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PG&E
More Questions
Than Answers!

By Christi McKinney

Greg Parker, Principal Planner with
PG&E, addressed a group of approximately
60 people including a number of PG&E
representatives and concerned Ranchos cit-
izens at the Ranchos Pizza Factory on the
afternoon of Feb. 20. The meeting
addressed potential expansion of PG&E’s
electrical transmission infrastructure to
meet customers’ growing demand but was
also a response to residents who said they
knew nothing of PG&E’s plans.

After a member of PG&E’s legal staff
commented that they had “… reached out to
this group and the community by having
this meeting,” landowner Igal Treibatch
took exception to the comment. “PG&E did
not reach out to me!” Treibatch said. “The
effort of this group is the direct result of one
letter I received. I’m not inclined to wait
until the recommendation has been made
and it’s too late to have input on the issue so
I put pressure on PG&E to have this meet-
ing.” Treibatch went on to say that those
present were fully aware of how harshly
some Madera Ranchos residents have been
treated in past dealings with the PG&E deci-
sion making process. “Hard working people
have been taken advantage of by PG&E,” he
said.

Representatives from PG&E insisted
they worked from property ownership
records, however Greg Parker offered to
meet personally with any landowner who
would like a private analysis of how their
property could be affected by this proposal.
He can be reached at (800) 422-0841.
PG&E states they began notifying property
owners of this project by mail in October
2007. They estimate they’ve sent out 2,500
notifications to property owners and to oth-
ers within a quarter mile to a half mile of the
project corridor. This struck a nerve with
many attendees who insisted they’d only
heard about this project and meeting only by
word of mouth within our community.
Attendees requested a copy of property own-
ers and others within the corridor so that
those who’d been missed could be advised of
future meetings. PG&E declined to release
such a list, citing confidentiality concerns.

Attendees also questioned the accuracy

of planning maps PG&E displayed at the
meeting. It was pointed out that there are
several filed development plans in the
Ranchos that are not outlined on their plan-
ning maps. This includes the proposed total
bypass of Avenue 12. PG&E insists they’d
worked directly with the planning commis-
sion but that any omissions need to be
brought to their attention. This brought the
discussion full circle since there are no
maps of PG&E’s proposed route available
to the public.

The Western route proposed by PG&E
would directly affect residents and property
values in the Madera Ranchos. This route is
estimated to be 170 miles long and passes
near Harris Ranch, crossing Avenue 7 and
the San Joaquin River then hooks up to the
existing Helms Gregg substation. This proj-
ect includes two 500 kilovolt transmission
towers that would stand between 10-16 sto-
ries high and is expected to cost between
$800 Million to $1 Billion. Costs will vary
depending on the route chosen and costs
associated with the potential corridors.

Questions to PG&E regarding any
known health hazards with these very pow-
erful power 500v lines went unanswered.

“This is real early in the process and
residents shouldn’t be too concerned about
their opportunity to voice their concerns,”
said Jeff Smith, spokesman for PG&E.
Although PG&E will be making their rec-
ommendation to the CPUC in April 2008,
the PUC will have public hearings before
finalizing their decision. They may accept
the recommendation or they may offer an
alternative one.

Although informative, the meeting left
the group with more questions than
answers.

“Take us with a grain of salt, but take
us seriously as this group will get larger and
stronger,” Treibatch said. He warned that if
this project is placed in the Ranchos “… a
community vastly different that what we
have today will be created”.

PG&E suggests any questions or con-
cerns be submitted to them in writing so
they can be logged into their system and
responded to. The contact information for
PG&E is (800) 422-0841 or PO Box 27918
Fresno, CA 93729-7918.

By Randy Bailey

Almost 70 Members of the Ranchos
community met with representatives of
Madera County’s various governmental
arms on Wednesday, Feb. 13 at the
Ranchos Pizza Factory to discuss possible
solutions for the onslaught of traffic that
planners say is heading straight for the
Ranchos.

“You’re going to see a whole lot of
traffic on Avenue 12,” said Ray Beach,
manager of Madera County’s Resource
Management Agency. “Growth is going to
occur but it doesn’t have to destroy the
Ranchos.”

Although Ollia Ridge, president of the
Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce that
sponsored the Town Hall meeting, called
for civility at the beginning of the meeting,
several community members raised their
voices, interrupted and spoke over other
people at the
meeting who
were trying to
get their
q u e s t i o n s
answered. A
content ious
air hung over
the course of
the meeting.

“ W e
have created
the problem
on Avenue
12,” said District 1 Supervisor Frank
Bigelow. “By closing down Nees-Palm [on
the Fresno side of the San Joaquin River],
Fresno had plans to bring the road across
the river but we shut it down.”

The mood changed quickly as com-
munity members became adamant about
keeping Avenue 12 a two-lane road
through the heart of the Ranchos.

“Why can’t we start Avenue 9?” asked
Velvet Car Wash owner Chet Selmon. His
question was the overwhelming consensus

of the night. Speaker after speaker stressed
that if Avenue 9 were developed into a
major east-west corridor of at least six
lanes, the traffic on Avenue 12 would dis-
appear. Most drivers from Fresno looking
for a fast access to Highway 99 are using
Avenue 9 now, although it’s not designed
to handle such heavy traffic.

“Avenue 9 is not happening,” said
Bigelow, much to the disappointment of
the crowd. Bigelow explained that the only
money available for the development of
Avenue 9 would have to come from match-
ing funds from development. “Have you
seen any development on Avenue 9?” he
asked. 

At present, from a myriad of sources,
there is money for the development of
Avenue 12 at Highway 41 from Castle &
Cooke and for development of Avenue 12
at Highway 99 from state funds. Bigelow
also said there were funds to begin work in

the Ranchos
on a bypass.

W h a t
has many
communi ty
m e m b e r s
concerned is
that accord-
ing to the
General Plan
that was cre-
ated in 1995
for the
Ranchos, the

county has the right to make Avenue 12 a
four lane tomorrow and a six lane after
acquiring additional property to which the
county lays claim.

“It’s going to be about 18 months
before we move on any of this,” Ray
Beach said. Beach further stressed that he
wants to hear from the residents of the
Ranchos before the county takes final
action.

Additional Town Hall meetings are
planned for the future. 

“Road Wars” Sides Being Drawn:
Ranchos Wants Ave. 9; Co. says No 

Seventeen-year-old Madera
Ranchos pianist Michael Delfin added
three state level titles to his resume
within the span of a single week.

At San Jose State on Feb. 7, Delfin
become a first place winner in the 22nd
Annual Celia Mendez Young Pianist's
Beethoven Competition. On Feb. 23,
he won audition privileges for the

Finals of the Young Artists Guild of the
Music Teachers Association of
California. And on Feb. 24 the Fresno-
based trio of Delfin, violinist Kevin
Chen and cellist Jean Kim were select-
ed as one of only three trios in the state
to participate in the premiere perform-
ance of composer Paul Chihara's new
work “Fantasy.”

Ranchos Pianist Wins Triple Awards
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Editorial

By Randy Bailey

Ever have one of those moments of clari-
ty? When certain things fall into place and all of
a sudden you’re Johnny Nash singing, “I can
see clearly now ...”?

I had one of those moments the other night
at the Town Hall meeting where members of
Madera County’s various road departments
were on hand to answer questions posed by
members of the Ranchos community about the
future of Avenue 12. If you’ve been reading the
Ranchos Independent, the issues were pretty
well laid out prior to the beginning of the meet-
ing. Build a loop around Avenue 12? Turn
Avenue 12 into a 4-6 lane mini-expressway?
Develop Avenue 9 into an expressway? Kill all
the businesses on 12 if there’s a loop built?
Enhance the businesses on 12 now that people
could actually get across the street if a loop were
built? And on and on and on.

My greatest concern - and what often hap-
pens at public meetings - was hearing the same
questions asked over and over and over, as if by
asking it for the tenth time it would magically
get a different answer this time. But that is to be
expected. It’s what happens at public meetings.

What’s not expected is the “jerk” factor at
meetings like this. Oh, you know what I’m talk-
ing about. The guy in the corner with the hat
who never raises a hand and never waits to be
recognized and then just starts talking. He’s the
same guy that will talk over you while you’re
trying to make a point that you patiently waited
to share, because his point is more important
than yours. Everyone else quietly sits on their

hands until he’s done (probably the result of
some form of upbringing) and then the meeting
goes on.

There’s the person that never has anything
substantive to say but every time there’s a lull
they throw in their own little zinger for effect.
The zinger de jour is anything with “Castle &
Cooke” in the sentence.

“I bet Castle & Cooke would like that!”
“Castle & Cooke probably did that!” 
“It’s probably because of Castle &

Cooke!” 
These are always followed with a smug lit-

tle look and a few knowing nods from those
who don’t have enough courage to say “Castle
& Cooke” themselves - and they’re not sure
what it means - but they were sure thinking it
too!

There’s the guy with the beard who does-
n’t ask any questions on his own but as soon as
you’re about to get an answer to your question
he chimes in with something that changes the
direction of the question and your question
never gets answered because the speaker is now
directing his attention to Rudebeard the Pirate.

You’d think at a gathering of adults - I saw
no children at the gathering of approximately 70
people at Pizza Factory’s new facility - there
would be no need to put your fingers to your lips
and go “shhhh,” but we did. Chamber president
Ollia Ridge started off the meeting by asking
people to please take turns, speak when called
upon, respect the others who were speaking and,
above all else, keep it civil. I guess compared to
a WWE Smack Down it wascivil, but all I could
think was, “I beg your pardon ... jerk!”

I Beg Your Pardon ... Jerk!

Democrats can blame Bush and
Republicans can blame Clinton for the downfall
of Western Civilization, but the reality is it all
starts with each and every one of us. The self
control to wait until called upon. The ability to
disagree without equating the disagreement as
tantamount to calling your mother a streetwalk-
er. The composure to listen to both sides and not
throw out snide remarks (even when the other
person is obviously common-sense-chal-
lenged).

It’s not a big deal. We used to do it all the
time. Before the days of reality TV and
YouTube we actually “agreed to disagree” and
we seemed to get along just fine. Now it’s all a
competition to be heard loudest, longest and
most often. 

OK, I get it. It’s a competition. But what I
don’t get is that the only thing they’ve been suc-
cessful at doing is convincing the rest of us that
they’re jerks. Here’s some advice: It’s better to
have people think you’re a jerk than open your
mouth and remove all doubt.

See you at the next Town Hall.

A  p e o p l e
f r e e  t o
c h o o s e

w i l l
a l way s
c h o o s e
p e a c e .  

The

Ray  Gun
S h o o t i n g  S t r a i g h t

t o  t h e  H e a r t

RONALD REAGAN
saying more in one quote

than others say in a lifetime



Board of Supervisors. Interesting Board meet-
ing.

The consent calendar once again was used as the
Trojan Horse to smuggle the goodies by the citizens. 

Item “D” was a letter from the Board giving their
support to the choice of the sixth street location for the new Courthouse. I got
myself in trouble for misquoting Chairman Dominici so I will just paraphrase
instead of quoting. This is what I got from the meeting:

The Board claimed the “Committee” only gave them three locations to
pick from. 

