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Liberty High School’s Architecture, Construction
and Engineering (A.C.E.) Mentor Program

took on four other high schools from
Fresno County in a mock building
project proposal competition
at Fresno State, judged by
professionals in the building
and educational fields.

The team, Liberty’s first
ever, came away with the
top prize and the respect
of the other schools
and judges.
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By Ellen Mester

If you’ve everwondered howour emer-
gency personnel would handle specific dis-
asters in our community, then rest assured.
Sheriff JohnAnderson, the Office of Emer-
gency Services, and Station 19 have a plan,
which they presented on Feb. 23 at the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center. It’s called the
“Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 2010” writ-
ten and compiled by severalMadera County
departments. SheriffAnderson, Undersheriff
Frank Benard, OES Coordinator Janet
Stanovich, and CalFire Chris Christofferson
presented different disaster scenarios and
how they would be mitigated. Their presen-
tations were very informative, and most im-
portantly, they were reassuring. California
has such awide variety of potential disasters
or hazards as well as plenty of experience in
dealingwith them, that our state has become
a leader, helping other areas of the county
and other nations in disaster mitigation.

Some of the hazards affecting our area
that were discussed in the presentations and
the questions following were: dam failures,
toxic chemical spills, wildfires, under-
ground gas line explosion, volcanic erup-
tion, earthquake, and acts of terrorism. One
of the most fearful acts of terrorism would

be an electromagnetic pulse set off above
the earth that could knock out ALL elec-
tronic equipment for a large portion of the
West Coast resulting in no communication
as we know it. Questions arose regarding
the establishment of a location in the com-
munity where citizens could seek informa-
tion, first aid, shelter, food andwater if such
an event occurred. Sheriff Anderson sug-
gested Liberty High School as a likely loca-
tion although nothing has been officially set
yet. Undersheriff Benard encouraged all cit-
izens to have a personal plan for their fam-
ily that includes having a week’s supply of
food and water on hand always, safe loca-
tions for family to gather and which neigh-
bors to contact. The best defense he said is
to know your neighbors and keep your eyes
and ears open all the time. Don’t hesitate to
call the Sheriff’s Department if something
looks suspicious.

This event was hosted by The Citizens
Advisory Committee of Madera Ranchos
and was held at the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center. Approximately 30 people attended.
If you would like to learn more about the
CitizensAdvisory Committee (CAC) please
join us on the lastWednesday of eachmonth
at the Ranchos Library at 6 p.m. Everyone
is welcome.

Updating Ranchos Disaster Plan

Who’s the Ranchos’ Next Mayor?

Honorary Mayoral Candidates (from left) Mark Kelner, Mike Nolte, Aris Fotopoulos, Jim Santa
Cruz, Carla Hart, Tom Hurst, Bill Prince (representing Bill Cosner), and Audrey Stock. Not pictured
is Vince Guthrie.

If you’ve been wondering what all the
talk about the Ranchos needing a “Mayor”
has been about, it’s all in the name of good
fun and helping local charities. The Ranchos
Kiwanis is sponsoring the event that will cul-
minate on Flatlanders Day. Nine “candidates”

representing various charitable organizations
in the Ranchos are soliciting for “votes” at $1
each, with the person with the most money
being named Mayor. Twenty-five cents of
every dollar goes to theKiwanis and the other
75 goes to the charities represented. Vote!

Increase from 2008 to 2010 in excess of 20,000 percent

In their ongoing efforts to battle the illicit drug trade throughout Madera
County, agents with the Madera County Narcotic Enforcement Team (MADNET)
have just released their annual report for 2010 showing, in some cases, a huge
spike in recorded drug seizures, most notably in marijuana. The report shows a
growth from less than 67 pounds of processed marijuana seized in 2008 to more
than 14,000 pounds seized in 2010.

