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Click on “Local News” at

By D. J. Becker

Animal shelters everywhere are
struggling with budget cuts, reviewing
their options and are vowing to find
ways to avoid increased and wholesale
euthanasia of homeless animals en-
trusted to their care. The Madera Ani-
mal Shelter is still reeling from recent
and drastic cutbacks. But there is a sur-
prisingly simple and inexpensive way
the public can help right this wrong, ac-
cording to shelter director Kirsten
Gross.

“All dog owners need to step up,
comply with the law, and license their
animals,” said Gross. The current
county licensing fee is $8 for altered
dogs and $16 for unaltered dogs. Full
compliance with the licensing law could
contribute as much as a million dollars
to the shelter and fully fund the shelters
operation, according to Gross.

The Madera County shelter budget

Animal Shelter
Fights for Life

Michelle Mensch, an animal services of-
ficer at the Madera County shelter, holds two
large, mixed-breed puppies with little chance
of survival due to the huge number of un-
wanted animals at the shelter and the lack of
local adoptive homes.

The shelter could fully op-
erate from funds collected if
peoplewould license theirdogs.

Please see SHELTER on P. 10

FrankBigelow, SupervisorDistrict 1, par-
ticipated in the NationalAssociation of Coun-
ties’ (NACo) 2010 Legislative Conference in
Washington,D.C., to help ensure that the voice
of the nation’s counties is heard by Congress
and the administration. The conference, held
March 6-10, featured remarks from House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and President Obama
cabinet secretaries Kathleen Sibelius and Tom
Vilsak.

One of the main objectives of the Leg-
islative Conference was to bring county offi-
cials face-to-face with federal government
officials to discuss key county government pri-
orities and specific legislation, regulations and
funding levels affecting essential services and

programs. “I successfully met with the ad-
ministration’s key officials who can assist in
providing federal resources inMaderaCounty,
a primary reason for attending this year” said
Supervisor Bigelow.

“I am a member of the NACo Board of
Directors and as such attended a very success-
ful and productiveBoardmeeting. I also serve
on theAgriculture and RuralAffairs Commit-
tee, aswell as theVice-Chair of the Information
Technology Committee,” Bigelow said. “In
addition to serving on these committees, I had
a wonderful opportunity to network with
County officials from across our great country
that provide additional insight for today’s chal-
lenges.”

Jobs, economic recovery and Restoring
the Partnership were the main themes of the
conference formore than 2,000 elected and ap-
pointed county officials fromaround the coun-
try. Featured guest speakers included House
Speaker Pelosi, Health and Human Services
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius,Agriculture Sec-
retary Tom Vilsack, Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-
Va.) andTIMEmagazine columnist JoeKlein.
“NACo’s 2010 Legislative Conference was a
tremendous success,” saidNACoPresidentVa-
lerieBrown, supervisor, SonomaCounty,Calif.
“Our members are fiercely committed to Re-
store the Partnership between the federal gov-
ernment and America’s counties and this
conferencewent a longway toward that goal.”

BigelowAttendsWashington,D.C.LegislativeConference

By Randy Bailey

In early March, a group of approxi-
mately 30 concerned Ranchos citizens met
at the Ranchos Pizza Factory and began the
process of giving the Ranchos a voice in
Madera County water decisions.

“The train is leaving the station,” said
Igal Treibatch, Ranchos property owner and
grower. “The only way we can get into proj-
ects [affecting Ranchos water] is to be a part
of the Integrated Regional Water Manage-
ment Plan.”

The state of California has decided that
all future decisions regarding the use and
management of water throughout the state
have to be integrated with every other part
of the state. Treibatch explained that the days
of Los Angeles doing one thing and Fresno
doing another while Sacramento does a third
are gone. Projects that impact water use
throughout the state are being created but
only entities that are recognized as “signato-
ries” to aMemorandum of Intent (MOI) with
the Integrated Regional Water Management
Plan (IRWMP) will be allowed to access the
system.

“It is the only waywe can get money for
projects and have a say in the process,”
Treibatch said.

Some Background
In September 2008, SB 1 was signed by

Governor Schwarzenegger, containing the
“Integrated Regional Water Management
PlanningAct.” Effective March 1, 2009, the
California Department of Water Resources
established the Region Acceptance Process,
creating guidelines used to evaluate and ac-
cept a region into the IRWMP grant pro-
gram.

According to www.irwmp.org, the state
has innovated, “... a system that presents an
opportunity for a voluntary, non-regulatory

planning process that both encourages and
truly protects good faith efforts toward
meaningful change and improvements that
will benefit local communities, regions and
the state as a whole. To top it off, there is a
built in reward system (eligibility for state
funding) only for those who follow the
rules.”

Part of the objective of the Ranchos
group was to achieve non-profit status in
order to go forward with the group. At the
meeting, community member Jan DeWoody
revealed that such a non-profit corporation
already existed and that it could be applied
to the needs of the newly forming water
group. Called the “41 Corridor Alliance,”
this 501(c)(3) non-profit was structured

broadly enough to allow for the inclusion of
other projects, such as an IRWMP organi-
zation.

On Monday, March 15 the group met
again for the purpose of establishing by-laws
for the organization and giving it a degree of
structure.

The organization is open to all members
of the community who would like to have
some say in the future of water decisions for
the Ranchos. “It’s important for the group
here, which has one of the worst overdraft
problems, to be represented,” Treibatch said.

For more information about the
overall process and how you can get
involved, call 559-363-9095 or email
ranchos.community@gmail.com.

According to Ken Klemme, Biologist
for the Madera County Mosquito & Vec-
tor Control District, it appears that this is
going to be a wet year andMadera County
Mosquito & Vector Control District tech-
nicians have started
spraying standing
water as of March
15. Klemme said
that the Department
has also started tak-
ing dead bird calls
as of March 15.

“I would like
to remind the resi-
dents that they
should call 1-800-
WNV-BIRD if they have a fresh dead bird
on their property so that we can test for
West Nile Virus,” Klemme said. “We
should have mosquito fish available for
pick up April 1. Please call first to ensure
the availability so that we can accommo-

date your order. We also offer free deliv-
ery of fish if you are within our district
boundary.”

Klemme said that if you notice a green
swimming pool to please let them know.

Klemme’s Depart-
ment handles swim-
ming pool calls with
anonymity, ensuring
that your neighbor
will not get in trou-
ble. “What we do is
for the greater
good,” Klemme
said.

Of utmost im-
portance is if you

notice more mosquitoes than usual you
can always call the main office of the
Madera County Mosquito & Vector Con-
trol District at 674-6729, or you can use
the website at www.maderamosq.org to
place a service request.

MosquitoesAbout to Bite Ranchos

Ranchos Citizens’Water Group Takes First Steps
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Nearly
5 million
U.S. homes
already rely
on clean, safe
propane ...

Propane is an approved,
clean fuel listed in the
1990 Clean Air Act and
the Energy Policy Act
of 1992.

Propane is one of the cleanest burning of
all fossil fuels, is nontoxic and is not
harmful to soil or water.

What are YOU waiting for?

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
AVAILABLE BETWEEN JULY 1 - AUG. 31, 2010 • MUST BE A VALLEY PROPANE CUSTOMER

WIN250GALLONSOFPROPANE

MAIL TO: Valley Propane • PO Box 125 • Mendota, CA 93640

PROUDLY
SERVING

THE
MADERA
RANCHOS

SERVINGALL THERANCHOS’PROPANENEEDS

Propane fulfills energy
needs by burning
cleanly and efficiently,
giving you more
value for your
energy dollar.

• FREELEAKTEST• FREETANKRENTALFIRSTYEAR •
Service you can trust at prices you can afford! We are locally owned.

Propane is used for furnaces, water
heaters, air conditioners, outdoor
grills, fireplaces and appliances.

3/
10

www.The Ranchos.com
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D.O .G . Repo r t :
Grand Jury Repo r t Spec i a l

F i r s t m y t h a n k s t o a l l o n t h e G r a n d
J u r y . I t h a n k y o u f o r u n s e l f i s h s e r v i c e t o
o u r c ommun i t y. I a l s o t h a n k y o u f o r n ow po s t i n g y o u r r e p o r t s
o n l i n e .

N o w m y s o a p b o x : To d e a l w i t h a n o f f i c i a l G r a n d J u r y R e -
p o r t a s a n i t em o n t h e C o n s e n t C a l e n d a r i s a n i n s u l t t o t h e
G r a n d J u r y a n d t o t h e p u b l i c t h e y a r e r e p r e s e n t i n g . T h i s R e -
p o r t i s d e a l i n g w i t h Ma d e r a C o u n t y F i r e S t a t i o n n umb e r 8 ,
a l s o k n own a s I n d i a n L a k e s F i r e S t a t i o n , a l s o k n own a s t h e
C a s i n o S t a t i o n , a l s o k n own a s t h e Ch u k c h a n s i F i r e S t a t i o n .

I u r g e y o u t o g o o n l i n e a n d r e a d t h i s a n d o t h e r r e p o r t s b y
g o i n g t o www.m a d e r a g r a n d j u r y. o r g . O n t h e l e f t s i d e o f t h e
p a g e c l i c k o n “G r a n d J u r y R e p o r t s . ”

Wh a t f o l l ow s w i l l b e G r a n d J u r y r e c omme n d a t i o n s f o l -
l ow e d b y D .O .G . c ommen t s , o p i n i o n s o r c l a r i f i c a t i o n s .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 1 : T h e s t a t i o n ' s e m e r g e n c y p o w e r s y s t e m
s h o u l d b e e x p a n d e d t o i n c l u d e t h e f i r e c r e w ’s l i v i n g q u a r t e r s .

D . O . G . : Th i s s t a t i o n h a s a l o t o f h i s t o r y b e h i n d i t . I t w a s
d e s i g n e d a n d b u i l t w i t h man y f i n g e r s i n t h e p i e . T h i s i s o n e o f
t h e many Coun t y p r o j e c t s d e s e r v i n g o f t h e d e s c r i p t i o n “STUM-
BLE , BUMBLE & FLUSH . ” F i r s t t h e y s t umb l e r i g h t p a s t g o o d
p l a n n i n g , b umb l e t h e e x e c u t i o n o f t h e c o n t r a c t s a n d c o n s t r u c -
t i o n a n d i n e v i t a b l y f l u s h m a n y o f o u r t a x d o l l a r s d ow n t h e
d r a i n .

T h e s t a t i o n ' s e m e r g e n c y p o w e r s y s t e m i s n o t s o m e t h i n g
t h a t s h o u l d n e e d e x p a n d i n g . Th e em e r g e n c y g e n e r a t o r i s i n
t h e s y s t em . I t d o e s n ’ t t a k e a r o c k e t s c i e n t i s t t o f i g u r e o u t t h a t
i f y o u h a v e a f a c i l i t y w i t h eme rg e n c y b a c k u p i t s h o u l d i n c l u d e
a c o u p l e o f p l u g s f o r t h e f r i d g e , f r e e z e r , d i s p a t c h r a d i o a n d a
c o u p l e o f l i g h t s i n t h e l i v i n g q u a r t e r s f o r t h e s t a f f .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h i s w a s o n l y a sma l l g l i t c h o f m a n y i n t h e
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e s t a t i o n .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 2 : T h e f u n d i n g , s t a f f i n g a n d e q u i p m e n t
n e e d s f o r t h e s t a t i o n s h o u l d b e r e v i e w e d . A t t h e e a r l i e s t o p -
p o r t u n i t y, t h e Memo r a n d um o f Und e r s t a n d i n g (MOU) w i t h t h e
T r i b e s h o u l d b e am e n d e d t o r e f l e c t t h e n ew p e r s o n n e l a n d
e q u i pm e n t r e q u i r em e n t s r e s u l t i n g f r om t h e C a s i n o e n l a r g e -
m e n t .

