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After set-backs, problemswith suppliers, bad
weather and a host of other obstacles, newly completed

HawkStadiumat LibertyHighSchool opens its doors to a
capacity crowd for Homecoming onOctober 29. (Story on page 16)
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By Jessy DeChamplain and Sara Ojeda,
Liberty High Hawk Talk Staff

Liberty High School suffered a great
loss the week of Oct. 24 when their head
custodian,Wayne Trittler, perished Tues-
day morning, Oct. 26 at 6 a.m. due to
complications after a stroke the week be-
fore.

Wayne Trittler was a man who gave
more of himself to others than any of us
will ever know. Those who attend Liberty
will probably not take a second glance at
the ground they walk on, but Wayne val-
ued the students and faculty so much that
he would come to the school at four in the
morning to pressure-wash the concrete so
it would be presentable.

When asked what memory from
LHS would last forever, Wayne replied
with a smile, “The kids – they’re a great
bunch of kids.” Some students had the
privilege of knowingWayne as more than
just “the custodian.”

Jordan Grossardt recalled a memory
from last year. He tells of how it had just
rained and there were puddles on the
campus. “Wayne drove through a big
puddle in an attempt to splash me, but got
himself wet instead. ‘Why’d you get me
wet for?’Wayne asked, jokingly. He then
made it his mission to get me wet by driv-
ing through more puddles, only to con-
tinue drenching himself. As a last resort,
he drove through the sprinklers until both
of us were soaked.”

Jokes like this were common with
Wayne. Tyler Abell, another student at
Liberty, is a neighbor of Wayne and re-
flects on a fond memory of him. Tyler’s
father would shoot the squirrels that
would run atop the fence. Knowing this,

Wayne Trittler
April 4, 1955 - October 26, 2010

In Memoriam

Please seeWAYNE on P. 18

Click on “Local News” at

By Christi McKinney

On Sept. 28 during
an evening commute in
Fresno, California High-
way Patrol Sergeant and
new Ranchos resident
Lincoln McKenna was
off duty and riding his
KawasakiKLR650dual-
sport motorcycle east on
Herndon Avenue near
Palm Avenue. McKenna
had done this drive be-
fore, but something was
different this night. At
around 5:15 p.m.,
McKennawas being tail-
gated by a silver, four-
door, Toyota Tundra
pickup whose driver ap-
peared to be unhappy
with McKenna’s lane
choices. In a matter of
moments the dissatisfac-
tionmorphed into a type of road rage that left
McKenna forced off the road, crashed into a
light post with his right leg severed below the
knee.

The driver of theToyotaTundra sped off
and has not been found.

Life Changing
Life has been anything but normal for

some of our newest Ranchos neighbors, the
McKenna Family. Lincoln McKenna is an
eight-year veteran of theCHPwhose cowork-
ers describe as a level-headed, easy going guy
whowas thrilled when he recently received a
well deserved, long awaited promotion toSer-

geant.MelindaMcKenna is a part time realtor
withLondonProperties and a full timemother
of Rebecca, 14, Rylan, 6, Austin, 5 and Kae-
lyn, 3. To top it off she’s currently 5½months
pregnant with the couple’s fifth child.

The McKenna’s had wanted for several
years to move to the Ranchos to raise their
family. They have friends here and they were
excited to live in the country and own some
land. As a realtor, Melinda always had her
eyes open for just the right house for their
growing family. Melinda was excited when
she came across a listing for a “fixer upper”
on Mark Road that had everything they
wanted in a home.When she walked through

it she immediately
knew itwas perfect for
their family.

“Lincoln is an
avid do-it-yourselfer
and enjoys home im-
provement projects,”
Melinda said.

They made an
offer and purchased
the home, however,
Melinda said the loan
process had been a
long, difficult one that
seemed to have prob-
lems at every turn.
“The loan was 19
days late in closing
and we were advised
that if the loan didn’t
fund by 4:30 on Sep-
tember 28th we
would lose our de-
posit as well as all
funds associated with

loan,” a stressed Melinda said. “The loan
funded at 4:30 on the 28th.” When Lincoln
called about 5 p.m. Melinda was thrilled to
share the news. “We own the home!” she
said to Lincoln.

A Weight Lifted ... Temporarily
Both Lincoln andMelinda said they felt

like the weight of the world had been lifted
from their shoulders. “All we had to do was
pick up the keys the next day,”Melinda said.
They excitedly talked about celebrating that
night and after talking to Lincoln, Melinda

FamilyTragedy Finds Comfort in Ranchos Community
Newest Ranchos Family Endures HorrifficAccident on Same Day Escrow Closes on Ranchos Home

It’s a welcome home copter ride for the Ranchos’ newest resident, CHP Sgt. Lincoln
McKenna , on gurney, as CHP Officers Andrea Brown and Jeff Andriese, center, supervise as
two EMTs from Pistoresi Ambulance prepare to wheel McKenna home.

Please seeMcKENNA on P. 20

On Veteran’s Day, Thursday, Nov. 11, Ranchos Boy Scout
Troop 118 raised the flag at Liberty High School accompanied by
a trumpet revelry from Eagle Scout Ryan Chaney. The Scouts
raised the flag at sunrise and retired it at sunset with the LHS Cadet
Corps in attendance for the ceremony. God bless our veterans.

Scouts’Veterans Ceremony

Photo courtesy of Bruce Blair

Photo courtesy of Christi McKinney

Election Brings Questions
By the end of election night, Tuesday, Nov. 2, the win-

ners of the race for Golden Valley School Board seemed
pretty clear: Kathleen Crumpton - 1,825 votes; Mona Diaz
- 1,690 votes; Brian Freeman - 1,203 votes; John Grauer -
1,196 votes; Write In (Steven Lewis) - 1,102 votes; and Ed-
ward Moseley - 832 votes. But as of today (Nov. 18) there
are still 560 mail-in votes and 100 provisional votes for the
School District race that haven’t been counted and the
County has until Nov. 28 to count them.

With a total of 660 votes still out there Crumpton and
Diaz are safe but Freeman is only ahead of Grauer by seven
votes. That many votes could make Steven Lewis the num-
ber three candidate and do the same thing for Edward
Moseley.

Obviously all those votes will not go to one candidate,
but Grauer and Lewis are both within striking distance and
Freeman potentially has the most to lose. Keep watching!
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Nearly
5 million
U.S. homes
already rely
on clean, safe
propane ...

Propane is an approved,
clean fuel listed in the
1990 Clean Air Act and
the Energy Policy Act
of 1992.

Propane is one of the cleanest burning of
all fossil fuels, is nontoxic and is not
harmful to soil or water.

What are YOU waiting for?

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
AVAILABLE BETWEEN JULY 1 - AUG. 31, 2011 • MUST BE A VALLEY PROPANE CUSTOMER

WIN250GALLONSOFPROPANE

MAIL TO: Val ley Propane • PO Box 125 • Mendota, CA 93640

PROUDLY
SERVING

THE
MADERA
RANCHOS

SERVINGALL THERANCHOS’PROPANENEEDS

Propane fulfills energy
needs by burning
cleanly and efficiently,
giving you more
value for your
energy dollar.

••     FFRREEEE  LLEEAAKK  TTEESSTT  ••    FFRREEEE  TTAANNKK  RREENNTTAALL  FFIIRRSSTT  YYEEAARR    ••
Service you can trust at prices you can afford! We are locally owned.

Propane is used for furnaces, water
heaters, air conditioners, outdoor
grills, fireplaces and appliances.
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Click on “Local News” at

By Ellen Mester

Everyone is invited to theannualRanchosLibraryChristmaspartyonDec.2at6p.m.hosted
by the Friends of the Library. Refreshments will be served and children are encouraged to deco-
rate the library Christmas tree. It’s a great time for fellowship and an opportunity to learn more
about the Friends of the Library.

Friends Book Sale Room
With the holidays approaching, think about picking up a first edition novel at an incredible

price for a truly economical gift. Or shop for children’s books or paperbacks to give to needy
families or veterans. Our Friends of the Library book sale room is well-stocked with a wide va-
riety of choices all for lowprices.The proceeds from the sales go to purchasing newaudio books
andDVD’s.

We are also collecting children’s books in cooperationwith theWaterford Foundation to be
given toneedy families in theValleyasChristmaspresents. If youwould like tohelpchildrenwho
have never owned their own books and have little exposure to the joy of reading, then please
mark your book donations specifically for the Waterford Foundation and bring them to the li-
brary during our regular business hours.

Holiday Hours
Many of our patrons have complained about our hours and our confusing furlough sched-

ule. If you aren’t certain which days we are open, please look at our website www.madera-
countylibrary.organdclickon the furloughschedule.Orpickuponeofour cards at the frontdesk.
For theThanksgivingholidaywewill be closedonWednesday,Nov. 24 throughFriday,Nov. 26.
Wewill be open on the following Saturday, Nov. 27 at our regular hours.

New Volunteers
We have two new volunteers who have been a tremendous help with our children’s pro-

grams. Ginger Taylor, retired teacher from Sierra View, has been helping kids with their home-
work each Wednesday and Thursday for the past month. In order to prevent her from being
overwhelmed, please set up a time tomeetwith her at the library if you are interested in her help.
DianeMaxfield, retired teacher fromWebster, is ournewpreschool storyandactivity leader every
Thursday morning at 11 a.m. Her songs and activities keep the little ones moving while they’re
learning.

Book Recommendations
Juvenile Fiction: Closed for the Season by Mary Downing

Hahn. Imaginebeing13andmoving toasmall town in theVirginia
foothills only to discover that the last owner of your new home
wasmurdered in the house— thrown down the basement stairs.
Somekidsmight think thiswas exciting, but for LoganForbes it
seemed like a bad omen until his neighbor,Arthur Jenkins, talks
himinto solving themysteryofMyrtleDonaldson’sdeathwhich
is directly linked to the closing of theMagic Forest amusement
park after millions of dollars ended up missing. The two boys
outmaneuver the local bad guys but get blindsided by those
they thought they could trust. It’s a great mystery for young
readers that keeps you guessing to the end.

Adult Fiction: The
ChristmasSecretbyDonnaVanLiere.

Get into the Christmas spirit with a beautiful story of love,
hopeand faith.ChristineEisleycanbarelymakeendsmeetwork-
ing as a waitress and raising her two young children alone. In a
twist of fate,Christine endsup savingawomen’s lifebut indoing
so, loses her job. Just when things look hopeless, amiracle hap-
pensandChristineendsupwithblessings shehadn’t even imag-
ined. VanLiere has a way of making her stories and characters
believable and touching. If you are looking for a light enjoy-
able read for the holidays, this is the one.

Checkout thesebooksandmoreat the libraryandalways
remember your library card – don’t leave homewithout it!

The Bookshelf

Library Christmas Party, Book Sale
Annual Community
Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

for more information, contact
the Golden Valley Chamber at

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Santawill arriveearly
at theceremony

andphotoswill beavailable!

Cookies - Coffee - Hot Cider

Christmas carols by
Flipside Church

and area Girl Scouts

Pick a star for a Veteran at VA Hospital.*

Items may be brought to the tree lighting!

Maywood Shopping
Center • Friday,
Dec. 3 • 6 p.m.

*Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand
towels, white socks, lap blankets, toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, L and XL white t-shirts, new books.

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167Ave. 12 #5C • Madera Ranchos

goldenvalleychamber@theranchos.com
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By Randy Bailey

Another election has come and gone
and with it great changes.

But not in California.
As the polls closed on the eastern

seaboard on election night we, by virtue of a
three hour time advantage, got to watch race
after race unfold and, in some cases, empires
fall. The same thing happened as the clock
ticked on and the polls closed in themidwest
and in theGreat Plains states. TheAmerican
people had told their elected officials that
there were certain things this new adminis-
tration was ramming through congress that
they didn’t agree with but their elected offi-
cials turned a deaf ear. Frustrated, theAmer-
ican people did the only thing they had at
their disposal: They threw the bums out.