I wonder how that happened. The Committee was made up of Dominici
(from the City), a city councilman, (the same one that made the pitch that got
our $3.2 million last year), someone from the city’s redevelopment agency,
two judges, three people from the Court administration office that were here
from out of town to get suggestions and the County CAO. 

Let’s see how this figures out: Two unbiased Judges; Two out of town
Court admin people; One representative from the County and three from
Madera city. Gee I wonder why all three sites were in Madera city? Out voted
again!

Then several Supervisors: “If we (the Board) don’t send this letter in sup-
port of the sixth street location the courts will think we don’t want it and give
the money to somebody else.” 

That one reminds me of a scam a used car salesman used on me. BUT
what the heck it is a lot like is the story that two of the supervisors sucked up
about how the cities were going to take their trash to Fresno if we didn’t
lower the prices for them. Max Rodriguez at least had the integrity to say he
thought the location next to the jail seemed like the logical choice but he
would vote for the sixth street location because it would help the city’s down-
town.

It looks like the city will get the Courthouse downtown (the elevator) and
the County will get the bill for security and transporting prisoners back and
forth from the county jail forever (the shaft). I am starting to see a pattern
here.

Losing the battle to put the courthouse in the most logical spot bothers
me. What is however most troubling is the appearance that there was this
obvious behind the scenes planning and maneuvering to come up with the pre-
arranged position. It is truly amazing how skillful some in our government
have become at letting us see, and hear only what they believe is good for us
to see or hear. Permitting us to think we are participating in decisions, after
and only after the issue has been maneuvered to a position where there is only
one choice. 

It looks like it was out of our hands all along from the selection of the
committee, through the selection of the three site choices, through it passing
at the meetings, up to and including the Board’s decision to send the support
letter. When Supervisor Dominici was put on the Committee back in
September I asked him for contact information and if the meetings were pub-
lic and I was told that it was not subject to the Brown Act and not public.

This is what I think happened: 
The committee was first stacked with members from the City of Madera.

Three sites were put forward. Two were in areas with obvious plans to be
developed as lucrative commercial enterprises and the third was an area that
the city wants to invigorate (drive out the folks that are there).The meetings
were held. Property owners from the three sites and selected individuals were
invited.

Here is where the big surprise comes in. 
The folks that were from the two rejected sites put up an organized and

logical objection to the selection of their property.
What a marvelous show it must have been for the two judges and the three

representatives from the Courts administration Office. 
Let’s pick door number three! The Sixth Street site.
Like the landfill fee issues, this only became open to the public after all

The D.O.G. House
Demand Open Government by Dale Drozen

Please see D.O.G. on P. 19
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Looking for something to do in the Ranchos that’s a real hoot? The Liberty High School Girls
Basketball Team is sponsoring the school’s first-ever Donkey Basketball Game. If you haven’t seen one
of these you’ll laugh your butt off.  It’s going to be the Faculty & Students vs. the Varsity Girls Basketball
team and it’s going to be held on Wednesday, March 26 at 6:30 p.m. in the LHS gym. You can get there
early and get some great food before you watch the Buckshot Burros do their on-court magic. There’s also
going to be raffles and prizes at halftime.

Donkey Basketball tickets are $5 in advance and $6 at the door and you can get your tickets early at
Madera Ranchos Market, Hurst Hardware, Central Valley Wireless
and Mearl's Grocery on Road 26. Hee haw!

As is the custom every year at this time, the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce has elected new officers to its board. For the
next 12 months the president will be Cheryl Hurst with Randy
Bailey serving as her vice president. Bev Delk is the elected sec-
retary and Virginia Vick is handling the money at the treasurer’s
position. The Chamber also has three new three-year board
members with Tom Kellner, Don Foster and Hall Parks. Two-
year board members are Debbie Farr, Nicole Lerno and Kent
Ridge. The three remaining board members are Jim Cobb, Mary
Ann Parks and Cathy Burford, all one-year members. Congratulations to the
new cabinet!

Speaking of the Chamber, they’re putting on a Town Hall meeting on Wednesday, March 12 at 7
p.m. at the Ranchos/Hills Senior Center. The guest of honor is our own District 1 Supervisor, Frank
Bigelow. He’s going to be talking about the state of the county and where the Ranchos fits into its plans for
the future. You can ask him questions and find out what the latest is about Avenue 12, PG&E and other
issues of interest to the people of the Ranchos. If you need more info, take a look at the ad on page 5 or call
the Chamber at 645-4001.

If you’ve got a fever for AG and AG education, a local group is starting up an organization calling itself
the Ranchos AG Boosters. The founding members are parents of kids active in AG programs in school, but

if you’ve got a love for all things AG, you don’t need to have any children in the program to get
involved. They’re going to have an organizational meeting in the real near

future and you can reach them for more information via the inter-
net by emailing ranchosag@gmail.com. Sounds like a ground-
floor opportunity to me - or maybe that’s barnfloor.

Of course - how could I forget - this weekend is the Fifth
Annual All-You-Can-Eat Crab Feed put on by the Golden Valley
Chamber of Commerce. It’s going to be held at the Liberty High
School Theater and features all the crab you can stuff down your
gullet and pasta, salad, bread and dessert, all for just $35! We heard
of a crab feed in Fresno that was charging $65 for the exact same
thing! There’s also going to be a live and silent auction (always
good stuff there), as well as other fun and festivities. Best part is all
the money raised goes to the Chamber for its operations over the
next year. Talk about win-win! I hope to see you there.

On a final note, our good friends at Cat’s Diner have closed up shop. In the words of Don Corleone,
the owners were given an offer they just couldn’t refuse. We wish them all the best, but I can’t tell you how
much I’m missing that new ‘Cho Daddy hamburger they just introduced. The restaurant already has new
owners cleaning up and repainting and I think once they get settled in I might just take a picture of the ‘Cho
over to them and grovel. It’d be worth it.

Random Notes

Click on “Local News” at 

Webster Elementary Helds its
First Father-Daughter Dance on Feb.
15. The Webster Parent-Teacher Club
transformed Webster’s Multi Purpose
Room into a Grand Ball Room. Over
230 fathers and daughters attended
“The Ball” and were treated to danc-
ing, photos, a raffle and plenty of
snacks. It was a magical evening that
was enjoyed by everyone who was
asked. A big “thank you” goes to
all those who attended, donated and helped making it a memorable night.

1st Dad-Daughter Dance at Webster
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Those evening bells, those evening bells,
How many a tale their music tells,
Of youth and home and that sweet time
When last I heard their soothing chime.

Those joyous hours have passed away,
And many a heart that then was gay,
Within the tomb now darkly dwells
And hears no more those evening bells.

And so ‘twill be when I am gone,
The tuneful peal will still ring on,
While other bards will walk these halls
And sing your praise, sweet evening bells.

Anonymous

“What's your favorite song?” I
inquired of a friend during band inter-
mission at a dance.

“Hands down, probably the most
beautiful song since the dawn of time
was, ‘At Sundown,’” he said, and
hummed a few bars.

“No way,” disagreed another man
at the table whose favorite was
“Stardust.”

For a moment, I thought his wife
was about to bean him.

“You know better than that,” she
said, rather haughtily. “‘Misty’ is the
most beautiful song ever written.”

I don’t know that I have a favorite
song, but I suppose it would be any
one that I can dance to.

Papa liked “In the Gloaming” and
“Annie Skinner’s Chicken Dinner,”
while my piano and organ-playing
mama leaned toward hymns. “What a
Friend We Have in Jesus” and “The
Old Rugged Cross.”

One will no doubt find that differ-
ent generations are bent to different
beats, for instance, “Feelings,” “Get a
Job,” Elvis Presley’s “Heartbreak
Hotel.” A Hammer rock tune, so-
called “Metallic Rock” and today’s
generation with its Hip Hop and
Gangsta Rap which is so hot that one
should not listen to them unless

there’s a fire extinguisher in reach.
In truth, having been born on a

Montana cattle ranch and “… ridden
the ranges where luck never changes
…” as an old song of the era put it,
I’ve always more or less liked cowboy
songs, a genre that eventually melded
into what we call country and western
swing music that is still popular today.
Especially in Fresno where, when
Billie Ray Cyrus came to town singing
his “Achy Breaky Heart” his fans
almost tore host Wal-Mart down trying
to get in.

Perhaps you remember some of
these old songs: Gene Autry’s “Here

by Woody LaughnanThe  Olde  Cowboy

Please see WOODY on P. 25

Ranchos/Hills Seniors Center • 37330 Berkshire, Madera Ranchos
Refreshments • Call 645-4001 for More Information

Wednesday Evening, March 12 at 7 p.m.

Be on hand to hear Frank explain what’s happening both in the county and especially
right here in the Madera Ranchos. Have your questions answered. Please attend for
an interesting and informative evening with our own locally elected representative!

Madera County
District #1 Supervisor
Frank Bigelow

The Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
TOWN HALL MEETING

with Guest Speaker

Invites you to a

2/
08
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Click on “Local News” at 

Looking for the PERFECT BUSINESS?
• No Inventory, Deliveries or Collections • No Customer Risk

• No Employees • No Experience Necessary

Robin & Mary Tucker

559-645-7849
Robin                     559-479-2613
Mary                      559-479-2629

• American Owned Corporation • Immediate Weekly Income Potential
• Long Term Residual Income • Unlimited Financial Potential

www.fhtmus.com/rmtucker

Regional Sales Managers

2/08

Dear Editor,
I am writing to tell you how grateful I am to live

in a community that is more than willing to give to
people in need. Last May I discovered a needy fami-
ly living almost in my own back yard that I was com-
pletely unaware of. My children had occasionally
mentioned them to me, but I guess I wasn't paying
attention caught up in my own harried world of rais-
ing eight children.

Speaking of eight children, it just so happened
that this family also had eight children.

But as I got to know them better and their situa-
tion, I realized how much they needed help.
Especially for the children. Some of them had been in
trouble and I really didn't want that trickling down to
the younger ones, who made up the largest part of the
family.

At first I ran home and told my children to go
gather up what they didn't use in their closets. I'll never
forget how the nine year old boy hugged those clothes
when we delivered them. I knew we couldn't afford to
help this family on our own so I turned to my friends.
Twenty-two families agreed to donate used and new
school items. I drive an Excursion and delivered four
huge loads to this family just for school.

In the course of my visits I discovered a 15-year-
old boy who wasn't going to school. I asked him why
and he explained the circumstances. His mother
showed me his G.P.A. when he had attended school,
and just so you know, the boy is smaaaaarrrrt. So I
began driving him to school. From September to
December he received straight A's and had a 3.83
G.P.A. In the meantime, I discovered the family had-
n't had hot water for two years. Akind neighbor fixed
it for them. Three of their windows are broken, which
makes it very cold in the winter and we are still work-
ing on how to solve that problem.

Then I found out they had never had a
Christmas tree and I knew all of those children would
wake up to nothing on Christmas day. I didn't want to
place the burden on the same people's shoulders over
and over, so I thought a classified ad might do the trick.

I put the first ad in the Ranchos Independent in
October. One sweet lady called right away and had all
of her Christmas gifts bought, wrapped and delivered.
She knows who she is and may God bless her forev-
er and ever.