D . O . G . : T h i s i s a c l a s s i c “ S . B . & F. ” b u t o f a d i f f e r e n t
c o l o r . A s i s t h e c a s e w i t h m a n y a g r e em e n t s o r MOU s t h e
Co u n t y “ n e g o t i a t e s , ” t h e o t h e r p a r t y g e t s t h e e l e v a t o r a n d t h e
t a x p a y e r s g e t t h e s h a f t . F i r s t o u r “ n e g o t i a t o r s s t umb l e i n , t h e n
o u r C o u n t y C o u n s e l b umb l e s t h e r e v i ew o f t h e r am i f i c a t i o n s
o f p r o v i s i o n s i n t h e d o c umen t , t h e n ( y e s , y o u g u e s s e d i t ) o u r
t a x d o l l a r s g e t f l u s h e d . We don ’ t h a v e a r e q u i r emen t t o r e q u i r e
a n y t h i n g : t h e r e i s n o p r o v i s i o n f o r e x p a n s i o n f o r e i t h e r t h e
n ew t owe r o r a n y t h i n g a d d e d i n t h e f u t u r e .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 3 : M a d e r a C o u n t y B o a r d o f S u p e r v i s o r s
s h o u l d r e - e v a l u a t e p o t e n t i a l c o u n t y l i a b i l i t y w i t h r e s p e c t t o
t h e M e m o r a n d u m o f U n d e r s t a n d i n g .

Th e Bo a r d o f S u p e r v i s o r s ’ r e s p o n s e t o R e c ommend a t i o n 3 ?
“Co u n t y Co u n s e l a n d Cou n t y R i s k Man a g emen t w e r e a s k e d t o
a d v i s e o u r o f f i c e o n t h i s i s s u e o f l i a b i l i t y. B a s e d o n t h e i r r e -
s e a r c h , t h e l i a b i l i t y t o p r o v i d e f i r e p r o t e c t i o n d o e s n o t l i e
w i t h t h e C o u n t y. G o v e r nm e n t C o d e S e c t i o n 8 5 0 s t a t e s , ‘ N e i -
t h e r a p u b l i c e n t i t y n o r a p u b l i c emp l o y e e i s l i a b l e f o r f a i l u r e
t o e s t a b l i s h a f i r e d e p a r tm e n t o r o t h e rw i s e t o p r o v i d e f i r e p r o -

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Please see D.O.G. on P. 25

I wanted to be part of the solution, so I have
taken the same pay cut I asked of our County
Departments. I will not ask anyone to do what I am
not willing to do.

I am the only candidate with the experience
and the knowledge to get us through these
hard times.

I will continue to serve you, not as your full time
supervisor, but as your OVERTIME supervisor
because that’s what this job has always
demanded from someone who truly cares.

3/
10

Click on “Local News” at



By Randy Bailey

Sometimes the answer to vexing
questions just seem so obvious you
wonder why those mired up to their
hips in the midst of their problem can’t
just stop, look around and then say,
“Oh yeah ... I see now.”

One of the first examples that
comes to mind is how every year dur-
ing the summer up at Avocado Lake in
Fresno County there is invariably an
adult who drowns. As sad as that statis-
tic is, what’s more disturbing is that
usually the adult drowns in about 3 feet
of water. My good friend pointed out
that unless the adult is 2 foot 11, here’s
a suggestion: Stand up! If you’re 4 feet
tall and you’re at Avocado Lake and
you discover you’re under three feet of
water and it’s getting hard to breathe,
stand up! Your head will be a foot
above the water that’s trying to drown
you.

Just stand up!
There’s a movement afoot across

the land that suggests that Barack
Obama wasn’t actually born in Hawaii,
as he claims, therefore making him not
native born and ineligible to be presi-
dent of the United States. The folks
who subscribe to this theory are called
“birthers” by those with opposing
viewpoints. Now, for the most part, I
think these are the same folks who
think there is a conspiracy by the Ma-

sonic Lodge, the Rockefellers and
Opus Dei to control fluoridation of
drinking water. Obama’s citizenship is
a non-issue that only the die-hards re-
fuse to let go of, and it’s that mentality
that breeds conspiracy theories and the
like. However, what’s so upsetting
about all of this is there’s a “stand up!”
option here that would put all of this
silliness to rest once and for all, but the
Obama camp refuses to do it.

Right now in Hawaii, requests for
Obama’s birth certificate are running at
the rate of between 10 to 20 per week,
week in and week out. Several of those
requests are from the same people over
and over again trying to wear down the
officials’ resistance. Their objection is
that they keep getting copies of copies,
and never once have they been copies
of the actual birth certificate. For the
officials it’s time consuming and is be-
coming a huge waste of time and
money. Just this week, Hawaii’s House
Judiciary Committee was considering
bill SB2937 that would give govern-
ment officials the right to ignore per-
sistent requesters.

See the “stand up!” moment yet?
Dr. Chiyome Fukino is Hawaii’s

Health Director and he and the state’s
registrar of vital statistics have verified
that they have seen Obama’s original
vital records and that Hawaii’s Health
Department holds Obama's original
birth certificate.

Just Stand Up!

Plutarch warned,
“The real

destroyer of
the liberties

of the people
is he who

spreads
among them

bounties,
donations and

benefits.”

Editorial

OK, so show it. Case closed. End
of discussion. Next!

Stand up!
I mean, for God’s sake, you have to

produce seven different forms of iden-
tification to cash a check at WalMart --
is it too much to ask the president to
produce just one? All he’s got to do is
“stand up!” and we’re done.

And yet he refuses.
Hawaiian Congresswoman Cynthia

Thielen asks, "Do we really want to be
known internationally as the Legisla-
ture that blocked any inquiries into
where President Obama was born?
When people want to get more infor-
mation, the way to fuel that fire is to
say, 'We're now going to draw down a
veil of secrecy.'"

She’s right. The answer is right
there in front of everyone. All Obama
has to do is stand up! And yet instead
he’s chosen to tell all of us to sit down
and shut up.

Page 5
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ByEllenMester

TheRanchosLibraryhasnewhoursasofMarch1,2010:
Monday:CLOSED;Tuesday:CLOSED;Wednesday:11a.m.–6p.m.;Thursday:11a.m.

-6p.m.;Friday:11a.m.–4p.m.;Saturday:10a.m.–3p.m.;Sunday:CLOSED
Allof theMaderaCounty librarieshavenewreducedhours.Eight staffmembershave retiredand

will notbe replacedand thatmeans that the remainingstaffmust coverall five libraries. Ifyoudon’t see
us at theRanchosLibraryyoumayseeus at theMadera,NorthFork,Oakhurst orChowchilla libraries
onsomedays. It isadifficultadjustmentforourcommunitiesandforourstaffbutwewill learn toadjust
andhopefullywewill rideout thisdifficult timewithgraceandstrength.

Don’tworry ifyourbooksaredueondays thatweareclosed.Youwillnotbefinedfor thosedays.
If ourbookdrop isoverflowing,pleasedonot forceyourbooks into thebox. Just return themwhenwe
areopenandletusknowsothatwecanmakeadjustments toyouraccount.Pleaserememberthatweno
longeracceptchecksfor fines.Cashonly.Weapologizefor the inconveniencebut it isnecessary tokeep
ourcostsas lowaspossible.

Flatlander’sDay
Oneofthemostimportanteventsofourcommunityisrapidlyapproaching–the20thAnnualFlat-

lander’sDayParadeandCraftShowonMay8at theMaywoodCenter.Yes, it’sbeen20yearssince the
parade began and endedwith the grand opening of the Ranchos Library. Early Ranchos residents re-
memberitwasOctober1990andtheparadestartedfromWebsterSchooltravelingdownthesidestreets
until itreachedtheRanchosLibrary.CountyLibrarianJeannineSemrau,SupervisorRickJensenandthe
FriendsoftheRanchosLibraryheldaribboncuttingceremonyattheentrancetothelibrary.MervenVick
andLenWilcox, asFriendsof theRanchosLibrary,were theoriginatorsof theparadeandworked tire-
lessly tobringa library to theRanchos. Insubsequentyears theCraftShowevolvedandtheparadepor-
tion in2004becamesponsoredby theGoldenValleyChamberofCommerce.Proceeds fromtheCraft
ShowgototheFriendsoftheRanchosLibrary,whosupplyuswithallthenewbooksonCD,DVDsand
programs.This event is ourmost important fundraiser for the library. If youwould likeaboothormore
information please call 645-1214or stop by for an application.The parade is sponsored by theGolden
ValleyChamberofCommerce.EntryapplicationscanbepickedupattheChamberoffice.Pleasecall645-
4001 for parade information. Support yourLibrary andChamberofCommercebyparticipating in this
event.

Adopt-a-BookProgram
Wehavenewteennon-fictionbooksondisplayforouradopt-a-bookprogram.Someof the topics

includeself-defenseforwomen,yoga,TaiChi,firstbudgetsmarts,careersinthemilitaryandcriminaljus-
tice,hotpoliticalissues,modern-dayslaveryandthreatstoourwatersupply.Apersonalizedbookplatein
thenameofyour choosing is available to anyonewhopurchases abook for the library.Help the library
bypurchasingabookanddonatingit to theRanchosLibrarycollection.

New Pre-school Story TimeDay: Story timewithMrs.Andersonwill now be every Thursday
morningat11a.m.Bringyourpre-schoolers foraspecialhourofstoriesandfun.

BookRecommendations
YoungAdultFiction:TheTreeShepherd’sDaughterby

GillianSummers.For15yearsKeelieHeartwoodwas raised
solelybyherhigh-poweredattorneymom,intheswankypart
ofL.A.until hermom’s suddendeath sendsher toColorado
andher long-lost father’sworldof traveling renaissance fes-
tivals.Miserableandfeelingtotallyoutofplace,Keeliemakes
plans to split until she begins to notice that she has some-
thingincommonwithsomeofthefestivaldwellers:pointed
ears.Well, Keelie actually only has one pointed ear. The
otherisnormal,indicatingamixedmarriageonherparents’
part.Thisdelightfulstoryincludesfairies,sprites,bhataand
otherassortednon-humanfolk.Teensandadultsbothwill
enjoythis lightheartedfantasy land.

AdultFiction:IntotheWildernessbySaraDonati.
Fans of DiannaGabaldon’sOutlander series will ap-
preciate the care anddetail of this excellent story set in
upstateNewYorkduring thesametimeperiodasGa-

baldon’s. In fact, several of her characters, includingClaire

FraserandIanMurray,arementionedinpassingwhentalkturnstothewar
withtheBritish.ButthisstorybeginswithElizabethMiddleton,considered
aspinsterat29,arrivinginAmericatoteachschoolinthewildernesstown
ofParadiseinupstateNewYorkwhereherfatherhaslivedformanyyears.
Unknown toElizabeth, however, is her father’splan tomarryheroff to
thetowndoctorinordertosettlehisdebts.Strong-willedbutwithagen-
uineheartfornatureandindigenouspeople,Elizabethbecomesknown
as“Bone-in-her-Back”bytheMohawksasshequicklygains their re-
spect. She also falls in love with Nathaniel Bonner— the absolute
wrongchoiceaccordingtoherfather.Forhistoricalromancebuffsthis
is abook tocherish.Thecharacters arewell-definedand theplothas
enoughtwists tomakeitamemorable tale.

Check out these books andmore at theRanchos Library and
don’t forgetyour librarycard–don’t leavehomewithout it!

The Bookshelf

Ranchos Library Users Face NewHours, LimitedAvailability fromCounty

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700

Guest Speaker Apr. 11-12
Pastor G. L. Johnson

Golden Valley Baptist
Pastor David Jones

www.GoldenValleyChurch.com

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer and
Bible Study 6 p.m.

April 4 ·································· Easter Sunday
April 11 ···································· G. L. Johnson
April 12 ······························· Special Monday

Service with G. L. Johnson

3/
10 Avenue 12
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Golden Valley Baptist Church
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10% OFF*

$94.99*

$6.99*

10% OFF*

10% OFF*

ALL E-Z CLOR Pool
and Spa Chemicals
(Excludes Tablets)

ALL Pool Toys and
Float Chemicals

ALL PVC Parts
and Chemicals

E-Z CLOR 3” Tablets
35 lb. Container

Dynamic Pool Season
3” Chlorine Floater

*with copy of ad · exp. 4-15-2010

all sale prices good with a copy of this ad only

NOW
OPEN!

