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Golden Valley Unified School District prepares to introduce
the Madera Ranchos to the all-new Ranchos Middle

School, the newest,  state-of-the-art
accomplish ment of a young

school district turning 10
years old this year. 

New Ranchos Middle School
Opens August 2009

New Ranchos Middle School
Opens August 2009
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Madera County Operational Area

Cooling Center Sites – 2009

Madera Ranchos
Ranchos/Hills Senior Center

37339 Berkshire Dr.

Madera, CA

559-645-4864

Mon - Fri 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

City of Chowchilla
Chowchilla Senior Center

820 W. Robertson Blvd.

Chowchilla, CA

559-665-4781

Mon – Fri 8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

City/County of Madera
Frank Bergon Senior Center

238 South D Street

Madera, CA

559-673-4293

Mon – Fri 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Madera Rescue Mission

332 Elm Ave.

Madera, CA

559-675-8321

Daily beginning “as need” basis

Pan Am Community Center

703 E. Sherwood Way

Madera, CA

559-675-2095

Mon - Fri 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Mountain Communities

Coarsegold
Coarsegold Community Center

35540 Highway 41

Coarsegold, CA 93614

559-683-7953

Mon, Tues & Thurs 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Oakhurst
Sierra Senior Center

49111 Cinder Lane

Oakhurst, CA 93644

559-683-3811

Mon - Fri 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

North Fork
Grace Community Center

56442 Road 200

North Fork, CA 93643

559-877-2653

Mon - Fri 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Yosemite Lakes
Yosemite Lakes Park Clubhouse

30250 Yosemite Springs Parkway

Coarsegold, CA

559-658-7466

Daily 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Water available Mon - Fri 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

at Clubhouse Office

Keeping Cool in
Madera County

The U.S.  House of  Representa-

tives has passed two amendments by

Congressmen Dennis Cardoza (D-At-

water)  and Jim Costa (D-Fresno)

aimed at  increasing water  f lows for

agriculture in the San Joaquin Valley.

They were included in the Energy and

Water Appropriations Bill  that passed

the House Friday, July 17.

“We al l  would l ike to see the

pumps turned on and water  f lowing

from the Delta to our farmers. I  have fought for many

years in the hopes that we could do just that,” said Car-

doza. “But when it  becomes abundantly clear that one

way doesn’t work, we need to be open-minded and pur-

sue other workable options.  These

practical, common-sense amendments

are a significant means to help us ad-

dress our water needs in the Valley.”

The first amendment will  make it

easier  for  water  to be transferred

from one county to another.  Cur-

rently,  the U.S.  Bureau of  Reclama-

tion restricts such transfers,  creating

an impediment to efficient and prac-

tical water movement during times of

need. The amendment also directs the Secretary of the

Interior  to implement a  recovery plan for  the giant

Please see WATER on P. 22

Valley Water Improvements Approved but Fall Short

By Christi McKinney

Preparations are well underway

for one of the Madera Ranchos’ most

popular and most well attended fund

raising events of the year. The Madera

County Fire & Rescue’s Station 19 is

proud to announce that their 24th An-

nual Fire Department BBQ Dinner–

Dance and Auction will be held on the

evening of Saturday, Aug. 15. To ac-

commodate the ever-growing crowd,

this year’s event will be held at the

historic Borba’s Rancho Vista del Rio

at Highway 99 and Avenue 7. This

year’s event will include wine tasting,

a tri-tip and chicken BBQ, a desert

auction, a silent and live auction, a

ceremony honoring our firefighters as

well as dancing with a live band.

The purpose of the annual

fundraiser is to raise money for des-

perately needed equipment for our

primarily volunteer fire department.

Chuck Hoover, Volunteer Captain of

Madera County Fire & Rescue’s Sta-

tion 19, has been a volunteer fireman

for 32 years. “The Madera Ranchos

community has been overwhelmingly

supportive of our local firefighters

and our fundraising activities,”

Hoover said.

In recent years these fundraisers

have enabled the fire stations to pur-

chase thermal imaging cameras for

both Station 19 and “sister” Station 9

in the Rolling Hills. These cameras

can quickly locate people inside

smoke-filled buildings and pinpoint

the source of a fire. In addition, squad

trucks, a water truck, high intensity

24th Annual Firefighter BBQ Dinner Almost Here

Dawn Davies,  Station 9 Volunteer Captain
(right), crawls through the Entrapment Cham-
ber, a simulation of walls that have fallen down
with various wiring exposed as would occur in a
fire.

Volunteer Firefighters at Station 19 prepare
for additional training that will help them over-
come the dangerous obstacles they will en-
counter while fighting Ranchos fires and
emergencies.

Please see FIRE on P. 23

Picture by John Glueck

Picture by Christ McKinney

Voice Your Opinions on the Future of Avenue 12
By Christi McKinney

Homes in the communities of the Madera Ranchos, Bonadelle

Ranchos and Rolling Hills recently received an invitation in the mail

to “… help shape the future of Avenue 12.” The Avenue 12 Project

has gotten to the phase where it’s time for public input. Representatives

of Madera County recently held two workshops at Liberty High

School on two consecutive Thursdays with a final workshop to be held

Thursday, July 30 at 6:30 p.m. to insure that everyone has an oppor-

tunity to attend. All workshops are de-

signed to cover the same material

each week. 

Once they get an idea

of what we want in our community, Madera County Planning De-

partment and Roads Department have enlisted the assistance of Cal

Poly San Luis Obispo and RBF Consulting to try and implement the

ideas. At the first meeting maps and plans were on display and plan-

ning exercises were conducted by all attendees. The first exercise had

every attendee create two lists. One titled “I’m glad Avenue 12 has

…” and another titled “I wish Avenue 12 had …” Everyone created

their own list then a designated spokesperson for each table read the

suggestions aloud. 

In another exercise there was a list of Traffic

Calming Devices with

both the

Please see AVE 12 on P.  12
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By Randy Bailey

Water, or at least the discussion

of water, seems to be everywhere.

It’s being discussed on talk radio.

It’s being debated in the statehouse

and at the federal level. And it’s al-

ways a topic of conversation around

the Ranchos.

As we’ve reported here before,

Madera County is overdrafting its

water supply resulting in an average

drop of about half a foot a year in the

County’s water table. Of course,

that’s an average. To get an average

you have to have some places higher

and some places lower.

Welcome to the Ranchos.

We’re dropping at the rate of ap-

proximately 5 feet per year. Someone

else somewhere must really be in-

creasing their groundwater for the

County to end up with only a drop of

half a foot overall when they average

us in. They’ve got to be increasing by

4 feet per year for us cumulatively to

end up with only a half foot drop.

Talk of water tables dropping im-

mediately suggests one inescapable

conclusion: A water shortage. Obvi-

ously there’s not enough water and

that’s why we’re acting like water

vampires, sucking the very life out of

Madera County, one faucetful at a

time.

The only problem with arriving

at that conclusion is that you’d be

wrong.

Dead wrong.

I have said it before and I’ll say

it again: California does not have a

shortage of water. What California

has is a shortage of STORAGE for

water.

I recently wrote an article for an-

other publication about our water sit-

uation and I did some research, all

culled from the State of California’s

various water Websites.

The research blew me away.

We each use about 258 gallons of

water per day for a total of  9.5 bil-

lion daily water gallons for Califor-

nia’s 36.8 million residents.

Sounds like a lot, doesn’t it?

That’s because it is. That equals 10.6

million acre-feet of water used  by us

in just one year. Wow!

But here’s the joke: Nearly 200

MILLION acre-feet of water lands on

California via rain or snow every

year. Wet years, dry years, it doesn’t

matter. The average is 200 million

acre-feet per year. At 326,000 gallons

of water per acre-foot, thats ... well a

lot!

Sure half of it soaks into the

ground, evaporates or is used by

plants, so how much is left over?

How about 82 MILLION acre-feet of

usable surface water. Have you done

the math yet? In an average year God

Waterboarding California

No government

ever voluntarily

reduces itself

in size. Govern-

ment programs,

once launched,

never disap-

pear. Actually,

a government

bureau is the

nearest thing

to eternal life

we'll ever see on

this earth! 

The

Ray Gun
Shooting Str aight

to the Heart

RONALD REAGAN

saying more in one quote

than others say in a lifetime

Editorial

drops 72 million MORE acre-feet of

water on us than we can use.

So why don’t we sock that extra

water away somewhere? Maybe save

some for a “sunny day”? Here’s why:

Our 200 biggest reservoirs only hold

about 41 million acre-feet of water so

even at FULL CAPACITY half of

California’s water is lost.

Now here’s a clue to see if you

can figure out the source of infection:

The bulk of those reservoirs were

built between 40 to 60 years ago and

most independently owned reservoirs

were built 80 to 100 years ago. We

decided to stop creating a way to

store water when California’s popula-

tion was half what it is today.

Everyone has a right to their own

opinion, however they don’t have the

right to their own set of facts. If we

don’t start storing the water we’re

wasting we’ll be more than dead

wrong; California will just be dead.

www.The Ranchos.com



The joint  meet ing began between the Board

of Supervisors and the Water Advisory Commis-

sion with the usual niceties.

I had no idea how things would turn out.
In the past few weeks the Board has been told

I led them down the primrose path;  I  was confused; nothing was hap-

pening that the Board didn’t  know about.  As the meeting began i t  was

a real  love fest  for everyone but the old DOG. 

One of the audience said to me he thought they were going to sing

“kumbaya” at  any moment .  Then the at tacks began as  the old DOG

obeyed the rules and “sat  and stayed” while being,  insulted,  beat  and

kicked, and pronounced completely wrong. Just  before lunch the chair

released me and took off the muzzle after limping up to the podium beat

and bloody.

The Board had just  been told the process was to have the Memo of

Understanding checked by the Water Advisory Commission (WAC) and

then on to  the Board with the WAC recommendat ion.  The Board was

given an email  complete with a distribution l ist  that  did not support  or

even come close to  what  was presented to  the Board as  what  was

planned.

It  was gratifying to see the Board’s collective eyes being opened,
as the meeting progressed.

The Board learned their  only choices would be to join the Group or

not join after they had an opportunity to “suggest” any changes,  before

making their  decis ion.  Then the board learned of  the Department  of

Water Resource’s (DWR) preference for a plan that would wipe out any-

thing Madera has  done so far.  I  can only imagine what  was going

through their  minds or if  they had any idea why none of this had been

passed on to them. I  would have been humbled by learning the insults

and accusat ion thrown at  the old DOG that  had dug up this  bone and

dropped it at their feet were wrong and there really was an issue, but not

these guys.  Egos and arrogance I  guess shield you from the concept of

being wrong. Once the truth was out,  i t  went from a fl ickering match to

a grass  f i re  on a  windy day.  My guess  is  they had no idea I  accom-

plished every goal I  had on the issue.

The Board now knows what  is  happening with the Department  of

Water Resources.  DWR likes a plan that would completely engulf and

control  Madera’s  plan with the Mariposa County proposal .  They now

know what is  at  stake,  namely about $100 mill ion in grants.  The Board

now knows and has taken ownership of the entire process.  The Board

can no longer claim they did not know or did not authorize what is  hap-

pening. By waving as the wagon flies by, headed for the cliff,  they have

implied consent.  The only real  action they took was to have a nasty let-

ter prepared to send to DWR complaining about the process.

Here is what I see through my blackened old DOG eyes.
Imagine the application, and interviews for the Regional Acceptance

Process (RAP) with DWR, is a job interview. The interviewer – prospec-

tive boss – tells  you they interviewed another guy they really l iked. I t

may help you vent but I’m not sure writ ing a nasty letter to the inter-

viewer before they make the decision is the best  course of action.

I  wil l  s i t  and accept  being beaten,  berated and insul ted at  every

meeting if  they all  turn out this good. My goal is  to make sure the in-

formation is out there for all  to see.  Picture the old DOG sprawled out

in the l iving room l icking the wounds with an occasional  wag of  the

tail .

The next day at  10 o’clock sharp I  was trott ing off to the Water Ad-

visory Commission Meeting in the Board chambers.

If  you missed the meeting, the video will  be posted on the Board’s

website soon along with the email  that  was introduced.

The transit ion from being all-knowing, slapping-down-the-DOG-
who-brought-the-bone, to discovering for themselves that there was a
lot of meat on that bone is something to watch.

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Letters

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

7/09 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED OF PAYING
FOR FLOOD INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation

Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 

You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals

today at
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Click on “Local News” at 

Dear Editor:

The City of Ranchos or Ranchos City?

Very nice ring to it. 

Would not we be at a better bargaining

position against PG&E's building ambitions

should we incorporate into a city?  We

would have more "sovereignty" and say to

what goes on within our city limits. 

Doing this would also ensure more

money is kept here and not at the county

where the City of Madera has been known

to have unfair influence to our funds.  As

we have distinguished schools, increased

business-friendly environment, bigger chal-

lenges and changes ahead, the time may be

more than ripe to incorporate into a city in

order to protect our interests.

