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Madera County Throwing the Ranchos for a “Loop”?

One suggestion by Madera County planners to ease future
traffic problems in the Ranchos is to construct a bypass, or
“loop,” to the south of the Ranchos to divert traffic, but busi-
nesses fear it will also divert a huge amount of their livelihood.

By Randy Bailey

A meeting was held Tuesday, Nov.
20  at the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce to discuss future proposed
Madera County roadway projects.
Specifically, the small offices of the
Chamber were filled to overflowing
because the key roadway project being
discussed was the possibility of building
a bypass “loop” that would run to the
south of the Ranchos along the irriga-
tion canal near Avenue 11. In a room
with Madera County Resource
Management Agency (RMA) Planner
Matt Treber and Charly Clouse of TPG
Consulting were Chamber members and
Ranchos business members from  all up
and down Avenue 12, listening to
descriptions of proposed roadway alter-
natives for both Avenue 12 and Avenue
9.

As a result of the development of
Gateway Village at Avenue 12 and
Highway 41, and general increases in
traffic through the Ranchos both to and
from Fresno and Madera, Madera
County has entered into a process to
plan for future improvements to county
roadways, including Avenue 12 through
the Madera Ranchos. The RMA has
determined that ultimately, Avenue 12
will need to be widened to at least four
continuous lanes from Highway 41 to
Highway 99.  According to Treber - and
echoed by Clouse - the County could
begin expanding Avenue 12 to four lanes

any time they wanted since they already
possess the necessary right-of-way ease-
ments.

But at a recent Chamber meeting,
RMA Director Ray Beach asserted that
he wanted the decisions for Avenue 12
to come from the community. He
stressed that the County was not inter-
ested in “business as usual” where they

would just  show up one day with road
graders and do what they wanted.

Alternatives presented for the por-
tion of Avenue 12 through the Ranchos
would be to either widen and construct
four lanes through the middle of town,
or leave the road in its current two-lane
configuration and provide a four-lane
bypass around the Ranchos to the south.

Responses from business people at
the meeting were mixed. Some thought
moving the faster-moving traffic out of
town to the south would allow for easier

access to restaurants and shops on
Avenue 12. Most others, however,
thought that a loop would turn the
Ranchos into a desert. The desert town
of Mojave, Calif. was given as an exam-
ple of how moving a main road
destroyed a community.

The impetus for the meeting was
news that the Madera County Planning
Commission had scheduled at its meet-
ing the same night to vote on amending
the County’s General Plan to change the
designation of both Avenues 12 and 9 as
“... limited expressways, and to limit
future access to those roadways.”

Either alternative should be studied
and evaluated by members of the
Ranchos community before a consensus
recommendation is forwarded to the
county for consideration. Fortunately
for us, the county is seeking community
input before any firm planning process
takes place. Now is the time to provide
your input and share your concerns.

The Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce will be hosting a townhall
meeting on Wednesday evening, Feb. 6,
at 7 p.m. The location of the meeting
will either be Liberty High School or the
Ranchos/Hills Seniors Center. Look for
updates in the Ranchos Independent for
the location and time.

This will be your first and best
opportunity to voice your opinion!
Please make sure that your voice is
heard before the final planning takes
place.

Who Took
Diane Felix’s

Life?
By Randy Bailey and Mayra Miranda

On Saturday, Nov. 3 at about 4 o’clock
in the afternoon, Diane Felix had a lot on her
mind as she drove westbound on Avenue 12.
She was on her way to pick up her 13-year-
old daughter, Patty, to go pay her respects to
a relative that had just recently passed away.
Suddenly, right around Road 33 1/2, there
was an oncoming car in her lane. Diane
swerved onto the shoulder to try and avoid
the car and then pulled back onto the road
after the car had passed but overcorrected. In
a horrific split second, her blue Honda Civic
traveling at approximately 60 miles per hour
collided head on with a brown Nissan Titan
pickup traveling at an equal speed.

Diane Felix was dead - but it wasn’t the
Nissan that that had caused the accident.

California Highway Patrol records
indicate that there was a third car that had
traveled into Diane Felix’s lane, caused her
to swerve and then drove off into the East
without a scratch as the accident unfolded.

The third vehicle has yet to be identi-
fied and, according to the CHP, is going to
be next to impossible to identify because it
made no contact with the other vehicles,
leaving no evidence. But it was this third
vehicle that swerved into the westbound
lane directly into the path of Diane Felix.

According to the CHP, the majority of
the witnesses have identified the third car
involved as a dark blue SUV. Witnesses
were not able to get a description of the driv-
er or of the license plate and the investiga-
tion is still ongoing as the CHPwaits for wit-
nesses to come forward, as well as anyone
who might have any information pertaining
to the accident. If you have any information
please call Officer Mike Reynolds or Tim
McKown at 675-1025.

Fortunately for us, the county
is seeking community input before
any firm planning process takes
place. Now is the time to provide
your input and share your con-
cerns.
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By Randy Bailey

The 2007-2008 Madera County Grand
Jury has issued its third final report of the
year entitled “Madera County Water
Advisory Commission” and has found a
major problem with the Board of
Supervisors’ selection of appointees for the
Madera County Water Advisory
Commission (MCWAC).

On Aug. 21, 2007, the Board of
Supervisors approved specific criteria
requiring qualified candidates to be
appointed to the five-member MCWAC
representing each of the five Madera
County supervisorial districts. According
to the Grand Jury findings, the appointee
requirements were ignored by four of the
five supervisors. As a result, the Grand
Jury has recommended that the appropriate
district supervisors immediately remove
each unqualified appointee and then create
a search committee to identify and recruit
fully qualified appointees to the MCWAC.
The Grand Jury further recommended that
the Board of Supervisors welcome the par-
ticipation of citizen action groups (stake-
holders) in discussion of vital water man-
agement issues, and that the Board proceed
with the presentation of the fact-based
Integrated Regional Water Management
Plan (IRWMP) according to schedule. The
full text of the Grand Jury’s findings are
presented here:

MADERA COUNTY WATER
ADVISORY COMMISSION

Introduction
A new Water Commission has been

formed in Madera County by the Madera
County Board of Supervisors. The Grand
Jury has identified a problem with the
Madera County Board of Supervisors
approval of appointees for the Madera
County Water Advisory Commission
(MCWAC). These appointments are in
violation of Ordinance 383D, Resolution
No. 2007-193, which resolution was
approved in a four-to-one vote of the
Board of Supervisors. Criteria established
on Aug. 21, 2007 to appoint qualified can-
didates to the five-member MCWAC rep-
resenting each of the five Madera County
supervisorial districts was ignored by four
of the five supervisors. A “commission” is
a policy-setting body, as opposed to an
“advisory board” only authorized to make
recommendations. Since decisions made
by this Commission will have conse-
quences that affect Madera County for
decades to come, it is imperative that we
have the most qualified appointees on the

Madera County Water Advisory
Commission.

Findings
A. In 2005, Madera County obtained

two grants totaling $770,000 from the
California Department of Water
Resources. The funds from this grant were
to produce a plan called the Integrated
Regional Water Management Plan
(IRWMP) for Madera County. Because
this plan must accommodate the needs of
the Valley Floor, as well as the needs of
Eastern Madera County, special attention
must be paid to the policies, agreements,
regulations, and practices emerging from
the IRWMP to enable the plan to serve the
diverse water needs of all county commu-
nities. The integration, regionalization and
technical aspects of the planning process
were designed to:

1. Create a Water Management Plan
for Madera County that will become the
framework for the policies and practices
designed to balance the demand for and
supply of water in Madera County.

2. Create a set of projects designed to
implement Water Management over the
next five years. These projects will be
described in terms of their contribution to
water management objectives, their cost,
duration, and priority of importance. Taken
together, these projects will result in the
infrastructure that will support the county-
wide water management effort.

3. Develop a set of criteria for evalu-
ating the results of implementing each
project and mechanisms for “mid-course”
corrections when necessary.

4. Provide Madera County govern-
ment with the information and tools neces-
sary to manage water under their jurisdic-
tion.

B. On Aug. 21, 2007, the Board of
Supervisors established the following
Mission Statement for the MCWAC in
Resolution No. 2007-193:

“It is the mission of the Madera
County Water Advisory Commission to
investigate, discuss and recommend water
policies to the Madera County Board of
Supervisors and Madera County Flood
Control and Water Conservation
Agency/Board of Directors to ensure a
consistent and healthy supply of water
within the County of Madera for all resi-
dential, agricultural, commercial, indus-
trial and recreational needs, and to further
responsible and effective flood control
operations.”

C. The Board of Supervisors estab-
lished the following Policy Statement for
the MCWAC in Resolution No. 2007-193:

“It is the policy of the Madera County
Water Advisory Commission to fully
explore the efficient and healthy uses of the
limited water supplies in the County of
Madera. To listen to all who come before
the Commission and to formulate advice
regarding water matters before the Board
of Supervisors and Agency Board so as to
provide unbiased environmentally sound
recommendations which will assist both
Boards to make fully informed decisions
regarding water and flood control matters
for specific and general projects.”

D. The Board of Supervisors estab-
lished the following qualifications for
appointment as a Water Commissioner in
Resolution No. 2007-193:

“To ensure that the mission and poli-
cies of the Madera County Water
Commission are met, it is necessary that
appointed Commissioners be qualified to
fully discuss and understand the various
scientific, environmental, legal, political
and social aspects of water issues which
will come before the Commission for con-
sideration. Therefore, at a minimum, mem-
bers of the Commission must have the fol-
lowing qualifications:

1. Demonstrated employment or edu-
cation in water issues This may be satisfied
by a showing of employment within a
water agency, water district, canal district
or employment as a water contractor,
water attorney, or consultant. The educa-
tion may be demonstrated by evidence of
extensive course work in recognized insti-
tutions or sponsored water seminar on
water issues in California. The employ-
ment and educational experience may be
considered separately or jointly so as to
show a level of experience or knowledge in
water issues which allow the member to
fully participate in Commission discus-
sions.

2. Political Experience. Political
experience may demonstrate the necessary
qualifications for membership on the
Commission, depending on length of serv-
ice and the relationship of that service to
California water issues. An example of
political qualifications are an elected
membership to the board of directors for a
water district and service on said board
for a period of time which would demon-
strate an understanding of water issues.

3. Lay Experience. A person who by
way of interest or necessity due to work or
other experience has a demonstrated
knowledge of water issues will qualify for
membership on the Commission. An exam-

Grand Jury Finds “Major Problem” with Supe’s
Water Commission; Immediate Removal Sought

Please see WATER on P. 13

Dr. Anthony Monreal, Deputy
Superintendent for the Curriculum and
Instruction Branch for the State of
California visited Golden Valley Unified
School District on Friday, Nov. 9 at 9 a.m.
and met with school officials and visited
some of the schools within the District.

As a part of his visit, Dr. Monreal
toured Sierra View Elementary School,
Liberty High School, Valley Teen Ranch
Community Day School and the Home
Hospital School at Children’s Hospital.
The focus of his visit was to view needs of
the Home Hospital School and make sug-
gestions on how to best utilize funding
sources.

Dr. Anthony Monreal is the Deputy
Superintendent for the Curriculum and
Instruction Branch. He oversees eight divi-
sions that encompass the full continuum of
education and related services in California
public schools. The work of these divisions
impacts individuals from early childhood
to older adulthood.

Dr. Monreal serves as the Immediate
Past President of the California Association
of Latino Superintendents and
Administrators. He also serves as a mem-
ber of the state Federated Council of the
California Interscholastic Federation, rep-
resenting the Superintendents Council of
the Association of California School
Administrators. Prior to being appointed
Deputy Superintendent by Superintendent
of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell, Dr.
Monreal served as the Superintendent of
the Selma Unified School District from
2003 to 2007. He also previously served as
Superintendent of the Wasco Union High
School District from 1999 to 2003. Dr.
Monreal possesses over 18 years of experi-
ence as an educator, serving as a teacher,
counselor, assistant principal and principal
at both the elementary and high school lev-
els, as well as superintendent.

Dr. Monreal has an array of experi-
ence working in and with California public
schools in the heart of our state's Central
Valley and we looked forward to him visit-
ing Golden Valley Unified School District.

Top Educator
Visits GVUSD

Dr. Anthony Monreal, (center) visits
instructor Tim Hays’ LHS computer class as
Superintendent Sarah Koligian looks on. 
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Guest Editorial

By Pastor Karl Roth, Flipside Church

Thanksgiving is designed to be a time
of giving thanks. In 1789 President George
Washington issued the first “Thanksgiving
Day Proclamation.” He said, “Now, there-
fore, I do recommend and assign Thursday,
the 26 day of November next, to be devoted
by the people of these states to the service of
that great and glorious Being, who is the
Beneficent Author of all the good that was,
that is, or that will be.” Thanksgiving is
designed to provide us with a time to
remember God’s goodness and thank Him
for it.

However, because I live in the Ranchos
and am part of our community, I know our
community has been through a lot of pain
and turmoil this last year. Perhaps not more
so than other years but it seems that there
has been a great deal of loss lately. How can
we, in the midst of painful events and mem-
ories, thank God? Sometimes giving thanks
is difficult at thanksgiving.

