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By Randy Bailey

Former Golden Valley Unified
School District Trustee Steven Lewis has
proposed a solution to the ongoing budget
crisis the District is facing, that has the po-
tential to save jobs and programs at
Golden Valley schools.

At present, the solutions being con-
sidered entail laying off teachers, elimi-
nating programs and even possibly
closing school sites to satisfy a $2.9 mil-
lion budget shortfall over the next two
years. In an email sent to District trustees
and administrators, Lewis suggests that
they are possibly considering, “... ‘Just
make the necessary cuts to meet the
budget shortfall, hoping next year will
somehow bring relief.” With no budget re-
lief in sight, in another year, you will most
likely be faced with another set of cuts
that will go deeper than ever.”

What Lewis is suggesting is the fol-
lowing: “I suggest an across the board
percentage pay cut to EVERYONE for the
next two years. The percentage target
amount will be left in Jimmy's [Monreal]
hand, but I would guess between 5 percent
to 10 percent will be necessary. This
would take the place of furloughs, layoffs
and the cut of programs and site closures.
I recommend coming up with two differ-
ent percentages: One if the state budget
does pass and one if not. You will only be

EXx Trustee Offers Budget Solution

setting yourself up for a battle if you
tackle this one year at a time. | would also
recommend this percentage cut does NOT
become a debt that must be repaid ... that
will be too heavy of a financial burden for
the district. When funding increases to tar-
get levels, then the percentage pay cut can
be restored.”

Lewis goes further: “At the last board
meeting, | heard suggestions of: Eliminate
one Assist Sup. Position; close a school
site; close down our reading labs; let more
teachers go and place more students in
each class room; close before/after school
programs ... the list goes on and on. These
suggestions were not shared by the Board,
but it was certainly discussed in the audi-
ence. As the discussions goes deeper on
what to cut, you will begin to see the lob-
bying and fighting between staff members
and more importantly the community ...
all with the focus of what each stake-
holder group feels should be cut.”

At present the Board is considering
an 8 percent cut for one year, which Lewis
thinks is not effective. In a second email
Lewis said, “An 8 percent cut is only a
band-aid. The right move is to make one
cut that will remain in place year after
year until the state begins to increase the
funding to education. This plan would re-
quire a percentage cut of 15 percent across
the board from ALL employees.”

Time will tell.

Ranchos Gospel Musicians Sought

Ranchos Café owner Chuck Rovens-
tine is looking for musicians and/or singers
to help form a country gospel band.

The group will perform regularly for a
weekly non-denominational Cowboy
Church Service at
the Christian Mis-
sion Center on Av-
enue 12 in the
Madera  Ranchos.
Church services will
be one hour long and
be held on either
Sunday or Wednes-
day evenings.

Chuck and his
wife Sherry own
Central Valley Cater-
ers and the Ranchos
Café, also on Avenue
12. In 1980, Chuck
got out of the restau-
rant business and hit the road as a country
singer. For the next nine and a half years,
Chuck toured the West Coast with his band

When he’s not flipping burgers, Chuck
Rovenstine plays a mean bass and can sing like
a bird and is looking for others in the Ranchos to
do the same.

called "Charlie Red & the Gold Country
Express," (he actually had red hair then).

A featured performer at country fairs
and concert dates, "Charlie Red" and his
band recorded four albums during that
time and appeared
on several national
television shows.

If you are a mu-
sician and would be
interested in joining
this group, have a
couple of nights a
week to rehearse
and enjoy having
fun playing good
music, please phone
Chuck at 559-917-
7875 and chat. He is
looking for a lead
guitarist,  rhythm
guitarist, key-
boardist, singers and possibly a fiddle
and/or banjo. You don’t have to be a cow-
boy to participate.

County Water, Water Everywhere

Eastside Acres, located on the Madera County side of the San Joaquin River east of the City
of Firebaugh near Avenue 7, is usually a trickle. Spring rains have pushed it to the limit.

The excessive spring rains have caused
flooding and road closures throughout Madera
County. At press time on Monday, March 28, the
following roads on the Valley floor are officially
closed:

Road 10 @ Ave. 24

Ave. 9 between Road 21 & Road 22

Road 25 between Ave. 9 & Ave. 11

Ave. 10 between Road 21 & Road 24 1/2

Ave. 10 1/2 @ Road 23

Ave. 23 1/2 between Road 15 3/4 &

Road 15

Road 20 between Ave. 23 & Ave. 23 1/2

Road 10 between Ave. 24 & Ave. 25

Ave. 13 between Road 29 & Road 30

At the same time, there have also been
power outages throughout the County, most re-
cently at press time there were 55 outages affect-
ing between 500 to 4999 estimated customers and
the cause was unknown and was waiting assess-
ment by PG&E.

Finally, the amount of water being released
from Friant dam as of 8 a.m. on Monday, March
28 is clocked at 6,590 cubic feet per second and
at Highway 41 the San Joaquin River Water out-
flow is travelling at 6,700 cubic feet per second.

The Madera County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is investigating an armed robbery that
took place Sunday, Feb. 27 at the AM/PM
located off Highway 41 and Road 10 ¥ in
Rolling Hills.

According to reports, Deputies were
dispatched to the store just before 9:30 p.m.
Sunday night. Two armed men wearing
white masks demanded cash from the clerk
and before the left they reportedly stole the
ATM machine and vandalized the shop’s
video surveillance equipment. Both men fled
the store taking off in what was described as
a full sized red pick-up, heading toward Chil-
dren’s Hospital or possibly Fresno.

The first suspect is described as being
Hispanic, standing just over 6 feet tall with a

Rolling Hills AM/PM Robbed

slim build and wearing a blue button up long
sleeve shirt and blue jeans. He also sported a
lipstick tattoo on his neck.

The second suspect, also Hispanic,
stood just under 6 feet tall, wearing a white,
long-sleeved t-shirt and brown gloves.

Both men were reportedly wearing
white hockey type masks, similar to the
mask worn by “Jason” in the Friday the 13th
movie, and black beanies.

Anyone with information about this
robbery is asked to call either the Madera
County Sheriff’s Department at 559-675-
7770 or CRIME STOPPERS at 498-STOP.
Any anonymous tip to CRIME STOPPERS
that can help identify these two men could
be worth up to $1,000.

L_HS Senior Wins Madera Art Honors

Liberty High Senior Ariel Sawall’s “Through the Animal’s Eyes” won Best of Show
in the 2011 Youth Art Month show sponsored by the Madera County Art Council. Four
local high schools participated with art teachers from Liberty, Madera, Madera South and
Minarets high schools submitting approximately 140 examples of student work. Club YES
artist teachers judged entries in four categories: drawing, painting, mixed media and three-
dimensional. A second work by Sawall, titled “I See It Rising,” received a 3rd place award
in the mixed media category. All the entries in the Youth Art Month show can be enjoyed
through April 4 at the Circle Gallery at 1653 N. Schnoor, #113, Madera, from 10 a.m. to

4 p.m., Tuesday through Friday.

Click on ““Local News’ at
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Madera Ranchos Library Nominates Bill Cosner for Honorary Mayor

By Ellen Mester

Summer Reading Program
From mid-June to the end of July the Ranchos Library offers children in our community
live entertainment, reading incentives and grand prize drawings in one of the most important
FREE programs available. Yes! It’s the Summer Reading Program! This year it is entitled
One World, Many Stories. Every year the attendance has grown for our summer programs, and
every year we have asked the businesses and organizations to help fund this valuable pro-
gram because we receive no program funding from Madera County. This year we decided to
ask individuals—especially those who have enjoyed the programs in previous years—to help
us out with a donation of either time or money. At the kick-off party on June 16 we will need
volunteers to run each game station in the library for two hours or more. Then each week we
will need volunteers to help check reading logs, award prizes and manage the crowd on the
days we have performers. And of course we need funds to pay for performers and prizes. So
please contact me at 645-1214 if you can help.
Bill Cosner for Mayor
The Friends of the Ranchos Library have nominated Bill Cosner for Honorary Mayor of
the Ranchos as part of the Kiwanis fundraiser for non-profit organizations. Bill is the chair-
man for the MD-10a water district committee, a long-time resident of the Ranchos and hus-
band of our library assistant Barbara Cosner. Bill works as a sales representative for Golden
State Flow Measurements out of El Dorado Hills. Please show your support for Bill by cast-
ing dollar votes in his campaign jar at the library. Seventy-five percent of the proceeds will go
to the Friends of the Ranchos Library, who purchase all of our books on CD’s, our DVD’s and
currently our new books. The library wouldn’t survive without them.
Flatlander’s
The spaces are filling up for the Flatlander’s Craft Show on May 14. Each 12 foot by 12
foot space sells for $30 and the proceeds go to the Friends of the Ranchos Library. It’s our big
fundraiser of the year. Our policy is first come first serve, so stop by the library, fill out an ap-
plication, pay your fee and get ready for a fun day. If you want to enter a float or vehicle for
the Flatlander’s Parade, pick up an application at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce.
Scheduled Library Events
Preschool Story Time: Every Thursday morning at 11 a.m.
After School Programs: Every Wednesday at 2 p.m.
Knitting Group: Every Monday from 5 to 7 pm.
Friends of the Ranchos Library: The first Thursday of the month at 6 p.m.
Citizen’s Advisory Committee: The last Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m.
The Ranchos Library is located in the Maywood Center on Avenue 12. Call 645-1214 for
hours of operation or questions.
Book Recommendations
Adult Fiction: The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest by Steig
Larsson. In this third book of this best selling trilogy, Lisbeth Salan-

THE -

* der is seriously wounded, hospital-bound but still fixated on survival
i and revenge. Those who know her and call her friend, namely
G\R\, w“‘“ Mikael Blomkvist, are poised to reveal the government cover-up
K\c\“:_ of those in the secret branch that allowed heinous and deviant be-
\‘E"’S havior go unpunished not only by Lisbeth’s father but by those
‘\‘\-\E “0R with whom he came in contact. The continual monitoring by both
\«\EST AWOVEL" sides keeps the plot tense and fast-
SS““ paced with surprises and twists. The
S" \EG ‘-AvR main characters are complex yet be-
mu'ﬁ\“f:&“\: aznﬂlﬂﬂ“““ﬁ' . lievable and somehow endearing.
e The reader wants Lisbeth to be ex-

onerated and justice to be served on
those who have harmed her in so many hurtful ways. But
can Mikael and her other friends get the story out before they them-
selves are harmed? Read the series and find out. It’s worth it.
Juvenile Fiction: Wild Girl by Patricia Reilly Giff.
Twelve-year-old Lidie arrives from Brazil with anxiety and ex-
citement as she reunites with her older brother and her father
in Queens, New York. Known as “The Horseman,” her father
trains thoroughbred race horses while her brother is an up and

coming jockey. It has been several years since they last saw Lidie and therefore don’t realize
that she has grown up and become an excellent horse woman in her own right. They discover
her gift when they purchase a new philly named Wild Girl and watch how the girl and horse
share the uncertainties and angst of growing into the beings they were meant to be. It’s a beau-
tiful little story of discovery filled with love and hope.

Check out these books at the Ranchos Library and don’t forget your library card —don’t
leave home without it.
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Kiwanis Club
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Kiwanis International ' ’
isa global org;nlnllon

J Helplusihélp,you
fund siforsyournomprofit

~ Schedule of Events
SATURDAY, APRIL 16

MAYOR’S

“Changing the world (8
one child and one
community at a time.”

e (N CRAFT FAIR S controouy
Kiwanis A
|  has supported and . Ranchos Market 8am-1pm PlzzaleJi::turv
helped make possible: L .. Gome meet the candidates and enjoy... i it
I ) : ENTERTAINMENT FOOD, FUN, CRAFTS, Mrlf:se:tlgti;nwirw
+ High School & Middle COMMUNITY INFORMATION BOOTHS P

COUNT THE VOTES!
Bring bank receipts or cash
{no individual checks or

credit cards)
{Non-profit checks l

‘9 ) FREE KIDS GAMES AND CRAFTS
- FACE PAINTING
Lowe's lEraﬂ: Area * Ring Toss * Bean Bag Toss

(a; PHOTOS WITH THE

| School Scholarships
- Boys Scouts
» Sports Teams
+ Football Snack Bar

will be accepted)

* Ranchos Military - ) S » GASTER BUWNY - 96 SHTU\BDQV
: . MAYOR'S PHOTO 11 AM
it - ' FREE CONCERT 12-1 PM \ FLATLANDER'S
* MDA Camp ’ . SIMBA SCHOOL OF MUSIC STUDENT BAND '
Bt Y SO 8 DOMTS,
* Community clean up WILL PROVIDE COFFEE AND DONUTS FOR §1 e

Qur great mayor will represent
Ranchos and the non-profit
will be recognized for such

outstanding community spirit

and fundraising efforts

oy s W | DELICIOUS BBQ FOR LUNCH “ﬂ'
BEEF HOT DOG $2 + COMBO DOG, CHIPS, LEMONADE & CUPCAKE(S4)
POLISH DOG $3 + COMBO DO, CHIPS, LEMONADE & CUPCAKE $5}
VOTE for YOUR FAVORITE CANDIDATE

Contact Kiwanis at 559-801-7703 for more details

Join Kiwanis: call 3331913

NO POLITICAL AFFILIATION

Click on ““Local News™ at



MEANWHILE, FAR FROM HoLLY\woon,
ON THE RED INK CARPET.

Anything that happens once does not necessarily happen again,
everything that happens twice is likely to happen a third time.
- Arab Proverb
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My Mom, Faye Bailey, passed away
on March 8, 2011. | presented the follow-
ing at her Memorial Service on March 18,
2011 at Faith Community Church of the
Nazarene in Clovis, Calif.

By Randy Bailey

Several people have come up to me
recently and have expressed their condo-
lences and my family and | are grateful
for that. Usually, they follow that up with,
“Your Mom was a good woman.” That’s
what 1’d like to talk about today.

I want you to understand what kind
of a woman Faye Bailey was and under-
stand that calling her a “good woman” is
grossly inadequate. It is insufficient on so
many levels.