Name Withheld Upon Request

Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:

The people of the Madera Ranchos are

invited to help shape the future of Avenue

12. The County wants your input.

The County of Madera is embarking

on a visioning process for the Avenue 12

corridor redesign in The Ranchos.  To kick

off the process, the County will host a series

of workshops designed to explore what the

Avenue 12 corridor means to you and what

you want to see in the future.  These work-

shops will include a variety of activities for

you to participate in the planning process

and share your ideas.  From multi-media

presentations to interactive exercises and

small group breakout sessions, you’ll ex-

plore opportunities and constraints for the

future of the Avenue 12 corridor redesign

in The Ranchos.  To better understand the

opportunities for improvements, the County

wants to hear your thoughts and create a

community-based vision for the future of

Avenue 12 in The Ranchos.  This vision

will be the backbone for the enhancement

plan and will carry through the remainder

of the planning process.  Come to our final

workshop and make your opinion count.

YOUR COMMUNITY 

YOUR VOICE 

YOUR FUTURE

Mark your calendars for the one vi-

sioning workshop that remains on July 30.

The workshop starts at 6:30 p.m. in the Lib-

erty High School cafeteria at 12220 Road

36, Madera, CA. The cafeteria is located in

Building B beside the Theatre.  It’s the first

large building on the right as you enter the

parking lot from Road 36.

Contact  Scott Harmstead at

scott.harmstead@madera-county.com or

(559) 675-7821 ext. 217 for more informa-

tion.

Scott Harmstead

Madera

The Ranchos Independent welcomes
your letters. Whether you’re a fan or

someone looking for something
to line the birdcage, we want

to hear from you. There’s only one
rule: Be civil or forget about it.

Send your letters to:

The Ranchos Independent

37167 Ave. 12 #5C

Madera, CA 93636
or

FAX 645-4002
or

email to:

ranchosnews@theranchos.com



By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,

Parents  and al l  adults  that  l ive

in the Ranchos,  PLEASE, PLEASE

talk  to  your  chi ldren and your

neighbors.  Tell  them that  the rules

of the road in America are that  cars

drive on the r ight  s ide of  the road

while walkers,  joggers,  skateboard-

ers  and dog walkers are to walk on

the left  s ide of  the road facing the

t raff ic .  I f  you are  walking on the

right  s ide you cannot see and often

can’t  hear  cars  unti l  they are r ight

on you.  This  has  happened too

often to me as I  drive the Ranchos

roads .  Also ,  walkers  and joggers

please  wear  something whi te  a t

n ight .  The smal l

s ide  roads  in  the

Ranchos are very

dark  a t  n ight .  I

don’t  know how

many t imes  I

have been com-

ing home at night

af ter  a  meet ing

and there  was  a

walker  or  a  jog-

ger  in  dark

clothes  that  I

couldn’t see until

I  was  r ight  on

top of  them. I  am

surpr ised that

there  haven’t

been more accidents .  Not everyone

in our community is  a  s low driver.

I  have l ived in the Ranchos for

22 years.  For the f irs t  eight  years I

was commuting to my job in Fresno

as a lot  of  other  Ranchos residents

do.  When I  ret ired I  s tar ted gett ing

involved in our community.  I  found

out  the  people  here  rea l ly  care

about  the i r  chi ldrens’ educat ion

and about  the  seniors  tha t  l ive  in

the  area .  Now the  County  of

Madera  says  that  they want  the

Ranchos  communi ty  to  help  re-

des ign the  avenue 12 corr idor,

which is  our  shopping area .  The

County  says  that  our  ideas  wi l l

help them with a community based

vis ion of  the  Ranchos  when th is

area  begins  to  grow.  You need to

get  involved so that  your voice can

be heard.  The County has held two

workshops  in  July  wi th  a  th i rd

scheduled for  July  30 a t  Liber ty

High School  a t  6 :30 p .m.  The

stakeholder  advisory  commit tee

wil l  be working from July to Octo-

ber 2009 to f inal ize a vision of  the

Ranchos  and submit  the  p lan  to

Madera  County  for  approval .  I f

you  want  to  ge t  involved and you

missed the first two July workshops

you can email Scott Harmstead at

scott.harmstead@madera-county.com

or call 675-7821 ext.217 and ask for

Scott. This  i s  our  communi ty  and

everyone has  a  r ight  to  be  heard .

What  i s  your  v is ion for  the  Ran-

chos? I  l ike the vi l lage idea.

Summer school  is  over and the

fa l l  semester  a t  a l l  Golden Val ley

schools  wi l l  be  s tar t ing  on Thurs-

day,  Aug.  13.  I  know that  the New

Ranchos  Middle

school will  be all

moved in  and

ready for  the stu-

dents .  I  am ex-

c i ted  that  the

middle  school

s tudents  wi l l

have a brand new

school with their

own gym,  base-

bal l  and sof tbal l

f ie lds  and a

m u l t i - p u r p o s e

room with  a

s tage .  Since  I

was  a  middle

school teacher in

my other  l i fe ,  i t  makes  my hear t

feel  good to know that  this  school

was buil t  with input  from the mid-

dle school teachers.  Superintendent

Sarah Koligian has planned a grand

opening event  so  the  communi ty

has a chance to go through the new

Ranchos Middle  School  on Aug.  4

at  10 a .m.  to  11:30 a .m.  Super in-

tendent  Koligian wil l  preside over

the Ranchos Middle School Ribbon

Cutt ing Ceremony and Golden Val-

ley’s  10 year  Anniversary celebra-

t ion.  When you go to  the  New

Ranchos  Middle  School  go to  the

Theater  for  the  ce lebra t ion.  Hope

to see you there.

Independence High and Com-

muni ty  Day School  a lso  moved

from the  bui ld ings  next  to  Sierra

View Elementary,  in to  the  in ter im

school space that  the middle school

Now the County of Madera
says that they want the Ranchos
community to help redesign the
avenue 12 corridor, which is our
shopping area. The County says
that our ideas will help them
with a community based vision
of the Ranchos when this area
begins to grow. You need to get
involved so that your voice can
be heard.
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559-442-1999
www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

Interlocking Paving Stone
Never Cracks • Lifetime Product Warranty 

Dozens of Colors • Shapes & Styles
$ SAVE MONEY $ $ DO IT RIGHT THE 1st TIME $

call for your FREE estimate

Expert Design Service

7
/0

9Lic. #306511

CRACKING CONCRETE!!!

Chance for Input on Ave. 12 Future

The eco-friendly York Affinity™ Series
Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps.
The more efficient a system, the less energy it uses, and the
better it is for the environment. The York Affinity Series Air
Conditioners and Heat Pumps meet or beat the
government’s energy efficiency standards with SEER
ratings of up to 18. Plus, Affinity models are available with
eco-friendly refrigerant that is safer for the ozone layer.
And all Affinity models are so quiet, you and your “outdoor
neighbors” will hardly know when one’s running. With Affinity,
efficiency comes naturally.

7
/0

9

www.The Ranchos.com

Service Schedule 

Sunday 10 a.m. 

Thursday 7:30 p.m. Family Night

RE-Generation Youth Group—Generation NeXt Children's Ministry

Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA  93636 559-645-0722

7/09

Please see STOCK on P. 7
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The Pastor’s Desk

By Bob  Crabb

I n  John  12 :27 -29  J e sus  s a id ,

“Now my  hea r t  i s  t r oub l ed .  And

what  shou ld  I  say  –  ‘Fa ther,  save

me  f rom th i s  hou r? ’ No ,  i t  i s  f o r

t h i s  r e a son  t ha t  I  have  come  to

th i s  hou r.  Fa the r,  g lo r i f y  you r

name . ”  Then  a  vo i ce  came  f rom

heaven ,  “ I  have  g lo r i f i ed  i t ,  and  I

wi l l  g lo r i fy  i t  aga in . ”  The  c rowd

s t and ing  t he r e  hea rd  i t  and  s a id

tha t  i t  was  thunder.

Jesus  had  been  on  h i s  min is t ry

and  s ome  “Greeks”  had  come  to

see  J e sus .  They  had  appa ren t l y

approached  Ph i l ip  abou t  the  ma t -

t e r.  Ph i l i p  r e ce ived  t he  Greeks

and  gave  t he i r  r eques t  some

though t  and  t ook  t he  ma t t e r  t o

Andrew.  Andrew and Phi l ip  ta lked

abou t  i t  f o r  a

minu t e  o r  two

and  then  the  two

of  t hem b rough t

t he  i s sue  t o

Je sus .  J e sus ’

rep ly  to  h i s  e r s t -

wh i l e  d i s c ip l e s

i s  a  p roc l ama-

t i on  o f  God’s

plan  of  sa lvat ion

in  J e sus  Chr i s t .

I t  i s  r i gh t  a f t e r

Jesus ’ p roc lama-

t ion that  th is  “…

voice  came f rom

heaven . ”  The

t r a n s l a t i o n

quo ted  above  has  i t  t ha t  some  o f

t he  fo lk s  s t and ing  t he r e  t hough t

the  vo ice  was  thunder.

Some  many  yea r s  ago  I  was

camping  ou t  in  the  Grand  Canyon

and there  was  a  s torm on the  o ther

s ide ,  f a r  away  f rom where  I  was .

I  cou ld  hea r  t he  d i s t an t  t hunde r

and  s ee  t he  l i gh tn ing ,  bu t  i t  was

so  f a r  away  f rom me  i t  s e emed

l ike  i t  was  i r r e l evan t  t o  my  c i r -

cums t ances .  I  t h ink  some t imes

l i f e  i s  l ike  tha t .  Somet imes  the re

i s  a  s i t ua t i on  i n  someone  e l s e ’s

l i f e  and  i t  seems  to  have  so  l i t t l e

t o  do  w i th  me .  I t  s eems  l i ke  d i s -

t an t  t hunde r  and  I  have  no  c l ea r

connec t i on  w i th  i t .  I t  cou ld  be

someone  e l se ’s  hea l th  p rob lem or

money  p rob l em o r  emp loymen t

p rob l em o r  even  someone  e l s e ’s

fami ly  p rob lem.  I t  cou ld  be  in  the

newspape r  o r  TV o r  by  word  o f

mou th  and  i t  c an  s eem l i ke  a  f a r

o ff  s t o rm  tha t  c anno t  a f f ec t  any -

one  excep t  t he  pe r sons  d i r ec t l y

invo lved .  

These  peop l e  i n  t he  Gospe l

( r epo r t ed  i n  t he  t ex t  above )  m i s -

took  the  voice  of  God for  thunder.

Some of  them migh t  have  thought

the  no i se  was  i r r e l evan t  to  them.

Jesus  c r i es  ou t  in  ve rse  27 ,  "Now

my hea r t  i s  t r oub l ed . ”  H i s  t r ou -

b l ed  hea r t  s eems  i r r e l evan t  t o

eve rybody.  Je sus  under s t ands  h i s

s i t ua t i on  and  he  knows  wha t  i s

going to  happen.  He is  going to  be

ar res ted ,  bea ten ,  to r tu red ,  f a l se ly

cha rged  and  conv i c t ed  and  t hen

executed  on  tha t  o ld  rugged cross .

F r e sh  pa in  i s  l ooming  i n  h i s  f u -

ture .  His  message  of  sa lvat ion  and

Hi s  t r oub l ed

hea r t  s eems  i r -

r e l evan t  t o

eve rybody… ex -

cep t  God .  

In  the  r epor t

no t ed  above ,

J e sus  c r i ed  ou t ,

“Fa the r  g lo r i f y

your  name!”  The

respons ive  voice

o f  God  i s  un in -

t e l l i g ib l e  t o  t he

fo lk s  s t and ing

the r e  and  t he

words  o f  God

a re  t r e a t ed  l i ke

the  sound  o f

d i s t an t  t hunde r :  wor thy  o f  no t e ,

but  of  no  in t r ins ic  va lue .  The  p lan

o f  s a lva t i on  i s  no t  r e ce ived  and

the  t e s t imony  o f  a  t roub led  hea r t

i s  no t  a  ma t t e r  o f  conce rn .  J e sus

l i ve s  i n  a  t ough  and  cyn i ca l

wor ld .  Are  t he  c r i e s  o f  t he  ch i l -

d r en  o f  God  i r r e l evan t  t o  God?

Are  t he  c r i e s  o f  a  t r oub l ed  hea r t

i r r e l evan t  t o  God?  I f  we  can  be -

l i eve  t ha t  a  t r oub l ed  hea r t  i s  im-

po r t an t  t o  God ,  t hen  shou ldn ’ t  a

t roub led  hear t  be  impor tan t  to  a l l

who  fo l low Chr i s t?

I  remember  ano ther  t ime  when

I  was  camp ing  ou t  on  t op  o f  a

mounta in  up  in  Nevada  and  I  had

th i s  l i t t l e  t i ny  she l t e r  bu i l t  up

aga in s t  a  t r e e .  A l l  o f  a  sudden  a

t r emendous  s t o rm  came  up  and

Listening to “Distant Thunder”

A  t r o u b l e d  h e a r t  i s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g l o r i f y
G o d  a n d  p u t  t h e  G o o d
N e w s  o f  C h r i s t  i n t o  a n
a c t i v e  a n d  l i v i n g  w i t -
n e s s .  T i m e  a n d  t i m e  a g a i ,
w e  f i n d  t h a t  w e  a r e  t h e
f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s  o f  G o d
t o  a  t r o u b l e d  h e a r t .  I t  i s
G o d ’s  w o r k  a n d  o u r
h a n d s .

