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Happy
Fourth
of July The Madera Ranchos Assembly of God Church received an American Flag which was flown over the Headquarters of

the Multi-National Corps-Iraq in its honor during Operation Iraqi Freedom on 12/17/2008. They celebrated the flag on
June 14, Flag Day, and then raised it again at their July 4th celebration which was held on June 28 at the Madera Ranchos
Assembly of God. Picture Courtesy of Pam Hansen
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IMPORTANT
READ THIS!

READ THIS!

PG&E is currently considering sev-

eral alternative routes for a new major

transmission line through the Central Val-

ley to its Central Sierra power plants.

While each of the options may have some

degree of impact to various populated

areas, we are most concerned with the al-

ternative (the Northern portion of what

they describe as “the Western Route”)

that would expand the existing PG&E

easement along the southerly edge of the

Madera Ranchos. Of all the alternatives,

this one has the greatest impact on those

of us in the Madera Ranchos, which is the

largest community affected by any alter-

native. The alternative proposed through

the Madera Ranchos would double the

existing easement width to 250 feet, and

construct a parallel set of even larger tow-

ers carrying larger power lines.

There are many alternatives available

to PG&E, some of which we have sug-

gested and illustrated for them, involving

no impact to Madera Ranchos. The so-

called “Eastern Route” through the

Fresno County foothills is several miles

shorter than any route through Madera

County. We believe that’s a significant

factor for a facility which will cost hun-

dreds of thousands of dollars per mile to

construct. Other Madera County routes,

while no shorter than the Madera Ran-

chos frontage, offer the advantage of not

affecting any population centers at all,

and additional significant savings with

lower land cost for grazing pastures in-

stead of higher cost for urban and prime

farm land.

A number of groups are advocating

for various routes. More correctly, each is

advocating AGAINST the route that af-

fects their interest. There is strong, well-

organized opposition to the eastern

routes, and it is important that PG&E un-

A  VERY IMPORTANT
INSERT IS IN THIS

ISSUE OF THE
RANCHOS INDEPENDENT

Please see PG&E on P. 13

IMPORTANT

Sheriff John Anderson is calling the

deaths of a Madera County couple a mur-

der/suicide.

The bodies of 51-year-old Leslie

Gillis and her husband, 61-year-old Ger-

ald Gillis, were discovered by their

daughter on the afternoon of June 28. The

Sheriff’s department was called to the

home located on San Bruno Avenue in the

Parkwood area which is located just out-

side Madera City limits.

Dispatch received the call at around

4:44 p.m. Sunday afternoon. Deputies be-

lieve (based on information they gath-

ered) at least one shot was heard at

around 2 o’clock Sunday afternoon.

Sheriff John Anderson says Leslie

was found inside the home with gunshot

wounds and the husband was found out-

side the home in the front yard with what

appeared to be a self inflicted gunshot

wound.

Sheriff Anderson says there are no

signs at this point to indicate that this was

anything other than a tragic domestic case

that ended with Gerald shooting and

killing his wife and then turning the gun

on himself.

This is the first homicide to occur in

Madera County this year.

First County Homicide Reported

The 2009 Fire Safe Poster Contest

was a great success with over 150 entries

submitted from Webster and Sierra View

schools. Posters were judged based on cre-

ativity and the fire safe message. This

year’s winners were as follows:

Webster School 4th Grade

1st Place Seth Shevenell

2nd Place Tiffany Herron

3rd Place Rebecca Mendoza

Webster School 3rd Grade

1st Place Jiyun Son

2nd Place Holly Hiatt

3rd Place Sabrina Folsom

Sierra View School 3rd and 4th Grade

1st Place Hailey Parks

2nd Place Graciela Ruiz

3rd Place Wyatt Harpin

Best in Show Poster 

Seth Shevenell

On behalf of the California Depart-

ment of Forestry and Fire Protection and

the Madera County Fire Department, we

wish to thank all of the participants that en-

tered the contest this year and to our spon-

sors: The Fresno Grizzlies, Donaghy Sales,

LLC, S & J Lumber and the Smokey Bear

Race Committee.

Webster School Summer Poster winners
were (from left) Tiffany Herron, Jiyun Son, Sab-
rina Folsom, Smokey Bear, Seth Shevenell, Holly
Hiatt and Rebecca Mendoza.

Sierra View School Summer Poster contest
winners were (from left) Wyatt Harpain, Graciel
Ruiz and Hailey Parks, with Smokey Bear keep-
ing a sharp lookout in the rear.

2009 Fire Safe Summer Poster Contest Winners

Jay Ogamba, 29, of Madera remains

behind bars facing drug and weapons

charges after a 911 call to the Madera

County Sheriff’s Department about a

stranger lurking outside a

Madera home.

According to Ser-

geant Mike Pace, a

woman called dispatch at

around 2:30 a.m. on June

19 reporting a strange

man wearing a “doo-rag”

was knocking on her

front door. When Pace

arrived he saw the man,

who was still outside the

home, bend over and

place something on the

home’s porch. Upon fur-

ther investigation, that

“something” turned out

to be a knife wrapped in-

side of a pair of white

gloves. 

As Pace tried to detain the suspect,

Ogamba took off running but was cap-

tured within 15 minutes. He then pro-

vided deputies with a trio

of surnames, including

Metcalf, Shane and Sane.

In addition to the

knife, Deputies also seized

a glass pipe commonly

used to smoke Metham-

phetamine as well as a

small canister of Pepper

Spray. Ogamba, who is

currently on parole for

possession of stolen prop-

erty, according to Madera

County Department of

Corrections, was trans-

ported to Madera County

Department of Corrections

where he is being held

without bail.

Woman Calls 911 as Stranger Knocks

Madera resident Jay Ogamba was
arrested outside a Madera home while
the occupant was on the phone with
911. He was later discovered to be car-
rying a knife and drug paraphernalia.

The Madera County Sheriff’s De-

partment is searching for relatives of a 67-

year old man who passed away on June

16.

Jerry Eugene Smith, whose last

known address is listed in Mendota, died

suddenly on Tuesday, June 16. According

to reports, he was rushed from a trailer lo-

cated on West Whitesbridge in Mendota

and rushed to Madera Community Hospi-

tal. The Sheriff’s Department has not

been able to locate next of kin and is hop-

ing the public can help.

Anyone who may have information

is asked to call the Madera County Sher-

iff’s Department at either 559-675-7770

or toll free 1-800-560-4911.

Man’s Next of Kin

Sought by Sheriff

Jerry Eugene Smith, whose last known ad-
dress was listed in Mendota, died suddenly on
Tuesday, June 16 and the Sheriff’s Department has
not been able to locate his next of kin. Please call
559-675-7770 or 1-800-560-4911 if you can help.
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By Randy Bailey

I like it when the choice is easy.

Now, don’t get me wrong. I also

enjoy a good mental jousting from

time to time; it’s the old steel

against steel that helps keep you

sharp. Nothing wrong with that. But

sometimes it sure is nice to have an

easy decision where you look at the

options in front of you and you say,

“Oh yeah ... THIS is a no-brainer!”

From time to time when I play

poker with my friends there’ll be

that hand that I’m just not sure

about. I mean, it could go either

way. If it hits it could be a monster

but it could also miss big time. As

you’re sitting there debating and

doing all of the computations in

your head, the guy betting before

you blurts out, “All in!”

Ahh ... the choice just became

easy. As the guy to your right pushes

all of his chips out into the center of

the table you look at your cards with

new, “easy” eyes and actually start

to wonder how you could have ever

even considered playing those dogs.

What was I thinking?

We’ve got one of those deci-

sions facing us now in the Ranchos.

A no brainer.

A deuce seven off suit in the

hole.

Two cups of coffee in front of us

to choose from and one has a fly

floating in it.

Get the picture? It’s THAT obvi-

ous: NO to 500 kilovolt powerlines

running through the Ranchos.

In this issue of the Ranchos In-

dependent you are given a rare

chance to actually have your voice

heard. Tucked away in the folds of

this paper you hold in your hands is

a pre-stamped, pre-addressed enve-

lope and a very thoughtful form let-

ter waiting for your signature. All

you’ve got to do is sign your name,

seal the letter and then drop it in any

mailbox and the United States Postal

Service will do the rest. Of course,

if you want to add some additional

thoughts or even re-write the letter

in your handwriting to give it a more

personal “umph,” then by all means

do so, it’s up to you.

And what are you signing your

name to and mailing off via postal

carrier? Just a simple letter that says

“no” to PG&E turning our commu-

nity into an ugly conglomeration of

high power wires and towers. Drive

through some of the communities in

Southern California near Long

Beach or Irwindale to get a “flavor”

for what these behemoths do to a

community’s personality.

They kill them.

Like your view of the Sierra

Nevadas? Try it looking through

Controlling PG&E’s Power

If we ever

forget that

we are One

Nation

Under God,

then we

will be a

nation

gone under. 

The

Ray Gun
Shooting Str aight

to the Heart

RONALD REAGAN

saying more in one quote

than others say in a lifetime

Editorial

500kV powerlines.

The most absurd part of all of

this is there is an alternative route

that doesn’t run through residential

property, would be cheaper for

PG&E to acquire and would be every

bit as effective in delivering the

sorely needed power we require.

We just need to let PG&E know

about it.

Make no doubt about it, there are

other people in other neighborhoods

that don’t want these powerlines

running through their front yards ei-

ther. What the ultimate question is

going to come down to is, who cares

more? If they do, then get ready for

powerlines with your breakfast cof-

fee. If we make enough noise then

maybe ... just maybe ... they’ll leave

us alone.

To me it’s an easy choice. A no-

brainer. Fill it out and mail it.

What are you waiting for?

www.The Ranchos.com



This D.O.G. stuff  has a snowball  effect at

t imes .  When there  are  lo ts  of  meet ings  I  have

lots  to  wri te  but  no t ime because I  am in meet-

ings al l  the t ime.  

The Water  Advisory  Commiss ion meet ing

was interest ing – almost  excit ing.  The f irst  big controversy was about

i tems being removed from the agenda by staff .  That  one took on a l i fe

of  i t s  own,  but  I  d iscovered la ter  the  i tems were  never  put  on the

agenda because of  a  s tr ict  t ime l imit  for  submissions.

When i t  got  to  the  Regional  Water  Management  Group tempers

began to f lare.  One side contended they were being locked out  of  the

process but were told they could show up and would not be barred from

enter ing the  room.  One of  the  big  th ings  DWR has  been s t ress ing is

s takeholder  involvement  and cooperat ion.  We are  se t  to  put  forward

one great  example  of  coopera t ion as  one  s ide  begrudgingly  le ts  the

other s ide enter  the room.

Ray Beach told the Commission he had direct ion from the Board

of  Supervisors  to  cont inue wi th  his  s taff  a lone making the  presenta-

t ion.  Not  what  I  remember  f rom the  Board meet ing but  I  guess  you

should judge for  yourselves.  I t  is  recorded on the County si te .

At  th is  point  County  Counsel  s tepped in  to  take  on the  ro l l  of

school yard monitor.  In the end,  as  I  understand i t ,  there was to be a

meet ing between the var ious  fact ions  in  the  hopes we wouldn’t  look

l ike a  bunch of  squabbling brats .  I  didn’t  part ic ipate  in  any of  those

after-meeting discussions so that  lef t  me free to make a tr ip to Sacra-

mento Tuesday to see how things go and put  in my two cents  worth.

Is a Consti tut ional Convention in our future?

I  was hearing rumblings about a consti tutional convention. On June

26 I  at tended a summit  conference.  The movement is  real  i t  is  gaining

momentum and I  think i t  would be a big mistake.

At the beginning of  the day we were asked if  we thought the gov-

ernment  was  broken.  I  th ink every  hand went  up,  inc luding mine.  I

have made no secret  of  the fact  I  think our government is  in t rouble.

The folks putt ing on the ral ly to rewrite  the const i tut ion took our an-

swer as a  green l ight  to begin the rewrite .

If your house is infested with termites,  cockroaches and rats you

don’t begin by tearing out the solid concrete foundation.

Citizens no longer feel  they have a say in how the government is

being run. Taxes and fees have reached levels beyond what cit izens can

continue to pay and st i l l  be able to pay for  their  day-to-day needs as

our government costs  continue to grow much faster  than our incomes,

faster  than inflat ion,  even faster  than the weeds in our yards.  

I t  seems there is no end in sight.  Year after year our representatives

fai l  to balance the budgets;  year  after  year  we are threatened with cuts

to essential  services.  We have volumes of r idiculous laws on the books

wasting our tax dollars  long before they can be used to provide prom-

ised services.  Out of  sheer frustrat ion we have turned to the ini t iat ive

process in a desperate hope to reign in the lunacy.  We have mandated

set percentages of our taxes to go to specific programs. We have passed

init iat ives designed to protect  us from unreasonable increases in fees

(PROP. 218).  Ini t iat ives were wri t ten to protect  us from unreasonable

tax increases (PROP. 13).  Unfortunately,  as  t ime passes the ini t iat ives

that  saved us  have created  as  many problems and inequi t ies  as  they

solved.  

At f irs t  glance I  thought the idea of  “rebooting” the State const i tu-

t ion might  be a good idea.  As I  read,  del iberate and discuss the idea of

a Consti tut ional  Convention my opinion has changed.  I t  is  not  only a

bad idea;  i t  wil l  not  work.  

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Letters

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

6/09 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation

Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 

You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals

today at
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Dear Editor:

The California District Attorneys Association

(CDAA) has urged Governor Arnold

Schwarzenegger to abandon his Administration's

proposal to commute the sentences of criminal

aliens in state prisons in order to refer them to Im-

migration and Customs Enforcement for deporta-

tion. Such a policy is not only dangerous to public

safety, but would "confer on criminal aliens ben-

efits that are not available to inmates who are cit-

izens of the United States," the prosecutors

association said.