Someone who is nice to her neighbor
could be characterized as a *“good
woman” even though the depth of that
goodness could very well cease the mo-
ment she turned around and walked back
into her house. Someone could be viewed
as being a “good woman” if she just made
pleasant, non-offensive conversation at
the church picnic, only to curse at every
car that got in her way during the drive
home. Anymore, someone could be con-
fused with being a “good woman” by just
talking the talk but | have a question for
you: How many of them go that crucial
step further and actually “walk the walk”?

Faye Bailey walked the walk.

In my mother’s life she was guided

Walking the Walk

TheRanchos
Independent

The Ranchos Independent is published by Five and Two Publishing.

Al contents of this publication are copyright 2011, all rights reserved. Reprinting without the permission of the
copyright holder is forbidden by law.

Al articles are submitted as the opinion of the author, who remains solely responsible for the content. The in-
formation gathered for this publication is from sources that are considered to be reliable, but are not guaranteed.
Opinions expressed in advertisements or articles remain the opinion of the writer.

Randy Bailey............ Publisher/Editor

Christi McKinney -- Reporter + Jean Briner -- Columnist, Advertising Sales
Rachael Bailey -- Advertising Sales * Tina Shannon -- Advertising Sales

5 59_6 45_06 3 37167 Ave. 12, Suite 5C + Madera, CA 93636

ranchosnews@yahoo.com
www.The Ranchos.com
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SHOOTING STRAIGHT
TO THE HEART

"I, IN MY OWN
MIND, HAVE
ALWAYS
THOUGHT OF
AMERICA AS A
PLACE IN THE
DIVINE SCHEME
OF THINGS
THAT WAS SET
ASIDE AS A
PROMISED LAND.”

RONALD REAGAN

SAYING MORE IN ONE QUOTE
THAN OTHERS SAY IN A LIFETIME

by key elements that can make anyone a
great person. But for her, these elements
weren’t concepts that she slipped on like
a pair of slippers whenever it was con-
venient, or took off whenever it was dif-
ficult and didn’t quite fit her plans. These
elements went to her core and were al-
ways tempered with a simple guiding
principle: Do the right thing. Oklahoma
congressman J.C. Watts said that charac-
ter is doing the right thing, even when no
one is looking. With my Mom, even the
most unannounced, unexpected, surprise
visit would always yield the same result:
Mom doing the right thing. To do other-
wise was unfathomable to her. On more
than one occasion | would tell her the way
the world was doing something and her
simple answer was always the same:
“Well, it shouldn’t be like that.”

With this as her foundation, Mom
conducted her life with three guiding
principles: compassion; forgiveness; and
unconditional love.

Mom understood compassion. She
felt the deep sympathy and sorrow for
anyone stricken by misfortune, but what
separated her from those just “talking the
talk” was her accompanying strong desire
to alleviate that suffering. Usually that
meant opening her home to others until
they could get back on their feet, and in
the extreme it included giving someone
who had no place else to go a place where
she could live out her final days with
peace, dignity and love. To Mom, all she
was doing was giving a little of her time
and of herself to do the right thing and she
couldn’t understand why others couldn’t
easily do the same.

Mahatma Gandhi said, “The weak
can never forgive. Forgiveness is the at-
tribute of the strong.” Mom’s strength
came through her forgiveness. In the
course of her short life, unbelievable
amounts of mental and physical debris
were piled upon her delicate shoulders,
but through the power of her forgiveness
she knocked the wind out of those who
would harm her by rendering them impo-
tent. Luke 6:37 was the bedrock of Mom’s
view of the world. “Do not judge, and you
will not be judged. Do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and
you will be forgiven.” I’m here to ask you

Please see WALK on P. 21

UR PRESIDENT

M 109:8 (KJV)
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Always Listen to My Grandma,

My Grandma has always been
many things to me, the keeper of the
Hershey’s Kisses, the only woman
brave enough to let me play with crys-
tal stemware, and most importantly,
the dispenser of infinite pearls of wis-
dom. She has said many things to me
over the years, none more than "Eryn,
stop biting your nails," which regret-
tably never stuck, but the advice | re-
member most usually had to do with
driving skills and road etiquette.

My Grams always took driving
very seriously and would constantly
tell me she would not have a member
of her family driving like an idiot, an
old person, or a girl. The last of which
always concerned me because | had
been under the apparently mistaken
impression that she was in fact, a girl.
Questionable gender identity aside, as
an adult | have come to realize that her
motor vehicle advice was not only
spot-on, but timeless.

Often | think of my Grams, and
her rants from behind the wheel, espe-
cially when I am driving down the in-
terstate and suddenly some jerk in an
over-sized, clearly over-compensating
vehicle merges onto the freeway going
about ten miles an hour slower than the
rest of us. In between slamming on my
brakes and veering into the adjacent
lane, | get a flashback of my Grand-
mother gripping her steering wheel
with her jaw locked and teeth
clenched, she would always say to me,
“Eryn, when you get older and start
driving remember, when merging onto
the freeway, merge with the flow of
traffic!” The last words of which were
usually bellowed through the wind-
shield in the direction of the offender
that prompted her little tirade in the
first place.

For the longest time, | was con-
cerned that this was a rule she had just
concocted in her own head, until |
began driver's education and found out
that Grams wasn't a crazy old lady
with a serious case of road rage, on the
contrary, she was right again. Drivers
are responsible for getting onto the
freeway safely, and WITH the flow of
traffic. Go figure. Which means, al-
though I will make every effort to
merge and allow you room to do the
same, you need to hit your gas and get
your four-wheeled, gas-guzzling hunk
of metal onto the freeway without
making the rest of us hit our brakes or
swerve out of your way. | am truly
stunned by how many ignore that little

guideline all together, living in their
own little bubble where they are the
center of the universe and everyone
around them will just have to find
some way to avoid a collision even if it
means spontaneously sprouting wings.

Another of my Grandmother’s pet
peeves was the fast-lane cruiser. | was
reminded the other day of her irritation
with someone cruising in the fast lane
when | pulled up behind such a mo-
torist, cruise control clearly set at the
speed limit, just sauntering along while
a parade of cars passed by her, horns
blowing, inappropriate hand gestures
flying, car after car had to change lanes
and pass this little twit on the right.
Clearly observation was not a gift she
possessed, because she didn’t seem to
notice what had been happening. |
fought the urge to pull in front of her
and slam on my brakes as visions of
how my Grandma might have handled
this situation flooded over me, but |
figured a five-car pileup certainly
wouldn’t have improved the traffic sit-
uation she had already caused, and so |
took the high road and just went
around like everyone before me.

I didn’t blow my horn though, |
think that would have disappointed
Grams had she been riding shotgun.
Grams used to say to me, “That little
circle in the center of your steering
wheel is not just to interject a little
musical tone to break-up the monot-
ony. Don’t just give a toot, lay on that
thing when you need to get someone’s
attention, maybe they need a little jolt
to wake them up.” My father may have
physically taught me to drive, but
whenever | am behind the wheel and |
encounter a driver that clearly wasn’t
lucky enough to have a Grams like
mine, it’s her words | hear and her at-
titude I channel as I roll down my win-
dow and proceed to scream a driving
lesson at them while traveling 70
miles per hour, after all, they might
not listen to their own Grandmother,
but they were certainly going to listen
to mine.

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

~BEDROC

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849
www.bedrockeng.com

| ENGINEERING

Asolid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying * Civil Engineering ¢ Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

+ Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
« Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
* Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

« Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
* Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

Saving energy

by keeping

your home at a
steady, accurate
temperature
makes their home
a better place.

The more efficient a system, tne a5 fuel it uses, and
the better it is for the environment. York Affinity™
Furnaces have the highest ENERGY STAR® efficiency
rating of 98%. As a matter of fact, the York Affinity
Modulating Furnace is the most efficient gasfired
residential furnace on the market today. Rather than
simply switching on or off, it works like a dimmer
switch—evenly replacing the amount of heat leaving
the home and automatically adjusting itself to maintain
the desired temperature setting. Quiet, eco-friendly
Affinity systems save energy, money, and the planet.
Now that feels nice.

’
dtuckabee's
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Heasrare www.huckabeeshvac.com

mm— -

The eco-triendly
York Affinity™
Series Furnaces.

ud YORK

It's time to get comfortable”

559-662-0336

OAY YOU SAWIT INTHE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

Click on ““Local News’ at




TUNE-UP SPECIAL

Lawnmowers ¢ Edgers ¢ String Trimmers

10V OFF

Regular Tune-Up With This Coupon
Expires 4/30/11

1097 S. Granada Suite #B « Madera » 661-0355
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Say you saw itin the Ranchos Independent

)

Golden Valley Chamb

2011 Flatlander’s Day

Parade Day: Saturday, May 14, 2011 « $10 Entry Fee
Groupd Individual O Business [l

Group or Business Name

3/11

Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Phone:

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? OYes ONo
Approx. number of participants Approx. length —_ ft.

Entry Category (select ONE most closely suiting your entry):

OHorses (Single) OHorses (Group) Explain:

O Band/Music Name:

O Floats (Non-profit) Name:

O Floats (Business) Name:

O Floats (Other) Name:

O Children’s Groups Name:

O Dance Groups Name:

O Single Entry (Children) Name:

O Single Entry (Adult) Name:

O Novelty Name:

O Addtional information:

Parade begins at 10 a.m. Sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.
Parade route: Avenue 12 from Topper to Kensington

The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials
and agree to release parade officials from any and all re-

sponsibility from loss, damage, and/or injury to any person

or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Signature: Date:
Bring, fax or mail this form by May 2 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C « Madera, CA 93636 * Fax 645-4002 « Call 645-4001

Parade Sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

www.The Ranchos.com

The Stock Report
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Seniors’ Spring Festival Here April 2

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,

WOW! Great things are happening!
Come one, come all to the fantastic an-
nual local Home and Garden Festival
over at the Ranchos Hills Senior Center
on April 2. This is a great time to start the
spring with new plants, flowers and trees
for your garden and there will be excit-
ing vendors, good food and lots of smil-
ing faces too. This event starts at 6:30
a.m. Beginning with a biscuits and gravy
breakfast, the event ends at 2 p.m. after a
full day of events. The boutique, baked
goods, jams and jellies and fresh produce
will all be sold throughout the day inside
of the Senior Center. The center is a good
place to start your shopping. Outside in
the parking lot you will find our Treas-
ure House which is full of pre-owned
treasures; this is

chos. The Ranchos Kiwanis Club is
sponsoring the race this year. Every vote
will cost $1 per vote for the candidate of
your choice. There will be a sign-up
booth to sign-up your candidate at the
Home and Garden Festival. For every
dollar that is collected 75 cents will stay
with the non-profit organization and 25
cents will go to the Ranchos Kiwanis for
their projects for children. If you see me
walking around with my red mayor’s
cap, you can slip me a dollar for the Ran-
chos Hills Seniors.

The local Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce had another successful Crab
Feed. It is so important that we support
our local organizations and businesses.
The local Chamber of Commerce spon-
sors the community Flatlanders Parade.
This parade really showcases different
children organizations, adult businesses,

churches, schools

where the trees,
plants and flowers

and more. If you
want to be a part of

are located. There
will be the Master
Gardeners there to
answer your gar-
dening questions,
The Ranchos Li-
brary for books,
some Grand Jury
people to tell you
about their job and
“Sparky the Vac-
uum Cleaner Man.”

Come one, come all to the
fantastic annual local Home and
Garden Festival over at the Ran-
chos Hills Senior Center on
April 2. This is a great time to
start the spring with new plants,
flowers and trees for your gar-
den and there will be exciting
vendors, good food and lots of
smiling faces too.

the parade all you
have to do is to go
to the Chamber of
Commerce office,
pay your $10 and
fill out the form.
The parade will be
on May 14 this year.

You have prob-
ably heard about
our legislature in
Sacramento that’s

This is just the be-
ginning for there

still trying to figure
out how to balance

will be lots of vendors with their spe-
cialty items, local businesses and health
information for all ages. So come and
check us out. The Boy Scouts will be
there to carry your purchases to your car.
You can park your car over at Hurst
Hardware if you can’t find a place on the
street. There will be Bar B Que lunch
available and the local Gun Slinger ac-
tors will entertain you. Come on by and
say “Hi.” | will be around as | am the
chairman of this event, so be kind to me.
I will probably need your kind words. It
is not too late to sign up for a vendor
space. You can go to the new www.rhse-
niors.org for information or email rhse-
niors@att.net or Fax 559-645-4830. Isn’t
technology wonderful? If you want to
talk to a real person you can phone the
Senior Center at 559-645-4864.

The next exciting thing that is hap-
pening in the Ranchos is the race be-
tween the 10 non-profit organizations to
become the Honorary Mayor of the Ran-

the California budget. California’s fi-
nances have been out of control for
years and all of us are paying the price
now. If our legislature can’t agree to get
the tax extension measure on the ballot
for a special election, California will be
in an even worse shape. We are already
paying these taxes. The measure is not
asking for more taxes, just to extend the
time that we will continue paying the
same taxes we are paying now. For the
last three school years school districts
have been cutting back, cutting out and
letting people go so that the district can
balance their budget. Our school dis-
trict is already cut to the bone and if
this tax extension isn’t passed, all
school districts will have to make deep
cuts that will affect children. Children
can’t vote but their parents and their
teachers can vote. Don’t be short-
sighted and make our children pay for
the mistakes of the political adults in
Sacramento.
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Happy Easter

Before | start my article this
month | want to take the opportunity
to thank everyone for their kind ex-
pressions of sympathy for our loss
last week with the passing of my sis-
ter, Randy’s mom, Faye Bailey. The
people that came into the office, who
called and the beautiful cards I re-
ceived all meant so much. Thank you!

Jean

Since Easter is my favorite holi-
day of the year, either Christian or
secular, | couldn’t let it slide by with-
out writing about it. We celebrate
Easter Sunday because Jesus was cru-
cified for our sins (John 3:16) died on
the cross on Friday, was buried and
rose from death on Sunday (Mark
16:6). The resurrection of Jesus
Christ is one of the fundamental prin-
ciples and beliefs of Christianity. It’s
why we say, “Christ is Risen — He is
Risen Indeed!”