Please see PASTOR on P. 7

Click on “Local News” at 
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9Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
559-645-5320
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www.bedrockeng.com
559.645.4849

our Madera Ranchos office!
For a free consultation, call

A solid foundation for your next project

Land Surveying • Civil Engineering •Consulting 

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!

•  Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate

•  Verify your property line locations  with a boundary survey

•  Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment

•  Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan

•  Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley
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Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday
Kid’s Church.................10 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Worship..................  ....10 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Sunday School.......................8:30 a.m.

Youth...........................................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................6:30 - 8 p.m.

Worship Service

Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)

Missionettes (Girls 5-17)

Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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Tony 681-5455 or 323-2448
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Bonded
Insured y_doc_ca@yahoo.com
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Chamber Offering Travel Plans
The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce is  coordinating TRAVEL

TRIPS for  Ranchos residents  that  range from a Kings River  whitewa-

te r  ra f t ing  t r ip  on  the  Four th  of  Ju ly  to  a  c ru ise  to  Alaska  next

June/July.  The t r ips  being offered at  present  include:

We are  current ly  taking reservat ions for  a l l  of  the above t r ips  and

some payment  plans can be set  up for  a l l  t r ips .

Quest ions  can be  answered by ca l l ing  559-474-0505 or  emai l ing

Sharry Rivas at  sr ivas@prodigy.net .

1)   Oct .  9-11,  2009  Reno charter bus trip to Ital ian Fest ival .  3  

days/  2  nights .  Ages 10 years and up.

2)   Feb.  or March 2010 Reno Amtrak Snow/Fun Train for 3 

days/2 nights .  Ages 21 and over.

3)   June/  July 2010  10 day Alaska Cruise on Princess cruise l ine 

round tr ip from SF.  Al l  Ages  (special  programs on board for 

chi ldren of  a l l  ages) .

Your friendly neighborhood    produce stand

33480 Ave. 9 at Road 33 1/2
559-269-9272

Home-Grown Organic ProduceHome-Grown Organic Produce

• first fruits of the season • tree fruit • fresh
cherries • apricots • tomatoes • produce 7

/0
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t h e r e  was  w ind ,  l i gh tn ing  and  a

lo t  o f  t hunde r.  The  t hunde r

seemed  l ike  i t  was  r igh t  on  top  o f

me  and  i t  was  loud .

I  mean  i t  was  rea l ly  loud!

I  was  a f r a id  t ha t  I  m igh t  ge t

h i t  by  l i gh tn ing ,  I  was  a f r a id  a

t ree  might  fa l l  on  top  of  me,  I  was

af ra id  there  might  be  a  f lash  f lood

and  I  wou ld  d rown!  I t  was  no t  a

d i s t an t  t hunde r  w i thou t  i n t r i n s i c

va lue ,  bu t  i t  was  a  t hunde r  t ha t

was  ove rwhe lming  and  i n t ense ly

pe r sona l .  The  s ign i f i cance  o f  the

vo i ce  o f  God  g lo r i f y ing  H i s  son

can  have  no  l e s s  an  impac t  t han

the  va lue  o f  a  power fu l  s t o rm

break ing  r igh t  on  top  of  our  l ives .

The  awesome  in t ens i t y  and

power  o f  t he  vo i ce  o f  God  so

of ten  comes  to  us  today  in  the  re -

por t  o f  a  t roub led  hear t  and  t rou-

b l ed  l i f e  c i r cums t ances .  A

t roub l ed  hea r t ,  l i k e  t he  t r oub l ed

hea r t  o f  J e sus  and  t he  c i r cum-

s tances  tha t  c rea ted  i t ,  a re  a  mat -

t e r  o f  conce rn .  The  t r oub l ed

hea r t s  and  c i r cums t ances  i n  ou r

ne ighbo rhoods ,  i n  ou r  commun i -

t i e s  and  even  i n  ou r  f ami l i e s  a r e

the  power fu l  vo ice  o f  God  ca l l ing

us  in to  ac t ion .  A t roub led  hear t  i s

an  oppor tun i ty  to  g lo r i fy  God  and

put  the  Good  News  of  Chr i s t  in to

an  ac t ive  and  l iv ing  wi tness .  Time

and t ime again  we f ind  tha t  we are

the  f i r s t  r e sponde r s  o f  God  t o  a

t r oub l ed  hea r t .  I t  i s  God’s  work

and  ou r  hands .  The  l a ck  o f  con -

ce rn  fo r  a  t r oub l ed  hea r t  t oday

can  t u rn  i n to  t he  c ruc i f i x ion  o f

Chr i s t  tomorrow.  

In  Mark  12 :29-31  (NIV)  Jesus

to ld  h i s  f o l l ower,  “The  mos t  im-

po r t an t  ( commandmen t )  i s  t h i s :

‘Hear,  O Is rae l ,  the  Lord  our  God,

t he  Lo rd  i s  one .  Love  t he  Lo rd

your  God  wi th  a l l  your  hea r t  and

wi th  a l l  you r  sou l  and  w i th  a l l

you r  m ind  and  w i th  a l l  you r

s t r eng th . ’ The  s econd  i s  t h i s :

‘Love  your  ne ighbor  as  yourse l f . ’

There  i s  no  commandment  g rea te r

than  these .”

For  those  who  fo l low Jesus

Chr is t ,  we  are  ca l led  to  be  uncon-

d i t iona l ly  conce rned  fo r  t he  peo -

p le  who  God  ca l l s  “ne ighbor. ”  I t

i s  a  conce rn  tha t  beg ins  in  the

present  and  s t re tches  in to  e te rn i ty

with Chris t .  The dis tant  thunder  of

a  t roub led  hea r t  can  seem so  un -

connected  to  our  l ives ,  bu t  i t  may

a l so  be  the  vo ice  o f  God ,  ca l l ing

us  to  respond wi th  the  concern  of

God .  As  we  know,  the  vo ice  o f

God i s  no t  d i s tan t  a t  a l l ,  bu t  i t  i s

very  near ;  i t  i s  in  your  hear t .

Rev Bob Crabb is the Pastor of
the Christian Mission Center meet-
ing at 36875 Avenue 12 (Loren Way
and Ave. 12). They worship Sundays
at 10:30 a.m. and all are welcome.

PASTOR cont. from P. 6

just  lef t .  Dr.  J im Green,  the admin-

istrator  of  the Educational  Options

program wil l  be located at  this  new

location.

One thing about  Golden Valley

Unified is  i t  is  always moving and

improving our facil i t ies for the stu-

dents  we serve .  Watching Golden

Valley grow has  been the  most  in-

credible 10 years of  my l ife .  I  have

put  together  a  p ic ture  book made

up of photos and art icles taken dur-

ing the  f i rs t  10  years  of  Golden

Valley Unified’s l i fe .  I t  has been a

labor of  love for  me and has taken

about s ix months to complete.  I t  is

incredible  how many members  of

the  communi ty  have helped put

Golden Val ley  together.  When I

f i rs t  heard the s logan “Local  Con-

trol” I  wondered if  the busy people

of  our  communi ty  could  work to-

gether  for  an  extended per iod of

t ime but  I  am del ighted to  watch

people  s tep  up when needed.  I  re-

member  that  a t  the  f i rs t  s t ra tegic

planning sess ion the  d is t r ic t  had

hired an outsider  to bring the com-

munity members together to put  to-

gether  a  mission s ta tement  for  the

distr ict .  There were many ideas put

forward and I  could  see  that  not

everyone was on the same page and

some people  were  in  a  whole  d i f -

ferent  book.  That  was when the fa-

c i l i ta tor  sa id ,  “… you people  are

‘f ly ing th is  p lane’ whi le  you are

s t i l l  bui ld ing i t .”  He sa id  that  we

hadn’t  decided what  Golden Valley

Unified would look l ike in 10 or 20

years because we were st i l l  putt ing

the pieces of the distr ict  together.  I

have often wondered if  he has fol-

lowed Golden Valley’s progress.  

The next school board meetings

wil l  be held August  11 and August

25 at  Liberty High l ibrary at  6 p.m.

This  i s  the  s tar t  of  a  new school

year  and the eleventh year  Golden

Val ley  Unif ied  wi l l  have been in

business .  I  hope you had a  good

summer.

STOCK cont. from P. 5



By Ellen Mester

The Summer Reading Program has been a huge success this year breaking all previous at-

tendance records. We had 103 children on the kick-off date in June and an average of 40-60 kids

each week for our Wednesday afternoon programs. We have had lots of fun with music, art, pup-

pets, storytelling and science. The “Be Creative @ Your Library” theme has really sparked imag-

inations and tapped unknown creativity in Ranchos children. Art projects have been turned in and

are on display in the library. The art is part of our art-in-a-bag competition. Kids selected bags of

a single material such as coat hangers, tissue paper, plastic boxes, cardboard and such with the in-

structions to create a work of art without using any other material except glue, staples, colored

markers or a base with which to attach it. The work that has been returned is awesome. We hope

all the contestants will turn in their creative works by Aug. 1 for judging and for display in the li-

brary. Other “Be Creative” and “Express Yourself” contests are for writing and board or electronic

game design. 

Snakes Alive!
July 13 was an evening of live snakes at the library, thanks to the Dana Epps family and their

Exotic Reptile Program. We learned about how to care for snakes and how to respect them in the

wild. There was quite a collection and we were able to see and touch the snakes up close. This is

a great program for children and adults and we hope to repeat it again soon. 

Future Programs
We love offering a variety of programs at our library and are always open to suggestions for

new ones such as: 

Anyone interested in participating in an evening knitting group once a week at the library? 

Or how about a family game night with electronic games or board games?

Or book talks about books we recently read and want to share with others?

Or specialty topics with guest speakers? (Preferably free speakers) 

If any of these ideas appeal to you please contact the library. 

Book Recommendations
Adult Fiction: Angels and Demons by Dan Brown. If you haven’t seen the movie yet, read

the book first. There are a lot of details that can’t be included in the film that are important. The

story begins with Robert Langdon, a Harvard professor who specializes

in symbology, hastily flown to Switzerland to examine a symbol that

has been burned into the chest of a murdered scientist who has been se-

cretly working on the production of anti-matter with his daughter, sci-

entist Vittoria Vetra. The symbol is that of the Illuminati, an ancient

organization that once was persecuted by the Catholic Church but

since has remained underground and long-forgotten. It soon appears

that the target is the Vatican itself, which leads Langdon and Vetra

on a frantic search for the anti-matter, the four missing Cardinals

and the Illuminati all while the clock is ticking down. It’s very ex-

citing and similar to The Da Vinci Code, only better written. 

Young Adult Fiction: The Hunger Games by Suzanne

Collins. Imagine a dystopian North America (now called

Panem) divided into 13 districts with one district – the cruel vic-

tor of the power struggle – controlling all the other districts in every way imaginable. And

just to keep them all in line, they require that once a year each

district send one boy and one girl between the ages of 12 and 18

to fight to the death in a reality game that is broadcast live

throughout Panem. When a name is drawn it is considered a

death sentence. Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen does the

unimaginable by volunteering to take her younger sister’s

place when her name is drawn for the Hunger Games. The

odyssey that follows is a wild ride for the reader of terror, in-

trigue and brutality in a fantastically crafted story. It is one

of the best reads for teens and adults since Twilight, yet has

more thought-provoking substance and discussion possi-

bilities. I believe it is destined to become an all time clas-

sic like 1984 or Animal Farm. But don’t take my word for

it … find out for yourself. 

Juvenile Fiction: Ranger’s Apprentice Book One: The Ruins of Gorlan by John Flanagan.

Will has grown up as a ward of the castle with no last name and no idea

of who his parents were. At age 15, he and the other wards are chosen

for apprenticeship into various professions. Will’s heart is that of a war-

rior but his small frame is unfortunately not suitable according to cas-

tle standards. Therefore, he is chosen by Halt, a dark and unsmiling

Ranger, to begin his apprenticeship. Will quickly discovers that he has

the keen senses and abilities to become a Ranger and thrives under Halt’s

tutelage. As the evil Morgarath builds his forces and prepares to attack the

kingdom, Will’s new spy skills become crucial to the protection of the

kingdom and his friends. The story is reminiscent of King Arthur and

Lord of the Rings with all the excitement and mythical creatures. It is an

excellent story for ages 9 and up. 

Check out these books and more at the library and remember

your library card: Don’t leave home without it! 
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Click on “Local News” at 

The Bookshelf

Live Snakes Invade Library as Part of Summer Reading Program

SUMMER SPECIAL

(one coupon per customer - coupon MUST

be presented at time of service)

10 OFF
SERVICE

CALL

$

7
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16911 Hill Drive, Madera • Financing Available O.A.C.

When honesty and quality work matter ... Call

Contractor’s        
Lic. #862395

Brian Padilla

call

&

call Brian’s Heating
and Cooling for

call Brian’s Heating
and Cooling forDUCT

CLEANING
SERVICE

now available FREE
ESTIMATES

on complete
heat a/c unit
changeouts

We do SERVICE &

WARRANTY repairs

on all makes

and models!