In a letter delivered Monday to the Governor

and legislative leaders, CDAA cautioned the Gov-

ernor against the deportation plan. "We believe that

all inmates, regardless of their immigration status,

should be held to the same level of accountability

for their conduct. If you were to exercise your con-

stitutional power to commute the sentences of any

portion of the inmate population, we urge you to

do so only after there has been an assessment of the

risk of each individual for re-offending," the letter

stated. "We also strongly believe that it is impera-

tive for public safety to place every inmate whose

sentence is commuted for the purpose of early dis-

charge from custody...on summary parole," not-

ing that the sole purpose of such status would be

to permit search and seizure of such parolees for a

period of no less than three years.

CDAA also took issue with the Administra-

tion's proposal to reduce so-called "wobbler" of-

fenses, i.e., crimes that can be charged as either

felonies or misdemeanors, to straight misde-

meanors, citing a host of unintended consequences

that would "subvert prosecutorial efforts in nu-

merous ways."

The letter, signed by San Diego County Dis-

trict Attorney Bonnie Dumanis, outgoing presi-

dent of CDAA, and Napa County District

Attorney Gary Lieberstein, incoming president of

CDAA, and endorsed by CDAA’s members,

noted that crimes such as grand theft, vehicle theft,

identity theft and other fraud offenses rob Califor-

nians of millions of dollars each year. Eliminating

the ability of prosecutors to charge such "wobbler"

offenses as felonies will jeopardize public safety

by "blurring the lines between degrees of crimi-

nality such that participants in complicated, high-

dollar theft rings would be subject to the same

punishment as petty thieves."

"Felony crimes carry longer statutes of limi-

tations than misdemeanors. This means that pros-

ecutions of major fraud cases, for example, which

are often document driven and take months, if not

years, to come together, could be lost," the letter

stated. "Also," the letter added, "under existing law,

search warrants generally can only be issued in

cases involving felonies. This proposal would ef-

fectively abolish the use of this vital law enforce-

ment tool..."

While recognizing the historic magnitude of

California's current economic crisis and the pres-

sure on the Governor and Legislature to reduce

California Department of Corrections and Reha-

bilitation expenditures, CDAA expressed grave

concern that some of the proposals advanced thus

far create the probability that "our criminal justice

system would be irrevocably harmed."

Madera County District Attorney Michael

Keitz has voiced his support for CDAA's position:

"We cannot allow public safety to be compro-

mised through a blind rush to cut state costs. There

are alternatives available to the Governor and leg-

islative leaders that do not sacrifice our obligation

to protect the safety of Californians."

The letter concludes by urging the Governor

to consider addressing the problem on an emer-

gency basis, which he is empowered to do under

the state Constitution. "We believe you should

consider a temporary solution that does not re-

structure our system of justice to the detriment of

our citizens."

CDAA represents 57 elected district attor-

neys, 12 prosecuting city attorneys and more than

2,600 deputy district attorneys, deputy city attor-

neys and deputy attorneys general statewide.

Michael Keitz

Madera County District Attorney



By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,

Hooray, hooray for Golden Valley

Unified School District. Just 10 short

years ago Madera Unified turned the

keys to Webster Elementary over to the

new Golden Valley Unified in an offi-

cial transfer of property on July 1,

1999. The five-member first school

board was given one year by the Cali-

fornia State Superintendent to create a

school district and operate schools. In

1999 Webster Elementary, Independ-

ence High and Camelot High were

opened for students. As a part of that

first school board I remember hiring the

first superintendent (Ed Costa), opening

our first storefront district office, hiring

the first district

staff, passing the

first bond, buying

property and work-

ing with the

Madera County Of-

fice staff so that we

received from

Madera Unified the

correct share that

belonged to Golden Valley Unified in

the election.

The teachers at Webster Elemen-

tary, which was a K-8 grade school

under Madera Unified, had to make the

choice of staying with Madera Unified

and leaving Webster or giving the new

Golden Valley Unified a chance and

stay on at Webster. Some teachers chose

to leave and some chose to stay and are

still with us after 10 years of being

Golden Valley. Getting the teachers

records from Madera Unified turned out

to be a hassle but was finally resolved

before Webster Elementary started in

August of 1999. At the same time deals

were being put together with Clovis

Unified to make our bus routes and take

care of the buses that we received in the

settlement from Madera Unified. Clovis

Unified also was willing to provide

food for Golden Valley Schools. Bus

drivers and custodians had to be hired.

A store front was rented as Golden Val-

ley Unified’s first high school class-

rooms. These were named

Independence High and Camelot High.

These two high schools graduated nine

students that first year. The class of

2000 held the graduation ceremony at

the Madera Center College which had

also just opened. During those first

years the school board members and

Superintendent Costa ate, slept and

lived Golden Valley Unified 24 hours a

day. We were always on call.

My latest project, since I have

taken pictures since the beginning, is

putting a scrapbook together of Golden

Valley’s 10 years as a school district.

Golden Valley Superintendent Sarah

Koligian is also working to put together

10- year recognition of the district as

she opens the new Ranchos Middle

School.

This last month has been very emo-

tional for me. I have six grandchildren,

the youngest of which is Nick Morin who

just graduated from Liberty High. Nick

started at Webster Elementary and grad-

uated with many of the students with

whom he started

kindergarten. On

June 3, 2009 I at-

tended the Educa-

tional Options

graduation of 20

students. On June 4,

2009 I attended

with my family the

graduation of 132

students, including Nick, at Liberty

High. It was a beautiful ceremony and

the weather behaved for us all. On June

5, 2009 it was time for the 8th grade pro-

motional ceremony of 145 students in the

Liberty Gym because the weather was so

iffy. In the 10 years that Golden Valley

Unified has been in business I have at-

tended all of the graduations and 8th

grade promotions. I am so proud of our

California Distinguished School District.

So now many of our students are in

Summer School. Ranchos Middle

School and Liberty High summer

school students are at Liberty High

from 7:30 to 1:30 p.m. Monday through

Thursday from June 9 to July 16. There

was also a paid program called the

“SEA” program which cost $200 and

was an enrichment program that went

from 8 to 11:55 a.m., June 9 to July 2.

All California School Districts

have a challenge in the coming year be-

cause of the California State budget

problems. It will be a tight squeeze but

since we started Golden Valley with

only a $60,000 loan from the state when

we started this district, I know Golden

Valley will survive. We have a good

school board and a good superintendent

to watch the money trail and make sure

that we stay in business.

We have a good school board
and a good superintendent to
watch the money trail and make
sure that we stay in business.
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www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

Interlocking Paving Stone
Never Cracks • Lifetime Product Warranty 

Dozens of Colors • Shapes & Styles
$ SAVE MONEY $ $ DO IT RIGHT THE 1st TIME $

call for your FREE estimate

Expert Design Service
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CRACKING CONCRETE!!!

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
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Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

Hooray! Ten Years for GV Schools

www.The Ranchos.com
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The Pastor’s Desk

By Bob Crabb

One  o f  t he  mos t  beau t i fu l

ideas  and  fo rms  o f  l i t e r a tu re  i s

ou r  Dec la ra t ion  o f  Independence

wr i t t en  in  1776 .  Pa r t i cu la r ly  the

second Paragraph:  “We hold  these

t ru ths  to  be  se l f - ev iden t ,  t ha t  a l l

men  a re  c rea t ed  equa l ,  t ha t  t hey

are  endowed by  the i r  Crea tor  wi th

ce r t a in  una l i enab le  r igh t s ,  t ha t

among  these  a re  l i f e ,  l i be r ty  and

the  pursu i t  o f  happiness .”

I f  we  can  unders tand  the  word

“men”  today  a s  r e fe r r ing  to  bo th

men  and  women  rega rd le s s  o f

race ,  creed or  aff i l ia t ion,  then th is

second  Paragraph  o f  the  Dec la ra -

t ion  of  Independence  i s  a  s tunning

repor t  o f  good news.  For  so  many

in  the  wor ld  who are  coming f rom

a  p lace  o f  i n -

equa l i ty  and  a

p lace  where  l i f e

i s  cond i t iona l

and  l i be r ty  i s

d i s t r e s sed  and

the  pu r su i t  o f

happiness  i s  ou t -

l awed ,  t hese

words  r ing  out .

S ince  tha t

t ime  o f  1776 ,

r evo lu t ions  and

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s

have  o f t en  used

these  words

f rom our  Dec la -

r a t ion  o f  Inde -

pendence .  B lack  and  wh i t e

abo l i t i on i s t s  u sed  these  words  to

cha l l enge  s l ave ry  in  the  Un i t ed

Sta tes  pr ior  to  the  c iv i l  war.  Civ i l

r igh t s  suppor t e r s  r a l l i ed  beh ind

these  words  in  the i r  f igh t  aga ins t

r ac i sm in  the  1950s  and  1960s .  I

unders tand  tha t  these  words  had  a

p ro found  impac t  on  the  F rench

Revo lu t ion  in  1789 .  In  the  19 th

cen tu ry  the  p r inc ip l e s  o f  t hese

words  were  adop ted  by  La t in

Amer ican  movements  f igh t ing  for

independence  f rom European

colonia l  powers .  

These  words  have  in f luenced

more  recent  s t ruggles  for  na t iona l

ident i ty.  The  ideas  and  pr inc ipa ls

in  these  words  have  moved  men

and  women  to  g rea t  ac t s  o f  va lo r

and  courage  to  e s t ab l i sh  na t ions ,

inc i t e  causes  and  in f l ame  pas -

s ions .  Fo r  many  o f  u s  in  the

church ,  the  Body of  Chr is t ,  I  dare

say  we  fee l  the  pass ion  and  ce le -

bra te  the  Declara t ion  of  Independ-

ence .  

L ike  the  Dec la ra t ion  o f  Inde -

pendence ,  t he  church  ga the red

around  Jesus  Chr i s t  ho lds  ce r ta in

t ru ths  to  be  se l f  ev iden t :  The

church  i s  t he  Body  o f  Chr i s t .  I

f ind  th i s  to  be  an  inc red ib le  idea

and I  can  hard ly  be l ieve  or  under-

s t and  i t .  S t .  Pau l  ac tua l ly  made

the  c la im d i rec t ly,  he  sa id :  “Now

you  ( the  church )  a re  the  body  o f

Chr i s t ,  and  each  one  o f  you  i s  a

par t  o f  i t , ”  (1  Cor  12:27  NIV) .

Pau l  a l so  made  the  g rea t  p ro -

posa l  o f  f a i th  tha t  i n  the  pa r t i c i -

pa t ion  o f  Ho ly  Communion  tha t

the  people  of  Chr i s t  ac tua l ly  par-

t i c ipa t e  in  the

rea l  p re sence  o f

Jesus  he re  on

ea r th .  I t  i s  a l -

mos t  l i ke  s tudy-

ing  Quan tum

Mechan ics .  I t  i s

a lmos t  too  d i ff i -

cu l t  and  impos -

s ib l e  to

u n d e r s t a n d .

Somehow,  we

a re  no t  on ly  the

Body  o f  Chr i s t

in  the  wor ld ,  bu t

somehow we  ac -

tua l ly  pa r t i c i -

pa t e  in  Chr i s t ’s

p resence  in  Ho ly  Communion .

Pau l  s a id :  “ I s  no t  t he  cup  o f

thanksg iv ing  fo r  wh ich  we  g ive

thanks  a  par t ic ipat ion  in  the  b lood

of  Chr i s t ?  And  i s  no t  t he  b read

tha t  we  b reak  a  pa r t i c ipa t ion  in

the  body of  Chr is t?  Because  there

i s  one  b read ,  we ,  who  a re  many,

are  one  body,  for  we a l l  par take  of

the  one  b read ,”  (1  Cor  10 :16-20

NIV) .

Paul  made  the  case  tha t  every-

one  in  the  church  had  a  ro l e  –  a

job  –  in  the  Body  of  Chr i s t .  Pau l

seemed  to  th ink  tha t  t he  church

was not  jus t  a  gather ing of  people ,

but  tha t  everyone  had  a  ro le  in  the

communi ty  o f  f a i th  ga the red

a round  Jesus .  Pau l  wro te :  “The

g i f t s  t ha t  God  gave  us  were  tha t

Something to Really Celebrate

In the journey of  l i fe ,
there are many of us who can
claim that we were once lost
and a stranger to God.  But
somebody found us, somebody
loved us,  somebody reached
out and said to us when we
least  deserved i t :  “I  claim
you as my family,  once you
were an enemy, but now I call
you friend.” 

Please see PASTOR on P. 7

Click on “Local News” at 

FIREWORKS

FIREWORKS  STAND

for the 4th of July

Get your

at the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
& Friends of the Ranchos Library

Next to the Ranchos Diner in the Maywood Center
Come out and support your local library and chamber!

July 1 - 4 • 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
6
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6
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9Ranchos Dental Care

& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
559-645-5320

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
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Chamber Offering Travel Plans
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is  coordinating TRAVEL

TRIPS for  Ranchos residents  that  range from a Kings River  whitewa-

te r  ra f t ing  t r ip  on  the  Four th  of  Ju ly  to  a  c ru ise  to  Alaska  next

June/July.  The t r ips  being offered at  present  include:

We are  current ly  taking reservat ions for  a l l  of  the above t r ips  and

some payment  plans can be set  up for  a l l  t r ips .

Quest ions  can be  answered by ca l l ing  559-474-0505 or  emai l ing

Sharry Rivas at  sr ivas@prodigy.net .

1)   Oct .  9-11,  2009  Reno charter bus trip to Ital ian Fest ival .  3  

days/  2  nights .  Ages 10 years and up.

2)   Feb.  or March 2010 Reno Amtrak Snow/Fun Train for 3 

days/2 nights .  Ages 21 and over.

3)   June/  July 2010  10 day Alaska Cruise on Princess cruise l ine 

round tr ip from SF.  Al l  Ages  (special  programs on board for 

chi ldren of  a l l  ages) .