Egg Dying Time
In our families, Saturday before
Easter is egg dying day. Each family
with children be-

@;& bg Jean Briner

Our Easter Feast is real simple —
Baked Ham, Scalloped Potatoes,
green beans, green salad, rolls and
desserts. Oh, and deviled eggs. NOT
the ones that were up in a tree, behind
a lawn chair or stepped on a couple of
times earlier that day.

| start the eggs (I usually boil
about two or three dozen) in cold
water, and after they start boiling,
turn the fire down and cook at a light
boil for about 10 minutes. After the
10 minutes I usually test one to make
sure it is done then IMMEDIATELY
drain the hot water into the sink and
turn the cold water onto the eggs. I let
the cold water run on the eggs until
you can pick up an egg easily then
crack and peel them, leaving them
whole. | have found this method the
easiest to peel the egg without tearing
it up. I have read of other methods but
this one works best for me — if you
have a method you have used, then by
all means use it.

gins with two or

After you have

Piano Lessons
$15.00/Lesson
099-645-8947

Located in Madera Ranchos. Please call for more info.

TODAY AND PAY |

N TIAT ON FEE!"

h a 12 month agreementl

N

three dozen eggs
but don’t always
end up with that
many. There are
the one or two
eggs that crack
during the boil-
ing, and invari-
ably there are
always the ones
that  “acciden-

My favorite Easter Hymn is
Christ Arose! | get goose bumps
when the chorus is sung, “Up
from the grave he arose, with a
mighty triumph o’er His foes, He
arose a Victor from the dark do-
main, and He lives forever, with
His saints to reign. He arose! He
arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!”

peeled them and
they have cooled
enough that you
can handle them,
cut them in half
from top to bot-
tom with a sharp
paring knife, put-
ting the vyolks
into a bowl and
the whites on a

S

AUTOBODY

» Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

» Custom Paint
 Color Matching

CroReion & pomesiic + COUOR MATCHING * FRAME STRAIGHTENING » CUSTOM PAINT

Specializing In:

* Frame Straightening

* Unibody Frame
Repairs

e Chroma Vision

tally” hit the
floor.
On Easter

Have a blessed Easter.

flat surface. |
have a Tupper-
ware cake saver

Sunday when we
get home from church, there is always
egg hunts for the kids — seems like
every year there is one egg that just
can’t be found (until about July).
Eggs are a traditional symbol of new
life. According to the book Festivals
and Celebrations by Rowland Purton,
eggs were dyed in ancient times by
the Egyptians and Persians who ex-
changed them with their friends. “It
was in Mesopotamia that Christians
first gave eggs to their friends at
Easter to remind them of the resur-
rection of Jesus,” Purton wrote.

that 1 use. If you
aren’t going to finish deviling them at
this point be sure to put them in the
refrigerator.

When the eggs have been sepa-
rated, put the whites in the fridge
until you have the yolks ready. All |
do is smash the yolks with a fork until
they are kind of like corn meal. Add
enough mayonnaise or Miracle Whip
(I prefer Miracle Whip for most
things, but in these eggs, | use half
mayonnaise and half Miracle Whip)
to make them moist, but not runny. If
you aren’t used to doing this, start

Please see RECIPE on P. 9

« Insurance Work Color Matching

sz QRIS

GOLD GLASS

CHIERE-Z-LINER

Genesis?

COMPUTERIZED MEASURIHMG SWSTEM

3/11

FREE ESTIMATES

16/74-859

tnsarcance Clarns /{/e/ao/r(ea/

e =

VISA

Click on ““Local News’ at
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DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Bradley

Lic. 414178

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41 7mm'&/ Owaned
Madera Since 1976

3/11

SAND & GRAVEL e
CRUSHED ROCK

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL »

FILL DIRT «

TOP SOIL »

HUMUS e

BARK

CHIPS »

RIVER ROCK

l [] BASE ROCK e
ROCK DUST e
COBBLE STONES +
DRIVEWAY BASE »
CONSTRUCTION
CLEANUP »

TRUCKING

]
e

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

559-645-5363

CA #142100

Smith Manor Grace Chapel is offering a Direct Cre- :
mation Package for $1,799.81. Our Direct Cremation Serv- .
ice Package is designed specially for families who have chosen to

have a simple cremation. This package includes a
durable plastic urn, a cardboard cremation
container, removal from place of death to mortuary
within 50 miles, basic services of director and staff,
refrigeration, 1-hour private family viewing, one
death certificate, disposition permit and sales tax.

SMITH
NOR

GRACE CHAPEL E

Creating Meaningful Funerals
That Celebrate Life We also have many funeral plans
to choose from. To discuss payment options
on this plan or any of our other funeral plans
please contact Pre-Arrangement Specialist

Heather Thomas at

662-8825

801 E. Yosemite Avenue, Madera

or call 375-6396 for a direct line to Heather
Lic. #0G40878
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RECIPE cont. fromP. 8

with only a couple of tablespoons,
and add a little at a time until you get
the consistency you want. Add a
squirt of mustard (not too much) and
salt and pepper to taste. Last year |
added just a couple of tablespoons of
sweet pickle juice. After you have the
yolks tasting the way you want, put
them in the whites and refrigerate
until ready to serve. | use a teaspoon
to fill my whites, but a pastry bag
with a pretty tip would make them
more festive.

The Easter Ham

As far as the ham goes, | think
everyone has their favorite glaze -
and some people don’t like any — but
it is entirely whatever your family
prefers. We drain the juice from a
can of pineapple chunks into a bowl;
add enough brown sugar to make a
paste — not real thick — and a squirt
of mustard. When the ham is almost
done (about 30 minutes before it is
ready) take it out of the oven and
score the outside (not real deep) in
diamond shapes. With toothpicks
put the pineapple chunks on the ham
and spoon the juice mixture over
that. Put back in the oven until it is
done.

When it comes to the potatoes
we really cheat here! We have found
that the boxed ones are good, and a
lot less trouble. With our gang, usu-
ally between 15 and 20, we usually
use 10 to 12 boxes. Can you imagine

peeling that many potatoes? You’d
feel like you were on KP duty in the
Army. We use about four disposable
aluminum baking pans, cooking two
pans at a time.

The balance of the meal is sim-
ple, and just whatever your family
likes.

Like so many of our meals (we
have seven households coming to-
gether) there are always a lot of
desserts. My sister usually makes a
coconut cake, I make a pineapple
upside down cake (probably won’t
this year as my oven is on the fritz,
and doubt if I can get it replaced be-
fore Easter), Adam will bring a cou-
ple of his apple pies and there will
probably be a banana pudding (I can
remember my grandma always made
one for Thanksgiving dinner. But
she made real pudding, not the
boxed ones we use today).

I’'m looking forward to more
recipes from the Ranchos’, Rolling
Hills’ or Bonnadelle’s good cooks.
Or how about kids? 1’d love to do an
article on kids’ favorite foods — any-
thing from hot dogs to s’mores.

An Easter Favorite

My favorite Easter Hymn is
Christ Arose! | get goose bumps when
the chorus is sung, “Up from the
grave he arose, with a mighty triumph
o’er His foes, He arose a Victor from
the dark domain, and He lives forever,
with His saints to reign. He arose! He
arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!”

Have a blessed Easter.

Sat. April 16

Hatfield Hall & Outdoor Stage * Madera Fairgrounds
1850 W. Cleveland Ave., Madera

e BBQ Dinner - 7 p.m. ®* No Host Bar 6-7 p.m. ® Live Auction
¢ Sturgis Trip Drawing ¢ Spray Tattoos ® Music by the Yard Dogs

Tickets S35 * $40 at the Door

all proceeds will be used
to purchase medical equipment for .
Madera Community Hospital

OMCH .

Madera Community Hospital Foundation
Bl - N

-6 to 11 p.m.

<
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Kiwanis Korner

By Carla Hart

“Kiwanis International is a global or-
ganization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing the world one child and one community at
atime.”

The Ranchos Kiwanis has many exciting
fundraising events coming up in the months
ahead, namely the Ran-chos Honorary Mayor’s
Race kicking off April 2 at the Ranchos/Hills
Seniors Home & Garden show. The race is open
to all nonprofit organizations in the community
and welcomes candidates of all ages. \otes cost
$1 each and the one with the most votes wins,
so there’s no limit to how many “votes” you can
cast. Twenty-five per-cent of the proceeds go to
the Kiwanis Club and we, in turn, give those
dollars right back to the community. Seventy-
five percent of the proceeds go to the nonprof-
its. In February, $1,700 has gone out to our
youth in the community. If you are interested in
participating in the Mayor’s Race, contact Ki-
wanis President Mona Diaz at 333-1913 or
Debbie Farr at 259-3325 for all the detalls.

Yours truly is the Kiwanis nominee for
Honorary Mayor of the Ranchos so feel free to

buy lots of votes! Drop your money into my
cute little bird houses at your favorite Ranchos
establishment and remember that every dollar
you donate to the Ranchos Kiwanis goes back
to the kids in our community. \oter donation
boxes are set up at Trophies, Gifts & Awards by
Hart Photography;, Beauty Club, Crafter’s Cove,
S&K Market, Pizza Factory, and Ranchos Mar-
ket. You can also vote by check or money order
made out to Ranchos Kiwanis at PO Box 37221
Ave 12 Suite #1C-29, Madera CA 93636.
Please indicate “Vote for Carla” on the check.
Donations will also be accepted at the kickoff
on April 2 and the Mayor’s Craft Fair on April
16 at the Ranchos Market parking lot. \otes are
counted by the Kiwanis and nonprofits together
on May 5. The winner will be announced dur-
ing the Flatlander’s Day Parade.

Kiwanis’ first public service of the year
began with the E-Waste recycling event the
weekend of February 12-13. Thanks to your do-
nations, we filled two semi trailers with elec-
tronics. Thank you Frank Panian and the Ca-det
Corp; Bruce Blair and his Boy Scout troop; and
Mr. Tim Hayes and the kids of LHS Virtual En-
terprise for your hard work. The money raised
will ultimately be used for any special needs of

these organizations. \We would also like to thank
David Hill & Ethel Pronin for the use of the
Ranchos Market parking lot, Mona and Charles
Diaz of Diaz Trucking for providing the trailers
and equipment, Hal and Maryann Parks of
Pizza Facto-ry, parents and Kiwanians who
worked the event, and those who gave cash do-
nations.

Fundraising can be very serious business
but somehow we Kiwanians always manage to
have some fun in be-tween events. On February
13, General Dale Lucas hosted his 2nd Annual
Valentine’s Day party extraordinaire, arranging
for awonderful, catered dinner and providing us
with entertainment “\iva Las \egas” style. Elvis
impersonator, Jeremy Pierce, got us all shook up
after dinner when he sang all the King’s greatest
hits. He even handed out a few satin scarves to
the ladies. Thank you, Dale. It was a magical
evening. Your tremendous gene-rosity and enor-
mous heart has touched us all. A big thank you
also goes out to the Wildwood Mobile Home
park for the use of their club house.

On Feb. 14 two of our members, Virginia
Vick and Ollia Ridge both lost a loved one, Mer-
ven Vick, to a sudden illness. Our heartfelt con-
dolences go out to these two wonderful ladies

Ranchos “Mayor” is Kiwanis Brainchild, Community Fundraiser

and their families. Thank you to those members
who were able to attend the services and lend a
hand to the family in their time of need.

The Ranchos Kiwanis meets the first
Thursday of every month at 6:45 a.m. at Al-
fresco Coffee and each Thursday thereafter at
6:45 p.m. at the Ranchos Pizza Factory. If you
are interested in having fun while giving back
to the community contact President, Mona
Diaz at 333-1913.

www.ranchoskiwanis.com

Board Members:
President: Mona Diaz phone: 333-1913
Past President: John Herrera
President Elect: Charles Diaz
Vice President: Chris Parks
Secretary: Pam Glueck
Treasurer: Perry Watkins

Board of Directors:
Marie Cameron
Bev Delk
John Glueck
Carla Hart
Virginia Vick

PDog Gone Cute Store

Pet Nutrition Novelties & Necessities

Groomirg
37193 Avenue 12 #3A « Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

645-PETS

Open Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ne

a full service salon< ) &

625:8323 f %

37164 Ave. 12 #103
Madera Ranchos
(next to Alfresco Coffee)

ESTATE PLANNING ¢ FAMILY LAW
... AND MORE

JUDY’S LEGAL DOCUMENT
SERVICE

(]
SELF-HELP LEGAL DOCUMENT ASSISTANT

JUDITH L. LOCAT

LEGAL DOCUMENT ASSISTANT/ NOTARY PUBL
Madera County COA R eg. 2010001 o Exp. 840

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

559-395-4640 OFFICE * 559-908-4600 CELL
WWW.JUDYSLEGALDOCUMENTSERVICE.CO

11874 ROAD 36 '/2 * MADERA, CA ¢ 936¢
“I am nor an attorney. I can only provide
selt-help services at your specific direction.”

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-
surance (or eliminate it completely).

You can't afford to wait any longer,

so contact the professionals

today at

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

645-4730 ¢ Fresno 447-5815
Juic episseis ) 36691 Avenue 12 « Madera Ranchos
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In Memoriam

Faye Bailey

September 2, 1936 - March 8, 2011

Dorland Faye Bailey, known
as Faye to everyone, was wel-
comed by the waiting arms of Jesus
on Tuesday, March 8, 2011. She
was 74 years old.

Faye was born in Chowchilla,
Calif. on Sept. 2, 1936 to Gladys
and Orville Briner. She lived in
Chowchilla until the war years
when the family moved to San
Francisco where her dad worked as
a welder in the shipyards. After the
war, she moved with her family
back to Chowchilla and lived on
the family’s farm until 1946 when
they moved to the family’s home at
Third and Alameda. Faye attended
local schools and graduated from
Chowchilla High in 1954.