But not in California.
AcrossAmerica the ballots were turned

in and resulted in more than 60 seats in the
U.S. House going to the Republicans, more
than enough to take control from Nancy
Pelosi and her minions, and six seats in the
Senate where, unfortunately, 10 seats were
needed to try to return us to sanity. But be-
yond those numbers was a much bigger
story. While the federal election results
hinted that a movement might be afoot, the
numbers from the statewide elections veri-
fied the Democrats’ worse suspicions.
Across the country, in addition to the gains at
the federal level, Republicans won nearly
125 seats in state senate races and in state
house seats prevailed in a staggering 550

state assembly seats totalling 675 seats con-
verted, nationwide, from Democrat to Re-
publican.

But not in California.
No, in California we do things a little

differently. We get a Republican elected
Governor and then find out the only thing
Republican about him is the “R” after his
name, an obvious fact that eludes any rank
and file Democrat who will argue with you
ad nauseum, “We had a Republican Gover-
nor and look at themesswe’re in!”We’re so
devoid of new ideas in this state that the only
solutionwe can drum up is a relic from over
30 years ago. It’s kind of like you’re not
happy with the performance of your family
auto so you decide the only solution is to go
out and replace it. Your choice? A 1978
AMCPacer. Or your computer takes a dump
on you so you go out and order anAtari 400.
Or how about you can’t get your iPod to play
so you let someone talk you into one of these
newfangled “8-Track” tape players. NOW
we’re talking.

The best part of all of this is how stupid
these patronizing know-nothings think we
are. Right before the election I was driving
home from my Mom’s house in Clovis and
as I got onto the 41 Freeway heading north
off of Herndon there was an abundance of
election signs stuck on that open lot right
next to the freeway. I passed them pretty
quickly but there was one right out in front
that really caughtmy eye. It was for Barbara
Boxer and it said, “Barbara Boxer: Jobs for
California.”

Not in California

“Government
growing beyond

our consent
had become a

lumbering
giant, slamming

shut the gates
of opportunity,
threatening to
crush the very

roots of our
freedom.”

Editorial

Excuse me?
You mean to tell me that California has

been suffering with 12.5 percent unemploy-
ment (closer to 18 percent according to some
economists) and all alongBarbara Boxer has
had jobs for California? How come she had-
n’t coughed up any of those jobs to out-of-
work Californians yet? You mean she had
jobs and was using them as leverage in the
election? Maybe she didn’t physically have
the jobs but she had a bunch of good ideas to
get jobs for California, sowhen did she think
of them?As she was making up the poster?
Truthfully, how stupid does she think we
are? I can say without a doubt that thinking
people everywhere would see through such
a callous ruse and be as outraged as I was
when I saw that election sign. Everyone
everywhere could see how blatant it was.

But not in California ...



Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“WeAre Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & SantaAna

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIETWORLD MEDICALGROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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www.bedrockeng.com
559.645.4849

our Madera Ranchos office!
For a free consultation, call

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer

SAVE ENERGY!
BEAUTIFYYOUR HOME! REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing increases energy efficiency while reducing out-
side noise like award-winning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard offers an industry leading
lifetime guarantee. If your home is ready for a makeover, call
Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

CONTACT US TODAY FORAFREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583
Madera Glass & Mirror Co. • 1825 Howard Rd., Madera

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

O.A.C.
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Click on “Local News” at

I’m not suggesting that we resort to
sewing crimson letters on clothing or any-
thing, but has anyone else noticed the cor-
relation between the decline of the social
stigma and the rise of irresponsible be-
havior? Gone are the days when a healthy
sense of embarrassment was a key com-
ponent in behavior modification. For ex-
ample, a woman was once embarrassed to
be seen as unladylike, so she avoided
cussing and burping in public, behaviors
in which young girls today seem to have
no issue with taking part. On the contrary,
it would appear that being a lady is seen
as old-fashioned, and to be seen as old-
fashioned is far more humiliating then
belching up your lunch in the middle of a
restaurant.

Sadly, this goes far beyond a simple
act of shame for bad manners. Part of the
deterrent for bad behavior has always
been the negative stigma attached to it.
Men wanted to be seen as strong providers
for their family so
they worked two
jobs if necessary to
ensure there was
food on the table
and a roof over
their family’s head.
Young women did-
n’t want to be seen
as harlots, so they
took care not to
have four children, out of wedlock, by
four different men. Now, with the stigma
a thing of the past, judging women who
can’t seem to figure out where babies
come from makes me the bad guy. It is no
longer socially acceptable to think less of
the young punk who keeps fathering chil-
dren with different women because it is
condescending, even though he makes no
effort to take part in raising any of them,
be it financially or otherwise. You know
what has gotten a bad rap? Judgment.
When did it become so wrong to say, “I
don’t want anything to do with you be-
cause I don’t like what you have chosen
to do with your life”? It would appear that
today, the only social stigma people
adamantly avoid is being judgmental.

Somewhere down the line, society
has become conditioned to accept poor
choices and irresponsibility as endearing
character flaws rather than reflections of
poor character. There was a time when it
was so shameful to be a teenage mother
that her own parents would ship her off to
a nunnery to keep her transgression a se-
cret. Now these girls hop on government
assistance, move in with their boyfriend
and pull from cash aid and food stamps

Where’dWePut thatScarletLetter?

and we are all suppose to stand idly by and
admire her strength and courage to raise a
child on her own, never mind the billions
of tax payers that contribute to her suc-
cess. In case you weren’t aware, it no
longer takes a village to raise a child but
the entire Federal Government.

Case in point, MTV airs a show ded-
icated to teenage mothers, idolizing them
and raising them to the level of celebrity.
Shouldn’t we be telling these young girls,
“Look, you made an irresponsible deci-

sion, now you must
deal with the reper-
cussions. We aren’t
going to throw
rocks at you, but I
wouldn’t expect a
‘Sweet Sixteen/So
Glad You Got
Knocked Up’
party.” But that is
exactly what this

show does; it shows society that not only
is it acceptable to be a teenage mother, but
it is easy and alluring. Well, that is just a
terrific idea – let’s show teenage mother-
hood in a flattering light so all the young,
impressionable, child-bearing-aged twits
that believe it is glamorous to get pregnant
at 16 might run out and follow suit. After
all, they are going to need a new crop for
next season, right?

I personally believe that a lesson
learned from a mistake made is a positive
step in life’s journey. However, mistakes
made over and over again without an ad-
justment in behavior is irresponsibility,
and unchecked irresponsibility is clearly
how we have ended up in this mess. Now,
thanks to the disappearance of the social
consequence, girls are less ashamed of
promiscuous behavior, clearly exhibited
with multiple offspring via multiple sires.
Guys feel no humiliation for fathering
multiple children and not providing for
them. Instead of accepting the absentee
deadbeat father as a staple of society,
shouldn’t we avoid them? Shouldn’t we
make it a point to alienate them from so-

Somewhere down the line, so-
ciety has become conditioned to
accept poor choices and irrespon-
sibility as endearing character
flaws rather than reflections of
poor character.

Page 6
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Smith Manor Grace Chapel is offering a Direct Cre-
mation Package for $$11,,779999..8811..  Our Direct Cremation
Service Package is designed specially for families who have chosen

to have a simple cremation. This package includes a
durable plastic urn, a cardboard cremation
container, removal from place of death to mortuary
within 50 miles, basic services of director and staff,
refrigeration, 1-hour private family viewing, one
death certificate, disposition permit and sales tax.

or call 375-6396 for a direct line to Heather
Lic. #0G40878

We also have many funeral plans
to choose from. To discuss payment options
on this plan or any of our other funeral plans
please contact Pre-Arrangement Specialist

Heather Thomas at

$1,799.81
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This year I’ll be unhurried, 
And enjoy the holidays;
With shopping done and gifts all
wrapped
I’ll proceed to the parties and
plays.

My cards are all signed and
packages sent,
The tree is lit up with a glow;
The cookies are baked; it’s time
to enjoy,
A moment under the mistletoe!

Is your dream of unhurried holi-
days about as likely as a Ranchos
White Christmas? They do happen,
but it’s not likely. If you want to sleep
in heavenly peace this holiday season
read on … 

In his book, Getting Things Done,
David Allen talks about the stress of
open loops. “Open loops,” he says,
“can include everything from really
big to-do items like ‘End World
Hunger’ to the more modest ‘Hire
new assistant’ to the tiniest task such
as ‘Replace electric pencil sharp-
ener.’”

Put into holiday terms, your open
loops might be anything from “Ensure
everyone’s happiness at Christmas” to
“make cupcakes for the class party.”

A Trusted System
Allen’s solution to open loops is

getting things off your mind and cap-
tured in a trusted system. Your trusted
stress-reducing system starts with
creating a Holiday Binder. Equip it
with pocket dividers and label the
sections – Holiday Planning,
Cards/Gifts, Food/Décor/Parties, and
Highlights/Review.

Holiday Planning – In this first
section list your “No-Matter-Whats.”
These are the traditions, activities,
foods, etc. that are most important to

The Stress-Free
(well ... almost)
Holiday Plan

you and your family. Have a family
meeting between now and Thanks-
giving and record everyone’s holiday
favorites. They might include a trip
to the tree farm, attending a Christ-
mas Eve Service, or simply watching
a favorite Christmas movie together.
The items that qualify for No-Matter-
What status must be scheduled on the
family calendar. As other opportuni-
ties arise throughout the holidays
make sure they don’t bump what
you’ve already prioritized as a fam-
ily. 

Schedule all the tasks associated
with holiday planning such as deco-
rating, shopping, baking, etc. on your
calendar as appointments. 

Create a Holiday Budget sheet
(go to www.practicalspreadsheets.com
for free downloadable forms) where
you project the amount you will
spend on gifts, entertaining, travel,
decorations, etc. and the actual
amounts spent. Keep a “Receipts”
envelope in the divider pocket to
store gift and other holiday receipts.

Cards/Gifts – Input your Christ-
mas card names and addresses into a
label program or Excel, so you can
easily update it annually. Excel doc-
uments can be imported into Mi-
crosoft Word to create labels (see
again www.practicalspreadsheets.com). 

Schedule your photo session (if
doing photo cards) and give yourself
a deadline of December 1 to have
your cards signed, stamped and ready
to send. As you receive change of ad-
dress info for people on your card
list, slip it into the divider pocket for
updating later. If preparing Christ-
mas cards is particularly stressful for
you, consider sending a New Year’s
greeting in January and eliminate it
from your pre-holiday to-dos.

Your Gift List should include the
names of each of the people you’re
giving to and columns for Gift Ideas,
Gifts Purchased, Budget Amount,
Amount Spent, Wrapped and
Shipped/Stored. Keep your Holiday
Binder handy throughout the year so
that if you think of a gift idea, or pur-
chase something prior to the holi-
days, you can record it. Schedule on
your calendar two shopping trips and
wrapping sessions during November. 

Food/Décor/Parties – Create a
page for each meal or party you’re
hosting and list supplies and tasks as-
sociated with those events. Be sure to
check stock of what you have before

Please see ORGANIZE on P. 18
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S e v e r a l y e a r s a g o , ONE o f
m y f a v o r i t e n e p h ew s ( I h a v e
e i g h t ) g a v e me a l i c e n s e p l a t e
f r ame t h a t s a i d “DO DO HAP-
PENS .” We l l , d ea r reade r s , DO
DO HAS HAPPENED! My com -
p u t e r f o l l ow e d t h e t h em e o f
o n e o f m y a r t i c l e s a f ew
mon t h s a go , a nd t o o k a dump -
b u t n o t t h e c a k e k i n d . I t i s i n
t h e s h op now t r y i n g t o f i n d ou t
wh y i t w en t b l a c k e x c e p t f o r a
who l e b un ch o f g obb e l d y goop
on t h e s c re e n .

S o , u n t i l I g e t my compu t e r
b a c k , h e re ’s m y T h a n k s g i v i n g
c o l umn f rom l a s t y e a r. H o p e
y ou en j o y i t .

A un t J e a n

When I s a t d own t o w r i t e
t h i s mon t h ’s co l umn , I t hough t
o f Thank sg i v i ng , bu t t h en I r e -
a l i z e d s ome o f y ou wou l d n ’ t
g e t t h i s p a p e r u n t i l a f t e r
T h a n k s g i v i n g ,
a n d t h o s e o f
y ou t h a t d i d
g e t i t b e f o r e
wou l d have a l -
r e ady made a l l
y o u r p r e p a r a -
t i o n s f o r t h e
b i g d a y. Bu t I
d e c i d e d t o do
i t a nyway.