Your friendly neighborhood    produce stand

33480 Ave. 9 at Road 33 1/2
559-269-9272

Home-Grown Organic ProduceHome-Grown Organic Produce

• first fruits of the season • tree fruit • fresh
cherries • apricots • tomatoes • produce 6

/0
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Not one of the problems I see is

caused by our  government’s  bas ic

foundat ion.  Don’t  ge t  me wrong,

the  foundat ion has  a  couple  of

cracks that  need patching.  The ini-

t iat ives l ike Prop. 13 and Prop. 218

need to  be  replaced by something

that  works  bet ter.  At  the  sum-

mit / ra l ly  Prop.  13 was  ca l led  the

third rai l  of  Cal i fornia  pol i t ics .  I f

the idea was to el iminate Prop.  13

I would be standing in front  of  the

l ine of  protesters .  If  what  was sug-

gested was to replace i t  with a new

and improved,  wel l -wri t ten  prop

13,  i t  would be a different  s tory.  

Use what we have learned,  look

at  where  i t  i s  unbalanced and un-

fair,  look at  the loopholes our l i t t le

garden gnomes in Sacramento have

found and close them.

We of ten  e lec t  good people  to

represent  us but  the system quiet ly

and secre t ly  corrupts  them unt i l

one  day they have turned in to

sneaky,  calculat ing,  compromising

lit t le gnomes wasting our money. If

they dare  to  cross  the  par ty  l ine ,

their  ears get  a l i t t le pointy;  if  they

stand on their  t rue bel iefs ,  they are

thumped on the head by party lead-

ership unti l  they are much shorter,

s tr ipped of  their  garments of  logic,

truth and the need to represent  the

people  that  voted for  them.  The

process  cont inues :  they are  re-

warded for  s taying in  l ine  by re-

ceiving thei r  pointed  hats  ( the

party way of thinking) and the con-

cept  of  “This  i s  how i t  i s  done in

Sacramento.”  I f  you help  with  the

transi t ion of  new arr ivals  and pro-

tec t  the  process  you get  rewarded

with  colorful  c lo thes  (commit tee

appointments) .  We don’t  see  the

change taking place because it  isn’t

“poof” – you are a gnome; it  is ever

so gradual .

The cockroaches are the special

in teres t  groups ,  the  ra ts  are  the

lobbyists .  We need an exterminator

not  a  new foundation.

D.O.G. cont. from P. 4

some  wou ld  be  apos t l e s ,  some

prophe t s ,  some evange l i s t s ,  some

pas tors  and  teachers ,  to  equip  the

saints  for  the  work of  minis t ry,  for

bu i ld ing  up  the  body  o f  Chr i s t ,

( that  i s  the  church) ,”  (Eph 4:11-12

NRSV).

Jesus  made  the  case  tha t  we

are  to  do  what  He  d id :  “ I  te l l  you

the  t ru th ,  anyone  who has  fa i th  in

me  wi l l  do  wha t  I  have  been

do ing .  He  wi l l  do  even  g rea t e r

th ings  than  these ,  because  I  am

going  to  the  Fa ther,”  ( John  14:12

NIV) .

We may not be able to do what

Jesus did with any kind of perfec-

tion, but by goodness, we sure can

practice what Jesus did. By good-

ness, we sure can rehearse and at-

tempt and try and go through what

Jesus did. By goodness, we can prac-

tice “agape” loving like Jesus did.

Af t e r  a l l ,  i sn ' t  t he  church  a

mat te r  o f  f a i th  and  love  and  i sn ' t

God  a  ma t t e r  o f  f a i th  and  love?

Doesn’ t  l i f e  r equ i r e  a  cupfu l  o f

f a i th  and  doesn ’ t  l i f e  r equ i r e  a

b read  c rumb o f  l ove?  To  say  the

Lord ' s  p raye r,  t o  a sk  fo r  fo rg ive-

ness  and  g ive  fo rg iveness  to  o th -

ers  –  to  be l ieve  tha t  the  t rue  love

of  God wi l l  p reva i l  –  doesn’t  tha t

r equ i r e  some  k ind  o f  f a i th  and

doesn’t  tha t  t ake  prac t ice?

One t ime,  Jesus  said:  "Come to

me ,  a l l  you  who  a re  wea ry  and

burdened,  and I  wi l l  g ive  you res t .

Take  my yoke  upon you and  learn

f rom me,  for  I  am gent le  and  hum-

ble  in  hear t ,  and  you wi l l  f ind  res t

fo r  your  sou l s .  Fo r  my  yoke  i s

easy  and  my  burden  i s  l i gh t , ”

(Mat thew 11:28) .

“These words” of  Jesus remind

me of  the words of  Emma Lazarus

that  are  inscr ibed in  the  Sta tue  of

Liber ty.  In  those  words  I  see  the

gospel  of  Jesus and I  can hear  the

words  of  the  church:  “Give  me

your t ired,  your poor,  your huddled

masses  yearn ing  to  brea the  f ree ,

the  wretched refuse  of  your  teem-

ing  shore .  Send these ,  the  home-

less ,  t empes t - tossed  to  me,  I  l i f t

my lamp beside the golden door!”

In the journey of  l i fe ,  there  are

many of  us  who can  c la im tha t  we

were  once  lo s t  and  a  s t r ange r  to

God .  Bu t  somebody  found  us ,

somebody  loved  us ,  somebody

reached  ou t  and  sa id  to  us  when

we leas t  deserved  i t :  “ I  c la im you

as  my  fami ly,  once  you  were  an

enemy,  but  now I  ca l l  you  f r iend .”  

Tha t  “ somebody”  was  Je sus

Chr i s t  and  today  we  have  some-

th ing  to  ce lebra te .

Rev Bob Crabb is the Pastor of
the Christian Mission Center meeting
at 36875 Avenue 12 (Loren Way and
Ave. 12). They worship Sundays at
10:30 a.m. and all are welcome.

PASTOR cont. from P. 6



By Ellen Mester

Adopt-A-Book program

The Ranchos Library has established a new program to help keep the library stocked with

quality children’s books during these tough economic times. Each quarter there will be 12 new chil-

dren’s non-fiction books available for adoption. These books are selected by a children’s librarian

for quality, content and relevance. They may be adopted for $20 each by one or more people and

there will be a book plate placed on the inside cover with the names of the adoptive person(s). Adop-

tion papers will be signed by the staff and copies available for tax purposes. Periodic updates on the

life and care of the book will also be available by the library staff at the front desk. 

The first set of books available for adoption pertains to the “Be Creative Summer Reading

Program” theme. Six of the books are about different types of music such as rock, reggae, country,

classical, hip-hop and Latin with the sub-title of “Create and Appreciate What Makes Music Great!”

The other six books focus on different crafts such as melt/pour soap, beaded jewelry, clay projects,

rubber stamp art, scrapbooking and various painted crafts. These books are appropriate for a wide

age range with simple instructions yet enough depth to be interesting for older kids too. 

New Library Fund-Raising

We are always looking for innovative fund-raising ideas to help us build a new library. Al-

though the Ranchos Library is a branch of the Madera County Library, the funds needed to build a

new library will have to come from several sources. Sources will include private donors, the com-

munity and the Friends of the Ranchos Library. Grant funding and funds allocated from state and

local government will make up the rest of it. 

We have S.H.A.R.E. cards for Save Mart and Food Max that will give the New Library 3 per-

cent on purchases made at their stores. If you don’t have one yet, be sure to stop by the library and

pick one up. We also are part of the Kids 4 Recycling program that will generate income from re-

cycling. And we have coffee mugs, book bags, Snickers bars and pencils for sale as well as our reg-

ular book sales. All these things help but we need some major fund-raising! If anyone has any ideas

and would like to help us build a new library, please contact me at the library. 

Be Creative @ the Ranchos Library!

The Summer Reading Program has begun! Join us each week at the library for creative activ-

ities and programs. Pick up your reading log packet and win prizes for reading. It’s a great way for

children to spend the summer — at no cost to mom and dad. A list of the activities and performers

are listed below. 

Summer Line-up

(already underway)

Kick-off party June 18th Noon to 5 pm.

Music: The Resistance June 24th 2 p.m.

Art: Mural painting July 1 2 p.m.

Science: Mr. Bubble Man July 8 2 p.m.

Puppetry: Matt McGee July 15 2 p.m.

Paper/Story art: Randel McGee July 22 2 p.m.

Movement: Electronic games July 29 2 p.m.

The Teen portion of the Summer Reading Program, “Express Yourself @ the Ranchos Li-

brary!” had an excellent turnout for its kick-off party with 26 kids from the Ranchos Middle School

and Liberty High School in attendance. We played electronic games, board games, made jewelry,

ate pizza and won door prizes. Teens: you can still pick up your reading log at the Ranchos Library

or at Liberty H.S. library. 

Book Recommendations

Juvenile Fiction: Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls. There is nothing better some-

times than re-reading an old favorite like this book. It has been a classic for a long time yet still

maintains all the initial charm and excitement. Like most boys, Billie wanted a dog — not just any

dog, but a hound dog; two in fact. After saving for two years, Billie finally has enough to send a way

for two pups. Too anxious to wait for them to arrive by train and then by wagon, Billie walks over

20 miles to the train station to pick up his dogs. Carrying the two pups on his back he walks back

home. While camped beside a creek he spies a heart carved into the bark of a tree with the names

Ann and Dan inside. Feeling this was a sign, Billie names his new pups, Little Ann and Old Dan.

Over the next several months, Billie trains his pups how to hunt

raccoons. He teaches them how crafty raccoons can be when they

are trying to lose blood hounds on their trail. His dogs become ex-

pert and with the extra income that the raccoon furs bring, he

helps his family to make ends meet on the family farm in the

Ozarks. The bond between the dogs and Billie is very precious,

and the whole family grows to love them too. Where the Red
Fern Grows has significance at the end of this heart-warming

story. 

Adult Fiction: The Loop by Nicholas Evans. It’s the bi-

ologists against the ranchers with a wolf family caught in the

middle. Buck Caulder is a third generation Montana rancher
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The Bookshelf

Please see BOOKSHELF on P. 15

“Adopt A Book” Helps You Keep Madera Ranchos Library Stocked
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16911 Hill Drive, Madera • Financing Available O.A.C.

When honesty and quality work matter ... Call

Contractor’s Lic. #862395       675-1681
Brian Padilla

call

SUMMER SPECIAL

(one coupon per customer - coupon

MUST be presented at time of service)

10 OFF
SERVICE

CALL

We do SERVICE & WARRANTY

repairs on all makes

and models!

We do SERVICE & WARRANTY

repairs on all makes

and models!

$
SUMMER SPECIAL

FREE
estimate
on complete unit

change outs

DUCTCLEANINGSERVICEnow available

(one coupon per customer - coupon

MUST be presented at time of service)
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Outdoor Movie Night!EVERY FRIDAY

join us
for

Free!
totally

THRU AUG. 28!!!

Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School
July 20 - July 24

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Puppet Town

Ministries
each night

Crafts and fun activities • P
arents’ Night

Fridays with FREE BBQ • Waterslide

Bounce House on Fridays

too!

Visit www.goldenvalleychurch.com for movie

titles and for more information about

Golden Valley Baptist

Church.

Golden Valley Baptist ChurchGolden Valley Baptist Church 12414 RD 37
645-1700
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By President Steve Monk

Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos

would like to wish all of our new

grads congratulations and remember

to make every moment count in life.

This is the time for all the schools in

Golden Valley

School Dis-

trict to have a

celebration for

the graduating

students and

members from

the Kiwanis

Club of the

Ranchos were

at each and

every event. It

is a time for

all of us to

wish these stu-

dents success

on their new

endeavors.

July Fourth is here and once

again the Kiwanis Club of the Ran-

chos has our Fireworks Booth

fundraiser. This year we have moved

our location to S&K Market's park-

ing lot. Please help support our local

kids by purchasing you fireworks

from the Kiwanis Club booth. Stop

by and have some fun.

Now let’s talk about what the Ki-

wanis is all about. The Kiwanis Club

of the Ranchos

is a service club

c o l l e c t i v e l y

united by local

c o m m u n i t y

members look-

ing to volunteer

their time and

resources to en-

hance the lives

of children in

their local com-

munity and

worldwide. We

help sponsor

many service

p r o j e c t s

throughout the

world, but we pay special attention

to our local community schools and

children by holding fund raisers and

sponsoring, or co-sponsoring, events

The 2009 Kiwanis Student of the Year award
was presented to Clare Wardle who received a plaque
and a $500 savings bond from the Kiwanis Club.

KIWANIS
KORNER

that help children here in the Madera

Ranchos.

The Kiwanis Club of the Ran-

chos would like to thank everyone

who supported our Cross the River

Run. This year we had over 120 par-

ticipants. The Cross the River Run

helps to raise money to support local

scholarship programs offered by the

Kiwanis Club. 

During the Ranchos Middle

School Promotion

Ceremony the Hope

of America Award

was presented to Jay-

cob Rousey and Jor-

dyn DeChamplain.

The 2009 Kiwanis

Student of the Year

award was presented

to Clare Wardle who

received a plaque

and a $500 savings

bond from the Kiwa-

nis Club.

If you are interested in volun-

teering some time and giving back to

your community, please feel free to

connect with any of our new officers

for 2008. They would be happy to

answer your questions. 

What is on track for the club in

the next few months:

Fourth of July Fireworks booth

Special Olympic Fishing Derby,

July 11

One more  announcement  to

make for  our  c lub is  our  meet ing

t imes  have changed.  The c lub is

now meeting at  the Pizza Factory.

The Pizza  Factory  has  graciously

donated their  meeting room for our

use.  Our meetings are every Thurs-

day evening a t  6 :30 pm at  the

Pizza  Factory,  ex-

cept  the f irs t  Thurs-

day of  the  month

which is  held  a t

6 :45 am to  help  ac-

commodate  our

members  who have

diff icul ty  a t tending

the  evening meet-

ings .  Thanks  again

to  Hal  and Mary

Ann Parks  for  do-

nat ing the  meet ing

room at  the Pizza Factory.