In 1955 she married James C.
“Jim” Bailey and over the next 10
years had five sons: Randy, Barry,
Craig, Steve and Adam. In 1964
Faye, Jim and her boys moved to
Montclair, Calif. where she was
primarily a mom and homemaker.
In the 1970s she began working for
the San Bernardino County court
system and retired over 21 years
later as Courtroom Clerk Supervi-

'__-_ -

-

Regular Sunday Service Times:‘._ "!

9 & 10:30am at Flipside’s new location at 37193 Ave. 12 (behind the Ranchos Café)

For more informalion on church aclivities visit our websile al www.acls | 76.com or E-mail info@acks | 76.com

sor. She also continued her educa-
tion and received her Associate De-
gree from Chaffey Community
College in 1981. After her retire-
ment, Faye returned to the Central
Valley and moved to Clovis, Calif.
in 1998. Faye divorced in 1978 and
never remarried.

Faye loved reading, music and
doing puzzles, ranging from cross-
words to the daily Sudoku and
Jumble. She loved Faith Commu-
nity Church of the Nazarene in
Clovis, Calif., but more than any-
thing she loved her boys, her
grandkids and her sisters and
brothers.

Faye was preceded in death by
her mother and father, and by her
brother, Lloyd Briner. She is sur-
vived by her sisters Maxine Briner
of Fresno, Calif.; Jean Briner of
Clovis; and brother George Briner
and his wife Jorene of Fresno. She
is also survived by her son Randy
Bailey and his wife Vicki of the
Madera Ranchos, Calif. and their
three daughters Rachael, Lauren
and Carolyn; son Barry Bailey and
his wife Brenda of Los Lunas,

Page 11

N.M. and their daughter Eryn; son
Craig Bailey and his wife Lucy of
Fontana, Calif. and their children
Brooke and Brandon; son Steve
Bailey and his wife Lisa of Clovis
and their children Savanna and
Austin; and son Adam Bailey and
his wife Lori of the Madera Ran-
chos and his children Jessica and
Joshua. She is also survived by her
aunt Alma Moore and cousin Patty
Aurelio of Hesperia, Calif., cousin
Mike Moore of Southern Califor-
nia and many nieces and nephews
as well as great-nieces and
nephews.

A public visitation was held at
Palm Memorial Worden Chapel in
Chowchilla, Calif., on Thursday,
March 17, followed by a graveside
service at Chowchilla Cemetery on
Friday, March 18. A memorial serv-
ice and reception was held at Faith
Community Church of the Nazarene
in Clovis, Calif. later that same day.

Any remembrances should be
sent to the Faye Bailey Foundation
c/o The Ranchos Independent,
37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera, CA
93636.
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It Takes a Team

What’s wrong with this picture? You
walk into a fast-food restaurant and join a
long line of people waiting to order while
the manager runs from the counter, to the
grill, to wipe tables and take drive-through
orders. You're thinking, “This place isn’t
managed well.” And yet in many families,
the same thing is happening. The person
who manages the affairs of the household
(often times the mom), is trying to do it all.
Newsflash — no one can do it all!

It takes a team. If you’re raising a fam-
ily here in the Ranchos, chances are your
kids participate on one or more teams —
sports, music, drama, academic, dance,
cheer, etc. As responsible parents we make
sure they practice, show up on time, come
prepared with uniforms and equipment, obey
their coaches and give their all for the suc-
cess of the team. But somehow, when we ar-
rive at home and the sports gear is tossed on
the floor, the dirty uniform is left in the bath-
room and dinner is expected on the table, the
idea of teamwork is often left on the field.

If you think your kids are too busy to
contribute at home, they’re probably too
busy. As parents we need to be working our-
selves out of a job. We start with little, help-
less babies and the goal is to equip them to
someday walk out the door as capable, re-
sponsible young men and women. Not only
should we desire their success in future oc-
cupations, we should be training them for
success in their own homes and families.
Modeling and expecting family teamwork
will go a long way to promote success in
every area of your child’s life.

There are many facets to family team-
work besides chores, but let’s tackle that one
first. One of the tools | use in my Family
Manager® coaching is called “Who’s Re-
sponsible for What?” (You can request a
copy by emailing me at info@organizedby-
choice.com) It breaks down the many duties
that keep a household running into depart-
ments like Time & Scheduling, Home &
Property, Food, Family & Friends, Finances,
and Special Events. The list effectively
demonstrates that there are more responsi-
bilities than one person can possibly handle
effectively and provides a starting point for

distributing duties among the team mem-
bers. Recognizing that everyone is needed
to keep a household running smoothly is
the first step toward building teamwork.

If you have a partner, sit down together
and determine how the adult duties will be
shared. When my husband and 1 first mar-
ried we were both working fulltime and liv-
ing in an apartment. We came from very
traditional families and while there wasn’t
the traditional yard care role for him to play,
there was more than plenty cooking, clean-
ing, and laundry for me to do. It wasn’t long
before we had a “discussion” and adjusted
our roles to correspond to the amount of
time we each had to contribute.

Once that is established, move on to
determine age-appropriate chores for your
children. If you need some help, there are
lots of resources on the internet; just search
“age appropriate chores.” Even little ones
can begin putting away their clean clothes
and older ones can help with laundry, gen-
eral cleaning, meal preparation and clean
up. Create a chore chart
(www.mykimbo.com, www.chorecharts
.com) so that everyone can clearly see
what’s expected of them.

If assigned chores is a new step for
your family, or even if you’re just boosting
your expectations, sit down together and
take time to talk about how your family is
a team. Engage them in sharing about how
other teams they’re involved in work, and
help them see how vital each person is on
the family team. Don’t expect overwhelm-
ing enthusiasm, but do expect them to feel
valued as they realize their important role.
Make sure they view chores as a necessary
part of a successful home and family rather
than a punishment.

Just like the french fry guy needs to know
how to dip the fries, your kids need training
for each of the chores you expect them to do.
Demonstrate and then check their work. En-
courage them and show them that you value
their participation on the family team.

Finally, be consistent. As the Family
Manager it’s your job to make sure each
one is doing his or her part. Follow through
with the rewards and/or consequences you
establish. Yes, I’m a parent and | know how
hard that is, but it is so essential.

Success in this area is a mixed bless-
ing. When your kids grow up and move out,
you suddenly have a lot more jobs to do
around the house. I sure do miss my kids!

You can contact Brenda McElroy to
have questions answered at Organized by
Choice (because things don’t always fall
into place) at P.O. Box 26152, Fresno, CA
93729, email her at info@organizedby-
choice.com, visit her website www.orga-
nizedbychoice.com or she can be reached
by phone at 559-871-3314.

BEST 833'.’]]@33 SVEDKA VODKA 750 ML .....vvvernnnn
e m (Y2 [[[o) N| BACARDILIGHT & DARK 750 ML

CAPTAIN MORGAN 750 ML +...vvoorevereeere
BESTAPRICES

n) 3 LITER BOXWINE (@S oW as) ......cccocovevevrvrcnne
P b | CLOS DU BOIS CHARDONNAY ......coovvviiiiene

CLOS DU BOIS MERLOT, CAB SAV ... $11.99

TmWN @ BUD & COORS 18-PAK (cans or bottles) ... $10.99
CORONA 12-PAK $1299

G@UNTRY KEYSTONE LT 30-PAK w.oooovvns $1299
ALL 12-PAK SODAS $449
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This Easter, Why Not
Celebrate Jesus at the
Christigh Mission Center?

He’s Still Alive and
He Gtill Brings New Life
and New Hope Today.

“Come and You Will See”
Sundays 10:30 a.f.
MuSsiC, [Vessage, Prayer ahd Praise

Christian Mission Center
36875 Avenue 12 (at LLoren Way) ¢ (559) 32¢-1144
Www.CmCrahCchos.com « Www.myspace.Com/CVimyouthgroup
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Business Profile

By Christi McKinney

Long time Madera Ranchos residents
Kurt and Kelly Santoro are the proud own-
ers of one of our community’s newest
businesses, Ranchos Fitness Unlimited.
The full service gym located in the May-
wood Shopping Center opened for busi-
ness on January 1.

Kelly was motivated to change her life
three years ago when she lost 75 pounds and
has kept it off. Since then she has dedicated
her life to helping other people get in shape.
She started a running club about one year
ago and she now has 14 people running with
her. The group just completed their first
marathon in November running 13.1 miles
during the “Two Cities Half Marathon.”
They are currently training for another
marathon coming up in May.

Ranchos Fitness Unlimited offers a
wide variety of fitness classes as well as free
weights, circuit training, cardio training and
one-on-one personal training. Fitness
classes include Yoga, Pilates, Spinning and
even Boot Camp, a 55 minute head-to-toe
workout offered five times a week. The
most popular class by far has been Zumba.
Kelly describes the Zumba class as, “A
salsa, cardio fitness class led by an instruc-
tor to Latin music. The Jazzercise of the
decade! There was standing room only at

Whipping the Ranchos into Shape

the initial class so it’s now offered four
times a week.” A six-week “Fit Kids” pro-
gram is offered on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings for children ages 7-13. Future
plans are in the works to add MMF Boxing
classes.

The Santoro’s decided to open their
new business after learning the only other
gym in the Ranchos was closing. They have
three children in the Golden Valley School
District who are all involved in sports. They
saw a need for their family as well as a place
for students to go and work out.

Individual and Family memberships are
available on either a monthly or annual basis.
Student discounts are offered to anyone in
the Golden Valley School district. Kelly
promises, “We may be a small gym, but you
are definitely going to get BIG results!”

Ranchos Fitness Unlimited is located at
37167 Ave 12 Ste 4A, Madera Ranchos.
Their phone number is 559-479-8282. They
are open seven days a week and their hours
of operation are Monday through Friday
from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday from 6 a.m.
to 8 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 8 p.m.
Class Schedules are located on the Ranchos
Fitness Unlimited Facebook page.

The Madera Ranchos Chamber of
Commerce will be having a Ribbon Cutting
ceremony Ranchos Fitness Unlimited on
Saturday, April 30 at 11 a.m.

WE ALSO DO:

Just off avenue 12

Brakes * Tune-ups * Diagnostic
Oil changes ¢ Service work
AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

RANCHOS AUTO REPAIR
12090 37 1/2 « MADERA RANCHOS__

645-4475 &K

FULL SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE

'\WEATHER
1S HERE!

FREE

| HEATING/COOLING |
' INSPECTION |

call for appt.  exp. 4/30/11..

follow us on ——

WS#

Facebook

www.The Ranchos.com
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“Giving Month Challenge” in April

April is the “Giving Month Chal-
lenge” at Wight Water Pools at 37167
Avenue 12 #5D in the Madera Ranchos.
The Giving Month Challenge is where
they dedicate a month to help out our
local charities, churches and organiza-
tions, understanding that just as small
businesses are suffering in this tough
economy, so have the non-profit organi-
zations. Wight Water Pools is putting on
this charity event to help out others in
need and are searching for charities that
would like to participate in this event in
April. They are also asking other busi-
nesses to sponsor as well, asking that if
you know of any, or if you would like to
participate, either through contributions
or donations, please contact Debbie at
395-2523.

In the month of April, Wight Water
Pools will be sponsoring their top four
chosen charities/organizations each week
and will donate 10 percent of all pro-
ceeds to the organization that week. On
Saturday, April 30, between 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., Wight Water Pools will be ending
its event with a BBQ that Leisure Supply
will be hosting, music, a bounce house
and other fun festivities. This event will
be held at Wight Water Pool’s Maywood
Center location in their parking lot. The
event is FREE and is open to the public.
To give thanks to ALL of the chari-
ties/organizations that will be participat-

&

COME WORSHIP AND CELEBRATE THE RESURRECTIO
OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR

*JESUS CHRIST
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE

FRIDAY, APRIL 22 AT 6:30 P.M.

7zhﬁkf7;w’ﬂafﬁz@mwmmi'?-Nu
and the Crinival & p&dtlé - a2k Sy 1

EASTER SERVICE '

SUNDAY, APRIL 24 AT 10 A.M.

Christ ie Flioen!” ‘ {

chiltd care ie avaitable fwhﬂ services
Calyar

37275 AVENUE 12 (BEHIND $&K MARKET) IN THE MADERA RANCHOS * 5 59_-68-0

ing in the event, there will be a silent
auction and 100 percent of all the pro-
ceeds will be disbursed to all of the char-
ities/organizations.

For more information on the Giving
Month Challenge, contact Debbie at
Wight Water Pools at 559-395-2523 or
you can email her at info@wightwater-
pools.com.

Carlin-Guthrie

Mary Noelle Carlin, a graduate of
Mississippi State University, is to be
married to Vincent Guthrie, a graduate
of Fresno State University. Ms. Carlin,
the daughter of Douglas and Diane Car-
lin, is an Office Depot employee in Clo-
vis, Calif. Mr. Guthrie, son to Roger and
Joy Guthrie, is the manager of Valley
Propane in Madera, Calif.

he

Say you saw itin the Ranchos Independent
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By the Community ..

.4 The South East Madera County United organization, or

What Is SEMCU and SEMCU, is a nonprofit, mutual benefit organization
* , dedicated to representing the interests of the residents,

What does It do 4 property owners and businesses in the SEMCU Area. In
representing local interests, SEMCU studies issues facing its

members, such as access to water, transportation, schools and energy, and works with local governments and private
entities to find working solutions to regional problems. Additionally, SEMCU strives to advocate for its members

wherever and whenever the opportunity arises and to obtain grant funding to help address area needs.

Wh h Id ¢ __ o SEMCU, If you are a resident, landowner or business
° s ou lcln ¢ owner in the SEMCU Area, you share
common interests with SEMCU. Becoming a

member of SEMCU will allow you to be a part of a collaborative group of individuals working for the benefit of the
SEMCU Area and will give you the opportunity to have a say in how issues facing our area are handled.

. 4
Who Is on SEMCUIS Your neighbors. Tom Hurst, Tim Jones, Nancy Koontz,
B d Brock Moore, Jim Powell, Bill Prince, Ethel Pronin, Seth

Of Di'g‘torS? Thomas and Igal Treibatch.