OK , now to
T h a n k s g i v i n g .
T h o s e o f y o u
o f my g e n e r a -
t i o n do you r e -
m e m b e r
g e t t i n g up a t 5
o ’ c l o c k i n t h e mo r n i n g t o g e t
a n 18 pound t u r k ey s t u f f e d and
i n t h e o v e n s o i t wou l d b e
r e ady fo r d i nne r a t 2 o ’ c l o ck i n
t h e a f t e r n o o n ? And r emembe r
h ow t h e f r o z e n t u r k e y wou l d
s i t o n t h e c o u n t e r t o d e f r o s t ?

And we ’ r e a l l s t i l l a l i v e !

S t u f f i n g D u t y
On t h e d a y b e f o r e T h a n k s -

g i v i n g we wou l d t o a s t t h e
b r e a d i n t h e ov e n on b i g s h e e t
p a n s a n d mama wou l d a lw a y s
ma k e a p a n o f c o r n b r e a d f o r
t h e s t u f f i n g . An d i n - b e tw e e n
t o a s t i n g t h e b r e a d s h e wou l d
ma k e t h e p i e s . I t w a s a b u s y
t ime . I wa s my mom’s o f f i c i a l
s t u f f i n g “ t e s t e r . ” I ’ d g e t u p
wh e n s h e d i d s o I c o u l d h e l p
h e r f i x t h e t u r k e y. D i d i t h a v e
e n o u g h s a l t ? O r e n o u g h s a g e ?
Too d r y ? I l o v e d d o i n g i t a s I
l o v e “ r aw” s t u f f i n g a s much a s
I l i k e c o o k e d . Mama ’s r e c i p e
wa s s imp l e : we wou l d c hop an
on i o n a nd abou t a h e a d o f c e l -
e r y a n d s a u t é t h em i n b u t t e r
w i t h s ome s a l t a n d p e p p e r .
We ’ d b r e a k u p t h e b r e a d a n d
p o u r t h e v e g e t a b l e s i n o n t o p
and add enough s a l t a nd peppe r
a n d t h e o n l y o t h e r s e a s o n i n g
s h e wou l d u s e w a s d r y s a g e .
S h e p r e f e r r e d r u b b e d s a g e i n -
s t e a d o f c h o p p e d ( i t i s v e r y
h a r d t o f i n d r u b b e d s a g e
t od ay ) . Th en add ch i c k en b r o t h
a n d wa t e r a n d m i x i t u p w i t h
o u r h a n d s u n t i l i t w a s j u s t
r i g h t .

I d o t h e s ame t h i n g t o d a y,
e x c e p t I d o n ’ t d e f r o s t t h e
t u r k e y o n t h e c o u n t e r . I d o i t
i n t h e s i n k . I u s u a l l y f i l l t h e
s i n k w i t h r e a l h o t w a t e r a n d

a d d a c u p o f
b l e a c h a n d l e t
i t s i t f o r a bou t
h a l f a n h o u r
t o s a n i t i z e i t :
t h e n l e t t h e
w a t e r o u t a n d
r i n s e t h e s i n k
g o o d , t h e n
s t a r t t h e d e -
f r o s t . I d o i t
j u s t a s i t s a y s
t o : f i l l t h e
s i n k w i t h c o l d
w a t e r a n d
l e a v i n g t h e
t u r k e y i n t h e
b a g i t c ome s

i n , p u t i t i n t h e s i n k a nd a bou t
e v e r y h a l f h o u r t o 4 5 m i n u t e s
c h a n g e t h e w a t e r . I t i s a t e -
d i o u s j o b , t a k e s a b o u t 8 t o 1 0
h o u r s f o r a 1 6 t o 2 0 p o u n d

by Jean Briner

Please see RECIPE on P. 13

Happy Thanksgiving

Click on “Local News” at

“ . . . d o you remembe r
g e t t i n g up a t 5 o ’ c l o c k i n
t h e mo rn i ng t o g e t an 18
pound tu rkey s t u f f ed and in
t h e o v en s o i t wou l d b e
read y f o r d i nn e r a t 2
o ’ c l o c k i n t h e a f t e r noon?
And remembe r how t h e
f ro z e n t u r k e y wou l d s i t o n
t he coun t e r t o de f ro s t ? And
we ’ re a l l s t i l l a l i v e !
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FFEEEELLIINNGG  OOVVEERRWWHHEELLMMEEDD??
10% OFF
HANDS-ON

ORGANIZING
SESSIONORGANIZED BY CHOICE

Brenda McElroyBrenda McElroy

559-871-3314
on your first 3-hour

PPaappeerr  PPiilleess??
CClluutttteerreedd  CCaabbiinneettss??
WWaallkk--iinn  cclloosseettss  yyoouu  ccaann’’tt
wwaallkk  iinnttoo??

••
••
••

because things don’t always fall into place
www.organizedbychoice.com 11

/1
0

• Door and Drawer Replacement • Refacing
• Repairs and Modifications • Additions to Match

Existing • Finished to Match or Unfinished

FREE ESTIMATES in the Ranchos! 
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Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES
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CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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ToAdvertise
645-0634

Can You Hear Us NOW?

By Sandy Forbes

American voters spoke loud and clear
this election. Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-
KY) so aptly stated, "We're determined to
stop the agenda Americans have rejected
and to turn the ship around." Republicans
now hold the majority in the House of
Representatives. Relieving Nancy Pelosi
as Speaker of the House, future Speaker
John Boehner said, "We'll work with the
administration when they agree with the
people and confront them when they
don't." This alone was a huge victory for
the American peo-
ple who voiced con-
cern via Tea Parties
across the nation.
Make no mistake
that the Tea Parties
will stay engaged in
the process.

Through this
historic election,
American voters are
not asking so much
as demanding a much smaller, more ac-
countable government — one that will put
a stop to bailouts and runaway spending
that has accumulated exorbitant debt over
the last two years. Voters want lower
taxes, including the extension of the Bush
tax cuts as well as banning earmarks and
special interest group spending that has
been "tucked away" into appropriation
bills. Many voters also want the healthcare
bill repealed. Indiana Congressman Mike
Pence, who won his sixth consecutive
term in office, said, "Obamacare was
roundly rejected.We need to rip it up, root
and branch. The American people don't
want to be mandated to purchase health in-
surance ... and they don't want all the new
taxes that come with it." He also said the
Healthcare legislation won't just be re-
pealed but replaced by a lower-cost option
that Americans do want.

A Profound Effect
The Tea Parties had a profound effect

in capturing the passionate mood of most

of the country and bringing about victory
for many conservative candidates. "Never
doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world,"
said Margaret Mead, anAmerican cultural
anthropologist. "Indeed, it is the only thing
that ever has." The Tea Party started out as
small groups throughout the nation, but
necessity fueled their growth. And we are
not about to quit.

So what about California? A tidal
wave swept the country, then abruptly
crashed before reaching the Golden State.
What possessed the majority of Californi-
ans to again elect Jerry Brown and Bar-
bara Boxer, who continues to rule us
instead of represent us? Some voters are

too young to have
any memory of
Brown's "Moon-
beam" nickname.
Chicago columnist
Mike Royko said in
1976 that Brown
attracted "the
moonbeam vote,"
meaning the young,
idealistic and non-
traditional voters.

Royko embellished his fictitious idea by
calling California "the world's largest out-
door mental asylum" also noting in 1979
that, "If it babbles and its eyeballs are
glazed, it probably comes from Califor-
nia." Royko later retracted the comment,
but the nickname stuck. The fact remains
that California (and by re-electing Harry
Reid, Nevada too) is in free fall. The high
state business tax that continues to drive
businesses out, staggering unemployment,
the high number of welfare recipients, ger-
rymandered districts and unions are the
main contributors.

For the majority of the country,
though, Americans have no tolerance for
an out-of-touch, out-of-control, fiscally ir-
responsible government. And although we
still have a war to win in 2012, we must
take a moment to celebrate our victory. The
aftermath of the 2010 midterm elections
has put the American citizens back in the
driver's seat. American voters spoke, but

Page 9

"Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed cit-
izens can change the world," said
Margaret Mead, an American cul-
tural anthropologist. "Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has."

Please see TEA on P. 9
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& Associates, Inc.
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TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Say you saw it in 
the Ranchos Independent

Click on “Local News” at 

By Bob Crabb

(John 7:19 NIV) (Jesus asked them)
Why are you trying to kill me?

In the Gospel of Jesus Christ accord-
ing to John, before the end of the 12th
chapter there are no less than eight refer-
ences of death threats or plots against
Jesus. Often times the threats and plans to
kill him came from the religious and com-
munity leaders of His time. The people
trying to kill Jesus were often times de-
scribed as having self righteousness per-
sonalities filled with criticism and
hypocrisy. These folks who were driving
these violent plans against Jesus seemed to
thrive on power-driven arguments and in-
flammatory claims and dismissive speech.
For example, in John
8:13: “(They chal-
lenged Jesus), ‘Here
you are, appearing
as your own witness;
your testimony is not
valid.’” In John
8:48: “The (religious
rulers) answered
(Jesus), ‘Aren't we
right in saying that
you are a Samaritan
and demon-pos-
sessed?’” In John
8:52: “At this the (religious rulers) ex-
claimed, ‘Now we know that you are
demon-possessed!’” They just didn’t want
to hurt Jesus and let him move on. They
wanted to kill him! All the time, hiding be-
hind the outward appearance of virtue and
morality. They were voices of hostile in-
tentions and toxic personality. They re-
jected true Christian fellowship. These
folks trying to kill Christ seemed to live
for each other and for those on whom their
favor rested. In the end they brought out
the worst in everybody around them and
they crucified Jesus.

Turning Everything
Upside Down

When Jesus broke into their world He
seemed to turn everything upside down.
Those that thought they were on the inside
of God’s will found themselves on the out-
side and those who were judged to be out-
siders of God’s will found themselves
inside of the love of God in Jesus Christ.
The parable of the sinful and unclean and
detested tax collector who stood far off at
a distance and cried out, “God have mercy
upon me a sinner,” revealed that even the
sinful could be redeemed while the “right-

eous” found themselves on the outside
(Luke 18:11ff). In Jesus, the wretched
poor folks found themselves blessed and
on the inside and the rich folks who loved
their wealth more than God or their fellow
human beings found themselves cursed
and on the outside of the Kingdom of God
(Luke 6:20). 

So when you understand what they
did to Jesus; when you understand the per-
sonality of hostility in the world of Jesus;
you can understand what Jesus meant
when he said, “The man who loves his life
will lose it, while the man who hates his
life in this world will keep it for eternal
life (John 12:25).” It is not that we should
hate what God has created in us, but rather
we should hate the life that we have cre-
ated that is opposed to the love of God in

Jesus Christ. I hate
what they did to
Jesus (John
19:18ff), I hate how
those who were out-
casts were treated
(John 8:1ff). I hate
how darkness multi-
ples darkness today.
I hate how hostility
attracts even greater
hostility, still today.

On the other
hand, I love how

there is a Kingdom coming where there
will be no more sorrow and no more
mourning and no more tears (Revelation
21:1ff). I love that God loves us so much
that he gave us Jesus to give us an alterna-
tive to those who are messengers of hos-
tility and violence and death. It is just that
those days that so many of us are looking
forward to with love and the coming of our
Savior have not yet fully been realized yet.
An unkind word today and a hostile and
unthinking and uncaring attitude today
multiplied by a million or a billion can
turn into a horrifying violence of sicken-
ing proportions. 

We are at our greatest potential to sin
when we are dealing with people, places
and things we don’t like, or disagree with,
or feel alienated from, because now is the
time when we can lose the evidence of our
citizenship in the Kingdom of God. Rude-
ness, hostility, destructive criticism, judg-
mentalism, dominating attitudes, lack of
mercy, lack of compassion, lack of service
and lack of sacrifice are all signs of the cit-
izenship of the world that is not the King-
dom of God. 

The Pastor’s Desk

In This World You’ll Have Trouble

We are at our greatest potential
to sin when we are dealing with
people, places and things we don’t
like, or disagree with, or feel alien-
ated from, because now is the time
when we can lose the evidence of
our citizenship in the Kingdom of
God. 

