and a leg to fix? Will it take
forever? Call Caesar Dents. Estimates are always free, the work is
impeccable and the price just might surprise you.

Auto • Aircraft • Boats 1/
23

By Sarah Morgan

We all know about 4-H, but we might
not all know about the 4-H Cloverbuds.
What are the
Cloverbuds?

The Clo-
verbuds are a
younger group
of 4-H mem-
bers. Our local
club, Sierra
Shadows, has a
Cloverbud proj-
ect led by Jesse
and Chad
Bower. The purpose of the group is to give
young children the opportunity to learn
more about the 4-H program and to prepare
them for further project selection.”

Cloverbud members said about their
club: Jett said, “I like meeting new friends
and seeing cool stuff like fire trucks.”
Brooke D. said that she likes to draw and

make different types of food. Paisley B.
said that she likes crafts because of the fun
artwork. Iris loves making new friends and
enjoys the fun activities. Brooke T. said that
she really loves goats and horses. Joy said
she wants to stay in 4-H just like her dad,
and that she can’t wait to raise her own an-
imals. Elizabeth says her favorite thing is
raising and showing goats. Paisley F. says
that she wants to stay in 4-H because she
loves to learn new things and it is a bunch
of fun. She really wants to show all of the
animals, big and small.

The Clo-
verbuds have
made cookies,
visited the fire
station, visited
the LEAF build-
ing, learned
about chickens
and had a cook-
ing demo with
cheese balls and
fruit skewers.

The Cloverbuds are going to learn a lot
about this club and their 4-H desires as they
get older.

If you are interested in the program,
the Cloverbuds meet the first Wednesday
of each month and are always happy to
have new members. Feel free to reach out
to our local 4-H club.

agement Group meetings or help obtain
grants, please become involved. Ideas on
what grants we should apply for on behalf
of our community are welcome.

SEMCU donated free firewood to
about 65 homes with a good response
from the community.

SEMCU has actively sought commu-
nity input on its needs. We set up booths
at the Seniors’ Home and Garden Festi-
val in April 2022 and the Flatlander’s
Day Parade and Craft Fair in May 2022.
From both events residents told us about

the need for a local community park.
If you are interested in improving the

quality of life — managing our water re-
sources, traffic, flood control, reducing
fire risks and increasing school safety and
recreation – please participate in our one-
hour monthly virtual meeting and voice
your opinion. 

To reach SEMCU for more informa-
tion or suggestions, call 559-363-9095 or
reach the organization at www.semcu.org
or by email at info@semcu.org.

SEMCU is “By the Community,
For the Community”

SEMCU cont. from P. 14

move  some th ings  to  s to rage  dur -
i ng  ou r  r emode l . ”  “ I ’ l l  j u s t  pu t
Grandma’s  th ings  in  s to rage  un t i l
we  dec ide  who  ge t s  wha t . ”  “ I ’ l l
j u s t  s to re  my  s tu f f  un t i l  a f t e r  we
combine  househo lds  and  see  wha t
we  need .”   

Leg i t ima t e  r e a sons ,  bu t  t he r e
a r e  p i t f a l l s .  Th ings  you  pu t  i n
s to rage  a ren ’ t  t he  th ings  you  use
eve ry  day ,  r i gh t ?  The re fo r e ,
t he r e ’ s  no t  an  u rgency  abou t  r e -
t r i ev ing  t hem,  excep t  maybe  i n
the  case  o f  a  remode l .  Even  then ,
you  migh t  on ly  re t r i eve  the  essen-
t i a l s ,  r e a l i z i ng  you  don ’ t  need  i t
a l l .  

Wha t ’ s  ou t  o f  s i gh t  becomes
out  o f  mind .  I t ’ s  eas ie r  to  wr i t e  a
check  each  mon th  t han  t o  go
through  a l l  those  boxes .  Bes ides ,
maybe  the  k ids  wi l l  wan t  i t  some-
day ,  o r  you  migh t  have  a  ya rd
sa le .  Maybe  you’ve  t r i ed  s t a r t ing
the  p roce s s ,  bu t  you  ge t  ove r -
whelmed,  or  i t  ge ts  too  hot ,  o r  too
co ld  to  work  in  your  un i t .