7 ol |

P e | GHWAY. 145, SENGED T v ! South-East Madera County United (SEMCU)
e AT R a9 74 | -‘;'@_“?: Organizational Flowchart

‘Madera C

Members

The members vote for 6 “At Large”
Directors and adopt Bylaws.

g - L ¥ i‘i‘ - -%Q" i a_ \.ﬁf{})/ 7./.‘ ~ ) s 3 Board of Directors . ;[:ldedr:;IR:nthus
L o e . N 517 B i | . Bonadelle
mﬂﬁlﬁ' __!‘ = gl - &H‘\:‘Cf{ __,w_‘-__ \"-\ - L e / et ¥ ':.:}. Up to 17 Members Total 3. Bonadelle North
E‘ . k‘@i—“ \% = = ; | (6 At Large + 10 Ex Officio + Current President) . Bonadelle South
== R | \‘?L o /1} ' ul - 5. Rolling Hills
_W ¥ | =N - o = A 15 | 4 . Kiwanis
miMID I N il 1?‘\3 # s / -1 i S org ficers. . Golden Valley Chamber of

s remgl= |

is

ds of the Library
ater District

(Other entities may apply)

Officers

What is the SEMCU Area? The South East Madera County United, or “SEMCU,*
Area covers the area of Madera County bounded on the north by Highway 145, on The Officees 10 the deyeto-dey operstions
the south by the San Joaquin River, on the east by Highway 41, and on the west b ofthe aresnization.

the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway and by Avenue 32 1/2 north of |
intersection with the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway.

President, Secretary, and Treasurer

Click on ““Local News’” at



For the Community

Got water problems?
Got traffic problems?
Got a Community Center?
Got a park?

Get involved with SEMCU.

for more info call 559-363-9095
or email info@semcu.com

to obtain copies of SEMCU’s meecting agendas and minutes visit www.semcu.com

the next monthly SEMCU meeting
is scheduled for Monday, April 18
at 6:30 p.m. at

the Ranchos Pizza Factory
37184 Avenue 12 in the Madera Ranchos
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State of the State’s Budget: Its Impact on Golden Valley Schools, Part 11

Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Sarah Koligian.

By Sarah Koligian

On March 24, 2011, Governor Brown
signed the budget bills passed by the Leg-
islature the previous week for a total of
$11.2 billion in budget solutions. This
means the education budget and trailer bills
are now law. However, the budget remains
$12.6 billion out of balance.

While the negotiations are continuing
for placing tax extensions on a June special
election ballot, Governor Brown indicated

that there is “still a week or two" before a
late June ballot date is lost. The parties ap-
pear to be negotiating in good faith but still
are apart on the major issues of redevelop-
ment, regulation reform/repeal, public em-
ployee pension changes and tax extensions.

Many school district superintendents
have asked what happens if the Legislature
does not act to put taxes on the ballot for
June 2011. Some people speculate that we
may be facing an all cuts budget and pos-
sibly a later, November 2011, special elec-
tion with revenue initiatives.

Regardless of what happens in the
next few months, school districts are faced
with statutory timelines to take certain ac-
tions to balance their budgets for the cur-
rent year and the next two fiscal years. The
first deadline has come and gone. March
15th is the statutory deadline to notify
teachers and certificated administrators of
possible reductions in particular kinds of
services due to budget reductions. These
notices are also known as “pink slips” or
layoff notices. The deadline for finalizing
a teacher layoff is May 15th. Between now
and then the hope is that the district may
find other ways to close the funding gap
without losing critical staff.

Another statutory deadline is for notic-
ing classified staff of potential layoffs. The
date set by Education Code is 45 days be-

fore the end of the school year, which
places the notification window no later
than April 30th. Unfortunately, the state
will most likely not have an answer for
school districts by this time, even though
school districts must adopt a balanced
budget with a minimum 3% reserve no
later than June 30th.

The impact of the state’s indecision on
how to close the remaining $12.6 billion
dollar gap leaves districts in a position for
planning for the worse case scenario. What
is Golden Valley’s worse case scenario for
2011-12? Faced with approximately $360
less per student if the tax extensions do not
pass will incur a deficit of approximately
$450,000 on the district. This is approxi-
mately a 3% reduction in our overall $14
million dollar budget. Closing this gap will
be painful, but possible, through continued
analysis of maximizing efficiencies in op-
erations and through the ongoing collabo-
ration with our employees.

The more devastating outlook if the
tax initiatives do not pass is the 2012-13
school year. Public education will be faced
with exponential budget deficits. The im-
pact on Golden Valley could be another $2
million loss in revenue or another 15% re-
duction. District and school operations, the
length of the school year, class sizes, extra-
curricular activities, elective offerings

could all be in jeopardy in this scenario.

What can we do as citizens of this
state? We need to continue to lobby our
local and state legislators to implore them
to not reduce education funding further and
to eventually start to restore the $14 billion
to education that has already been reduced
over the past three years. We need to in-
form and educate our neighbors and friends
regarding the impact on our schools if the
tax extensions do not pass in June and en-
courage them to go to the polls in June.

Our students deserve no less than the
best. Our goal is to continue to provide the
highest quality education within the limi-
tations that are placed upon us. We thank
our community for their ongoing support
of helping Golden Valley “grow a district
of excellence”.

Our local legislators may be contacted
as follows:

Assemblymember Linda Halderman
District 29
assemblymember.halderman@assem-
bly. ca.gov
(916) 319-2129.

Senator Tom Berryhill
District 14:
senator.berryhill@senate.ca.gov
(916) 651-4014.

Golden Valley Employee STAR Potential Recognized at Annual Event

Golden Valley Unified School District in partnership with the Foundation for Golden Val-
ley Schools held its Fourth Employee Recognition Event on March 21 at Liberty High School.
We recognized 38 employees who were nominated for the Star Employee Awards and awarded
14 grants submitted by teachers for a grand total of over $20,000. These grants alone will touch
over 1,100 of our students in the classroom. Over the past five years, the Foundation has awarded
close to $100,000 in teacher grants. e are very grateful for the ongoing generosity of the Foun-
dation and for providing numerous expanded learning opportunities for our students.

The 2011 Grants were funded 100 percent thanks to the Foundation and the generous con-
tributions of a few business partners who helped make it possible to fully fund each grant. The

Grant Awardees were:

Melissa MacPherson, Document Camera, $585.
Georgina Raymond, Document Camera, $585.
Kristi Forshee, Document Camera and Projector, $1,050.
Dennis Ready, Document Camera and Projector, $1,200.
Chelan Shepherd, Document Camera and Projector, $1,245.
Chris Simon, Document Camera and Projector, $1,050.
Crissy McElhaney, Computer Lab Headphones, $139.65

Fidi Cuevas, Student Response Systems, $2,015.

Nola Neely & Wendy McCully, Smartboards, $3,512.

Kandace Osborn & Laura Mayer, Smartboards and Short Throw Projectors, $7,816.73
Jason Napier, A/V Recording Studio, $2,500.

Emily Muccianti, Reading Lab Comprehension Games, $862.39

Nicole Ullrich, Cow Eye Dissection, $593.01

Leslie Wood, Athletic Pitching Machine, $1,500.

Congratulations to our five 2011 STAR Employees who will be honored at the Foun-

dation Stars event on September 10, 2011:

Nicola Lambert, Paraprofessional, Liberty High School

ployee Award.

— STAR Instructional Em-

Gail Allen, District Technology Technician — STAR Operational Employee Award.
Frank Panian, Math Department, Liberty High School — STAR Secondary Teacher Award.
Chelan Shepherd, Second Grade Teacher, Sierra View Elementary — STAR Ele-

mentary Teacher Award.

Felipe Piedra, Principal, Webster/Sierra View Elementary — STAR Administrator

Award.

Click on ““Local News™ at



LHS 9th Annual Golf Tournament

Liberty High School will be hosting
its 9th Annual Liberty High School Golf
Tournament on Saturday April 9 at Madera
Municipal Golf Course. You can partici-
pate in two ways:

A. Become a sponsor (sponsorships due
by April 1, 2011):
1. Hole Sponsorship-$100
a. Sign on tee-box of a hole with
company/sponsor’s name; b. Listing in
Liberty High School’s 2011-2012 Year-
book; c. One season pass to all Liberty
High Athletic Events (2011-2012)
2. Prize Hole Sponsorship-$175
a. Sign on appropriate hole with
company/sponsor’s name; b. Listing in
Liberty High School’s 2011-2012 Year-
book; c. One season pass to all Liberty
High Athletic Events (2011-2012)
3. Tournament Sponsorship-$325
a. Sign at check-in with com-
pany/sponsor’s name; b. Acknowledge-
ment at post-tournament dinner; c. Listing
in Liberty High School’s 2011-2012 Year-
book; d. One season pass to all Liberty
High Athletic Events (2011-2012); e. One
player registered for 9th Annual Golf
Tournament
4. Title Sponsorship-$500
a. Title Sponsor on tournament

brochure; b. Sign at check-in with com-
pany/sponsor’s name; c. Acknowledge-
ment at post-tournament dinner; d. Listing
in Liberty High School’s 2011-2012 Year-
book; e. Two season passes to all Liberty
High Athletic Events (2011-2012); f. Two
players registered for 9th Annual Golf
Tournament.

B. Play in the Tournament:

$100 Per Person Fee Includes: Cart
and Green Fees, Two Raffle Entries, Two
Drink Tickets, Tee Prizes and Dinner. Get
your teams in early, the Tournament is
open to the first 100 players. Tournament
will start at 1 p.m. with a Shotgun Start,
please mail or fax entries by April 1, 2011.

We appreciate your continued support
and look forward to seeing you at our
games. If you have any questions regard-
ing sponsorships, please feel free to con-
tact Mike Mazzoni at 645-3500.

Please make checks payable to:

Foundation for Golden Valley
Schools.

Mail check:

Liberty High School

C/O Suzie Dunn

12220 Road 36

Madera, CA 93636
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Sierra View Starts Great School Year

Sierra View Elementary School has had a
very busy and exciting first half of the school
year. Intermediate grades have continued the
electives program that includes music, art,
puppetry and physical science. Students par-
ticipated in Grandparents Day, Kindergarten

Circus, Donuts with Dad, Sixth Grade Science
Camp at Calvin Crest, Character Counts Ral-
lies, Spelling Bee and our annual Winter Pro-
gram. We have also seen some great
accomplishments from specific groups and
individuals at Sierra View so far this year.

Middle School Takes Pentathalon

Ranchos Middle School had a stellar per-
formance at Saturday’s Academic Pentathlon
event. The 7th and 8th grade teams both won
1st place in the Super Quiz event and the 7th
grade team won Overall Sweepstakes among
all the teams that competed. This is their third
year defending the Sweepstakes title. Addi-
tionally, students won seven individual medals

in the various categories. Thank you to the Pen- |

tathlon coaches and congratulations to the out-
standing middle school students. Go Mustangs!
Seventh Grade Award Winners:
Literature: Meg Mercer, Gold
Grace Hall, Silver
Speech: Adriana Hayes, Silver

Eighth Grade Award Winners:
Literature: Steven Rico, Gold
Math: Augustin Mata, Bronze
Speech: Rachel Black, Bronze
Sydney Horanick, Bronze

Madera County
Academic Pentathlon

Front row from left to right; Claire Co-
pher, Grace Hall, Samantha Smith and Cas-
sandra Garibay. Standing; Nicole Ullrich,
Sarah Koligian, Dalton Hill, Michael Sas-
sano, Joan Forester, Kevin Feramisco, Emily
Muccianti, Bethany Samarian and Shellie
Roth is hidden.

Algebra 1

SAT

English
Calculus
Pre-Algebra

Math Crazy owner and tutor Tom Filer, right, helps a
student understand high school geometry.

CHSEE

Math Crazy cah help.

N\&" /f/

\f ';

Algebra 11 :

Geometry

You've tried the flash Cards, you've tried the study sessions, |
you've tried the phoniCs programs, but your Child is still behind. 1

Call TODAY

Your child is unhique and at Math Crazy we treat him 1 -FOY' YO u r

or her as such. Qur evaluations go far beyond State Stan-
dards. We also evaluate your child's learhing style to de-
termine the method by which he or she absorbs the l
maximum amount of information in the minimum amount |
Of time. Finally, we compile all Of this 1
information to Create a customized !
learmng planh specifically for youm
child. We |look behind the numbers'
€0 tell You wWhat the state tests don't.

 EVALUATION :

559'325'6789 '

“l c ZY ¢ 37167 AVve. 12 #4]), Madera ® 559-325-6789

www. The Ranchos.com
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Senior Report

Spotlighting Women’s History Month

By \erlaine Elinburg

Can you help me?

My name is Daylinn McFerrin. I’'m a senior at Liberty High and |
need your help.

It is my dream to cheer in college. The University of Hawaii con-
ducts an annual training camp called CheerHawaii USA from June 29
through July 6. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity since it is the only
cheer camp that prepares you for college cheerleading. College cheer
coaches will be there helping and giving advice. Since college cheer is so
much different than any other cheer, it would be such an advantage and
honor to get the chance to go.

My coach had to send in an application/nomination and the Cheer-
Hawaii USA staff had to evaluate it and make sure | was a good appli-
cant with the ability, good grades and school involvement. It’s a great
program, but it’s expensive. I’ve saved up almost enough money to go but

Nancy also enjoys her connection with the Beta
Sigma chapters, national smooth dancers, serv-

Born in San Rafael, Calif. in Marin County  ing on the Madera Arts Council, and most re-
and named Nancy-Ann after both her grand-  cently as one of the founders of the Central
mothers, Nancy-Ann Palazzo isthe current Ran- ~ Valley Mission Church which commenced in
chos/Hills Vice President. Her parents Celiaand ~ 2005. She enjoys creating craft projects and her
Linus McFarland are from California and she  passion is collecting all types of buttons. Nancy

has two older brothers who reside at present in
New Hampshire.

Upon graduation from San Rafael High
School she began work in a bank, married and
had two sons and continued her work in the
banking business. She then became a single par-
ent and eventually remarried and had two addi-
tional sons. In 1962 she settled with her family
in Fresno and was widowed in 1967.