Please see PASTOR on P. 18

Call or Email for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
judylocatelli@hotmail.com
11874 Road 36 ½ •  Madera, CA • 93636

Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001 • Exp. 8/10/12
Notary Public Comm. 1694900 • Exp. 10/18/14

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant/Notary Public

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

“I am not an attorney. I can only 
provide self-help services at your
specific direction.”

•

•
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Great Gift Ideas to Help Santa!

8999$148 piece
Tool Set 4999$70 piece

Tool Set
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TOOLS • TOOLS • TOOLS • TOOLS

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801 • 645-1570



Page 11

www.The Ranchos.com

Ranchos/Hills Senior Center • 37330 Berkshire
Presented by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

for more information call 645-4001

11
/1

0
Senior Report

Swords to Plowshares – the Honor our Vietnam Veterans Deserve
By Verlaine Elinburg

Swords to Plowshares of San Fran-
cisco is the only veterans’ service in the
United States that provides a full contin-
uum to low-income and homeless veter-
ans. The organization does not
discriminate based on length of service,
branch of service or military discharge
status. Swords to Plowshares is a com-
munity based organization founded in
1974 by six veterans whose guiding prin-
ciple was that veterans must never again
be treated as second-class citizens – such
as they were after the Vietnam War – and
that war in general causes wounds that
last beyond the battle field.

1974 - 1984: The Decade of Neglect
of the Vietnam Veterans

The public did not want to be re-
minded of the “dirty little Vietnam War”
and could not separate their negative
feelings about the war from the soldiers.
Vietnam veterans were not only rejected
by the public but also by groups like the
VFW, American Legion and the VA. In
1974 Swords developed tailored services

for discharged upgrades, working with
incarcerated veterans and provided train-
ing and educational assistance. In 1979,
Swords won one of the first Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD) cases on
behalf of veterans. This was a time when
policy affecting veterans was controlled
by the agency which blatantly neglected
the Vietnam Veterans. In 1980 commu-
nity based organizations serving veterans
began to rise up all over the country and
PSTD was recognized. In 1983 the Viet-
nam Wall was build in Washington D.C.,
giving overdue recognition to the Viet-
nam Veterans. “Agent Orange,” a chem-
ical herbicide and defoliant which was
used during the war, was being investi-
gated because of negative side effects
that were surfacing in our Vietnam Vet-
erans. In 1984 the lawsuit was finally set-
tled in favor of our veterans.

In 1985, around the 10 year anniver-
sary of the Vietnam War, the American
public began discussing the Vietnam War
and made a concerted effort to under-
stand the struggles Vietnam Veterans
faced during combat and coming home.
At this 10 year anniversary, “Welcome
home Parades” began springing up to

honor the Vietnam Veterans. In 1986,
Sword established its Health and Social
Services and, thanks to public funding in
1988, Swords began its first housing pro-
gram for homeless veterans. In 1990 ad-
vocates founded the National Coalition
for Homeless Veterans. This led to a
broad understanding of the growing pop-
ulation of homeless veterans and
prompted the Veterans Administration to
act on this sad situation of the men and
women who fought for and died for us.

Support our Troops
Away from Home

As we are now in the holiday season,
think about our troops that are in combat
around the world; they are in places other
than the ones in the news. The Senior
Center is accepting donations on behalf
of Support our Troops Away from Home.
Requested items are: Powered drinks,
canned goods, protein bars, dried
fruits/nuts, cookies and chewing gum.
Health items requested are: toiletries,
socks, batteries, disposable cameras,
sewing kits, calling cards. Reading ma-
terials requested are: Paperback books,
magazines. Drop the requested items at

the Ranchos Hill Senior Center at 37330
Berkshire Drive or call 645-4864 for
more information.

Senior Center Happenings
As always, our monthly sale is the

first Saturday of each month. Cakes,
cookies, jams, breads – all the good stuff.
The boutique has many fine items, jew-
elry, linens and many other crafts. The
Treasure Chest has lots from which to
pick. For the month of December we
have Christmas items. There’s the Plant
Sale where we have plants selling from
$2 and up. For produce we are featuring
pomegranates.

The Ranchos/Hills Senior Center is
affiliated with the Fresno/Madera Area
Agency on Aging. Visit with us and chat
with Joann about the programs that are
available, or call 559-645-4864. The De-
partment of Health comes periodically to
the center for free checkups. The screen-
ings include personal health history re-
view, blood pressure and blood sugar
test, nutrition and health education, and a
low-cost blood test is available. The

Please see SENIORS on P. 13
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37164 Avenue 12 #102, Madera Ranchos • 645-1225

BUY ONE MEDIUM
COFFEE AND GET A
SECOND CUP FOR

1/2
PRICE
EXPIRES 12/31/10

DON’TFORGETWE NOWHAVE GIFTSFOR SALE!

“You’ll forget about their drive-thru
once you’ve tasted our brew!”

11
/1

0

11/10

MALIBU, BACARDI LT, SVEDKA VODKA
ALL FLAVORS 750 ML .................................... $10.99
JIM BEAM, SMIRNOFF (80 PROOF) 750 ML ....$11.99
CAPTAIN MORGAN 750 ML .............................$13.99
ABSOLUT VODKA 750 ML ALL FLAVORS .....$16.99
JACK DANIELS, JÄGERMEISTER,
CROWN ROYAL, TANQUERAY GIN 750ML .. $19.99

PRICES +TAX, CRV • PRICESSUBJECT TOCHANGE • EXP. 12-15-10

KEYSTONE 30-PAK ...........................................$13.99
NATURAL LT 30-PAK ....................................... $13.99
PEPSI, COKE, 7 UP MIX ‘N MATCH

2 Ltr ............. 2 for $3 ☺ 12-PAKS ........... $4.49

LOTS OFDOMESTICAND IMPORTEDWINESBEST SELECTIONAND PRICEIN TOWN

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
Thank goodness the elections are

finally over except for a few close races
that are still being counted. I can’t be-
lieve that people are already talking
about the election in 2012. How can
they get any work done if all they do is
work on the next campaign to keep
their position? I wish our elections
were like England’s where they have
three weeks to campaign before each
election. Also we tell kids to stop being
bullies and yet the name calling during
elections set a great example for all of
the bullies out there.

I called the Madera Elections Of-
fice and found out that 560 mail-in
votes and 100 provisional votes for
Golden Valley Unified School District
have not been counted yet. They have
until Nov. 28 to
count all votes but
if they get to them
before then they
will let the district
know the final re-
sults. By the first
vote count Mona
Diaz, Kathleen
Crumpton and
Brian Freeman are
the new school
board members.
We will have to
wait for the final count to know who
will be installed on Dec. 1, 2010. No
election is official until 30 days after an
election. Once new board members are
installed they will have a very steep
learning curve when they start their
four-year term. I hope that the new
board members take all of the classes
that are offered to them. You are not
born knowing how to be a good school
board member. It is a learning process
and takes time before you feel comfort-
able in that seat.

A Trip Abroad
In the last Ranchos Independent I

was getting ready to leave for a 14-day
trip to Europe with a group of seniors.
It was an interesting historical trip.
When I go to this part of the world it al-
ways makes me realize just how young
a country the U.S.A. is. I love Roman
history and the Roman ruins. I will try
to give you a taste of what I saw on my
trip.

We started our trip in Paris, France

where the Roman Emperor Julius Cae-
sar built a fortress on the Ile de la Cite
in Paris in 53 BC. Paris has a long and
bloody history and yet it has some of
the best known sights of interest in the
world. The Notre-Dame Cathedral was
started in 1163 and took 170 years to
complete. The Louvre is one of the
world’s greatest museums with the Tu-
ileries Gardens close by which are used
by the locals as well as tourists. The
Champs-Elyees is a famous boulevard
of light with Napoleon’s Arc de Tri-
umph built in 1836. Napoleon never got
to march under it because he was de-
feated but also because he died in 1821
before it was finished. The Eiffel Tower
was erected for the 1889 World Exhibi-
tion in Paris. The Sorbonne is a world-
famous college and was founded in
Paris in 1253. The Moulin Rouge is a
large 500+ seat playhouse that has been

having live shows
since 1889. The
Can Can dance was
invented at the
Moulin Rouge. Las
Vegas, Nev. has
built an imitation
of this famous
Paris playhouse.
Artists from all
over the world
have been coming
to Paris for hun-
dreds of years to

practice their art because freedom of
expression was allowed in Paris. Paris
is a very large city with beautiful old
buildings.

We took a bullet train from Paris to
Mertz, France and then a bus to the
Avalon riverboat on the Moselle River
which was our hotel for the next 10
days. The boat moves up the river at
night and stops at small medieval towns
in the morning. Trier, Germany was our
first stop. In 16 BC the Romans
founded this city by a ford across the
Moselle River. By 306 to 324 AD Trier
was a favorite residence of the Roman
Emperor Constantine the Great. In 311
AD the Romans passed the Edicts of
Tolerance which guaranteed the Chris-
tians’ religious freedom. The mother of
Emperor Constantine went to Jerusalem
and brought back the Holy Robe, which
is called the Robe of Christ, to Trier.
People have been making pilgrimages
to the Holy Robe in the ancient Trier

A Ranchos-Eye View of Europe
The Stock Report

In the last Ranchos Independ-
ent I was getting ready to leave
for a 14-day trip to Europe with
a group of seniors. It was an in-
teresting historical trip. When I
go to this part of the world it al-
ways makes me realize just how
young a country the U.S.A. is.

Please see STOCK on P. 19
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follow us
on

Facebook

all products with any
service over $50*

20%OFF!
*exp. 12-24-10

health screenings are for 50 and above
and for referrals to medical providers and
community services contact 675-7893 to
make an appointment.

A nutritionally balanced lunch pro-
gram is offered Monday through Friday
at 11:30 a.m. Suggested price for 60
years and older is $1.75. Reservations
are needed a day in advance so remem-
ber to call Joann at 645-4864. We have a
growing exercise program being held on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 10
a.m. The participants are getting more
than just exercise by attending. They
have fun, share laughs and meet new
friends. There is room for you and you
may attend all three days or just one or
two of them. Check your November Cal-
endar for daily events for each day of the
week. If you do not have a copy, stop by
the Senior Center for a copy. Additional
copies are available at the Ranchos Mar-
ket and at Hurst Hardware.

Events for November
Every Monday: Exercise
First Monday of Month: General

meeting at 7 a.m. Planning meeting Nov.
22 at 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday: Pinochle at noon
Wednesday: Exercise, Lunch and

Recycling
Thursday: Garden clean-up, Lunch,

Crafts at 12:30 p.m. Social: 5:30 p.m.
Potluck and card games.

Friday: First Friday: Set up for First
Saturday sale (we need some muscle this
day at 8 a.m.)

Saturday: First Saturday: Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Sale

Special Events for November
Saturday, Nov. 20, Birthday and An-

niversaries at Pismo Coastal Grill 11:30
a.m.

November 25 and 26 center is
closed.

Special Events for December
Christmas Boutique and Bake Sale

every Saturday: November 27, Decem-
ber 4, 11 and 18, Time 8 a.m. - noon.

Birthdays and Anniversaries: De-
cember 11. Marie Calendar’s, 7825
North Blackstone Fresno, Calif.

Ranchos/Hills Senior “Christmas
Dinner and New Officers’ Installation”
Dec 13. Call 645-4864 for reservations.

December 18: Home Tour and Tea.
Five houses and Senior Center. Tickets
available at the Senior Center, 37330
Berkshire Dr. Call 645-4864 for infor-
mation. Adults $12.50, Children 6
through 12 $4, under 6 free.

SENIORS cont. from P. 11

will the government listen? Time will tell.

Madera Ranchos Tea Party
Meetings Continue

With three meetings and the midterm
election behind us, much more work is
still ahead. We want your ideas on where
we go from here. Come discuss a new
plan called "Adopting a Politician" to
keep our elected representatives account-
able and join our monthly meetings. We

need your input. Meetings are held the
first Sunday of every month at the Ran-
chos Cafe from 4 – 6 p.m. For more in-
formation, please contact Tea Party
Organizer John Smedley at 559-645-
7031.

Madera Ranchos Tea Party meetings
are held the first Sunday of every month
at the Ranchos Cafe from 4 – 6 p.m. For
more information, please contact Tea
Party Organizer John Smedley at (559)
645-7031.