Each  o f  t he se  s cena r io s  have
the  po t en t i a l  o f  l e ad ing  t o  l ong -

t e rm s to rage .  The  c r azy  th ing  i s ,
t he  l onge r  t h ings  a r e  i n  s t o r age ,
t he  l e s s  va lue  t hey  have  and  t he
more  i t  cos t s  to  keep  them.  

Be fo re  you  choose  t o  s t o r e
th ings  “ fo r  now,”  r e sea r ch  t he
cos t  o f  s t o r age  and  a s se s s  t he
va lue  o f  t he  i t ems  you  p l an  t o
s to re .  Make  su re  the i r  va lue  sup-
po r t s  t he  expense  — even  t em-
po ra r i l y .  Dec ide  up  f ron t  how
much money (months)  you want  to
inves t  and  make  p l ans  t o  emp ty
you r  un i t  by  t he  da t e  you  de t e r -
mine .

I f  you ’ve  a l r eady  i nves t ed
more  than  enough  and  a re  look ing
fo r  he lp  emp ty ing  you r  s t o r age
un i t ,  v i s i t  my  b log  “Wha t ’ s  be -
h ind  doo r  #1213?”  a t  www.o rga -
n izedbychoice .com/get t ing-organi
z e d / 2 0 1 8 / 3 / 2 6 / w h a t s - b e h i n d -
door -1213?rq=s to rage ,  o r  con tac t
me .  I f  i t ’ s  someth ing  you  can  l ive
wi thou t  — then  do!

Contact Organized by Choice at  P.O.
Box 26152, Fresno, CA 93729, call 559-
871-3314 or email info@organized by-
choice.com. You can visi t www.
organizedbychoice.com when you go
online.

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7
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2023 Brings New Kiwanis Activities to Ranchos
Kiwanis Korner

www.RanchosKiwanis.com

DECEMBER 2022

Median Listing Price
$449K

Median Days on Market
20

Median Sold Price
$440K

Median Price/SF Sold
$253

Data based on the
Fresno County MLS

Thinking of buying or selling a home?
Don’t know where to start?

Call or contact us.

Mary Avigliano
559-367-7264

mary@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR® • DRE 02093132

Jessica Gonzales
559-408-1784

jess@ironkeyrealestate.com
REALTOR ® • DRE 02136161

WE GOT YOU!

1/
23

Real Estate
“Real estate is
my life! I make
your real estate

dreams a reality.”

1/
23

“Put my experience, knowledge, service and professionalism to work for you.”

Integrity, Dedication, Results
www.homesmartpva.com/mfoto • DRE #01454566

559-250-6740 • mfotorealtor@gmail.com

By Sally Rowden

Madera Ranchos Kiwanis are into the New Year
planning exciting community events. The first event
for the year is a Valentine’s Day Limo Ride on Feb.
11. You can visit Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce at 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C for tickets or call
559-970-7035 or 559-333-1913. You can also email
rowdensally2@gmail.com. Tickets are $45 each with
the drawing to be held on Feb. 3 at the Pizza Factory
at 6:30 p.m. Take a chance to win this hearty, fun-
filled limo ride for yourself and 12 to 14 of your loved
ones.

Future events that are in the planning stages in-
clude The John Minney Scholarship Fundraiser be-
ginning in March. Then in April a Madera Ranchos
Talent Show, with May bringing a Food Truck Hoe
Down and Corn Hole Competition. Leading us into
November with the Christmas Tea & Boutique. It’s al-

ways possible a few other events could take place so con-
tinue to follow us in the Ranchos Independent and visit
our Facebook page at Madera Ranchos Kiwanis. Monies
raised support our children and our communities.