Wight Water has been providing excellent, knowledgeable,

five-star customer service through its repair and

service department for over 15 years. We hope that we

can provide the same experience to our retail customers.

Pools and spas have always been great places for

family and friends to gather around. Our mission is to

help pool and spa owners with their pool and spa chemicals

and equipment to make their pools more enjoyable.

We will be carrying one of the most extensive

selections of Pentair products available, offering

friendly service in a small town environment, but

still remaining competitively priced.

JJoonn  HHeeffffeerrnnaann

Primary
Distributor

for
Pentair • Sta-Rite • Polaris

New energy efficient pumps
can save you $700-$1,200
per year in electricity!

GRAND OPENING CEREMONY
PRIZES • FOOD • FREE STUFF

APRIL 10

$15 in-store cleaner repairs
$45 in-store pump repairs

We stock toys, floating devices, PVC
fittings, pumps, filters, salt chlorinators,

controllers, parts and
pool and spa chemicals

3/
10
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$10.25
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The star of the show! Crab crab and more
crab. Add all the pasta, salad and bread you
could eat and no one went home hungry.

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
President Travis Hart kept an eye on the pro-
ceedings and served as emcee for the evening.

A big part of the silent auction was the
signed memorabilia ranging from sports heroes
to movie stars to rock stars.

The live auction was one of the most lively
in years. The bids were fast and furious on items
ranging from vacations to barbecues.

To make sure everything was running
smoothly at the front door, VirginiaVick (right) en-
listed the help of Jordan Sciacqua and Bev Delk.

A capacity crowd filled the theater at Lib-
erty High School and spilled over into the cafe-
teria where silent auction items were displayed.

Chamber Secretary Bev Delk (left) adjusts
an auction item as Pam Glueck, Kimberly Kirk
and Diana Tucker plan their auction strategies.

Awesome table help came from students
from Liberty High representing Key Club, Cali-
fornia Scholastic Federation and LHS Softball.

Having a Crabby Time at the 7th Annual Chamber Crab Feed
For the seventh year in a row, the Ranchos community has turned out in capacity numbers to help support the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce at the Chamber’s sin-

gle biggest fundraiser of the year. Over 250 guests dined on all-you-can-eat crab, pasta salad and bread and then got to enjoy getting competitive for both silent and live auction
items. In addition to business members, the Chamber also has a good number of non-business members who appreciate the work the Chamber does for the community.

Pictures courtesy of John Glueck
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It’s Official! Coffee Drinking is Good for Your Health!
Drinking coffee in moderate amounts during middle age may reduce the risk of dementia and

Alzheimer's disease in the elderly according to a new study done in Finland and Sweden.
Those who drank three to five cups of coffee per day in midlife were much less

likely to have developed dementia or Alzheimer's disease in follow-up checks
two decades or more later, the researchers said in a recent
issue of the Journal of Alzheimer's Disease.

Here’s to your good health!

3/
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37164 Avenue 12 #102, Madera Ranchos • 645-1225

The LOWEST
Possible Prices
in the Ranchos

37167 Ave. 12
645-1306

forLiquor,
Beer,Wine&
Cigarettes

BEST SELE
CTION

BEST SERV
ICE

BEST PRIC
ES!
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The Best selection of Liquor, Wine and Beer in the Ranchos!

BUD, BUD LT. 15-PAK ................................ $9.99
COORS, COORS LT. 18-PAK .................. $11.49
NATURAL LT., KEYSTONE 30-PAK ....... $12.99
BUD, BUD LT.,
COORS, COORS LT. 30-PAK .................. $19.99

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE • EXP. 4-30-10 • PRICES +TAX, CRV

TECATE 20-PAK ....................................... $10.99
CORONA, HEINEKEN,
NEW CASTLE 12-PAK ............................. $11.99

750 ML WINE AS LOW AS .......................... $1.99
PEPSI, COKE & 7UP PRODUCT 12-PAKS $3.99

2 LITER BOTTLES 2 for $3

BARTON or TAKKA VODKA 1.75 L ........ $10.99
BLACK VELVET 1.75 L ............................ $14.99
ABSOLUT (100 PROOF) 1 L .................... $17.99
SAUZA GOLD or SILVER 1.75 L ............. $19.99

has already been hit hard with reductions
and most of the looming and further budget
cut options are severe, and more unpalat-
able. The reality is the homeless animal
population will suffer and, unwanted, the
dogs and cats will likely pay the ultimate
price for human fiscal irresponsibility.

Shelter volunteers had recently cele-
brated increasing their “save rate” for shel-
ter animals adopted or sent to outside
rescue groups from 28 to 35 percent, a
small, hard-won increase now unlikely to
be sustained.

Shelter Hit Hard with Layoffs
Gross said starting March 1, 2010, the

animals at the Madera CountyAnimal Shel-
ter will have a quarter less staff – five less
employees to take care of the same number
of animals.

“Three positions were eliminated and
two employees took the retirement option.
These staff reductions are a direct result of
the fiscal crisis that the County of Madera is
facing, reportedly as large of a shortage of
at least $4.9 million,” Gross said.

The Animal Services Department has
been asked to decrease expenditures
$160,000 for the fiscal year 2010/2011.
More cuts, and more possible layoffs, are
being considered, as the County struggles
to narrow the financial gap, according to
Gross.

“The loss of these important positions
to our department is devastating,” said
Gross. “We are expecting a record year of
unwanted animals pouring into the shelter;
over 10,000 animals this coming year.
That’s over 1,000 more than last year. Each
of these animals needs care – a place to rest,
food, water and more. These animals need
this care seven days a week. We can’t just
put them on the shelf and deal with it an-
other day.”

More Service Reductions
To the Public

The public will see a further reduction
in animal control services as the remaining
staff is spread even thinner and the depart-
ment struggles to continue providing serv-
ices to the community and care for more of
its homeless animals. The shelter has al-
ready closed its doors to the public for ad-
ministrative services two Fridays a month
and has reduced service and telephone
hours.

“Since our really busy season is just
around the corner – over 1,000 animals
each month impounded during the months
of March, April, May, and June – we are
truly concerned that we can provide the
necessary care and services for such an
overabundance of unwanted animals,”

Gross said. “Caring for these innocent ani-
mals is our first priority. We will respond to
emergencies as quickly as possible and gen-
eral animal services requests will be ad-
dressed as we can get to them. We are also
asking that the public be patient with us, as
we attempt to adjust to these catastrophic
cut backs.”

Less animal control staff will be avail-
able to protect the public from vicious dogs
running at large and respond to other animal
emergencies in the community, according to
Gross. Animal Control officers often re-
spond to injured animals along roadsides
and cases of alleged animal cruelty.

Increasing Dog Licensing
Only Option Left

Gross said the dog population was es-
timated at a minimum of 75,000 dogs in
Madera County and that dog licensing com-
pliance was extremely low, estimating less
than 5 per cent of those dogs were licensed
and properly vaccinated.

“If the majority of these dogs had their
rabies vaccines and were licensed – as re-
quired by law – the revenue would provide
all the funding needed to run the entire An-
imal Services Department with a full com-
plement of staff, which is approximately $1
million annually,’ gross said. “If theAnimal
Services Department can find additional
revenue, we can get some of our employ-
ees back and bring our service levels back
to more acceptable levels. The department

3/10

SHELTER cont. from P. 2

Please see SHELTER on P. 11
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2010 Flatlander’s Day
Parade Day: Saturday,May 8, 2010 • $10 Entry Fee
Group Individual Business

Parade begins at 10 a.m. Sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.

Parade route: Avenue 12 from Topper to Kensington
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials
and agree to release parade officials from any and all re-
sponsibility from loss, damage, and/or injury to any person

or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Group or Business Name
Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? Yes No
Approx. number of participants Approx. length ft.
EntryCategory (selectONEmostcloselysuitingyourentry):
Horses (Single) Horses (Group) Explain:
Band/Music Name:
Floats (Non-profit) Name:
Floats (Business) Name:
Floats (Other) Name:
Children’s Groups Name:
Dance Groups Name:
Single Entry (Children) Name:
Single Entry (Adult) Name:
Novelty Name:
Vehicles (Cars/Trucks/Motorcycles):
Addtional information:

Phone:

Bring, fax or mail this form by May 1 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 • Fax 645-4002 • Call 645-4001

Parade Sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

Signature: Date:

3/
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10770 Highway 41 • Madera, CA 93636 • 559-431-1311

creative
fun for
your kid

s
we now carry

TRAMPOLINES!
starting at$1199

You want the best for your kids. Rainbow Play
Systems is America’s most trusted brand name
for over 1 million kids and counting.

EASTER
SPECIAL!
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10

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

is therefore launching a campaign to get
more rabies vaccine and dog licensing com-
pliance in the community.”

According to Gross, licensing and
other fees were in the process of being re-
viewed and will likely be increased in the
near future. Animal control officers have
also been writing more tickets and issuing
fewer warnings about failure to license as
in the past. Citations for an unlicensed and
unvaccinated dog start at $78 for a first of-
fense and can go as high $150 with court
costs.

Gross said humans contacting the
deadly rabies virus is the main concern be-
hind the legal vaccination requirement. The
rabies virus is mainly spread through saliva
from animal bites, and sometimes scratches
that break the skin.

“Rabies is a disease that is fatal to hu-
mans and other susceptible animals,” gross
said. “Rabies vaccines protect your pets and
our community. It is one of the few diseases
than can spread from animals to people
with deadly effects. Vaccinating your pets
will protect your pet, your family and the
community. Rabies vaccines are also re-
quired by law for all dogs over four months
of age. Animal Services also recommends
rabies vaccines for cats. However, there is
no legal requirement for cats to have rabies
vaccines yet.”

Licensing Your Dog Helps
Other Homeless Animals

Not only does getting your dog li-
censed support the animal shelter, it has
other benefits to the dog owner. The ra-
bies vaccine is $6 and protects your dog,
your family and the community from this
deadly disease. Licensing the pet will
keep pet owners in compliance with the
law. Non-compliance can result in cita-
tions, fines, court costs and hundreds of
dollars in added fines and expenses. A pet

wearing a current license will get a free
ride home if picked up by anAnimal Serv-
ices Officer in Madera County.

Dogs must be vaccinated for rabies
prior to being licensed and proof of rabies
vaccination is required. Gross said if a pet
is brought into the shelter wearing a li-
cense tag, the owner will be notified and
the animal will be held 10 days instead of
only three days as with unlicensed strays.

“Licensing can save the life of your
pet. Early compliance with rabies vac-
cines and licensing can prevent costly ci-
tations from animal control. It will give
your dog a free ride home, will provide
him with a longer stay if he ends up at the
shelter. The additional revenue from li-
censing will also directly benefit the shel-
ter operations and the 10,000 homeless
pets we are expecting in Madera County
in 2010,” said Gross.

Rabies vaccines can only be adminis-
tered by a licensed veterinarian. Local
veterinarians can provide your pet with
the required rabies vaccine. Another op-
tion would be to attend local low-cost vac-
cination clinics. The Madera Animal
Services Department has partnered with
Dr. David Dierberger to provide rabies
and other vaccines once a month at the
Animal Shelter. Licensing can also be
done at the shot clinics Gross said.

The low cost vaccination clinic at the
Madera County Animal Services location
is held the first Saturday of each month at
the animal shelter at 14269 Road 28. The
clinics are open to the public from 10 a.m.
to noon, with no appointments necessary.
The rabies vaccine is $6 and all other
shots are available at a reduced rate.

Licensing in the county is $8 per year
for altered dogs and $16 for unaltered
dogs. The rates for seniors over 65 years
of age are $4 for altered pets and $8 for
unaltered pets. For any other questions re-
garding the low cost vaccination clinics,
please call 675-7891.