TEA cont. from P. 9

b i r d , b u t i t s u r e b e a t s d e f r o s t -
i n g i t i n t h e r e f r i g e r a t o r – t h e
s ame s i z e t u r k e y wou l d t a k e
t h r e e o r f ou r d ay s . Th i s i s done
o n Wedn e s d a y, b u t wh i l e t h a t
i s g o i n g o n y o u c a n d o o t h e r
p r e p a r a t i o n s . Ma k e y o u r p i e s ,
m a k e t h e f r u i t s a l a d o r wh a t -
e v e r e l s e c a n b e mad e a h e a d o f
t im e . Wh e n t h e t u r k e y i s d e -
f r o s t e d , I p u t i t i n t h e r o a s t i n g
p a n a n d p u t i t o n t h e b o t t om
sh e l f o f t h e r e f r i g e r a t o r awa i t -
i n g T h u r s d a y mo r n i n g . Wi t h
t h e p e r f e c t i o n o f t h e t u r k e y s
o v e r t h e l a s t 5 0 y e a r s y o u
d o n ’ t h a v e t o g e t u p a t 5
o ’ c l o c k i n t h e mo r n i n g i t g e t i t
i n t h e o v e n . We wou l d f i g u r e
a b ou t 2 2 m i nu t e s p e r p ound o f
s t u f f e d t u r k ey, t a k i n g abou t 7½
t o 8 hou r s . I t o n l y t a k e s 4 t o 5
h o u r s t o c o o k a s t u f f e d 1 8 t o
20 pound b i r d t oday a s oppo s ed
t o a l l mo r n i n g 50 y e a r s a g o .

A s f o r t h e s t u f f i n g , I d o i t
t h e s ame wa y mama d i d 5 0
y e a r s a g o , e x c e p t I d o n ’ t t o a s t
t h e b r e a d . I c h e a t a n d b u y
t h r e e box e s o f Mr s . Cubb i s o n ’s
– two b o x e s o f b r e a d a n d o n e
o f t h e c o r n b r e a d . Ad d t h e
s a u t é e d v e g e t a b l e s , s a l t , p e p -
p e r a n d e v e n t h o u gh t h e b r e a d
i s s omewh a t s e a s o n e d , I u s u -
a l l y a d d s ome mo r e s a g e . Th en
s t a r t m i x i n g i n c h i c k e n b r o t h
a n d wa t e r u n t i l i t t a s t e s j u s t
r i g h t . I d o n ’ t u s e t h e g i b l e t s
b u t s ome t im e s I d o c o o k t h e
n e c k a nd t a k e o f f t h e mea t a n d
a d d t o t h e s t u f f i n g . Ta k e t h e
b i r d o u t o f t h e r e f r i g e r a t o r ,
r i n s e i t o u t a n d p a t d r y, c o v e r
i n s i d e a n d o u t w i t h b u t t e r ( o r
ma rg a r i n e ) , s a l t i n s i d e a nd ou t
a n d you ’ r e r e a dy t o s t u f f . A l o t
o f p e o p l e d o n ’ t s t u f f t h e b i r d

b u t w e t h i n k t h e s t u f f i n g i s
b e t t e r t h a t i s c o o k e d i n t h e
b i r d t h a n i n a b a k i n g p a n . Bu t ,
w h a t e v e r y o u o r y o u r f am i l y
p r e f e r s .

I h a t e t h e sme l l o f a t u r k e y
c o o k i n g f o r t h e f i r s t h o u r o r
s o . I d o n ’ t k n ow wha t i t i s , b u t
i t j u s t sme l l s y u c ky t o me . Bu t
a f t e r i t g e t s c o ok i n g , t h e sme l l
c h a n g e s , a n d I l o v e i t . I t
sme l l s l i k e “ h ome . ”

Some peop l e c a l l i t s t u f f i n g
a n d s ome d r e s s i n g b u t d o y o u
k n ow t h e d i f f e r e n c e ? I r e a d
s omewh e r e t h a t i f y o u p u t t h e
m i x t u r e i n t h e b i r d i t i s c a l l e d
s t u f f i n g a nd i f y o u c ook i t i n a
p an i t i s c a l l e d d r e s s i n g . As f a r
a s I ’m c o n c e r n e d , wh a t e v e r i t
i s c a l l e d I l o v e i t .

A Spe c i a l Ca s s e r o l e
As f o r t h e d i n n e r , w e s e r v e

a bou t t h e s ame t h i n g e v e r y on e
e l s e d o e s a n d t h e s ame t h i n g
mama s e r v e d : Tu r k e y a n d
s t u f f i n g , g r e e n b e a n s , m a s h e d
po t a t o e s a nd g r a vy, swee t p o t a -
t o e s , f r u i t s a l a d , c r a n b e r r y
j e l l y a n d r o l l s . H owe v e r , w e
hav e add ed one t h i n g : Zuc ch i n i
C a s s e r o l e . A s I ’ v e t o l d y o u i n
a p r e v i o u s a r t i c l e , my mom
l o v e d t o g e t r e c i p e s wh e r e v e r
s h e w e n t . T h i s o n e s h e g o t
f r om a cou s i n f r om Tenn e s s e e .
Mama p a s s e d awa y i n Oc t o b e r
1 9 88 a nd when we we r e c l e a n -
i n g o u t h e r d e e p f r e e z e w e
f o und on e s h e h a d mad e s o we
cooked i t f o r Thank sg i v i ng t h a t
y e a r . My s i s t e r Max i n e h a s
t a k e n ov e r t h e du t y o f b r i n g i n g
on e ( s ome t ime s s h e b r i n g s two
so t h a t t h e r e c a n b e s ome t a k en
h ome ) t o a l l o u r f am i l y d i n -
n e r s . I n f a c t , e v e r y on e l i k e s i t

RECIPE cont. from P. 8
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Golden Valley Baptist
Pastor David Jones
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0

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer and
Bible Study 6 p.m.

Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700
www.GoldenValleyChurch.com
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s o mu c h t h a t y o u wou l d t h i n k
s ome t im e s s h e wou l d n ’ t b e a l -
l ow e d i n t o d i n n e r u n l e s s s h e
b r o u g h t t h e c a s s e r o l e . H e r e ’s
t h e r e c i p e , h o p e y o u l i k e i t a s
we l l a s we do .

Z u c c h i n i C a s s e r o l e
6 C t h i n l y s l i c e d z u c c h i n i
½ l a rg e on i o n c hopp ed
1 C g r a t e d c a r r o t
1 c a n c r e am o f c h i c k e n s o up
1 C Sou r C r e am
2 box e s S t o v e Top D r e s s i n g
(Ch i c k e n o r Tu r k e y )
2 c u b e s o f b u t t e r o r m a r -

g a r i n e
Cook t h e z u c c h i n i a n d on i o n

f o r a b o u t 5 m i n u t e s o r u n t i l a l
d e n t e , a n d d r a i n a s much l i q u i d
o f f a s p o s s i b l e b e f o r e a d d i n g
t h e c a r r o t s , c r e am s o u p , a n d
s o u r c r e am . S e t a s i d e .

I n a s e p a r a t e b ow l , m i x o n e
box o f S t o v e Top w i t h o n e c ub e
o f me l t e d b u t t e r . L a y t h i s
e v e n l y i n t h e bo t t om o f a 9 x 12
bak i ng pan . Pou r i n t h e zu c ch i n i
m i x . M i x t h e s e c o n d b o x o f
S t ove Top w i t h t h e o t h e r cube o f
me l t e d bu t t e r a n d c ov e r t h e z u c -

c h i n i m i x . B a k e i n p r e h e a t e d
3 5 0 o v e n u n t i l l i g h t l y b r own
and bubb l y.

Do NOT m i x t h e S t o v e To p
a s d i r e c t e d o n t h e p a c k a g e –
on l y pu t t h e me l t e d bu t t e r i n t h e
d r y m i x . P e op l e wou l d c omp l a i n
t o my mom th a t when t h e y mad e
t h e c a s s e r o l e , i t d i dn ’ t t a s t e l i k e
h e r s a n d t h e f i r s t t h i n g s h e
wou l d a s k t h em wa s , “D i d y o u
u s e t h e S t o v e Top d r y w i t h o n l y
t h e me l t e d b u t t e r , o r d i d y o u
c o o k i t l i k e t h e p a c k a g e d i -
r e c t s ? ”

F r u i t S a l a d D e L u x e
Do you l i k e f r u i t s a l a d ? Ou r

f am i l y l o v e s i t , b u t t h e r e a r e a
l o t o f d i f f e r e n t way s t o mak e i t .
Wi t h o r w i t h o u t n u t s , ma r s hma l -
l ow s , s o u r c r e am , c o c o n u t , a p -
p l e s … I cou l d go on and on and
n e v e r s a y t h em a l l . I n f a c t , I
w e n t o n t h e F o o d Ne two r k we b
s i t e a n d t h e y h a d 1 , 0 1 9 f r u i t
s a l a d r e c i p e s a n d Coo k s . c om
had 850 . One r e c i p e I r e a d u s e d
v a r i o u s k i n d s o f c a n n e d f r u i t ,
a l l d r a i n e d e x c e p t t h e p i n e a pp l e
c h u n k s . M i x t h e f r u i t s t o g e t h e r
a n d a d d a b o x o f ( d r y ) v a n i l l a
i n s t a n t p u d d i n g . A s t h e s a l a d

s i t s , t h e pudd i ng w i l l a b s o r b t h e
j u i c e a n d t h i c k e n . T h a t o n e
s o und ed good , b u t I t h i n k I l i k e
o u r s b e t t e r . I d o n ’ t u s e t h e
c a n n e d f r u i t c o c k t a i l b e c a u s e I
t h i n k t h e f r u i t a l l t a s t e s a l i k e ,
n o i n d i v i d u a l f r u i t f l a v o r s . L a s t
y e a r , I u s e d two o f t h e l a r g e
c a n s o f s l i c e d p e a c h e s , a n d two
o f t h e s l i c e d p e a r s . Two c an s o f
p i n e a p p l e c h u n k s ( o r t i d b i t s )
a n d a c o u p l e o f c a n s o f m a n -
d a r i n o r a n g e s . D r a i n a l l t h e
f r u i t , a n d r e s e r v e a c oup l e c u p s
o f t h e j u i c e . I u s e d t h e b i g Tup -
p e rw a r e b ow l t o m i x t h e s a l a d .
C u t t h e f r u i t i n t o b i t e s i z e
p i e c e s a n d a d d s ome r e d a n d
g r e e n g r a p e s ( t h a t h a v e b e e n
wa s h e d ) . A t t h i s p o i n t I d i v i d e
t h e f r u i t i n t o two sma l l e r bow l s .
I n o n e I a d d e nough s ou r c r e am
t o c ov e r t h e f r u i t . F o r t h e o t h e r
s a l a d , I p u t t h e r e s e r v ed d r a i n ed
j u i c e i n a p a n a n d a d d a b o u t
h a l f a sma l l c o n t a i n e r o f f r o z e n
o r a n g e j u i c e c o n c e n t r a t e . Add a
c oup l e o f t a b l e s p oon s ( t o t a s t e )
o f s u g a r a n d b r i n g t o l i g h t b o i l .
I n a c up o r sma l l b ow l , m i x two
o r t h r e e t a b l e s p o o n s o f c o r n -
s t a r c h w i t h s ome o f t h e f r u i t
j u i c e a n d m i x t o a r u n n y p a s t e ,

a d d i n g t o t h e b o i l i n g j u i c e s ,
c o ok i n g un t i l t h i c k e n e d . ( I u s u -
a l l y d o t h i s a s s o on a f t e r I h a v e
d r a i n e d t h e f r u i t s o i t c a n coo l . )
A f t e r t h e s a u c e h a s c oo l e d , s t i r
i t i n t o t h e s a l a d w i t h o u t t h e
s o u r c r e am . P u t b o t h o f t h e s e
s a l a d s i n t h e r e f r i g e r a t o r i n
c o v e r e d b ow l s u n t i l t im e t o
s e r v e . Wh e n r e a d y t o s e r v e , t o
t h e o n e w i t h t h e s o u r c r e am , I
a d d m i n i a t u r e ma r s hma l l ow s
a nd a c oup l e o f s l i c e d b a n a n a s .
To t h e on e w i t h t h e o r a ng e j u i c e
d r e s s i n g , I o n l y a dd e d a c oup l e
s l i c e d b a n a n a s . P u t i n p r e t t y
s e r v i n g b ow l s a n d e n j o y. T h e
r e a s o n t o w a i t u n t i l r e a d y t o
s e r v e b e f o r e p u t t i n g i n t h e b a -
n a n a s i s t h e y h av e a t e n d en cy t o
t u r n d a r k a n d y o u d o n ’ t w a n t
t h a t . Yo u wa n t y o u r s a l a d t o
l o o k p r e t t y.