In 2010 alone, a record number of drugs were seized. They include:

While Cocaine and Heroin seizures dropped somewhat from years past,
Madera County experienced a spike in the number of marijuana plants found
growing illegally on both private and public lands as well as processed mari-
juana:

Between January and December of 2010, MADNET successfully seized close to
$500 million in drugs and made nearly 70 arrests. Sheriff John Anderson believes the
spike in drug seizures – specifically marijuana – can probably be attributed to an ever
growing number of drug trafficking organizations moving into Central California. In
looking at these numbers, Anderson credits the aggressive efforts of MADNET (with
assistance from our county’s Gang Enforcement Team, MADGET, our Regional SWAT
Team, and Fish & Game) for successfully finding and shutting down these drug opera-
tions.

Agents worked together to carry out a number of investigations throughout the moun-
tain communities of EasternMadera County as well as on theValley floor in bothMadera
and Chowchilla. MADNET, MADGET and Madera County’s Regional SWAT team are
each made up of sworn personnel pooled from all law enforcement agencies operating in
Madera. Those agencies include: the Sheriff’s Department, Chowchilla Police, Madera
Police, California Highway Patrol, Probation, Department of Corrections and the District
Attorney’s Office. Anderson said the combined support is vital to our continued battle
against illegal drugs in our county, and that without our agencies working together we
could never tackle the size and scope of drug trafficking organizations operating inMadera
County.

MADNET and MADGET operate under a single Commander assigned to
Madera County from California Department of Justice Bureau of Narcotic En-
forcement.

Anyone with any information regarding suspicious drug activity in Madera
County can always call MADNET’s 24-hour tip line at 559-657-7776.

Marijuana in Madera County:
2010 Breaks All Previous Records

DRUG AMOUNT TOTALVALUE
HEROIN 11.8 grams $1,115
COCAINE 41.0 grams $3,840
METHAMPHETAMINE 3,877.1 grams $379,870
MARIJUANA (processed) 6,400,395.2 grams $37,009.351
MARIJUANA (plants) 173,782 plants $434,455,000
STEROIDS 2 vials $40
METHADONE 5 tablets $25
DIZAEPAM 2 tablets $10
HYDROCODONE 15.5 tablets $310

Marijuana plants eradicated from 2008 – 2010
2008 2009 2010
126,712 131,217 173,782

2008 2009 2010
30,119.7 grams 30,319.2 grams 6,400,935.2 grams

(nearly 67 pounds) (nearly 67 pounds) (nearly 14,100 pounds)

Processed Marijuana seized from 2008 – 2010
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Nearly
5 million
U.S. homes
already rely
on clean, safe
propane ...

Propane is an approved,
clean fuel listed in the
1990 Clean Air Act and
the Energy Policy Act
of 1992.

Propane is one of the cleanest burning of
all fossil fuels, is nontoxic and is not
harmful to soil or water.

What are YOU waiting for?

WIN FREE PROPANE!

NAME _________________________________
ADDRESS ______________________________
CITY _______________ STATE ____ ZIP ______
PHONE ________________________________
AVAILABLE BETWEEN JULY 1 - AUG. 31, 2011 • MUST BE A VALLEY PROPANE CUSTOMER

WIN250GALLONSOFPROPANE

MAIL TO: Val ley Propane • PO Box 125 • Mendota, CA 93640

PROUDLY
SERVING

THE
MADERA
RANCHOS

SERVINGALL THERANCHOS’PROPANENEEDS

Propane fulfills energy
needs by burning
cleanly and efficiently,
giving you more
value for your
energy dollar.

••     FFRREEEE  LLEEAAKK  TTEESSTT  ••    FFRREEEE  TTAANNKK  RREENNTTAALL  FFIIRRSSTT  YYEEAARR    ••
Service you can trust at prices you can afford! We are locally owned.

Propane is used for furnaces, water
heaters, air conditioners, outdoor
grills, fireplaces and appliances.