Then I heard nothing. I was beginning to get
nervous that there would only be the one donation.
But it wasn't! In December things really started jump-

ing and when the sparkle and glitter of generosity set-
tled a husband and wife had donated a beautiful live
fresh Christmas tree and even came and set it up for
them. And many people donated nine cases overflow-
ing with canned food, a turkey, a ham and large gifts
for each individual. There were large family gifts,
candy and oranges for stocking stuffers, and $705 to
buy additional gifts.

The pile just kept getting bigger and bigger, and
my little children's eyes kept getting bigger and bigger
as more and more things were delivered to our home
for this family. They asked why they couldn't have
some of those toys too. I wanted them to learn what it
felt like to give instead of receiving all of the time, but
a twinge of sadness pricked my heart, because I knew
this year my own children would wake up to nothing
on Christmas day. Some things had come up unex-
pectedly and so I had warned the older kids there
would be no Christmas. We've always had nice
Christmases, so this announcement startled and sur-
prised them.

I whispered to my five year old, "How would
you like to be Santa this year?" and he smiled in
delightful agreement. So silently we went on
Christmas Eve tip toeing into the living room of this
family's house and carefully placing each gift in a pile
for each person. Their stocking with name attached
left sitting nicely in front. Then we quickly, silently
slipped away back to our house.

You are probably wondering if my own chil-
dren woke up to nothing on Christmas day, and the
answer to that is no! Afew days before Christmas a
miracle occurred. One of the people donating came
by to bring a turkey they were donating, which was in
addition to the money they had already donated. I
wasn't home, but when I arrived my husband
informed me this person had brought two turkeys and
said one was for us. And that she brought a Christmas
card she said I was to open alone when I got home.

So I went and sat alone in my room and opened
the card. It said the gift inside was only for the beauti-
ful children in my home and there inside was $400.
Alone I wept, for the depths of my soul had been
touched by the spirit of more Christ on Christmas. A
spirit which continued to fan the dying embers of my
faith back to light.

Many times in my quiet contemplations I have
pondered over the series of events that have transpired

Velvet Touch Car Wash • 645-6630

Velvet Touch
Car Wash

• Best Prices • Best Wash • Best Lounge •
• Best Service • Friendliest Employees •

Trust Your Car to the #1 Rated Car Wash!Trust Your Car to the #1 Rated Car Wash!

37075 Ave. 12 • Madera Ranchos

2$ 00 OFF!
full “GOLD” wash 2/

08

Support Velvet Touch Car
Wash, your local car
wash that employs
local students, so that
we can support -

• Webster School
• Sierra View

• Liberty High Sports
• Youth Soccer
• Cheerleading

• Youth Basketball
• Sober Grad

FREE ESTIMATES • LIC. #B0008113 • FREE ESTIMATES

2/
08

Service Schedule 
Sunday 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. • Tuesday 7 p.m. Life Connections Home Groups • Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Family Night • RE-Generation Youth Group - Generation NeXt Children's Ministry
Nursery Provided Ages 0-3 yrs. Sunday and Thursday Services

Join Us for a Special  EASTER SERVICE
Sunday, March 23 • 10 a.m.

Senior Pastors Bernard & Linda Morris/ Resident Pastors Stoney & Amy Berna

On the corner of  Ave.15 and Monreal

The Lighthouse
Christian Fellowship

15048 Monreal Rd. Madera, CA 93638 559-645-0722

2/
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day from the Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos. However, some of you may not
know who or what we are. The Kiwanis Club of the Ranchos is a service club collectively united by
local community members looking to volunteer their time and resources to enhance the lives of chil-
dren in their local community and worldwide. We help sponsor many service projects throughout the
world, but we pay special attention to our local community schools and children by holding fund rais-
ers and sponsoring or co-sponsoring events that help children here in the Madera Ranchos.

What is on track for the club in the next few months? The first event we are hosting is another
e-waste fund raiser, this one to help fund our
administrative account. The last e-waste event
we had was a huge success and we had e-
waste from all over Madera and Fresno coun-
ties delivered to our collection site right here in
the Ranchos. Please help our environment by
bringing any electronic devices you have lay-
ing around the garage or house that you’ve
been waiting to discard. Let your friends and
neighbors know it’s time to bring in those
unwanted electronic items. Let’s recycle this
stuff instead of putting it into our land fill.
When: March 29 and 30. Where: Ranchos
Market on Avenue 12. We look forward to see-
ing all of you there.

The next event we have planned is a rum-
mage sale. This event is going to be held in
conjunction with our e-waste. When you come
to drop off your e-waste you can also shop for some really cool stuff at our rummage sale. When:
March 29 and 30. Where: Ranchos Market on Avenue 12. 

Next on the list is our first – and hopefully an annual – event, the Wine and Garden Tour. The
tour is set for Saturday, April 26 and it will start at 10 a.m. and go until 3 p.m. The tour will start at
Fernwood Nursery and we will then tour five or six local area gardens. We will then end up at
Birdstone Winery with a brunch and wine tasting. Any homeowners in the Ranchos area who would
like to showcase their gardens and landscaped yards please contact any of the Kiwanis officers or
board members.

Also, we have planned a contest for a new logo. We would like community involvement in
designing a new logo that would incorporate the Kiwanis with our community. A$100 award well be
given to the winner who creates the best design. Applications are available at various locations
throughout the community and on our webpage at www.ranchoskiwanis.org.

One more announcement to make for our club is our meeting place has changed. The club
is now meeting at the Pizza Factory. The Pizza Factory has graciously donated their meeting
room for our use. We now have delicious breakfast pizzas along with all the other morning good-
ies. Our meetings are every Thursday morning at 6:30 a.m. at the Pizza Factory except the last
Thursday of the month when it is held at 6:30 p.m. to help accommodate our members who have
a hard time attending the morning meetings. Thanks again to the Parks for donating the meeting
room at the Pizza factory.

If you are interested in volunteering some
time and giving back to your community,
please feel free to connect any of our new offi-
cers for 2007-2008. They would be happy to
answer your questions. 

President - Pam Glueck
President Elect - Steven Monk
Vice President - John Herrera
Secretary - Sandy Monk
Treasurer - Charisse Stindt
Past President – Chris Parks
Board Member – Marie Cameron
Board Member – Ollie Ridge
Board Member – Virgina Vick
Board Member – Bruce Blair
Board Member – John Glueck

Got any old electronic trash sitting around the
house? Bring it to the Ranchos Kiwanis E-Trash days at
Ranchos Market March 29-30 and recycle it instead of
sending it off to the landfill. Do a good deed, de-junk your
life and help the Kiwanis raise some cash all at once.

The new banquet facility at the Ranchos Pizza
Factory is the new home of the weekly meetings for
the Ranchos Kiwanis. Meetings are held Thursday
mornings at 6:30 a.m. and then at 6:30 p.m. on the
last Thursday of the month for the late risers among
us. Photos Courtesy of John Glueck

KIWANIS
KORNER

Golden Valley Baptist Church

Sunday School 9:00 A.M.                                            12414 Road 37
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 A.M.                       Madera, CA 93636
Thursday Prayer and Bible Study 6:00 P.M.                  559-645-1700

In the Madera Ranchos (NW corner of Road 37 and Cloverleaf)

There has only ever been one Truth,

that is why God sent Him personally
“I  am  The  Wayy,  The  Trutth  andd  The  Life  ...”

Jesus  in  John  14

2/
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The RANCHOS AG BOOSTERS is being formed!

Yep. They’re going to be the single source for
activities to support AG Education in the Ranchos.

Yep. All local money will stay local.

But what? Aren’t the kids worth it? Isn’t AG important to you?

Their very first meeting is coming up. You can email
ranchosag@gmail.com for more info. You want to go?

You mean by the parents of Ranchos youth?

Support for facilities and financial support for individuals and groups?

When and where do they meet?

Ranchosag@gmail.com, huh? I’d really like to go but ...

Yeah, it’s just that ... I’m a pig.

2/
08
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Click on “Local News” at 

The Bookshelf

By Ellen Mester

Important Information for Parents and Caregivers: reading readiness doesn’t just begin during the
pre-school years; reading readiness begins at Day 1 in the life of a child. Read to your infant. They learn
language skills, vocabulary and enunciation right from the beginning when you read and talk to them.
Play rhyming games when they become talkers. Sing the alphabet song and point to letters and make
the sound of the letter. Have board books around for toddlers to look at. This gives them print aware-
ness and print recognition. Bring them to the library for story time and to check out books. Let your
child see you reading often. Your precious little darling will have the necessary skills to be successful
in school and to be a lifelong reader and learner. Aside from good health, it’s the best gift you can give
a child. 

Flatlanders
Registration for a craft or food booth has begun for the 2008 Flatlander’s Day Parade and Craft

Show. The 12x12 ft. booths are $30 for crafts and $50 for food. The date is Saturday, May 10. It is first
come, first served. Don’t wait! Parade applications can be picked up at the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce office. Craft show applications can be picked up at the Ranchos Library.

New Library Planning Committee Update
If you haven’t filled out the survey in last month’s Ranchos Independent, then please take the time

to do so. Drop it in the Library drop box. It is so important for the Library and the Community Center
Committee to hear from the community in regard to the possibility of building a new library, a com-
munity center and ball fields. If you don’t have the newspaper any longer, then stop by and pick up a
survey at the Ranchos Library. 

Coming Soon: Bilingual Story Time! Keep Wednesday afternoons at 1:30 p.m. open for kids of
all ages who want to sing and listen to stories in both Spanish and English. Head to the library on those
early release Wednesdays for some multicultural fun. Regular Story Time for pre-school age children
is every Monday at 11 a.m. with Mrs. Anderson. Craft and Story Night is the third Thursday of each
month from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Book Recommendations
Adult Fiction: Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett. Life was

really hard back in 12th Century England. There were the laws of
the church and the laws of the king and sometimes one would
supersede the other. People of title and those who owned land
changed alliances faster than a blink of the eye. The regular citi-
zens, however, like Tom Builder and his family, moved from one
town to the next looking for work. Tom was a master carpenter
who possessed an engineer’s mind and an artist’s design. He
wanted to build a cathedral. Unfortunately, times were hard, the
country was in a royal struggle to see who would become king,
and there was no work for Tom. When they arrive in
Kingsbridge, starving and homeless, the kindness of Prior
Philip and his monks turns into a serendipitous encounter.
Tom and Philip are of like minds in regards to building the
cathedral and over the years fend off one assault after another from wicked
members of both the church and royalty. The few acts of love and kindness amidst the brutality and
wanton disregard for all that is good and just make this such a compelling story. It is well-written and
powerful, albeit not an easy read. If you want a book you can really sink your teeth into, this is the one. 