Visit www.ranchoskiwanis.org

to reach us online or you can also

write to us at:

Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos,

37221 Avenue 12 1-C #29

Madera, CA 93636

559-645-4735

President - Steven Monk

President Elect - John Herrera

Vice President - Sharon Dunn

Secretary - Sandy Monk

Treasurer - Marie Cameron

Past President - Pam Glueck

Board Member - Chris Parks

Board Member - Jim Heiden

Board Member - Joliene Mason

Board Member - Virginia Vick

Board Member - Ollie Ridge
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by Woody Laughnan
The Olde Cowboy
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You wanted it and now it’s here!
Premium & Specialty Coffees 

in the Ranchos!

37164 Avenue 12 #102
(next to Subway)

645-1225

MONDAY - THURSDAY

6 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

6 a.m. - 7 p.m.

6/09

I had to look twice at the figure trudg-

ing along the railroad track because I’d not

seen the likes of him in years, an honest-

to-goodness hobo with a bindle sack, and

apparently only a few minutes removed

from a box car and heading toward the

downtown Rescue Mission. In another

time he wouldn’t be going in this direction,

but to a nearby grove of eucalyptus where

hobos cooked and huddled around smol-

dering fires.

Catching up and falling in stride, nei-

ther of us spoke for a minute or so. Al-

though not as colorful as hobos of old, he

did possess a number of traditional trap-

pings: rag-tag clothes, frying pan dangling

from the bindle, red bandana around the

neck and a water pipe opener.

“You a cop?” he asked with a surly

glance and grimace that ex-

posed a black hole left by

two missing front teeth and

a scraggily lock of grimy

gray hair curled from under

a battered gray felt.

No, I told him, that I

was out on my morning

stroll and hadn’t seen a

hobo in years and did he

mind if I tailed along.

He grunted something

unintelligible; apparently it

was in the positive. But

rather than continue down-

town, he headed toward a

smoldering campfire be-

neath a freeway ramp where

a couple of disheveled men

were eating something

they’d prepared in a gallon

can. One quickly held a hand against the

left side of his face as we approached and

scowled at me.

“What the hell you looking at?” he

asked.

“Nothing,” I said, careful not to look

at him. But I did before he concealed a

large ugly birthmark that covered most of

the left side of` his face.

Assuming this was a sort of hobo jun-

gle, I looked around for a resident tramp

but apparently there wasn’t one as there

would have been when the world and I

were young. Folks used to believe tramp

was just another name for hobo but that

was rarely the case. Hobos were generally

on the move, although now and then tak-

ing temporary field work but always with

itchy feet to be moving on down the line to

the next place, while a tramp was pretty

much a camp regular, living on leftover

food in hobo pots and discards of nearby

residents. Back on the farm we lived about

a half mile from the track and now and then

a hobo came to the kitchen door for a hand-

out, offering to chop wood or hoe weeds in

payment. Papa hired a few of them over the

years to help with the haying but they

never stayed long because mama was by

no means a gourmet cook. Nevertheless,

mama was a God-fearing, hymn-singing,

heaven-praising, heathen-hating Missouri

Baptist with a passion for helping folks

out, and always managed to fix something

for a hungry hobo. One day in particular

that I remember she fixed one a liverwurst,

peanut butter, mayonnaise and dill pickle

sandwich and the hobo took one bite,

yelled “rat poison,” spat it out and threw it

toward our old dog, Spareribs, who wasn’t

having any of it either and ran to the barn

and hid out most of the af-

ternoon. I told the story and

one of the hobos – grizzled,

unshaven and in dire need

of a shower – grinned.

“That sandwich sure

don’t sound appetizin’ to me

either,” he said. “In the old

days when we ran into

houses where the missus

was a poor cook, we made a

‘skull and bones’ pencil

mark on a post warning the

next ‘bo not to stop there.”

I asked how it was rid-

ing the freights today and

the birth-marked man, still

holding hand over the left

cheek, spat a wad of chew-

ing tobacco on the fire and

listened to it sizzle.

“They ain’t many of us old-timers out

on the road no more,” he said “Not many

open box car doors for one thing, some

downright nasty bulls (railroad police) for

another, but worst of all, there are some

*$%@#’s’ on the run ridin’ out there nowa-

days who’d cut your throat for a dime.”

I would guess he is right. And I saw it

coming on my last ride back in 1988.

“The old days were best days,” added

the hobo I’d walked with to the under-

pass, a melancholy tone in his voice. “In

the olden days we protected each other,

and we didn’t steal from one another ei-

ther. We were truly ‘Knights of the

Road.’”

Then reaching into his bindle sack for

a pencil, on a piece of brown wrapping

paper he drew some crude signs he said

hobos left on buildings, fences and other

places to advise the next passer by what to

expect.

NOW
THROUGH
JULY 4TH

S&K MARKET
PARKING LOT
ON AVENUE 12

We thank the members of the Ranchos community who have given their generous

support over the years to the Ranchos Kiwanis fireworks booth. Come buy your favorite

fireworks from us or check out some of the exciting new products. Remember what July

4th is all about and practice safe fireworks techniques. This is one of our largest

fundraisers for the year and proceeds benefit the children of our community. Thank

you for your patronage.
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Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday

Kid’s Church.................10 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Worship..................  ....10 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Sunday School.......................8:30 a.m.

Youth...........................................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................6:30 - 8 p.m.

Worship Service

Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)

Missionettes (Girls 5-17)

Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)
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674-1663

14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

6/09

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint

• Color Matching

• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening

• Unibody Frame 
Repairs

• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES

6
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by Jean Briner

Befo re  I  s t a r t  t he  a r t i c l e  f o r

t h i s  m o n t h ’s  i s s u e ,  I  w a n t  t o

s i n c e r e l y  t h a n k  a l l  t h e  k i n d

c a l l s ,  e - m a i l s  a n d  p e o p l e  c o m -

i n g  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  a n d  c o m -

m e n t i n g  o n  t h e  a r t i c l e s .  I ’ v e

r e c e i v e d  s o m e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g

r e c i p e s  a n d  i n t e n d  t o  u s e  a s

many  a s  I  c an  i n  coming  i s sue s .

B u t  p l e a s e ,  d o n ’ t  s t o p .  I f  y o u

h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e

to  sha r e ,  p l ea se  l e t  me  know.

M y  f a v o r i t e  m e a l  t o  e a t  o u t

i s  b r eak fa s t .  I ’m  abou t  t he  on ly

o n e  i n  t h e

f a m i l y  t h a t

l i k e s  t o  e a t

b r e a k f a s t  o u t ,

s o  I  d o n ’ t  g e t

t o  d o  i t  v e r y

o f t e n  u n l e s s  I

wan t  to  go  in to

a  r e s t au r an t  by

m y s e l f .  H o w -

e v e r,  I  h a v e  a

f r i e n d  t h a t

a l s o  l i k e s

b r e a k f a s t  o u t

s o  w e  m e e t

e v e r y  c o u p l e

o f  m o n t h s  f o r

b r eak fa s t .

O u r  ( m a t e r n a l )  g r a n d p a  a n d

g r a n d m a  h a d  a  f a r m  o f  a b o u t

4 0 - p l u s  a c r e s  w i t h  a b o u t  2 5

c o w s  t h a t  h a d  t o  b e  m i l k e d

t w i c e  a  d a y.  U n t i l  t h e y  g o t

o l d e r,  t h e y  f a r m e d  i t  b y  t h e m -

s e l v e s .  I  r e m e m b e r  g o i n g  t o

v i s i t  t h e m  a n d  t h e y  a l w a y s  h a d

a  b ig  b r eak fa s t .  The re  wou ld  be

a  m e a t  o f  s o m e  k i n d ,  p o r k

c h o p s ,  h o m e m a d e  s a u s a g e ,  h a m

o r  s o m e t i m e s  f r i e d  r a b b i t  ( a s  I

t o l d  R a c h a e l ,  “ N o ,  i t  w a s n ’ t

Thumper. ” ) ,  eggs  f r e sh  f rom the

h e n  h o u s e  a n d  a l w a y s  b i s c u i t s

a n d  g r a v y,  a n d  a l l  c o o k e d  o n  a

w o o d  s t o v e .  T h e n  t h e r e  w o u l d

a lways  be  e i the r  canned  o r  f r e sh

f r u i t .  A f t e r  t h e  c o w s  w e r e

mi lked  and  mos t  o f  t he  morn ing

c h o r e s  w e r e  d o n e ,  t h e y  w o u l d

come in  fo r  “d inner”  a round  two

o ’ c l o c k  a n d  h a v e  a  b i g  m e a l ,

t h e n  g o  b a c k  o u t  a n d  f i n i s h

t h e i r  w o r k  a n d  a t  d u s k  t h e y

w o u l d  c o m e  i n  a n d  h a v e  “ s u p -

pe r”  wh ich  wou ld  be  co ld  ce rea l

i n  t h e  s u m m e r  ( I  r e m e m b e r

g r a n d p a ’s  f a v o r i t e  c e r e a l  w a s

pu ff ed  r i c e )  o r  ho t  c e r ea l  i n  t he

w i n t e r ,  o r

s o m e t i m e s

b a k e d  s w e e t

po t a toe s .  

I  c an ’ t  f i nd

m y  m o m ’s

r e c i p e  f o r  b i s -

c u i t s  –  t h e y

w e r e  s o  l i g h t

a n d  f l u f f y.

Tha t  was  abou t

t h e  o n l y  t h i n g

s h e  r e a l l y  d i d -

n ’ t  e n j o y  m a k -

i n g ,  b u t  i f  w e

b e g g e d  s h e

w o u l d  d o  i t .

She  s a id  when  she  was  g rowing

u p  s h e  h a d  t o  g e t  u p  e v e r y

m o r n i n g  a n d  m a k e  b i s c u i t s  f o r

t h e i r  f a m i l y  b e f o r e  s c h o o l

s t a r t ed .  

Fo rg ive  me  mama  fo r  wha t  I

a m  a b o u t  t o  s a y  b u t  I  r e a l i z e

mak ing  b i s cu i t s  f r om sc r a t ch  i s

n o t  t h e  e a s i e s t  t h i n g  a n d  i t  i s

v e r y  t i m e  c o n s u m i n g ,  a n d

messy.  B i squ i ck  makes  a  p r e t t y

good  b i s cu i t  and  t he r e  a r e  t hose

canned  b i s cu i t s  wh ich  some  a r e

p r e t t y  g o o d ,  b u t  y o u  h a v e  t o

b a k e  t h e  w h o l e  c a n  H a v e  y o u

Please see RECIPES on P. 12

As a side note here, if your
mom, dad, grandma, grandpa,
or any other family member,
neighbor or even if you are at a
pot luck and there is something
you like and would want to pre-
serve that recipe ASK FOR IT!
Because if you don’t and it isn’t
written down, when they are
gone so is the recipe. 

$

30% FEDERAL
TAX CREDIT

6499
COMPLETE
12 mos. SAME AS CASH (O.A.C.)

only

• Hot water FREE from the sun
• Protects the environment
• Reduces dependence on PG&E
• No upfront costs
• As seen on Extreme Makeover-

Home Edition
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

LIC. 837274

www.huckabeeshvac.com

hvacbysam@sbcglobal.net
559-662-0336
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Service Schedule 

Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. 

3rd Monday of the Month 7 p.m. Manna Link Food Distribution 

For needy families.  Everyone Welcome!

Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups   Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night

RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA  93638 559-645-0722

6/09

559-438-1100
11116 HWY 41 • Madera (Rolling Hills)

HOME OWNERS • CONTRACTORS • PARTIES • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

6/09

t r i e d  t h e  f r o z e n  b i s c u i t s  i n  a

bag?  P i l l sbu ry  m akes  t hem,  and

a l so  i f  you  have  the  Swans  home

d e l i v e r y,  t h e y  h a v e  t h e m .  Yo u

o n l y  h a v e  t o  t h a w  a n d  b a k e

w h a t e v e r  n u m b e r  y o u  n e e d ,  a n d

p o p  t h e  r e s t  b a c k  i n  t h e  f r e e z e r

i n  t h e  s e a l e d  b a g .  A n d ,  u n t i l

t hey  f i nd  t he  bag  i n  t he  f r e eze r,

y o u  c a n  s a y  t h e y  a r e  “ h o m e -

made . ”

A s  a  s i d e  n o t e  h e r e ,  i f  y o u r

mom,  dad ,  g r andma ,  g r andpa ,  o r

any  o the r  f ami ly  member,  ne igh -

b o r  o r  e v e n  i f  y o u  a r e  a t  a  p o t

l uck  and  t he r e  i s  some th ing  you

l i ke  and  wou ld  wan t  t o  p r e se rve

t h a t  r e c i p e  A S K  F O R  I T !  B e -

c a u s e  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  a n d  i t  i s n ’ t

w r i t t e n  d o w n ,  w h e n  t h e y  a r e

gone  so  i s  t he  r e c ipe .  

To d a y,  w i t h  l i f e  b e i n g  o n

s u c h  a  f a s t  p a c e ,  w e  d o n ’ t  h a v e

(o r  t ake )  t he  t ime  fo r  b r eak fa s t .

I t ’s  c o f f e e  a n d  t o a s t  i f  y o u  a r e

lucky,  and  the  k ids  ge t  a  bowl  o f

F ru i t  Loops  o r  a  Pop  Ta r t .  As  a l l

t h e  n u t r i t i o n i s t s  t e l l  u s ,  b r e a k -

f a s t  i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  m e a l

o f  t he  day.  I t  doe sn ’ t  have  t o  be

a  “g randpa  and  g r andma”  b r eak -

f a s t ,  bu t  some th ing  nu t r i t i ous .  

Abou t  a  week  be fo r e  Eas t e r,

I  was  t a l k ing  t o  Vi rg in i a  Vick  i n

the  Chamber  o f f i c e  abou t  Eas t e r

d inne r.  She  s a id  she  and  Merv in

h a v e  E a s t e r  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l y  o n

S a t u r d a y  b e f o r e  E a s t e r.  T h a t

way,  t hey  can  a l l  be  t oge the r  a s

a  f a m i l y  o n  S a t u r d a y,  a n d  o n

E a s t e r  S u n d a y  t h e  k i d s  c a n  a l l

go  t o  t he i r  own  chu rch  and  have

fami ly  t ime  in  the i r  homes .  They

s t a r t  w i th  a  b runch  –  and  wow!  I

t h o u g h t  I  w a s  t a l k i n g  t o

G r a n d m a  D r i n n e n  ( t h a t  i s  n o t  a

s l am a t  Vi rg in i a ’s ’ age  because  I

am o lde r  t han  he r ) .  She  f i xe s  a l -

m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  m y

g r a n d m a  d i d ,  a n d  t h e n  s o m e !