One Bible verse in particular gives me
insight and instruction on how to thank God
even in difficulty. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says,
“Give thanks in all circumstances for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (GNB) 

I’ve heard this verse misunderstood far
too often. Please notice, God’s instruction is
not to give thanks “for” all circumstances.
God says to give thanks “in” all circum-
stances. We wouldn’t think of giving thanks
for evil in the world. When our children or

loved ones die we don’t give thanks for
that. When our spouse becomes ill we
wouldn’t necessarily be thankful. The
Bible does not say to be thankful for evil,
but the Bible does teach us, no matter how
bad circumstances appear at the moment,
to give thanks to God because: 1) God and
His plan are bigger than my problem; 2)
God will give me everything I need to
make it through the “valley of the shadow
of death”; and 3) I know God is developing
my character which is the only thing I’ll
take with me into eternity (God cares much
more about our character than our com-
fort).

I may not be thankful “for” evil, but I
can be thankful despite evil.

How can we be thankful when we’ve
hit those “shadows of death” – when we’ve
lost our job, lost a loved one, ended a rela-
tionship, or are lonely? Don’t look at what
you’ve lost, but rather consider what you
still have.

Here’s the question: what are you tak-
ing for granted right now? Your health?
Your freedom? The relationships you still
have? A roof over your head? The safety
and health of your family? The little
income you still have? There is a really old
church song whose lyrics go like this:
“Count your blessings, name them one by
one. Count your many blessings, see what
God has done.” That’s a really old-school
church song but it holds a lot of truth.
Sometimes, especially during difficulty, we
need to stop and count our blessings.
Becoming a grateful person can be the
healthiest thing you could do in your life
this year. I heard someone say, “Love isn’t
the healthiest emotion out there – gratitude
is.” I agree. Actually, when you are thank-
ful despite your circumstances, you are
more resistant to illness and stress. Plus,
there is no way you will ever find God’s
plan and purpose for your life when you
are ungrateful.

Undoubtedly this holiday season will
be very difficult for some. I don’t want to
trivialize loss. It is good and healthy to
grieve for a season. But there is always
another season we must move toward.
During this Thanksgiving season pause a
moment and remember the blessings you
still have in your life. As you remember
them, you will develop what I call “an atti-
tude of gratitude.” That attitude of gratitude
can make all the difference in life, and can
flip a sad, hurting heart upside down.

Blessings, Pastor Karl

Being Thankful at Thanksgiving

P r o t e c t i n g
t h e  r i g h t s

o f  e v e n  t h e
l e a s t

i n d i v i d u a l
a m o n g  u s  i s

b a s i c a l ly
t h e  o n ly

e xc u s e  t h e
g ov e r n m e n t

h a s  f o r  e v e n
e x i s t i n g .  

The

Ray  Gun
S h o o t i n g  S t r a i g h t

t o  t h e  H e a r t
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RONALD REAGAN
saying more in one quote

than others say in a lifetime



A Special Report on Special Districts

For many years Madera County has been using the
general fund to subsidize the operation of County man-
aged special Districts. It might be an issue the Grand
Jury should look into but how and why it happened is not nearly as important
to me as stopping it from continuing.

What is a special district? Here’s an off the wall example: Special districts
can be formed for almost any purpose. To provide a service that the county or
city does not provide to the general population. I can get together with 20 (or
any other number) of my neighbors and form a special district to have our lawns
mowed. We have the choice of doing it as a collective effort (every week a dif-
ferent two neighbors mow all of the lawns); we can hire a lawn maintenance
company to do it all and just pay them what we are billed; OR we can just con-
tract with the County Special Districts Department and pay them what it costs
the county to provide the service.

In the collective situation if you don’t take your turns at mowing, your
neighbors will probably skip your lawn when it’s their turn to mow. In the case
of the hired company, if you don’t pay, they will stop working and take you to
court to get their back pay. But in the case of the County, they have just contin-
ued providing the service without payment in full. Now, the rest of the cost of
the service needs to come from someplace so they just show the Special
Districts Department operating at a loss – well over a half million dollars last
year.

Vote to pass the budget and it is a done deal. Great system but all of that
money comes right off of the top of the budget. At the last set of budget hear-
ings, the Board refused money to Veterans affairs, Fire Department, Library,
Sheriff and just about every other department in County Government. When
you look at the Special District losses and what was deigned you will see that
every request that was benighted could have been granted if it were not for the
special districts’ drain on the budget.

This is not fair to those of us that are not in a special district because we do
our own work and pay our own bills and then are asked to subsidize the County
operated districts.

It is not fair to those that are in privately managed private districts (there
are many in the county) because they pay all the costs of operating their district
and then are asked to subsidize the County operated districts.

Just to drive the point home, it is not only unfair, county council and the
Board agrees that it is illegal.

This year something prompted the county to take action. At the budget
hearing the board gave clear direction to RMA to begin hearings as soon as pos-
sible to raise rates enough to put the districts on sound financial footing.

The numbers that went out included not only a balanced budget, they
included needed upgrades, future upgrade funds and an emergency contingency
fund, all good ideas for operating a district. BUT when you are looking at oper-
ations that are 30 years old and falling apart, those repairs can be many times
what residents have been paying. There was such an uproar that the Board gave
the Resource management Agency (RMA) new marching orders: Don’t fix it –
just put a band aid on it; come up with a new set of numbers that will be enough
to just keep them in the black.

That is why there are two or more sets of numbers floating around for each
district.

Under Proposition 218, the residents can protest the increase. If 51 percent
say “No rate increase,” it can't happen. At this week’s hearings some districts
saw the logic in the numbers and accepted the rate increases. Others that had
filed protest letters as soon as they saw the first numbers asked for time so they
could withdraw their protest. This group fell into two categories: 1. Districts
that were in a downhill slide (in the red eating up their reserve but not yet being
subsidized); OR 2. Districts that were bankrupt and general fund money was
being use to pay their bills.

In the first case the Board had the option of giving them some time to with-

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Please see DOG on P. 6

November 2007 Page 5

It’s that time of year! One hundred degree days seem like they were a lifetime ago and
it’s now time for Thanksgiving and then Christmas. I can’t wait.

Speaking of Christmas, on Friday, Nov. 30 the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
will present its annual Christmas tree lighting at Maywood Center. There will be Christmas
carols sung by the local Girl Scouts and Flipside church, cookies and beverages, and stars
on the Christmas tree that you can take to “adopt” a veteran at the V.A. hospital  and make
his or her Christmas a little brighter. This year our
“grand marshal” is going to be 1997 Veteran of the
Year, Jerry Payne. Jerry has got a ton of great stories
to tell and he lives here in the Ranchos. Make sure
you say “hi” to him that night. And of course, the
guest of honor will be the ‘ol jolly one himself,
Santa Claus. He will be arriving on the next best
thing to a sleigh and a bunch of reindeer - a fire
engine! The festivities will begin at 6:30 p.m.
and it’s rated “G” for “great!”

If you’re looking for something a little dif-
ferent for that next party or event, there’s a
local  group of folks that call themselves the
San Joaquin Gunslingers. They dress up in old west cloth-
ing and use correct-era Colts and shoot .45 and .38 caliber blanks.
These guys have won awards at the Clovis Rodeo Parade, the Kerman Harvest
Festival and even our own Flatlander’s Day Parade. If you want to give your next gala a
“bang,” give these guys a call. They’ve even got horses, saloon girls and a lot of fun. You
can call Vic at 645-8514 or Diana at 645-0543. Yeehaw!

While we’re on the topic of yearly visitors, you know what visits us every year just
about this time? Can you say fog? As sure as I’m sitting here and God makes little green

apples, the fog is coming. And as we’ve already been reminded on
Highway 99 on Nov. 3 just south of Fresno, a little
fog can result in 108 vehicles slamming into each
other and fatalities left and right. The California
Highway Patrol has sent out its yearly fog driving
tips and they’re all worth remembering: 1) Drive with
your headlights on “low.” High beams reflect back
and blind you. 2) SLOW DOWN!!! Enough said. 3)
Listen for traffic you can’t see. 4) Avoid passing. BE
PATIENT! 5) Unless it’s absolutely unavoidable, don’t
STOP on the freeway. 6) Consider postponing your trip
until AFTER the fog clears (you know ... like in June).

Follow these rules and you’ll be around to get some tips on how to drive in 110 degree
weather.

Christmas is coming to the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center so go check out their Christmas
Boutique at the Senior Center at 37330 Berkshire Drive. They’ve got homemade jellies, pick-
les, baked goods, candies, Christmas breads, tote bags and a whole lot of other decorative
Christmas items. Their opening day will be Friday, Nov. 23 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. then
Saturday, Nov. 24 from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m., and on Saturdays Dec. 1, 8 and 15 from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. This is their first Christmas Boutique but everything else they do is first class so it
should be awesome.

I got so much positive feedback from Woody Laughnan’s “Olde Cowboy” column in
last month’s Ranchos Independent. He talked about his last moments with his beloved wife
as she succumbed to cancer. One reader came into my office with tears streaming down her
face after she read it. Another reader, Jerry Holmes of the Ranchos, wanted me to re-run the
column. He wrote, “Awesome, awesome, awesome! I stand amazed. How does a man put in
words his love for a woman, his wife? I’ve lived a long time on this old Earth and have never
before read such soul-touching words. Wives everywhere, please forgive us men (husbands)
for not being able to express these same sentiments to each and every one of you. Maybe we
just weren’t taught how. My prayer is that I find the knowledge and the way to tell my wife
these same feelings before her final day on this old Earth. What God has joined together, let
no man - or thing - tear asunder. I am truly blessed because I also have an angel like the one
Mr. Laughnan described in his article. My wife is truly a gift from God. May I join him in
stating that, along with him, we may be the two luckiest guys on the face of the Earth.”

He said, “... My prayer is that I find the knowledge and the way to tell my wife these
same feelings before her final day on this old Earth ...”

I think he just did. 

Random Notes
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Dear Editor:
Recently a story was published about the

rash of home invasion robberies in the
Bonnadelle Ranchos. One of the alledged
thiefs  was apprehended by a victim and his
neighbors. This alledged thief has since been
released to custody of family in the vicinity of
Ave 16 1/2 and 37 with a tracking device.  The
family he formerly lived with relocated to the
Monreal  and 17 area. All residents need to be
on the look out for each other. These thieves
wear dark clothing and often hit the same
house more than once. A dark colored El
Camino was spotted at one of the break-in sites
by neighbors. At least some of [the theives] are
minors and very aware of legal limits they face.

In the last home invasion a large knife was
alledgedly involved and firearms were report-
ed stolen. Stay alert and contact authorities with
ANY suspicious activities.

Wayne Hart
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
We live at the corner of Berkshire and

Trieste, where there is a 4-way stop.  In the last
year or so we've noticed a disturbing trend.  Many
people seem to have decided that stopping at this
relatively busy residential intersection is optional.

I'm not the perfect driver, and like all of us I make
occasional mistakes. And we've all been guilty of mak-

Letters

Annual Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony

for more information, contact 
the Golden Valley Chamber at 645-4001

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Santa will make an appearance
at the ceremony!

Cookies - Coffee - Hot Cider

Pick a star for a Veteran
at Veteran’s Hospital.*

Photos with Santa
for a $5 donation.

Christmas carols by Flipside Church
and area Girl Scouts.

Maywood Shopping Center
Friday, November 30 • 6:30 p.m.

*Items needed for Veterans: Instant coffee, white hand
towels, white socks, lap blankets, toothpaste, tooth-

brushes, L and XL t-shirts, new books.

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 #5C • Madera Ranchos

goldenvalleychamber@theranchos.com
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draw their protest. In the second, the
Board is up against the wall. If they
vote to continue even one more day
they are voting to illegally misappro-
priate general fund monies. The board
took the hard line. The district in ques-
tion was dissolved.

I wish they wouldn’t use that word! 
Nothing is being dissolved other

than the agreement that the county had
to manage the district. What is really
happening is that the county is saying.
“If you will not pay us what it costs to
operate your district we can not contin-
ue to manage your operation.” At that
point the residents get it all back and
have the option to run it themselves or
hire a private contractor to do it for
them.

Please note what is happening will
not get the districts out of crises; they
are still falling apart and needing major
repairs. All that is happening is that the
“monkey” is being lifted off of the back
of the general fund – or so I thought.

Now to steal a line from Paul
Harvey: “And now, for the rest of the
story.”

This is the bad news part.
The Special Districts manager kept

saying, “None of the Districts are cur-
rently paying the County cost alloca-
tion.” Supervisor Wheeler kept telling
the protesters that they were getting a
good deal because there were costs that
they were not paying. I wasn’t sure
what that was so I started digging into

it a bit.
County cost allocation is no “small

change” issue. but in fact is many thou-
sands of General Fund dollars not
directly being paid to districts, but are
still costs that the county would not
have if they were not running special
districts. It amounts to many thousands
of dollars, possibly over $100,000 each
year. I don’t see how this can be any
more legal that the direct costs are. It is
still using General Fund money to sub-
sidize County operated Special
Districts. If every county operated spe-
cial district has a perfectly balanced
budget complete with reserves and con-
tingencies, they are still not paying this
money.

A question to County Council: Is
this a violation of Proposition 218 rules
and therefore illegal as well?