Juvenile Fiction: Schooled by Gordon Korman. Capricorn
Anderson is not your typical home-schooled 14 year old. He has lived
with his grandmother, Rain, all of his life alone on a farm that once was
a thriving hippie commune. Rain has brought up Cap to live off the
land, practice Tai Chi and avoid the rest of the commercialized, uncar-
ing society like the plague. When Rain falls out of a tree and has to
be hospitalized, Cap must live with a foster family and go to middle
school. In his homemade tie-dyed clothes and long hair, Cap is total-
ly unprepared for the world he is now thrown into. He is merciless-
ly singled out as a nerd, and makes only one friend — Hugh
Winkleman, the current class nerd title-holder to whom he is now
replacing. But what no one knows is that Cap is for the most part
immune to their pranks and their snickering. He has an inner
peace and self-confidence that begins to look appealing to some
of the peer-stressed drama queens. Plus he knows how to drive!

This one “totally-awesome-dude” skill elevates his status and saves a life. If you enjoyed Gordon
Korman’s humor in No More Dead Dogs, you will really enjoy this
book. It is funny, bright and thoroughly enjoyable.

Juvenile Poetry Book: You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You by
Mary Ann Hoberman. This is a great book to introduce children to
poetry while they practice reading out loud. It has rhyme, rhythm and
repetition and is meant to be read by two people in a back and forth
manner. The words in the poems are simple and the different col-
ored text helps keep the two voices distinct. The illustrations by
Michael Emberley are also very pleasing in soft muted colors with
happy memorable characters. Great for bedtime reading with chil-
dren. 

Check out these books and more at the library and always
remember your library card – don’t leave home without it!

Reading Readiness Starts on Day 1 with Your Child (and Other Tips)

2/
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16911 Hill Drive, Madera • Financing Available O.A.C.16911 Hill Drive, Madera • Financing Available O.A.C.

When honesty and quality work matter ... Call

CCoonnttrraaccttoorr’’ss  LLiicc..  ##886622339955              667755-11668811
Brian  Padilla  Owner/Operator

callcall

When honesty and quality work matter ... Call

CCoonnttrraaccttoorr’’ss  LLiicc..  ##886622339955              667755-11668811
Brian  Padilla  Owner/Operator

WE ACCEPT
MOST COMPETITORS’

COUPONS

WE ACCEPT
MOST COMPETITORS’

COUPONS
CALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILS

SPRING SPECIAL

(one coupon per customer)

10 OFF
SERVICE

CALL

We do SERVICE &
WARRANTY repairs

on all makes
and models!

We do SERVICE &
WARRANTY repairs

on all makes
and models!

$

SPRING SPECIAL

FREE
estimate
on complete unit

change outs

Luke 24:6-7Luke 24:6-7
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645-4113
20% OFF

W/COUPON EXP. 3/31/08

Lic. #273099

INTERIOR  PAINTING

WINTER SPECIAL!
• Trenching
• Sand Blasting
• Patch
• Primer
• Tex Cote
• Paint Trim 2/

08

Frank Kramer Exteriors

NEVER PAINT AGAIN!
Turn Your HOUSE into a DREAM HOME

with TEX•COTE instead of paint
since1970

2/08

By Karl Roth

February is the month we focus on love and
in these busy days the ones who need to experi-
ence love the most are our kids. From the
moment Shellie and I began raising our kids,
older parents encouraged us to “enjoy this time
because it would go by too quickly.” As the years
passed and I’ve spoken to numerous parents
who were further down the parenting road than
we were, they continue to say the same thing. I
sat with an individual at the Pizza Factory this
week whose kids are now in their twenties. I
asked him the same question I ask most moms
and dads with grown children: “How quickly
has it gone by?” His response was the same as
every other parent. “Too quickly.”

It seems to me the older our kids become
the faster it appears it has happened. The older
we become the greater this “accelerated aging”
seems. One dad recently confessed to me that
when his kids were young the days often seemed
long and tiresome but now he has no idea where
those years have gone. It all passes too fast.

It is a proven fact that children need their
moms and dads. Moms and dads meet their
children’s deepest emotional needs. It is crucial
that moms and dads express love to their kids
while their kids are living under their roof. Soon
these days will be but a memory. During this
“month of love” I want to share with you a few
fast facts about expressing love to your kids.
Moms usually do this more naturally than dads,
so Dads pay attention and be a man. Learn how
to express love to your kids and make it a regu-
lar part of their life.

Fast Facts about
showing love to your kids

The first five minutes you spend with your
child are always the most important. Those
focused moments together can set the tone for
the rest of the morning, afternoon or evening.
Smile, give your child a word of encouragement
and a hug. Slow down and don’t multi-task for
that brief period of time.

The National Longitudinal Study of
Adolescent Health surveyed 11,572 teenagers
and discovered that the four most important
times of the day for parents to interact with their
children are:

early morning 
after school
dinnertime
bed time
Find ways to connect with your kids as a

family during those times.
The same researchers discovered that the

three most important feelings for moms and dads
to convey to their children (in order to protect
them from unhealthy emotional pressure) are:

warmth
love
caring
If your son or daughter feels a deep sense

of connection and bonding with you, you’ve
made a world of difference in his or her life!

During the month of February and every
other month, focus on showing love to your
kids. Many adolescent problems can be navi-
gated well with heavy doses of love from
mom and dad. Love much and live well.
Remember, because God has loved us greatly
we can love others greatly. It begins at home.

Blessings, Pastor Karl
Flipside Christian Church

The Pastor’s Desk

The Month of Love - and Beyond
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At last, one big,
efficient machine

that'll keep you cool all
summer and toasty all
winter. It's the Bryant
Packaged Gas/Electric

Comfort System. And not
only will it keep you

comfortable year
round, so will we.

WWhhaatteevveerr  iitt  ttaakkeess.SM
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
LIC. 837274
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Click on “Local News” at 

Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included

• AM PM
Medications

• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“We Are Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & Santa Ana

OPEN: Monday - Friday 
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM 

DIET WORLD MEDICAL GROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20 OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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The Stock Report

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
Have you ever driven to Reno, Nev. and

looked up on the side of the mountain and seen
the train winding up the mountainside and
through the tunnels? For many years as I made
that drive I would say to myself, “Someday I
am going to take that train just for the fun of it.”
Some of the Ranchos Hills Seniors decided that
this was the year to take the Snow Train trip to
Reno. I decided that this was my opportunity to
take the train trip to Reno, so I signed up to go
also. On Feb. 12 my Snow Train adventure
began with a 6 a.m. trip to the Fresno Amtrak
Station (with 11 Ranchos Hills Seniors). We
had a wait at the Fresno Station because the
train was late. Finally we were on the first leg
of our journey; next stop Stockton where we
piled off the train and onto a bus. We were driv-
ing to the Sacramento Amtrak Station on a bus
because the Fresno train doesn’t come to
Sacramento for some reason. Well there we
were ready to catch the Snow Train which only
runs from Emeryville to Reno for four months
from December through March, and is often
booked a year in advance. The Ranchos Hills
Seniors had tickets for the last car on the train
so it was a hike dragging our suitcases for about
½ mile to our car.

We were welcomed onboard a 1950s
Santa Fe Dome Private Car with another group
from Murphy, Calif. We are not sure how we
lucked out and got seated in this beautiful car.
Once we left Sacramento and stated up the
mountain we had pretty snow all of the way to
Reno. Our trip included two nights at the hotel
Circus Circus. We got to our room at 6:10 p.m.,
which made it a long day for us. Our group
leader was George Hagler, the past president of
the Ranchos Hills Seniors. George took good
care of us and got us all where we needed to be
to get to Reno and back home again. Herding a
bunch of seniors is not an easy job. I learned
that Helen Rice, our oldest senior on this trip,
was a “Rosie the Riveter” during World War II
building airplanes for the war. We got back to
the Fresno Amtrak Station at 10:30 p.m. We all

felt like Snow Train survivors when we finally
fell into our own beds Thursday night. If you
are not in a hurry to get to Reno this is the trip
for you. It is an adventure.

On Feb. 22, I was invited to Sierra View
Elementary to watch their three first grade
classes put on one of the best patriotic programs
I have ever seen. Teachers Crissy McElhaney,
Stephanie Wagner and Anita Ford are to be
congratulated for working together as a team
with their students to put on such a profession-
al show. It was hard for me to believe that first
graders could read lines and remember the
words to so many patriotic songs. One of the
mothers that I was sitting next to said that all of
the students were asked to bring a white shirt to
school and then the teachers had an American
flag printed on the shirt. Can you imagine the
picture of 51 first graders with American flag
tee-shirts and red, white and blue hats all stand-
ing together? They behaved so well and enter-
tained us for over an hour. If I ever need a shot
of patriotism I will just remember this wonder-
ful patriotic show put on by these very talented
Sierra View first graders. Principal Scott Tefft,
how proud you must be of these teachers and
students. Parents, how proud you most be of
your students. I watched you take a lot of pic-
tures. 

I attended a Chamber of Commerce meet-
ing with officials from PG&E at the Pizza
Factory. The PG&E staff presented the “west”
side and “east” side corridor alternatives that
are being researched for the potential expansion
of a 500 kilovolt transmission line that would
go through the Ranchos from Kern County to a
new substation to be constructed in the
foothills. Based on PG&E’s studies, they will
make a recommendation to the California
Public Commission who will then make the
final decision. Not everyone in the Ranchos
received this notice that PG&E had to legally
send, if they want to go on someone’s property.
It seems that everyone in the Ranchos will be
affected if the choice is the “west” side corridor.
People are just waking up to the fact that this is

Snow Train - Just for the Fun of it

Please see STOCK on P. 11
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN
THE RANCHOS INDEPENDENT
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CRONINCRONIN MARINEMARINE REPREPAIRAIR
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR

INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS
TRAILER BOATS ONLY

Jim Cronin
Madera Ranchos

Chrysler

Phone: 645-1977Since 1964

FORCE
OUTBOARDS
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happening. For more information you can
call 800-422-0841 but there is no website for
you to go to. Even after I saw the maps I am
not sure where exactly from Ave. 7 through
the Ranchos the electric towers and lines
would go.

Don’t forget the March 1 annual Chamber of
Commerce Crab Feed at Liberty High Cafeteria at
6 p.m. Price is $35 dollars each. Also on March 1
the Ranchos Hills Seniors will be having their first
Saturday monthly sale of the New Year from 8
a.m. to noon. The plants and trees for your spring
planting will be on sale, the Treasure House will be
open for you to find the latest fashions, and the
bake sale will be going on in our newly remodeled
senior center. Come by and check us out.

There will be no school from March 17-
24 for Spring Break. This is the time to enjoy
Easter, which is on Sunday, March 23 this

year. Then you can plan on attending the
Fourth annual Foundation for Golden Valley
Schools “The Night the Stars Come Out” din-
ner and awards gala. Star Educator and Star
Service awards will be given to honor elemen-
tary and secondary teachers, instructional and
operational staff members and a District
leader. Would you like to be a Foundation
member or make a donation to the founda-
tion? If so call 559-645-3555 or Email foun-
dation@gvusd.k12.ca.us. The Foundation for
Golden Valley Schools provides additional
financial support for our students in the areas of
academics, athletics, agriculture and the arts. I
am pleased to be one of the founding members.

We are only having one school board meeting
in March because of Spring break. The board meet-
ing is scheduled for March 11 at Liberty High
Cafeteria at 6 p.m. I just got word that a board work-
shop is being considered for March 25 at 4:30 p.m. I
am sure I will see you at some of these events. 