3/
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When only the best will do
for your style statement,
see the team at The Edge. follow us

on
Facebook

SHELTER cont. from P. 10



By Bob Crabb

“When they brought the colt to
Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, He
sat on it. Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, while others spread
branches they had cut in the fields.
Those who went ahead and those who
followed shouted, ‘Hosanna!’ ‘Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the
Lord!’ ‘Blessed is the coming kingdom
of our father David!’ ‘Hosanna in the
highest!’ Jesus entered Jerusalem and
went to the temple.” (Mark 11:7-11)

Palm Sunday, the Sunday prior to
Easter Sunday, is sometimes looked at
like a celebration. In many churches
Palm Sunday is
marked by palm
leaves and a pro-
cession of clergy,
acolytes, the choir,
the children, and
sometimes the
congregation. But
really, the joy of
Jesus coming into
town was only to
set up the lynching
and betrayal of
Christ. On Palm
Sunday, they were
cheering Jesus.
They were patting
Him on the back
and shaking His
hand. But in a
short time, these
same folks were
going to hand Him
over to be crucified. They handed an
innocent man over to be crucified and
no one did anything about it. Where
was Peter, always with his big talk?
Where were the followers of Jesus?
The church has often been absent dur-
ing times of injustice.

A Golden Oldie
Have you ever heard that 1971

song called “Smiling Faces” by the
group "Undisputed Truth”? It is a song
about people who smile in your face,
but plot against you later. If you can,
picture a movie of Jesus coming into
Jerusalem with all these smiling faces
cheering Him on. Matthew 21:8 de-
scribes the situation very well: “A very
large crowd spread their cloaks on the
road, while others cut branches from
the trees and spread them on the road.
The crowds that went ahead of Him

and those that followed shouted,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name
of the Lord!’ ‘Hosanna in the high-
est!’” In your mind’s eye of this scene,
imagine the song “Smiling Faces”
playing in the background: “Smiling
faces sometimes pretend to be your
friend; smiling faces show no traces of
the evil that lurks within. Smiling
faces they don't tell the truth ...”

The people had welcomed Jesus
like a hero! They had found someone
in Jesus who they thought was going to
deliver them from the cruel Roman op-
pression, deliver them from the arro-
gance of religious leaders, deliver

them from the
greed of political
leaders and deliver
them from the rav-
ages of cruel
poverty and sick-
ness. The people
had watched Jesus
and they had fol-
lowed His every
word. Everyone
loved Jesus when
He healed, they
loved Jesus when
He saved, they
loved Jesus when
He took on the au-
thorities and they
loved Jesus when
He reached out to
the marginalized.
When Jesus came
into Jerusalem

they all shouted: "Hosanna to the Son
of David! Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!"

But then something happened.
Soon they wanted him crucified. Was
it because He didn't live up to their
expectations? Was it because He did-
n't do something they wanted Him to
do or was it because they resented
something He had done? “Those peo-
ple” who are smiling at Jesus and pat-
ting Him on His back, “those people”
shaking His hand, shouting His name
and trying to get close to Him, “those
people” trying to show Jesus how
much they care only to crucify Him
later ... “those people” are the heart of
every sinner who finds the need for
the Savior.

The Pastor’s Desk

Smiling Faces Often Hide the Truth

Jesus is crucified somewhere
every day. Palm Sunday is a scan-
dal. Palm Sunday is a day when
human nature is shown to be un-
trustworthy. Palm Sunday is an at-
tempt to make a bloody crucifixion
look pretty. The magnificent idea
of Jesus Christ is that Jesus
walks right into the middle of all
of our Palm Sundays and He is
surrounded by our smiling faces.
He knows that we are the one
who are going to crucify Him,
someday, somehow. But Jesus
still shows up.

Please see PASTOR on P. 15
Click on “Local News” at
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The more efficient a system, the less fuel
it uses, and the better it is for the
environment. ENERGY
STAR®-qualified York Affinity
Furnaces have an off-the-
charts efficiency rating of
up to 98%.* As a matter of
fact, the York Affinity Mod-
ulating Furnace is the
most efficient gas-fired
residential furnace on the
market today. Rather than simply switching on or off, it works
like a dimmer switch—evenly replacing the amount of heat
leaving the home and automatically adjusting itself to maintain
the desired temperature setting. Quiet, eco-friendly Affinity sys-
tems save energy, money, and the planet. Now that feels nice.
* Annual Fuel Utilization Efficiency (AFUE) ratings up to 98% on select models, no
lower than 97.5% on all models with variable speed motor.

Available on select systems. Call your York Dealer for details.
UP TO $1,500 TAX CREDIT

The eco-friendly
York Affinity™
Series Furnaces.

3/
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“WeAre Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & SantaAna

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIETWORLD MEDICALGROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!

3
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The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer

SAVE ENERGY!
BEAUTIFYYOUR HOME! REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing increases energy efficiency while reducing out-
side noise like award-winning Milgard replacement windows.
Locally made and serviced, Milgard offers an industry leading
lifetime guarantee. If your home is ready for a makeover, call
Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

CONTACT US TODAY FORAFREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583
Madera Glass & Mirror Co. • 1825 Howard Rd., Madera

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

O.A.C.

3
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www.bedrockeng.com
559.645.4849

our Madera Ranchos office!
For a free consultation, call

A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map
Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

Senior Report

18thAnnual Home&Garden Show
By Eleanore Burchell

Be sure to mark your calendar for
Saturday, April 3 so you can come and
spend some time with us at the 18th
Annual Home & Garden Festival. A
biscuit and gravy breakfast will be
served at 6:30 a.m. A BBQ lunch will
offer hamburgers, hot dogs and pulled
pork sandwiches from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. Vendors will be here with many
interesting items both outdoors and
some in the main building. The Ran-
chos/Hills Seniors, Inc., located at
37330 Berkshire, has been holding
planning meetings preparing for our
18th Annual Home & Garden Festival
and if you or a friend would like to be
one of our ven-
dors, please call
Joann at 645-4864
or Ruth Baker at
645-5807. There
are also going to
be raffle tickets
available at $1
each or 6 for $5.
First prize is a
Dell computer
with monitor, sec-
ond prize is a
$250 shopping
spree at Ranchos
Market and third
prize is a GPS
navigation system.
Live music is going to be provided by
The Shades of Grey.

Those in charge of the garden sec-
tion are diligently working to obtain
trees and plants of all kinds to have
available and waiting for you. Also,
the Treasure House is collecting and
sorting its displays. Everyone is in-
vited to come and see us on April 3
from 6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

We are also planning our Second
Annual Cycle for the Seniors Bike
Ride to be held on April 17. For more
information on time, start, route, fin-
ish, etc., please call Joann at 645-
4864. Please mark your calendar for
both of these events so you don’t for-
get. Remember, forgetfulness is a “se-
nior thing.”

The garden section has a variety
of trees. Trees and shrubs planted at
this time of year have a greater
chance to do well as the roots can set-
tle into cool soil and provide less
shock to the plant. The fruit trees are
waiting for someone to come and take

them to a happy home soon. We also
have many flats of flowing plants to
brighten up your yard for spring.

The Treasure House will be open
as they have received many new items
to show you. There will be bake and
boutique sales on the patio and the
boutique section has displays of neck-
laces, earrings, paintings and antiques
and many more interesting items. The
produce section has several varieties
of persimmons and many different jel-
lies. George’s garden is doing well
and we have fresh vegetables. We also
invite you to stop in to find out what
else is on sale now. Just in time for
Easter are beautiful, handmade Easter
baskets for that special little one an-

ticipating the ar-
rival of the Easter
bunny. Prices start
at just $5. Re-
member – the
plant, produce and
boutique sections
are available
Monday through
Friday from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. and
T h u r s d a y
evenings between
6 and 9 p.m.

Did you know
two nurses from
the Madera
County Health

Department Periodically come to the
center to give FREE checkups? The
screenings include personal health
history reviews, blood pressure
checks and blood sugar checks. Low-
cost blood tests are available, nutri-
tion and health education is available
and referrals to medical providers and
community services, if needed, can be
made. Their health screenings of
adults, age 50 and OVER, at the cen-
ter result ONLY when they receive
your calls. If you are interested in tak-
ing advantage of their services, call
Carla or Melody at 675-7893 to make
an appointment.

We celebrate the Birthdays and
Anniversaries of our members by
going out to breakfast, lunch or din-
ner at a different place each month.
On March 13 we went to Cazadores
Mexican Restaurant in Madera. As al-
ways, we had a fun time. On Saturday,
April 10 we will celebrate our April

Please see SENIORS on P. 21

Just in time for Easter are
beautiful, handmade Easter
baskets for that special little
one anticipating the arrival of
the Easter bunny. Prices start
at just $5. Remember – the
plant, produce and boutique
sections are available Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. and Thursday evenings
between 6 and 9 p.m.
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You know how I love to go on
the in te rne t fo r in format ion .
Well , when I went on the internet
looking for ideas for th is ar t ic le ,
be l i eve i t o r no t you can f ind a
rec ipe for jus t about any way to
cook a meat loa f . I found them
made wi th broken up s l i ced
bread , d r ied bread crumbs , oa t -
mea l , soda crackers or r i ce .
There a re rec ipes wi th ground
beef , pork , vea l , tu rkey, ho t or
mild sausage or a mixture of any
of them. If your family won’t ea t
the i r vege tab les , have you
thought of shredding a car ro t or
zucch in i in to your mea t loaf , o r
i f you don’t
l ike bi t ing into
a p iece of
cooked onion ,
how about
shredd ing i t? I
found a rec ipe
on the in te rne t
fo r mea t loa f
made with Mir-
ac le Whip and
then the top-
p ing was made
wi th Mirac le
Whip. As much as I l ike Miracle
Whip, I don’t th ink I would l ike
i t in or on my meat loa f . Years
ago I had a g i r l work ing for me
tha t made her mea t loaf wi th
cubed cheddar cheese in i t . So
see , as long as you have some
ground meat to s ta r t wi th , you
can make a meat loaf . I ’ve even
got one made wi th sauerkrau t
be low. Don’t wr ink le up your
nose jus t yet – i t i s yummy. And
for as many di ffe ren t ways to
make a meat loaf there are almost
as many ways to cook i t . Most of
the rec ipes I read sugges t a 350
degree oven but i t can be cooked
in a loaf pan, glass or meta l cake
pan, large pie pan, formed into a
loaf on a cookie sheet (make sure
i t has r idges to ho ld the dr ip -
pings) or you can even cook i t in

a muff in pan . I th ink the muff in
pan would be fun for k ids – i t
would be jus t thei r s ize .

When we l ived in San Fran-
c isco dur ing WWII we would go
to the mea t marke t fo r a l l our
meat . They didn’t have a butcher
depar tment in the grocery s to re
then (or no t in the one we
shopped in anyway) . I remember
mama would a lways buy two
pounds of ground beef and one
pound ground pork every t ime
she was going to make meat loaf .
L ike so many of the th ings she
made , mea t loa f i s no t wr i t t en
down anywhere , but I know how
she made i t .

MAMA’S MEAT LOAF
2 pounds ground beef
1 pound ground pork
1 medium onion chopped
2 eggs
2 or 3 slices of bread
Milk
Salt and Pepper to taste
In large mixing bowl, mix the

meats together with the onion and
set aside. In
small bowl mix
the eggs with a
fork and the
bread that has
been broken into
small pieces
adding just
enough milk to
make it moist .
Add this mix to
the meat and
add the salt and
pepper. Bake in

a 350 oven for 45 minute to an
hour. Let sit in the baking pan for
15 to 20 minutes before slicing.

This makes a family sized
loaf . For just one or two people
adjust accordingly, using one
pound of ground meat , one egg
and one sl ice of bread and
chopped onion to taste. REMEM-
BER meatloaf is how your family
l ikes i t : oatmeal or crackers in-
s tead of bread; add a can of
tomato sauce; put catsup or bar-
beque sauce on top before baking.
Add your own personal touches
and your family will love it .

Right Seasoning
I think I have told you before

in another article how to test if you

by Jean Briner

REMEMBER meatloaf is
how your family likes it: oat-
meal or crackers instead of
bread; add a can of tomato
sauce; put catsup or barbeque
sauce on top before baking. Add
your own personal touches and
your family will love it.