There are much bigger issues that
have yet to be addressed. Sewer sys-
tems and water systems will fail in the
case of many small districts where it
will be impossible for the residents to
shoulder the burden themselves. Some
will be saved with grants, some with
bonds and some by merging. So far the
county has had a very nearsighted view
of the problem. We as a society will not
just stand back and watch a community
in crises when their system fails. We
will jump in and bail them out in the
end. It has been my experience that it is
a lot more expensive to fix a car after it
runs off of a cliff than it would have
been to just fix the brakes in the first
place.

DOG cont. from P. 5

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

ing "California stops". But this is not a matter of mak-
ing an error or an incomplete stop-- this is blatant, arro-
gant disregard for other people's safety.  Many of these
people aren't even tapping the brakes nor slowing
down-- they're just sailing through the intersection at a
high rate of speed as if the signs weren't there.  And this
happens daily, in all directions.  We see it all the time.

When we first moved here 20 years ago this
wasn't even a 4-way stop.  The other two signs were
installed due to the safety concerns of local resi-
dents.  Now, years later, I have no idea what makes
some people think there should be no signs at all.
Children of all ages regularly walk or bike on these
streets, and many of us have pets (not to mention a
family of cottontails who roam the neighborhood).
Someone is going to get seriously injured or killed
here-- it's just a matter of time.  We're waiting for the
day two people decide to blow this intersection at

the same time, and the results won't be pretty. 
The real corker for me was watching a cou-

ple of idiots in a grayish colored mini-truck who
blew through the intersection on Berkshire heading
east, at what had to be at least 50 mph.  Not only
did they not stop, they were flooring it all the way
through.  Bad enough at any time-- but this was
Halloween night just before dusk!  Fortunately the
first major wave of trick-or-treaters had not yet
arrived.  How incredibly, unbelievably stupid
do you have to be to do that?  Are driver's
licenses now found in boxes of Cracker Jacks?

Enough of this idiocy is enough.  You fools
know who you are.  Find a brain and get a clue, before
someone dies here.  Those signs are there for a reason.

Rick Hodgson
Madera Ranchos



The Bookshelf

By Ellen Mester

The Ranchos Library lost a valued employee and friend in a fatal collision on
Avenue 12 on Nov. 3. Diane Felix began as a volunteer at the library and then became
a staff member when a position opened. She was a wonderful addition to our staff and
was well-liked by patrons. She was passionate about science fiction and enjoyed shar-
ing recommendations about particular authors or series with patrons. Her enthusiasm for
books and libraries was always evident, especially during our Summer Reading
Program. She will be missed by all of us very much. 

Every year The Friends of the Ranchos Library has an annual Christmas tree deco-
rating party and all of the Ranchos community is invited. The children decorate the tree
for the library and there are yummy treats for everyone. This year it will be on Dec. 6
at 7 p.m. at the Library. Please come and celebrate the Christmas season with us and
become a Friend of the Library. 

As we move into the holiday season, think of the library as a great source for inex-
pensive gifts – books! We have books for children, teens and adults at very low prices
in the Friends of the Library Book Sale Room here in the Ranchos Library. It is open to
the public whenever the library is open. We also have videos and books on tape. All pro-
ceeds from the book sales go to the Friends of the Library who then purchase the new
books on CD and DVD’s for the library. 

Also, if you’d like to make a year-end donation to a non-profit organization that
supports the community in a variety of ways, think about donating to the New Library
Committee. We need funds to organize and advertise fundraisers, print informational
material and to seed a special account to purchase unique items for the library that will
not be supplied by the county. All donations are tax-deductible.

New Library Planning Committee Update
Elections of new officers have taken place as we move into our second year as the

New Library Planning Committee (NLPC). We are in the process of determining the
best way to fundraise and build up capital to help meet our goal. Looking at the new
Mendota Library, which is a branch of the Fresno County Library, we can see that their
funds came from several sources: the Library Bond Act of 2000, Measure B funds, the
Fresno County Library District, the City of Mendota, the Friends of the Fresno County
Library and a private family trust. It takes input from several sources to build a new
library, so help us out and be a part of the NLPC. We need your input, your expertise,
and your hard work.

Parents: Bring your small children to Monday Story Time at 11 a.m. with Mrs.
Anderson. This is a wonderful free opportunity for little ones to learn about the library
while enjoying a story read by a retired first grade teacher who has been our Story Time
reader for over 15 years. 

Book Recommendations
Young Adult Fiction: Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind

by Suzanne Fisher Staples. As a young Pakistani girl,
Shabanu is allowed certain freedom to wander unveiled
and free as the wind. Her family raises fine camels that
are prized throughout the country. With no sons, her
father has taught her how to care for the camels in their
harsh desert home, where water is scarce and sand-
storms can kill even the toughest of desert people.
Shabanu thrives in this environment until it is time for
her older sister to marry and the family must travel to
sell their most prized camels in order to purchase her
sister’s dowry. As they prepare for the wedding,
tragedy strikes and a frightening turn of events
changes everything. During all this Shabanu begins to
blossom as a young woman and suddenly she can no longer walk
around alone or care for the camels. She has drawn attention to herself and men will not
tolerate her sassy, free ways – including her father. The strict rules for women in her cul-
ture seem harsh and impossible for a daughter of the wind. She plans her escape … but
where will she go?

Adult Fiction: Saving Erasmus by Steven Cleaver.
Newly graduated Andrew Benoit is on his way to a new job
in the town of Erasmus. He stops to buy mints and ends up
meeting the Angel of Death, who happens to pop out of a
jumbo washer at the local laundromat. Apparently God has
given up on the town because they have lost faith, so he has
turned it over to the Angel for total destruction. The Angel
is giving Andrew the task of saving the town by being a
modern-day Jonah. Andrew asks if this is because of his
seminary training, but the Angel wryly answers that it is
because he is the only one who showed up. The dry
humor in this book is hysterical and Andrew’s character

Loss of Diane Felix Felt by Staff, Patrons at Madera Ranchos Library
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Phone

662-8825

COMPLETE 
CREMATION

SERVICES
Includes: transportation within 50 miles,

durable urn and alternative container, 
one death certificate, permits and state tax.

Everything one needs for a direct,
simple cremation.

801 E. Yosemite Ave.

# FD-1697
Madera, CA 93638
Fax: (559) 662-8551

You can pre-plan yours today

$ 1499.89
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YEAR  END  CLOSE  OUTS  ON  ALL  2007’S

SSaavvee  BBIIGG!!

Happy Thanksgiving from Everyone at Madera Auto Center!

Greetings Ranchos community, this
is an update covering all the activities
the Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos has
been involved in over this past month.

The Firefighters Run, which is co-
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club, was
held at Liberty High School on Oct. 13
and was a huge success thanks to John
Minney and Chuck Hoover. The run
started at 6:30 am, with 70 participates
competing in eight categories, ranging
from kids to 70+. The Firefighters Run
raised over $3,500, which is used to
acquire medical equipment for our local
schools and volunteer firefighters. It is
through this run that our local firefighters have been able to equip each neighborhood
school site in GVUSD with a defibrillator. 

Our Kiwanis Club also sponsored a table at the Valley Teen Ranch Fashion Show.
This was a great event as all the proceeds helped with the building of their pool and

other various projects at Valley Teen
Ranch. We are proud to help sponsor
this wonderful organization and all the
great things that they do for kids. 

The club also sent a Kiwanis mem-
ber and a Key Club member to the
Fruits of Our Efforts, Breaking Barriers
for Children Foundation Dinner; a
Break the Barriers (BTB) event. The
Barrier Breakers, formed in 1987, is the
performing ensemble of students whose
mission is to show inclusion at its best
while celebrating all abilities and soft-
ening the hearts, opening eyes for
awareness and generating hope for all
people. BTB’s mission is to “Break all
barriers experienced by people with dif-

ferent abilities.” There are over 3,000 students who participate in any of the programs
offered at their facility, including students from eight school districts. BTB is continu-
ally adapting classes to meet the increasing demand for this unique and one-of-a-kind
program. 

This was the first year that our Kiwanis Club participated in the annual Trunk
or Treat, held at the Ranchos Market,
where there were hundreds of little
ghosts, ghouls, and goblins running
around. This is such a wonderful event
to allow children in our community a
safe place to trick or treat. The
Kiwanis had two vehicles decorated
for the event: one was a restored fire
truck from the Historic Cobb Ranch,
complete with a fire dog by the name
of Hunter, and the other was decorated
in a pirate theme complete with a
treasure chest, jewels and pirate skele-
tons fighting over the bounty. Our club
was tied for second place for the best
decorated vehicle. We thoroughly enjoyed greeting the ghosts, ghouls and goblins
while handing out candy to them and giving out magnetic immunization cards to
their parents. 

The Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos is very proud to announce that the Pia family

The Pia family from the Madera Ranchos was
selected as the Family of the Year over several other
families nominated in our district. The award was
presented by local club President Pam Glueck (cen-
ter) and District Lt. Governor David Pinuelas (right).

Kiwanis made the most of Trunk or Treat at
Ranchos Market on Halloween night, using the Cobb
Ranch fire engine to distribute candy to trick or
treaters. Here, members of the Ranchos Middle
School Builders Club hand out goodies.

Liberty High School Key Club members Kayla
Hodges (left) and Griselda Ramirez were on hand to
help hand out goodies to trick or treaters at Trunk or
Treat on Halloween night.

Please see KIWANIS on P. 13
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“It’s hell to get old,” said the elderly man sitting next to me in the doctor’s waiting
room. “I mean, a man still has everything but a lot if it doesn’t work anymore.”

He sure had that right. I’d rather break a dozen broncos before breakfast than go
through my annual physical exam.

“Just hop up there and get comfy,” the nurse instructed, pointing to the black plastic
examining table so short my feet hung over and so narrow that one not dare lay on one’s
side as I once did and exposed my naked hind-end to the hallway. Two people recognized
me without even seeing my face.

“I'd know that #@%-*#+@ anywhere,” one of them said.
Anyhow, once I was settled on the table, the nurse said, “All right, now let’s take off

our clothes.”
Whoop-ti-do! That made my blood pressure rise and everything that still could got

up. But I was hesitant. I mean, let her take off her duds first.
“Sir,” she admonished, “we have to take off our clothes before the doctor comes in,”

and handed me an abbreviated white gown with ties in the back.
“Sir,” she repeated, “everything has to come off so let’s start with our shirt.”
There she went again: “Our shirt” when both of us knew very well she meant my

shirt.
It wasn't until I started peeling off my clothes that I realized how cold an examining

table can be, goose bumps popping up all over my body.
“Now remove our pants,” she said.
“Are you absolutely sure all this is necessary?” I asked, considering making a dash

for the door. “I mean we can postpone this if the doctor is busy. Actually I've been feel-
ing real good lately.”

“We can’t waste the doctor’s time. Our pants have to come off,” she insisted, turning
her back while I began the removing which was no small undertaking, trying to do the job
with one hand while trying to cover my groin area with the other.

“Now our underwear,” she said.
M’gawd! I was wearing the drawers that I never got the stains out of because of my

inexperience as a bachelor and had not yet learned the fine points of laundering. As I let

11/07

The  Olde  Cowboy by Woody Laughnan

Please see COWBOY on P. 11
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Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame 

Repairs
• Chroma Vision

Color Matching

674-8591
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair
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CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS

11/07

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent Place your ad TODAY at 645-0634
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Business Profile

By Christi McKinney

Who do you want to be when you
grow up? How about a Game Room Boy?
Every boy from 7 to 70 just might want to
be Rolling Hills resident John Robertson.
Robertson is the proud owner of one of the
most unique new
shops in town
called The Game
Room Boys. 

R o b e r t s o n
retired a few years
back from AT&T
as a Radio
M i c r o w a v e
Technician and has
lived in Madera for
10 years. Pinball
machines have
always been a
hobby and he
admits to having
seven of them in one – of two – game
rooms in his home. What Robertson has
created is a virtual museum of 50’s memo-
rabilia and collectibles that started last May
in the Maywood shopping center. Housed
in 3,600 square feet, it’s the largest collec-
tion of its kind North of Los Angeles.

The Game Room Boys was designed
to be a complete source of game room
accessories. They carry everything from
pinball machines, video games, jukeboxes,
neon clocks and beer signs to authentic,
customized 50’s diner sets. They have a
wide assortment of collectibles including
NASCAR, Betty Boop and Coca Cola, and
they carry a variety of Tin Sign and car col-
lectibles including: Rat Fink, Ruckas Rod
and Kustom, GM Motors and Hot Rod
Collectibles. Chances are if it’s a collectible
they will have it or know where to find it.

One of the centerpieces of the store is

a beautiful Wurlitzer Bubbler Jukebox, a
replica of one from the 1940’s. It sits in the
corner glowing and bubbling beckoning
you to play it. Some jukeboxes still play
45’s others play CDs but this one can be
even be connected to an IPOD (ok, if you
don’t know what a 45 is go ask your mom). 

They have a
huge collection of
LED and Neon
light pictures, sev-
eral of which fea-
ture local land-
marks like Tower
Theater in Fresno
or Merle’s Diner in
Visalia, and many
feature James
Dean and Marilyn
Monroe.

Many of the
juke boxes, pinball
machines and

video games can be rented for your 50’s
themed parties. They come preloaded with
music from the 50’s and 60’s or Spanish
tunes, or they can often preload music you
provide.