Having four kids to raise, Nancy chose to
change her career and returned to school. She
graduated as a Respiratory Therapist specializ-
ing in breathing disorders and blood-oxygen lev-
els. She became nationally registered with the
American Association of Respiratory Therapy
and held the position as Respiratory Supervisor
at St. Agnes Medical Center from 1971 through
1979. She then became the Department Chief at
the Veterans Administration Center where she
did research and trained others to perform pul-
monary care, both routine and critical. Nancy-
Ann also established procedures on the process
of care to be given to patients. She sat on the
Respiratory Boards for Fresno City and San
Joaquin College. After 13 years with the \eter-
ans Hospital she furthered her career and joined
the staff at Kaiser Permanente as a consultant
and Pulmonary Function Technologist and
helped plan the Respiratory Care Department
for the new hospital.

Nancy held this position for six years and
officially retired to enjoy life and her family, and
Nancy has a large family to enjoy. In 1989 she
married Antonio Palazzo who had four adult
married daughters. Combined with Nancy’s four
adult married sons the combined family has
eight children and their spouses, 21 grandchil-
dren and nine great grandchildren. This is just
family members —add friends and what a party
it would be for anniversaries, birthdays and the
holidays.

Nancy still remains connected with her ca-
reer. She has volunteered for the American Lung
Association of Central California for the last 20
years and has performed as an instructor for
Smoking Cessation Classes. In 1993 she joined
the ALACC that revises guidelines for labora-
tories performing microbiological and chemical
testing. Nancy has chaired various events,
served on committees and has held leadership
positions. She represented the ALACC on the
State Board of the Lung Association of Califor-
nia for two years and also served as president for
the California Society of Respiratory Care.

lives in Rolling Hills and joined the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center a couple of years ago
and is serving at present as the Ranchos/Hills
Senior Board Vice Present. She is very involved
with the activities and since she loves crafts she
has joined forces with our boutique group.

This is a very active and exciting time for
the Ranchos/Hills Seniors. Like little bees that
come to life after the cold and dreary days of
winter, the Seniors are in full swing preparing
for the Home and Garden Festival Saturday,
Avpril 2; the Bike Ride Event on April 16; and
the campaign for the Honorary Mayor of the
Madera Ranchos with Audrey Stock as the can-
didate for the Ranchos/Hill Seniors. “Vote for
Audrey.

The Department of health comes periodi-
cally to the center for free check-ups. The
screenings include: Personal health history re-
view, blood pressure and blood sugar test; nu-
trition and health education and low cost blood
test is available; the health screenings are for 50
and above. For referrals to medical providers
and community services the contact number is
675-7893 to make an appointment.

A nutritionally balanced lunch program is
available Monday through Friday at 11:30 a.m.
with a suggested price for 60 years and older of
$1.75. Reservations are needed a day in advance
so remember to call Joann at 645-4864. \We have
agrowing exercise program being held on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays at 10 am. The
participants are getting more than just exercise
by attending. They have fun, share laughs and
meet new friends. There is room for you, and
you may attend all three days or just one or two
of them. Check your calendar for daily events
for each day of the week. If you do not have a
copy, stop by the Senior Center for a copy, ad-
ditional copies are available at the Ranchos Mar-
ket, Hurst Hardware and the Golden valley
Chamber of Commerce.

April Activities

April 2 - Home and Garden Festival

April 5 - Board Meeting 6 p.m. Member-
ship is invited. 1st Monday of the Month.

April 11 - General Meeting, 2nd Monday
of the month. 7 p.m.

April 16 - Bike Ride event

April 18 - Planning Meeting 12:30 p.m.

April 23 - Birthdays and Anniversaries —
Black Bear Restaurant 1209 E. Almond,
Madera 11:30 a.m. 559-675-1332.

I’'m in need of donations/sponsors to put me over the top.

Any help would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Please send any contributions care of
California Solar, 17924 Road 38, Madera, CA 93636
or call (559) 297-6527 for more information

—-
=
Road 37

Cloverleaf

Avenue 12

Golden Valle

Sunday School "9 am.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday 7 p.m. YOUTH 13-18

Jesus is alive and well at

come meet new friends!

www.GoldenValleyChurch.com
12414 Road 37 - Madera Ranchos - 559-645-1700

y Baptist Church

Golden Va//ey Baptist
Pastor David Jones

Click on ““Local News™ at
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. _Sago Rey
Paln Plantationl

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of

Shade & Fruit trees.
call Tom and Maria at

5599-268-66560

3535 S. Temperance * Fresno » www.sagorey.com
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The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal
15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93636 559-645-0722

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna
Service Schedule
Sunday 10 a.m.

Midweek Service Thursday 7 p.m.
Children's Ministry & Youth Group

NOTIFICACION PUBLICA

LA COMISION DE TRANSPORTE DEL CONDADO
DE MADERA DA AVISO DE AUDIENCIA

La Comision de Transporte del Condado
de Madera (MCTC, por sus siglas en inglés)
celebrara una Audiencia Publica para tomar
testimonio en cuanto a las necesidades de trans-
porte dentro del Condado de Madera. La audi-
encia tomara lugar el miércoles, 20 de abril,
2011 a las 3:00 p.m., en las oficinas de la
Comision de Transporte del Condado de
Madera, en el 2001 Howard Road, Sala 201,
Madera, CA 93637.

First Transit proporcionara transporte
publico gratis a las oficinas de la Comisién de
Transporte del Condado de Madera. Llame a
Doug Thompson al 559-661-7435 antes de las
5:00 p.m. del 12 de abril, 2011, para reservar su
espacio. Un intérprete del idioma espafiol es-
tard disponible durante la audiencia pablica
para aquellos que deseen atestiguar ante la
Comision en espafiol. Si usted desearia ates-
tiguar en un idioma que no sea ni inglés ni es-
pafiol, o si requiere otros arreglos especiales
para poder atestiguar, haga el favor de ponerse
en contacto con la Comision antes del 12 de
abril, 2011.

Bajo el Acta del Desarrollo de Trans-
portacion de California (TDA, por sus siglas
en inglés), esta oportunidad de audiencia se
proporciona anualmente para tomar testimonio
sobre las posibles necesidades no cumplidas
dentro de la region. La Comision tiene que,
posteriormente de la audiencia, hacer una de-
terminacion de si las necesidades presentadas
son “razonables” como para cumplirlas. De-
spués que todas la necesidades “razonables”

han sido cumplidas por medio de laampliacion
de servicios ya existentes, o por la creacion de
nuevos sistemas de transito, La Comision
podra soltar fundos restantes del TDA para
propositos de calles y caminos (reparacion, re-
construccion, etc.).

A los miembros del publico, agencias in-
teresadas, y grupos civicos se les anima a com-
parecer y dar testimonio sobre cualquier
necesidad de transporte que no se esté
cumpliendo por el sistema actual. El testimonio
ha de ser tan especifico como sea posible en lo
que toca a aquellos ciudadanos, o grupos de ciu-
dadanos, que actualmente no sean servidos por
el transito, el tipo y cantidad de servicio de tran-
sito que se esté pidiendo, el area geogréficaenel
cual se necesite el servicio, y cualquier otra evi-
dencia de datos en apoyo, que ayudaran en la
evaluacion de lo “razonable” del servicio pedido.

Aaquellos que desean hablar se les anima
a comunicarse con el Sr. Dylan Stone, Planifi-
cador de Transportacion de la MCTC, en el
2001 Howard Road, Sala 201, Madera, CA
93637. El numero telefonico de la MCTC es
(559) 675-0721. No se tiene que programar
una peticion para hablar, los individuos pueden
sencillamente comparecer a la audiencia y
pedir ser reconocidos, sin embargo, se le anima
programar una comparecencia para ayudar a
organizar el testimonio. A aquellos que no po-
drén asistir a la audiencia publica se les anima
someter sus comentarios por escrito antes del
20 de abril, 2011 para ser incluidos en el reg-
istro publico. 311

www.The Ranchos.com
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A Great Big Bag Full of “Marvels”

By David Jones

| have always enjoyed the “Dear
Abby” column. | thought you might like
to read three of the old favorites:

Dear Abby: | am a 23-year-old liber-
ated woman who has been on the pill for
two years. It’s getting expensive and |
think my boyfriend should share half the
cost, but I don’t know him well enough to
discuss money with him.

Dear Abby: Will you rush me the
name of a reliable illegitimate doctor?

Dear Abby: My 40-year-old son has
been paying a psychiatrist $50 an hour
every week for two-and-a-half years. He
must be crazy.

| never cease to marvel at the things
people write about and talk about and
email about, but then you know you’re old
when you’ve lost all your marvels.

I marvel at the number of people who
are sucked into “media” thinking vs. Bib-
lically thinking. It’s as though they wash
their brains in TV every day and guess
what — their thinking processes reflect the
comments of the “spin artists.” If we
would wash our thinking in the scriptures,
we would have “Biblically thinking.” Lots
of folks have a Bible; few have ever read
it. | remember my first semester at Santa
Rosa Junior College back in ‘66. The Eng-
lish instructor for “English 101" informed
us that if we had not read the Bible we
were ignoramuses. He went on to talk
about how it was the greatest piece of lit-
erature ever written and whether we
thought it was all a fairy tale or not was
not the point; he simply said if we were to
be educated people, we must be Biblically
literate.

If an English instructor made such a
comment today, he would probably be
brought up on charges of violating sepa-
ration of church and state. He would at
least be guilty of being politically incor-
rect. The truth of what he said still applies
just as it did 45 years ago.

The fact is that most Americans have
not read a book all the way through since
they graduated from high school. They
have however allowed the TV to entertain
their minds and have thus acquired “lazy
thinking.”

We come home at night, dog tired but
still gotta get a quick bite to eat, do the
necessary chores, get the kids to bed and
finally collapse only to get up and do it all
over again tomorrow. Even retired folk re-
port to me that they are so busy there
aren’t enough hours in the day. Oh, did |
forget social media? Oh yes, gotta check

Facebook and return some text messages
as well as my email. Oh well, as long as |
get to bed by midnight and | can go to
sleep watching CNN or FOX. We all seem
to enjoy fretting about things there is
nothing we can do anything about.

And so it is that I marvel at the
lifestyle we are all living. Television
brings to us people who just never seem
to stop talking and participating in shout-
ing matches. Yet their agenda becomes
our agenda. Not because it really is im-
portant but because it is our entertain-

ment. | fear we will suffer the
consequences of “lazy thinking” at some
point soon.

The world seems poised for the end
of time. With the re-establishment of the
nation of Israel and most recently the hor-
rible earthquakes in divers places, people
are in amazement. Movies are being made
on end-time subjects. A preacher who fan-
cies himself a prophet is buying billboard
signs up and down Highway 99 declaring
the end of the world on May 21. | don’t
marvel at the crazy preacher, | marvel at
the lazy thinking that causes people to
give him absurd amounts of money.

I’m on a one-man crusade to get peo-
ple to read the Bible and start thinking for
themselves. If you want to start a study on
your own of end-time Bible prophecy,
email me and I’ll send you some starting
places, but don’t take my scriptures only
and try to build a personal belief system.
Become a student. Be what Jesus called a
“Disciple.” A disciple is a disciplined
learner.

I hope I haven’t lost all my marvels. |
hope | soon marvel at the number of peo-
ple who are willing to pick up their Bible
and start thinking for themselves. When
the times get tough, we need a life foun-
dation to stand on.

I want to marvel at the unity of our
community in the coming days.

I want to marvel at the way our folks
help each other.

I want to marvel at the community
spirit and the love of neighbors and
friends.

I pray that each of you will have a bag
full of marvels to brag on. God bless us
all and God bless the people of Japan in
these difficult days.

David Jones is the Pastor of Golden Val-
ley Baptist Church at 12414 Road 37 in the
Madera Ranchos. You can reach him through
the church website at www.goldenvalley-
church.com. You can send him an email from
the website and he’ll write back.
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LEGAL NOTICE

“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH
AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A SEA-
SONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY TO
ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL PROP-
ERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE ABATED
ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2011.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAY RETURN.

3/11

PUBLIC NOTICE

MADERA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
GIVING NOTICE OF HEARING

The Madera County Transportation
Commission (MCTC) will hold a Public
Hearing to take testimony regarding trans-
portation needs within Madera County. The
hearing will be held on \Wednesday, April 20,
2011 at 3:00 p.m., in the Madera County
Transportation Commission offices, 2001
Howard Road, Suite 201, Madera, CA
93637.

First Transit will provide free public
transportation to the Madera County Trans-
portation Commission offices. Call Doug
Thompson at 559-661-7435 before 5:00
pm, April 12, 2011 to make a reservation. A
Spanish language interpreter will be avail-
able during the public hearing for those who
wish to testify before the Commission in
Spanish. If you would like to testify in a lan-
guage other than Spanish and English or re-
quire other special accommodations in order
to testify, please contact the Commission by
April 12, 2011.

Under the California Transportation
Development Act (TDA), this hearing op-
portunity is provided annually to take testi-
mony on potential unmet transit needs
within the region. The Commission must,
subsequent to the hearing, make a determi-
nation whether the needs presented are “rea-
sonable” to meet. After all “reasonable”
needs have been met through the expansion

of existing services, or the creation of new
transit systems, the Commission may re-
lease remaining TDA funds for street and
road purposes (repair, reconstruction, etc.).

Members of the public, interested
agencies, and civic groups are encouraged
to appear and testify to any transportation
needs not being met by the current system.
Testimony should be as specific as possible
with regard to those citizens, or groups of
citizens, not currently served by transit, the
requested type and amount of transit serv-
ice, the geographic area in which service is
needed, and any other supporting evidence
of information, which will help in the eval-
uation of the “reasonableness” of the re-
quested service.

Those wishing to speak are encour-
aged to contact Mr. Dylan Stone, MCTC
Transportation Planner, at 2001 Howard
Road, Suite 201, Madera, California,
93637. The MCTC telephone number is
(559) 675-0721. A request to speak need
not be scheduled, individuals may simply
appear at the hearing and request to be rec-
ognized, however a scheduled appearance
is encouraged to help organize the testi-
mony. Those that are unable to attend the
public hearing are encouraged to submit
their comments in writing prior to April 20,
2011 for inclusion in the public record.