STOCK cont. from P. 10
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By Eleanore Burchell

A large group of alumni graduates had
gathered together for a visit with their for-
mer professor. The conversation soon
turned to complaints about their endless
stresses at work and in life. With several
pots of fresh coffee, the professor offered a
diverse assortment of cups … exquisite
china, rustic, stoneware, fine crystal, plain
glass. He also had a stack of Styrofoam
cups on the table.

When each person had a cup of coffee
in hand, the professor commented, “You
may have noticed that many of the nicest
cups were taken first. Be assured that the
cup itself adds no quality to the beverage.
What you all really wanted was good cof-
fee! Now consider this: Life is the coffee.
Jobs, money and position in society are the
cups. The type of cup you have does not
determine the quality of life you can live.
Don’t concentrate on the cup, enjoy the
coffee. The happiest people don’t necessar-
ily have the best cup, they may have a
chipped cup or a Styrofoam cup, but they
know how to have the best lives by being
joyful people. The richest people are rarely
those who have the most, they are usually
those who live the most, they are usually
those who love the most.

Do you want less stress? Give of your-
self to others. Live simply. Care deeply.
Speak kindly. Find a cause bigger than
yourself and relish the good coffee you
pour into your cup.

The members of the Ranchos/Hills
Seniors, Inc. want to extend our sincere
sympathy to Howard and Ruth Baker for
the passing of their son, Doug.

Our 16th Annual Spring Home and
Garden Festival, to be held on April 5, 8
a.m. to 2 p.m., is well into the planning
stage. Please mark your calendars and plan
to spend some time here. As last year, the
day will start with a biscuit and gravy
breakfast and for lunch there will be BBQ
hamburgers, hot dogs, maybe salmon patty

sandwiches and sodas. The Master
Gardeners will be in attendance to help
identify plants and help with other garden
suggestions. It is a GREAT occasion for us
and we would like to share it with you.

The Ranchos/Hills couple of the
month is Patricia and Emery Brunett. They
have been married 30 years. Emery’s life
profession was in the line of mechanics.
After retirement, he has done some work in
the security business. Pat was born in
Colorado, lived in Arizona for many years
but in 1952 moved to the Fowler area of
California. She has four children, three
boys and a girl. Pat is now the 2008
President of the Ranchos/Hills Seniors,
Inc. She has taken this to heart and is real-
ly doing a great job.

Doll making has been Pat’s passion
for 25 years and she makes them from
scratch by pouring porcelain heads, bodies,
legs and arms then firing them in her kiln.
However, some dolls have cloth bodies,
arms and legs on a porcelain head. Pat per-
sonally has a priceless collection of dolls.
She has also taught classes on this art AND
Pat is a GOOD cook. Never having done
this professionally, her potluck dishes are
quite evident of this fact. Many thanks go
to Pat and Emery for their endless hours
donated to the Ranchos/Hills Seniors.

Unfortunately, our February monthly
sale was canceled. This was due to the
extensive remodeling of our building plus
the rainy weather. Please accept our apolo-
gy to those who came to see us but we were
not home! The next monthly sale will be
held on Saturday, March 1.

The garden area has many nice trees
for you to plant in your yard. With spring
on its way, this is the perfect season for
planting trees, shrubs and flowering plants
as they will be well settled in by the time
summer comes again.

The Treasure House will also be open
and waiting to wish you a belated Happy

Great  Deals...

...  Great  Service!
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Click on “Local News” at 

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

2/08 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TIRED  OF  PAYING
FOR  FLOOD  INSURANCE?

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood

insurance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Eliminate Payroll Penalties!
If you’re a small business with 1-5
employees, ask how I can save you
time, money and hassles.

cell 559-341-7589
lclark@paychex.com
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Lori Clark    559-432-1100 •

The Lesson Held in a Cup of Coffee

Please see SENIORS on P. 13
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Madera Ranchos Assembly of God
NW Corner of RD 36 & AVE 13 1/2

Office 645-0716

Sunday
Kid’s Church..................8:30 & 10 a.m.
Worship......................10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Sunday School.......................8:30 a.m.
Youth...........................................6 p.m.

Wednesday......................7 - 8:30 p.m.
Worship Service
Royal Rangers (Boys 5-17)
Missionettes (Girls 5-17)
Rainbows (Boys & Girls 3-4)
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TRUCKING 645-5363
Chad Harr

CA# 142100

Fill Dirt • Topsoil • Humus • Bark • Chips • River Rock 
Crushed Rock • Base Rock • Rock Dust • Cobble Stone

Driveway Base • Fill Sand • Washed Sand • Plaster Sand
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New Year. Since Pat Brunett took over as
our new President, we have some members
filling in as chairmen of our sections. Mary
Ellen Naples and Audrey Stock have now
become co-managers of the Treasure
House since Norma Williams was elected
Assistant Treasurer. The bake sale, produce
and boutique sections are held in the main
building. Joy Hansen has now become
chairman of the bake sale while Ada Forbes
is in charge of the boutique. Come in and
check out the displays of necklaces, ear-
rings, paintings, antiques, China items, etc.
The produce section still has some persim-
mons, oranges, tangerines, grapefruits and
lemons. However, that may change daily so
come in to check out what is there. Also
please come in and visit us and see our new
kitchen, tile floor, etc.

Remember the plant, produce and bou-
tique sections are available Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
Thursday evenings between 6 and 9 p.m.

Did you know two nurses from the
Madera County Health Department period-
ically come to the center to give FREE
check ups? They will be at the center on
March 20 at 9:30 a.m. If you are interested
in taking advantage of their services on
March 20, call Carla or Melody at 675-
7893 to make an appointment.

If you are new to the area, lonely or
just lost a spouse, we welcome you to come
to see us. We are here for you. Many of our
members have surely experienced your
same situation.

THE UP SIDE
A positive anything is better than a

negative nothing!

A Panama Canal cruise is ready to go
on April 14 – 28. A flight to Fort
Lauderdale, Fla. will be made and then
board the ship with stops in Jamaica and
Cartagena, Columbia. Then it’s off through
the locks of the canal and exiting into the
Pacific Ocean with dockings in Costa Rica,
three in Mexico, namely Huatulco,
Acapulco and Cabo San Lucas. The trip
concludes in San Francisco where we will

disembark. This is really a spectacular
cruise. And now, hot off of the press, we
have a Nov. 1 – 8, 2008, 7-Night Eastern
Caribbean cruise which has just been
announced. This leaves Miami on
Carnival’s new “LIBERTY” ship with
dockings at San Juan, St. Thomas and St.
Maarten. The flyers may be picked up in
our office or for more information – on
either cruise – call Joann 645-4864. Just
remember, you need NOT be a member to
participate in these cruises.

Our January Birthday and Anniversary
celebration luncheon was held at Yukon
Jacks. There were 39 members and guests
in attendance. Nice place! February’s cele-
bration was held on President’s Day,
February 18 at 11 a.m. at Carrow’s
Restaurant, 1484 E. Shaw in Fresno. The
following month is already planned for
Saturday, March 22 at 11:30 a.m. at
Shanghai Chinese Cuisine, 4011 N.
Blackstone in Fresno.

There will be NO BINGO held until
our remodeling is complete.

In the senior years, many need some-
one to laugh with, so come join our
Thursday evening potlucks with games
played afterward. There is a lot of fun here.
Remember laughter is good for your body
and soul and being happy does not mean
everything is perfect. It means you have
decided to see beyond the imperfections!

More Facts and Fun
A nutritionally balanced lunch pro-

gram Monday through Friday 11:30 a.m.
Suggested price for 60 years and older is
$1.75. Reservations are needed a day in
advance so remember to call Joann at 645-
4864. We have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. The partici-
pants are getting more than just exercise by
attending. They have fun and share laughs.
There is still room for you and you can
attend all three days or just one or two of
them. The Line Dancing class has changed
to Wednesdays at 1 p.m. This is fun and
also a great way to exercise. The Water
Coloring Painting class has also changed. It
is now scheduled on Thursdays from 3–5

Please see SENIORS on P. 19

SENIORS cont. from P. 12
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LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREA OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A
SEASONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILI-
TY TO ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL
PROPERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE
ABATED ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2008.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the sum-
mer HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT
THE FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATE-
MENT MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARD grow back.

2/08

Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.
Get fully downloadable back issues of 

the Ranchos Independent (beginning with April 2006). 
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

www.theRanchos.com
2/08

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
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The Best Way to Weather California’s Fiscal Crisis?
Plan for the Worst, but Always Hope for the Best

By Superintendent Sarah Koligian

The 45 day clock is ticking since
Governor Schwarzenegger declared a
“fiscal emergency” in California in
January 2008. The Governor’s Budget
reflects a deterioration in current-year
revenues and a weakening California
economy for 2008-09. In addition, the
state has failed to close its structural

Budget gap, compounding the fiscal
challenges for the 2008-09 Budget. The
Governor’s Budget proposed numerous
reductions to current-year expenditures,
including reducing funding under
Proposition 98 by $400 million. 

What is Proposition 98? 
• Voters passed Prop. 98 almost

20 years ago to ensure our students and
schools have a minimum funding guar-
antee and reaffirmed their support dur-
ing the 2005 special election. Any pro-
posal to suspend Prop. 98 undermines
the will of the voters to fund our
schools. 

• A state budget proposal that
cuts funding to schools is not a real
solution because it does not address
California’s underlying problem of
inadequate and unstable revenue
sources. Prop. 98 was designed to pro-
tect our students from instability so they
have the reliable resources they need to
learn and succeed.

The 2008-09 proposed budget cuts

for California schools total $4.8 billion
which would severely damage the qual-
ity of education in our state, forcing
school districts to lay off teachers and
support staff already working in over-
crowded classrooms in some districts. 

Statewide statistics show that a $4.8
billion budget cut is equivalent to the
following:

• Laying off more than 107,000
teachers

• Cutting more than $24,000 per
classroom

• Reducing per-student spending
by more than $800

• Laying off over 137,000 bus
drivers, janitors, food service workers,
maintenance workers and other educa-
tion support professionals

• Increasing class sizes statewide
by as much as 35%

What could these proposed budget
cuts force Golden Valley Unified to do?

• Issue layoff notices to some
teachers in the event that class size

reduction is no longer funded in grades
K-3. Class sizes in these grades could
increase up to 34 students.

• Reduce support staff
• Reduce per student spending by

approximately $200/student
• Reduce school and district

operating budgets by approximately
10%

Our hope is that the proposed
budget cuts for education will be
seriously and thoughtfully reviewed
before any legislative action is
taken. Our students did not create
this budget crisis and their education
should not be ransomed to save it
with proposals that don’t just mort-
gage their academic futures, but
amount to a foreclosure of hope for
generations of families. We will do
our best to weather this storm, plan-
ning for the worst but hoping for the
best. Your voices as concerned par-
ents and community members could
make a difference.

Golden Valley Unified School
District Superintendent, Sarah Koligian.