P o r k  C h o p s ,  s a u s a g e ,  e g g s ,  b i s -

c u i t s  a n d  g r a v y  a n d  b r e a k f a s t

c a s s e r o l e s .  T h e n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e

day  i s  spen t  p l ay ing  ca rd s ,  t ab l e

g a m e s  a n d  t h e  k i d s  h i d e  E a s t e r

e g g s .  I  t h o u g h t  t h a t  w a s  t r u l y

f a m i l y  t o g e t h e r n e s s .  T h e n  t h e y

do  some th ing  s im i l a r  on  t he  4 th

o f  J u l y  –  w o n d e r  i f  t h e y  w o u l d

w a n t  t o  a d o p t  a  7 0 +  y e a r  o l d

“daugh t e r ”  f o r  t hose  two  days?

I  a s k  Vi rg i n i a  i f  s h e  w o u l d

s h a r e  t h e  c a s s e r o l e  r e c i p e s  a n d

s h e  v e r y  g r a c i o u s l y  g a v e  t h e m

to  me .  

T h e  f i r s t  o n e  d o e s n ’ t  h a v e  a

t i t l e ,  b u t  Vi rg i n i a  s a i d  s h e  g o t

t h i s  r e c i p e  f r o m  O l l i a  R i d g e

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  a n d  u s e s  i t

e v e r y  y e a r.  S o  i f  y o u  n e e d  a

t i t l e ,  l e t ’s  c a l l  i t :

Ol l i e ’s  Breakfas t  Bake

1  Pkg .  F rozen  Hash  Browns  

( t hawed)

2  C  Sou r  C ream

2 C  Cheddar  Cheese  –  Shred -

ded

1  Can  Cream Of  Ch icken  

Soup

½ C  Chopped  On ions

¼ C        Bu t t e r  –  Me l t ed

2  T Chopped  Pa r s l ey

½ t sp  Peppe r

¼  t sp  Sa l t

M i x  a l l  i n g r e d i e n t s  i n  l a rg e

bowl .  Pou r  i n to  a  g r ea sed  9  x  13

bak ing  d i sh  and  bake  a t  350  fo r

1  hou r  –  uncove red .

Breakfas t  Cassero l e

1½ Lb .  Sausage  (Cooked  &  

Dra ined )

2  C  Sha rp  Chedda r  Cheese

10  Eggs  –  L igh t l y  Bea t en

6  C  Cubed  Bread  o r  Sea -

soned  Crou tons

3  C  Mi lk

2  t sp  Dry  Mus t a rd

1  Can  Or t ega  Ch i l i s

1  t sp  Sa l t

½  t sp  B lack  Peppe r

C o m b i n e  e g g s ,  m i l k ,  m u s -

t a rd ,  s a l t  and  peppe r.  Se t  a s i de .

P l a c e  h a l f  t h e  b r e a d  e v e n l y

i n  a  b u t t e r e d  9 x 1 3  b a k i n g  d i s h .

S p r i n k l e  w i t h  h a l f  t h e  s h r e d d e d

c h e e s e  a n d  h a l f  t h e  s a u s a g e .

P l a c e  h a l f  t h e  d r a i n e d  c a n  o f

p e p p e r s  n e x t .  R e p e a t  l a y e r i n g

i n g r e d i e n t s  a g a i n  w i t h  b r e a d ,

c h e e s e ,  s a u s a g e  a n d  p e p p e r s .

P o u r  e g g  m i x t u r e  e v e n l y  o v e r

c a s s e r o l e .  B a k e  a t  3 2 5 ,  u n c o v -

e red  55 -60  minu te s  o r  un t i l  eggs

a r e  s e t .

W h e n  R a n d y ’s  f a m i l y  l i v e d

in  sou the rn  Ca l i f o rn i a  we  wou ld

go  down  to  v i s i t  and  some t imes

w e  w o u l d  g o  t o  a  r e s t a u r a n t  i n

C l a r e m o n t  o n  F o o t h i l l  B l v d .

(pa r t  o f  t he  o ld  Rou t e  66 )  c a l l ed

G r i s w o l d ’s .  I t  w a s  a  s m o rg a s -

b o r d  r e s t a u r a n t  t h a t  s e r v e d  a

S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  b r u n c h .  T h e y

RECIPES cont. from P. 11

Please see RECIPES on P. 15
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Velvet Touch Car Wash • 645-6630

Velvet Touch
Car Wash

• Best Prices • Best Wash • Best Lounge •
• Best Service • Friendliest Employees •

Trust Your Car to the #1 Rated Car Wash!Trust Your Car to the #1 Rated Car Wash!

37075 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos

2$ 00 OFF!
full “GOLD” wash
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Support Velvet Touch Car
Wash, your local car
wash that employs
local students, so that
we can support -

• Webster School

• Sierra View

• Liberty High Sports

• Youth Soccer

• Cheerleading

• Youth Basketball

• Sober Grad

To Advertise Call
645-0634

derstand that the opposition to the Madera

Ranchos route is just as strong, vocal and

persistent.

The final route selection will be made

by the California Public Utility Commis-

sion, or the CPUC. Their web site is at

www.cpuc.ca.gov/puc. The CPUC regu-

lates privately owned electric, natural gas,

telecommunications, water, railroad, rail

transit, and passenger transportation com-

panies. Prior to the CPUC’s selection and

final decision, PG&E had to apply to the

“Independent Systems Operator” or the

ISO, which is at www.caiso.com/pu-

binfo/CPUC/index.html. The ISO is re-

sponsible for managing the flow of

electricity throughout the transmission grid

in California. The ISO is currently studying

the PG&E application and will submit their

results and recommendations to the CPUC

along with PG&E’s application. At this

time the ISO is accepting public comments

as part of their study.

“And here is where we come in”

We understand that the application to

the CPUC will be submitted soon, so we

would like to make sure ISO hears the

voices of Madera Ranchos before any for-

mal decisions get made. There will be for-

mal public hearings and all of our letters

and comments will count. We have taken

the liberty of creating a form letter to be

sent to the ISO objecting to the Ranchos

portion of the route. The letter is included

in this issue of the Ranchos Independent

as an insert, along with a stamped and ad-

dressed envelope. The letter covers the is-

sues discussed above and requests that the

ISO select another, less-populated route.

You can simply sign that form letter and

mail it in the included stamped envelope.

Even better, if you would like to, rewrite

the letter yourself, adding your own

thoughts and feelings, and mail that ver-

sion. The more letters the ISO receives,

the better our chances of avoiding this

new 500kV monster line in our commu-

nity.

A petition signed by over 200 people

opposing the PG&E plan was sent.

In addition, there were letters sent to

PG&E by other stakeholders including:

Assembly Member Mike Villines

Golden Valley School District

Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce

Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC)

This IS OUR community, as always,

no one will protect us but ourselves.

GET INVOLVED and stand up for

your rights!

PG&E cont. from P. 2

The Ranchos Youth Football is hav-

ing its 2nd Annual Dinner Dance on Sat-

urday, Aug. 8 at 6:30 p.m. at Birdstone

Winery on Road 36 and Avenue 9. Tickets

are $20 in advance or $25.00 at the door.

There will be a Live Auction and Dessert

Auction. For more information call

Michelle or John Stephens at 645-5346.

Youth Football Dinner Dance Coming

Sunday, July 19 at 12:30 p.m.,  the

American Historical Society of Germans

from Russia will be holding its Quarterly

Luncheon at the Smuggler's Inn at the cor-

ner of W. Dakota and N. Blackstone Ave,

Fresno.

The guest speaker will be Joan Kin-

cade speaking on the topic of "Coming to

America."

The menu will be marinated  Tri-Tip

with potatoes, mixed veggies, mixed green

salad, bread/butter, beverage and dessert.

All for only $18 per person.

For more information call 559-229-

8287  for reservations.  Reservations must

be made before July 13.

Germans from Russia Group
Holding  Quarterly Luncheon 

Put the sparkle back in a child’s eyes

by taking a moment to remember your days

as a child. Think about the adventures and

freedom to explore and learn. Think about

the excitement of family gatherings. How

would your memories change if you didn’t

have the love and support of a family?

We need your help.

Please join us for our FREE informa-

tional meeting on Tuesday, July 7 from 6

to 8 p.m.

For further information on becoming

a Foster or Fost-Adopt Parent, RSVP to

Caroline at 559-222-4969 to reserve your

spot.

Sorry, no child care is available.

Foster/Adoption Opportunities



Click on “Local News” at 

Page 14    
6
/0
9



www.The Ranchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

www.theRanchos.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of 

the Ranchos Independent
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and owner of thousands of acres of prime cattle land.

Like most ranchers he hates wolves and blames the

government and environmental groups for re-intro-

ducing wolves to Montana after near extinction by

hunters. Helen Ross is a biologist specializing in wolf

habitat and relocation, hired by the government to trap

and relocate a rogue wolf that has been attacking Caul-

der cattle. What she finds is a town full of hostile ranch-

ers with a dark history of ruthless wolf annihilation. As

she begins to track the wolf she discovers a whole family

pack and the horrible lengths that the town’s people will go

to in order to avoid hearing the truth about wolves. She gets

unexpected help from Caulder’s son Luke who, like her,

loves the wolves and fears his father. The story comes to an

exciting climax with guns drawn and tragedy at the doorstep. 

A d u l t

Non-fiction:

The Baby Signing Book by Sara

Bingham. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to communicate in

a meaningful way to your baby before he or she can talk?

Small children actually understand a lot more than they

can communicate. They get frustrated because they can’t

always make us know what they want. This book will

guide you in basic signing that in conjunction with speak-

ing will help you and your baby communicate earlier and

better. The author started signing to her children at 6 months

of age but feels now that she should have started sooner.

Don’t expect your baby to sign back though until he or she

is about 9 months old. But when they do be prepared for

some great conversations! 

Check out these books and more at the library and re-

member your library card — don’t leave home without it!

BOOKSHELF cont. from P. 8
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h a d  a  B r a n  M u ff i n  t h a t  w a s  a b -

s o l u t e l y  t o  d i e  f o r.  I  f o u n d  t h e

rec ipe  ca rd  in  my  mom’s  bund le

and  wi l l  pass  i t  on  to  you .  I  hope

y o u  l i k e  t h e m  a s  w e l l  a s  I  d o .

Th i s  r ec ipe  makes  18  muff ins .

Griswo ld ’s  Bran  Muf f ins

Prehea t  oven  t o  400  deg ree s

¼  C  Bu t t e r  o r  Marga r ine

2  T Honey

6  T Brown  Suga r

1  T Wa te r

6  T Granu l a t ed  Suga r

Wi t h  e l e c t r i c  m i x e r,  c r e a m

bu t t e r  and  g radua l ly  bea t  i n  sug -

a r s .  B l e n d  i n  h o n e y  a n d  w a t e r

a n d  b e a t  u n t i l  f l u f f y.  C o a t  m u f -

f i n  t i n s  l i b e r a l l y  a n d  e v e n l y

wi th  t h i s  m ix tu r e ,  u s ing  abou t  2

t sp .  pe r  muff i n  cup .

Muff in  Ba t t e r :

½  C  Who le  Whea t  F lou r

½  C  Ra i s i n s

¾  C  Cake  F lou r

2  Eggs ,  S l i gh t l y  Bea t en

6  T Suga r

¼  C  Honey

½ t sp  Sa l t

¼  C  Oi l

½  t sp  C innamon

¼ C  Crushed  P ineapp l e  

Dra ined

½ t sp  Bak ing  Soda

3  C  Who le  Bran  Ce rea l

1½ C  Bu t t e rmi lk

C o m b i n e  f l o u r s ,  s u g a r ,

s a l t ,  c i n n a m o n  a n d  b a k i n g

s o d a  i n  m e d i u m  b o w l .  S t i r  i n

r a i s i n s ,  e g g s ,  h o n e y,  o i l  a n d

p i n e a p p l e .  S t i r  i n  b r a n  c e r e a l

a n d  b u t t e r m i l k  u n t i l  b a t t e r  i s

s m o o t h .  D o  n o t  o v e r  m i x !  F i l l

t h e  c o a t e d  m u f f i n  t i n s  t h r e e -

f o u r t h s  f u l l .  B a k e  i n  p r e h e a t e d

o v e n  1 8 - 2 0  m i n u t e s .  R e m o v e

m u f f i n s  f r o m  t i n s  i m m e d i a t e l y

b y  t u r n i n g  t i n s  u p s i d e  d o w n  o n

c o o l i n g  r a c k s .  T h e s e  a r e  s o

g o o d  w h e n  e a t e n  w a r m  y o u

d o n ’ t  e v e n  h a v e  t o  p u t  b u t t e r

o n  t h e m .

A g a i n ,  I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  a l l

t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s ,  a n d  r e m e m -

b e r ,  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o

b e  a b o u t  y o u ,  n o t  o u r  f a m i l y.

RECIPES cont. from P. 12
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By Christi McKinney

The mouth-watering aro-

mas of BBQ coming from

Smoking Coal, the Rancho’s

newest restaurant, might just

be enough to slow down traffic

on Avenue 12.

Co-Owners are Ranchos

residents and longtime friends

Jim Reed, Chad Ross and Paul

Eddings, along with Bay Area

resident Andy Hoffman. Their

vision is to create “… a local

hang out with a family atmos-

phere. A place you can go to

enjoy a great home cooked

meal, reasonably priced in a

family friendly atmosphere” said Reed. The kind of place where you want to hang out to watch

a game on one of several TVs, check out all the sports memorabilia or just kick back and lis-

ten to some music. Children enjoy drawing on the butcher paper table cloths and having their

work displayed on the ceiling of the restaurant. Adults can enjoy a beer or a drink from the bar

or even shoot some pool.