We will be supporting the Madera County 9/11 Fire
Fighter Memorial. If you recall, a 14-foot steel beam sal-
vaged from the Twin Tower attacks on Sept. 11 traveled
through the Madera Ranchos on May 28, 2022. Its final
resting spot is at the historic Courthouse Park in Madera
County. To complete the memorial the community can
become involved in the 9/11 Fire Fighter Memorial Brick
Program. Individuals, groups and agencies can donate
$150 top obtain an 8” by 8” brick with their own inscrip-
tion to be part of the brick pathway that will lead to the
memorial site. Our brick will read “Ranchos Kiwanis”.
For more information go to madera911memorial.com.

If you’ve been following our articles you know that
I enjoy closing with a quote. Here’s my choice to start
out the year. “If you see someone without a smile, give
them one of yours.” – Dolly Parton

“Declaration of North America,” or
DNA, in which Biden, Trudeau and
López-Obrador make clear that Amer-
ican sovereignty and self-determina-
tion will be replaced with a Marxist,
bureaucratic super-state. Echoing the
WHO’s newly created mission objec-
tives, North America’s Commie Dec-
laration asserts that government
obsessions with diversity, inclusion,
equity, climate change, mass migration
and health will forever take precedence
over individual liberty, limited gov-
ernment, constitutional safeguards or
the Bill of Rights. Welcome to the

“ruling class’s” progressive vision for
Americans’ future, in which a tyranny
of self-proclaimed expertise will be
used to smother Americans’ freedoms
for their “own good.” It goes without
saying that the DNA should be put on
Do Not Resuscitate ASAP.

Does this make you mad? Does
this get under your skin and put a gri-
mace on your face?

Good.
Cold, righteous anger is what

changes the world — not the Machi-
avellian machinations of the World
Economic Forum’s national security
surveillance State. The globalists have
bought into their new deterministic re-

ligion that quantifies human beings as
nothing more than algorithms that can
be manipulated at will to do the bidding
of the self-identified “ruling elites.”
They see themselves as “gods” and the
rest of us as “ones” and “zeroes” who
have no free will of our own. As with
all destroyers of humanity who falsely
identify as its saviors, they are blinded
by ignorance and consumed by hate.
While they seek more and more control
over humanity, they are waking up
more and more humans who refuse to
be controlled. They are reminding the
world that the real battle before us is
between “progressivism’s” obsession
with death and the human race’s natu-

ral inclination to be free.
When George Washington crossed

the Delaware River in a surprise attack
against Hessian forces on Christmas
Day, after all, he didn’t first ask per-
mission from a Deep State or make sure
the health bureaucracy said, “okay.”
No Dr. Fauci, WHO or DNA could
have gotten in the general’s way. What
the globalists don’t understand is that
in America and throughout the West,
the Delaware River lies just ahead. And
once a revolution in the minds of the
people begins, they’ll waste no time
getting to the other shore.

This editorial originally appeared
on Redwave.press.

EDITORIAL cont. from P. 11
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
the Ranchos Independent

By Betty Van Valkenburg

Unless we’ve all been comatose for a
while, we’ve heard from every news source
ad infinitum that raising the national debt
ceiling is crucial to saving the world. Appar-
ently, the sky is falling. America as we know
her is doomed unless Congress raises the
debt ceiling! Having been increased by $4
trillion in just two years, the current debt
limit is already a whopping $34.1 trillion –
and we’re told that is not enough. Even the
sky is not the limit. Thank goodness that
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellin will use “ex-
traordinary measures” to finance the gov-
ernment, measures that the Treasury calls
“behind-the-scenes accounting maneuvers.”
Question: Are we ordinary citizens allowed
to use “behind-the-scenes accounting ma-
neuvers” when filing our tax returns?

The U.S. Department of the Treasury
website states: The debt limit is the total
amount of money that the United States gov-
ernment is authorized to borrow to meet its
existing legal obligations, including Social
Security and Medicare benefits, military
salaries, interest on the national debt, tax re-
funds and other payments. The debt limit
does not authorize new spending commit-
ments. It simply allows the government to fi-
nance existing legal obligations that
Congresses and presidents of both parties
have made in the past.