We do SERVICE &

WARRANTY repairs

on all makes

and models!

675-1681
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By President Steve Monk

Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos would

like to thank all of the Ranchos residents

who helped support our club by purchas-

ing fireworks at our July 4th Fireworks

booth. It was another very successful

fundraiser that will go right back to our

local kids here in the Ranchos. We hope

everyone had a great holiday and played

safe and sane. We also wanted to thank

all of our members who donated time to

help out, in 100 degree heat, at our fire-

works booth. A special thank you goes

out to John Herrera who was the chair-

person for the event. Also, we were very

thankful to have the 4H volunteers who

donated time to this fundraising event.

We would also like to thank some of the

staff at Pete's Drive Inn: thanks again for

all your help.

Now let’s talk about what the Kiwa-

nis is all about. The Kiwanis Club of the

Ranchos is a service club collectively

united by local community members

looking to volunteer their time and re-

sources to enhance the lives of children

in their local community and worldwide.

We help sponsor many service

projects throughout the world but

we pay special attention to our

local community schools and chil-

dren by holding fundraisers and

sponsoring, or co-sponsoring,

events that help children here in

the Madera Ranchos.

We just finished volunteering

our time in helping to support a

Fishing Derby with proceeds

going toward Special Olympics. It

was held at Wishon Lake where

there were tagged fish of different

denominations from $25 up to

$10,000. Three years ago a gen-

tleman caught the $10,000 fish. It

is a fun time for all with the funds

raised going toward a great cause. 

The Kiwanis Club of the Ran-

chos would like to remind every-

one about the Firemans’ Barbeque

coming up on Saturday, Aug. 15 at

the Rancho Vista Del Rio, or

Borba Ranch, on Highway 99 off

of Ave. 7. Bring your appetites

and dancing shoes for a great

time. The proceeds from this

event go to help fund our local

firefighting departments; Station 9

and Station 19. 

If you are interested in volun-

teering some time and giving

back to your community, please

feel free to contact any of our

officers for 2009 at 559-645-

4735. They would be happy to an-

swer your questions.        You can also

visit www.ranchoskiwanis.org to

reach us online or you can write

to us at:

Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos

37221 Avenue 12 1-C #29

Madera, CA 93636

One more announcement to

make: our club is now meeting in the

evenings. The club is still meeting at

the Pizza Factory which has gra-

ciously donated its meeting room for

our use. Our meetings are every

Thursday evening at 6:30 p.m. at the

Pizza Factory, except the first Thurs-

day of the month when it’s held at

6:45 a.m. to help accommodate our

members who have difficulty attend-

ing the evening meetings. Thanks

again to Hal and Mary Ann Parks for

donating the meeting room at the

Pizza Factory.

KIWANIS
KORNER
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5
OFF
$

nails • hair
pedicures • facials

waxing

WALK-INS
WELCOMED!

A FULL

SERVICE

SALON      

Grand
Opening
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The Beauty Club
Salon • N • Boutique 

645-6565
Maywood Center • Madera Ranchos
37221 Ave. 12 #1B

on ANY services!

RENT ONE MOVIE, GET ONE RENTAL FREE!

TAKE TWO VIDEO • 37221 AVE 12 #1C
MADERA RANCHOS • 645-1202

$4.99

BALLOON

BOUQUET

SPECIAL!

UNDER

NEW

OWNERSHIPFASHIONJEWELRYTOO!
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To Advertise Call
645-0634



Click on “Local News” at 

by Woody Laughnan
The Olde Cowboy
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You wanted it and now it’s here!
Premium & Specialty Coffees 

in the Ranchos!

37164 Avenue 12 #102
(next to Subway)

645-1225

MONDAY - THURSDAY

6 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

FRIDAY - SATURDAY

6 a.m. - 7 p.m.

7/09

My longtime friend in nearby Madera County is cleaning out three generations of ac-

cumulation from his farmstead preparatory to holding a farmyard sale this month, and his

missus is going through boxes and trunks that have not been opened for years, in fact

she’s been emptying closets in upstairs rooms whose doors have not been open in 20

years, as is the case in many rambling old farm houses that pre-date the l920s.

Her sorting job is taking much more time than his.

"Sometimes I come into a room and find her

holding an object to the cheek and crying, for in-

stance an old doll that we bought for our oldest

daughter on her first Christmas 40 years ago, and a

pitcher and knickknacks that her grandmother

brought from Ireland more than a hundred years

ago," my friend reminisces. "I don’t know, but some-

times it is more difficult for a woman to look back

on yesterday, although I was all but moved to tears

when I found my son’s tricycle in what was once the

tack room in the roofless horse barn that hasn’t been

used in nearly 40 years. I suppose that I’m the ex-

ception to the adage that men don’t cry."

Anyhow, he put his place up for sale a couple of

months ago, not that he was doing much with it any-

more except running a few head of cows and putting

up some hay, and the wife and he had a few chickens,

a couple of hogs and a garden that didn’t get much tending this year, At one time theirs

was a busy farm, even employing a year ‘round hired man, and until a labor camp was

built nearby, put up migrant farm workers and their families in the cow barn that is now

only a skeleton exposed to the sky, while others lived in their cars or pitched tents under

a cluster of oak trees in the hollow.

"This was a long, long time ago," he says, "back in the time when on Saturday nights

in Mendota, Firebaugh, Madera and nearby rural villages there were more than a thou-

sand cotton pickers on the streets on Saturday night. Those old and all-but-forgotten vil-

lages were really booming then, but nowadays they’ve deteriorated to perhaps a filling

station and a grocery store owned by an Indian fellow who cashes checks for farm work-

ers who buy necessities.

"And I recall going to barn dances in the mows of cow barns that were new then, and

a pickup band of piano, drums, saxophone and banjo

playing polkas and old-time waltzes and at 2 in the

morning we took up a collection for them to continue

playing until dawn," he recalls. "Indeed, I met my

wife while dancing with her at a barn dance and bas-

ket social while the band was playing an old-time

waltz. I bought her basket and we had midnight sup-

per together.

"And in those olden days we had Sunday gath-

erings down at the river, men pitching horseshoes,

dozens of kids at play and womenfolks exchanging

recipes and local gossip. Well, the Missus and I never

thought of leaving the old farmstead until we were

hauled off to Shady Oaks for Older Folks or the Grim

Reaper made a call to our bailiwick. Nor in our

wildest dreams visualized the city would so insidi-

ously encroach this far into the countryside, all the

way to Avenue 12 and beyond. I mean back in our day, there were times when we would

have been indeed fortunate to sell open land out here for a relatively few thousand dol-

lars if we could sell it at all. But the time has come that we can no longer even afford to

live on it. We realized that not long ago when a big billboard went up on a pasture in our

bailiwick alongside Highway 41:

FOR SALE: $250,000 AN ACRE.

FREE week of trial classes

37193 Ave. 12 #3F · Madera Ranchos

25 DISCOUNT* 
645-STAR

$

*Upon enrollment. Expires 8/12/09  (   7           8           2           7   )

call

7/09

Home made right down to the sauces!

645-1106
Let us CATER your next PARTY or EVENT

Call in to pick up your family’s
SMOKING MEAL DEAL tonight! 

Dine In or Take Out

We’re MORE than just BBQ! Try our NEW extended menu:
Spaghetti • Lasagna • Fish Tacos

Kids Menu • Senior Specials

7/09
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674-1663

14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

7/09

Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint

• Color Matching

• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening

• Unibody Frame 
Repairs

• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES
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by Jean Briner

I  S C R E A M ,  Y O U

S C R E A M ,  W E  A L L  S C R E A M

F O R  I C E  C R E A M !  W h a t  i s

b e t t e r  t h a n  a  f r e e z e r  o f

h o m e m a d e  i c e  c r e a m  o n  a  h o t

s u m m e r  e v e n i n g ?

I  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  w e  w e r e

y o u n g  w e  h a d  a  h a n d - c r a n k

i c e  c r e a m  m a k e r .  We  k i d s

w o u l d  h a v e  t o  s i t  o n  t h e

f r e e z e r  s o  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  s t a y

i n  o n e  p l a c e  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e

c r a n k i n g  t h e  h a n d l e .  D a d d y

w o u l d  p u t  a  f o l d e d  b l a n k e t

o n  i t  f o r  u s

t o  s i t  o n ,  b u t

w e  w o u l d

s t i l l  g r i p e

t h a t  o u r  b u t t s

w e r e  g e t t i n g

c o l d .

B u t  w e

l o v e d  i t .

T h e  i c e

c r e a m  a l w a y s

s t a r t e d  o u t

v a n i l l a ,  b u t  i f  t h e r e  w e r e

f r e s h  p e a c h e s  o r  s t r a w b e r r i e s

t h e y  w e r e  c r u s h e d  a n d  s w e e t -

e n e d .  T h e n  w h e n  t h e  i c e

c r e a m  w a s  a l m o s t  d o n e ,  h e

w o u l d  t a k e  t h e  l i d  o f f  a n d

t a k e  s o m e  o f  t h e  i c e  c r e a m

o u t  a n d  p u t  t h e  f r u i t  i n ,  a n d

f i n i s h  c r a n k i n g  u n t i l  i t  j u s t

w o u l d n ’ t  c r a n k  a n y  m o r e .  O f

c o u r s e  w e  a l w a y s  g o t  t o  e a t

t h e  i c e  c r e a m  h e  t o o k  o u t ,

t h e n  w h e n  i t  w a s  d o n e ,  h e

w o u l d  t a k e  t h e  p a d d l e  o u t

a n d  “ p a c k  i t ”  u n t i l  i t  w a s

r e a d y  t o  e a t .  H e  w o u l d  f o l d

u p  a  p i e c e  o f  w a x  p a p e r  t o

f i t  o v e r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  c a n i s -

t e r  t h e n  p u t  t h e  l i d  b a c k  o n ,

t h i s  w a y  t h e  i c e  a n d  s a l t

c o u l d n ’ t  g e t  i n t o  t h e  i c e

c r e a m .  T h e n  h e ’ d  d r a i n  o f f

a l l  t h e  w a t e r  a n d  r e p a c k  i t

w i t h  l o t s  o f  i c e  a n d  m o r e  s a l t

a n d  c o v e r  i t  w i t h  a  g u n n y

s a c k  a n d  t h e  b l a n k e t  t h a t  w a s

u s e d  f o r  o u r  s e a t .  T h e n  w e

w o u l d  h a v e  t o  w a i t .  H a v e

y o u  e v e r  h a d  t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e

m a i l m a n  t o  b r i n g  y o u  t h a t

p a c k a g e  y o u  o r d e r e d  t w o

w e e k s  a g o ?  O r  e v e n  C h r i s t -

m a s  o r  y o u r  b i r t h d a y ?  T h a t

w a s  w h a t  i t  w a s  l i k e  w a i t i n g

f o r  t h e  i c e  c r e a m  t o  b e  r e a d y

t o  e a t .

W h e n  I

g o t  o l d e r  a n d

w a s  d o i n g

s o m e  o f  t h e

k i t c h e n

c h o r e s ,  m a m a

w o u l d  l e t  m e

m a k e  t h e  i c e

c r e a m  m i x .  I

r e m e m b e r  i t

w a s  1 0  e g g s ,

b e a t e n  u n t i l

l i g h t  c o l o r e d ,  a d d i n g  3  c u p s

o f  s u g a r ,  a  h a l f  t e a s p o o n  s a l t

a n d  1  t e a s p o o n  v a n i l l a .  P o u r

t h i s  m i x t u r e  i n t o  t h e  c a n i s -

t e r ,  a n d  a d d  a  c a n  o f  e v a p o -

r a t e d  m i l k  a n d  e n o u g h  w h o l e

m i l k  t o  c o m e  u p  t o  t h e  l i n e

o n  t h e  c a n i s t e r .  T h e n  a s  I  g o t

o l d e r ,  a n d  b e g a n  t o  h e a r

a b o u t  e a t i n g  r a w  e g g s ,  I

s t a r t e d  m a k i n g  a  c u s t a r d .  I

w o u l d  b e a t  t h e  e g g s ,  a d d i n g

t h e  s u g a r ,  s a l t  a n d  v a n i l l a .

H e a t i n g  t h e  m i l k  ( a t  t h i s

t i m e ,  I  s t a r t e d  u s i n g  s o m e

h a l f  &  h a l f  i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e

w h o l e  m i l k )  u n t i l  i t  j u s t

c o m e s  t o  a  b u b b l e  ( d o n ’ t  b o i l

i t )  a n d  a d d  s o m e  o f  t h e  m i l k

t o  t h e  e g g  m i x t u r e ,  b e a t i n g

Please see RECIPES on P. 13

I  S C R E A M ,  Y O U
SCREAM,  WE ALL SCREAM
F O R  I C E  C R E A M !  W h a t  i s
b e t t e r  t h a n  a  f re e z e r  o f
h o m e m a d e  i c e  c re a m  o n  a
ho t  summer  even ing?