What can we do to have our voices hear in Sacramento? Call on our Governor and Legislators to notify them that California should put our students first. Reject
the across-the-board cuts that would damage our public schools and protect the voter-approved minimum school funding law, Proposition 98. Following is a for-

mat for a sample letter if you are interested in writing to our Legislators: 

Dear (LEGISLATOR),

I’m a (PARENT) of a student at (SCHOOL NAME) here in (CITY NAME), and I’m very concerned about how the Governor’s proposed $4.8 billion education funding
cuts will impact our local schools. These cuts are equivalent to $24,000 less for every classroom, or increasing class sizes by more than a third.

I know first-hand how important class sizes are to improving student learning, and I don’t want to see us turn back the clock on our kids’ education. Smaller classes have
helped my child excel in math and reading, and to deny that opportunity to other students would be a terrible mistake.

Voters passed Proposition 98 twenty years ago to ensure a minimum funding guarantee for our schools. Over the years, we’ve reaffirmed our support for this law. It’s time
for the politicians to listen to the voters and stop trying to siphon money away from our students. 

I want to urge the Legislature to reject the Governor’s proposed budget cuts for education and invest in California’s future.

Sincerely,
(NAME)
(CITY)
(CONTACT INFORMATION)

Senator Dave Cogdill
State Capital Room 3048
Sacramento, CA 94248-0001

Assemblyman Michael Villines
State Capital Room 3104
Sacramento, CA 94249-0029

Send your completed letters to:
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Fine  Quality  Craftmanship

Specializing In:

WE NOW OFFER MOBILE ESTIMATING SERVICE
“We Come To You” IN THE RANCHOS AREA

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY - JUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs

• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame 

Repairs
• Chroma Vision

Color Matching

674-8591
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE CLAIMS WELCOME

GOLD GLASS Precision Collision Repair

2/
08

Come experience God’s love with us!Come experience God’s love with us!
Enjoy Prayer, Song, Easter Reflection (and Pizza) at Pete’s Drive In

Wednesdays at 6 p.m. • Pete’s Drive In • 37357 Ave. 12

March 5 • “Confession is Good for the Soul”
March 12 • “Fasting & Prayer: Fast Track to Spirituality”

324-1144
www.centralvalleychristians.org

2/
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COUPON

Deegan’s Appliance

We Service
Most Major

Brands
Sé Habla Español

Serving Fresno and Madera Counties

Any Appliance Repair with this coupon

266-6044

352 W. Bedford, Ste 103
Fresno, CA 93711

$5 OFF
COUPON

Installation 
Now

Available

2/08

37184  Avenue 12, Suite 104 • Madera Ranchos
645-0122 • next to the Pizza Factory

Lots of New & Used Computers

Used, Completely Refurbished 
Computers starting at $200!

Hurry while

supplies last

2/
08

LAPTOPS • USED COMPUTERS • FLAT SCREENS

in the last five months with this family. I keep asking
what was it that touched me the most? Was it the fami-
ly that chose not only to give to the needy family, but
went the extra mile and gave to a second family in need
– my family? Was it the lady who called way back in
October and had everything ready to go within that
month? Was it the husband and wife who not only
donated a Christmas tree, but came to the people's
home and set it up for them? Or was it the family
whose house burned down and had so many dona-
tions that when they heard of this needy family they
passed eight Hefty garbage bags of little girl's clothes
on for them to use? Or how about the family who
came and gave to every person in that needy family
knowing their own home was going into foreclosure
in December? And then I think long and hard about
the woman whose daughter was killed in a hit-and-
run and came to give money while she was still griev-
ing, sweetly telling me her daughter would have
wanted the circle of love and giving to continue. And
that there had been such an outpouring of love from
the community that she wanted to give something
back. Was it her that touched me? There were so
many acts of kindness and I figured out what it was
that touched me unforgettably. It was the change tak-
ing place inside of me. Two years ago I really didn't
know what I thought of Christ anymore. But in every
person who came and gave, there He stood. Over and
over Christ came to my door this holiday season and
made me a believer once again. So thank you, thank
you, thank you, to all of the friends and strangers who
came to my home and continued to revive the faith I
thought I had lost, and delivering the best Christmas
ever.

K. Carnahan
Madera Ranchos

Dear Editor:
THANK YOU VERY MUCH for being

the announcer of the meeting at the Pizza
Factory. You are the Paul Revere of our
community! I really appreciate all you do to
keep us informed.

I didn't vote for Measure T, and wrote
an editorial in the Independent as to why.
It was not because I vote NO on every
proposition. I have voted for every bond
issue for the schools. It was because when
I was presented with information about
Measure T it outlined what we are dealing
with right now. I called someone on the
“Vote Yes on T” Committee and told her I
could not support this measure, but would
be happy to support it if they widened
Avenue 9 instead. I told her you couldn't
widen Ave. 12 from 41 to 38 and 35 to 99
and expect people to slow down through
the Ranchos. Voila – Measure T passed
and now we have what we have.

It appeared many people are now
favoring the Avenue 9 Expressway over
the Avenue 12. I didn't move out here, and
many of my neighbors didn't move out
here, to live on Herndon Avenue. I am not
against progress, but this will ruin our
rural & small town area.

No more Flatlander's Parades if this
goes through.

I cannot express my appreciation for
your assistance in getting the community
involved.

Thanks,

Bob Campbell
Madera Ranchos

LETTERS cont. from P. 6
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

2/08

Golden Valley Martial Arts

Attend as many classes as you want for no extra charge.
We require NO Contracts • Private Lessons Available!

Bully-Proof your kids and
get in the Best Shape

of your life.

Learn: Seieido, Taekwondo, Mixed Martial 
Arts, Jujitsu, Self-Defense against
Multiple Opponents, 
Weapon Disarms.

Parents!
Train with your children.
Ask about our special Family Rates.

Contact Master Johnson 559-917-5262www.goldenvalleymartialarts.com
email: info@masterjohnson.com

2/
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STUDENT POPULATION IS LIMITED! CALL NOW!

Community Calendar of Events
By Linda Bresee 

(all events in the Madera Ranchos UNLESS stated otherwise)

Annual Chamber of Commerce Crab Feed
Sat. March 1st 6:30 p.m. • Liberty High
School Ave. 12 & Rd. 36 • Ticket info 645-
4001

Flipside Church
Every Sunday, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. meetings
Liberty High School Ave. 12 & Rd. 36

Flipside Church After School Youth
Program • MON. Thru THURS. after
school to 6:00p.m. • Maywood Center, old
Game Room Suite

Organizational Committee meeting to
build a Community Center/new Library
Mon. March 3rd 7:00 p.m., Chamber of
Commerce office 37167 Ave. 12 Ste. # 5 •
Open to the public

Friends of the Library meeting
Thurs. March 6th 7:00 p.m. • Chamber of
Commerce office • Open to the public

Kiwanis meeting
Thurs. March 6th 6:30 a.m. • Pizza Factory
37184 Avenue 12 • Public welcome

School Board meeting 
Tuesday March 11th 6:00 p.m. • Liberty
High School Library • Avenue 12 & Rd. 36

Ranchos Library Bilingual Story Time & Crafts 
Wed. March 12th 2:00 p.m. Every other
week • 37167 Avenue 12, Ste 4-C. Info call
645-1214

Kiwanis meeting
Thurs. March 13th 6:30 a.m. • Pizza
Factory • Public welcome

Spring Break GVUSD
Begins Mon. March 17th thru Mon. March
24th • Return to school Tues. March 25th 

Committee to Build a New Ranchos
Library meeting
Wed. March 19th, 7:00 p.m. Ranchos
Library • 37167 Ave. 12, Ste. 4-C. • Open to
the public

Ranchos Library Story Time & Crafts
Thurs. March 20th 5-7 p.m. • Everyone is
welcome

Kiwanis meeting 
Thurs. March 20th, 6:30 a.m. • Pizza
Factory • Public welcome

Webster School Kindergarten Registration
Monday March 24th begins at 9:00 a.m.
First come first served basis for A.M. or
P.M. slots • The purple Webster Newsletter
has all the info needed to complete the reg-
istration process.

Flipside Church Community Easter Egg
Hunt
Sun. March 23rd 11: 00 a.m. • 10 a.m. reg-
ular service only • Liberty High School Ave.
12 & Rd. 36

Webster Parent Teacher Club meeting
Tuesday March 25th 7:00 p.m. • Webster
School Library 

Ranchos Library Bilingual Story Time & Crafts
Wed. March 26th 2:00 p.m. • Ranchos
Library, everyone is welcome

Coffee with Principal Pinkard
Ranchos Middle School • Thurs. March
27th 8:30 a.m. • RMS is located next to
Liberty High School

Kiwanis meeting 
Thurs. March 27th 6:30 p.m. • Pizza facto-
ry, public welcome 

Golden Valley Foundation Dinner • “The
Night The Stars Come Out” Adult event
Saturday March 29th 7:00 p.m., doors
open at 6:30p.m. • Birdstone Winery.
Evening attire • Info. 645-3555 or
www.gvusd.k12.ca.us/foundation

Kiwanis Electronic Recycling
Sat. March 29th & Sun. March 30th • 8a.m.
to 4p.m., Ranchos Market, Avenue 12 •
Public event

Got an event? communitycalendar1@theranchos.com

559-645-0634 * fax 559-645-6900 * 37167 AVE 12 #5C 93636
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10% 
OFF

WITH THIS COUPON

FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FULL 
SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE
SHOP

38 Years 

Experience

2/
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YER
OUT!
hear that call more often

with PITCHING LESSONS from

West Sierra League “Pitcher of the Year” 2006
Robert Alcala

drill techniques   player evaluation
work and fine-tune your pitcher mechanics

YOU GET:

AGES 10 AND OLDER   30 MINUTE LESSONS

•

•
Robert Acala’s qualifications include being a former 4-year “lefty” pitcher at Liberty High School • played with
top scouted travel leagues, including MVP Baseball, Baseball Factory and Team One Baseball • named
2007 “Under Armour All-American” • polled as one of the top 20
prospects in the nation for 2007 by teamonebaseball.rivals.com •
currently pitching for the Fresno City College Rams 871-4736

2/
08

To Advertise Call
645-0634

p.m. No prior watercolor experience is
needed. The instructor can be reached by
calling 645-1137. You do not need to be a
member to attend these classes. We have a
large group, but there is always room for
one more – you! Fill your car with your
friends or neighbors, they will enjoy find-
ing new friends here, too! Come in and
check these classes out.

Up and Coming Events
March 1, Monthly Sale , 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
April 5, 16th Annual Spring Home &

Garden Festival, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Panama Canal Cruise, April 14–28
Eastern Caribbean Cruise, November 1–8

Weekly Events
Monday through Friday Lunch

Program, 11:30 a.m. (Reservations needed,
call Joann at 645-4864)

Monday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Pinochle, noon until?

Tuesday, no BINGO at this time.
Wednesday, Exercise Class, 10:15 –

11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, noon to 1 p.m. Card

BINGO
Wednesday, Line Dancing, 1 p.m.
Thursday, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. Watercolor

Painting Class
Thursday, 6 to 9 p.m. Potluck then

Hand & Foot, Pinochle or other games
(Please bring your own plate and silver-
ware.)