Please see RECIPE on P. 27

Yosemite Mountain
Sugar Pine Railroad

Ride the Logger

www.yosemitethisyear.com
559-683-7273
56001 Yosemite Hwy 41, Fish Camp, CA 93623

... for the scenic Narrow Gauge Railway ex-
cursions on authentic steam-powered locomo-
tives or Model-A powered rail cars.

All Aboard!

Operating Daily
Highway 41, 60 miles north of Fresno,
4 miles south of Yosemite National
Park.

Please check our Website for schedule
information.

3/
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RYF CHEERLEADING!
WEDNESDAY

APRIL 14

6 P.M. AT S
IERRA VIEW

MULTIPUR
POSE ROO

M ANINFORMATIONALMEETING ANDSIGN-UPS

FORMORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT KAREN HIGGINBOTHAM
CHEER COORDINATOR AT 645-4570 or 706-6330

If your child wants to join the fun cheering with RYF cheer teams, attend the
informational meeting at Sierra View on April 14 in the multipurpose room.

MIGHTY MIGHTS: AGES 5-7 (Birth date between 01/01/02 and 12/31/04)
PEE WEE HAWKS: AGES 8-10 (Birth date between 01/01/00 and 12/31/02)
JUNIOR HAWKS: AGES 10-12 (Birth date between 01/01/98 and 12/31/00)
SENIOR HAWKS: AGES 12-14 ( Birth date between 01/01/96 thru 12/31/98)
You must bring: Photocopy of Birth Certificate · Current Photo

Report Card from January 2010

3/10

Meatloaf Mania
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516W. Shaw, Suite #105
Fresno, CA 93704

We are looking for nurturing and loving homes
for children placed in foster care.We provide
support, training,and reimbursement to our fos-
ter families. For more details, please contact
Michelle at (559) 222-5437.

(559) 222-5437

Foster Parents Needed

www.transitionschildrensservices.org 3/
10
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24 oz. beer in cans 89¢ & 99¢
Newcastle & Corona 12 PK $11.99

16 oz. energy drinks 2 for $3
Pepsi 12 PK cans $3.99

Popov Vodka 1.75 L $14.99
Taaka Vodka 1.75 L $11.99
E&J Brandy 750 ml $6.99

Exp. 4-30-10 • Ranchos location only • all prices plus applicable tax+CRV

RANCHOS VALERO • 37047 AVE 12 • 645-4541

NOW

ACCE
PTING

FOOD

STAM
PS

DIESELFUEL
NOWAVAILABLE

3/
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The Evil Within
In our struggle to live as children

of God we are confronted with the evil
within ourselves. To our amazement it
is us, you and I, who are sometimes
shouting “crucify Him!” Sometimes
we are shouting to crucify each other.
On Palm Sunday, we can see our need
for Easter Sunday. Even the most
righteous of us can cop out at some
point. We are not going to be there
when someone needs us, we are going
to look away when someone asks for
help, we are going to be cowards when
our courage is demanded. Resent-
ments, anger and negative attitudes are
the seeds of all crucifixions. Jesus is
crucified somewhere every day. Palm
Sunday is a scandal. Palm Sunday is a
day when human nature is shown to be
untrustworthy. Palm Sunday is an at-
tempt to make a bloody crucifixion
look pretty. The magnificent idea of
Jesus Christ is that Jesus walks right
into the middle of all of our Palm Sun-
days and He is surrounded by our smil-
ing faces. He knows that we are the
one who are going to crucify Him,
someday, somehow. But Jesus still
shows up. Put Him up on the cross and

He still comes to us on Palm Sunday.
Unjustly accuse Him of some lie and
He still comes to us on Palm Sunday.
Spit in His face, beat Him up so bad
you can’t even recognize Him, put a
crown of thorns on His head and He
still comes to us on Palm Sunday. Be-
tray Him for 30 pieces of silver, desert
Him when He needs you the most, and
laugh at Him as He dies and He still
comes to us on Palm Sunday. Every
day is a Palm Sunday somewhere on
planet earth. But in name of Jesus
Christ, God says to us: “I know you
were out there on Palm Sunday with
your smiling face … but it is ok … go
ahead, start over again with My Son.”
Because Jesus walks into the Palm
Sundays of our lives, every day can be
an Easter Sunday, every day can be a
Resurrection into the love of God in
Jesus Christ.

"Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest heaven!"

Pastor Bob Crabb is the Pastor of
the Christian Mission Center meeting
at 36875 Avenue 12 (Loren Way and
Ave. 12). They worship Sundays at
10:30AM.

PASTOR cont. from P. 12
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Interlocking Paving Stone

Never Cracks • Lifetime Product Warranty
Dozens of Colors • Shapes & Styles

$$$ SAVE MONEY $$$
DO IT RIGHT THE 1ST TIME

Expert Design Service
Call for your FREE estimate today!

Lic. #306511

3/
10
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By Superintendent Koligian

Didyouknow thatGoldenValleyUnified
SchoolDistrict is the highest performingK-12
district inMaderaCounty and the second high-
estK-12 district in FresnoCounty according to
theStateAPI? GoldenValley has anAcademic
Performance Index of 820 and continues to
meet all targets under “No Child Left Be-
hind’s” Adequate Yearly Progress Accounta-
bility Measures. Choosing a high quality
education is one of the most important deci-
sions we make as parents for our children.
Golden Valley Unified also takes that respon-
sibility very seriously. We are welcoming stu-
dents who are residents of our district and
students from outside of our district. We also
welcome students of employees who work
within the boundaries of GoldenValley.

What is the purpose of a district market-
ing campaign? - As Golden Valley Unified is
preparing the budget for the upcoming 2010-
2011 school year,we are once again embarking
on a district marketing campaign with the ex-
pectation of increasing student enrollment
within the district and also promoting our
award-winning “district of excellence” within
the San Joaquin Valley. The greatest revenue
source in the district’s budget is accessed from
actual student enrollment and average daily at-
tendance. In 2008-2009GoldenValley experi-
enced a loss of 88 students which equated to
approximately a half million dollar decrease in
revenue. In 2009-2010 after a successful mar-

keting campaign, Golden Valley received 50
new inter-district transfers,manyofwhichwere
attributed to the last year’smarketing campaign.

Who is the target audience? - The 2010
marketing campaign will target parents who
want a high achieving school district for their
childrenwho live both in andout of the district.
Additionally, those parents or guardians who
work within the boundaries of Golden Valley
Unified may send their children to attend
Golden Valley schools. California law allows
business owners and their employees to regis-
ter their children in GVUSD if their employ-
ment address lies within the 85 square-mile
boundaries of GoldenValley Unified.

What is so unique about Golden Valley
Unified SchoolDistrict? -GoldenValleyUni-
fied is a district of approximately 2000 students
in grades kindergarten through grade 12. Our
district covers approximately 85 square miles
bordered by the San Joaquin River on the
south,Highway 145 on the north,Highway 41
on the east andMaderaUnified SchoolDistrict
on the west, encompassing the areas around
Children’s Hospital of Central California,
Rolling Hills, Madera Ranchos, Bonadelle
Ranchos and Triego. We have two elemen-
tary schools, one middle school, one high
school and five alternative educational pro-
gramsoffering independent study, continuation
high school, community day school and adult
education classes. To view a map of bound-
aries, go to www.gvusd.com or www.gvusd.
k12.ca.us.

Our schools offer a safe, secure learning
environment for students to growacademically
as well as socially. Students are nurtured by
highly competent and caring staff members.
Weoffer awardwinning schools and programs
to our students. Webster Elementary, Sierra
View Elementary, Ranchos Middle and Lib-
erty High School have all earned the presti-
gious recognition of California Distinguished
School. Webster Elementary is a state recog-
nizedGoldenBellAwardwinner for their suc-
cessful reading lab intervention program.
Sierra View Elementary earned the Golden
BellAward for theirCharacterCounts! charac-
ter education program. Webster Elementary
and Liberty High School were also named
2009 Honor Roll Schools by California Busi-
ness for Educational Excellence.

Ranchos Middle School is housed in a
new state-of-the-art facility that opened its

doors in August 2009. It offers many extra
and co-curricular opportunities for our stu-
dents including athletics, drama, leadership,
physical education enrichment programs
and a variety of clubs. Liberty High School
is a WASC-accredited high school, built in
2002. It offers a smaller learning commu-
nity with high quality academics, a wide va-
riety of extra and co-curricular activities,
including competitive athletic programs.
Liberty High School has a 100% graduation
rate and a high percentage of students eli-
gible for college-bound opportunities.

How will the district reach the com-
munity? - The 2010 marketing campaign
will encompass advertising in local news-
papers, radios stations, letters and pam-
phlets to community members, businesses,
billboard posters and contacts with local
real estate offices. The proposed timeline
for the campaign will be March through
June 2010, with a target goal of capturing
at least 20 new students

How can I enroll my child? - If you
have a student transferring into the district,
you can ascertain more information on the
Inter-District Transfer process by visiting
our website at www.gvusd.k12.ca.us or by
calling our district office at (559) 645-
7500.

To enroll a child in Golden Valley under
the Employment Based Residence Law (CA
EdCode 48204), parents/guardians are simply
asked to present a current paycheck stub or
business license to the Education ServicesDe-
partment at the GVUSD District Office; 559-
645-7500. Parents/guardians will need the
following documents to enroll their student at
the new school:

•Child’s birth certificate
•Child’s immunization records
•PG & E bill or renter’s agreement to es-

tablish a homemailing address.
Once enrolled in GVUSD, parents/

guardians must present annual proof of em-
ployment within the district’s boundaries.
While someGVUSDclassesmay be at enroll-
ment capacity, Educational Services staff will
workwith families to enroll the studentswhere
there is space available.

Registration for the 2010-2011 school
year is currently underway. For more infor-
mation contact Golden Valley Unified School
District at (559) 645-7500.

Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Sarah Koligian.

GVUSD Starts Marketing Campaign for 2010-2011 LHS Growing

Golden Valley School Bonds
Fund Construction Projects

By Rick A Diaz

Construction is underway at Liberty
High School on a new science building and
build-out of the athletic stadium. Harris
Construction Company Inc., the Devel-
oper, is managing construction of the proj-
ects. Site work began in late December of
2009. Concrete footings have been poured
for the science building and underground
utilities are complete. The concrete slab
was scheduled to be poured on Monday,
March 15 and wall framing should begin
soon after.

The home side bleachers in the athletic
stadiumhave been temporarilymoved onto
the football field and will be reinstalled as
permanent visitor bleachers once the earth-
work is complete on the east side of the
football field. Therewill be new home side
bleachers with a seating capacity of 1858
and a new press box placed on the west
side of the football field just outside the
track that is being expanded to eight lanes.
Completion of the stadium will also con-
sist of a larger paved parking lot south of
the stadium, relocating the scoreboard and
construction of a new concession building
with men’s and women’s restrooms, ticket
booth and equipment storage.

Despite the extremely active wet win-
ter, construction on the science building
should and the stadium is anticipated to be
complete in early fall in time for the 2010-
2011 Liberty High School Football season.
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CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED ROCK •

LANDSCAPEMATERIAL •
FILL DIRT •
TOP SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER ROCK •
BASE ROCK •
ROCK DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY BASE •

CONSTRUCTIONCLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

3/
10

Tailoring • Alterations • Repairs
Over 35 Years of Experience • Leathers and Much More!

Madlin’s Alterations • 645-4583
36733 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos

25 OFF%
Mon-Thu7a.m. - 6p.m. • Fri 7 a.m. - 5p.m. • Sat8a.m. -1 p.m.

your next alteration/repair at Madlin’s!

Ranchos Senior Citizens - you can take a full

3/
10

Service Schedule
Sunday 10 a.m.
Sunday 6 p.m.

AWANAChildren's Ministry
Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs.