Failing to increase the debt limit would
have catastrophic economic consequences.
It would cause the government to default on
its legal obligations – an unprecedented
event in American history. That would pre-
cipitate another financial crisis and threaten
the jobs and savings of everyday Americans
– putting the United States right back in a
deep economic hole…

Congress has always acted when
called upon to raise the debt limit. Since
1960, Congress has acted 78 separate times
to permanently raise, temporarily extend, or
revise the definition of the debt limit … Con-
gressional leaders in both parties have rec-
ognized that this is necessary.

Wow, that’s a lot to unpack.
Is the cart before the horse here?

Shouldn’t the debt ceiling limit the spend-
ing? Instead, it seems that Congress spends

as much as it wants and then raises the ceil-
ing to cover their profligacy.

Please notice that “Failing to increase
the debt limit would… cause the government
to default on its legal obligations.” Perhaps
members ofCongress should have considered
that before spending like drunken politicians.

Also note the boast that Congress has
never failed to raise the debt limit or ac-
commodate spending increases. No won-
der we are drowning in debt. Excessive
spending is allowed and expected and Con-
gress is complicit. In fact, lawmakers, in-
cluding Republicans, voted to pass the
massive $1.7 trillion omnibus bill just last
month, doing their best to spend the country
into oblivion.

IfCongressalways spendsmore than the
debt limit allows and then raises the limit to
cover its spendingsprees, then there isnolimit!

Who’s demented?
President Joe Biden has called Repub-

licans “fiscally demented” for criticizing the
Democrats’ big spending habits. Tennessee
Senator Marsha Blackburn countered: “If
wanting a balanced budget is fiscally de-
mented, I’m not sure what you would call
the economic devastation under President
Biden’s leadership.”

Senator Katie Britt of Alabama said that
President Biden’s reckless tax-and-spend
policies have fueled generationally high in-
flation and crushed Americans who are sim-
ply trying to make ends meet. “He’s hired
87,000 new IRS agents while leaving our
Border Patrol agents short-handed to deal
with the unprecedented national security and
humanitarian crisis he caused at the border.”

Representative Andy Biggs tweeted:
“We cannot raise the debt ceiling. Democ-
rats have carelessly spent our taxpayer
money and devalued our currency. They’ve
made their bed, so they must lie in it.”

Republicans have insisted that raising
the debt ceiling should be tied to reduced
spending. Imagine that. But the White
House’s response has been that there would
be no negotiation. In other words: spend,
spend, spend. There is no ceiling.

I never dreamed that I’d consider my-
self part of a “demented” group. But if re-
quirements for inclusion are the desire for
fiscal restraint, lower taxes, a safe and stable
society and limited government intrusion in
our lives and businesses, then you can count
me as part of the club. As a matter of fact,
I’m so demented that I want our southern
border secured and the human and drug traf-
fic stopped. I want the global warming lie to
be put to rest forever and for the Davos
World Economic Forum crowd to take their
carbon-spewing jets home and stay there.

And, yes, I’m so demented that I still
love America and pray for her return to san-
ity and Constitutional principles.

Debt Ceiling
Needs Repair!

David Allen Bauer
December 22, 1973 - December 29, 2022

In Memoriam

David Allen
Bauer was born on
Dec. 22, 1973 to
Ralph Bauer and
Roberta Lewis. He
was always active
and played a variety
of sports growing
up, including foot-
ball, basketball and
setting a track
record at Madera
High for the 400
meter sprint in 1992. David never took
life too seriously and always had a smile
on his face. At 19 years old, he got a job
at UPS and that was where he worked
for almost 30 years as a part of the
“brown family.” It was there that he
made lifelong friendships and a lasting
impact on every person he met.

In 2001, David met Leann Mc-
Queen while he was delivering a pack-
age to her workplace. They both hit it off
immediately. On April 6, 2002, David
and Leann got married and moved into
his house in the Ranchos with her
daughter, Morgan. David and Leann
welcomed their daughter, Jensen, in
2003. In 2005 they added their last
daughter, Karsyn, to the family. Nobody
rocked being a “girl’s dad” more than
David. He wore the badge with honor.
David was so proud to be the dad of
three daughters.