T h a n k s g i v i n g Wi s h e s
F o r t h o s e o f y o u t h a t r e a d

t h i s b e f o r e T h a n k s g i v i n g , I
h o p e y o u h a v e a v e r y H a p p y
T h a n k s g i v i n g . A n d f o r t h o s e o f
y o u t h a t r e a d t h i s a f t e r T h a n k s -
g i v i n g , I h o p e y o u h a d a g l o r i -
o u s d a y a n d y o u h a v e l o t s o f
l e f t o v e r s .

RECIPE cont. from P. 13
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By Sarah Koligian

On October 29, Golden Valley Unified
School District officially cut the ribbon to
dedicate the newly completed Liberty High
SchoolAthletic Stadium to the students, staff
and community. To recount a brief history,
back in 1999 the community passed the $30
million Measure G Bond to build Liberty
High School. Just seven years later, in 2006,
the community rallied together a second time
to pass a $70million dollar bond to build and
upgrade facilities. TheMeasure S bond gave
our district the opportunity to complete the

beautiful Ranchos Middle School campus.
Measure S will also be funding the upcom-
ing Sierra View Modernization project.
Thanks to the community, Measure S has
provided for the completion of the new LHS
Science Wing on the west side of the cam-
pus, the new concession building and the
completion of the beautiful stadium.

The Governing Board of Trustees, Dis-
trict and Liberty staff members were joined
by many special guests for the Ribbon-cut-
ting, including the following:
• Former Superintendent Ed Dorn
• Former Board Members, Bruce Blair,
Mark Huddleston and Theresa Carter
• Madera County Sheriff JohnAnderson
• Madera County Supervisor Bigelow’s
Representative, Rhonda Cargill
• Former GVUSD Facilities Manager,
Rick Diaz
• Vice President, Harris Construction
Company, Doug Reitz
• ProjectSuperintendent,HarrisConstruction
Company, John Rogers
• Project Manager, Harris Construction
Company, Joe Vasquez,
• WWCOT Project Architect, Gary Gery
and Kim Johnson
• BSK associate, Gary Blomgren,
• Mike Russel Construction Company,
owner, Mike Russel, Cody Russel and
Project Manager, SeanWalsh

A Little Nostalgia
To wax nostalgic, those of you who

were here back in 2002, when the Liberty
campus first opened, you might remember
that Liberty did not have a senior class that
year but they did have enough athletes to
field a Frosh-Soph Football team, under the
direction of Head Coach Fred Shambaugh.
The first game ever played on the Liberty
field was against Coalinga on September 13,
2002. Liberty was victorious with a shut-out
score of 20-0.We had over 250 spectators on
the grassy berm
on the Home
side of the field.
At that time, we
had no lighting
and games were
played before
the sun went
down.

However,
in the 2003-
2004 season the
district rented
diesel-powered
lights to light up
our stadium and allowed the Hawks to play
their first night-time game under the lights,
thus coining the term - “The Night Hawks”.
This was also the year that Liberty had its
first Junior Varsity and Varsity teams.

In the 2005-2006 season, Mr. Chris
Imperatice, was named Head Football
coach of the Liberty Hawks, and led the
team to many victories on this field. In the
2007-2008 season, the Measure S bond

funds were used to start the next phase of
the stadium – the installation of permanent
stadium lighting – the smell of diesel gas
was gone forever. In order to accommodate
the space for the new light standards, we
unfortunately lost our berm, but replaced it
with brand new bleachers that could seat up
to 800 fans.

Fast-forward to 2009, Mr. Mike Nolte
was named the Head Football coach of the

Liberty Hawks.
In the past two
seasons, Coach
Nolte has also
led many victo-
ries and even
took the team to
an exciting, nail-
biting Valley
Championship
play-off game
last season.

A Special
Homecoming

On October 29th 2010, Liberty
High School played its first Homecom-
ing game in the newly completed sta-
dium. The Class of 2011 will definitely
cherish this special game for years to
come.

The dream that this community had
10 years ago to build our own district,
to build our own schools and to grow a
district of excellence, has rapidly be-

Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Sarah Koligian.

Golden Valley Trustees and Administration members
are on hand for the ribbon cutting at Liberty High Stadium.

Golden Valley Unified Dedicates New Sports Stadium at Liberty High

The Liberty High School Girl’s Tennis team has won the Division VValley Cham-
pionship after entering Division V only one year ago, moving up from Division VI.
Liberty High defeated Strathmore, defending back-to-back Division VI champions
for the last two years.

LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL
Girls’ Tennis Ladder

The Liberty High Division V Girl’s Tennis Cham-
pionsare, back row from left, JessyDeChamplain,Kai-
leyHiatt,MeganLee,ChloeDoyle, JocelynHernandez,
Eunice Castro, Kinsey Carlson and Jordyn DeCham-
plain. In the front row, fromleft, areNicoleRay,Amanda
Matthews, Annie Erickson and Toni Gillingwater.

LHS Girls Tennis Valley Champs

1. Annie Erickson
2. Eunice Castro
3. Jordyn DeChamplain
4. Amanda Matthews
5. Toni Gillingwater
6. Jessy DeChamplain

7. Chloe Doyle
8. Nicole Ray
9. Jocelyn Hernandez
10. Kinsey Carlson
11. Kailey Hiatt
12. Megan Lee

come a reality. Golden Valley Unified is
a force to be reckoned with, both aca-
demically and athletically. We are the
highest academic performing school
district in Madera County and our
young men and women student athletes
are making names for themselves ath-
letically with League and Valley Cham-
pionship titles throughout a variety of
sports.

I wish all of our student athletes
many exciting years of competition and
many victories in this wonderful sta-
dium. You are the most important ingre-
dient to the future success of this district.
Enjoy this beautiful facility, create many
lasting memories and to all of our Lib-
erty students and fans … Go Hawks!
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Math Crazy owner and tutor Tom Filer, right, helps a
student understand high school geometry.

You've tried the flash cards, you've tried the study sessions,
you've tried the phonics programs, but your child is still behind.

Math Crazy can help.
Your child is unique and at Math Crazy we treat him

or her as such. Our evaluations go far beyond State Stan-
dards. We also evaluate your child's learning style to de-
termine the method by which he or she absorbs the
maximum amount of information in the minimum amount

of time. Finally, we compile all of this
information to create a customized
learning plan specifically for your
child. We look behind the numbers
to tell you what the state tests don't.11
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0
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Scenes from the LHS Homecoming

The Seniors (Class of 2011) won 1st
Place for their Homecoming Class Float
which featured a Great Britain theme.

Tyler Abell (left) and Mandy Herron were
named 2010 Liberty High School Homecom-
ing King and Queen during halftime.

The skydiver stole the show when he
touched down with an American Flag at the
beginning of the stadium dedication.

Among the other Homecoming floats was
the Key Club Float, featuring an erupting vol-
cano which won 1st Place for Club Floats.

Liberty High School celebrated Homecoming on October 29 in their newly com-
pleted stadium on a night that included a football game between Liberty High and Wash-
ington Union, a competition of floats between the Freshman, Sophomore, Junior and
Senior classes as well as campus clubs, and the crowning of Homecoming royalty.

It’s Gogurt time as (from left) Emily Hal-
lett, Mrs. Hallett, Matt Doran and Daniel
Palomino offer frozen Gogurt on a warm day.

Shayne Hartley (center) serves up the
freshly popped popcorn to eager waiting cus-
tomers at the RMS Food Fair.

With piles of chips and buckets of cheese,
Coach Norris and Coach Crouch add layers
of zesty, yummy cheese to customer’s nachos.

RMS Busy with Multiple Activities

Congratulations to the RMS 7th and
8th grade girls volleyball and soccer
teams. All three teams tied for 1st place in
their DSAL divisions. What a fantastic
start to the 2010/2011 athletic year. The
middle school students have also been
busy this fall with dances, sprit rallys and
food fairs. 
Mark your calendars for upcoming

events in December at Ranchos Middle
School:

Drama Production 
Jolly Roger and the Pirate Queen
Dec. 8th and 9th at 7 p.m. 
RMS Theater
Tickets: $2 pre-sold and $3 at the door
Fun Family Entertainment!
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FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE

SHOP

Serving
the

Valley f
or Over

42 Year
s
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0 follow us on

Facebook

FREE
HEATING/COOLING
INSPECTION

COOL
IS NEAR!
WEATHER

call for appt. • exp. 12/31/10

In the midst of this hard dilemma of
human reality stands Jesus Christ. The
presence of Christ in the world gives us
another option. Jesus said in John 10:10:
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy; I have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.”

The words of Paul express the option
we have as followers of Christ (Philippi-
ans 4:4ff). I think they are words to live
by: “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say
it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be
evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the
peace of God, which transcends all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers,
whatever is true, whatever is noble, what-
ever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is

lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything
is excellent or praiseworthy – think about
such things. Whatever you have learned or
received or heard from me, or seen in me
– put it into practice. And the God of peace
will be with you.

When it comes to practicing the pres-
ence of Christ in a violent world, the bar
is set almost too high for the followers of
Christ. As Psalm 139:6 reports: “Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is
so high that I cannot attain it.” We don’t
do it so well. Thank goodness we have an
option that can give us a way to go: Jesus
Christ!

As He said: “In this world you will
have trouble. But take heart! I have over-
come the world (John 16:33).”

Pastor Bob Crabb is the Pastor of the
Christian Mission Center meeting at
36875 Avenue 12 (Loren Way and Avenue
12). They worship Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

PASTOR cont. from P. 10

ciety, we don’t want anything to do with you
because you can’t even take responsibility
for your own child? Nope, on the contrary;
girls line up to add themselves to the
notches on their bedposts. Instead of vener-
ating the unwed mother with four kids by
four different men, maybe as a society we
vocalize our disapproval of her carelessness.
Possibly then others will refrain from rush-
ing into bed with a slew of men, or at the
very least, remember to securely fasten their

condoms, or have I grossly overestimated the
availability of condoms to the public? Is it so
wrong to want to stand up and say, “You
made your bed, and then invited half the
neighborhood to lie in it with you, you don’t
get my pity.” Nope, instead I should feel
sorry for her plight and respect her struggles,
even though she clearly isn’t capable of
learning her lesson the second, third or fourth
time, and walking up to her and asking her to
kindly keep her legs crossed is considered
judgmental, and if there is one thing society
will not stand for, it is judgment.

GENWHY cont. from P. 6

Wayne bought a stuffed squirrel and placed
it on the fence.WhenMr.Abell saw this, he
got out his shotgun and blew up the squirrel.
Wayne ran into the backyard laughing hys-
terically at the success of his prank.

Wayne was a man of great humor, set-
ting a mood of laugher wherever he went.
Those who were with him will tell you that
even up until his death, Wayne made those
around him smile and laugh. Wayne loved
people and demonstrated countless times
how a small sacrifice on one’s part could
make someone else’s day. Friends ofWayne

say that they cannot recall him ever saying
“no;” he loved to give of himself and he
went so far as to be an organ donor.

About a year and a half ago, Wayne
gave his life to Jesus Christ and although
he is no longer with us, the memories and
love he instilled in our hearts will last for-
ever. Wayne is a true hawk and is now
truly soaring. Some say Heaven needed a
“Charlie 1.”

Amemorial service and reception were
held at the Liberty High School Theater on
Saturday, Oct. 30 attended by many friends
and loved ones who were able to reflect on
the wonderful man who touched our hearts.

WAYNE cont. from P. 2

purchasing food and decorations.
Work as a team with friends and
family and delegate what you can,
so that you can enjoy the event
too! As you pull decorating and
party ideas from magazines or the
internet, tuck them into the divider
pocket.