Smoking Coal serves a variety of appetizers, BBQ Tri-Tip, pulled pork, chicken, baby

back ribs, hamburgers, sandwiches and salads. along with a variety of side dishes that include

kettle beans, cole slaw, rice pilaf and grilled vegetables. They pride themselves on serving

fresh food with no preservatives. Many of the sauces and dressings are made fresh on site.

“The Ranchos is a fantastic community that loves to support local businesses,” said Reed.

“Business has picked up each month since we opened and the word is spreading. Customers

are now driving in from Madera, Fresno, Clovis, Oakhurst and outlying communities to enjoy

the food.” Since opening they’ve already expanded their hours of operation and they are plan-

ning on expanding their menu to offer more of a variety of comfort foods. The catering and

banquet side of their business has increased significantly. In addition to the restaurant and bar

they have access to a banquet room next door that accommodates approximately 70 people.

Reed estimates 50 percent of their current business is take out and 50 percent is dine in.

Smoking Coal currently has 12 employees, including several Liberty High School students.

Aubrey Schooley, 17, a Jr. at Liberty High School,

said she “… enjoys the family atmosphere and is

happy to see so many of her friends coming in.”

Roman Williams, 18, a recent Liberty High

School graduate, enjoys being part of the Smok-

ing Coal team and the people he works with.

All teams that come in wearing their jerseys

are given a “Team Discount” of 10 percent.

Wednesday nights have quickly become popular

as “Bike Night” where motorcycle enthusiasts

gather. Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights are

“Baby Back Rib Nights.” When you go you’ll

want to go early as they often sell out.

Smoking Coal will be celebrating their

Grand Opening on Saturday, July 25 with a Vin-

tage Car Show and Merchants Fair. This will in-

clude great food, booths from local vendors and

games for the children. The event is a benefit for

Valley Children’s Hospital.

Smoking Coal is located at 37275 Avenue

12, Madera Ranchos and their phone number is

645-1106.

Owner Jim Reed (right) gets ready for another day of hot
barbecue at Smoking Coal as Roman Williams (center) cleans
up the bar and waitress Aubrey Schooley has a delicious lunch.

What’s the Hottest Dinner in the Ranchos? Smoking Coal is Sizzlin’ 

Jim Reed posts the tablecloth artwork
of budding Ranchos artists on his ceiling for
all to see.
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Golden Valley Celebrates Student Accomplishments

By Superintendent Sarah Koligian

Golden Valley Unified celebrated the

end of the school year on June 5 high-

lighting many student accomplishments.

Students and staff worked diligently

throughout the year which culminated

during the graduation, promotion and ap-

preciation ceremonies that took place dur-

ing the last week of school.

The celebrations kicked off on June 3

by recognizing 20 high school graduates

from the Educational Options programs –

eight graduates from Centennial Inde-

pendent Study; nine graduates from

Golden Valley Adult; and three graduates

from Independence Continuation High

School – a record number of graduates to

date.  I had the privilege of interviewing

all of our graduates about what Educa-

tional Options meant to them and to ask

them about their future plans.  I was most

impressed that every student recognized

at least one staff member at Educational

Options that had a profound impact on

their life, and in many cases helped to re-

focus them towards graduation and be-

yond.  Also part of Educational Options,

Valley Teen Ranch Community Day

School had one student who graduated

with honors from their program and three

other students who were promoted within

the program.  Their ceremony, which took

place on June 5, was a very personal and

touching ceremony.  We congratulate all

of our graduates and thank their teachers

and support staff that helped make each of

these students successful.

The celebrations continued honoring

Liberty High School’s fifth graduating

class on Thursday, June 4.  Not only did

Liberty earn the prestigious California

Distinguished School recognition this past

May, but Liberty proudly graduated every

senior student in the 2009 graduating

class, meeting all the rigorous graduation

requirements set forth by the Governing

Board of Trustees.  This year LHS also

had a record number of honor students, in-

cluding 11 Valedictorians in a class of 130

students. The theme chosen by the seniors

for this year’s ceremony was centered on

a quote by Milton Berle, “If opportunity

doesn’t knock, build a door.”  We heard

many examples throughout the evening’s

ceremony from students, administration

and Board members on how to make the

most of the opportunities presented in life

and how to seek out opportunities when

they are not as obvious.  This year’s sen-

ior class presented Liberty High School

with a very unique gift that students, staff

and community will enjoy and appreciate

for many years to come.  The Senior class

purchased a beautiful, stately outdoor

clock that was mounted on the F wing

tower facing the quad.  The clock tower

displays “09” at the nine o’clock position

on the clock to remind all future genera-

tions of the importance of time and how

quickly it passes by.

Ranchos Middle School celebrated an

award-filled ceremony in the Liberty High

School gymnasium on June 5.  Unpre-

dictable weather caused the ceremony to

be moved indoors.  The bleachers and

seats were full of enthusiastic and proud

family members, staff, friends and com-

munity.  Ranchos Middle School also

made Golden Valley very proud this year

by earning the prestigious California Dis-

tinguished School recognition, joining

Liberty High School (2009), Sierra View

Elementary (2008) and Webster Elemen-

tary (2004).  This is the first year in

Golden Valley’s 10-year history that every

single comprehensive school site is a Cal-

ifornia Distinguished School.  There are

not too many school districts in Califor-

Golden Valley Unified School District
Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

Please see KOLIGIAN on P. 20

By Rick A. Diaz

The newest addition to Golden Valley

Unified School District is the New Ranchos

Middle School Facility located at 12455

Road 35 ½ in the Madera Ranchos. The con-

struction phase of the school is wrapping up

and the site is scheduled to be turned over to

the district the first week of July 2009. Once

Golden Valley Unified takes possession of

the completed campus, the classrooms and

offices will be outfitted with new furniture,

furnishings and equipment in preparation of

housing 7th and 8th grade students for the

2009/2010 school year. As part of the play-

field build-out for the new middle school, the

upper portion of the ponding basin located

just west of Avenue 12 and Road 36 is being

converted to playfields. By grading the upper

portion and adding drainage along with mow

strip and fencing for security, the area can be

utilized for extracurricular school activities

and facility use for other organizations. Ran-

chos Middle School staff and students are

looking forward to having a new modern fa-

cility with new technology and most of all a

spacious campus with a Library, Gymna-

sium, Locker Rooms and Multi-purpose

Building. Golden Valley Unified School Dis-

trict will be holding an official ribbon cutting

ceremony on Tuesday, Aug. 4 to celebrate the

addition of its newest campus. In addition to

the ribbon cutting ceremony on Aug. 4,

Golden Valley will also celebrate its tenth

year as a district. Please look for a commu-

nity invitation to this event in the July issue of

the Ranchos Independent.

Rick A. Diaz is the Manager of Facilities

for Golden Valley Unified School District.

New Ranchos Middle School Schedules August 13 Grand  Opening

Golden Valley Unified School District’s newest addition, the Ranchos Middle School
facility, is finishing up right now and is scheduled for a Grand Opening on Tuesday, Aug.
4, complete with ribbon cutting, tours and the opportunity to showcase the District’s most
state-of-the-art educational facility.
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Mission Statement
The mission of Golden Valley Unified School District is to provide our students

the means to achieve to their highest potential within a caring, secure environment.

nia that can claim that title.  RMS pro-

moted 150 8th grade students and over

100 of these students earned one or more

of the following: Principal’s Honor Roll,

Mustang Honor Roll, Honor Roll; and

California Junior Scholarship Federation

honor memberships.  Next year, we antic-

ipate another successful year for Ranchos

Middle School as they celebrate their 8th

grade promotion in their new state-of-the-

art facility, opening August 2009.

The school year ended with Webster

Elementary and Sierra View Elementary

celebrating the many academic accom-

plishments of this year’s 6th grade stu-

dents.  Webster promoted over 100

students to 7th grade.  The 6th grade class

enjoyed their highlight video from their

memorable trip to Calvin Crest, they rec-

ognized the many students who attended

Webster from kindergarten through 6th

grade, and they honored two students

with perfect attendance.  The ceremony

was highlighted with four exceptional stu-

dent speakers, two of which addressed

their commitment to the DARE program

(Drug & Alcohol Resistance Education).

Seats were full of attentive and proud

Webster family members and friends.  

The Sierra View 6th grade class hon-

ored approximately 50 outstanding stu-

dents who earned their promotion to 7th

grade.  Students were recognized with

honor certificates highlighting academic

and good citizenship awards.  Every sin-

gle Sierra View Panther student in grades

kindergarten through 5th grade attended

the ceremony and cheered for their class-

mates and role models as they received

their awards.  Parents and friends were

there in force, including a group of en-

thusiastic parents who came in soccer

team jerseys and cheered the students on

as they received their awards.

Congratulations to all of our student

graduates and promotees.  It has been a

fantastic 2008-2009 school year!  I want

to personally thank our dedicated Gov-

erning Board of Trustees for their ongo-

ing support of our students, staff and

programs.  I also thank every parent,

staff and community member for part-

nering with Golden Valley Unified to

give our students many opportunities for

success. 

Golden Valley Unified - “Growing a
District of Excellence.”

KOLIGIAN cont. from P. 19
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Golden Valley
Unified School

District

Graduation
2009

Ceremonies,
Gifts and
Snapshots

The Golden Valley School Board,(from left) Steven Lewis, Mona Diaz,
Mark Toole, Superintendent Sarah Koligian, Roger Schuh and Mike Kelly
prepare to preside over the Liberty High Class of 2009 Graduation. 

The Golden Valley School Board was again called upon to oversee the
8th Grade Promotion at Ranchos Middle School on Friday, June 5 at the
Liberty High School gymnasium.

A gift from the Class of 2009 was a clock for the tower on the
north side of the Liberty High campus, complete with a distinctive
“09” to remind future students of how time flies.

On June 3, 20 high school graduates from the Educational Options
programs, including Centennial Independent Study, Golden Valley Adult
and Independence Continuation High School were honored.
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Ranchos resident and author, Jeff Smith, has written a new

book that asks the question that’s on all of our minds: Who can af-

ford to retire now?

In his book, Achievable Wealth, Smith reveals a different ap-

proach to the subject of wealth and retirement using income re-

placement. Through small business ventures, smart investing, by

getting your retirement money out of the stock market and into a

Self directed IRA which allows you to invest in real estate, busi-

nesses and other more lucrative, less volatile investments and cre-

ating income from work you are

already doing, you

can replace your cur-

rent income from

your career to enjoy

a younger retire-

ment or live a life of

semi-ret i rement

and never retire in

the traditional

sense. The idea is

to live by design,

not by default.

Traditional re-

tirement is a

necessary part

of life for mil-

lions, because

they must per-

form a job for

the thirty or

forty years in

most cases

they dislike. They must

spend the most productive years of their life doing

what they hate and deferring their life’s passions to a time when

they may be too old to enjoy them.

Achievable Wealth’s Income Replacement gives you the time

to travel and enjoy your life, your family and the work you do now,

as well as providing passive income streams to insure a secure fu-

ture. This idea is designed for the working men and women of

America that want the freedom that wealth brings, without a life-

time of penny-pinching or self-imposed slavery. 

Recession, the Stock Market, the loss in Your IRA or 401K --

when are you going to be able to retire? Is retirement in the tradi-

tional sense a thing of the past? Well it should be! Each of us, on

an average, lives longer and longer and to expect a company’s pen-

sion plan or the government through Social Security to provide us

with an income from the traditional retirement age of 65 to the end

of our very long lives isn’t reasonable. It is just as unreasonable

for the average working person to save the millions of dollars it

takes to fund the traditional comfortable retirement.

To achieve wealth and design a life worth living, you must first

realize what “wealth” is. Wealth is financial freedom, the ability to

choose to work or not to work without having to generate an in-

come from your time. In America we have been convinced that

wealth is determined by the home we live in, the car we drive and

the title we have been given, but like the fictional character of Ned

in Achievable Wealth, who is a high paid attorney, the appearance

of wealth comes at a price. With his higher salary comes higher

taxes and indebtedness for all those ‘material things’ he thinks he

must have. Ted on the other hand is a school teacher, as is his wife.

Between their two salaries and modest life style they are financially

better off and have an easier time achieving financial freedom.

Many Americans look at times like these as a time to survive,

but it can be a time to thrive. For the first time in recent memory

you can buy a single family home in the state of California, rent it

out and have a positive cash flow. There are still opportunities to

create wealth and secure your retirement, the problem is that many

Americans will only see them when this recession is over and these

current opportunities are no longer there!

Jeff’s Achievable Wealth is available at Barnes & Noble,

www.amazon.com and www.authorhouse.com.

Ranchos Writer Offers Achievable Wealth ... Now!

Beware: Deed
Solicitations

Sheriff John Anderson is issuing a fraud

alert to homeowners throughout Madera County

about an unscrupulous “you’ve-just-won” game

in which the caller tells the recipient about huge

cash winnings and the caller will stop by your

residence so that you can claim your prize.

In one case the caller announced himself as

David King, representing the U.S.P.S. and pro-

vided the resident with a return number: 1-876-

505-9599.

Sheriff Anderson urges the public to hang

up and notify authorities immediately. If you

have caller ID record the number so that you can

provide it to authorities.

Fraud Alert IssuedLook Out Kindergarten! Here’s the Class of 2021 
Look out kindergarten!

Robyn’s Day Care has just pro-

duced its Graduation Class of

2009. In 12 short years they will

be the Liberty High Class of

2021.

Preparing to eat their gradua-

tion cake are (from left) Katelyn

Browne, Allyx Faretta, Macae

Sewell and Madison Sciaqua. Not

pictured is Mikey Ingalls.

Ongoing research by the Na-

tional Institute of Child Health

and Human Development sug-

gests that children in quality day-

care centers may even have an

intellectual edge over those in

other kinds of care. When re-

searchers compared kids in qual-

ity daycare to those in other,

equally high-quality childcare sit-

uations, children in centers per-

formed a little better on tests.