4/
11

www.The Ranchos.com
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By Ellen Mester

May 14 is rapidly approaching, which means the Flatlanders Day Parade and Craft
Show! This is the 21st year for Flatlanders Day which originated as a Grand Opening for
the Ranchos Library in October, 1990. The first parade began at Webster School and
marched down 36 1/2 to Berkshire and then to the Maywood Shopping Center for the rib-
bon-cutting ceremony to open the new library. Over the years, the event expanded to include
a craft showwhich now takes upmost of the parking lot. The parade was moved toAvenue
12 to give wider berth for the floats, horses, fire trucks and larger crowds of onlookers. This
year’s event will include all of that PLUS the Firemen’s Chili Cook-Off, Blood Drive for
Lexi, pet adoption, and of course a book sale. The theme will be “Community Pride.” All
of the proceeds for the Craft Show go to the Friends of the Ranchos Library. It is our major
fundraiser of the year. The Parade portion is sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of
Commerce that does an excellent job coordinating the closure ofAvenue 12, arranging tro-
phies, sponsors and advertising. We are so grateful to all the businesses and individuals
from both the Friends and the Chamber who work so hard to make this event happen each
year.

Elect Bill Cosner for Honorary Mayor
The Honorary Mayor of the Ranchos will be an-

nounced at Flatlander’s Day. Please vote for The Friends of
the Ranchos Library nominee, Bill Cosner. Bill is the
chairman for the MD-10a Water District Committee, a
long-time resident of the Ranchos and husband of our li-
brary assistant, Barbara Cosner. His slogan is “Reading
Cures Ignorance!” He agrees with JohnWaynewho once
said, ”Life is difficult, but it’s more difficult if you are
stupid.” Please show your support for Bill by casting
dollar votes in his campaign jar at the library.

Next up – Summer Reading Program 2011
Mark your calendars for June 16 if you have

children between the ages of 3 to 12 years. The title of the
program is “One World, Many Stories” and the theme centers on cultural di-

versity and travel. Our kick-off party begins that Thursday from noon to 5 p.m. with
games from 14 countries set at each station throughout the library. There will be a flag
from each country plus a volunteer who will monitor each station. We even have an Ital-
ian gelato stand planned! Everyone who participates will receive a reading log packet
and a small prize. Then each Thursday for the following six weeks, we will host a spe-
cial performer or activity plus our Dragon Drawing for a special prize. All this fun is to
encourage kids to read during the summer. Studies show that children will retain more of
what was learned over the previous school year just by stimulating the brain through
reading. Reading also improves vocabulary and communication skills. It’s so important
to keep children reading over the summer that libraries across the nation plan and prepare

for the Summer Reading Program six to nine months in advance every year. And yes,
these programs are free. They are sponsored by non-profit groups, businesses and indi-
viduals in the Ranchos community.Why do we do it?We do it because we care about chil-
dren and because we know that they are our future.

Our regular programs, such as Pre-school Story Time and After School Wednesday
programs, will be on vacation over the summer and will begin again in September.

Book Recommendations
Juvenile Picture Book: The Story of the Easter Bunny by Sheila Black.As the small-

est and youngest bunny in his family, Early wasn’t good at many things except telling sto-
ries, watching butterflies and daydreaming. His siblings often
said he should have been named Late, instead of Early, because
he was so slow. But Early had a tender heart and cared about
others. All the rabbits had heard about the most famous rabbit
of all—The Easter Bunny—but only Aunt Sofia had actually
ever seen him. Nonetheless, when they heard that the Easter
Bunny was getting old and would soon pick his successor,
they all dreamed of being chosen—even little Early. One cold
winter day in the middle of a blizzard, an old stranger comes
to their burrow looking for food and shelter. All the rabbits
shun him, except Early who offers him his bed and food for
the night. In the morning he finds a bright green egg but no
sign of the stranger. I’m sure you can guess who becomes the cho-
sen successor for the Easter Bunny. It’s a sweet story for all ages.

Adult Non-fiction: Eats, Shoots & Leaves: the Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctua-
tion by Lynne Truss. The cover shows two panda bears, one holding a gun while walking

away, the other trying to erase the comma in the title. This bookwas
a British bestseller in 2004 and sad to say, I’ve just gotten around
to reading it. It’s wonderful, funny and oh-so true! Ms. Truss, in
pure British humor, shows how the incorrect usage of punctuation
can change EVERYTHING. Here’s just one example:

“Awoman, without her man, is nothing.”
“Awoman: without her, man is nothing.”
Ms. Truss believes that not only are “… punctuation marks

traffic signals of language but that they are a courtesy designed
to help readers to understand a story without stumbling.” This
gives me such a new appreciation for using punctuation marks
correctly. I encourage everyone to enjoy this book and in doing
so, learn something.