Friday, Exercise Class, 10:15 – 11:30 a.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. Line Dancing Class
Please feel free to come in and visit

our Senior Center and get acquainted with
our members. We welcome you to come
and be one of us as our organization offers
and promotes social, educational and civic
activities in order to provide a better quali-
ty of life for all senior citizens. You have
received an invitation. Hope to see you
soon?

SENIORS cont. from P. 13

of the debates and decisions were
already made. Yesterday the Board
said we have to do this or we will lose
the money. Then we were permitted
our right to comment. 

I don’t think this is the voice our
founding fathers had in mind. 

I don’t think this is the public
comment the writers of the Brown Act
and our state constitution had in mind
either. 

I believe the intent of the writers
was to have our comments actually be
a part of the decision making process
rather than a formality at the end of a
forgone conclusion.

Further Items
Item “H” isn’t very interesting by

itself, but if you want to see what
county employees make there are 99
pages of backup that gives the salaries.
Some are very interesting reading.

Item “5” was Appropriating
Unanticipated Revenue of $900,000.
One might be confused about how you
don’t anticipate that much revenue,
until you read a bit deeper and find out
it is a loan. 

Item “6” is the beginnings of
developing a Habitat Conservation
Bank Committee. This one is going to
be a bit hard to explain, and may be
even harder to live with. Let’s say you
are building a road. It needs to go
through a vernal pool (mud puddle).
To be able to pave over your mud pud-
dle you need to buy another one (mud
puddle) someplace else and promises
to keep it safe and happy forever (con-
serve). Or you can pay somebody that

has a supply of mud puddles in their
private mud puddle farm/bank that you
can buy or lease forever. They don’t
even have to be natural mud puddles.
If you dig a hole, it fills with water
and you are unlucky enough to have a
bird and bunny cop see it. You just lost
control of your property.

If you think that all sounds a bit
ridiculous, remember the levy system
that is about to be decertified? Part of
the problem is arundo, a tall perennial
reed growing in fresh and moderately
saline waters, and part of the problem
is trees that have grown on the levies.
Seems simple – just cut the weeds that
have grown on the man-made levies.
Unfortunately, a bird and bunny cop
saw the trees. For every tree we cut
down we need to plant three to replace
it someplace else where they can grow
and be happy. 

I am not sure where all of this will
stop. When will mold become a pro-
tected organism? If you have moldy
cheese in your fridge you will have to
either let it be or you can throw it
away if you pay someone that main-
tains a mold conservation bank to keep
a mold colony just like yours to make
up for the one you removed.

We have set aside millions of
acres of public lands, wilderness
areas, parks. None of that counts. We
have to create the conservation banks
on private lands. At what point will
there be no private land left, or is that
the real goal? Or could it be some
enterprising opportunists finding a
new way to fill the old pork barrel
with money from these new and
ridiculous regulations?

D.O.G. cont. from P. 4
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VELVET TOUCH 
CAR WASH

&
DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair

(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service

• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

Professional 
Dog Training

Vikki Campbell
Member A.P.D.T.

email: forloveofdogs@sbcglobal.net

For the Love of Dogs
• Private/Group Training
• Behavior Consultation 

(559) 645-4351

SERVING THE VALLEY FOR OVER 35 YEARS

RRaanncchhooss  AAuuttoo  RReeppaaiirr
&  Chuck’s  Transmission

12090 Rd. 37 1/2 • Madera

664455-44447755

We specialize in transmission
repair and service work.

We now do A/C
service and repair.

Auto, Truck, Motorhome, 
4x4, Automatic/Standard 

Madera Ranchos
Corner of Ave. 12 & Maywood

Ask for Carlos or Niomi
Free installation on your level land.

645-0518 or 645-1419

Double Car Port 18 x 21 $895.00

• Cleanups
(Brush, Trash, All Other Cleanups)

• Tear Out • Many Other Jobs
• Construction Site • Light Demolition

• Light Concrete Hauling
Call Danny Powell at

559-363-0805 or
559-281-4696

All projects expertly and
professionally completed

Danny’s

Ever Growing For Your Needs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Business Pager

Wayne Jones

645-8528    489-7859

Valley  Green
Hydroseeding

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801

645-1570

Store hours:
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-55879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

AWNINGS
& Lonas Del Valle

559-313-8407

Specializing in Awnings
Recovers • Repairs Tarps • Lonas 

License #B0006328

3912 N. Hayston

Fresno, CA 93726

(559) 227-5959

fax (559) 227-5960

Fresno Madera

www.elainesanimalinn.com

40373 Brickyard Dr.

Madera, CA 93636

(559) 432-5959

fax (559) 432-5616

Residential Sales
Real Estate Investments

License Training
Cell 706-3162
559-297-3770
559-297-3776

office

fax

Kellner & Sons’ Properties
Tom Kellner
owner/broker

645-1600
Brad & Cathy Burford

37167 Ave. 12 #D5
Madera Ranchos

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-77770
HARDPAN DRILLING

Charisse Lindsay Stindt

37144 Ave. 12 Ste. #103 • Madera Ranchos

(559) 645-4124

Auto • Home • Life
DISCOUNTS

Lic#0616281

• Industrial
• General

• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified

• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

HIGH QUALITY

559-4454-88060

GATE SYSTEMS

FALK’S
FARRIER SERVICE

209-261-5174
209-382-1652
Robert Falk
Owner

professional, certified
correct
horseshoeing
for balance &
performance

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION

YOU DESERVE

YAMAHA

645-4545

Motorcycle & ATV
Repairs

A Division of Premiere Powersports, Inc. 

Hwy. 99 and Ave. 12

99
AUTHORIZED DEALER

Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory • Business Directory

645-1792
GARCIA HAY SALES

quality
alfalfa

hay

cows
goats

horses

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

PATIOS

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

Fast Refunds
RALs
Authorized IRS
E-File Provider

Tax Preparers PPlluus!

559-645-0972
Madera Ranchos

“Same day
tax prep”

PAINTING CONTRACTOR
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Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

CALL  BOB

• LOT DISCING • SAND • GRAVEL • 
• ROCK • BASE ROCK • GRADING •

• HOUSE PADS •DRIVEWAYS •
• COBBLES • HUMUS • BARK •

289-1743

645-11578

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

645-11578
645-8323
37164 AVE. 12 #103
MADERA RANCHOS

Beauty Salon, Hair, Nails,
Pedicures & Gifts

A
Delightful

Touch

Business Directory 

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Congratulations, Lamb. The end of the month brings good news
in the workplace, thanks to all the efforts you've made to get your projects off the ground and running.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Don't let yourself be cowed into thinking you're not up to the
challenge you've taken on. Keep reinforcing your self-confidence, and no one and nothing can stop
you.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Positive responses to a recent workplace move should give you
added assurance that you're on the right track. Celebrate the good news with family and/or friends.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) There's still a little emotional fuzziness you have to work
through before you can feel really certain about your recent decisions. But you're on the right track.
Stay with it.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You're tempted by an offer that seems close to what you've been
looking for. But before you pounce on it, see if you can coax out some added perks to sweeten the
deal.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Your efforts to settle a volatile situation should prove
successful. Now could be a good time to analyze what might have created the problem in the first
place.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A once-close associate re-emerges with news that
could cause you to reconsider a recent decision. But don't make a move before consulting a trusted
adviser.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You might feel pressured to reveal a colleague's
secret. But you can rely on your strong Scorpion sense of rectitude to help you continue to do the right
thing.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) That pesky situation is still creating prob-
lems. But you are moving ahead with it, and it should soon be successfully resolved in your favor.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) A spate of indecision leaves you susceptible to
doubt. But you'll soon regain your emotional sure-footedness and be back leading the way, as usual.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Love rules the week with new romances favored
for single Aquarians looking for partners. Cupid also targets renewed commitment for wedded Water
Bearers.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A surge of creativity keeps you happily busy through the
week. But leave some quiet time to share with loved ones. Some long-awaited news finally comes
through.

(c) 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.

Since 1984

559-645-1102
36946 Ave. 12 • Madera, CA 93636
cell 559-706-0301

Eileen Tiso - Owner
Resale • Foreclosures • Rentals

Property Management Available 

People rely on you whenever they need someone they
can trust to be caring, considerate and also discreet.

Born  this  Week

Installation & Repair
Commercial & Residential

24 Hour Service

5 Years Certification
Lic. #777780

FIRE TECH SYSTEMS

Ron Cody 559-903-0586
firetech1@comcast.net

(559) 645-0634  
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JEAN
BRINER
Today!

The Ranchos Independent

(559) 645-0634  
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Click on “Local News” at 

1. GEOGRAPHY: In what body of
water  are  the Maldive is lands
located?
2. COMICS: What is Superman's
dog named?
3. ROYALTY: In what famous
church were Prince Charles and
Lady Diana Spencer wed?
4. MOVIES: In what movie does the
character Popeye Doyle star?
5. ENTERTAINERS: Which come-
dian came up with the character
called "the hippy dippy weather-
man."
6. MUSIC: What is Elvis Costello's
birth name?
7. ADVERTISING: What company's
products are associated with Elsie
the Cow?
8. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which presi-
dent pledged a "New Deal" for the
United States?
9. LITERATURE: Who wrote the
novel "Dr. Zhivago"?
10. ANATOMY: What is a sarcoma?

1. Indian Ocean
2. Krypto
3. St. Paul's Cathedral
4. "The French Connection" - 

Gene Hackman
5. George Carlin
6. Declan Patrick McManus
7. Borden
8. Franklin Roosevelt
9. Boris Pasternak
10. Amalignant tumor in con-

nective tissue, bone or muscle

Answers

TRIVIA TEST
By Fifi Rodriguez
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Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

Nancy has been a Ranchos resident for 28 years and a full-time Real Estate Agent serving
the Ranchos for over 17 years. She is a member of the Madera and Fresno Multiple Listing
Service and is well known as a Top Producer. If you are interested in finding out the value
of your home or know someone looking for a home, Nancy can help. Let the dedicated,
experienced agent work for “You!”

2/08

A ranchos resident for 20 years, I am a full-time professional agent dedicated to 
serving our community’s Real Estate needs. Allow me to show you how stress-free sell-
ing or buying a home can be. I worry with the details so YOU don’t have to! Call me
today or visit me on the Web and allow me to demonstrate how I can serve you.

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

Realtor Associate

2/08

2/
08

Real Estate

To Advertise Call 645-0634

Nothing   increases   energy  efficiency
while reducing outside noise like award-
winning  Milgard  replacement  windows.
Locally made  and  serviced,  Milgard of-
fers an industry leading lifetime guarantee.
If your home is ready for a makeover, call
your certified Milgard dealer today.

SAVE ENERGY!

559-673-3583
CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Madera Glass & Mirror Co.
1825 Howard Rd.
Madera, CA 93637

The Milgard Makeover

Clearly a beautiful offer.

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME!
REDUCE STREET NOISE!

2/
08

FINANCING

AVAILABLE

O.A.C.

Click on “Local News” at 

Call the listing office for all of the amenities of any of these properties

431-7060 or 645-5450
call Paul Sobaje at Continental Realty

Beautiful custom home on 2.25 acres zoned for horses. Formal dining and breakfast nook, quality
kitchen, large bedrooms and master suite with spa tub and huge walk-in closet. High, unique ceil-
ings with skylights. Fireplace, quality floor coverings, tile roof, large covered patio and attached 3-
car garage. Also has detached garage, landscaping and fencing. In Golden Valley School District.