$

30% FEDERAL
TAX CREDIT

6799
COMPLETE
12 mos. SAME AS CASH (O.A.C.)

only

• Hot water FREE from the sun
• Protects the environment
• Reduces dependence on PG&E
• No upfront costs
• As seen on Extreme Makeover-

Home Edition
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Click on “Local News” at 

pro’s and con’s of each device along with a

visual photo of each device. Participants were

asked to select any devices they felt would

suit the Avenue 12 plan. For example, traffic

circles (also known as a turnabout): the pros

were that it “… moderates speed and im-

proves safety.” The cons were listed as “…

difficult for emergency vehicles and loss of

on-street parking.”

The results from these exercises will be

totaled and studied to see how they can be im-

plemented into our community.

There are a number of County projects

currently involving the Madera Ranchos and

Avenue 12. Those projects include:

The Southeast Madera County Area
Plan (which will begin later this year) 

The planning area covers the entire re-

gion surrounding the Ranchos, from Highway

41 in the east, to the Santa Fe railway in the

west; the San Joaquin River in the south, and

portions of the Bonadelle Ranchos in the

north (35,000 acres).

The Area Plan is a response to develop-

ment pressure around the Ranchos and Av-

enue 12, including 7,000 acres in proposed

development. The Plan will ensure the plan-

ning for the area is done in an efficient and

comprehensive manner. 

Avenue 12 Sidewalk and Striping Im-
provements (which will be initiated within

the coming year) 

The project will be conducted by the

County Road Department and includes

sidewalk improvements to both sides of

Avenue 12 from Road 36 to Road 37. The

same stretch of Avenue 12 will also be re-

striped to accommodate two lanes of traf-

fic, plus a left turn lane. The project is

funded through State Proposition 1B. 

The Madera Ranchos Avenue 12 En-
hancement Plan

This plan will focus community driven

planning efforts on the stretch of Avenue 12

from Road 36 to Road 38.

Meetings were held at various locations

in the Ranchos beginning in the Winter of

2008 through the Spring of 2009 concerning

the Avenue 12/Madera Ranchos Bypass. By

the final meeting this past April, the majority

of participants favored an Avenue 12 bypass,

rather than widening Avenue 12 to four or six

lanes. There are currently three bypass align-

ment options. 

The project assumes that the bypass will

relieve the Ranchos of regional traffic impacts

in the future. The project is made possible

through a $147,813 grant from Caltrans in

order to achieve land use and transportation

planning that is based on community values.

There is one more “Visioning Work-

shop” which will be held Thursday, July 30 at

6:30 p.m. at the Liberty High School Cafete-

ria. At the conclusion of that meeting, which

will have been the third Visioning Workshop,

the subsequent Enhancement Plan will be

broken down into three parts:

Additional Visioning Community Work-
shops (July 2009 – October 2009) To inform

and develop the look and feel of the project.

Transportation Plan (July 2009 – Sep-
tember 2010) Extensive traffic studies to ad-

dress traffic issues.

Corridor Redesign (April 2010 – Sep-
tember 2010).

For more information on the above

mentioned planning projects, you may

find the “Madera Ranchos” and “South-

east Madera County Plan Area” sec-

tions at www.madera-county.com/rma/

planningdept/planning_dept_docs.html.

Watch your mailbox and your newspa-

per for more information. This project will

change the face of the Madera Ranchos and

we want everyone to have input into the deci-

sions being made in our community.

AVE 12 cont. from P. 2
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Dear Friends,

Your Volunteer 
Firefighters ne

ed you to atten
d our fundrais

ing din-

ner, auction and
 dance, Saturday

, Aug. 15. This y
ear we are movi

ng to a new

location, the Bor
ba’s Rancho Vista del 

Rio Ranch on the wes
t side of High-

way 99 just sou
th of Avenue 7. 

This beautiful h
orse ranch sits 

on the Madera

side of the San
 Joaquin River and it is h

ome to some of 
the best fundra

is-

ing events in 
the Valley.

Last August, w
e had a great f

undraising even
t. We wish to thank

 our

host Jim Cobb 
for the use of 

his ranch. Our 
chairperson, De

bbie Farr, has

worked long hou
rs to make sur

e that this year
’s event will be

 even better

that last year. A
ll we need is y

ou and your fr
iends to attend

. We feed 550

folks a great d
inner in just 3

0 minutes.

The dessert auc
tion and the liv

e and silent au
ctions all went 

well last

year. As you kn
ow, the silent 

and live auction
s are the real 

“money makers”

for us. We will have the 
dessert auction

 again along w
ith other fun-f

illed

events. This ev
ening will have

 great food, a 
lot of live and 

silent auction

items to take ho
me with you and

 just a good old
-fashioned time

 to enjoy with

your friends. Y
our MC this ye

ar will be Mont
e Pistoresi.

Your generous f
inancial suppor

t in the past ha
s paid for the 

following:

We sent four of 
our Volunteer F

irefighters to a
 three day Auto

 Extraction

Class in Clovis 
at a cost of $1,

250. One of the
 newer rescue 

tools that was

used in the clas
s is now a par

t of our Rescue Squad at 
a cost of $447.

 We

have converted 
our old water t

ender building 
into a new trai

ning room for

use by our folk
s and it will a

lso be available
 for use by sm

all community

groups. The rem
odel cost $35,0

00. The above it
ems, plus other

 firefighting,

rescue and safe
ty tools, are al

l made possible
 by the funds 

raised at this

event.

We hope to see y
ou and your fr

iends on Saturd
ay, Aug. 15.

Your Volunteer 
Firefighters.

PS: Thank you 
for a FIRE SAFE 4th of 

July!!!

An Open Letter from Your Area Firefighters

Volunteer Firefighter Don Chase

received a big thank you from

Madera County Supervisor Frank

Bigelow for his 30 years of service

with the Station 19 Volunteer Fire

Company. Don is

a long-time Ran-

chos resident. He

was a pioneer in

the business com-

munity when he

opened the first

small grocery

story in the Ran-

chos on Avenue

12. Over his 30

years of service,

Don has been our “Jack of all

trades” and when something breaks,

he gets it fixed. Don is now our

Number 1 water tender driver and

day or night, he brings 4,000 gallons

of water to the fire scene.

Don was presented his 30 year

pin and a Fire Department watch at a

recent Madera County Volunteer Fire-

fighters luncheon. When not behind

the wheel of his

big red truck, he

and his charming

wife, Jo Anne,

can be found on a

golf course.

A big “thank

you” to Don for

all the time he

donates to the

Fire Department

and this commu-

nity. You can say “hi” to Don on

Aug. 15 at the 24th Annual Fire-

fighters’ BBQ Dinner, Dance and

Auction at the Borba's Rancho Vista

del Rio on Highway 99 at Avenue 7.

Volunteer Firefighter Bill Morri-

son, or Mr. Bill as

he is known, stands

on the corner of

Avenue 12 and

Road 36 collecting

money for “Fill the

Boot,” the annual

Muscular Dystro-

phy fundraiser.

This year, mem-

bers of your local

volunteer and paid

firefighters stood at two intersections in

the Ranchos and the 6:30 to 9 a.m. and

3 to 6 p.m. collec-

tion drives were

outstanding. The

Ranchos folks filled

the big rubber fire

boots to the tune of

$2,500. The money

collected in this

drive funds ongoing

programs of patient

care and research. A

big thanks to all

who helped “Fill the Boot.”

Volunteer Firefighters Honored
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of 

the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006). 

Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!
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a l l  t h e  t i m e  t o  a v o i d  h a v i n g

s c r a m b l e d  e g g s ,  t h e n  a d d  t h i s

m i x t u r e  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  m i l k .

B e  s u r e  t o  c o o l  t h i s  m i x t u r e

b e f o r e  p u t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  c a n i s -

t e r  t o  f r e e z e  a n d  c r a n k  u n t i l

i t ’ s  d o n e .

I n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  I  r e m e m b e r

n o t  u s i n g  a s  m u c h  s u g a r  b u t

w o u l d  a d d  a  l a r g e  p a c k a g e  o f

i n s t a n t  v a n i l l a  p u d d i n g  t o  t h e

m i x .  A f t e r  m y  b r o t h e r  g o t  o u t

o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  w e n t  t o

w o r k  h e  b o u g h t  a n  e l e c t r i c

i c e  c r e a m  m a k e r .  I t  w a s  a

h e c k  o f  a  l o t  e a s i e r ,  b u t  o n

t h e  d o w n  s i d e ,  i t  j u s t  d i d n ’ t

m a k e  t h e  i c e  c r e a m  a s  h a r d  a s

t h e  o l d  c r a n k  m e t h o d .

A s  a  “ R e m i n i s c e ”  m o -

m e n t :  D o  a n y  o f  y o u  r e m e m -

b e r  b e f o r e  c r u s h e d  i c e  i n  a

b a g ?  We  w e n t  t o  t h e  i c e

h o u s e  a n d  w o u l d  p u t  a  c o u p l e

o f  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  s l o t  a n d

t h i s  b i g  b l o c k  o f  i c e  w o u l d

c o m e  o u t  t h a t  h a d  a  s t r o n g

t w i n e  w r a p p e d  a r o u n d  i t  f o r

c a r r y i n g .  We  w o u l d  b r i n g

t h i s  b l o c k  h o m e  a n d  p u t  i t  i n

a  g a l v a n i z e d  t u b  a n d  s t a r t

c h i p p i n g  i t  w i t h  a n  i c e  p i c k .

R a n d y ’ s  y o u n g e s t  b r o t h e r

A d a m  ( t h e  p i e  m a k e r )  m a d e  a

f r e e z e r  o f  i c e  c r e a m  f o r  u s

f o r  t h e  f o u r t h  o f  J u l y .  I t  w a s

d e l i c i o u s  a n d  I  a s k e d  h i m  f o r

h i s  r e c i p e  f o r  a  f o u r  q u a r t

f r e e z e r :

H o m e m a d e  I c e  C r e a m
2  C  W h o l e  M i l k

1 ¾  C  S u g a r

½  t s p  S a l t

1 ½  T  Va n i l l a

2  C  H a l f  &  H a l f

4  C  W h i p p i n g  C r e a m

P u t  t h e  m i l k  i n  a  p a n  t o

h e a t  j u s t  t o  t h e  s c a l d  s t a g e .

D O  N O T  B O I L !  A f t e r  t h e

m i l k  i s  h o t ,  r e m o v e  f r o m  h e a t

a n d  a d d  t h e  s u g a r  a n d  s a l t ,

s t i r r i n g  u n t i l  d i s s o l v e d .  A d d

t h e  v a n i l l a  a n d  t h e  t w o

c r e a m s  a n d  p u t  t h e  m i x t u r e  i n

t h e  r e f r i g e r a t o r  u n t i l  i t

c o o l s .  A f t e r  i t  i s  c o o l ,  p u t  i t

i n  t h e  c a n i s t e r  a n d  f r e e z e  a c -

c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r  f r e e z e r ’ s  d i -

r e c t i o n s .

I  l o v e  s h e r b e t  –  p i n e a p p l e

i s  o n e  o f  m y  f a v o r i t e s .  W h e n

w e  w e r e  a l l  s t i l l  a t  h o m e  I

w o u l d  m a k e  p i n e a p p l e  s h e r -

b e t  a s  o f t e n  a s  I  c o u l d .  I

m a d e  i t  s o  o f t e n ;  I  k n e w  t h e

r e c i p e  b y  h e a r t .  T h e r e  w e r e

s e v e n  o f  u s ,  s o  I  w o u l d  a l -

w a y s  d o u b l e  t h e  r e c i p e  –

h o p e  y o u  l i k e  i t  t o o :

P i n e a p p l e  S h e r b e t
½  C  p i n e a p p l e  j u i c e

( c a n n e d )

1  T  l e m o n  j u i c e

⅔  C  s u g a r

2  C  c o l d  m i l k

C o m b i n e  t h e  p i n e a p p l e

j u i c e ,  l e m o n  j u i c e  a n d  s u g a r ,

m i x i n g  t o  b e  s u r e  s u g a r  i s

d i s s o l v e d .  P u t  i n  r e f r i g e r a t o r

u n t i l  i t  i s  c o l d .  P o u r  t h i s

c o l d  m i x t u r e  i n t o  t h e  c o l d

m i l k  –  N E V E R  p o u r  t h e  m i l k

i n t o  t h e  j u i c e s  o r  y o u  w i l l

h a v e  o n e  c u r d l e d  m e s s !  P o u r

i n t o  a  s h a l l o w  p a n  a n d  p u t  i n

f r e e z e r .  J u s t  b e f o r e  i t  i s

f r o z e n  s o l i d ,  u s e  a  f o r k  t o

s t i r  i t  u p  t h e n  p u t  b a c k  i n

f r e e z e r  t o  f r e e z e  s o l i d .  W h e n

f r o z e n ,  t u r n  i n t o  a  m i x i n g

b o w l  a n d  b e a t  l i g h t l y  w i t h  a

m i x e r .  R e t u r n  t o  p a n  a n d

f r e e z e  u n t i l  f r o z e n .