To Advertise
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A 645-0634

Look Good and Feel Great
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« Nutritional
C ling & |
Vens moided  LOSE WEIGHT |WE KS'QOW LOW CARBS!
SN AND INCHES TOO| 20 OoFF
+ Diet Injection st visit only

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP
“We Are \VVery _ OPEN: Monday - Friday
224-6744

Affordable 9:00 AM until 5:30 PM
4844 N. First, #101 « Fresno, CA 93726 « Between Shaw & Santa Ana

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics

37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

559-645-5320

www.ranchosdental.com
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W
Call 559- gg; DZ}21 Today!

You can do it yourself or have the Got broken screens? Madera Glass Glass for picture frames is a spe-
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror & Mirror has the expertise to make cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix

take care of your window repairs. quick work of any screen repair. a broken one or complete a project.

MaderalGlassiRiMirrorythatzsijwho!

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices charged in the 1980's. Give them a call today
for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Madera Glass & Mirror Co. - 1825 Howard Rd., Madera - 559-673-3583

Click on ““Local News’ at
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today: Do you understand forgiveness? Do
you understand its importance? Do you un-
derstand its power? Its strength? Jesus
stressed that forgiveness is crucial. In
Matthew he said, “For if you forgive men
when they sin against you, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. But if you do
not forgive men their sins, your Father will
not forgive your sins.” Mom understood
this. She lived it. It was one of the things
that characterized her. It was the second
area where her walk eclipsed her talk.

There’s an old joke that if someone
you know is particularly annoying, when
you look up “annoying” in the dictionary
you’ll find a picture of that person. You can
do something similar in the Bible. If you
want to define “unconditional love,” sim-
ply go to 1 Corinthians 13 “Love is patient,
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not
boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth. It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”
If you cut to the end of the chapter you
find, “And now these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the greatest of these is
love.”

You have just seen a picture of Faye
Bailey.

For her five sons who had the honor of
growing up with her as their Mom, they
knew her patience. They knew her kind-
ness. And although she always wanted a
better life for her boys, they never saw her
envious of others. Mom didn’t express her
love through arrogant boasting or pride.
We never saw her dishonor others and she
didn’t get easily angered, which, with five
sons, was a miracle in itself. But at the
heart of Mom’s unconditional love was that
her love for us, and others, kept no record
of wrongs. She loved us because she loved

us. She could conceive of nothing else. Her
love for us was not based on what we did
for her today or what we could do for her in
the future or what we had done for her in
the past. Her love was the purest form of
love known: totally, completely and wholly
unconditional. Her love always protected
us, was always based on trust, was always
full of hope and always persevered to the
end, usually way beyond wherever my
brothers and | were.

I hope you can see now that Faye Bai-
ley was indeed a “good woman,” but she
was much, much more than that. And now
that she has passed on to glory, the ques-
tion remains: What shall her legacy be?
Forget about the death of Faye Bailey —
what can we learn from the life of Faye
Bailey? How can we — each and every one
of us — honor the memory of Faye Bailey?

The answer is simple and begins by
taking stock of where you are right now.
Do you do the right thing to the exclusion
of all else? Do you do it even when no one
is looking? If not, you need to start now.

Are you compassionate? Do you un-
derstand compassion? Do you get it when
Jesus said, “Then the King will say to those
on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since the cre-
ation of the world. For | was hungry and
you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, | was
a stranger and you invited me in, | needed
clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and
you looked after me, | was in prison and
you came to visit me.’

Then the righteous will answer him,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something
to drink? When did we see you a stranger
and invite you in, or needing clothes and
clothe you? When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you?’

The King will reply, “Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least of

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me.””

Do you show compassion to the ex-
clusion of all else? Do you show compas-
sion even when no one is looking? If not,
you need to start now.

Are you forgiving? Do the words of
Jesus in Matthew resonate with you? “For
if you forgive men when they sin against
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you. But if you do not forgive men their
sins, your Father will not forgive your
sins.” Do you show forgiveness to the ex-
clusion of all else? Are you forgiving even
when no one else is looking? If not, you
need to start now.

Do you put conditions on your love to
others? Do you love them “if” they do
something for you? Do you love them only
“when” they do something for you? Do
you love them only by “how” they do
something for you first? Can you fully —
even partially — wrap your mind around the
concept that true unconditional love keeps
no record of wrongs or that it always pro-
tects, always trusts, always hopes and al-
ways perseveres? Do you express
unconditional love to the exclusion of all
else? Is your love unconditional even when
no one else is looking? If not, you need to
start now.

The passing of my mom, if it shows us
nothing else, points out the grim reality that
if she can go immediately without warning,
any of us can go immediately without
warning. In that twinkling of eye will you
next hear, “Well done, good and faithful
servant!” or “l don’t know you or where
you come from.”? If you don’t know which
you will hear, you need to start now. Do the
right thing. Be compassionate. Forgive oth-
ers. Make sure your love is unconditional.
If we can all do these things, Faye’s legacy
will burn brightly in all of us and we will
all be the best we can be and humanity will
be better off for it.

Thank you.

A Plot to Bankrupt Us?

By Serafin Quintanar

In January, several California Mayors
crawled to Washington D.C. to beg Presi-
dent Obama for, among other things, more
money for High Speed Rail because Mayor
Swearengin of Fresno says that it will al-
ready go over budget. Central Valley may-
ors also clamored for congress not to cut
“block grants” to California cities, having
received over $29 million in 2010 out of a
total of $2.5 billion doled out nationwide.

Of course, this is money that we just
do not have. Every single penny of that
$2.5 billion has to be borrowed from na-
tions unfriendly to us, like China. To top it
all off, every single American will have to
pay either higher taxes or higher prices due
to inflation to repay all this borrowed
money. With a projected $1.3 trillion
(that’s 1,300 billions) budget deficit for
2010, this means that our children and
grandchildren will also have to pay for all
this for decades to come. As if this all were
not bad enough, how do you like the idea
that the good people in the Madera Ran-
chos have to pay an equal share, even if the
money went to Fresno or Sacramento and
not to your town?

This madness must be stopped.
Maybe it’s time for people in our smaller
communities to let the “big city” mayors
know that they do not appreciate them
racking up debts that we have to pay back.

For more information contact John
Smedley in the Madera Ranchos at 645-
7031 or jcsmedley@comcast.net. Visit
www.centralvalleyteaparty.com, the Cen-
tral Valley Tea Party’s Website.
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Classified

Alteration Services

Madlin's Alterations - 40
years experience - Tailor-
ing, repairs and leathers.
Fast service. NEW AD-
DRESS & PHONE NUM-
BER: 36733 Ave. 12. Call
559-645-4583.
Construction

New construction, remod-
els, room additions, barns
and patios. Call 559-970-

4476 or 559-645-4033.
Floor/Upholstery Care

Pinnacle Carpet Care and
Upholstery. FREE esti-

mates. FREE stain protec-
tion with any purchase.
Tile, aggregate, showers,
Pebble Tec. Golden Valley
Chamber Member, BBB,
references. Call Bruce at
676-0760.

For Rent

For Rent - 5BD/2BA 2,400
sq. ft. on 10 acres. Barn
for horses. $2,000. per mo.
Call 908-4289 for particu-
lars.

For Sale

For Sale - Swing Set $200,
Decorative Plates, Tables,
Antiqgues and much more.
Call 645-1770.

Gutter Services
The Gutter Doctor specializing

in both continuous and standard
rain gutters. General Contrac-

tor - Repair Maintenance. 29
years working in the area. Call
559-822-2759.

Homework Help
Homework help is here! Join
our Homework Club. $5. per

hour Monday - Friday 3:30-6:00
PM. For more info call 559-824-
4445,

Housecleaning

Housecleaning Service - Have
your house spring cleaned all
year long. Experience, responsible,
honest. Fair prices. Call 416-2585.

Landscaping
Luke's Landscaping -
Lawns, gardens, weeds &
trees. Maintenance, clean
ups and repairs. Call today

for free estimate. 559-240-
8203.

Painting Services

Painting Services - 40 years of
experience. Licensed and in-
sured. Frank Kramer Exteriors.
Lic. #273099. Call 645-4113.

Painting Services - Gerald
Scheffing & Son Painting. 40
years experience. Interior &
Exterior. Licensed, insured and
bonded. Lic #313070. Call 674-
2320.

Tractor Services

Tractor work, discing, ro-

totilling, weed cutting.
Bobcat work, drilling post
holes, trees, trenching and
clean ups. Call Neal at
645-1200 or 285-8211.
Tractor work, house pads, lot
leveling, driveways,
ing, concrete work and under-
ground utilities installed. Call
559-970-4476 or 559-645-
4033.
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“There he is—behind

that __ "

SCRAMBLERS

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

Appeal

RAMCH

XEDUEL

L

1K

TODAY'S WORD

GO FIGURE! byLlindaThistle

The idea of Go Figure is to arrive
at the figures given at the bot-

tom and right-hand columns of
the diagram by following the

B8

arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (that is, from left
to right and top to bottom). Use

only the numbers below the
diagram to complete its blank

- -

squares and use each of the
nine numbers only once.

ol -

124567 889

@ 2011 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

trench-

Water Treatment

Hard Water? - A Magnetic
home water softener will keep
your water clean and clear at

incredibly lowprices. Bonus:
Your Septic tank will work
30% faster. Call 559-213-
4470.

Weight Loss

LOSE WIGHT - and keep it off
with Alkaline Water. Call 559-
213-4470.

Window Cleaning Services

$5
track

Most windows
inside/out. Screen,
and sills included. Remove
hard water stain on home
windows, shower doors and
car windows. Cobweb re-
moval available. Fully in-
sured. Call Nick at
285-1723. Free estimates.
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

TO ADVERTISE

CALL 645-0634

SupPpoiu

by Linda Thistle

6 5 2
7 3|6
3 1
9 a4
7 <
3 9 5
9
5 8 9
1 6|74

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

©2011 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on ““Local News’ at



Real Estate

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent
(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your
Ranchos-area business to this site!

3/11

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

www. The Ranchos.com
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Nancy Watson

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

REALTY
645'5000 CONCEPTS
www.nancywatson.net ——LTD.
If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an

experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 311

DAVID PARKER

Realtor®
www.davidparker.info

490-1989

DRE#: 01323109
A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, | am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today! 311

£ )
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L1Z KUCHINSKI

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson
Letting My Experience Work for You

» Repeat and referral based business ¢ Friendly, fun and a positive attitude
« Century 21 Centurion status eight years « MLS Committee Member

Fresno Association of Realtors « Ranchos resident for 25 years

o Liz’s knowledge and understanding of her local community

ﬁgg%g}ﬁltial make her uniquely qualified to enable her clients to own a piece
of the “American Dream.” 3/11

Century 21 C.Watson\DireCt: (559) 364-1000  Fax: (559) 440-7608

Specialist

7520 North Palm » Fresno liz@lizkuchinski.com « www.lizsellinghomes.com

PAUL & SUE SOBAJE

Covering the Raunchoo since 1976
Fandling Lots, Fomes, Ranches

Reprecsenting Buyene & Sellens

3/11

Jerry'Eddings, Realtors

Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417

www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063

3/11
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Business Directory « Business Directory ¢ Business Directory « Business Directory

' Lic. #899496

* DRILLING - TRENCHING DIRT WORK -

+ efficient ¢+ reliable + cost-effective .t Beau

Interlocking Pavers
nothing outlasts pavers!
www.rlacyintcrlockpavexs.com

Clark’s Performance

* GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
* General Automotive Repairs
* Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Jeff Clarik

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
TEXTURED COATING « PAINTING
VINYL SIDING ¢ VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING
-
—r

FRANK KRAMER
3 EXTERIORS

M/ (550) 645-4113

EXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

INSURED
LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER

VELVET TOUCH

.12 « MADERA RANCHOS

3&45-6630

B.M.T.

Computer Repair
(559? 917-4507

* Sales & Service

* In-Home Service

Sé Habla Espafiol
Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Retired FPD 26 yr. Certifications:
Ca. Lic.#79328 A+/Network +

Microsoft Cerified Pro

& TRACTOR SERVICE
HARDPAN DRILLING

674-7770

“
Mo rzipy/ i) rnr\

RGOS

Mobile Notary and
Loan Document Signing

Daytime « Evening « Weekends

Diana J. Tuc:ker

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties

381-5879

HIGH QUALITY
GATE SYSTEMS

26

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

d
Construction?

«Concrete

*Rough Framing

« General Building A

« Steel Buildings ¢ Shop Buildings
*Room Additions « New Construction

All Stage Construction, lnc.

559-68I-8947

ﬂarf /O/.ofog; ap/l#

.H// /A’ (ffu( e //}

* Professional
photography

* Personalized
unique gifts

j - Gift certificates

Jftuckabee’s

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
LiC. #837274

i
559-662-0336
559-438-8260

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification
Locally owned
and operated!

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

EENPIED & coustical Removal

INSURED
LIC. #589140

Color Matching

559-974-2268

T

AUTO REPAIR

+ A/C SERVICE
Ranchos Auto Repair

& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

HEATING & CO0LING

&785-71687

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
e Artful Pruning
* Removals
A .
g ° Disease
4. Management

UPRIGHT

TREE SPECIALISTS

645-TREE

(sS733)

B&M

Auto & Truck Parts

((LAPR
m Store hours:
=l Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00
Madera Ranchos Plaza
37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

ECONOMICAL

Landscape &
Gardening
Service 2

FREE ESTIMATES Lot
LIC. #B80008113 [

559:974-1357

Pre-school pr:ogr'arn
Part-time and full time

M CARTER DRYWALL

SERVICE, INC.

l'CaIIusforaII '

your drywall needs

45-1914

1Ic. #£AB393449

MARION POOL

oy ¢ Weekly Service
* Equipment
s Supplies
* Residential
* Drains - Upstarts « Commercial
+ Locally Owned

251-2514 351-1605 645-4799
office cell after5p.m.