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93636 559-645-0722

3/10
3/
10Ranchos Dental Care

& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
559-645-5320

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent Call the Ranchos Independent at 645-0634

Middle School Science FairWinners

Starting in the front row, the winners are (from left) Alex Toomajian, Nick Demera, Wyatt
Sanders, Tyler Northey and Julianna Wilson. In the middle row are Mr. Ketner, Jackson Ahart,
Courtney Cullins, Trevor Waag, Kathryn Fletcher, Kristyn Fletcher, Priscilla Estrada, Wade Wal-
lace and Ms. Ullrich. In the back row are Hunter O’Brian, Sean Smith, Emma Horanic, Madi-
son Jenkins and Scott McCoy.

Ranchos Middle School is proud of
its 2010 Science Fair winners. Pricipal
Shane Pinkard said, “Each and every year
our students put forth great effort and
shine with their results. This year is no
exception and we say, ‘Go Mustangs
cause Mustangs Rock!’”
A special “thank you” to science

teachers Mr. Ketner and Ms. Ullrich for
their hard work and diligence as well as
our parent involvement. The board rec-
ognized each of the winners on Tuesday,

March 9 at the regularly scheduled board
meeting.
The winners are Alex Toomajian,

Nick Demera, Wyatt Sanders, Tyler
Northey, Julianna Wilson, JacksonAhart,
Courtney Cullins, Trevor Waag, Kathryn
Fletcher, Kristyn Fletcher, Priscilla
Estrada, Wade Wallace, Hunter O’Brian,
Sean Smith, Emma Horanic, Madison
Jenkins, Scott McCoy, Roy Wolley, Re-
becca Mayfield, VanessaArellano, Haylee
Hoelzel and Macy Reagan.

Ranchos Middle School recently
held its Annual Swing Dance Competi-
tion. Competition took place in full cos-
tume during “Decade Day.” A special
thank you to P.E. teacher Mr. Norris
swing dance instructor Mr. Melvin.
The competition this year was stiff

but the honorable judges were able to
award first place trophies to Adan
Juaregui-Perez and Vanessa Arellano.
We would like to thank all of our

competitors and would like to remind
them to “keep on swinging!”

Middle Schoolers
“Keep Swinging”
ToWin Contest
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To Advertise Call
645-0634

LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISKAND THEREFORE HAS DECLAREDWEEDSASEA-
SONALAND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITYTO
ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL PROP-
ERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE ABATED
ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2010.”

Due to theweed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARDABATEMENTMUSTBEMAINTAINEDTHROUGHOUTTHE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THANONCEASWEEDSANDHAZARDSMAYRETURN.

3/10

Palm Plantation!

Sago Rey • 559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

3/10

3/10

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

3/10 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

On Tuesday, March 9, Sierra View’s Student Council sold over 100 Kid’s Day Newspapers.
One wonderful family, Art and Laurie Fringer, paid $100 for just one paper!  Sierra View helped
raise over $300 for a very worthy cause!  Great job kids and thank you Sierra View community!  

The annual “Countries Around the World” event was held at Sierra View on March 4.  The
display boards, research, costumes, music and foods were awesome and very authentic, showing
that each student had a solid understanding of what they had learned about their country.

Sierra View
Happenings
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DEFENSIVE FIREARMS
TRAINING, INC.

Making people safe every day
For the novice or expert

call 292-5805 or 217-1124
DEFENSIVE FIREARMS TRAINING, INC. • 2598 N. MIAMI AVE. • FRESNO • 93727 3/

10

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES

3/
10

3/10

PUBLIC NOTICE
PG&E “Smart Meters” are Coming to the Ranchos

A representative of PG&E will be available on Monday, March 22 at
6:30 p.m. at the Liberty High Cafeteria to answer your questions about
this new technology.

BE AT THIS MEETING SO YOU’RE NOT “SURPRISED”

MONDAY, MARCH 22
6:30 P.M.

LIBERTY HIGH CAFETERIA

3/
10

birthdays and anniversaries at the Ran-
chos’ own Ranchos Café at 11:30 a.m.

If you are new to the area, lonely
or just lost a spouse, we welcome you
to come to see us. We are here for you.
Many of our members have surely ex-
perienced your same situation.

THE UP SIDE
Jewels are the gift of fortune,

while character comes from within.

In the senior years, many need
someone to laugh with, so come join
our Thursday evening potlucks with
games played afterward. There is a lot
of fun here and remember: laughter is
good for your body and soul and
being happy does not mean everything
is perfect; it means you have decided
to see beyond the imperfections!

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch

program is available Monday through
Friday at 11:30 a.m. Suggested price
for 60 years and older is $1.75. Reser-
vations are needed a day in advance
so remember to call Joann at 645-
4864. We have a growing exercise
program being held on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 10:15
to 11:30 a.m. The participants are get-
ting more than just exercise by at-
tending. They have fun and share
laughs. There is still room for you and
you can attend all three days or just
one or two of them. The Line Dancing
class is held on Wednesdays from
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. This is fun and
also a great way to exercise. A new
jewelry making class will be starting
up on Thursday, April 22 and 29 from
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. We are going to be
making glass jewelry and a fee for the

class has not been determined yet.
You do not need to be a member to at-
tend these classes. We have a large
group, but there is always room for
one more: You! Fill your car with
your friends or neighbors. They will
enjoy finding new friends here, too.
Come in and check these classes out.

Up and Coming Events
April Birthday and Anniversary

Celebration – Ranchos Café Saturday
April 10 at 11:30 a.m.

April 17 – Seniors Benefit Bike
Ride

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch

Program, 11:30 a.m. Reservations
needed, call Joann at 645-4864

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?
Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15

to 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. Card

BINGO
Wednesday, Line Dancing, 12:30

to 2:30 p.m.
Thursday, 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Jew-

elry making class
Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then

Hand & Foot, Pinochle or other
games. Please bring your own plate
and silverware.

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 to
11:30 a.m.

Please feel free to come in and
visit our Senior Center and get ac-
quainted with our members. We wel-
come you to come and be one of us as
our organization offers and promotes
social, educational and civic activities
in order to provide a better quality of
life for all senior citizens. You have
received an invitation – hope to see
you soon?

SENIORS cont. from P. 13
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VELVET TOUCH
CARWASH
& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair
(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

B&M
Auto & Truck Parts

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience
Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas

License #B0006328

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-645-1132
559-442-0961

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

667744--77777700
HARDPAN DRILLING

• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Full Service
• Equipment

• Supplies
• Residential • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
338811--55887799

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

IInntteerrlloocckkiinngg  PPaavveerrss

444422--11999999444422--11999999
nnootthhiinngg  oouuttllaassttss  ppaavveerrss!!

wwwwww..rrllaaccyyiinntteerrlloocckkppaavveerrss..ccoomm

LLiicc..  ##330066551111

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

We’ve Got YOU Covered
BUSINESS • AUTO

HOME • FARM
HEALTH

BUSINESS • AUTO
HOME • FARM

HEALTH

Tony
Garcia   
call

645-1792
341-2002
431-3072
Lic. #OG11001

tony@valleyagins.com
Valley Ag Insurance

h

c

w
LIC. #313070

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR
“We cover 

your
problems!”

674-2320
Gerald Scheffing

Painting

KNIGHT &DAY
COMPUTERS

645-0122
• NEW AND USED LAPTOPS •

• PRINTERS • PARTS •

repairs experience

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

(559) 645-0634  
Today!

The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Apesky health problem should clear up soon. Meanwhile, travel -- both
for personal as well as for business reasons -- is strong in theAries aspect this week, and well into the next.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Look for Bovines to be on the move this week, whether it's traveling
for fun or for business. Other "moves" include workplace adjustments and, for some, relationship changes.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Geminis who have just gone through a hectic period involving job and/or
family matters might want to take somewell-earned time out to relax and restore those drained energy levels.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A romantic situation seems to have stalled, just when the Moon Child
was expecting it to go forward. Could that be a bad case of miscommunication going on. Talk it over
openly and honestly.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Showing a genuine interest in something that's important to a friend,
family member or colleague could open a communication line that had been pretty much shut down
for a while.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Making a potentially life-changing decision takes as
much knowledge as you can gather, plus determination and patience. Take your time working it out.
Don't let anyone rush you.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You should be back on schedule and heading in the
right direction after clearing up a misunderstanding. But there could still be some setbacks. If so,
correct them immediately.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A business matter keeps you pretty busy, but try to
squeeze in time to be with family as well as close friends. You need the good vibrations you get from
people who care for you.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Investing in an attractive prospect (business or
personal) with little or no information can be risky. Avoid future problems by getting all the facts
before you act.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Someone close to you might have an unexpected
reaction to a decision you feel you're prepared to make. Listen to his or her point of view. It could
prove to be surprisingly helpful.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Don't give up yet. That once warm, personal
relationship that seems to be cooling off fast could recover with some tender, loving care, and
who better than you to provide it?

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Career matters are strong this week. You might want to enter
a training program to enhance your skills. Also, consider getting professional help in preparing a
brilliant resume.

(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.

Since 1984

559-645-1102
36754Ave.12#101•Madera,CA93636

Eileen Tiso - Owner
Resale • Foreclosures • Rentals
Property Management Available

You have a way of respecting the feelings of others, which is
one reason people feel comfortable having you in their lives.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver

Jackie Jones
559-240-3556

559-232-1352
or

call
Specializing in Livestock

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

Lic. #393449

Call us for all

CARTER DRYWALL

your drywall needs

645-1914

Service, Inc.

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

645-0502
681-7112
tljohns@bu.edu

or

Professional Music
Educator & Musician

Tim Johnson
BA, MA,    DMA-pending

• Private Instruction on:  
Violin • Fiddle 

Guitar • Mandolin
• Classical to Country
• Intermediate to Advanced 

www.sierracowboyriders.com

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

ADS

LOGOS

PR

MARKETING

645-0634
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Lauren “Elyse” Carey

March 27, 2009 – February 15, 2010

Lauren "Elyse" Carey passed away on
Monday, February 15, 2010. Elyse was born
on March 27, 2009, to parents, Cliff and
April Carey of Hume Lake.

Elyse possessed a contagious smile that
melted the hearts of everyone with whom
she came into contact. She will be greatly
missed and her memories will be treasured
for as long as we live.

Known as "Sissy" to her 2-year-old

brother Peter, Elyse is also survived by her
grandparents George and Jorene Briner of
Fresno and Kenneth and Shirley Carey of
Canon City, Colo., and great grandmother
Irene Bailey of Fresno.

A Memorial Service was held at The
Well Community Church in Fresno on Sat-
urday, Feb. 20. In lieu of flowers, donations
in Elyse's namemay bemade toHumeLake
Christian Camps' Campership Fund.

come meet

BIRDSTONE
WINERY

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
1:30 P.M.

DISTRICT 1 SUPERVISOR

9400 rd. 36 at ave. 9

Frank
Bigelow

Award winning editor and editorial con-
sultant Pat LoBrutto, Alanna Ramirez of the
TridentMedia Group in NewYork, Elizabeth
Pomada and Michael Larsen of Larsen Po-
mada Literary Agency in San Francisco and
international private investigator turned au-
thor Steven Gore are scheduled to speak at
the Central California Writers’ Conference
that will be held at the BestWesternYosemite
Gateway Inn, 40530 Highway 41, Oakhurst.

Conference fee is $150 for the two-day
event or $100 for Saturday only. Reserva-
tions for the Central CaliforniaWriters’Con-
ference may be made through
www.centralvalleywriters.com, or by mail-
ing a check or money order to Central Valley
Writers’ Workshop, P.O. Box 503, Chow-
chilla, CA 93610.

For more information call (559) 683-
2378.

Central Valley Writers’Workshop

Note: We received this from reader Eileen
Tiso and thinks it’s some great, helpful advice that
we non-criminals just don’t think about. Editor

GPS -- Acouple of weeks ago a friend
told me that someone she knew had their
car broken into while they were at a foot-
ball game. Their car was parked on the
green which was adjacent to the football
stadium and specially allotted to football
fans. Things stolen from the car included a
garage door remote control, some money
and a GPS which had been prominently
mounted on the dashboard.