I c e  c r e a m  i s  a l w a y s  g o o d

e a t e n  b y  i t s e l f ,  b u t  i f  y o u

w a n t  t o  m a k e  s o m e  c o o k i e s ,  I

h a v e  a  r e c i p e  f o r  y o u .  O n e  o f

o u r  r e a d e r s  L i n d a  A u t r y  s e n t

m e  t h i s  r e c i p e .  S h e  s a i d  s h e

w i s h e s  s h e  c o u l d  t a k e  c r e d i t

f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  r e c i p e  b u t

s h e  c o u l d n ’ t ,  s h e  g o t  i t  o f f

t h e  T V  f r o m  t h e  P a u l a  D e e n

S h o w.  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e r e  i t

c a m e  f r o m ,  i t  s t i l l  s o u n d s

O O E Y  G O O E Y !  S h e  w e n t  o n

t o  s a y  s h e  t o o k  a  p l a t t e r  o f

t h e  c o o k i e s  t o  a  g r a d u a t i o n

p a r t y  a n d  t h e  t e e n a g e r s  g a v e

h e r  a  s i t t i n g  o v a t i o n .  E n j o y .

C h o c o l a t e  G o o e y  B u t t e r
C o o k i e s

P r e h e a t  o v e n  t o  3 5 0

d e g r e e s

1  8  o z .  p k g .  c r e a m  c h e e s e ,

r o o m  t e m p e r a t u r e

1  s t i c k  b u t t e r ,  r o o m

t e m p e r a t u r e

1  e g g

1  t s p  v a n i l l a

1  b o x  m o i s t  d a r k  

c h o c o l a t e  c a k e  m i x

C o n f e c t i o n e r ’ s  s u g a r

RECIPES cont. from P. 11

On Time, On Budget, On Your Side

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN
Home Maintenance

& Remodeling
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Chiropractic for HEALTH

• Accepting ALL Insurances • Teachers Welcome •

Specializing in Auto Accident Injuries!

Chiropractic for HEALTH • 559-307-4400 or 559-412-4394
FREE • First Visit/Consultation • FREE
Call
visit our facility at 30 E. Minarets in Fresno, near Riverpark

7
/0
9

Please see RECIPES on P. 15

See us before you buy
your next vehicle
WE MAKE FINANCING EASY!
5 minute phone approval 

CALL FOR DETAILS • 559-323-3922
30 N. Clovis Ave. at Sierra, Clovis

BUY HERE

PAY HERE

$
7/09
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Bible Study 6 p.m.

7
/0

9

12414 Road 37
Madera, CA 93636

559-645-1700

www.GoldenValleyChurch.comAvenue 12

Cloverleaf

R
o

a
d

 3
7

t

N

Golden Valley Baptist Church

Sunday School 9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer and

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

I n  a  l a r g e  b o w l  w i t h  a n

e l e c t r i c  m i x e r ;  c r e a m  t h e

c r e a m  c h e e s e  a n d  b u t t e r  u n t i l

s m o o t h .  B e a t  i n  t h e  e g g ,  t h e

v a n i l l a ,  t h e n  t h e  c a k e  m i x .

C o v e r  a n d  r e f r i g e r a t e  f o r  2

h o u r s  o r  m o r e  t o  f i r m  u p  s o

y o u  c a n  r o l l  t h e  b a t t e r  i n t o

b a l l s .  R e f r i g e r a t e  o v e r n i g h t  i s

b e s t !  R o l l  t h e  c h i l l e d  b a t t e r

i n t o  t a b l e s p o o n - s i z e d  b a l l s

a n d  t h e n  r o l l  t h e m  i n  c o n f e c -

t i o n e r ’ s  s u g a r .  P l a c e  o n  a n  u n -

g r e a s e d  c o o k i e  s h e e t ,  2  i n c h e s

a p a r t  a n d  b a k e  f o r  1 2  m i n u t e s .

L e t  t h e m  s i t  o n  t h e  c o o k i e

s h e e t  f o r  1 5  m i n u t e s  u n t i l

t h e y  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  c o o l .

T h e s e  c o o k i e s  w i l l  r e m a i n  s o f t

a n d  g o o e y ,  i f  t h e y  l a s t  t h a t

l o n g !  L i n d a  s a i d  a  l e m o n ,

s p i c e  o r  a n y  f l a v o r  m o i s t  c a k e

m i x  c a n  b e  u s e d  i n s t e a d  o f

c h o c o l a t e .

F o r  t h o s e  o f  y o u  t h a t

m a k e  a  l o t  o f  c o o k i e s  a n d

u s e  t h e  t e a s p o o n  o r  t a b l e -

s p o o n  m e t h o d  t o  d r o p  y o u r

c o o k i e s  o n  t h e  c o o k i e  s h e e t s ,

i f  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  d o n e  s o  y e t ,

h a v e  y o u  c o n s i d e r e d  i n v e s t -

i n g  i n  a n  i c e  c r e a m  s c o o p ?

T h e  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  k i n d  w i t h

t h e  t h u m b  r e l e a s e .  M y  m o m

h a d  f o u r  o r  f i v e  o f  t h e m  –  a l l

t h e  w a y  f r o m  a  t i n y  o n e ,

a b o u t  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  m e l o n

b a l l e r ,  t o  a  l a r g e  o n e ,  t h e

s i z e  f o r  m e a t  b a l l s .  S h e  u s e d

t h e m  f o r  l o t s  o f  t h i n g s  –  h e r

M a r t h a  W a s h i n g t o n  c a n d y ,

a l l  s i z e s  o f  c o o k i e s  a n d  m a k -

i n g  e v e n - s i z e d  h a m b u r g e r s .  I

d o n ’ t  k n o w  h o w  e x p e n s i v e

t h e y  a r e  n o w ,  b u t  y o u  m i g h t

w a n t  t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e m .  I

f o u n d  m a n y  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m

o n l i n e ,  j u s t  s e a r c h  f o r  “ p o r -

t i o n  s c o o p s . ”

L i n d a  M a n t e r  s e n t  m e  t w o

r e c i p e s  f o r  s o u p  t h a t  s o u n d e d

a b s o l u t e l y  d e l i c i o u s .  I  w a n t e d

t o  i n c l u d e  o n e  o f  t h e m  i n  t h i s

a r t i c l e  b u t  I  h a v e  r u n  o u t  o f

s p a c e .  I  p r o m i s e  t o  u s e  t h e m

i n  n e x t  m o n t h ’ s  a r t i c l e .  

I  s i n c e r e l y  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  a l l

t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s .  A s  I ’ v e  s a i d

i n  e a c h  a r t i c l e ,  T H I S  A RT I C L E

I S  F O R  A N D  A B O U T  Y O U  –

N O T  O U R  FA M I LY.  U n t i l  n e x t

m o n t h  –  A u n t  J e a n .

RECIPES cont. from P. 13
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Recharging Batteries for Golden Valley’s New Year

By Superintendent Sarah Koligian

Ahh ... the summer months, the time of

the year to tackle our “to do” list, to become

more involved in recreational activities, to

travel and to catch up on recreational read-

ing.  Summer is also the time that Golden

Valley Unified is gearing up for the new

school year.  We will hit the ground running

the first week in August with the Golden

Valley Unified Management Charge Ses-

sion at Scout Island in Fresno on Aug. 3,

followed by the new Ranchos Middle

School Ribbon-cutting Ceremony and

GVUSD 10-year Anniversary Celebration

on Aug. 4, followed by the high school and

middle school pre-registration days on Aug.

5 and 6.  School employees return to work

on Aug. 10 to prepare their rooms for their

newest group of students.  All staff will par-

ticipate in a half day district inservice on

Aug. 12 and we will welcome our students

back to an exciting 2009-10 school year on

Aug. 13.  

So where did the summer go?  Hope-

fully, our students, staff and families spent

some quality time recharging their batteries

and enjoying some rest and relaxation.  July

is typically the month that I am planning for

the new school year with the logistical back

to school planning in areas, such as, regis-

tration, bus schedules and back to school

meetings for staff.  It is also the month that

I am reflecting on what we accomplished in

terms of our district Strategic Plan goals

from the previous year and redefining new

goals to prepare for the State of the District

for the upcoming year.  I also value the im-

portance of recharging my batteries men-

tally and physically.  As a life-long learner,

I am committed to growing personally and

professionally by traveling the path of con-

tinual improvement and excellence.  I

recharged my batteries this summer by

spending time with my family, time at

home entertaining extended family and

friends, and time diving into my favorite

books.  In addition to the reading recre-

ational books by one of my favorite fic-

tional authors, Michael Crichton, I

discovered a new motivational and inspira-

tional author by the name of Jon Gordon.  

The books, The Energy Bus and Train-
ing Camp – A Fable About Excellence by

Jon Gordon were two excellent quick reads

that definitely charged my batteries and

provided me new ways to create positive

energy within our organization and to dis-

cover what “... the best do better than every-

one else.” The Energy Bus provides an

enlightening and inspiring ride that reveals

10 secrets for approaching life and work

with the kind of positive, forward thinking

that leads to true accomplishment at work

and at home.  No one goes through life

untested and the answer to these tests is

positive energy – the kind of positive en-

ergy that consists of the vision, trust, opti-

mism, enthusiasm, purpose, and spirit that

defines great leaders and their dreams.  

Training Camp is based on a story of

an undrafted rookie trying to make it in the

NFL.  He’s spent his entire life proving to

the critics that a small guy with a big heart

can succeed against all odds.  Through this

story Gordon reveals the deep truths and

proven strategies that take the very best to

the top, in any field.  There are common

qualities and traits that the best do better

than everyone else, such as maintaining a

big-picture vision while taking focused ac-

tion, being mentally strong, seizing the mo-

ment and inspiring excellence in the people

around them.  

Concepts and philosophies from both

of these books will provide the foundation

on which our Governing Board and staff

will set our goals and priorities for the up-

coming school year.   Golden Valley has

had a focused vision and mission for the

past 10 years – becoming its own school

district, passing two local school bonds,

building a new state-of-the-art high school

and middle school, renovating older cam-

puses and achieving California Distin-

guished School status for all of its schools.

We have been traveling the path of accom-

plishments and excellence for the past

10years.  I look forward to supporting and

leading our organization onward and up-

ward through the new school year and I am

confident that the next 10 years will provide

new challenges and excitement.  Congratu-

lations and many thanks to all of the found-

ing fathers and mothers who made a dream

a reality!   Our batteries are charged and we

are ready to go!  Welcome back!

Golden Valley Unified - “Growing a

District of Excellence.”

Golden Valley Unified School District
Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

On Aug. 13 students will return to

class and begin a new year. It is also

time to celebrate the opening of our

newest facility, Ranchos Middle

School. Please join our staff and com-

munity at our Ribbon Cutting Cere-

mony and 10 Year GVUSD Anniversary

Celebration on Tuesday, Aug. 4 from 10

a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the new site on

12455 Road 35 ½ here in the Madera

Ranchos.

The following information is being

provided to assist parents and students

to ensure a positive start.

Liberty High School
Registration packets will be avail-

able for pick up in the front office on

Aug. 3. Registration day is Aug. 6 and

times are as follows:

Seniors 8 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

Juniors 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.

Sophomores12:30 p.m. – 2 p.m.

Freshman 2 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

There will be a Freshman Par-

ent/Student Meeting Night on Aug. 5 at

6:30 p.m. in the LHS Theater. 

Ranchos Middle School
Registration packets will be avail-

able for pick up in the front office on

Aug. 3. Registration day is Aug. 6 and

times are as follows:

8th Graders 9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

7th Graders 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Back to School Night is planned for

Friday, Aug. 18 from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Educational Options
The  Educa t iona l  Op t ions  s i t e

wi l l  be  r e loca ted  to  the  p rev ious

in t e r im  midd le  schoo l  s i t e  and

regis t ra t ion  packets  wi l l  be  ava i l -

ab le  a t  t ha t  s i t e  on  Aug .  3 .  Back

to  Schoo l  N igh t  i s  p l anned  fo r

Aug.  28 .

Sierra View Elementary School
Webster Elementary Schools
The Sierra View office will  re-

open on Aug. 3 and will  have reg-

is t ra t ion packets  avai lable .  The

Sierra View Back to School  Night

is  planned for  Aug.  20 and Web-

ster ’s is  planned for Aug. 13.

General Information 
GVUSD Bus Routes  wil l  be

posted on the GVUSD web site and

wil l  be included in  your  regis t ra-

t ion packets .  Please contact  your

school si tes for bell  schedules.

Board Policies
In your registration packets and

back to school information you will re-

ceive any updated information or

changes to current board policies. To

view any and all current policies

within GVUSD please go to our web-

site at www.gvusd.k12.ca.us/Board of

Trustees/Board Policies.