Look out S.A.T.s!

Sheriff Warns of Property

Deed Solicitations

Sheriff John Anderson is issuing a

warning to all Madera County property

owners about a solicitation that you may

receive in the mail regarding how to ob-

tain certified copies of property deeds.

The solicitation comes from a company

called California Record Retrieval, Inc.

located in Sherman Oaks. In order to ob-

tain a certified copy of your property

deed, the company instructs you to com-

plete an order form attached to the mailer

and return it along with a payment of

$59.50.

Sheriff Anderson says the Madera

County Recorder’s Office already pro-

vides this service and for far less. Ac-

cording to the Recorder’s Office, “The

deed is generally a one-page document,

which will cost 50 cents a page plus

$2.75 for the certification.” 

Anyone who wishes to obtain a cer-

tified copy of his or her property deed

only has to contact the Madera County

Recorder’s Office.
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VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH

& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

• Cleanups

(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs

• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling

Call Danny Powell at
559-363-0805 or

559-281-4696
All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    489-7859

Valley Green
Hydroseeding

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 

Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial

38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings

Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training

Cell 706-3162

559-297-3770

559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties

Tom Kellner
owner/broker

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. #103 • Madera Ranchos

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life

DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

HIGH QUALITY

559-454-8060

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING

VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER

INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER

EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Full Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

Interlocking Pavers

442-1999442-1999
nothing outlasts pavers!

www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

Lic. #306511

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in Re-
paints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

We’ve Got YOU Covered
BUSINESS • AUTO

HOME • FARM
HEALTH

BUSINESS • AUTO
HOME • FARM

HEALTH

Tony
Garcia   
call

645-1792
341-2002
431-3072
Lic. #OG11001

tony@valleyagins.com
Valley Ag Insurance

h

c

w

KNIGHT &DAY
COMPUTERS

645-0122
• NEW AND USED LAPTOPS •

• PRINTERS • PARTS •

repairs experience

& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE
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CALL BOB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

645-1578

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

645-1578
645-8323
37164 AVE. 12 #103
MADERA RANCHOS

Beauty Salon, Hair, Nails,
Pedicures & Gifts

A
Delightful

Touch

Business Directory 

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A change of season reinvigorates the Lamb, helping to overcome the

effects of a recent slower-paced period. This is a good time to restate your feelings for that certain

someone.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You might not like using your authority to correct a workplace

situation, but that's what being placed in charge is all about. Besides, you have people ready to lend

support if need be.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Your creativity continues to run high and helps guide you to make

some fine choices in the work you're doing. Keep the weekend free for those special people in your life.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Don't be surprised if you experience a sudden spurt of energy strong

enough to pull you out of that recent period of indecision and put you back in charge of your own goals.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) This is a good time for Leos and Leonas to set new goals regarding

health, educational choices and possible career moves. The plans you make now could be a blueprint

for your future.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You might have much to offer a potential employer, but

it can all be overwhelmed by too many details. Let the facts about you speak for themselves without

any embellishments.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) This is a good week to balance your responsibilities to

your work-a-day world with your obligations to the people in your private life. Expect news that could

lead to a change in plans.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A changing attitude on the part of a once determined

adversary could cause changes down the line. Be prepared to take advantage of an unexpected new opportunity.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You'd be a truly wise Sagittarius to be skeptical

about an offer that doesn't answer all your questions. Even a colleague's testimonial doesn't replace facts

that aren't there.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) It's a good idea to avoid spending on unnecessary

purchases this week in order to keep a money reserve against a possible upcoming (but, fortunately,

temporary) shortfall.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18)More information is what you should demand

regarding that workplace situation that recently came to light. Don't be surprised at who might

turn up as one of your supporters.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) You might still be in a "treading water" mode, but by

midweek, a shift in your aspect favors taking a more active role in pushing for the changes you

feel are necessary. Good luck.

(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.

Since 1984

559-645-1102
36754 Ave. 12 #101 • Madera, CA 93636

Eileen Tiso - Owner
Resale • Foreclosures • Rentals

Property Management Available 

You exude a warm, caring attitude that comforts
everyone who comes into your life.

Born this Week

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

THRIFTY
YARD
CLEANING

479-1402
• TRASH HAULING

• YARD CLEANING

• LAWN MOWING

• SPRINKLER

REPAIR

LIC. #313070

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR

“We cover 
your

problems!”

674-2320

Gerald Scheffing
Painting

Licensed – Insured - Bonded

Carpet – Tile – Aggregate – Upholstery
Foreclosure Cleaning
Residential – Commercial Cleaning
Emergency Water Removal
Tile & Stone Surfaces
Pet Stain & Odor Removal
Grout Cleaning & Sealing

559-294-7900

CALL FORFREEESTIMATE

(559) 645-0634  

Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
HEATHER COFFEY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

OR

S.B. Walker
flooring & home repair
S.B. Walker
flooring & home repair

cont. lic. #687479
240-0927240-0927

FLOORING &
HOME REPAIR
FLOORING &
HOME REPAIR
laminate • hardwood • baseboards

crown molding • more!
light painting & plumbing

experienced & reliable
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1. COMICS: What was the name of

Calvin's teacher in "Calvin & Hobbes"?

2. LANGUAGE: What does it mean when

something is described as being "draconian"?

3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of

Ecuador?

4. MATH: What is the sequence in Fi-

bonacci numbers?

5. ADVERTISING SLOGANS: What prod-

uct "takes a licking and keeps on ticking,"

according to its 1950s advertising slogan? 

6. LITERATURE: What Southern author

often wrote novels set in the fictional "Yok-

napatawpha County"?

7. ENTERTAINERS: In what year did ac-

tress Grace Kelly become the Princess of

Monaco?

8. FOOD & DRINK: What vegetable is

used in making sauerkraut?

9. TELEVISION: What was Marge Simp-

son's maiden name on the sitcom "The

Simpsons"?

10. HISTORY: In what U.S. city was the Dem-

ocratic National Convention held in 1968?

1. Miss Wormwood

2. Extremely harsh or cruel

3. Quito

4. The first two Fibonacci numbers are 0

and 1 and each number that follows is the

sum of the previous two: 0+1=1, 1+1=2,

1+2=3, 2+3=5, etc.

5. A Timex watch

6. William Faulkner

7. 1956

8. Cabbage

9. Bouvier

10. Chicago

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.

TRI

By 

Ans

(c) 2
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A Madera Ranchos teenager has

been selected to be one of 15 boys from

the Fresno area to compete in the World

Boys Baseball Championship Tourna-

ment in Nettuno, Italy from Aug. 2 to

12.

Incoming Liberty High sophomore

Garrett Olsen, 15, was selected not only

for his playing ability but his overall

character and citizenship as well.

“He has a 4.0 grade point average,”

said Diane Olsen, Garrett’s proud

mother, “and he’s thought of highly

among his coaches.”

Recommendations from coaches

help in the selection process. Garrett said

that two coaches, Aaron Black, head var-

sity coach at Liberty High School, and

Ranchos Middle School coach Jeremy

Norris, were instrumental in him pursu-

ing playing baseball at a higher level.

“Coach Black really worked with

Garrett and believed he could go some-

where,” Olsen said.

Olsen said that Fernando Garcia, president of World

Boys Baseball, has been involved with the program since

its inception in 1982 and is constantly scouring the San

Joaquin Valley for top notch players. It was through his in-

volvement with Liberty High Athletic Director Mike Maz-

zoni that he became aware of Garrett.

Olsen is excited for the impact this

tournament can have on her son and the

other youthful players who get to attend.

“They’ll get to interact as friends and

competitors and maybe learn something

about each other’s cultures,” she said.

It was 1982 in Osaka, Japan when

the first International Boys League Tour-

nament was held with four teams from

Japan and four international teams.

Today the league includes teams from

Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Tai-

wan, Cuba, Guatemala, Italy, Puerto

Rico, South Korea, Mexico and six from

the United States: Alameda, Castro Val-

ley, Fairfield, Fresno, Hawaii and San

Diego. To date, the tournaments have

been held in Japan nine times, San Diego

five times, Fresno and Alameda both

four times, Mexico three times and

Hawaii, Brazil and Italy once each.

Garrett and his family have been

getting money together for the trip to

Italy but they are also looking for any baseball-loving

sponsors from the Ranchos who would like to be a part of

this historic event. Any individuals, groups or businesses

who would like to help Garrett out can call Fernando Gar-

cia at 313-3804 or Diane Olsen at 706-0972.

Garrett Olsen shows the fine form that
helped get him selected to an elite group
of young men who will represent the
Valley at an international baseball tour-
nament in Italy this summer. 

Madera Ranchos Teen Hand-picked to Travel to Italy

To Play in Exclusive World Baseball Championship
The Madera County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment is looking for the rightful owner of a

fair amount of cash found in early June at a

filling station in Madera County. 

A Good Samaritan who found the cash

on the ground at around 9 a.m. on June 9 at

the AM/PM Arco Station (located on

Golden State Blvd) notified the Sheriff’s

Department of the discovery. 

Only the rightful owner would know

the amount and its increments.

The Sheriff’s Department will hold on

to the cash. If after 90 days the rightful

owner fails to claim it the man who found it

may submit a request to keep it. 

To find out if the cash is yours, call

559-675-7770 and ask to speak with the

Department’s Property Officer.

Samaritan Finds 

Cash: Is It Yours?
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Have friends or family 
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in
touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos? 

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings 
editorial • games • real estate • columns S
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

Golden Valley Baptist Church, under

the direction of its new Pastor, the Rev.

David Jones, is launching numerous activi-

ties for the entire community. A family

movie night began Saturday, June 6 at dusk

and will run every Friday through Aug. 28. A

new outdoor screen has been constructed to

work in concert with a top sound system and

high definition projector. A large grassy area

appropriate for blankets or lawn chairs is

available for viewing. Popcorn and drinks

are available for 25 CENTS! Ranchos resi-

dents are invited free of charge and there is

no solicitation of any kind. Everyone is wel-

come.

Additional activities include Vacation

Bible School for all the children of the com-

munity being held July 20 – 24. Puppet

Town Ministries is coming to assist local

workers with the

evening time VBS.

They have a large

collection of puppets

and scripts with

which to give the

children an excellent

experience. The kids

will also love the

bounce house and

water slide on Friday nights.

Other things being planned are the con-

struction of a softball field, horseshoe pit,

volleyball court and basketball court. Other

construction efforts include a new picnic

shelter and a playground for small children.

This fall will see

the beginning of a

“Sports Night.”

“With a high

definition projector,

large indoor screen

and surround-sound

system, we hope to

draw a large contin-

gency of sports fans

to our venue,” said Pastor Jones. “These

community activities are our way of being

a good neighbor to all our friends here in

the Ranchos!” 

Pastor Jones explained that the church

intends to provide activities for all ages and

not just for people in the church. “Our com-

munity needs a place for these types of fam-

ily opportunities and we want to make our

facilities available. We need ‘man-power’ for

everything from construction projects to soft-

ball organization and I invite the participation

of anyone in our community to volunteer!” 

A new website is being constructed to

be found at www.GoldenValleyChurch.com.

Please check the site often for news regard-

ing community and church activities. Prayer

requests may also be submitted with assur-

ance of active prayer on a weekly basis.

Ranchos Church Providing Outdoor Movies, Summer Events and More

“Our community needs a
place for these types of family op-
portunities and we want to make
our facilities available.”

- Pastor David Jones
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Click on “Local News” at 

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer

SAVE ENERGY!
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!  REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency while reducing out-

side noise like award-winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.

Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard offers an industry leading

lifetime guarantee.  If your home is ready for a makeover, call

Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583
Madera Glass & Mirror Co. • 1825 Howard Rd., Madera

FINANCING

AVAILABLE

O.A.C.
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559-645-0634

6/09

Senior Report

By Eleanore Burchell

Why is change needed? Many times, in

order to survive, we have to start a change

process. We sometimes need to rid ourselves

of old memories, habits and other past tradi-

tions. Only when free from past burdens can

we take advantage of the present!

The Ranchos/Hills Seniors, Inc. located at

37330 Berkshire Drive will have no July sale.

This is due to the 4th of July holiday weekend.

Please remember the plant, produce and bou-

tique sections are available Monday through

Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Thursday evenings

between 6 and 9 p.m. We have fresh vegeta-

bles ripening and brought in daily so please

drop by to check availability. Currently, there

are huge onions, zucchini, red and white pota-

toes and more.

Our Bike-Ride fund raiser was held on

Saturday, May 16. It was a great day and very

successful thanks to the riders and donators. At

this point, we will be holding another one next

year. This means if you missed this one, you

have another chance next year.

Our center is affiliated with FMAAA

(Fresno/Madera Area Agency on Aging) and

you are invited to come in and check with

Joann about the programs which would help

you. 

Did you know two nurses from the

Madera County Health Department Periodi-

cally come to the center to give FREE check-

ups? The screenings include personal health

history reviews, blood pressure checks and

blood sugar checks. Low-cost blood tests are

available, nutrition and health education is

available and referrals to medical providers

and community services, if needed, can be

made. Their health screenings of adults, age

50 and OVER, at the center result ONLY

when they receive your calls. If you are inter-

ested in taking advantage of their services, call

Carla or Melody at 675-7893 to make an ap-

pointment.

Our members and friends go out to break-

fast, lunch or dinner at a different place each

month to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries.

Our June celebration was held at Huckleberry

Restaurant at Champlain and Perrin. Our July

celebration is to be held on Saturday, July 18 at

11 a.m. at Black Bear Restaurant, 1209 E. Al-

mond, Madera. This is located near Madera

Hospital and next to the Marriott Spring Hills

Suites hotel. In August we will go to West

Shaw Sizzler in Fresno. Date and time will be

announced later. If you want to come just for

fun, you are welcome to join us!

If you are new to the area, lonely or have

just lost a spouse, we welcome you to come in

to see us. We are here for you and located at

37330 Berkshire Drive. Many of our members

have surely experienced your same situation so

please call us, 645-4864.