4 Bed 
2 Ba.

$475,000
16714 Road 37 

Continental Realty
P•R•E•S•E•N•T•S

2/08

3 Bed 
2 Ba.

$379,000
41210 Ave. 10 1/2

Spacious Rolling Hills home on 1/2 acre. Large family room with bay window, living
room, dining area with masonry fireplace and french doors. Aggregate flooring and newer
carpet. Sparkling pool, large covered patio, detached 2-car garage and perimeter fencing.
Located just minutes from North Fresno in a relaxing suburban setting.
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Real Estate

NEED MORE SPACE?NEED MORE SPACE?
barns big and small,

covers or shop buildings

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

POLE BARNS BY
S.J. LEACH CONSTRUCTION

many sizes and colors
from which to choose

559-269-1956559-269-1956
CCL #526211CCL #5262112/08

Bunkhouse Tonight” and Bob Wills’
“San Antonio Rose.” How about Tulare-
based musicians Maddox Brothers &
Rose, Tipton’s David Frizzle and right
up to Merle Haggard’s “Okie from
Muskogee” and Willie Nelson’s “Blue
Eyes Crying In the Rain.”

However, I must admit that this
music form has veered off into a stupid
sphere that tends to give the entire genre

a bad name, and I am speaking about
such songs as, “Thanks to the Cathouse
I'm in the Doghouse with You,” “How
can I Love You when You won't Come
Home” and “My Wife Ran Off with My
Best Friend and I Miss Him.”

I wish that I could assure you
that this latter and crude develop-
ment in the country music field is
fading, but the opposite is true as
attested by dozens of other hits, such
as: “I've Finally Hurt Her More than

She Loves Me,” “If I Kiss You will
You Go Away?” “I won't Set Out the
Silver for a Man Who won’t Say
Grace,” “You Feel Better All Over
than Anyplace Else,” “I’ll Love You
Forever or Until the Sun Comes Up
and it’s Motel Check-out Time,”
“Tonight She Gave Me More than
I’ve Been Missing,” “You Must
Think My Bed's a Bus Stop the Way
You Come and Go.”

And who  can  fo rge t :  “ I 'm

Going to Put  a  Bar in My Car and
Dr ive  Myse l f  to  Dr ink ,”  “You
Used to  Cal l  Me Kit ten Before
You Started Treating Me Like a
Dog,” “The Woman Who Walked
into My Heart  Just  Drove Out in
My Pickup Truck,” “My Old Flame
is  Burn ing  Down Another
Ca thouse  Tonigh t , ”  “Give  Your
Soul to Jesus but  Save the Rest
For Me,” and “I 've Been Flushed
from the Bathroom of Your Heart .”

WOODY cont. from P. 5

Kellner & Sons’ Properties • 559-297-3770
2/08

FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD - REDUCED
- @ 5946  E. McKenzie, Fresno. 3BD/2BA
in Clovis schools. Owners motivated -
make offer. $220,000.
DECORATED W/CLASS. 4BD/3BA.
2685 Cypress, Clovis. Designed for
entertaining. $559,000.

POTENTIAL COMMERCIAL - Ave.
18 1/2 & HWY 99. 16 ac. @ $200K
per acre. 46 ac. @ $100K per acre.

COMMERCIAL/LT. IND. - Corner lot.
Value in location, house sold “as is”.
17881 RD 24, Madera. $310,000.

10 ACRE ALMOND ORCHARD W/LOVE-
LY HOME - 4-year-old Nonpareil and
Aldrich trees with 4 BD/2 BA home. Ag
well. 7486 E. Nebraska, Selma. $499K 

Buyer should verify zoning, square footage, acreage  and schools.

398 ac.On Ave.15 at Rd.35.Williamson
Act. Owner/agent.$19,500/ac.

36 ac. pistachios @ $12,500/ac.
38 ac. pistachios @ $11,500/ac.
Owner/agent.

POMEGRANATES & FIGS Merced Co.
100 ac. productive Calimyrna figs -

60 ac. 2nd year pomegranates on one
parcel. Owner/agent $10,900/acre.

COMMERCIAL - 1+ ac. corner lot on
Avenue 12. Owner/agent. $500,000.

Commercial INDUSTRIAL - 15 ac. 3 houses, office
complex.RD 25 near Ave.12.$150K/ac.

INDUSTRIAL - 5 ac. w/house “as is”,
RD 25 north of Ave. 12. $600,000.

COMMERCIAL - WAREHOUSE FOR
LEASE @ HWY 99 and Golden State
Bl. 24,000 sq. ft. Call for details.

Featured Property

RIO MESA PROPERTY AVAILABLE

Ag Land

Homes

Tom Kellner Owner/Broker
559-706-3162 cell • www.kellnerproperties.com

Now affiliated with United Country Real Estate

DRE #00626107

LEASE/OPTION - 3 BD/2BA @ 36954
Sparta, Madera Ranchos. RV OK,
newer roof, fresh paint, alarm, sprin-
klers. Many extras. $284,500.

HISTORIC MARIPOSA COUNTY
HORSE/CATTLE RANCH – 200 AC.
Beautiful 4 BD/2.5 BA. Rock fireplace,
knotty pine floors. Wrap around porch
w/built-in gazebo for spectacular views.
HUGE barn w/concrete floor, plumbed
& wired to park big rig. Tri-Court for basketball, tennis and volleyball. Pool. Land
flat enough for many uses, including vineyard. ABUNDANT WATER. Williamson
Act. Two parcels/Two APN #’s. $3,500,000.

REDUCED!
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Classified
Alteration Services

Molly’s Alterations - 35 years experi-
ence - Tailoring, repairs, and leathers.
Fast service. Located at 36619 Ave. 12
or call 645-5527. Ask for Madlin.

Caregiver Needed

Live-in Caregiver Needed - Female only for
elderly woman. Calif. Driver’s License required.
Full time. Call 645-1200 or 285-8211 (cell).

Carpet Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning - Pinnacle Carpet Care
Quality carpet and upholstery dry cleaning.
15% OFF with mention of this ad. Call Bruce
at 559-676-0760.

Construction

New construction, remodels, room additions,
barns and patios. Call 559-970-4476.

For Rent

For Rent - Office for rent on Avenue 12. 400
sq. ft. Utilities paid. $600 per month. Call 999-
9005.

For Rent - House for rent on Avenue 12. 2,200
sq. ft. $1,600 per month. Call 999-9005.

For Rent - House for rent. 3 bed/2 bath. $1,250
per month. $1,300 deposit. Near Road 36 and
Avenue 16 1/2. Call 1-800-806-4169 for
details. Ask for Mel.

For Sale

For Sale – Black Sonar drum set. 2003
w/crash & ride cymbals - $300. Like new sta-
tionary bike - $100. Like new Ride
Snowboard 143 cm w/bindings, bag, & hel-
met - $200. TSA weight bench excel. cond. -
$50. Days 559-645-0679  or eves. 232-4801.

For Sale – Horses AQHA mares in foal, will
produce only Palomino or buckskin only. Call
559-645-5290 or 559-304-5073.

For Sale – Pool Table 2008. Never used in
crate. 8’ Professional, leather pockets. 1”
slate. Cost $3,500, sacrifice $975. Can deliv-
er. Call 559-230-0486.

For Sale - 2008 Hot Tub. Brand new! Loaded,
ozonator, therapy seats, full warranty. Sacrifice

$2,475. Can deliver. Call 559-360-9047.

For Sale - Bedroom Set. Solid wood. Chest,
dresser/mirror, nightstand, sleigh bed. New in
boxes. All dovetailed! Cost $8K sacrifice
$1,875. Call 559-438-0248.

For Sale – Queen PILLOWTOP
mattress/box. Cost $600 sacrifice $195.
Brand new with warranty. King cost $700 sac-
rifice $295. Call 559-447-5066.

For Sale – $295 all new King PILLOWTOP
mattress/box. Never used w/warranty. Cost
$700 sacrifice $295. Call 559-438-0248.

For Sale - Dining Room Set - Beautiful solid
cherrywood double pedestal table w/2 leaves, 6
chairs, 4-door china cabinet w/touch lighting.
Cost $8,000 sacrifice $1,950. Matching buffet
$450. Call 559-277-2511.

Gutter Services

The Gutter Doctor specializing in both contin-
uous and standard rain gutters. Unusual jobs. Air
conditioning service also available. Yearly clean-
ing. 29 years working in the area. Call 559-822-
2759.

Gutter Cleaning Service - Call for esti-
mate. 559-479-6216 or 559-474-3829.

Help Wanted

Help Wanted - Student for approximately 4
hours per week for yardwork in Madera
Ranchos. $8.50 per hour. Call 645-4201.

Handyman Services

Rancho Handyman - You need the Rancho
Handyman. Call Ohan for estimates for fencing,
electrical and plumbing jobs. Call 645-6924.

Housecleaning

Jeannie’s Housecleaning – Ranchos area.
Business owner over 10 years. Reasonable
rates, good references. Will do blinds, fans and
laundry. Fast and thorough. Call 801-2391 or
645-4117.

Investment & Loans

Money To Loan Service – Oro Financial. Able
to loan today. Credit not a problem. Cash for
trust deeds. Mobile home on land. Call 438-
9999.

Painting Services

Gerald Scheffing Painting. “Best in the
West” for over 35 years. Call 674-2320.
Lic. #313070.

Spa Service

Spa repair, maintenance, service and
transport. Jet tub repair also. Call Dave at
Mr. Wrench Spa Repair 474-3224.

Tractor Services

Tractor work, discing, rototilling, weed cut-
ting. Bobcat work, drilling post holes, trees,

trenching and clean ups. Call Neal at 645-1200
or 285-8211.

Tractor work, house pads, lot level-
ing, driveways, trenching, concrete
work and underground utilities installed.
Call 559-970-4476 or 559-645-1500.

Tractor work, lot discing, mowing and
scraping. Call Thomas at 645-6068.

Tractor discing, grading, mowing,
trenching, drilling, home irrigation sys-
tems. Call Tomas at 645-4932.

Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning special. Most windows $5
inside/out. Screen and track included. Prices
may vary for non-standard windows. Hard
water stain and cobweb removal available.
Fully insured. Call Nick at 285-1723.
Free estimates .

SUDOKU

Click on “Local News” at 

SAY YOU SAW IT IN
The Ranchos

Independent

(c) 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.(c) 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Keep it Simple ...Keep it Simple ...
... with simply the best hand-made
aprons available in the Universe ...
... with simply the best hand-made
aprons available in the Universe ...

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

... fully reversible and made right here in
the U.S.A. from your choice of material.

U.S.A. made, fully
reversible and classic -
yet functional - styling

with your choice of
material on each side.

Two aprons for the
price of one!

To order today
call 208-855-0830

or
build your own at

The Unisex Adjustable

only

30$ 00
+ S&H

(PLUS sizes available)2/
08
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©The Unisex Adjustable©

The Classic ReversibleThe Classic Reversible ©©
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