It’s Back to School
At Golden Valley!
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VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH

& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

• Cleanups

(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs

• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling

Call Danny Powell at
559-363-0805 or

559-281-4696
All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    489-7859

Valley Green
Hydroseeding

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours: 

Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00

Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial

38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings

Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training

Cell 706-3162

559-297-3770

559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties

Tom Kellner
owner/broker

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. #103 • Madera Ranchos

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life

DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

HIGH QUALITY

559-454-8060

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336

559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING

VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER

INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER

EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service

• Full Service

• Equipment

• Supplies

• Residential • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing

Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management

Interlocking Pavers

442-1999442-1999
nothing outlasts pavers!

www.rlacyinterlockpavers.com

Lic. #306511

SINCE

1980

BONDED &

INSURED

LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in Re-
paints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-

coustical Removal

Color Matching

We’ve Got YOU Covered
BUSINESS • AUTO

HOME • FARM
HEALTH

BUSINESS • AUTO
HOME • FARM

HEALTH

Tony
Garcia   
call

645-1792
341-2002
431-3072
Lic. #OG11001

tony@valleyagins.com
Valley Ag Insurance

h

c

w

KNIGHT &DAY
COMPUTERS

645-0122
• NEW AND USED LAPTOPS •

• PRINTERS • PARTS •

repairs experience

& Chuck’s Transmission

645-4475

Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE
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CALL BOB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

645-1578

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

645-1578
645-8323
37164 AVE. 12 #103
MADERA RANCHOS

Beauty Salon, Hair, Nails,
Pedicures & Gifts

A
Delightful

Touch

Business Directory 

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your Aries leadership qualities can help bring order out of all that confusion,

whether it's on the job or in the home. But be careful to guide, not goad, others into following you.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Applying a more personal view to a job-linked issue could help

provide better insight into those persistent problems. Use your keen Taurean logic to cut through the

double-talk.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Taking some time off could be the best way to get through that seemingly

endless round of demands. You'll return refreshed and ready to tackle things from a new perspective.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Restoring a sagging professional relationship takes a lot of effort. By all

means, state your position. But also make sure you pay close attention to the other person's point of view.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A hot prospect intrigues the Big Cat, who is always on the prowl for a

promising investment. But be careful that this "promise" has a chance of being kept. Check it out more

carefully.

VIRGO (August  23 to September 22) A friend could use some of your compassion and

concern. If he or she doesn't ask for help, be sure you step up and make the first move. Also,

check out a new career possibility.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You might have difficulty getting your opinions heard

because of all the noise being made by the other side. But hang in there. Others should line up with you

once they learn the facts.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Offering to help a colleague is commendable. But

before you commit your time and effort, check to see if that person's situation is all that he or she has

led you to believe it is.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You should soon be seeing positive results from

your recent efforts on behalf of a family member. On another matter, check that you have all the facts

regarding a job assignment.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Your aspects favor closer family relationships this

week. Take time for visits, whether in person, by phone, by mail or in cyberspace. Let them know how

important they are to you.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A missed opportunity isn't always a negative. Maybe

your instincts are telling you not to rush into something you "thought" was worthwhile. Make time for

family this weekend.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Your sense of humor helps you get through a tricky situation.

But some stick-in-the-muds might not be so willing to make the changes that you and others agree are

necessary.

(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.

Since 1984

559-645-1102
36754 Ave. 12 #101 • Madera, CA 93636

Eileen Tiso - Owner
Resale • Foreclosures • Rentals

Property Management Available 

You have a gift for making everyone you know -- or even
just met -- feel important and welcome in your life.

Born this Week

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

LIC. #313070

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
EXTERIOR
INTERIOR

“We cover 
your

problems!”

674-2320

Gerald Scheffing
Painting

Licensed – Insured - Bonded

Carpet – Tile – Aggregate – Upholstery
Foreclosure Cleaning
Residential – Commercial Cleaning
Emergency Water Removal
Tile & Stone Surfaces
Pet Stain & Odor Removal
Grout Cleaning & Sealing

559-294-7900

CALL FORFREEESTIMATE

(559) 645-0634  

Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
HEATHER COFFEY
for MORE sales tomorrow, call

OR

S.B. Walker
flooring & home repair
S.B. Walker
flooring & home repair

cont. lic. #687479
240-0927240-0927

FLOORING &
HOME REPAIR
FLOORING &
HOME REPAIR
laminate • hardwood • baseboards

crown molding • more!
light painting & plumbing

experienced & reliable

Lic. #393449

Call us for all

CARTER DRYWALL

your drywall needs

645-1914

Service, Inc.
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Click on “Local News” at 

1. HUMAN ANATOMY: What is the

common name for tarsi?

2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the

average lifespan of a housefly?

3. MOVIES: What was the name of

the volleyball that became Tom

Hanks' companion in "Cast Away"?

4. MEASURES: How much beer

would a firkin hold?

5. MYTHOLOGY: What area of life

did the Roman goddess Discordia

rule?

6. BIBLE: Which of the Ten Com-

mandments forbids thievery?

7. U.S. CITIES: What is the capital of

Vermont?

8. GEOGRAPHY: What is the basic

currency of North Korea?

9. ASTROLOGY: What is Libra's

symbol?

10. LITERATURE: What famous au-

thor went by the pseudonym of

"Boz"?

1. Ankles

2. About two to three weeks

3. Wilson

4. Nine gallons

5. Strife or disorder

6. Eighth Commandment: "You shall not

steal"

7. Montpelier

8. The won

9. The scales

10. Charles Dickens

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Super Crossword

www.The Ranchos.com

by Dave T. Phipps



Click on “Local News” at 

7/09

A Picture is Worth
A Thousand Words ...

garter  snake,  an endangered

species.  A recovery plan wil l  re-

move the bureaucratic red tape that

prevents  water  t ransfers  from

Northern California from moving

forward.

The second amendment seeks to

increase funding for the California

Bay-Delta Restorat ion Program. I t

provides a $10 mil l ion down pay-

ment on important  water  projects

such as the Intert ie and Two Gates

Project  as  California struggles to

store,  move,  and transfer  water  to

the people and farms most impacted

by the shortage.

Although helpful,  Congressman

George Radanovich (R-Mariposa)

quest ioned whether Cardoza and

Costa’s  efforts  were too l i t t le ,  too

late.

Radanovich spoke on the House

floor during debate on the Fiscal

Year 2010 Energy and Water Appro-

priat ions bi l l  and applauded the

amendments offered to help allevi-

ate the San Joaquin Valley’s regula-

tory drought but  acknowledged

there is  s t i l l  much work left  to be

done. 

“I appreciate the amendments by

Mr. Costa and Mr. Cardoza because

any action to help alleviate this man

made drought is needed. Facilitating

transfers of water from areas of Cal-

ifornia that have water to spare to

the Westside of the San Joaquin Val-

ley is a good start but this is just a

drop in the bucket. We must have in-

creased pumping out of the Delta.

“Temporary solutions such as

the Two Gates and the Canal Inter-

tie projects in addition to the void-

ing the biological opinions are

necessary to keep our farmers in the

San Joaquin Valley farming. These

projects must be constructed and on-

line by this fall in order to provide

any relief to this terrible drought. 

“Unfortunately,  yesterday

House Democrats  on the Rules

Committee denied consideration of

three addit ional  amendments of-

fered by Devin Nunes (R-Tulare)

that would have gone a long way to

helping fix our regulatory drought.

“Solving one of the worst crises

the San Joaquin Valley has ever

seen should not be a partisan issue

and I  urge my fr iends on the other

side of  the aisle  to al low al l  solu-

tions to our current problems to be

debated and voted on by the ful l

House.”

WATER cont. from P. 2

Page 22    
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Have friends or family 
who love the Ranchos
Independent but live
outside the area? Are
you moving but you

still want to keep in
touch with what’s happen-
ing in the Madera Ranchos? 

to the Ranchos Independent!

645-0634 • fax 645-4002 • ranchosnews@theranchos.com

37167 Ave. 12, #5C
Madera, CA 93636

SUBSCRIBE!

Ranchos IndependentThe

local news • local events • local happenings 
editorial • games • real estate • columns S
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SPREAD THE NEWS!

emergency lights and other equipment

necessary to do their firefighting job

efficiently and safely have been pur-

chased over the years as a result of

the annual BBQ dinners. This year’s

goal is to complete a new Community

Training and Meeting Room at Station

19. The structure has been completed

however funds need to be raised to in-

stall a TV, computers and other tech-

nology and to furnish the room. Once

completed, the room will also be

available for use by community

groups and individuals.

Volunteer Event Coordinator Deb-

bie Farr says they will also be demon-

strating how to go flameless with

decorating this year showing how

beautiful flameless candles can be

when used in centerpieces. “This

thought came as the result of a recent

candle file in the

Ranchos area,”

she said.

Station 19 has

responded to 625

calls for assis-

tance over the past

year. This in-

cludes calls for

medical assis-

tance, accidents

and fires within

the boundaries of

Highway 145 to

Road 39 ½ to the

San Joaquin River and to the Railroad

tracks. Despite tremendous growth in

the Madera Ranchos, staffing levels

for Station 19 has not increased in

over 20 years. The

station is staffed

with one full-time

paid Fire Captain

and is supple-

mented with ap-

proximately 25

trained volunteers.

It’s an understate-

ment to say that

volunteers are es-

sential to the oper-

ation of the

station. Most of

these men and

women work full time jobs and have

families, yet they wear pagers so

they’ll be able to respond to calls in

often life or death situations. These

volunteers are paid a flat rate of $10

per hour or per call, just enough to

cover gas and mileage if they’re

lucky.

For ticket information call 559-

801-7703 or for tables of eight call

the Chamber of Commerce at 559-

645-4001 Monday through Thursday

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tickets must

be purchased by Aug. No tickets will

be sold at the event. If you are inter-

ested in volunteering at this event or

if you have any items or services to

donate to the auction, please contact

Debbie at 559-801-7703.

FIRE cont. from P. 2

The training room at Station 19 has been
completed but needs to be furnished with com-
puters, equipment and furnishings from proceeds
of the 24th Annual Firefighters’ BBQ.

Picture by John Glueck
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The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer

SAVE ENERGY!
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!  REDUCE STREET NOISE!

Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency while reducing out-

side noise like award-winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.

Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard offers an industry leading

lifetime guarantee.  If your home is ready for a makeover, call

Madera Glass & Mirror, your certified Milgard dealer today.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

559-673-3583
Madera Glass & Mirror Co. • 1825 Howard Rd., Madera

FINANCING

AVAILABLE

O.A.C.

7
/0

9

559-645-0634

7/09

Senior Report

By Eleanore Burchell

A 4th of July Celebration was held at the

Rancho/Hills Seniors, Inc., located at 37330 Berk-

shire Drive on Thursday evening, July 2 at 6 p.m.

It was one of our famed potlucks, from “soup to

nuts” and more food than really necessary. A

drawing for our raffle was made with Jeannie

Rollins winning the TV donated by Igal Treibatch.

Tom Pearson won the Madera Market Shopping

Spree donated by David and Lynn Hill and Ethel

Pronin. June Manter won the one-night stay for

two at Yosemite Gateway Inn. There were more

than 60 members in attendance. Games were then

played until the close of the evening at 10 p.m.

Are you being annoyed by LOUD TV ads?

Normally, political events are not mentioned in this

article, however, Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-Palo Alto)

states, “I’ve had it with these loud advertisements.

If I’m not close to my remote control to push the

mute button, it practically blasts me out of the

house.” Her two-page Commercial Advertisement

Loudness Mitigation (CALM) Act would direct

the Federal Communications Commission to

write new rules within a year setting limits on the

volume of ads. This may end up on our ballots

someday so watch for it. After receiving com-

plaints, British regulators approved similar rules

last month that require broadcasters to limit the

“maximum subjective loudness” of TV ads.

Our next sale will be held on Saturday, Aug.

l from 8 a.m. to l p.m. Please also remember that the

plant, produce and boutique sections are available

Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and

Thursday evenings between 6 and 9 p.m. We have

fresh vegetables ripening and brought in daily so

please drop by to check availability. Currently, there

are huge onions, zucchini, red and white potatoes,

and more. Fresh corn on the cob sells quickly.

Our center is affiliated with the Fresno/Madera

Area Agency on Aging (FMAAA). You are invited

to come in and check with Joann about the pro-

grams which would help you.

Did you know two nurses from the Madera

County Health Department Periodically come to

the center to give FREE checkups? The screen-

ings include personal health history reviews, blood

pressure checks and blood sugar checks. Low-cost

blood tests are available, nutrition and health edu-

cation is available and referrals to medical

providers and community services, if needed, can

be made. Their health screenings of adults, age 50

and OVER, at the center result ONLY when they

receive your calls. If you are interested in taking

advantage of their services, call Carla or Melody

at 675-7893 to make an appointment.

Our members and friends go out to breakfast,

lunch or dinner at a different place each month to

celebrate birthdays and anniversaries. Our July cel-

ebration was held on Saturday, July 18 at 11 a.m. at

Black Bear Restaurant in Madera. This is located

near Madera Hospital and next to the Marriott

Spring Hills Suites hotel. On Aug. 22 at 11:30 a.m.,

we will go to the West Shaw Sizzler in Fresno. If

you want to come to eat and have some fun, you are

welcome to join us. If you are new to the area,

lonely or have just lost a spouse, we welcome you

to come in to see us. We are here for you. Many of

our members have surely experienced your same

situation so please call us, 645-4864.

Senior Thought of the Day
No one needs a smile more

than a person who fails to give one.
In the senior years, many need someone to

laugh with, so come join our Thursday evening

potlucks with games played afterward. There is a

lot of fun here and remember laughter is good for

your body and soul and being happy does not

mean everything is perfect, it means you have de-

cided to see beyond the imperfections!