The Game Room Boys offer service
and repair as well as pick up and delivery.
You’ll often find Ed Gibson, the technician
in their shop, with a vintage pin ball
machine opened up. It’s interesting to see
what makes these old machines run.

You can visit their website at
www.gameroomboys.com, call them at 645-
4147 or just take a drive over to 37193
Avenue 12, right behind Cat’s Diner. There
you can spend some time walking down
memory lane. Robertson’s an encyclopedia of
knowledge and he’d be happy to give you a
tour. Who wouldn’t be happy spending their
days playing jukeboxes and pinball machines
and calling it work! Where do I sign up?

A Collector’s Paradise at Game Room Boys

John Robertson lines up a shot on one of his
many arcade-style games at The Game Room Boys.

By Christi McKinney

Travis and Carla Hart, owners of
Hart’s Photography Gallery & Unique Gifts
located at 37193 Avenue 12, Suite 3D,
moved to the Madera Ranchos in 2002 with
their 12-year-old son Andy to enjoy country
living and to be closer to family. They both
enjoyed photography as a hobby for over
20 years before starting their business last
January and in less than a year their busi-
ness has outgrown its original location and
they have just moved to a larger space next
door in the Maywood Center. They’ve
recently upgraded equipment to create

posters and enlargements and do photo
restorations and custom matting. Of course,
some of the old equipment they kept
includes a collection of antique cameras
dating back to 1917.

The Harts specialize in portraits either
in their studio or the location of your
choice. They do many pet photos, parties,
sports and action photos, and corporate
events. Their website, www.hartspho-
tographs.com, allows proofs to be posted
online so anyone can view them and place
orders from anywhere they have internet

Putting Heart into Work, Community 

Please see HEART on P. 11



access. You can also browse pictures from
current events in the Madera Ranchos.

Their son,
Andy, is the newest
photo-bug in the
family. “He has a
real talent for pho-
tography,” says
mom Carla. “He
does great work and
sees things from a
different perspec-
tive.” Andy’s also
an aspiring actor
who can currently
be seen in a com-
mercial for Cook’s
Hams on the Food
Network.

You’ll be amazed at all the unique gifts
they can create using your pictures, artwork
or logo, usually while you wait. Their
unique gifts range from customized coffee

table books to custom tiles for your counter-
top. The list is only limited by your imagina-
tion. “We can literally put anything on any
surface and everything is very reasonably

priced,” said Travis.
“We went into busi-
ness to give cus-
tomers what they
want and the serv-
ice they deserve.”

The Harts
strongly believe in
supporting their
community and
they’ve been spon-
sors for events like
the YMCA Hall of
Fame Dinner and
the Veteran’s Day
M e m o r i a l

Unveiling in Dos Palos and the Valley Teen
Ranch.

The Harts are now taking appointments
for Christmas card and family portraits for
beautiful Christmas gifts at 645-1918.
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has the “everyman” charm to pull you into this thought-
ful account of one man, one town and one heck of a job.
Will Andrew be able to save the town in one week?

Juvenile Picture Book: Jose: Born to Dance by
Susanna Reich. This is the story of world famous
dancer Jose Limon. In a beautifully illustrated story,
Jose begins as the oldest of eleven children born in
1908 in Culiacan, Mexico. His father was a musician
and often took Jose to the theatre to see flamenco
dancers, ballet dancers and other performers. When
the Mexican revolution began, Jose’s family fled to
Nogales and eventually America. Jose was quick to
learn English and graduated high school in Los Angeles. Finally,
after years of factory work, Jose moved to New York to study dance. His talent was so
great that he performed on Broadway. He taught at Juilliard and choreographed dances
that are still performed to this day. His dance style is called the Limon dance technique
and is used at schools and universities around the world. It’s a wonderful bit of history,
art and culture all rolled into a wonderful picture book.

Check out these books and more at the library and always remember your library
card … don’t leave home without it!

BOOKS cont. from P. 7
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Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.
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TIRED  OF  PAYING
FOR  FLOOD  INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood

insurance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Valley
Feed’s
Pre-
Holiday
Sale!

121 N. Gateway Dr., Madera • 674-6735

Monday - Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m - 3 p.m. Valley Feed

20 to 30% OFF

18.95$ 30% OFF
JEANS

all other Wranglers 20% OFF!

SHIRTS
style 13MWZ & 936 denim

UP TO

Carhartt • Boots • Hats • Jewelry & Accessories

NOV. 16 through DEC. 9 ONLY!
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them fall, I was never so embarrassed in my
life, quickly reaching for the postage size
wrap she handed me.

Presently the doctor breezed in and put
a cold stethoscope to my chest and I all but
jumped out of my skin. Then he hit me on
the knees with a cold, chrome hammer and
kept asking, “Does it hurt here? Does it hurt
there?” while poking into some pretty sen-
sitive areas before telling me to get on my
hands and knees, raise my rear-end and rest
the chin on the cold plastic.

Humiliating! Abashing! Shameful!
Embarrassing! Dehumanizing!

I was all but terrified about what he

was going to do next. And then he did it:
shoved a long, ice-cold metal tube with a
headlight on it to light up a place where the
sun never shines. “OK,” he said after excru-
ciating poking and then jerking out the tube,
“that’s it.”

Unfortunately, the ordeal was not yet
ended because I was in such a hurry to
bolt the examining room I failed to put
myself back in good order. This fact was
called to my attention – as well as every-
one else’s in the waiting room – by a lit-
tle boy tugging on his mother’s skirt and
blurting, “Mama, look at that old geezer.
He’s got his pants on inside out, is carry-
ing his dirty underwear in a coat pocket
and ain’t even zipped up.”

COWBOY cont. from P. 9

Travis Hart takes aim on another perfect pic-
ture for Hart’s Photography Gallery & Unique Gifts. 
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Senior Report

By Eleanore Burchell

Christmas is coming and so is our
Christmas Boutique to be held at the
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center at 37330
Berkshire Drive. We will have home made
jellies, pickles, baked goods, candies,
Christmas breads, tote bags, many
Christmas decorative items and much, much
more for you to see and enjoy. The opening
day will be Friday, Nov. 23 from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. then Saturday, Nov. 24 from 7 a.m. to 2
p.m., and on Saturdays Dec. 1, 8 and 15 from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. We are very proud of our
very first Christmas Boutique so please plan
ahead and come in to see for yourself.

The monthly sale to be held on
Saturday, Dec. 1 will only be the indoor sec-
tions, namely the bake sale, produce and
Christmas boutique, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The Garden and Treasure House sections
will be closed. At the time of this writing, the
produce section had
persimmons, pome-
granates and lemons.
Come in and check
out what is there on
Saturday, Dec. 1.
There are a few cook-
books left and they
are $12 each.
Christmas Boutique
items are displayed
on the shelves. Come
in and see the neck-
laces, earrings, paint-
ings, antiques, china items, etc.

We don’t want you to forget us during
the week so remember the plant, produce
and boutique sections are available Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Tuesdays from 6 to 9 p.m. and Thursday
evenings between 6 and 9 p.m.

If you are new to the area, lonely or just
lost a spouse, we welcome you to come to
see us. We are here for you. Many of our
members have surely experienced your same
situation.

THE UP SIDE
“The day you stop learning is the day

you start to die so learn, learn!”

Our East Coast travelers have returned
with many tales and photos of their fall col-
ors trip. They visited New York, Boston,
Quebec, Montreal, Toronto, Niagara Falls,
Washington, D.C. and Pennsylvania. You
need NOT be a Ranchos/Hills Senior mem-
ber in order to travel with our group. Joann
does our travel planning so if you are inter-

ested in joining us in future trips come in or
call to talk with her. Our next plans are to
take a January 2008 7-day Mexico trip.
Again, you need NOT be a member to par-
ticipate in our trips. For more information or
if interested in other trips, call Joann at 645-
4864. 

A Panama Canal cruise is in the plan-
ning for April 14 – 28. A flight to Fort
Lauderdale, Fla. will be made and then
board the ship with stops in Jamaica and
Cartagena, Columbia. Then it’s off through
the locks of the canal and exiting into the
Pacific Ocean with dockings in Costa Rica,
three in Mexico, namely Huatulco, Acapulco
and Cabo San Lucas. The trip concludes in
San Francisco where we will disembark.
This is really a spectacular cruise. For more
information call Joann at 645-4864 or come
in for a flyer. Again, you need NOT be a
member to participate in this cruise.

The October Birthday and Anniversary
celebration luncheon
was held on
Saturday, Oct. 27.
Twenty-two mem-
bers attended.
November’s lunch-
eon was held
Saturday, Nov. 10 in
Fresno at Acapulco.
Approximately 30
attended for three
birthday members
and one anniversary
couple. The celebra-

tion for December will be held Friday, Dec.
15 at the Pizza Factory, Avenue 12, Madera
Ranchos at 5 p.m.

Remember BINGO Tuesday nights
from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

If you need someone to laugh with,
come join our Thursday evening potlucks
with games played afterward. There is a lot
of fun here. Remember laughter is good for
your body and soul and being happy does
not mean everything is perfect – it means
you have decided to see beyond the imper-
fections!

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch program

Monday through Friday at 11:30 a.m.
Suggested price for 60 years and older is
$1.75. Reservations are needed a day in
advance so remember to call Joann at 645-
4864. We have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. The partic-

Please see SENIORS on P. 22

We will have home made jellies,
pickles, baked goods, candies,
Christmas breads, tote bags, many
Christmas decorative items and
much, much more for you to see and
enjoy ... come in and see the neck-
laces, earrings, paintings, antiques,
china items, etc.

FREE
FAMILY ROOM CARPET CLEANING

GET YOUR HOUSE READY FOR

THE HOliDAYS!
559-676-0760
W/PURCHASE OF WHOLE HOUSE CLEANING

PINNACLE CARPET CARE
make your appointment early! 11-07
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HAPPY WITH YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE?
ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH?

I CAN HELP YOU!!!

11/07

Christmas is Coming to Senior Center
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was selected as the Family of the Year for
our district. The Pia family was selected
over several other families nominated
from 22 other clubs in our district. The Lt.
Governor for the district, David Pinuelas,
came to our local club meeting and pre-
sented the family with their award. Later,
the Pia family repeated the award ceremo-
ny at a Kiwanis Divisional Council
Meeting. The Pia family is very deserving
of this award, they are always there to lend
a helping hand and strongly support our
local community in various events. The
Pia family was nominated by Kiwanis
member Linda Bresee through the

Ranchos Kiwanis.
If you are interested in volunteering

some time and giving back to your com-
munity, please feel free to contact any of
our new officers for 2007-2008. They
would be happy to answer your questions.

President - Pam Glueck
President Elect - Steven Monk
Past President – Chris Parks
Vice President - John Herrera
Secretary - Sandy Monk
Treasurer - Charisse Stindt
Board Member – Ollie Ridge
Board Member – Marie Cameron
Board Member – Virgina Vick
Board Member – Bruce Blair
Board Member – John Glueck

KIWANIS cont. from P. 8

ple of lay experience would be those per-
sons in the agricultural, commercial,
industrial, or recreational endeavors,
which routinely require the assessment of
water issues or interface with the water
industry so as to provide basis of knowl-
edge of water issues in California.

E. Members of the previous water
boards, Water Advisory Committee and
Water/Flood Control Conservation
Advisory Board, were summarily dis-
missed.

F. The Grand Jury found that prior to
their dismissal, members were not consult-
ed for their assistance, input or expertise
after many years of service.

G. The following grid demonstrates

the qualifications of each new MCWAC
appointee as compared to the adopted cri-
teria by the Board of Supervisors in
Resolution 2007-193:

Additionally, Appointee A disclosed
in his application for appointment that he
has experience as a water broker, to wit,
“In 1993, joined a team working to trans-
fer water from Arizona to California. The
water project was located in Cibola,

Arizona. The purpose of the transfer was
to help stabilize agricultural water delivery
and price to farmers in San Diego County
and to secure drought year water for the
greater San Diego area. This project is still
under consideration, but water projects
move at glacier speed.”

Conclusions
The Grand Jury questions why the

Board of Supervisors entitled the newly-
formed group as a “Commission” rather
than an advisory board; commissioners are
empowered to make policy, while advisory
boards are charged with making recom-
mendations. As currently seated, the
appointees consist of three real estate bro-
kers and one dairyman. The Grand Jury
concludes these appointees, not fitting
the standard created by Resolution
2007-193, were selected based on some
other, questionable, criteria. Allowing
unqualified appointees to remain seated on
this commission is a gross violation of the
public trust by our county stewards.

Recommendations
1. Since the County has spent

$770,000 to obtain the Integrated Regional
Water Management Plan, the Grand Jury
recommends the Board of Supervisors
move forward with the presentation of the
IRWMP fact-based information to the citi-
zens of Madera County according to the
original plan: Circulate the draft report in
November 2007, the final report in
December 2007, and adopt the IRWMP
plan in January 2008.

2. The Grand Jury recommends the
appropriate district supervisor immedi-
ately remove each unqualified
appointee.

3. The Grand Jury recommends the
Board of Supervisors create a search com-

mittee to recruit qualified candidates in
compliance with Resolution No. 2007-193
section entitled Qualifications for
Appointment of Water Commissioner.

4. The Grand Jury recommends the
Board of Supervisors welcome the partici-
pation of citizen action groups - stakehold-
ers - in discussion of vital water manage-
ment issues.