Highlights/Review – This sec-
tion may not help much this year,
but it’s an investment in the future.
Create a page to record your fam-
ily’s holiday experiences, events ,
memories, etc. You know, those

things you think you’ll remember
forever, but don’t. Next record the
changes you’d like to make for
next year ’s holidays. A year ’s a
long time and what may seem ob-
vious to you now, might be forgot-
ten by next Christmas. Store the
holiday programs and other memo-
rabilia in the divider pocket.

I can ’ t p romise a s t r e s s - f r ee
ho l i day, bu t a s you focus on
wha t ’s t r u ly mean ing fu l t o you
and you r loved ones and p l an
and p repa re acco rd ing ly, you
wi l l exper ience a more joy- f i l l ed
ho l iday season .

ORGANIZE cont. from P. 7

Thelma Jane Combs was born in
Grandview, Texas on October 7, 1933
and she passed away on October 28,
2010 in Fresno after a long illness.

Thelma was a resident of the Ran-
chos, living with her daughter Linda
and her son-in-law Joe Venhaus. She
was a member of the Ranchos/Hills

Seniors and the Golden Valley Bap-
tist Church.

Her memorial service was held
Saturday, November 6, 2010 at the
Golden Valley Baptist Church. The
ceremony was presided over by her
pastor, Golden Valley Baptist
Church Pastor David Jones.

Thelma JaneCombs
October 7, 1933 -October 28, 2010

InMemorium
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Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

11/10
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Service Schedule
Sunday 10 a.m.
Sunday 6 p.m.

AWANAChildren's Ministry
Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs.

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93636 559-645-0722

11/10

Cathedral since 1512 and as late as
1996. The Romans were brilliant engi-
neers, architects and military strategists
but also had wonderful grape vineyards
and wine cellars and crushing presses.
Trier is still producing some of Ger-
many’s best Riesling white wine. In
460 AD the Vandals and Franks pushed
the Romans out of Trier and were in
control until 1200 AD when the Arch-
bishop of Trier became the Elector of
the Holy Roman Emperor. I was having
trouble trying to figure out how the Ro-
mans got to this part of Germany when
our tour guide pointed out that these an-
cient rivers run all the way to the
Mediterranean Sea and right back to
Rome, Italy. This was one of my fa-
vorite towns.

More Medieval Europe
The next medieval town that we

stopped at was Bernkastel, Germany.
This town is famous for the Moselle
wine that it produces on very steep
mountainsides. The soil here is decom-
posed slate. Because of the steepness of
the vineyards the grapes are all picked
by hand. Coming from Madera, where
there are thousands of acres of grape
vineyards that are machine picked, it
seemed strange to me to see these very
steep hills planted to grapes. Their wine
is world famous and has been for hun-
dreds of years.

The next morning we woke up in
the medieval town of Cochem, Ger-
many. This town has the Reichsburg
Castle which sits on a hill. We actually
got to visit this castle and the day we
were there they had seven weddings.
One of the castle workers said that the
reason there were so many weddings
was because the day was 10-10-10 and
the husbands would be able to remem-
ber their anniversary. While the young
folks were getting married, I was hav-
ing my picture taken with a pair of me-
dieval knights’ armor with the beautiful
ceilings and stained glass windows of
the castle. There are many castles and
palaces along the Moselle and Rhine
Rivers. These were important medieval
military buildings owned by rich and
politically important people. The own-
ers charged people for using the part of
the river in front of their castle.
Napoleon’s French army destroyed
many of the castles during the time he
ruled this area.

Rudesheim, Germany was our first
medieval village on the Rhine River.
During the night our ship had moved
from the Moselle River to the larger

Rhine River. This is another wine grape
growing area with grapevines growing
on terraces up and down steep hills.
Small towns are built all alone the
riverside. Both the Moselle and Rhine
Rivers are full of locks that are control-
ling the water in the rivers and also
control the speed that ships travel the
rivers. Two ships can go through the
locks at a time. Ships are lifted up and
down on the rivers 24 hours a day. We
took a trip down the Rhine to see the
castles setting on all the hill sides.
Some have been converted into hotels.

Next was the large town of
Cologne, Germany. This town was al-
most completely destroyed during
WWII. When they started rebuilding
the town they kept finding a lot of
Roman artifacts. There is another me-
dieval Cathedral here that wasn’t de-
stroyed during the war.

That night we left Germany for the
Netherlands (Holland) and Belgium
where there was fierce fighting against
the German army by the British and
American forces during WWII. It was
sad to visit cemeteries and battle sights.
The Netherlands has a very complex
system of canals and locks to both
allow water to flow to the North Sea
and to keep the North Sea from flood-
ing the low laying land since it is all
under sea level. Amsterdam sits on a
canal system that empties into the
North Sea. It has been an important
shipping port for hundreds of years. I
came home with over 500 pictures. One
thing about a digital camera is that you
don’t run out of film like the old cam-
eras did.

I came back in time to attend the
funerals of two of my friends. The first
one was for Liberty High School Cus-
todian Wayne Trittler. I was on the
School Board when Wayne was hired as
the head Custodian of Liberty. He took
such good care of that campus. He will
be missed not only by his family but
also by his Liberty family: teachers, ad-
ministrators and friends. Wayne’s me-
morial service was held at the Liberty
Theater on Oct. 30.

The very next Saturday, Nov. 6, I
attended the memorial service of my
friend Thelma Combs. Thelma lived
with her daughter Linda and her son-
in-law Joe Venhaus in the Ranchos.
Thelma was a member of the Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors and the Golden
Valley Baptist Church. She had been
ill for some time. Her memorial serv-
ice was held at the Golden Valley
Baptist Church. She will be missed by
many.

Rest in peace my friends.

STOCK cont. from P. 12PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Ranchos Independent email address has changed. it is no
longer ranchosnews@theranchos.com. The correct address is:

We’re sorry for any inconvenience and thank you for your support.
ranchosnews@yahoo.com



Click on “Local News” at

excitedly posted a message to her Facebook
page to announce the great news: “By this
time tomorrow we will be residents of
Madera Ranchos!And then we start the next
chapter.” “Just as I finished that posting the
phone rang. It was a call I’ll never
forget,” Melinda said.

Road Rage
According to Fresno Police

Spokesman Jeff Cardinale, on that ill-
fated night Sgt. McKenna was east-
bound on Herndon Avenue and was
stopped at Palm Avenue with a cou-
ple of other vehicles when the tail-
gating Tundra appeared. Cardinale
said that McKenna legally shared the
lane with the other vehicles as he
moved his motorcycle to the front of
the intersection. As he did so, the
driver of the Toyota Tundra honked
his horn atMcKenna.When the light
turned green, Cardinale said that
McKenna moved into the middle lane at a
legal speed with the truck right next to him.
Witnesses say the driver of theToyota Tundra
sped up and intentionally struck the motor-
cycle, causing no damage but forced
McKenna and his motorcycle into the right
lane. Then, according to witnesses, the Tun-
dra driver veered into the slow lane, inten-
tionally running McKenna off the road and
into a light post before speeding away. The
crash into the light post pinched McKenna’s
leg between the light post and his bike and
severed his right leg below the knee at the
scene of the accident. Amazingly, Sgt.
McKenna was able to give a full report at the
scene of the accident.

Several witnesses attempted to assist
McKenna at the scene of the accident. Laurie
Tucker saw the incident and immediately di-
aled 911. “I was really upset when I was put
on hold for several minutes!” Tucker said,
“Thankfully, other callers had already gotten
through.” A doctor appeared on the scene as
well as a sergeant from theWomen’s Correc-
tional Facility. The doctor rendered medical
assistance at the scene of the accident and he
also called Melinda and told her the bitter
truth that Lincoln had lost part of his leg. The
doctor told her he didn’t know any more
medically aboutMcKenna’s condition, but he
assured Melinda that help was on the way.
McKenna was transported initially to Com-
munity Regional Medical Center where he
wasmet byMelinda and several of their CHP
Family members. He was air lifted to a hos-
pital in San Francisco at 6:30 p.m. where
doctors unsuccessfully attempted to save his
right leg. The next day Melinda once again
posted a message to Facebook: “Well now,
God has a new plan for my next chapter. We
are going to have a talk.”

Word of Lincoln’s accident spread very
quickly. Family and friends from all over the
country came in to help alongwith their CHP
family and their North Park Church family.
Some new Ranchos neighbors stopped by
with gift baskets or food and let the family
know they were praying for Lincoln and for

their family. Complete strangers who had
heard about the accident either on the news or
on Facebook all wanted to know how they
could help. Prayer groups were organized,
gift cards were donated and a fund was setup
to help the family with expenses. Melinda
posted to Facebook: “We are so touched by
all the support from everyone including per-
fect strangers. God is at work and doing great
things. I hope you are all blessed, for
you have blessed us.We are so grate-
ful that the Lord is working all around
us. Man, God is great!”

What happened next would put
ExtremeHomeMakeOver to shame.

The McKenna Project
“The McKenna Project” was

born.
T-Shirts were made for everyone

on the crew complete with a logo de-
picting Abe Lincoln inside a house,
hammer in hand and complete with a
stick figure family standing in the
yard.Mom,Dad and four children, the
only thing missing was the little baby
belly onMom’s tummy.Melinda’s fa-
ther, Bill Walton, was designated as Project
Manager. One group was designated as the
moving crew while another group immedi-
ately went to work to give the new house a
completemakeover. The CHPofficers closed
ranks, family, friends, church members and
neighbors, old and new, all pitched in to help
the family get moved safely into their new
home and insure it was ready for Lincoln’s re-
turn home.Melinda’s father wasworking one
eveningwhen aRanchos neighbor stopped by
to see what was going on. After talking for a
few minutes the new neighbor picked up a
hammer and went right to work. The volun-

teers paintedwalls, installed new baseboards,
removed popcorn ceilings, enlarged the mas-
ter closet, reconfigured the bathroom and
cleared weeds and debris from the property.
They completed other construction projects
on Melinda’s “Honey Do” list. “They have
done everything in our two-year plan within

three weeks,” Melinda said. “We are
so thankful for all [their] hard and
dirty work. In six months we will
make Lincolnwalk the property [you]
all have worked so hard on clearing.”

The CHP office is like a second
home to Lincoln so it only seemed fit-
ting that his CHP family would take
care of him by making sure his new
home was ready for his family. They
said Lincolnwould be the first person
to volunteer if any of them ever
needed help with anything. With the
new home in good shape it was soon
moving day for the McKenna family
in Clovis. Lincoln’s co-workers also
took on the responsibility of getting
his family situated. There was no

shortage of helping hands. Dozens of volun-
teers helped the family move into their new
home.

McKenna is now recuperating at the
family’s new home in the Madera Ranchos
after spending six weeks in San Francisco
hospitals. McKenna arrived home in style
this week when the CHP Helicopter landed
at Radio Control Park. “It feels so great to be

homewith my family rather than so far away
in the hospital,”McKenna said. Over the past
the past six weeks he has endured 11 painful
surgeries and he began physical therapy so
his body can adjust to its new circumstances.
He’s also become a Ranchos homeowner and
he was able to be with Melinda at her latest
doctor appointment through the magic of
Skype technology to see that the new baby
will be another precious daughter.

When he first came homeMelinda said he
was, “… pleasantly surprised that everything
looked so good.” She also said that he had told
her he felt extremely blessed to have suchwon-

derfulcoworkers, friendsandevenstrangerswho
have done somuch to help him and his family.

McKenna is currently in awheelchair ex-
periencing moderate pain and phantom pain
fromhismissing right leg. The doctors say the
phantom pain could last for months or even
years. “The swellingwill have to go down be-
fore he’s able to be fitted for a prosthetic leg,”
Melinda said. “He can’t wait to go back to
work. He would go now if he could.”