Everyone who knew David knew
he loved a good tech gadget and he al-
ways found a way to MacGyver any-
thing around him. David enjoyed

watching his
youngest play soft-
ball — and was ar-
guably the most
devoted softball
dad out there. More
than anything
though, he loved
his family. He also
loved to be able to
help people. He
would drop every-
thing to help some-

one in need. That was just the kind of
person he was.

In 2020, David became a grandpa to
Morgan’s son, Greyson. Everyone
thought he loved the role of being a dad
until they saw how much he loved being
a grandpa. There was no better pair than
David and his grandson.

David Bauer passed away on
Thursday, Dec. 29, 2022 at 49 years
old. He is survived by his wife, Leann,
their three daughters, Morgan, Jensen
and Karsyn, his son-in-law Kevin, his
grandson Greyson, his brothers, Jason
and Steven, his sisters, Lisa and Nicole,
and his father, Ralph and mother,
Roberta.

There will be a Celebration of Life
for David on Saturday, Feb. 4, 2023 at
11 a.m. in the Liberty High School the-
ater to honor David, his life and the
amazing person that he was. David’s
kindness, willingness to help everyone
around him, love for his family, his
smile and the sparkle in his eyes will
never be forgotten.
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Today!
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RRAANNDDYY  BBAAIILLEEYY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential

• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial
• Locally Owned

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
41453 Ave. 14 1/2
Madera Ranchos

www.jhsanders.com

Sales & Leasing

822-4500

NEW & USED
CARS & TRUCKS

All Makes & Models

J.H. SandersGeneral & Custom Auto
Service & Repairs

559-645-1578

Call Gina
at 559-289-3401

email
BubbasWTS@yahoo.com

Covering
Mountain Areas
& the Central Valleycall Mag Anaya Jr.

559-974-1357Ranchos
Resident

Yard cleanups & hauling • Weed control
Lawn & garden service • Maintenance

Weekly & monthly service 
(not a licensed contractor)

commercial, residential
and industrial landscaping

info@TouchOfGreenLandscape.us

CA LIC. #934774

559-242-6352call

Ranchos Crafters’ Studio & Gifts
559-824-6336

37164 Ave. 12 #102 (behind Subway)

AArrttss  &&  CCrraaffttss  SSttuuddiioo  ••  BBiissqquuee  ••  WWoooodd  IItteemmss

Jose Lopez
559-779-0401
call

Lic. #1042108

DRIVEWAYS•SIDEWALKS•COMMERCIAL•RESIDENTIAL

HAIRCUTS

37184 AVE. 12 #104
(behind Pizza Factory)

439-2004

$15
Seniors Thursdays ONLY $13!

674-1663
ssaammee  ddaayy  sseerrvviiccee

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR
EXISTING PROPERTY!
For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

10878 HWY 41 • 559-645-4849
www.bedrockeng.com

559-363-9095
3rd Monday of the month • 6 p.m.
37191 Ave. 12, Madera Ranchos

“For the
community,

by the
community.”

SEMCU
““SSeerrvviiccee  yyoouu  ccaann  ttrruusstt,,
pprriicceess  yyoouu  ccaann  aaffffoorrdd..””

645-5324
The ONLY

locally owned
propane company

in the Ranchos

559-481-6875
37193 Ave. 12 #3H

info@acts176.com

Madera Ranchos

36754 AVE. 12 •Madera Ranchos

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

660-5262

7355 N. Palm #100
Fresno

NorthwestPediatricMedicalGroup.com

“Right off
of Highway 41
at Friant.”

559-271-6302

We’re
Accepting

NEW Patients

559-645-5363
CA #441782•www.chadstrucking.com

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL
SAND & GRAVEL• CRUSHED ROCK
FILL DIRT•TOP SOIL•HUMUS•BARK
CHIPS•RIVER ROCK•BASE ROCK

ROCK DUST•COBBLESTONES
DRIVEWAY  BASE

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP

The Ranchos
Independent 

Put

to work for you.
CALL 645-0634

Today!

Get Involved!

645-4001
2nd Wed. of the month • 6:30 p.m.