\peualty 3
breenlng ‘7

HURST HARDWARE

645 " S&6E30O

KNIGHT & DAY
COMPUTERS

* NEW AND USED LAPTOPS »
* PRINTERS < PARTS »

645-0122

B.E.A.R. #74561

repairs =

experlence

Click on ““Local News™ at



Business Directory
When You Can't Be There

Pe'rs, Plants, Plus+

Specializing in Livestock

el
Sandra Oliver 3
559- 240 3556 -]
Jackie Jones et 5‘*{!}’*‘.

559-232-1352 v e m & € ]
Accredited ¢ Insured « Bonded

MZC

* Industrial
+ Certified

-
Weldmg & Fabncatlon

+ Mig
call JERRY CLARK - 706-3865

. F|at Rate Prlcmg Green Cleans . Serwce
+ Repairs * Portable

MQN FI{LQAM-GPM SAT 9AN 3PM SUN: GI.OSE

]

37167 AVE, 12 5D (559) 6451969
WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM

CRONIN MARINE
REFAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

+Tig
« Stick

for MORE sales tomorrow, call

(559) 645-0634
The Ranchos Independent

Just Like Cats & Dogs

by Dave T. Phipps

DEAR, THE TRICK IN POKER IS READING
THE OTHER PLAYERS "TELL" YOUR'S
SEEMS TO BE A CONSTANT DEATH GLARE.

www.The Ranchos.com
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) The week promises a calmer aspect. Although there might be some
lingering effects of a recent job problem, things should continue to ease up. Also expect a change in a
home-based situation.

8 Sans

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) If you feel uneasy about a colleague's suggestion, it might be that
your wise inner Taurean guide is alerting you to a potential problem. Stepping away could turn out to
be the right thing to do.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A family get-together opens up new opportunities for renewing ties.
It can be especially effective in dealing with disagreements that should have been, but never were,
fully resolved.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You might be surprised at the response you get to a recent decision. You
might be even more surprised by the reasons behind it. In any event, you'll learn something important.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Your aspects favor resolving any tensions left over from a recent incident. You
might want to consider having a "clear the air" talk as soon as you can. A call can lead to a change of plans.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Avoid repeating yourself. If your first few efforts fail to
connect, maybe it's because you haven't found the right way to get your message across. Try changing
your approach.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Good intentions plus a strong resolve to succeed can take
you where you want to go. Don't give up just because someone suggests you might be pursuing an
impossible cause.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) An unexpected setback can be a blessing in disguise. Use
it to recheck your facts and how you've presented them. Meanwhile, look for ways to expand your contacts.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You should finally be seeing a positive change in
a recent personal situation. However, an on-the-job matter might need more attention than you realized.
Stay with it.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) While you should be close to completing an important
matter, you still need to focus on being focused. But things ease up in time for weekend fun with
family and friends.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A certain matter might take an unexpected turn. Don't
simply accept it; ask for an explanation. What you learn might be helpful in shifting the situation
around to your benefit.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Projecting a positive attitude helps restore calm even when
you're confronting some pretty stormy situations. Stay the course. The outcome will be well worth
your efforts.

Born this Week.

While Yyou fmj oy tradition and Stﬂv%lity, you Also
Apprecinte the qood things that change can ﬁring.
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WITHOUT A DOUBT,
GETTING UP ON A
MORNING LIKE THIS
15 A MAJOR
CHALLENGE S

ACCOMPLISHED .S

THIRD...
LEFT FOO'

BUT WITH THE RIGHT ¥ THE TRICK IS
ATTITUDE ITCANBE BREAKING IT DOWN

T YOUR Y
T DOWN..

FrirsT...srTiNG
UP... POSSIBLY
INTO EASY STEPS! | THE TOUGHEST

i

TOMORROW... 1'LL
DEMONS TRATE HOW
TO PROCEED FROM

o

__ by Charles Barry Townsend
A FILL-IN PUZZLE
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CONNECT THE DOTS and find out what F

grows bigger the more you take away from it.

‘puncull syl W BoY Yy amsuy

lllustrated by David Coulson
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Pictured above is a crossword puzzle grid.

TRY MOWING DOWN THIS PUZZLE! Replace the letters in
this AlphaMath puzzle with the digits 0,1,2,4,5,6,7,8and 9
so that you have a correct addition problem. The same letters %

get the same digits, Can you get a higher total than we did?

Below are the 17 words that you'll need to
complete the puzzle using the trial-and-
error method. Keep a good eraser handy!

THE Y'LL DO IT EVERY TIME

"ANY MOM WILL TELL YOU— LITTLE LOOPINA

W 7 POLANSKY,
CINCINMATT, QWD

“THEM THAT
HAS,GETS!” =

= =

@ \ .
wﬁss‘%ﬁ'

CONGRATULATIONS,
MR, HEAPHONCH---HEH-
HEH--YOU WON THE OFFICE

BASEBALL PooL AGAIN--
$50-COUNT IT-MAKE
E TS ALL

SUR
THERE, S1R---

]

CHAIN REACTION! Take the seven letters printed below our
diagram and place them in the circles so that eight four-letter
words can be read top to bottom along the connecting lines.
All the words will begin with the letter in the top circle.

‘pepa ‘dea
‘dopa ‘12 ‘dooa 'jooo ‘jeod ‘xeod) by o) ya) ‘woucq o) doy siamsuy

Wishing £ well®

4 8 3 6 4 6 3 5 8 7 5 2 6
B GCTEEOCLWATZBA
3 4 2 8 7 6 3 6 3 8 7 2 8
M GEA 1 CFHODNHEF
7 3 65 7 3 2 8 2 5 7 3 8 5
NRR I TOONENARF
6 8 7 8 3 4 2 5 6 4 8 6 2
S OGTSROUUAHTECR
8 7 3 56 2 4 5 8 2 46 5 3
ECSLACIRB I CNWU
5 3 6 8 5 4 5 6 7 3 4 37
VRESEOSSHEWUDO
5 4 5 6 7 5 2 5 2 7 5 77
T SM™MS I ELNETCTES

HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day. It's anumerical puzzle designed to spell
out your fortune. Count the letters in your first name. If the
number of letters is 6 or more, subtract 4. If the number is less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number. Start at the up-
per left-hand corner and check one of your key numbers, left
to right. Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you.

@ 2011 King Features Synd., Inc. All rights reserved.

MAGIC MAZE @PASSED AWAY

IN 2010
RGDYAXUROLIJGDAX
VSPNEKIFCAXVOSQ
OLINKLETTERJLLIJH
ECAYELSOBUSBXVR
TRPNLSJGHEYHFDE
BYXVSTLTNREKRAP
RPOMMEREDI THEKP
IGGEDAVBIZLPHXO
WUITCRQAANELSOH
NLJAISITRUCUIGEF
DCMAHYXWVGTCFBS

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions -
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.

Billingsley Curtis Hopper Nielsen
Bosley Fisher Linkletter Olsen
Byrd Graves MacArthur Parker
Culp Haig Meredith

@ 2011 King Features Synd., Inc. All rights reserved

AGES BAKED ICED
ACHED BENCH KEEPS
AFAR DOMED OWNER
AGATE DREAM . SALON
BADE EBBS SODA
BADGE FAIR
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By Fifi Rodriguez

1. GEOGRAPHY: What two nations lie
directly north of the Gulf of Oman?

2. U.S. STATES: Which state's name is
Spanish for "snow clad"?

3. MOVIES: What was the name of the
\Volkswagen made famous in "The Love
Bug"?

4. FAMOUS PEOPLE: What abolitionist
was the first black woman to win a court
case against a white man for illegally
selling her son as a slave?

5. LITERATURE: In what book did the
characters Tweedledum and Tweedledee
first appear?

6. LANGUAGE: What's another word for
a plebiscite?

7. HISTORY: How much did the United
States pay Russia for the Alaskan territory
in 18677

8. MUSIC: Who wrote "The Theme from
Shaft"?

9. GAMES: Which chess piece looks like a
castle tower?

10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: What was Harry
Truman's home state?

Answers
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Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps Super CPOSSWOPd
f’GEI!A.LD HOMNEY, YOU NEED TO TOO MUCH TV IS BAD FOR‘NJUR\ f YOU MNEED TO 6ET SOME ) @OK HOW? I CANT BRE.IT!:E‘\
TURN THAT TV OFF AND &0 OUTSIDE. EYES. YOU NEED TO 6ET OUTSIDE FRE&HAIRMEXCERC‘ISE_./ OR MOVE FOR THAT MATTER, a
, I~ i H R ERE 5 6 [7 |8 g [0 [11 |12
> % H G 19 20
= 1= 24 25
i
4 7 28 29 30
32 33 34 35 (36 |37
i 5] a7 a2 (43 44 a5
—li| &7 a8 a8 50
Out on a Limb by Gary Kopervas | [53 55 (56 57 158 |59
START AT SIXTH, SINTY, CAN I GET SIXTo-FIVE... SIXTH~ 62 63 |64 65
- FIVE, THERE'S ELHTY- FIVE -FIVE, e
e P R ONGE. TWICE NINETY(! NINETY, GOING ONCE ..
78 1 73 |74 |75 76 77 78
H AucTienEER WITH
f HIGH BLCOD PRESSURE . 80 81 g2 83
! 87 88 89 90
94 95 |96 [97 |98 99
g 100 101 102 [103 [104 105
KRS 106 107 108 109 110 111 [112
by Mike Marland | [113[114]115 116 117 118
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% A NIGHTMARE.... /" /1 i 196 %7 1% 199
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Ailo Gl K% <& ACROSS or Muldaur need Nobelist collection success?
|2 ). Rl Z 1 Tiller 57 Less 116 “Frasier” 9 Chum 58 Soccer 98 Soldier on
3 - 0 . Y € 5 Grandpa plentiful pooch 10 Infamous superstar 101 More
il*, % & G ﬁ McCoy 60 Van Dyke 118 “— my lips!" Amin 59 Hacienda granular
- - 9 Michelangelo role 119 Loser to 11 Philips of material 103 Ideal
masterpiece 62 Powerfully DDE “UHF 60 Hawk 104 Woody
MAsBOYz.COM  JERRY CRAFT| 4 warof built 120 Vitamin 12 Antlerpart 61 Diminutive herb
“Sisters” 65 Tractable bottle abbr. 13 Strawberry, suffix 107 Director
18 “Typee” 67 Wooden 122 Tony winner for one 63 Natural gas Nair
S0 MUCH QNB S sequel strip Robert 14 Police component 109 Long or
THE BALL £ 19 Callas or 68 Flight 124 Young cadet hdgrs. 64 — talk Peeples
Caballe maneuver 128 Very slen- 15 Drop a brick 66 Sanctify 111 Surveyor’s
20 Confess 71 “— Days" der 16 Divulge 69 “ .. man — need
21 Roman ('75tune) 134 Sharp- 17 Ward off mouse?” 112 Most
fountain 72 Hypocrisy sighted 22 “— fixe" 70 Turkish title indolent
23 Stubborn 73 Bikini half 136 Malice 24 Designer 73 Myerson or 113 Cat's dogs
25 Courageous 76 Foolhardy 137 Practice Fiorucei Truman 114 Harvests
27 Fantastic 79 Pigment piece 26 Billions of 74 Not as 115 Davis of
bargain 80 Masterson 138 Cut short years common “Evening
28 Envelop colleague 139 Mile., 29 Common 75 Originate Shade”
30 “Xanadu” 82 Ginger — farther affix 77 Arrive at 117 Vote in
rock group 83 — Haven, south 33 Vane dir. 78 “Blame — 121 —
31 Trams CT 140 Pants part 35 Aroma the Bossa Spumante
transportit 84 Job opening 141 Inflexibility ~ 36 Responsi- Nova" 123 Challenge
LOOKS LIKE THE ST0CK 32 “Red 87 Ceylon, 142 Some bility (‘63 hit) 125 Fontaine
MARKET 15 MAKING Red — today bills 37 French-door 81 Telescope role
'88 smash) 89 Coarse- 143 Jets, Mets, part sighting 126 — carotene
34 Girl Scout featured or Nets 39 Emulated 85 Oven 127 Cheese-
unit 94 Tahini base Gebel- setting board
38 Diplomacy 95 TV's DOWN Williams 86 Eastern choice
term “Three's —" 1 Brewery 40 Amatory “Way" 129 Harper
41 Winked or 99 Loudly, to supply 41 Fiasco 88 Donizetti's Valley grp.
waved Liszt 2 Give off 42 Genesis “L'elisir d'— 130 Rainy
45 Journalist 100 Betting 3 Theater redhead 8 131 Yank
Buchanan setting section 43 Wilson or 90 Jeri of 132 Maestro de
46 Former 101 Shallow 4 “Drums Weathers “Star Trek: Waart
autocrat area Along the 44 “— Set” Voyager” 133 Wagner's
47 Actress 102 Spring mo. —" (39 ('57 film) 91 Gator's —
3 Massen 105 “Sat — film) 50 Vocalize cousin fliegende
H 48 Scrape by, tuffet . . .” 5 “Tobacco like Vallee 92 Sicilian Hollander”
g with “out” 106 Humorist Road” 52 Riser’s volcano 135 Audio
L M 2| a9 Light weight  Bombeck character relative 93 Distribute antiques?
3 3 51 Reformer 108 lllinois city 6 Wednesday 53 Metallic the deck
" g Lucretia 110 Maritime 7 Done 55 Unwell 96 Trickle
= = ¥ 54 Montessori 113 Nutritional 8 Egyptian 56 Literary 97 A sweeping
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£
fsigr g )3
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south east madera county united
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REGULAR MEETING
Monday, April18 at 6:30 p.m.
Ranchos Pizza Factory

EENEIS WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO COME!

water problems? < Got traffic problems?
Gotla|Community Center? - Got a park?

GEJIRINVO LNV ED!

EOR/MORE/INFORMATION:
@EE@@@QB T www.semcu.org| ° info@semcu.org

CMM"’“BYTHE COMMUNITY!

mmmma@ﬂm IZ in/the Madera Ranchos

CCCCC twwwsemcu org