5. Finally, the Grand Jury recom-
mends the Board of Supervisors acknowl-
edge the many years of service of the vol-
unteer members of the previous advisory
committees, waters boards, and councils
that have been abruptly dismissed.

The above report was delivered to the
following persons and groups:

Madera County Board of Supervisors
Madera County Chief Administrative

Officer
County Counsel
Madera County RMA, Engineering
Madera Irrigation District
Chowchilla Water District
Madera County Flood Control
Madera County Farm Bureau
California State Attorney General
California Department of Water

Resources
Coarsegold Resource Conservation

District
California Association of Resource

Conservation Districts,
Central Valley Regional Water

Control Board
Hillview Water Company
Broadview Terrace Mutual Water

Company
Bass Lake Water Co
Broadview Terrace Water Co.
Madera Water District

NEED MORE
SPACE?

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #526211CCL #526211
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WATER cont. from P. 3

Appointee      Employment/       Political              Lay
Education        Experience      Experience

Appointee A None Yes                 None

Appointee B        None                None               None

Appointee C        None                None               None

Appointee D        None                None               None
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

By Dave Johnson

This month’s column is dedicated
to Diane Felix who left us Nov. 3, 2007.
Diane was one of the very first support-
ers of Golden Valley Martial Arts when
she enrolled her daughter Patty. Diane
was not only concerned about keeping
her daughter safe but was very involved
in the community as a whole, assisting
with many projects aimed at improving
the lives of all of her fellow citizens.
Being so accustomed to seeing her
beautiful smile and experiencing her
gentle spirit nearly every night Monday
through Friday, it will be impossible to
forget her. For those of you who would
like to help, there has been an
Educational Fund set up for Patty C/O
Washington Mutual, 233 E. Yosemite
Avenue, Madera, Ca. 93638 under
Patricia Felix Acct#442-677870-4.

I would like to take this opportuni-
ty to wish all of you a safe and wonder-
ful holiday season. Please put to use the
many tips that you have learned in the
past 18 months of reading this column
to ensure the safety of yourself and your
loved ones. Remember that during the
holiday season a number of specific
crimes actually increase. Be sure to
keep gifts out of sight. Don’t get so pre-
occupied with the season that you forget
about your basic defensive awareness
skills: To be calmly and constantly
aware of your surroundings (ALL of
your surroundings) and mentally pre-
pared to react appropriately to whatev-
er, without feeling nervous, apprehen-
sive, afraid or paranoid. In fact done
correctly, you should feel very comfort-
able, confident and secure. This mental
and physical sense will in turn be very
evident to the criminal element. Keep a
close eye on your children especially
within the holiday crowds. If you
haven’t taught them basic self-defense
skills yet, maybe I’ll see you soon. Give
your children the tools they need.
Enroll them in Golden Valley Martial
Arts for Christmas. Gift certificates are
available! 

Day-to-Day Safety
Recently much of my time has been

spent conducting Personal Protection
Courses throughout California. In doing
so, I have noticed many topics that
would apply to everyone, no matter
their occupation. whether you’re a real
estate professional, a doctor, a teacher,
or a full-time parent, there are many

things you can do day-to-day to
increase your level of safety and
decrease you chances of becoming a
victim.

First, we must remember that
Prevention and Preparedness should be
our focus and Defensive Awareness
should be our state of mind. Prevention
comes from education, action and con-
sistency. Preparedness reduces paranoia
and increases self-confidence. Effective
preparedness comes from realistic train-
ing.

So what simple things can we do to
increase our level of safety on a day to
day basis? 

1. Try your best to plan out your
day and then let someone you know and
trust know about these plans. 

2. Touch bases with this person
throughout the day at specific agreed-to
times. Keep in mind that unless you
perform #2, #1 is useless.

3. Develop a “Code Word” or
“Code Phrase” to use should you find
yourself in a dangerous situation and
able to make a phone call. By utilizing
just these three steps you have created a
sort of safety net should something go
wrong. If your special someone is not
contacted at the agreed-to time or if
they are contacted with the code word
or phrase, emergency actions and pre-
planned responses can be implemented
immediately.

Now let’s talk about ways to avoid
a bad situation all together.

1. Get out of the “Automatic
Mode.” It is easy for a majority of us to
fall into this category. We get up at the
same time, we do the same things and
we drive the same route, etc.

2. Change it up. Remember that
often criminals study their target very
carefully and for some time. Take a dif-
ferent route, a different street, stop at a
different coffee shop, etc. By changing
your daily routine, you not only become
unpredictable, you become a harder tar-
get and may even view the world in a
different more refreshing and interest-
ing way.

3. Look outside before you exit
your house, auto or place of work.

4. Make sure your house, office and
car doors are LOCKED.

5. Be sure you have a cell phone in
hand before leaving to a different loca-
tion and that it’s fully charged and in
proper working order.

‘Tis the Season to be SAFE!
Safe & Sound

Golden Valley Martial Arts

Attend as many classes as you want for no extra charge.
We require NO Contracts. There are NO Testing fees.

Private Lessons Available!

Bully-Proof your kids and get in
the Best Shape of your life.

Learn: Seieido, Taekwondo, Mixed Martial 
Arts, Jujitsu, Self-Defense against
Multiple Opponents, 
Weapon Disarms.

Parents!
Train with your children.
Ask about our special Family Rates.

Contact Master Johnson 559-917-5262www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com
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STUDENT POPULATION IS LIMITED! CALL NOW!

Give the Gift of Safety
Gift certificates available

Call for details!Happy

Holidays!

BByy  AAppppooiinnttmmeenntt  ••  555599-339955-44336666

5OFF
00$

GROOMING
NAIL TRIMor

HHoolliiddaayy        SSppeecciiaall

RANCHOS  PAMPERED  PETS
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Please see SAFE on P. 22
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To Advertise 
Call 

645-0634

TREES, SHRUBS & FLOWERS

NEXT TO HURST’S HARDWARE

Great Prices & We Deliver

John Finley • 974-2117
37398 Berkshire Drive • Madera Ranchos

CM&N Nursery

11/07

10% 
OFF

WITH THIS COUPON

FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL 
SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

37 Years 

Experience
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Senior citizens who are at least 62 years
old and own a home, can now borrow against
the equity in their home, utilizing the money
for just about anything, without ever having to
repay the debt. They can continue living in the
home for the rest of their lives without the bur-
den of making monthly payments. 

This is now possible thanks to a Home
Equity Conversion Mortgage created by the
Federal Government’s Department of Housing
and Urban Development, also known as HUD. 

This money can be used to: 
1. Payoff an existing mortgage 
2. Pay for medical expenses 
3. Supplement income 
4. Supplement savings 
5. Make repairs to the home 
6. Provide financial assistance to

family members 
7. Establish a line of credit that can

be used if needed in the future 
8. Vacation and travel 

There is never a risk of losing their home
and they are free to sell or refinance the home,
without penalty, at any time. All money
received is tax free and has no effect on Social
Security or retirement income. 

A free report reveals how seniors of
Madera County can utilize this opportunity to
ease financial burdens for themselves, or their
loved ones courtesy of this United States
Government insured assistance program. 

For more information, call the Consumer
Awareness hotline for a free recorded mes-
sage, anytime 24 hours a day at 1-888-820-
7076, ext. 56.

Senior Citizens, Federal Government
Assistance is Now Available

This past month, Stephanie Doran, a
junior at University High School at Fresno
State, was among 350 students nationwide to
attend a six day youth forum on Law in
Washington D.C.
Doran had been select-
ed to represent
University High School
and the Central Valley.
During the six-day pro-
gram, she was intro-
duced to challenging
careers in the legal sys-
tem. Doran visited the
Supreme Court, toured
prestigious law schools
and visited the nation’s
top law firms. She also
had the opportunity to
meet the Supreme
Court justices and ques-
tion legal professionals.
She and other students
then got to utilize their
new knowledge and
present a mock trial of
an actual Supreme
Court Case.

Doran was chosen for nomination based
on her academic record, extracurricular
activities and community service. An Honor
Roll student since kindergarten, Doran has
shown determination in her efforts to further
her academic excellence in every aspect of
her life. Doran has participated in the
California State Science Fair for two years,
received the Principal’s Medallion and the
President’s Award for Educational
Excellence. An alumni of First Church

Christian Academy, Manchester GATE and
Alta Sierra Intermediate, Doran concurrently
attends classes at UHS, California State
University Fresno, and State Center

Community College
District Madera Center.
Doran has volunteered
extensively in our com-
munity through her
church, coaching her
“Under 6” soccer team,
Girl Scouts, toy drives
and serving at area res-
cue missions. Doran is
a member of the
California Scholarship
Federation, Travel
Club, Interact and
Yearbook Staff. 

In her spare time
she enjoys racing in the
Hornet division at
Madera Speedway and
traveling. Last year she
spent two weeks in
Italy and in 2008 will
travel with her high
school to Great Britain

and Ireland. Although she has not formally
applied to colleges yet, she is interested in a
career in corporate law. A lifetime resident of
the Central Valley, Doran lives in the Madera
Ranchos with her parents, Jeff and Debra
Doran, and younger brother Matthew. Her
grandparents, Ken and Cynthia Malding,
have been residents of the Ranchos for 30
years.

Doran returned home from her trip on
Sunday, Nov. 18.

Ranchos Student Invited to D.C.
To Attend Exclusive Law Forum

Junior Stephanie Doran from the
Madera Ranchos was one of only 350 stu-
dents nationwide selected to attend an
exclusive six-day youth law forum in
Washington D.C.
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Keep it Simple ...
... with simply the best hand-made
aprons available in the Universe ...

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

U.S.A. made, fully
reversible and classic -
yet functional - styling

with your choice of
material on each side.

Two aprons for the
price of one!

To order today
call 208-855-0830

or
build your own at

The Unisex Adjustable

only

30$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)
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©

The Wash Day©
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!

VViissiitt  tthhee  RRaanncchhooss’’  oowwnn  WWeebbssiittee..
GGeett  ffuullllyy  ddoowwnnllooaaddaabbllee  bbaacckk  iissssuueess  ooff  

tthhee  RRaanncchhooss  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  ((bbeeggiinnnniinngg  wwiitthh  AApprriill  22000066))..  
LLeeaarrnn  hhooww  yyoouu  ccaann  aadddd  yyoouurr

RRaanncchhooss-aarreeaa  bbuussiinneessss  ttoo  tthhiiss  ssiittee!!

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com
11/07

The Ranchos Independent
SAY YOU SAW IT INSAY YOU SAW IT IN
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The Stork brought
Madison Alisha
on October 29, 2007

to the excited parents
Michelle Shannon and Nick Gates

6 Lbs. 13 oz. 20.7 inches long

and proud grandparents
Jack & Tina Shannon and Mindy Brandt & Rick Gates 

11
/0

7



Page 18 November 2007

By Sarah Koligian

As we are nearing the holiday season
and all the excitement that goes along with
it, this is a great time of the year to take stock
and count all of our blessings.  It is also a
wonderful time of the year to see how each
one of our schools is making “character
count” within their community.

Character Counts! was adopted by
Golden Valley Unified School District two
years ago which included staff training
before the program was fully implemented.
Character Counts! is one of the most widely
implemented approaches to character edu-
cation in the country.  It is based upon a

framework encompassing six basic core val-
ues called the Six Pillars of Character:  trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring and citizenship.  Each of these char-
acter traits is associated with a color to help
students remember the key points of each
trait.  

• “Trustworthiness” is associated
with the color blue and the phrase “true
blue” to remind students to be honest, reli-
able, and loyal.  

• “Respect” is associated with the
color yellow/gold to remind students to
think of “The Golden Rule” of being consid-
erate of others, be tolerant of differences,
and to deal peacefully with disagreements.  

• “Responsibility” is associated with
the color green to remind students to be as
solid and reliable as an oak tree as they per-
severe, use self-control and act accountably
for their actions.

• “Fairness” is associated with the
color orange and an actual orange that can
be divided into equal sections which
reminds students to share fairly with friends,
play by the rules, take turns and be open-
minded.

• “Caring” is associated with the
color red and of a heart, which reminds stu-
dents to be kind, compassionate, grateful
and forgiving.

• “Citizenship” is associated with
the color purple to think regally as in repre-
senting the state.  Students are reminded to

cooperate, obey the laws and rules, get
involved in community affairs and to
respect authority.

Visible at All Schools
When you walk into each of our

schools, it is very likely that you will see the
six colorful pillars displayed in the front
office, cafeteria, library and the classrooms.
More importantly though is how each of our
schools is implementing and living this pro-
gram on a daily basis.  At our elementary
schools, Character Counts! has been embed-
ded into their discipline programs and is giv-
ing staff many opportunities to “catch the
children doing something good”.  Students
are constantly exposed to the character traits
of “respect”, “responsibility” and “fairness”
as they strive to be personally accountable
for their daily behavior.

Sierra View Elementary School incor-
porates their Character Counts! program
into their weekly Panther Express school
newsletter by focusing on a specific charac-
ter of the month.  Deserving students are
also selected as the “Panther of the Week”
and “Panther of the Month” for showing
good character in specific circumstances
and are rewarded accordingly.  The morning
announcements include the character trait of
the week and teachers utilize them as spring-
boards for discussions and writing assign-

Golden Valley Unified School
District Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

Character Counts! in GV Unified Cross Country
Takes Big Steps

Senior Captain Will Juhrend leads the
Liberty High School Cross Country team.