You can’t meetMelindaMcKennawith-
out admiring her deep faith in the Lord. Her
ability to get through all of this and hold
everything together for her family with such
strength and grace is absolutely amazing.
This is from Melinda’s Facebook page a
week after the accident: “To the man who hit
my husband: You have changed my life for-
ever. It will never be the same. I love theman
I married more than I did last Tuesday. My
faith in God is stronger and it grows ever day.
I realized who my friends are and I meet
strangers who really care. You have showed
me that the grace of God is alive and living.
YMcKenna’s want to extend their sincerest
thanks to the Ranchos community. “Every-
one has been so friendly and welcoming to
us even though we’ve just moved in. We’ve
received gift baskets and messages from
many people, most who we haven’t had the
opportunity to meet, but who’ve heard about
the accident on television and have wel-
comed us to the community,” Melinda said.
She also said they’ve receivedmessages from

a number of people on Facebook. “If
it wasn't for our friends, our CHP
family, and the community, we
wouldn't have been able to get
through this alone.”

Request for Prayer
As Lincoln begins his recovery,

the McKenna’s ask for continued
prayer for their family. They also ask
for the community’s help in finding
the driver of the silver, four-door,
Toyota Tundra. Fresno Police are ag-
gressively searching for the driver
involved in the hit and run accident.
“Police are checking nearby video
surveillance cameras for evidence of
the collision,” Detective Brian

Hance said. “There is a chance the pickup's
color was tan or pewter, instead of silver.”

Anyone with any information about the
Toyota Tundra pickup or its driver can call
Crime Stoppers at (559) 498-STOP, where a
cash reward is offered for information lead-
ing to an arrest or conviction.

An account has been setup for anyone
who would like to donate to the family.
Checks or money orders should be made to
LincolnMcKenna, account #119884, CAHP
Credit Union North Office, 2843 Manlove
Road, P.O. Box 276507, Sacramento, CA
95827.

McKENNA cont. from P. 2
Page 20

It’s good to have Daddy home in the Ranchos with, back row
left, Rebecca, 14, Rylan,6, Lincoln and Melinda and in the front row
Kaelyn,3 and Austin,5.

Friends, family, fellow workers, CHP officers, church family ...
it seemed like everyone was on hand to help the McKennas with
their move to the Ranchos while Lincoln recuperated.
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Have friends or family
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you
still want to keep in touch
with what’s happening in
the Madera Ranchos?

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@yahoo.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636
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Classified
Al t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 3 5
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - T a i l o r -
i n g , r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s .
F a s t s e r v i c e . N E W A D -
D R E S S & P H O N E N U M -
B E R : 3 6 7 3 3 A v e . 1 2 . C a l l
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

N ew c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e m o d e l s ,
r o om a d d i t i o n s , b a r n s a n d p a -
t i o s . Ca l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6 o r
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

C h imn e y Sw e e p

P a u l t h e Ch imn e y Sw e e p Gu y
- 1 9 y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e . Wo o d
S t o v e I n s e r t s & F i r e p l a c e s .
R em em b e r - TH INK SAFETY
- BURN SAFELY ! CALL 5 5 9 -
9 0 8 - 9 3 3 2 .

F i r e w o o d

F i r e w o o d - D r y , s e a s o n e d a l -
m o n d f i r e w o o d f o r s a l e b y t h e
b i n . A l m o n d w o o d 1 3 " t o 2 0 "
i n l e n g t h . 1 / 2 b i n - $ 2 5 , 1 b i n
- $ 4 5 , 2 b i n s - $ 9 0 , 3 b i n s -
$ 1 3 0 , 4 b i n s - $ 1 7 0 . Wi l l D e -
l i v e r . Ca l l 5 5 9 - 2 5 9 - 7 1 2 2 .

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a r e

P i n n a c l e Uph o l s t e r y a n d Ca r -
p e t C a r e . FREE e s t i m a t e s .
F R E E s t a i n p r o t e c t i o n w i t h
a n y p u r c h a s e . T i l e , a g g r e g a t e ,
s h ow e r s , P e b b l e Te c . Go l d e n
Va l l e y C h amb e r Memb e r , BBB ,
r e f e r e n c e s . Ca l l B r u c e a t 6 7 6 -
0 7 6 0 .

F o r L e a s e

F o r L e a s e - N i c e c omme r c i a l
o f f i c e s p a c e w i t h d o c k . Vi s i t
www. j dw a r e h o u s e s . c om f o r d e -
t a i l s . Ca l l J a n i e D o a k a t 2 6 0 -
2 7 2 1 .

F o r R e n t

F o r R e n t - N ew l y r em o d e l e d
h om e o n B e r k s h i r e . 3 BD / 2BA

- $ 1 , 4 0 0 p e r m o . i n c l u d e s y a r d
s e r v i c e a n d g a r b a g e . S e c u r i t y
d e p o s i t . N o n Sm o k e r - P e t
u p o n a p p r o v a l . Ca l l 5 5 9 - 8 2 4 -
5 5 8 8 .

F o r S a l e

For Sale - 1 Queen PILLOWTOP
Mattress/Box, Never Used - In plastic.
Cost $700. Sacrifice $245. Call 360-
9047.

For Sale - All New King PILLOWTOP
Mattress/Box, In Pkg., Cost $900. Sac-
rifice $350. Call 275-8813.
For Sale - POOL TABLE Genuine 1"
Slate Top, professional model, solid
wood rails, tournament bumpers, leather
pockets, w/accessories. Never used.
Cost $4K, Sacrifice $975. Can arrange
moving. Call 277-2511.

For Sale - NFL Blankets - Any size,
Baby to King. Disney, animal prints,
flower prints too. Also, some costume
jewelry. Call Blanca at 559-916-0733.

Found

Baseball Mitt - Found on Saturday
11/6, nice baseball mitt on softball field
at Ranchos Middle School. Please call
559-706-0972 to describe and claim.

Gu t t e r S e r v i c e s

The Gutter Doctor specializing in
both continuous and standard rain
gutters . General Contractor - Re-
pair Maintenance. 29 years work-
ing in the area. Call 559-822-2759.

Handyman Serv ices

Handyman Serv i ce s - O .
HANDYMAN - Need fans in -
s t a l l ed , sp r i nk l e r s , l i gh t e l ec t r i -
c a l , p lumb ing , o r any handyman
cho re s? Ca l l Ohan fo r f r ee e s t i -
mates . 559-645-4583 .

Landscaping

L u k e ' s L a n d s c a p i n g -
L a w n s , g a r d e n s , w e e d s &
t r e e s . M a i n t e n a n c e , c l e a n u p s
a n d r e p a i r s . C a l l t o d a y f o r
f r e e e s t i m a t e . 5 5 9 - 2 4 0 - 8 2 0 3 .

11
/1

0Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
559-645-5320

Pa in t i ng Serv i c e s

Paint ing Services - 40 years of
experience . Licensed and in-
sured. Frank Kramer Exter iors .
Lic . #273099. Call 645-4113.

Tr a c t o r S e r v i c e s

Tr a c t o r wo rk , d i s c i n g , r o t o t i l l -
i n g , w e e d c u t t i n g . Bob c a t wo r k ,
d r i l l i n g p o s t h o l e s , t r e e s ,
t r e n c h i n g a n d c l e a n u p s . Ca l l
N e a l a t 6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0 o r 2 8 5 - 8 2 11 .

Tr a c t o r w o r k , h o u s e p a d s , l o t

l e v e l i n g , d r i v e w a y s , t r e n c h -
i n g , c o n c r e t e w o r k a n d unde r -
g r ound u t i l i t i e s i n s t a l l e d . Ca l l
5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6 o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -
4 0 3 3 .

Window Cleaning Services

W i n d ow c l e a n i n g s p e c i a l .
Mo s t w i n d ow s $ 5 i n s i d e / o u t .
S c r e e n , t r a c k a n d s i l l s i n -
c l u d e d . H a r d w a t e r s t a i n a n d
c obw e b r em o v a l a v a i l a b l e .
F u l l y i n s u r e d . Call Nick at 285-
1723 . Free es t im a t e s . SENIOR
DISCOUNT!

Click on “Local News” at

CLASSIFIED ADS ONLY
645-0634 10$
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Real Estate Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 11/10

A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, I am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today!

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

DRE#: 01323109

Realtor®

11/10

LIZ KUCHINSKI
Letting My Experience Work for You

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson

Liz’s knowledge and understanding of her local community
make her uniquely qualified to enable her clients to own a piece
of the “American Dream.”

Certi�iedResidentialSpecialist
• Repeat and referral based business • Friendly, fun and a positive attitude
• Century 21 Centurion status eight years • MLS Committee Member
FresnoAssociation of Realtors • Ranchos resident for 25 years

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@lizkuchinski.com • www.lizsellinghomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

11/10

11
/1
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674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

DRILLINGAND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

11/10

11/10

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

11
/1

0

www.The Ranchos.com
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Click on “Local News” at

VELVET TOUCH
CARWASH
& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair
(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

B&M
Auto & Truck Parts

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

667744--77777700
HARDPAN DRILLING

• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
338811--55887799

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

IInntteerrlloocckkiinngg  PPaavveerrss

444422--11999999444422--11999999
nnootthhiinngg  oouuttllaassttss  ppaavveerrss!!

wwwwww..rrllaaccyyiinntteerrlloocckkppaavveerrss..ccoomm

LLiicc..  ##330066551111

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

LIC. #313070

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR
“We cover 

your
problems!”

674-2320
Gerald Scheffing

Painting

KNIGHT &DAY
COMPUTERS

645-0122
• NEW AND USED LAPTOPS •

• PRINTERS • PARTS •

repairs experience

B.E.A.R. #74561

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

Lic. #393449

Call us for all

CARTER DRYWALL

your drywall needs

645-1914

Service, Inc.

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

unlic.

“Stick with
the Best!”

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) This year, instead of jumping into the whole holiday
prep scene, move in a little at a time. You'll appreciate the sense of control you're
more likely to enjoy.

TAURUS (Apri l 20 to May 20) The separation between the Bovine's head and
heart is never as far apart as it seems. Both senses work best when they come out of
logic and honesty.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The best way to keep those pre-holiday pressures
under control is to just say no to taking on new tasks while you're still trying to work
with a heap of others.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) News means a change might be on its way, but what
does it hold? Don't just ask questions; make sure you get answers you can trust.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Old friends and new have one thing in common: Both
your longtime and newly minted pals have much wisdom to impart.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) With time running out, this is a good time
for you to show 'em all what those Virgo super-organizational skills can do.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Librans and holidays are made for each
other, especially if children and animals are going to be part of your joyous season.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Time is getting too short to allow a spat
to taint the holiday season. Restart your relationship and reschedule holiday fun times.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Seeking advice is laudable. You
might learn far more than you thought you could. Stay with it.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Continuing to assess changes works
toward your getting your new project up and ready. Trusted colleagues remain ready to
help.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) That new situation needs a lot of attention,
but it's worth it. This is a very good time for you to involve the arts in what you do.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) It might be a good idea to slow your hectic
holiday pace so that you don't rush past what -- or who -- you're hoping to rush toward.

(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.

Others pick up on your confidence in yourself, which
inspires others to believe in you and your special gifts.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk
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www.The Ranchos.com

(559) 645-0634  
Today!

The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver

Jackie Jones
559-240-3556

559-232-1352
or

call
Specializing in Livestock

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

©2010 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

SUDOKU
by Linda Thistle

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634



Click on “Local News” at
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1. GEMSTONES: What color is lapis
lazuli?
2. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the Pennines
mountain range located?
3. SCIENCE: The order Hymenoptera
would encompass what types of insects?
4. RELIGION:Who founded the Christian
Science Church?
5. FAMOUS PERSONALITIES: William
H. Bonney was better known by what
name?
6. HUMAN ANATOMY: Where is the
mitral valve located?
7. LANGUAGE: In the United States, what
is a more common term for "conscription"?
8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What was the
original function of the schipperke, a
Belgian dog breed?
9. U.S. STATES: What is the capital of
Michigan?
10. HISTORY: In English history, which
monarch did Cavaliers support?

1.Blue
2.NorthernEnglandandsouthernScotland
3.Bees,waspsandants
4.MaryBakerEddy
5.BillytheKid
6.Theheart
7.Thedraft,arequirementthatpeopleof
certainageserveinthemilitary.

8.Bargewatchdogs
9.Lansing
10.KingCharlesIintheEnglishCivil
War

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crosswordby Dave T. Phipps

  www.The Ranchos.com



Next
Meeting:
Monday,
Dec. 20
at 6:30 p.m.

Ranchos
Pizza
Factory

SEMCU is
looking for

volunteers to
join local

committees
to help our
community

thrive!
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