SENIOR THOUGHT OF THE DAY
It is important to have a twinkle

in your wrinkle
In the senior years, many need someone

to laugh with, so come join our Thursday

evening potlucks with games played afterward.

There is a lot of fun here and remember laugh-

ter is good for your body and soul and being

happy does not mean everything is perfect, it

means you have decided to see beyond the im-

perfections!

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch program

Monday through Friday at 11:30 a.m. Sug-

gested price for 60 years and older is $1.75.

Reservations are needed a day in advance so

remember to call Joann at 645-4864. We have

a growing exercise program being held on

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10:15

to 11:30 a.m. The participants are getting more

than just exercise by attending. They have fun

and share laughs. There is still room for you

and you can attend all three days or just one or

two of them. The Line Dancing class is held on

Wednesdays at 1 p.m. This is fun and also a

great way to exercise. You do not need to be a

member to attend these classes. Card BINGO

has been changed from Wednesdays at noon to

Fridays at noon. We have a large group but

there is always room for one more: you! Fill

your car with your friends or neighbors as they

will enjoy finding new friends here, too. Come

in and check these classes out.

Up and Coming Events
Saturday, July 18, 11 a.m., Black Bear

Restaurant, 1209 E. Almond, Madera

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch Program,

11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed, call Joann at

645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30

a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30

a.m.

Wednesday, Line Dancing, 1 p.m.

Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then Hand

& Foot, Pinochle or other games (Please bring

your own plate and silverware.)

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m.

Friday, Card BINGO, noon – 1 p.m.

Please feel free to come in and visit our

Senior Center and get acquainted with our

members. We welcome you to come and be

one of us as our organization offers and pro-

motes social, educational and civic activities in

order to provide a better quality of life for all

senior citizens. You have received an invitation.

Hope to see you soon?

Change Can be Good for You

CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •

CRUSHED  ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL  DIRT •

TOP  SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER  ROCK •

BASE  ROCK •

ROCK  DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY  BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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    Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson.   She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment.  Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 6/09

A Ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 

serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-

ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me

today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

6/09

NEED MORE
SPACE?

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

CCL #526211

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #5262116/09

Tips for Making Healthy

Eating Fun for Children

Good nutrition is especially im-

portant for young children whose bod-

ies and brains are rapidly growing. In

fact, research shows that 90 percent of

a child’s brain development occurs

during their first five years, which

makes this time especially important

to a child’s future. Eating a healthy

diet helps kids develop healthy skin,

bones, teeth and eyes, and gives them

the energy they need to be active,

learn and play – all of which help

them reach their full potential.  

With the wide variety of fruits

and vegetables available this season,

summer is a great time to continue

teaching your child about eating

healthy. Encourage your child to try

new fruits and vegetables by incorpo-

rating them into foods he or she al-

ready likes. This also provides the

opportunity for your child to eat foods

that he or she may have not liked be-

fore. 

Another way to make healthy eat-

ing fun is to allow your child to help

pick out produce and prepare meals.

The Madera County Farmers’ Market

opened on June 18 and is set up

Thursday evenings from 4 to 6:30

p.m. at Courthouse Park. The Farm-

ers’ Market is a great place for chil-

dren to be involved in choosing

healthy foods for the family.

Kids need fruits and vegetables

For a healthy diet, children should

eat two servings of fruits and three

servings of vegetables each day. How-

ever, a 2007 survey reported in U.S.

News and World Report found that 75

percent of preschoolers weren't get-

ting these recommended daily serv-

ings. 

According to the Central Califor-

nia Regional Obesity Prevention Pro-

gram (CCROPP), nearly two-thirds of

Central Valley residents are over-

weight or obese. Teaching your child

to eat healthy is more important than

ever – and by doing so, you can help

him or her avoid being at risk for

heart disease and Type 2 diabetes later

in life. While sometimes it can be dif-

ficult to get kids to eat their fruits and

vegetables, helping your child over-

come food dislikes is worth the effort.  

Guide to eating colorfully

To make eating fruits and vegeta-

bles fun for your children, First 5

Madera  recommends  encouraging

your  fami ly  to  “ea t  the  co lors  of

the  ra inbow.”  By focusing on col -

orful  foods,  kids  can have fun with

nutr i t ion.   

Fru i t s  and  vegetab les  conta in

many v i tamins  and  minera ls  tha t

keep  growing  k ids  s t rong  and

heal thy,  and provide a  great  source

of  f iber  to  a id  digest ive heal th .  

Red

Red foods  such  as  tomatoes ,

be l l  peppers  and  watermelon  pro-

mote  the  hea l th  of  ch i ldren’s  car-

d iovascular  sys tems,  which

inc ludes  the i r  hear t s  and  lungs ,

and helps them to be f i t  and act ive.  

Orange

F o o d s  l i k e  c a r r o t s ,  o r a n g e s

a n d  a p r i c o t s  w i t h  a  b r i g h t  o r -

a n g e  h u e  a l s o  h a v e  a  l o t  o f  v i t a -

m i n s  t h a t  c a n  h e l p  c h i l d r e n

d e v e l o p  h e a l t h y  e y e s ,  p r e v e n t -

i n g  f u t u r e  v i s i o n  p r o b l e m s .

Ye l l o w

L i k e  m a n y  r e d  a n d  o r a n g e

f o o d s ,  y e l l o w  f r u i t s  a n d  v e g e t a -

b l e s  l i k e  s u m m e r  s q u a s h ,

l e m o n s ,  c o r n  a n d  b a n a n a s  c o n -

t a i n  v i t a m i n s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e

h e a l t h y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  f u n c -

t i o n i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n ’s  m u s c l e s

a n d  s k i n .   

Green

Green foods l ike spinach,  broc-

col i  and asparagus help kids  bui ld

strong,  heal thy bones.  

Blue

Like  o ther  br ight ly  co lored

foods ,  the  only  b lue  food  –  b lue-

ber r ies  –  a re  h igh  in  an t iox idants

that  help  boost  chi ldren’s  immune

systems and prevent  i l lness .   

Purple 

Purple  foods  l ike  eggplant ,

purple  cabbage,  ra is ins  and grapes

provide  nut r ien ts  tha t  may he lp

prevent  d iabetes  and infect ions  in

chi ldren.

Teaching healthy eat ing

First 5 Madera encourages all

families to incorporate more colors,

and consequently more nutrients, into

their diets. For more information on

eating healthy and kids’ nutritional

needs, call First 5 Madera County’s

Family Resource Center at (559) 661-

5155. To order a free copy of First 5

California’s Yummy for Your Tummy

cookbook, which features quick,

healthy and affordable recipes devel-

oped by nutritionist Chef LaLa, ca l l

(800)  KIDS-025 .

Eating the Colors of the Rainbow
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Classified
A l t e r a t i o n  S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s  A l t e r a t i o n s  -  3 5

y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  -  Ta i l o r i n g ,

r e p a i r s  a n d  l e a t h e r s .  F a s t

s e r v i c e .  N E W  A D D R E S S  &

P H O N E  N U M B E R :  3 6 7 3 3  Av e .

1 2  -  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

B u s i n e s s  O p p o r t u n i t y

C u r v e s i n  t h e  M a d e r a  R a n -

c h o s  i s  f o r  s a l e .   P l e a s e  c a l l

J e n n i f e r  a t  6 4 5 - 6 1 9 3  o r  2 3 2 -

1 8 0 1  f o r  m o r e  i n f o .  

C o n s t r u c t i o n

New construction, remodels, room

additions,  barns and patios.  Call

559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

For Rent

F o r  R e n t  -  F R E S N O  H O M E  -

n e a r  S t .  A g n e s  a n d  C S U F.

3 B R / 2 B A 1 , 5 0 0  s q .  f t .  C O M -

P L E T E LY  R E N O VAT E D . N e w

appl iances ,  t i l ework ,  RV park ing .

C o r n e r  l o t  w / y a r d  s e r v i c e .  N e w

c a r p e t s ,  p a i n t .  $ 1 , 3 0 0  r e n t  p l u s

secu r i t y  depos i t .  Cal l  213 -2275 .

F o r  R e n t  -  4 B R / 2 B A 2 , 2 0 0  s q .

f t .  h o m e  o n  Av e .  1 2 .  $ 1 , 5 0 0 p e r

mon th .  Cal l  999 -9005 .

F o r  R e n t  -  H o r s e  P ro p e r t y  -

3 B R / 2  B A o n  1 0  a c r e s .  #  s t a l l

h o r s e  b a r n .  $ 2 , 1 0 0  p e r  m o n t h .

Cal l  999 -9005 .

For Sale

For Sale - King PILLOWTOP Mat-

tress/Box, New-Never opened, Cost $900

Sacrifice $350.  Call 277-2511.

For Sale - Bedroom Set - Solid Cherry-

wood!  Sleigh Bed, Nightstand, Dresser,

Chest. Thomasville Quality! Cost $8K

Sacrifice $1,750. New In Boxes! Call

230-0486.

For Sale - Pool Table - Solid Wood, 1"

Slate, Leather Pockets, Brand New With

Extras.  Cost $5K  Sacrifice $1,375.  Can

Deliver. Call 447-5066.

For Sale - DINING ROOM SET - Beau-

tiful Solid Cherrywood, double Pedestal

Table W/2 leaves, 6 chairs, China Cabinet

With Touch Lighting.  Never Used.  Cost

$8K Sacrifice $ 1,775.  Matching Buffet

$450. Call 275-8813.

For Sale - All New Queen PILLOW-

TOP Mattress/Box, Still in Package.

Cost $700 Sacrifice $225. Call 438-0248.

F o u n d

C o l l a p s i b l e  c a n v a s  l a w n  c h a i r

l e f t  i n  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m -

m e r c e / R a n c h o s  I n d e p e n d e n t  O f -

f i c e  a f t e r  F l a t l a n d e r s  D a y

P a r a d e .  C o m e  i n  a n d  i d e n t i f y

o r  i t ’s  o f f  t o  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y.

C D  B r i e f c a s e  -  R o l l i n g  H i l l s

A r e a .   C a l l  t o  i d e n t i f y  -  5 5 9 -

8 2 4 - 0 9 7 9 .

G u t t e r  S e r v i c e s

T h e  G u t t e r  D o c t o r  s p e c i a l i z -
i n g  i n  b o t h  c o n t i n u o u s  a n d
s t a n d a r d  r a i n  g u t t e r s .   G e n e r a l
C o n t r a c t o r  -  R e p a i r  M a i n t e -
n a n c e .   2 9  y e a r s  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e
a r e a . C a l l  5 5 9 - 8 2 2 - 2 7 5 9 .

Handyman  Serv i ce s

O.  HANDYMAN -  Need fans  in-

stalled, sprinklers,  l ight  electrical,

p lumbing,  or  any handyman

chores?   Call  Ohan for free  est i -

mates.  559-645-4583.

Home/Yard/Ranch        Services

NEED AFFORDABLE, BUT RELI-

ABLE HOME, YARD OR RANCH

HELP? Landscaping, hauling, tree and

brush trimming/removal, home im-

provement, general labor, etc.  Call

Luke today! 559-367-5881.

P a i n t i n g  S e r v i c e s

Painting Services - 40 years of expe-

rience. Licensed and insured. Frank

Kramer Exteriors. Call 645-4113.

R o o m  f o r  R e n t

Share  1 ,800  sq .  f t .  home in

Madera  Ranchos .   Pr iva te  bed-

room & ba th .   Indoor  u t i l i t i e s .

$400 .  per  mo.   Detai l s ,  ca l l  559-

681-6355.

Tr a c t o r  S e r v i c e s

Tractor work, discing, rototilling,

weed cutting. Bobcat work, drilling

post holes, trees, trenching and clean

ups. Call Neal at 645-1200 or 285-

8211.

Tr a c t o r  w o r k , h o u s e  p a d s ,  l o t

l e v e l i n g ,  d r i v e w a y s ,  t r e n c h -

i n g ,  c o n c r e t e  w o r k  a n d  u n d e r -

g r o u n d  u t i l i t i e s  i n s t a l l e d . C a l l

5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6  o r  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -

4 0 3 3 .

Tr a s h  H a u l i n g

Trash  Haul ing  -  Yard  c leanup ,

Lawn mowing ,  Spr ink le r  r epa i r.

Call  Alex at  559-479-1402.

Wanted

Wanted  -  Parts  from r id ing

mower,  or complete  not-running

riding mower.  Cal l  Chet  at   903-

1047.

Window Cleaning Services

Window c leaning  spec ia l .  Most

windows  $5  ins ide /ou t .  Sc reen ,

t rack  and  s i l l s  inc luded .  Hard

wate r  s t a in  and  cobweb removal

a v a i l a b l e . F u l l y  i n sured.  C a l l

N i c k  a t  2 8 5 - 1 7 2 3 .  F r e e   e s t i -

m a t e s .

SUDOKU

©2009 King Features Syndicates, Inc. ©2009 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

T O  A D V E R T I S E
C A L L  6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4

Click on “Local News” at 
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Keep it Simple ...Keep it Simple ...
... with simply the best hand-made aprons

available in the Universe ...
... with simply the best hand-made aprons

available in the Universe ...

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

U.S.A. made, fully
reversible and classic

- yet functional - styling
with your choice of 

material on each side.
Two aprons for the

price of one!

To order today
call 208-968-0416

or
build your own at

only

29$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)

6
/0

9

Classic
Reversiblethe

©

Classic
Reversiblethe

©

Men or Women’s Adjustable ©Men or Women’s Adjustable ©

The Classic Reversible ©The Classic Reversible ©
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www.The Ranchos.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE

559-363-9095
ranchos.community@gmail.com

PG&E vs The Ranchos

Look in Today’s
Ranchos Independent

PG&E is getting closer to selecting a path for their

high-power transmission lines
and the Madera Ranchos is still a PRIME LOCATION

for placement of the lines.

for a PG&E Survey where you can share 

your thoughts and then SIGN A LETTER to tell
the Power Company just how you feel.

6
/0

9

(this is a paid advertisement)
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