When the victims got home, they found
that their house had been ransacked and just
about everything worth anything had been
stolen. The thieves had used the GPS to
guide them to the house. They then used the
garage remote control to open the garage
door and gain entry to the house. The
thieves knew the owners were at the foot-
ball game, they knew what time the game
was scheduled to finish and so they knew
how much time they had to clean out the
house. It would appear that they had brought
a truck to empty the house of its contents.

Something to consider if you have a
GPS - don't put your home address in it. Put
a nearby address (like a store or gas station)
so you can still find your way home if you
need to, but no one else would know where

you live if your GPS were stolen.
MOBILE PHONES -- I never thought

of this. This lady has now changed her habit
of how she lists her names on her mobile
phone after her handbag was stolen. Her
handbag, which contained her cell phone,
credit card, wallet, etc., was stolen. Twenty
minutes later when she called her hubby,
from a pay phone telling him what had hap-
pened, hubby says, “I received your text
asking about our pin number and I've
replied a little while ago.” When they
rushed down to the bank, the bank staff told
them all the money was already withdrawn.
The thief had actually used the stolen cell
phone to text “hubby” in the contact list and
got hold of the pin number. Within 20 min-
utes he had withdrawn all the money from
their bank account.

Moral of the story is do not disclose the
relationship between you and the people in
your contact list. Avoid using names like
“Home,” “Honey,” “Hubby,” “Sweetheart,”
“Dad,” “Mom,” etc., and very importantly,
when sensitive info is being asked through
texts, CONFIRM by calling back. Also,
when you're being texted by friends or fam-
ily to meet them somewhere, be sure to call
back to confirm that the message came
from them. If you don't reach them, be very
careful about going places to meet “family
and friends” who text you.

Everyday Technology Safety Tips
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FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE

SHOP

Serving the

Valley for Over

42 Years

3/
10 follow us on

Facebook

FREE

20 VALUE$

TIRE ROTATION &
19-POINT VEHICLE

INSPECTION
WITH EVERY OIL CHANGE

call for appt. • exp. 4/15/10

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

3/10

Center behind Ranchos Cafe next to Hart Photography

t e c t i o n s e r v i c e . ’ ”
D .O .G . : K e e p i n m i n d t h a t

t h i s i s t h e s am e Coun t y C o un -
s e l t h a t a p p r o v e d t h e a g r e e -
m en t i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e . I a g r e e
t h e c o u n t y i s n o t r e q u i r e d t o
p r o v i d e f i r e p r o t e c t i o n a n d c e r -
t a i n l y n o t r e q u i r e d t o p r o v i d e
f i r e p r o t e c t i o n t o a s e p a r a t e
a n d s o v e r e i g n n a t i o n . Whe r e we
w i l l g e t i n t o t r o u b l e i s w e h a v e
s i g n e d a n MOU i n r e t u r n f o r
c e r t a i n s p e c i f i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ;
w e h a v e a g r e e d t o p r o v i d e e s -
s e n t i a l s e r v i c e s .

Le t ’s g o ou t s i d e t h e n a r r ow
r e a lm o f p o i n t / c o u n t e r p o i n t
l a w y e r s l o v e , a n d l o o k a t t h e
c o u r t o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n f r om
wh i c h t h e p o o l o f j u r o r s a t a n y
w r o n g f u l d e a t h t r i a l w o u l d
c ome .

Mad e r a C o u n t y h a s c o n -
t r a c t e d w i t h t h e t r i b e t o p r o -
v i d e e s s e n t i a l s e r v i c e s t o t h e i r
f a c i l i t y . I f t h e w o r s t w e r e t o
h a p p e n a n d a m a j o r f i r e o r e x -
p l o s i o n w e r e t o h a p p e n , h ow
c a n w e p o s s i b l y d e f e n d o u r
c o u n t y ’s a c t i o n s ? Wha t w e h a v e
i s a c a s i n o c o v e r i n g t e n s o f
t h o u s a n d s o f s q u a r e f e e t , a
h o t e l t ow e r c omp l e x s i x o r
e i g h t s t o r i e s h i g h a n d wh a t
d o e s o u r c o u n t y h a v e i n p l a c e
t o p r o t e c t t h e h u n d r e d s – a t
t im e s t h o u s a n d s – o f v i s i t o r s t o
t h e c a s i n o ?

We h a v e o n e a g i n g l a d d e r
t r u c k , f o rm e r l y r e t i r e d , f r om
a n o t h e r d e p a r tm e n t s om e p l a c e
b a c k E a s t ( a s i n i t h a s s e e n b e t -
t e r d a y s ) , o n l y t a l l e n o u g h t o
r e a c h t h e s e c o n d o r t h i r d f l o o r
a n d o n l y f r om a c o u p l e o f l o c a -
t i o n s a r o u n d t h e b u i l d i n g .

We a l s o h a v e a q u i c k a t -
t a c k / l i g h t e n g i n e ( b a s i c a l l y a
b i g p i c k u p w i t h a sm a l l w a t e r
t a n k a n d p ump mou n t e d o n i t . )
a s s i g n e d t o t h e s t a t i o n .

C a n y o u s a y “w o r t h l e s s
t o y ” ?

Now a s f o r t h e s t a f f i n g : We
h a v e t w o p e o p l e . No t t w o p e r
e n g i n e – we h a v e two t o t a l . A s
b a c k u p w e h a v e t h e Yo s em i t e
L a k e s P a r k Vo l u n t e e r C omp a n y
a n d t h e C o a r s e g o l d Vo l u n t e e r
c omp a n y. T h e n e a r e s t p a i d
b a c k u p c ome s a s o n e p a i d s t a f f
o n t h e O a k h u r s t e n g i n e ( i f i t
i s n ’ t o n a c a l l t o Ahwah n e e ) o r
t h e n e x t s t a f f e d e n g i n e c om e s

f r om t h e C h i l d r e n ’s H o s p i t a l
s t a t i o n o n Av e n u e 11 .

How wou l d y o u , a s a f am i l y
m emb e r , r e s p o n d t o C o u n t y
Co u n s e l ’s a s s e r t i o n s w e a r e n o t
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e d e a t h s o f
y o u r l o v e d o n e s ?

Re c ommen d a t i o n 4 : E q u i p -
m en t a l l o c a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y o f
e n g i n e s , s h ou l d b e r e v i ew e d t o
r e f l e c t t h e n e e d t o s u p p o r t a
h i g h - r i s e h o t e l , c a s i n o a n d
t h e a t e r a n d p a r k i n g s t r u c t u r e
un i q u e i n t h e c o un t y .

D .O .G . : SEE ABOVE
Re c ommen d a t i o n 5 : T h e

s t a t i o n s h o u l d h a v e d i r e c t ,
t w o - w a y c o n t a c t w i t h a l l e l e -
m e n t s o f t h e em e r g e n c y r e -
s p o n s e s y s t em .

D .O .G . : T h e a n sw e r t o t h i s
o n e i s a b i t c om p l i c a t e d . T h e
B o a r d ’s r e s p o n s e i s t h e s y s t em
i s f i n e . I f y o u o n l y c o n s i d e r
l a n d l i n e s t h e y a r e n o t a l l t h a t
f a r o f f t h e p o i n t BUT wh e n y o u
t h r ow c e l l p h o n e s i n t o t h e m i x
i t g o e s t o p o t . C e l l p h o n e 9 11
c a l l s g o t o t h e C a l i f o r n i a
H i g hw a y P a t r o l , w h i c h h a s
b e e n n o t o r i o u s f o r i t s e x -
t r em e l y s l ow r e s p o n s e i n t r a n s -
f e r r i n g c a l l s o r p a s s i n g a l o n g
i n f o rm a t i o n t o t h e a p p r o p r i a t e
a g e n c y.

Some t h i n g t h e G r an d Ju r y
m i s s e d c omp l e t e l y i s t h e f a c t
t h a t Mad e r a Coun t y Bo a r d o f
Su p e r v i s o r s i l l e g a l l y d i v e r t e d ,
m i s a p p r o p r i a t e d , r i p p e d o f f –
c a l l i t wh a t y o u w i l l – o v e r a
m i l l i on do l l a r s f r om the Coun t y
F i r e m i t i g a t i on f und t o pa y f o r
S t a t i o n 8 . Th e l aw a l l ow i n g
g o v e r nme n t s t o c o l l e c t m i t i g a -
t i o n f e e s h a s v e r y s t r i c t r e q u i r e -
men t s f o r wha t i t c a n b e u s e d t o
p a y f o r , a l l b a s e d o n t h e p r em -
i s e t h a t t h e n e e d f o r t h e e x p e n -
d i t u r e b e i ng app r oved mus t h ave
b e e n c a u s e b y t h e d e v e l o pmen t
o r p a y e r o f t h e f e e . T h e o n l y
r e a s o n a b l e j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r S t a -
t i o n 8 i s t h e MOU w i t h t h e
Ca s i n o . Th e v a s t ma j o r i t y o f t h e
m i t i g a t i o n f u nd s we r e c o l l e c t e d
f r om a r e a s h a v i n g n o imp a c t a t
a l l o n t h e c a s i n o a r e a .

No o t h e r r u r a l a r e a o f t h e
c o un t y h a s s t a t i o n s p l a c e d l e s s
t h a n e i g h t m i l e s a p a r t , i n t h i s
c a s e Co a r s e g o l d s t a t i o n i s l e s s
t h a n e i g h t m i l e s f r om YLP s t a -
t i o n . H ow d i d t h e y p o s s i b l y
j u s t i f y b u i l d i n g a n o t h e r s t a -
t i o n b e tw e e n t h em?

D.O.G. cont. from P. 4
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Keep it Simple ...Keep it Simple ...
......  wwiitthh  ssiimmppllyy  tthhee  bbeesstt  hhaanndd--mmaaddee  aapprroonnss

aavvaaiillaabbllee  iinn  tthhee  UUnniivveerrssee  ......
... with simply the best hand-made aprons

available in the Universe ...
......  ffuullllyy  rreevveerrssiibbllee  aanndd  mmaaddee  rriigghhtt  hheerree  iinn
tthhee  UU..SS..AA..  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  cchhooiiccee  ooff  mmaatteerriiaall..
... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

U.S.A. made, fully
reversible and classic

- yet functional - styling
with your choice of 

material on each side.
Two aprons for the

price of one!

To order today
call 208-968-0416

or
build your own at

only

29$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)

3/
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CCllaassssiicc
RReevveerrssiibblleetthhee

©

CCllaassssiicc
RReevveerrssiibblleetthhee

©

MMeenn  oorr  WWoommeenn’’ss  AAddjjuussttaabbllee ©Men or Women’s Adjustable ©

TThhee  CCllaassssiicc  RReevveerrssiibbllee ©The Classic Reversible ©
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!
3/
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S&K Mini Mart • 37275 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos • 645-4500
propane • gas • diesel • lotto • food • beer • wine • liquor

Spring Specials!
with coupon at Ranchos location only • exp. 4-30-10 • plus tax+CRV

all prices subject to change

3/
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BEER - All 18 & 20-PK cans or bottles....$11.99
Bud & Bud Lt. 15-PK cans............$9.99

LIQUOR - Barton Vodka 1.75 ml.........................$9.99
SOFT DRINKS - 16 oz. energy drinks............................2 for $3

Pepsi 1 L.............................................2 for $3
Pepsi 12-PK cans...................................$3.99

Marlboro Special Blend carton........................................$37.99
Wave carton....................................................................$32.99

CIGARETTES -

MADERA COUNTY JUDGE · JUNE 8, 2010
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SAVE THE DATE!
The Annual Sierra View Carnival is
coming to Sierra View Elementary.

Saturday, May 1!
Watch for more

info!

I’m
dizzy

3/
10

have the seasoning right. Take about
a tablespoon of your mix, and pat it
out and fry it like a mini hamburger.
I f i t tas tes r ight , i t ’s a go; i f not ,
adjust your seasoning. Another
thing I have learned from the inter-
net is don’t overwork your ham-
burger. Only mix it just enough to
get everything combined, because if
you over work ground beef, i t will
be tough.