Please see CHARACTER on P. 21 

Sierra View Elementary School hosted its annual Donuts with Dad event on October 19. More than 150 dads rolled into Sierra View and helped their kids devour 600
donuts donated by Vulcan Materials, fresh fruit donated by Art Fringer, and milk and juice Donated by the Ranchos Market. One student commented, “This is the best day
of my life.” It was great seeing all these dads out with their kids.

“Donuts with Dad” is a Sweet, Sweet Time at Sierra View Elementary

By Tawny Walker

The Liberty Hawks Cross Country
team has set forth their 2007 year with a
new team and a new coach.

After Melissa Locke stepped down
from the coaching position, Kevin
Peterson was the first to step up and
have the desire to take on the responsi-
bility that would be set forth before him.

Please see RUNNERS on P. 21 
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Mission Statement
The mission of Golden Valley Unified School District is to provide our students

the means to achieve to their highest potential within a caring, secure environment.

Vision Statement
Golden Valley Unified School District is committed to creating and maintaining

an innovative learning community based in excellence.

RMS Carves Pumpkins for Locals Valley Teen Ranch Visits CSUF Ag 

HELP WANTED
CLASSIFIED POSITIONS:                                                         DEADLINE
Bilingual Instructional Aide - LHS, 3.5 hours daily Until Filled
Bilingual Instructional Aide - Sierra View, 3.5 hours daily (temp)      Until Filled

COACHING POSITIONS:
Wrestling Coach - Ranchos Middle School Until Filled
Varsity Track Coach - LHS Until Filled

CLASSIFIED POSITIONS – SUBSTITUTE ONLY POSITIONS:
Bus Driver Substitute Pool Continuous
Custodian/Grounds Substitute Pool Continuous

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS - CONTINUOUS RECRUITMENT - $100 PER DAY

The Ranchos Middle School students have been active in the art classes. During
the last two weeks of the month, students worked hard to create awesome carved pump-
kins that were donated to many local businesses to thank the businesses for their sup-
port at Ranchos Middle School.

Ranchos Middle School wants the community to know that it LOVES its commu-
nity! A special thanks to Mrs. Ketchum, the art teacher, Mr. Pinkard, principal, and
Madera Produce for donating the pumpkins.

On Friday, Oct. 26 Valley Teen ranch
students, faculty and staff were invited to
take a tour of the Agriculture Program at
the California State University, Fresno.

The students arrived at Fresno State
in the morning and were given a brief
introduction on how to harvest apples,
pears, pomegranates, pomelos and per-
simmons. After the brief introduction on
how to harvest, the students were given
free reign on harvesting whatever type of
fruit they desired. The students mostly
picked off of the apple trees, including
different varieties of apples such as
Golden Delicious and Fuji apples. They
were then drawn to the other types of
fruits that were available: pears, pome-
granates, persimmons and pomelos.

After harvesting some fruit, the
group reconvened and was given a lesson
on how these fruits were cultivated. The
manager of the ag department gave the
students a guided tour through the
orchards and talked to them about polli-
nation and reproduction, crossing breeds
genetically, the reproductive organs of
the trees, grafting and how to tell the dif-
ference between the different fruit bear-
ing trees. He then went on to talk about
different career opportunities there were
in the agricultural field.

It was a very educational field trip
which gave the students a glimpse of
what it takes to get involved in the agri-
cultural field, and had some fun while
they learned.

The first Webster Student Leadership event of the 2007-2008 school year was a
Watermelon Eating Contest. Each class sent six participants to eat a slice of watermelon
in a competition relay. Students were excited and cheering on their classes. Webster
Student Leadership would like to thank all the parent involvement and help during our
first event.

The focus this year of the Student Leadership Team is to encourage students to fol-
low the Six Pillars of Character. Our motto is, “Compete with heart. Win with class. Lose
with dignity.”

Webster Leadership Eats H2O Melon 

Madera County Office of
Education held their First Annual
Excellence in Education Awards
Ceremony on Oct. 18, 2007. All
Madera County districts were encour-
aged to submit three nominees in the
categories of Classified, Certificated
and Management Employees of the
Year.

Golden Valley had two of the
three winners for the entire county.
The winner in the Classified category

was Cheri Adams, Sierra View secre-
tary, and the winner in the
Management category was Kristi
Fisher, district psychologist.
Additionally, Wendy Woods, Reading
Lab teacher at Webster Elementary,
also was a finalist for Teacher of the
Year.

This is quite an honor for these
employees and for our entire district.
Congratulations to Cheri, Kristi and
Wendy!

County Awards GVUSD Employees
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

11/07

You’re Somebody Here.

Madera
413 W. Yosemite Ave.

662-2800

River Park
80 E. Nees
446-6350

You’re Not Just Anybody -

11/07

COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance

We Service
Most Major

Brands
Sé Habla Español

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

266-6044

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711

$5 OFF
COUPON

Installation 
Now

Available

11/07

PPrreessttiiggee  GGrroooommiinngg
Professional quality grooming • By appointment only

PAMPER YOUR PET
447-9424
7277 Blackstone, Suite 103 • Fresno

11/07

Friday, Oct. 19, 2007 the Golden
Valley Special Olympics team participated
in the Madera County Special Olympics
Bowling competition. We had athletes
from Sierra View, Webster, Ranchos
Middle School and Liberty High School in
attendance. The ath-
letes competed
against students
from throughout
Madera County and
received awards
from Dr. Sally
Frazier, Special
Education Local
Plan Area (SELPA)
director for
Madera/Mariposa
counties. Parents and friends filled the
spectator’s seats at Valley Bowl in Madera.
The high score of the day was 118! There
were strikes and spares all day and the ath-
letes had a wonderful time.

Our next sport will be roller skating.
We had our first practice on Friday which

included all of our special education teach-
ers lacing up their skates and hitting the
rink. We also had a great time skating with
our Director of Special Education and this
year’s Administrator of the Year, Kristi
Fisher. I am not sure who had more fun,

the adults or the stu-
dents.

S p e c i a l
Olympics had been a
wonderful organiza-
tion that has allowed
our students to com-
pete in various athlet-
ic events. It has
taught them the value
of teamwork and
good sportsmanship.

Our students have overcome fears (swim-
ming in the deep end), sharpened their skills
(the 118 bowling score) and formed friend-
ships while having a great time. If you ever
have the opportunity to watch one of our
events, I guarantee your cheeks will hurt
from smiling!

Golden Valley Special Olympians
Compete in Bowling Tournament

LHS Freshmen constitute the only
Division V freshman football team in the
Valley and they’ve been playing strong teams.

LHS has an Outdoor Club that recently
trekked up to Twin Lakes near Huntington
Lake and spent the day climbing and hiking.

Educational Options students enjoy some
fun and games during Halloween festivites
involving Independence and Lincoln schools.

Ranchos Kiwanis sponsored Liberty
Under the Stars and saw 13 acts perform with
winners in four divisions.

At the conclu-
sion of Sierra View’s
successful Jog-A-
Thon, top fundraisers
Travis Reinke and
Courtney Osborn got
to cover Principal
Tefft with hot dog
condiments. 

LHS Rallies are getting bigger and bet-
ter thanks to increased participation from the
classes, like the Juniors here.

Snaps from Around Golden Valley
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TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock 
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone

Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand
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“HOME  OF  THE  BIG  ROLL”

3300%%  -  6600%%  EEvveerryyddaayy  SSaavviinnggss
11882200  EE..  MMccKKiinnlleeyy  ((NNeeaarr  BBllaacckkssttoonnee))  444455-00220066
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Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution 
For needy families.  Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups   Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night
RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722

11/07

Local Ranchos
Resident

• Yard cleanups 
& hauling

• Lawn & garden
service

• Maintenance
• Weekly & 

monthly service
• Weed control 11/07

LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEE  &&  GGAARRDDEENNIINNGG  SSEERRVVIICCEE
LLiicc..  ##BB00000088111133

ments.  
Webster Elementary School also cele-

brates the character of the month in a similar
manner.  One of their major community serv-
ice activities that demonstrates the pillar of
“citizenship” is the Red Bucket Food Drive
that they are planning before the holidays.
This is a time when the mighty Wolverines
come together with donations of non-perish-
able food items that are assembled into gift
packs by students, teachers and parents to
give to those less fortunate in the community.

Ranchos Middle School students are
also focusing on the pillar of “citizenship”
and serving their community as the Mustang
Student Body kicks off the canned food drive
for the month of November.  They will be
collecting non-perishable foods in collection
bins at the school to present to the
Community Food Bank prior to
Thanksgiving. 

Liberty High School leadership students
recently exhibited the pillar of “caring” as they
received a “thumbs up” in the Fresno Bee for
students reading to patients at Children’s
Hospital of Central California during Teen
Read Week.  They had the opportunity to pass
out books and read to the children.  They also
had one bilingual student who was able to
read to the Spanish speaking children.  The
students were recently featured on Channel 30

and Channel 47. 
Liberty students are also participating in

the upcoming Food Drive which is a compe-
tition between 4th period classes and also a
competition between schools in their league.
The winning school will display the winning
plaque until next year’s competition.  The
food will be donated to the Madera
Community Food Bank.

The LHS Hawks athletic programs also
incorporate another strand of Character
Counts! titled “Pursuing Victory with
Honor”.  Student athletes are expected to
uphold and emulate the rules of good sports-
manship on and off the field.

Educational Option students participate in
an annual giving event to show their compas-
sion and exhibit the pillar of “caring” by wrap-
ping gifts and personally delivering them to the
patients at Children’s Hospital before the win-
ter holidays.  Students learn that there is much
to gain by giving and spending time with these
children.

These are just a few examples of how
Golden Valley students are demonstrating
how “character counts” in each of our schools
through trustworthiness, respect, responsibil-
ity, fairness, caring, and citizenship.  We are
proud of the efforts of our students and staff
and our hope as we approach the holidays and
beyond, is that we continually strive to give
back to our community, just as our students
have demonstrated for us.

CHARACTER cont. from P. 18

37184  Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos
645-0122 • next to the Pizza Factory

Lots of New & Used Computers

Used, Completely Refurbished 
Computers starting at $200!

Hurry while

supplies last
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Peterson's experience in cross country
includes five years of running and par-
ticipating in a runners’ club. By being
involved in these activities before hand,
Peterson was able to take in what he
learned back then and use it for future
reference.

“It's amazing when kids pass the fin-
ish line,” Peterson said. “The first thing
they do is turn around and give each other
high fives. They are wonderful kids.”

This season, a full girls’ team was
added to the roster for the first time in
Liberty’s history. Not only does this
reveal hope for the future teams of cross
country, but it shows that in the years to
come, the cross country team will not
diminish, but rather flourish with new
aspiring athletes.

In order to make a girls or boys team,
the team must consist of five people.
Seven people can run, but the top five
scores will only be what will count to the
team’s total. Although the runners are
running as a team, they are always run-
ning as individuals in hopes of receiving
a medal when they pass the finish line.

Since 2005, the boys’ team has not
only grown in numbers, but has also

grown in rankings. The boy's cross
country team is ranked eighth in the val-
ley in Division V. “We are the best, most
invisible team on this campus. No one
hates anyone,” said Senior Captain Will
Juhrend.

Although this team may seem invis-
ible, there have been runners on this
cross country team that have raised the
bar of expectations and have risen to the
challenges set before them. “The fresh-
men are gradually understanding what it
takes to be at the high school level and
realizing that in a couple years, they are
the anchor of our program,” Peterson
said. Freshmen Sean Beintker said,
“Cross Country is fun and everyone is
crazy (in a good way). I was a little
intimidated on the first day, but now I
feel like everyone else.”

The boys recently won the league
championship and are on their way to
the Valley Championship. The girls had
wonderful individual races and will con-
tinue on to Valley as well. 

As the cross country team continues
to strive to do better, Peterson said, “It
shows a lot of self-determination from
kids who want to stay and run. I hope in
the years to come the numbers will contin-
ue to grow.”

RUNNERS cont. from P. 18
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Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday
Kid’s Church.............8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Worship........8:30, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Adult Sunday School............10:30 a.m.
Adrenaline Youth.........................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................7 - 8:30 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

At last, one big,
efficient machine

that'll keep you cool all
summer and toasty all
winter. It's the Bryant
Packaged Gas/Electric

Comfort System. And not
only will it keep you

comfortable year
round, so will we.

Whatever  it  takes.SM

11/07

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
LIC. 837274

6. Contact someone and update
them on your plans before leaving to a
different location.

7. Make sure your car and home
alarm systems are in good working
order.

8. Walk with confidence, look
around and make eye contact. 

9. Be prepared to defend yourself.
10. Enroll in a REALISTIC Self-

Defense training program. HINT!
HINT! 

DON’T WAIT UNTIL SOME-
THING HAPPENS! Remember, “The
WORST time to start Self-Defense
training is AFTER an attack.” The only
way to really know how you will react
when faced with a violent encounter is
to experience that encounter in a safe
environment.

CONTACT ME. I would love to
hear from you. E-mail me at
info@masterjohnson.com. Your partic-
ipation is vital and appreciated.
Remember, since we are all in this
together, let’s make it a community
project, have some fun and increase
our level of safety. 