Check out these books andmore at the Ranchos Library,
37167 Avenue 12, Madera. 645-1214. Check our website www.madera-

countylibrary.org for current hours and furlough day closures. And don’t forget your library
card – don’t leave home without it.

The Bookshelf

Flatlanders Craft Show History All About the Ranchos Library

SVEDKA VODKA 750 ML .................................... $9.99
BACARDI LIGHT & DARK 750 ML ........................$9.99
SAUZA GOLD, SILVER 750 ML ....................... $10.99
CAPTAIN MORGAN 750 ML ............................ $12.99
CROWN ROYAL 750 ML .................................. $19.99
PATRON SILVER 375 ML ................................. $19.99

3 LITER BOX WINE (as low as) .......................... $3.99
REX GOLIATH 750 ML ........................................ $4.99
BAREFOOT WINE 1.5 L .................................... $9.99*
(*when you buy two or $1 more on single bottles)
CLOS DU BOIS CHARDONNAY ......................... $9.99
CLOS DU BOIS MERLOT, CAB SAV ............... $11.99

BUD & COORS 18-PAK (cans or bottles) ....... $10.99
SIERRA NEVADA 12-PAK ................................ $12.99
CORONA 12-PAK .............................................. $12.99
KEYSTONE LT 30-PAK .................................... $12.99

ALL 12-PAK SODAS ............................................ $4.49

PRICES +TAX, CRV • PRICESSUBJECTTOCHANGE • EXP. 5-31-11
Mon-Sat 8 a.m. - 10 p.m. Sun 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

HHeerree’’ss  wwhhaatt  yyoouurr  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  nneeiigghhbboorrss
aarree  ssaayyiinngg  aabboouutt  RRaanncchhooss  TToowwnn  &&  CCoouunnttrryy::

BBEESSTT  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  ··  BBEESSTT  SSEELLEECCTTIIOONN
BBEESSTT  PPRRIICCEESS

“Love the new Ranchos Town & Country. Huge selection, very friendly,
my new store to shop at.” Debbie. B.
“Their service and prices, outstanding. Top of the line in sales and service”

Jeff C.
“Great prices, friendly people to do business with and cold beer.”

Martin M.
“Friendly people, great customer service and always greet you by
name. I love coming here.” Brandon Y.

4/
11
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By Randy Bailey

In Chicago, on the West Side, is a
public school called the Little Village
Academy. Just this month it came to
light that they had passed a rule there
that its students were not allowed to
bring lunches packed from home – un-
less they had a medical excuse, of
course – and that its students must eat
the cafeteria food provided by the
school.

Why? Just ask the Principal, Elsa
Carmona.

“Nutrition wise, it is better for the
children to eat at the school,” Carmona
said.

So, nutrition wise, it’s better for
the children to be forced to eat school
food. But, in the interest of the chil-
dren, guess what Principal Carmona
and the Little Village Academy think is
a viable alternative for the kids who
don’t want to eat the school food? Ac-
cording to the Chicago Tribune, “At
Little Village, most students must take
the meals served in the cafeteria or go
hungry or both.”

Well, there you have it. Meals from
home are so detrimental that it would
be better for a child to go hungry than
eat something prepared by his or her
Mom or Dad. In the infinite wisdom of
Chicago-area academics, a hungry
child is preferred to a nutritionally
challenged child. And what if the meal

prepared from home was better nutri-
tionally? Say Mom or Dad had a PhD
in nutrition and provided a far superior
lunch to the school, know what would
happen to it? Not allowed. And do you
know why?

They know better, that’s why.
In the Tribune story, one Little Vil-

lage Academy parent, Miguel Medina,
likes the school’s “no home lunch” pol-
icy. “The school food is very healthy,”
he said, “and when they bring the food
from home, there is no control over the
food.”

Ahhh … control.
This stuff is coming from the top.

In December of last year, First Lady
Michelle Obama said that when it
comes to deciding what our kids
should and shouldn’t be eating, well,
“We can’t just leave it up to the par-
ents.”