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch program

Monday through Friday at 11:30 a.m. Suggested

price for 60 years and older is $1.75. Reservations

are needed a day in advance so remember to call

Joann at 645-4864. We have a growing exercise

program being held on Mondays, Wednesdays

and Fridays from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. The partic-

ipants are getting more than just exercise by at-

tending. They have fun and share laughs. There is

still room for you and you can attend all three days

or just one or two of them.

The Line Dancing class has been suspended for

the summer. Card BINGO meets on Fridays, noon to

1 p.m. We have a large group but there is always room

for one more: you! Fill your car with your friends or

neighbors as they will enjoy finding new friends here,

too. Come in and check these classes out.

Up and Coming Events
Saturday, Aug. 22, 11:30 a.m., Sizzler, 3121

West Shaw, Fresno

Sept. 19, 11:30 a.m., Japanese Kitchen, Shaw

at Willow, Clovis

Oct. 17, 11:30 a.m., Farnesi’s, Madera

Nov. 14 11 a.m., Olive Garden, 389 East

Shaw Ave., Fresno

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch Program, 11:30

a.m. (Reservations needed, call Joann 645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 — 11:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?

Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 — 11:30 a.m.

Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then Hand &

Foot, Pinochle or other games (please bring your

own plate and silverware)

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 — 11:30 a.m.

Friday, Card BINGO, noon — 1 p.m.

Please feel free to come in and visit our Sen-

ior Center and get acquainted with our members.

We welcome you to come and be one of us as our

organization offers and promotes social, educa-

tional and civic activities in order to provide a bet-

ter quality of life for all senior citizens. You have

received an invitation. Hope to see you soon?

“Soup to Nuts” at July 4th Party

CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •

CRUSHED  ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •

FILL  DIRT •

TOP  SOIL •

HUMUS •

BARK •

CHIPS •

RIVER  ROCK •

BASE  ROCK •

ROCK  DUST •

COBBLE STONES •

DRIVEWAY  BASE •

CONSTRUCTION CLEANUP •559-645-5363

LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY
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    Real Estate
Nancy Watson

645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson.   She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment.  Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 7/09

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 

serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-

ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me

today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

7/09

NEED MORE
SPACE?

barns big and small,
covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

CCL #526211

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #5262117/09

Family Fun in the Sun

By Chinayera Black-Hardaman

Summer is a great opportunity for families

to spend quality time together. Whether it’s play-

ing in the park, hiking or building sandcastles on

the beach, summer days can create memories

that last a lifetime. But the hot season can also

put young children at greater risk of injury. 

To help parents protect their children from

potential dangers, First 5 Madera County re-

minds parents and caregivers to always super-

vise young children and offers the following

summer safety tips.

Be Sun Smart
A young child’s skin is sensitive to the

bright summer sun so be sure to avoid sunburns.

• Apply sunscreen with at least 30 SPF (sun

protection factor) on your child’s skin 15 min-

utes before going outside and apply again every

two hours - especially right after your child has

been in water or is sweating. 

• Encourage children to play in the shade

as much as possible, especially during peak sun

hours between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

• Make sure your child wears lightweight

clothing, a wide-brimmed hat and sunglasses

that offer 100 percent UV (ultraviolet) protec-

tion.

• Keep babies younger than 6 months of

age out of direct sunlight.

Watch Out for Water Dangers 
According to the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention, drowning is the second leading

cause of death for children. As a parent, be water

wise.  

• Swim with your child in calm water without

waves, and always know where the nearest life-

guard is before getting in the water. 

• Don’t completely rely on flotation devices

like life vests or floating baby seats to keep children

safe; they can shift position, lose air or slip out from

under a child. 

• Never leave children unattended near water

as kids can drown in just a few seconds, even if they

know how to swim. Remember to supervise your

child near bathtubs, toilets and buckets of water, too. 

Survey the Playground 
Kids love playing on swings and slides, but

parents should first look for potential safety haz-

ards. 

• Playground equipment often warms up in

the sun and can burn a child’s skin. Before your

child plays, touch the metal bars and surfaces to

make sure they aren’t too hot. 

• Check playground equipment for rusted

parts and loose splinters. These hazards could

pinch your child’s skin. 

• Be careful on slides. Make sure your child

holds the slide’s rails when climbing the ladder

or sitting at the top. Also look for split or cracked

plastic that could break if your child sits on it. 

Banish the Bugs
Insects can be really annoying, their bite

can be painful and even dangerous sometimes.

Parents can help protect their child by using in-

sect repellants. 

• Only use products that are approved for

children; follow the instructions carefully and

wash off the repellant once your child is back in-

side.

• Avoid using scented soaps or lotions on

your child because perfumes can attract insects.

• Dress your child in light-colored clothing

- it doesn’t tend to attract bugs.

First 5 Madera County encourages all par-

ents and caregivers to learn about local resources

that can help their young children. For more in-

formation, please call (559)661-5155.      

Chinayera Black-Hardaman is Ex-
ecutive Director of First 5 Madera
County. 

Research shows that a child’s brain
develops most dramatically in the first
five years and what parents and care-
givers do during these years to support
their child’s growth will have a meaning-
ful impact throughout life.  Based on this
research, California voters passed Propo-
sition 10 in 1998, adding a 50 cents-per-
pack tax on cigarettes to support
programs for expectant parents and chil-
dren ages 0 to 5.  First 5 Madera County
distributes Prop. 10 revenues to programs
and services that meet local needs.

Keeping Kids Safe This Summer 

559-438-1100
11116 HWY 41 • Madera (Rolling Hills)

HOME OWNERS • CONTRACTORS • PARTIES • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

7/09
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Classified
A l t e r a t i o n  S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s  A l t e r a t i o n s  -  3 5

y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  -  Ta i l o r i n g ,

r e p a i r s  a n d  l e a t h e r s .  F a s t

s e r v i c e .  N E W  A D D R E S S  &

P H O N E  N U M B E R :  3 6 7 3 3  Av e .

1 2  -  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

B u s i n e s s  O p p o r t u n i t y

C u r v e s i n  t h e  M a d e r a  R a n -

c h o s  i s  f o r  s a l e .   P l e a s e  c a l l

J e n n i f e r  a t  6 4 5 - 6 1 9 3  o r  2 3 2 -

1 8 0 1  f o r  m o r e  i n f o .  

C o n s t r u c t i o n

New construction, remodels, room

additions,  barns and patios.  Call

559-970-4476 or 559-645-4033.

For Rent

For Rent -  5BR/2BA on 2 1/2

Acres,  3,000 sq.  f t .  newer home

$2,000 per mo. Call 999-9005.

F o r  R e n t  -  F R E S N O  H O M E  -

n e a r  S t .  A g n e s  a n d  C S U F.

3 B R / 2 B A 1 , 5 0 0  s q .  f t .  C O M -

P L E T E LY  R E N O VAT E D . N e w

appl iances ,  t i l ework ,  RV park ing .

C o r n e r  l o t  w / y a r d  s e r v i c e .  N e w

c a r p e t s ,  p a i n t .  $ 1 , 3 0 0  r e n t  p l u s

secu r i t y  depos i t .  Cal l  213 -2275 .

F o r  R e n t  -  4 B R / 2 B A 2 , 2 0 0  s q .

f t .  h o m e  o n  Av e .  1 2 .  $ 1 , 4 0 0 p e r

mon th .  Cal l  999 -9005 .

F o r  R e n t  -  H o r s e  P ro p e r t y  -

3 B R / 2  B A o n  1 0  a c r e s .  #  s t a l l

h o r s e  b a r n .  $ 1 , 9 0 0  p e r  m o n t h .

Cal l  999 -9005 .

For Sale

For Sale  -  USED BRICKS -   Ex-

cel lent  condit ion,  $0.90/per  brick.

Call  John at 559-974-2117.

For Sale  -  MOVIES FOR SALE!

DVD'S $5,  VHS tapes  for  $2.  Ac-

t ion,  Romance or  Comedy.  Over

2,500 movies  in  s tock!  Call  or

visit  Take Two Video.  645-1202.

For Sale - Queen PILLOWTOP Mat-

tress/Box, Never Used In Plastic.  Cost

$600 Sacrifice $195.  Call 275-8813.

For Sale - Bedroom Set - Solid Cherry-

wood! Sleigh Bed, Nightstand,

Dresser/Mirror.  All Dovetailed!  Cost

$7K Sacrifice $1,675  New in Boxes!

Call 275-8813.

For Sale - Pool Table - Never Used, 1"

Slate, Leather Pockets With Extras.  Cost

$4k  Sacrifice $1,175  Can Deliver. Call

230-0486.

For Sale - DINING ROOM SET - Beau-

tiful Solid Cherrywood, Double Pedestal

Table W/2 Leaves, 6 Chairs, China Cabi-

net with Touch Lighting.  Never used.

Cost $8k Sacrifice $1,775  Matching Buf-

fet $450. Call 277-2511.

For Sale - King PILLOWTOP Mat-

tress/Box, Brand New in Package.  Cost

$700 Sacrifice $295.  Call 438-0248.

F o u n d

C D  B r i e f c a s e  -  R o l l i n g  H i l l s

A r e a .   C a l l  t o  i d e n t i f y  -  5 5 9 -

8 2 4 - 0 9 7 9 .

G r o u p  F o r m i n g

A l o c a l  C h r i s t i a n  B u s i n e s s
G r o u p  i s  b e i n g  f o r m e d  i n  t h e
R a n c h o s . T h e  g r o u p ,  m a d e  u p
o f  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e ,  w i l l
m e e t  f o r  l u n c h  a n d  d i s c u s s
b i b l i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  t h e y  r e -
l a t e  t o  m o d e r n  l i f e ,  s p e c i f i -

c a l l y  i n  t h e  R a n c h o s .  L u n c h
w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  t h e  R a n c h o s
C a f e  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  F r i d a y  o f
e a c h  m o n t h .  T h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g
w i l l  b e  F r i d a y ,  A u g .  1 4  a t
1 1 : 3 0  a . m .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o  c a l l
B o b  a t  3 2 4 - 11 4 4  o r  R a n d y  a t
6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4 .

G u t t e r  S e r v i c e s

T h e  G u t t e r  D o c t o r  s p e c i a l i z -
i n g  i n  b o t h  c o n t i n u o u s  a n d
s t a n d a r d  r a i n  g u t t e r s .   G e n e r a l
C o n t r a c t o r  -  R e p a i r  M a i n t e -
n a n c e .   2 9  y e a r s  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e
a r e a . C a l l  5 5 9 - 8 2 2 - 2 7 5 9 .

Handyman  Serv i ce s

O.  HANDYMAN -  Need fans  in-

stalled, sprinklers,  l ight  electrical,

p lumbing,  or  any handyman

chores?   Call  Ohan for free  est i -

mates.  559-645-4583.

Home/Yard/Ranch        Services

NEED AFFORDABLE, BUT RELI-

ABLE HOME, YARD OR RANCH

HELP? Landscaping, hauling, tree and

brush trimming/removal, home im-

provement, general labor, etc.  Call

Luke today! 559-367-5881.

P a i n t i n g  S e r v i c e s

Painting Services - 40 years of expe-

rience. Licensed and insured. Frank

Kramer Exteriors. Call 645-4113.

Tr a c t o r  S e r v i c e s

Tractor work, discing, rototilling,

weed cutting. Bobcat work, drilling

post holes, trees, trenching and clean

ups. Call Neal at 645-1200 or 285-

8211.

Tr a c t o r  w o r k , h o u s e  p a d s ,  l o t

l e v e l i n g ,  d r i v e w a y s ,  t r e n c h -

i n g ,  c o n c r e t e  w o r k  a n d  u n d e r -

g r o u n d  u t i l i t i e s  i n s t a l l e d . C a l l

5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6  o r  5 5 9 - 6 4 5 -

4 0 3 3 .

Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning special .  Most

windows $5 inside/out .  Screen,

track and sills included. Hard water

s ta in  and cobweb removal  a v a i l -

a b l e . F u l l y  i n sured. Cal l  N ick  a t

285-1723 .  Free   e s t i m a t e s .

T O  A D V E R T I S E
C A L L  6 4 5 - 0 6 3 4
SUDOKU
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www.The Ranchos.com

Keep it Simple ...Keep it Simple ...
... with simply the best hand-made aprons

available in the Universe ...
... with simply the best hand-made aprons

available in the Universe ...

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

U.S.A. made, fully
reversible and classic

- yet functional - styling
with your choice of 

material on each side.
Two aprons for the

price of one!

To order today
call 208-968-0416

or
build your own at

only

29$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)

7
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Classic
Reversiblethe

©

Classic
Reversiblethe

©

Men or Women’s Adjustable ©Men or Women’s Adjustable ©

The Classic Reversible ©The Classic Reversible ©
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PUBLIC NOTICE

559-363-9095
ranchos.community@gmail.com

Thank You Ranchos!

But your participation in
mailing PG&E helps.

PG&E is still getting closer to selecting a path for their

high-power transmission lines
and the Madera Ranchos is still a PRIME LOCATION

for placement of the lines.

If you didn’t get a chance to SIGN A LETTER to tell the Power

Company just how you feel, there are still copies of
the letter available at the Golden Valley Chamber of

Commerce at 37167 Ave. 12 #5C, Madera Ranchos.

(this is a paid advertisement)
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