PARENTAL GUIDENCE: Spend

some t ime wi th  your chi ldren
reviewing  the  fo l lowing  s i tes :
www.amw.com/kids, tcs.cybertipline.com
and www.missingkids.com/adcouncil.

SELF-DEFENSE TIPS: SEEK
PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION.
Protect your space. Always stand at a
slanted angle with one foot back spaced
at about shoulder width. Hands should
be relaxed and held between waist and
chest level. Don’t wait to be hit in order
to defend yourself. KNOW YOUR
ENVIRONMENT. BE PREPARED TO
ACT INSTANTLY.

Master Johnson is a world recog-
nized security and self-defense expert
specializing in executive protection,
hand-to-hand, multiple opponents, and
weapon disarms. He is listed in the
“Who is Who” in Martial Arts and was
named “Master Instructor of the Year”
1996 by the World Martial Arts Hall of
Fame. He is the owner of Golden Valley
Martial Arts, Tactical Training
International, Dave Johnson Real
Estate and operates the World’s only
online self-defense and Black Belt
training course at www.masterjohn-
son.com. He can be contacted at 559-
917-5262.

SAFE cont. from P. 14

ipants are getting more than just exercise by
attending. They have fun and share laughs.
There is still room for you and you can attend
all three days or just one or two of them. The
Line Dancing class is also a great way to
exercise. They meet on Fridays at 12:30 p.m.
This combines fun and exercise. You do not
need to be a member to attend these classes.
We have a large group, but there is always
room for one more – you! Fill your car with
your friends or neighbors; they will enjoy
finding new friends here, too.

Come in and check these classes out.
Our watercolor classes held on Wednesdays
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. are open and free to
the Ranchos community adults. No prior
watercolor experience is needed. The
instructor can be reached by calling 645-
1137.

Up and Coming Events
November 23, Christmas Boutique, 9

a.m. to 2 p.m.
November 24, Christmas Boutique, 7

a.m. to 2 p.m.
December 1, 8 and 15, Christmas

Boutique, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
December 1, Monthly Sale, 8 a.m. to 1

p.m. 
December 15, Birthday and

Anniversary celebration at the Pizza Factory,

5 p.m. Avenue 12, Madera Ranchos

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch

Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed,
call Joann at 645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to 11:30
a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?
Tuesday, BINGO, 5:30 to 9 p.m. (Hot

dogs, hamburgers, desserts and more avail-
able)

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. Card
BINGO

Wednesday, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Watercolor Painting Class

Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then Hand
& Foot, Pinochle or other games (Please
bring your own plate and silverware)

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to 11:30
a.m.

Friday, 12:30 p.m. Line Dancing Class
Please feel free to come in and visit

our Senior Center and get acquainted with
our members. We welcome you to come
and be one of us as our organization offers
and promotes social, educational and civic
activities in order to provide a better qual-
ity of life for all senior citizens. You have
received an invitation. Hope to see you
soon?

SENIORS cont. from P. 12
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.
Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

SAVE ENERGY!

559-673-3583
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!
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FINANCING

AVAILABLE

O.A.C.

for seniors in their homes

Call Home Instead

24-Hour & Hourly
CAREgivers

Needed
No criminal history and

car w/insurance required

256-1822
11
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PET BOUTIQUE

37164 Ave. 12 #102 • Madera Ranchos
Open Tuesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.645-PETS 11

/0
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2nd  ANNIVERSARY SALE
20% OFF SELECTED ITEMS

Check out our website at www.DogGoneCuteStore.com

Dog Gone Cute Store

NEW
STOREHOURS

Congressman George Radanovich
(R-Mariposa) released the following
statement Thursday, Nov. 15 after the
House Committee on Natural Resources
passed H.R. 4074, the San Joaquin River
Restoration Settlement Act, a bill to
resolve a lawsuit between the Friant
Water Users Authority, the Natural
Resource Defense Council and the U.S.
Department of Interior.

“The reason I first became involved
in the effort to settle this litigation was
to provide certainty to the Friant farmers
regarding their water needs. This is the
goal that they have sought throughout
18 years of litigation and water supply
uncertainty, and a goal that they contin-
ue to seek today. This was reiterated to
me as recently as yesterday, when four
farmers from the Valley traveled to
Washington to confirm their unwavering
support for the Settlement with me

because it is the only solution available
that provides the desired certainty for
the future.

“I am very pleased that the San
Joaquin River Settlement passed today
out of the Natural Resources
Committee. Implementing the
Settlement, so that the farmers will have
certainty about their water supply in the
future, is necessary because sticking
your head in the sand and doing nothing
throws this back into the hands of the
Judge and is irresponsible. However, I
am disappointed that the Settlement was
passed being partially funded by an
increase in oil and gas taxes. Despite a
White House statement in favor of the
Settlement portion, the tax increase
added by the Democratic majority pre-
vented the bill from receiving the bipar-
tisan support it has consistently had
through this process.

“Although the core of the bill
passed out of Natural Resources today
remains the same as the Settlement leg-
islation [H.R. 24] I originally intro-
duced, I do not support the tax increase
that was included and agree with many
of the concerns expressed by my
Republican colleagues about this fund-
ing mechanism at today’s mark up. Tax
increases, particularly on domestic oil
and gas production at a time when the
price of oil is rising dramatically, are
foolish and irresponsible, and I sincere-
ly hope they are not included in the final
version of this bill when it comes to the
House floor.

“Water certainty is the ultimate goal
for the Friant Water Users and the driv-
ing impetus behind my involvement
with this Settlement. I will continue to
work to achieve that certainty in a
responsible manner.”

Radanovich Speaks on Passage of SJ River Settlement

Prior to Veteran’s Day,
Congressman George Radanovich
(R-Mariposa) spoke out on the
refusal of  Democrats in congress to
pass a funding bill for Veteran’s
housing, health care and benefits
before Veteran’s Day. Radanovich
said the efforts marked the tenth time
Democrats have blocked the passage
of a standalone veterans’ appropria-
tions bill.

“For reasons beyond my compre-
hension, the Democrat leadership of
this Congress has repeatedly refused
to pass a veterans’ appropriation bill
that will be signed into law,”
Radanovich said. “House
Republicans have asked for its con-
sideration 10 times and 10 times the
Democrats said “No” to veterans.
Instead, they have chosen to play
politics with our nation’s heroes, by
bundling the veterans’ funds with the
Labor-HHS spending bill – a bill the
president has promised to veto due to
excessive spending.”

Radanovich noted that this year’s
veterans’ appropriation bill original-
ly passed the House overwhelmingly
by 409-2 and was a $6 billion
increase for the Veterans Department
that the president had promised to
sign into law. “Yet the Democrats
have not even appointed conferees,”
he said.

Radanovich said that as
Democrats returned to their districts
to honor America’s heroes on
Veteran’s Day, the Democrats were
being truly disingenuous to our vet-
erans every time they said, “Thank
you for your service,” while at the
same time robbing them back in
Washington DC.

Democrat Shame
On Veteran’s Day
Radonovich Says
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1. SPACE EXPLORATION: In what year
was the first component of Russia's Mir
Space Station launched?
2. CARTOONS: Who created the fantasiz-
ing character of Walter Mitty?
3. GEOGRAPHY: What Central
American country has no Caribbean coast-
line?
4. GAMES: How many players are on a
volleyball team?
5. HISTORY: What was the name of the sys-
tem of racial segregation used in South
Africa in the second half of the 20th century?
6. LITERATURE: Who wrote the ground-
breaking novel called "The Golden
Notebook"?
7. ANCIENT WORLD: What field of
study was Euclid known for?
8. MUSIC: What kind of instrument is a
hurdy-gurdy?
9. FIRSTS: Who was the first woman to
win the Medal of Honor for her medical
work during the Civil War?
10. BOATS: What feature makes the cata-
maran different from other boats?

© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc. 

1. 1986
2. James Thurber
3. El Salvador
4. Six
5. Apartheid
6. Doris Lessing
7. Mathematics, specifically geometry
8. Ahand-cranked string instrument
9. Dr. Mary Edwards Walker
10. Its twin hulls

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH

&
DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Professional 
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation 

(559) 645-4351

SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

RRaanncchhooss  AAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr
&  Chuck’s  Transmission

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

664455-44447755

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome, 
4x4, Automatic/Standard 

Commercial/Residential 
with my material or yours 

specializing in ceramic tile flooring

ceramic tile • hardwood • laminate

license #591468   

(559) 994-5908

Expert installation – 
over 20 yrs experience

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    489-7859

Valley  Green
Hydroseeding

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-55879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

3912 N. Hayston

Fresno, CA 93726

(559) 227-5959

fax (559) 227-5960

Fresno Madera

www.elainesanimalinn.com

40373 Brickyard Dr.

Madera, CA 93636

(559) 432-5959

fax (559) 432-5616

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

ANK
Quality Exteriors, Inc.

General Contractor Lic. #669920
Bonded & Insured

559-645-1392
Vinyl Siding • Gutters • Patio Covers/Lattice
Attic & Wall Insulation • Dual Pane Windows

Garage Doors • Textured Coatings

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • WINDOW

TEXTURED COATING
SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

645-1600
Brad & Cathy Burford

37167 Ave. 12 #D5
Madera Ranchos

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-77770
HARDPAN DRILLING

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. #103 • Madera Ranchos

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life
DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

HIGH QUALITY

559-4454-88060

GATE SYSTEMS

Marion Pool
Service

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Repairs

• Full Service
or Chemical

Service • Equipment • Supplies
• Residential • Commercial

• Family Operated 

FALK’S
FARRIER SERVICE

209-261-5174
209-382-1652
Robert Falk
Owner

professional, certified
correct
horseshoeing
for balance &
performance

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

(559) 645-0634  

for sales tomorrow, call

TINA
SHANNON
Today!

The Ranchos Independent
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Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

CALL  BOB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

WALK-INS AVAILABLE
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
MEN • WOMEN • CHILDREN

Gus & Co.
Salon37221 Ave. 12

645-0197
permanent makeup

manicurist
hair salon color, cuts

& highlights

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

SANDERSON
PHOTOGRAPHY

Lynn

Senior Pictures
Family Portraits

Weddings
Pet & Livestock

Portraits
Sports Photography

559-479-0943
LynnSandersonPhoto.photoreflect.com

645-11578

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

645-11578

Office: 559-645-1102
Cell: 559-246-6688
36946 Ave. 12 #B

Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

DARLENE FUQUA
Sales Associate and Notary Public

R We Gone Yet?

474-0505

rwegoneyet.info

the best savings for online
travel services

flights • hotels • cruises
entertainment tickets
car rentals • condos
sports tickets  

645-8323
37164 AVE. 12 #103
MADERA RANCHOS

Beauty Salon, Hair, Nails,
Pedicures & Gifts

A
Delightful

Touch

Business Directory • Business Directory

(559) 645-0634  
$25on

ly

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

ADS

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your work on a recent
job assignment is impressive and is sure to be noticed.
Meanwhile, expect to receive news about an upcoming
holiday event you won't want to miss.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Saving the world one
person at a time is what you were born to do. So accept
it when people ask you for help, especially during the
holiday season.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Now that you've resolved
all doubts about an important decision, you can surprise
a lot of people by defending your stand with your strong
and well-reasoned arguments.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The holiday mood stirs
your need to nurture everyone from the family cat to
great-grandma. But don't overdo it, especially with
teens, who like to feel grown up.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Enjoy basking in the warm
love of family and close friends. But don't fall into a
prolonged catnap yet. There's still much to do before
you can put up your paws and relax.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Avoid pushing oth-
ers to work as hard as you do on a common project.
Instead, encourage them to do their best, and they might
well reward you with a pleasant surprise.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Like the sensible
Libra you are, you no doubt started your holiday shop-
ping already. But be careful to keep within your budget.
Shop around for the best buys.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Love and
friendship remain strong in your aspect over the next
several days. This is a good time to develop new rela-
tionships and strengthen old ones.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) A
beloved family member has news that will brighten your
holidays. Also expect to hear from friends who had long
since moved out of your life.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Family and
friends are in for a surprise when you accept the need to
make a change without being talked into it. (Bet it sur-
prised you, too -- didn't it?)
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Restoring an
old friendship might not be as easy as you hoped. You
might want to explore the reasons for your former
buddy's reluctance to cooperate.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your party-going
activities pick up as the holiday season takes off. Enjoy
your plunge into the social swim as you make new
friends and renew old friendships. 

BORN THIS WEEK: You are caring and considerate --
two wonderful attributes that endear you to people of all
ages.

(c) 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.

645-1792
GARCIA HAY SALES

quality
alfalfa

hay

cows
goats

horses

559-213-2100
Doug Stuart
CCL#847829

all phases of
artistic residential concrete

Since 1984

559-645-1102
36946 Ave. 12 • Madera, CA 93636
cell 559-706-0301

Eileen Tiso - Owner
Resale • Foreclosures • Rentals

Property Management Available 

Make an
appointment
with relief!

call 559-645-1244

Christy Prater, CNRT

Neuropathy & More ...
Foot Therapy
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

11/07

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

11/07
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THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
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John Herrera, Realtor
Sellers ready to deal:  • 18.6 acres in Easton. 2 houses plus studio. Thompsons.
$799,000 • Starter home or great rental, SE Fresno by fairgrounds. $209,900.
Call me for any of your real estate needs. Retired law enforcement. Long time
Ranchos resident. Español. "The
most important things in your house are
the people." www.anyquestions.info.
Call me today at 217-8947.