37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in the

Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

local news • local events • local happenings
editorial • games • real estate • columns
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SPREAD THE NEWS!
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Click on “Local News” at

Classified
Carpet Cleaning
Pinnacle Carpet Care and Uphol-
stery - "Dries in hours, not days."
BBB A+ rating. Golden Valley
Chamber member. Call Bruce today
for a free estimate. 559-676-0760.

Chimney Sweep
Paul the Chimney Sweep Guy- 29
years of experience. Wood stove in-
serts, pellet stoves and fireplaces.
Also clean clothes dryer vents.

REMEMBER: THINK SAFETY,
BURN SAFELY! Call 559-908-9332.

Gutter Services
The Gut ter Doctor spec ia l i z ing
in bo th con t inuous and s tanda rd
ra in gu t t e r s . Genera l Con t rac to r .
Repa i r Main tenance . 26 yea r s
work ing in the a rea . Cal l 5 5 9 -
9 0 8 - 0 7 5 9 .

Housecleaning
O v e r 4 0 y a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e -
R e f e r e n c e s a v a i l a b l e - L u p e ’ s
H o u s e C l e a n i n g , r e s i d e n t i a l ,
o n e - t i m e s e r v i c e , m o v e -
i n s / m o v e - o u t s , w i n d o w s , c o n -
s t r u c t i o n c l e a n u p .
L u p e P r a d o 2 5 @ y a h o o . c o m .
5 5 9 - 9 1 6 - 1 5 2 8 o r 6 5 0 - 7 7 1 -
2 9 1 5 .

Property Clean Up
P r o p e r t y c l e a n u p , l a n d s c a p e
maintenance and tree tr imming
- F R E E E S T I M A T E S . P r o f e s -
s iona l and re l i ab l e . Cal l Er ic a t
559-903-3757 .

Recyclables Pick Up
K E E P I T L O C A L - F R E E R E -
C Y C L A B L E P I C K U P - K I D S
4 R E C Y C L I N G o f f e r s p i c k u p
o f a l l r e c y c l a b l e m a t e r i a l s i n -
c l u d i n g n e w s p a p e r , s h r e d d e d
p a p e r , c o n t a i n e r s , p l a s t i c ,
g l a s s , a l u m i n u m a n d c a r d -
b o a r d . C a l l D i a n a a t 9 9 9 -
6 8 3 2 . F u n d s s u p p o r t R a n c h o s
c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Tractor/Trenching Services
BOBCAT WORK - DRILLING POST-
HOLES - Trees - Trenching - Clean Up.
TRACTOR WORK Discing - Ro-
totilling - Mowing - Scraping - Stump
Grinding. Call John at 908-1066.

Window Cleaning Services
Most windows $5 inside/out -
Screen, track, sills. Remove hard
water stains on home windows, shower
doors and car windows. Cobweb re-
moval too. Fully insured.

Call Nick at 285-1723. Free esti-
mates.

©2023 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

The idea of Go Figure is to ar-
rive at the figures given at the
bottom and right-hand columns
of the diagram by following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use
only the numbers below the di-
agram to complete its blank
squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

36754AVE. 12 • 660-5262

Specializing inAUTOACCIDENTS

STOP THE PAIN!

1/23

“We’ve got your back”
D.O.T. Physicals • Drug Testing

Sports Physicals only $35!

TTOO
AADDVVEERRTTIISSEE

ccaallll
555599--664455--00663344

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates are
crazy cheap

and crazy effective!  