My brother Lloyd used to bring
me th ings to cook. He is the one
that introduced me to lamb shanks.
He came in with those things and I
thought , “How in the wor ld do I
cook them?” I found a rec ipe and
they were del ic ious! Well , one day
he asks me to make a meat loaf
using the recipe that someone from
his work had brought for a potluck.
He sa id i t had sauerkraut and
Swiss cheese in i t . I said, “Lloyd,
you are crazy!” But he ta lked me
into i t . I love a Reuben Sandwich,
so how far could I be going wrong?
I made my bas ic rec ipe for meat -
loaf using 3 pounds of hamburger.
I put half the mix in the bot tom of
a 9 x 13 baking pan. Drained well a
ja r of sauerkraut and spread i t on
the meat loaf then placed s l iced
Swiss cheese ( the real cheese, not
the sl iced processed cheese) on top
of the sauerkraut , then added the
rest of the meat loaf mix. The orig-
ina l rec ipe ca l led for Russ ian
Dressing on top of the cheese, but
I d idn’t th ink we’d l ike tha t . Be-
fore I put i t in the oven I spread i t
wi th a mixture of catsup, sugar, a
dash of v inegar and a dash of
Worces te rsh i re sauce . I baked i t
for about an hour in a 350 oven

and it was wonderful. For a smaller
por t ion , ad jus t the s ize of your
meat loaf and use a can of kraut ,
unless you have other uses for lef t -
over kraut i f you use the jar.

For Atkins Fans
For those of you tha t a re

watch ing your carbs , I found a
recipe for you:

LOW CARB MEATLOAF
1 C chopped fresh spinach
2 pounds ground chuck
1 C shopped tomato
4 oz Blue Cheese (or Feta)
2 scallions minced fine
1 tsp dried thyme
Salt and Pepper to taste
Mix a l l i ng r ed i en t s t oge t he r

in a la rge bowl . Div ide mix in s ix
equa l pa r t s . P l ace each pa r t in an
ung r ea s ed s i x cup muff i n pan .
Bake a t 350 un t i l in te rna l t emp in
160 deg r ee s . Le t coo l 5 minu t e s
in pan before removing to se rv ing
p l a t t e r o r l e t coo l comp l e t e l y t o
wrap fo r the f reeze r.

My mom usua l l y f i x ed
c reamed peas o r peas and ca r ro t s
fo r a s ide d i sh and she would f ix
wha t I c a l l ed b roa s t ed po t a t oe s
eve ry t ime she made mea t l o a f .
Fo r t h e po t a t o e s , wash we l l t h e
numbe r o f po t a toe s you need fo r
your fami ly and cu t them in quar-
t e r s l eng thways . Bo i l i n s a l t ed
wa te r un t i l no t qu i t e done . Dra in
them wel l , and p lace on a bak ing
shee t and pu t me l t ed bu t t e r on
them and bake in t he oven un t i l
go lden .

No ma t t e r how you make you r
mea t l o a f , b e su r e t o ke ep t h e
l e f t ove r f o r s andwiche s t he nex t
day.

RECIPE cont. from P. 14
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Classified
Alt e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 3 5
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - T a i l o r -
i n g , r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s .
F a s t s e r v i c e . N E W A D -
D R E S S & P H O N E N U M -
B E R : 3 6 7 3 3 A v e . 1 2 . C a l l
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

N ew c o n s t r u c t i o n , r em o d e l s ,
r o om a d d i t i o n s , b a r n s a n d p a -
t i o s . Ca l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6 o r
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

F i r ewood

F i r ew o o d - D r y, s e a s o n e d a l -
mond f i r ewood f o r s a l e b y t h e
b i n . A lmond wood 13 " t o 2 0 " i n
l e n g t h . 1 / 2 b i n - $ 2 5 , 1 b i n -
$ 4 5 , 2 b i n s - $ 9 0 , 3 b i n s - $ 1 3 0 , 4
b i n s - $ 1 7 0 . Wi l l D e l i v e r -
Ca l l 5 5 9 - 2 5 9 - 7 1 2 2 .

Flooring/Carpeting

We c a n c a r p e t y o u r wh o l e
h o u s e f o r j u s t $ 1 , 1 8 8 ( b a s e d
o n 8 0 y d s ) i n c l u d i n g c a r p e t ,
p a d a n d i n s t a l l a t i o n . T h r e e
s t y l e s t o c h o o s e a t t h a t p r i c e .
Ca l l 9 7 4 - 1 6 3 0 . G r e a t s a v i n g s
o n l am i n a t e a n d h a r dwo o d
t o o .

F o r R en t

Fo r Ren t - 4BR / 2BA - 2 2 0 0 s q .
f t . Newe r h ome b u i l t i n ' 0 6 . On
Av e . 1 2 . $ 1 , 4 0 0 . p e r m o . Ca l l
9 9 9 - 9 0 0 5 .

F o r S a l e

For Sale - 550 f t . 3 wire 8 AWG
submers ib l e we l l pump cab le .
$300 or OBO. PETCO veh ic l e
safe ty bar r ie r - F i t s a l l min i vans
and SUV's . New $20 . Cal l 645-
5248.

For Sale - Commercia l grade 9-
inch meat s l i cer - used
once .$300. Cal l 645-1721.

For Sa le - Ant iques ! Ant ique
S le igh , Wood Burn ing S tove ,

Do l l s ! Lo t s o f Ch ina cab ine t s &
Dining Room Sets . BY APPOINT-
MENT ONLY! Cal l 645-1770.

For Sale - All new QUEEN PIL-
LOWTOP Mattress/Box, Still in pack-
age. Cost $700. Sacrifice $225. Call
559-438-0248.

For Sale - Brand New KING PIL-
LOWTOP Mattress/Box, Never Used,
In Plastic, Cost $900. Sacrifice $350.
With Warranty. Call 559-275-8813.

For Sale - POOL TABLE - Solid
Wood, 1" Slate, Leather Pockets, Never
Used W/Accessories. Cost $5k Sacrifice
$1,375. Can Move! Call 559-230-0486.

For Sale - Kenmore Washer &
PROPANE Dryer. Energy Star. Stack-
able. Excellent condition. Front load
washer and matching dryer. Both heavy
duty & dryer is extra capacity. $400 for
set. Call 645-4469.

For Sale - Electric Piano - Yamaha
Clavinova - Excellent Condition. $3,000
Value - Asking $800. Call 645-5290.

Found

Back Pack on Road 36 on February 12 -
Call 645-1721 to identify.

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

T h e G u t t e r D o c t o r s p e c i a l i z -
i n g i n b o t h c o n t i n u o u s a n d
s t a n d a r d r a i n g u t t e r s . G e n e r a l
C o n t r a c t o r - R e p a i r M a i n t e -
n a n c e . 2 9 y e a r s w o r k i n g i n

t h e a r e a . Ca l l 5 5 9 - 8 2 2 - 2 7 5 9 .

Hou s e c l e a n i n g S e r v i c e s

H o u s e c l e a n i n g S e r v i c e s -
R a n c h o s A r e a . R e l i a b l e ,
r e f e r e n c e s , r e a s o n a b l e
r a t e s . J o b i n c l u d e s : A l l
h o u s e d u t i e s e x c e p t w i n -
d o w s . C a l l f o r r a t e s o r h a v e
q u e s t i o n s ? 5 5 9 - 7 7 6 - 6 7 9 0 .

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s - 4 0 y e a r s
o f e x p e r i e n c e . L i c e n s e d a n d
i n s u r e d . F r a n k K r am e r E x -
t e r i o r s . L i c . # 2 7 3 0 9 9 . C a l l
6 4 5 - 4 11 3 .

R e f i n a n c i n g

I CAN HELP YOU - P r i n c i p l e
R e d u c t i o n * L o a n M o d i f i c a -
t i o n * L o a n s . B a d C r e d i t OK -
C a l l B e t t i n a a t 2 1 3 - 4 4 7 0 .

T r a c t o r S e r v i c e s

Tr a c t o r w o r k , d i s c i n g , r o -
t o t i l l i n g , w e e d c u t t i n g . B o b -
c a t w o r k , d r i l l i n g p o s t h o l e s ,
t r e e s , t r e n c h i n g a n d c l e a n
u p s . Ca l l N e a l a t 6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0 o r
2 8 5 - 8 2 11 .

T r a c t o r w o r k , h o u s e p a d s ,
l o t l e v e l i n g , d r i v e w a y s ,
t r e n c h i n g , c o n c r e t e w o r k
a n d u n d e r g r o u n d u t i l i t i e s i n -

s t a l l e d . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6
o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

T r a v e l

L o c a l T r a v e l A g e n t - N e e d
a s s i s t a n c e i n p l a n n i n g
y o u r n e x t v a c a t i o n ? C a l l
S h a r r y a t 4 7 4 - 0 5 0 5 o r v i s i t
w w w . R w e G o n e Y e t . c o m .

Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning spec ia l . Most
windows $5 ins ide /ou t . Screen ,
t rack and s i l l s inc luded . Hard
wate r s ta in and cobweb removal
a v a i l a b l e . F u l l y i n sured. Call
Nick at 285-1723. Free estim a t e s .
SENIOR DISCOUNT!

SUDOKU

©2010 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

Click on “Local News” at

TO ADVERT ISE
CALL 645-0634
Ranchos Independent
classified rates are
crazy cheap. Only $10
for each 25words.



www.The Ranchos.com

Page 29

Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000
The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 3/10

A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, I am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today!

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

DRE#: 01323109

Realtor®

3/10

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41
Madera

DRILLINGAND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

3/10

3/
10

TAX CREDIT EXTENSION!
Your Gateway to Home Ownership

The government has extended the tax
credit for homes under contract by

April 30, 2010. First-time home buyers
qualify for up to an $8,000 credit and
other buyers may qualify for up to a
$6,000 credit. Don’t let this great

opportunity pass you by!
Call me to learn more.

JJoo  RRaavviisscciioonnii
Realtor® DRE#01115343 CCeellll::  555599--223322--00883311

jjoorraavviisscciioonnii@@ssbbccgglloobbaall..nneett

3/
10

LIZ KUCHINSKI
Letting My Experience Work for You

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson

Liz’s knowledge and understanding of her local community
make her uniquely qualified to enable her clients to own a piece
of the “American Dream.”

Certi�iedResidentialSpecialist
• Repeat and referral based business • Friendly, fun and a positive attitude
• Century 21 Centurion status eight years • MLS Committee Member
Fresno Association of Realtors • Serving the Ranchos for 25 years

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@lizkuchinski.com • www.lizsellinghomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

3/10
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10
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1. THEATER: Who played the lead role in
"Hello, Dolly!" when the play first started
on Broadway?
2. MEDICAL: What's the common name
of the condition called nasopharyngitis?
3. LANGUAGE: What is called a "torch"
in England would be known in the United
States as what?
4. TELEVISION:Who created the charac-
ter called "The Hippy Dippy Weather-
man"?
5. MOVIES:What movie featured the line,
"Houston, we have a problem"?
6. MUSIC: What pop-rock band had a
Grammy-winning song called "If You
Leave Me Now"?
7. SCIENCE:What inventor was known as
"The Wizard of Menlo Park"?
8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which
planet is associated with the astrological
sign Gemini?
9. ARTS: Who choreographed the ballet
"Rodeo"?
10. ASTRONOMY: In our solar system,
which planet is between Jupiter and
Uranus?

1.CarolChanning
2.Acold
3.Aflashlight
4.GeorgeCarlin
5."Apollo13"
6.Chicago
7.ThomasEdison
8.Mercury
9.AgnesdeMille
10.Saturn

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crosswordby Dave T. Phipps
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559-363-9095
ranchos.community@gmail.com

Who wants to help the Ranchos?

That’s what we thought ...
A non−profit group is forming in the Madera Ranchos to finally give us some say over what happens here, specifically regarding our water. County
representatives are doing what they can but they can’t do it all. This organization of local people will answer to one group only: the people of
the Ranchos. If you have a passion for the Ranchos or if you want to get involved in water issues, this is for you. Please call to see how you
can be a part of this history making group. 559−363−9095 or email ranchos.community@gmail.com.

If we don’t get together, outside forces will take it into their own hands. Guaranteed.

3/
10