559-217-8947

11/07

9501 E. Central, Del Rey
Beautiful 35 acres with views of the foothills.
Includes barn w/tack/shop. Acreage laser leveled
and ready for crops w/two wells on property.
Includes newer 1,500 sf. 3BR/2BAmanufactured
home on permanent foundation.                 $699,999

36206 Ruth Ave.
Beautiful 3BD/2BA Ranchos home w/
open floor plan. Laminate flooring,  granite
countertops, Jacuzzi, walk-in closet, dual
pane windows and tons of cabinets. Too
many upgrades to list! $355,000

Price
Reduced!

AGE 62 OR OLDER? WANT YOUR HOUSE TO PAY YOU?
NO MORE MORTGAGE PAYMENTS!

1-888-820-7076 EXT. 55
FREE RECORDED MESSAGE

11/07

645-4113
Lic. #273099

• Trenching
• Sand Blasting
• Patch
• Primer
• Tex Cote
• Paint Trim 11

/0
7

Frank Kramer Exteriors

Don’t let your HARD-EARNED MONEY
go out the window. Save BIG with

MILGARD VINYL WINDOWS!

NOW OFFERING

• lifetime warranty
on accidental
breakage

• labor
• materials

MILGARD
Vinyl Windows

Turn Your HOUSE into a

DREAM HOME with

TEX•COTE      instead of

paint

and 
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To Advertise Call 645-0634 Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770
11/07

REDUCED 3 BD/1BA @ 29462 AVE
13 1/2. Cute 3 bedroom 1 bath
home on a quiet street. Lots of
trees in front. $224,000.

FAMILY-ORIENTED NEIGHBORHOOD -
@ 5946  E. McKenzie, Fresno. 3BD/2BA
in Clovis schools. Owners motivated -
make offer. $249,000.

DECORATED W/CLASS. 4BD/3BA.
2685 Cypress, Clovis. Designed for
entertaining. $559,000.

POTENTIAL COMMERCIAL - Ave.
18 1/2 & HWY 99. 16 ac. @ $200K
per acre. 46 ac. @ $100K per acre.

COMMERCIAL/LT. IND. - Corner lot.
Value in location, house sold “as is”.
17881 RD 24, Madera. $310,000.

10 ACRE ALMOND ORCHARD W/LOVE-
LY HOME - 4-year-old Nonpareil and
Aldrich trees with 4 BD/2 BA home. Ag
well. 7486 E. Nebraska, Selma. $595K 

IMMACULATE/GORGEOUS 4 BD/2BA @
35203 Ave. 13 1/4. Truly a MUST SEE.
Horses and RV OK. $477,000.

Buyer should verify zoning, square footage, acreage  and schools.

36 and 38 ac. pistachios. $12,500/ac.
2 2 8 +  a c r e s  o f p i s t a ch i o s ,
12 APN numbers. $16 ,500 /ac .

All owner/agent. Call Tom @ 706-3162.

P ISTACHIOS -  GREAT BUY!
25 ac. @ $11,500 per acre.

398 ac.On Ave.15 at Rd.35.Williamson
Act. Owner/agent.$19,500/ac.

COMMERCIAL - 1+ ac. corner lot on
Avenue 12. Owner/agent. $500,000.

Commercial

INDUSTRIAL - 15 ac. 3 houses, office
complex.RD 25 near Ave.12.$150K/ac.

INDUSTRIAL - 5 ac. w/house “as is”,
RD 25 north of Ave. 12. $600,000.

RIO MESA PROPERTY AVAILABLE

Ag Land

Homes

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell • www.kellnerproperties.com

DRE #00626107

LEASE/OPTION POSSIBLE - 3 BD/2BA
@ 36954 Sparta. RV OK, newer roof,
fresh paint, alarm, sprinklers. Many
extras. $284,500.

GREAT VIEW ON RIVER BLUFF - 8727
W.Herndon,Fresno.Rare 25 acre ranch
w/river frontage. Large shop w/lots of
parking. $1,100,000.Tom 706-3162.

Real Estate

Call the listing office for all of the amenities of any of these properties

431-7060 or 645-5450
call Paul Sobaje at Continental Realty

Sharp, 1-year-old home zoned for horses. Vaulted ceilings, fireplace with brick hearth, spacious
kitchen with lots of counter space and breakfast bar. Walk-in pantry, isolated bedroom and bath, large
bedrooms. Walk-in closets, quality paint, carpeting and tile throughout. Fenced yard, concrete walk-
ways and driveway, and front gate. Near schools and just 15 minutes from Riverpark shopping.

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$349,000
35340 Ave. 13 1/2

Continental Realty
P•R•E•S•E•N•T•S

11/07

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$340,000
16253 La Canada 

2.25 ac. zoned for horses. Covered front porch. Living room with vaulted ceiling,
family room with pellet stove, French doors & eating area with bay window.
Breakfast bar, indoor utility room and nice floor coverings throughout. Landscaping
front & back. Located in Golden Valley School District.

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$419,000
12786 Road 37 

Lovely landscaped home w/pool and horse set-up on 2.5 acres. Upgraded tile counters and
flooring throughout much of the house, energy efficient windows and new roof. Sparkling
pool, large patio, lots of grassy area and privacy fencing. Horse set-up has round pen, tack
shed, tie up, corral and pole barn. Convenient location near local schools.

4 Bed 
3 Ba.

$459,000
11953 Trieste

Beautiful, new 2,746 sq. ft. custom on 1/3 ac. Gourmet kitchen with butler's & walk-in
pantry. High ceilings throughout home. Granite slab countertops. Custom cabinets &
tile. Large master suite w/walk-in closet & master bath with Jacuzzi. Tankless hot water,
alarm & sound system. Finished 3-car garage & fenced backyard w/RV parking.

Always high quality at good prices! 645-0421 or 975-7666

Residential & Commercial
• New Roofs
• Re-roofs
• Specialized in Repairs
• Roof Certification
• Roof Inspection
• Gutters
• Continuous Gutters
• Sky Lights - Sun Tunnels

Lic# 814909
Call for details. 

Locally Ownedand Operated

with any complete 
reroof or new roof

Up to 60 feet
CONTINUOUS GUTTERS

FREE

11
/0
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Classified
Alteration Services

Molly’s Alterations - 35 years experi-
ence - Tailoring, repairs, and leathers.
Fast service. Located at 36619 Ave. 12
or call 645-5527. Ask for Madlin.

Christmas

NEEDED: Kind, generous people who will
give Christmas to a needy family of 10 (2
adults and 8 children) in the Ranchos.
Please call Kathleen at 645-5188.

Firewood

Firewood - Almond - $165/cord. Tamarack
- $185/cord. Cut 16”-18”. Free local deliv-
ery. Also fruit bins of oak blocks $30 each.
Call 240-7118 or 645-6267.

For Sale

For Sale – Horses AQHA Registered horses
for sale. Call 559-645-5290 or 559-304-5073.

For Sale – Pool Table 2007. Brand new, in
crate. Professional 8’, 1” slate, leather pock-
ets. Cost $3,500, sacrifice $975. Can deliv-
er. Call 559-447-5066.

For Sale - Hot Tub 2007. Never used, thera-
py seats, ozonator, loaded. Full warranty.
Sacrifice $2,475. Can deliver. Call 559-360-
9047.

For Sale - Bedroom Set. Solid cherrywood.
Sleigh bed, nightstand, TV armoire, chest.
Thomasville quality. New in boxes! Cost $8K
sacrifice $1,950. Call 559-230-0486.

For Sale – 1 Queen PILLOWTOP mat-
tress/box, new in plastic. Cost $600 sacrifice
$195. Call 559-277-2511.

For Sale – $295 all new King PILLOW-
TOP mattress/box. Never used w/warranty.
Cost $700 sacrifice $295. Call 559-438-0248.

For Sale - Dining Room Set - Beautiful solid
cherry double pedestal table w/2 leaves, 6
chairs, 4-door china cabinet w/touch lighting.
Cost $8,000 sacrifice $1,950. Matching buffet
$450. Call 559-275-8813.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in both contin-
uous and standard rain gutters. Unusual jobs.
Air conditioning service also available. Yearly

cleaning. 29 years working in the area. Call
559-822-2759.

Handyman Services

Rancho Handyman - You need the Rancho
Handyman. Call Ohan for estimates for fenc-
ing, electrical and plumbing jobs. Call 645-
6924.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted - Part Time Customer
Service/Sales. Great commission plan.
Make as much as you want on your own
schedule. Call 645-0634.

Investment & Loans

Money To Loan Service – Oro Financial.
Able to loan today. Credit not a problem. Cash
for trust deeds. Mobile home on land. Call 438-
9999.

Junk Hauling

Junk Removal - You call, I haul.
Brush, appliances, tires, T.V.s, metal

furniture, etc. Reasonable rates. Call
Tim Polach at 559-822-6400.

Painting Services

Gerald Scheffing Painting. “Best in
the West” for over 35 years. Call 674-
2320. Lic. #313070.

Texture Coat Painting - Call Frank at
645-4113.

Pets

Beautiful Nanday Conure -
Multicolored bird w/black head. Comes
w/large cage. $350 o.b.o. Call 645-0238.

Spa Service

Spa repair, maintenance, service and
transport. Jet tub repair also. Call Dave
at Mr. Wrench Spa Repair 474-3224.

Tractor Services

Tractor work, discing, rototilling, weed cutting.
Bobcat work, drilling post holes, trees, trenching
and clean ups. Call Neal at 645-1200 or285-8211.

Tractor work, house pads, lot leveling,
driveways, trenching and concrete
work. Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-
1500.

Tractor work, lot discing, mowing and
scraping. Call Thomas at 645-6068.

Tractor discing, grading, mowing,
trenching, drilling, home irrigation sys-
tems. Call Tomas at 645-4932.

Tutoring

Tutoring - 4th through 8th Grade.
Credentialed teacher. Call 645-0370.

Utility Services

Underground utilities installed. Call 645-1500.

Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning special. Most windows $5
inside/out. Screen and track included. Prices may
vary for non-standard windows. Hard water stain
and cobweb removal available. Fully insured.
Call Nick at 285-1723. Free estimates.

SUDOKU

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
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Anne Elizabeth Helms 
November 4, 1953 – October 20, 2007

In Memoriam

“Annie” passed on Saturday morn-
ing, October 20, 2007 after a long,
hard-fought battle with cancer. Raised
in Alliance, Ohio she graduated from
Marlington High School in 1971, and
subsequently worked as an optical dis-
penser for Dr. Stein.

She moved to Fresno in 1979 and
worked for C.W. Smith Optical, later to
own and operate her own business,
“Helms Optical”' in Clovis. In 1985,
she moved to Santa Cruz and worked
with Fortier's Opticians. Returning to
Fresno/Madera in 1999, she remarried
her husband, Don, and their love affair
flourished.

She joined Kaiser Permanente as
manager of optical sales in 2000, a
position she cherished. She will always
be remembered for her infectious smile
and her insistence that, “Life is too

short to squander on sorrow, fear or
regret.” Wherever she traveled,
strangers became friends and frowns
disappeared. She loved her dogs, the
mountains, music and time spent with
friends.

She is survived by her husband,
Don, of the Madera Ranchos; her par-
ents, Bud and Maxine Jones; and sister
and brother-in-law Mary and Ron Walls
(a1l of Ohio).

At her request, there will be no
memorial. Please send any remem-
brances to the Humane Society. Thanks
to her family and all her dear friends for
their thoughts, prayers and support.
And mostly, thank God for you, Annie –
you made our lives so much brighter.

May you touch as many hearts in
Heaven as you have here on Earth.
Godspeed Annie!

To Advertise Call
645-0634

Diane Felix passed away on
Saturday, Nov. 3, 2007 at the age of 44.
Diane was a native of Fresno, a resi-
dent of Modesto for 10 years and a res-
ident of the Madera Ranchos for the
past four years.

She attended Galen College and
became a medical assistant. Most
recently Diane was working as an
assistant at the Madera Ranchos
Library.

She is survived by her father
Genaro Guerra of Madera, her mother
Martina Pena of Fresno, her daughter
Patricia Raquel Felix of Madera, her

siblings Margaret Guardado of
Modesto, Genaro Guerra, Jr. of
Concord, James Guerra of Santa Clara,
Martin Guerra of Chicago, IL, Richard
Guerra of Modesto, David Guerra of
Los Banos, numerous nieces, nephews,
grand nieces and grand nephews.

Her funeral service was held on
Saturday, Nov. 10 at Jay Chapel in
Madera.

Remembrances may be made to:
The Patricia Felix Educational Fund,
C/O Washington Mutual, 233 E.
Yosemite Avenue, Madera, CA 93638.
Acct #442-677870-4.

In Memoriam

Diane Felix
June 28, 1963

November 3, 2007



Seasons can be harsh. Especially when it
comes to your heating system. This year,
make sure they’re prepared for what’s
ahead by calling your local Bryant dealer for
a check-up. With Bryant by your side, you can
rest assured both you and your units
will survive the upcoming weather.

MAKE SURE BRYANTMAN VISITS

Whatever it takes.

BEFORE WINTER DOES
YOUR FURNACE

™

11/07
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