• To make a nice ice pack, enclose several ice
cubes in a plastic, sealable baggie, then wrap in
a bandana. You can tie the ends together to keep
the cover from slipping. When you want to re-
freeze, put the baggie in the freezer and hang
the bandana to dry. It will dry very quickly and
can be reused soon.
• Want to get the most bang for your buck at the
takeaway salad bar? Load up on bacon, walnuts,
cheese, meats and dried fruits; go light on green
beans, cucumbers, hard-boiled eggs, celery, radishes and chickpeas, which were marked
up 200 to 300 percent.
• "When you clean out your fish tank, recycle the used water by pouring it on your house
or garden plants. I don't know what it is in the water, but it makes shrubs and flowers
grow like crazy." -- Patti in Orlando, Florida
• "The all-time best remedy for a runny nose or sore throat doesn't cost hardly a thing:
It's plain old saltwater. Mix a half-teaspoon into a cup of hot water and gargle twice to
three times a day. If the taste is off-putting, try swishing a bit of mouthwash in your
mouth just before you gargle with the saltwater. This works so well, and even my doc-
tor thinks it's a great idea." -- F.L. in Michigan
• Use salt to clean out your garbage disposal. Kosher salt has larger grains that work very
well. Dump a half-cup in the disposal, run the cold water and hit the switch. The grains
scour the inside, leaving a better smelling drain.
• "Here's a great after-workout drink I just found out about: chocolate milk. The trainer
at my gym prefers it over the fancy and costly "post-workout" drinks at the gym's
smoothie bar." -- I.E. in Oregon

Send your tips to Now Here's a Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Make a start on that new workplace challenge. But get more
information before you find yourself too deeply involved without knowing in which direction you
should go.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You might find things becoming tedious as your schedule slows
down after the holidays. Use this time to get information about a possible post-New Year job change.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The creative Twin finds outlets for his or her ideas in the early part
of the week. The practical Twin takes it a step further and rallies support to turn the ideas into reality.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) It's time to stop being intimidated by someone's negative
behavior. Start taking positive steps on your own to help strengthen your position down the line.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Look closely at that so-called golden opportunity. Best to be a
cautious Cat who approaches things slowly, rather than one who pounces without knowing where
you'll land.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your apology can resolve that personal situation before it
overshadows the start of your new year. You'll feel better, even if you're only partly to blame for
what happened.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Avoid overtaxing yourself, even if your energy levels are
high and you feel that you can do it all. Best to pace yourself so you won't run yourself down.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your sense of humor helps get you through a stressful
period. Some of your quick quips can take the edge off any remaining negativity being aimed at
you.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Your artistic talents not only help you express
yourself these days, but they also set up a line of communication between you and someone very
special.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) It's fine to appreciate the importance of having a
"proper form" for doing things. But relax a bit in order to allow newcomers on the project to feel
less intimidated by you.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Use your boundless reserve of optimism to persuade
others to work with you so that you can resolve a difficult workplace problem before it ruins the
dynamics in place.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You brim over with self-confidence as you begin to tackle a
new challenge. And, before you know it, you're not alone: Others have taken the plunge with you.

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

You have a highly defined sense of commitment to others.
You would make a fine social worker.
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Click on “Local News” at

1. HISTORY: What is the name of the an-
cient trade route that connected the East and
West? 2. LITERATURE: What was play-
wright Anton Chekhov's other profession? 3.
TELEVISION: Who are the next-door neigh-
bors in TV's sitcom "Laverne & Shirley"? 4.
GEOGRAPHY: Which continent has the
most countries? 5. MUSIC: What does the
shortened term K-pop stand for? 6. FOOD &
DRINK: What is another name for a kiwi? 7.
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: From which
Roman god did the month of January get its
name? 8. MEDICAL TERMS: If you suffer
from medial tibial stress syndrome, what is
the condition commonly called? 9. PSY-
CHOLOGY: What irrational fear is repre-
sented in the condition called ablutophobia?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a baby
turkey called?

1.TheSilkRoad.
2.Physician.
3.LennyandSquiggy.
4.Africa.
5.Koreanpopularmusic.
6.Chinesegooseberry.
7.Janus,thegodofbeginningsandendings.
8.Shinsplints.
9.Fearofbathing.
10.Apoult.

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SUDOKU
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The teleconference number is 312-757-3121
and the Access Code is 715-657-949.

1/
23

Until further notice, the regular SEMCU
meetings will take place via teleconference.
Please let us know if you have any questions.

New Year,
New Solutions!
Please join us for One Hour to provide
questions, concerns and solutions to
the community. Our next meeting is

Monday, February 20 at 6 p.m.