The arguments in favor of handing
our children over to the state are usu-
ally couched in discussions like, “Well,
there are some really bad parents out
there …” It’s time to shed some light
on that myth once and for all and drive
a stake through its miserable heart.
Yes, there are some really bad parents
out there and, unfortunately, they are
the ones who usually make the news.

But they are the exceptions, not the
rule.

Believe it or not, and I know I’m
going to lose a lot of Liberal readers

They’re Coming for Our Kids

"We will preserve for our
children this,
the last best

hope of man
on earth, or

we will
sentence

them to take
the first step

into a thousand
years of

darkness."

Editorial

with this one, but the vast majority of
parents only want the best for their
kids. They don’t want a village raising
their children. They don’t want some-
one deciding what’s “best” for their
child at lunch time. They don’t want
their child to have to get a doctor’s
note to take a Midol, but not be in-
formed if their under-aged daughter
has an abortion. The list goes on and
on.

The problem with Liberals, or
“Progressives,” their self-defining title
de jour, is that they always know better
than you or I. If we would all just shut
up, go along with their plans for our
kids, our community and our society as
a whole, the world would be an infi-
nitely better place. Just ask them.

Then shut up.



Click on “Local News” at

Generosity comes in various
forms: people give of their time and
money, and they share their homes
and hearts. I hear stories about peo-
ple who give thousands and even
millions to people in need, but what
about the person who only has 50
bucks to their name until their next
check, but they still make it a point
to give half of that to someone who
doesn’t even have 20.

My parents are those kinds of
people. Whether they are sitting
pretty, or tightening their belts, they
always make sure to give what they
can to others whether it is paying
for a new garage door for their
mother, repairing a brother ’s roof,
or building a shelving unit for a sis-
ter who can hardly walk. Once they
even allowed a weary traveler to
stay in their home to rest before
heading back out on the road;
benevolence at
its best.

And this
feeling of obli-
gation to help
our fellow broth-
ers and sisters
doesn’t just exist
within my par-
ents, but my grandparents as well.
After we lost my Grandma, while
doing the heartbreaking task of
tying up the loose ends of her life
by closing accounts, cancelling
magazine subscriptions and packing
up her house, the family came upon
a stack of charities that she would
consistently give to. My Grams did
not have a fat wallet, but she cer-
tainly had an enormous capacity for
generosity. Having been raised by
such loving and giving people, and
learning that my Grams was so phil-
anthropic, I decided it was time to
follow suit.

I began my benevolent journey
at the gas station. I am constantly
approached by someone with a sad
story asking me for cash. I might
toss them a couple bucks and go on
my way if I have it and they caught
me in a giving mood. This day, I de-
cided to channel the giving nature
of my family and do more. When
this woman approached me with a
story about her misfortune, stolen
wallet, empty gas tank and home all
the way in Bakersfield, I thought to
myself, “This is your chance to try
on your benevolent hat.” I may not

The Gift that Keeps on Giving

have a lot of money to spend, but I
could afford a tank of gas – well,
maybe half a tank with current gas
prices. So I asked her where her car
was and told her I would be happy
to fill her tank. Surprised, she
smiled at me with tears in her eyes
and pointed to a little beater car
parked along the cement wall of the
gas station. I helped her push her
car up to the pump and filled her
tank. She thanked me profusely and

went on her way.
I’ll be hon-

est. I didn’t
think that some-
thing so simple
would have such
a great effect on
me, but it did. It
felt good to help

someone, and although I wasn’t able
to buy the shoes I had set out to pur-
chase that day, I know that she
needed that money more than me.
That good feeling stayed with me
for the rest of the week. I imagined
that woman pulling into her drive-
way and hugging her family and
thought to myself, “Giving made me
feel better than the new peep toe,
sling back heels that I had my eye
on would have.” When faced with a
similar situation near my work, I
decided I would give it another go
around. A tattered man in dingy rags
sat under a tree holding a crooked
sign that read, “Homeless, Hungry,
Hurting, Please Help. God Bless.” I
thought if ever the good Lord is
sending me a sign to give and con-
tinue my charitable acts, this was it.
I had just swung through the drive
through and picked myself up a
burger, fries and a shake. I had
brought my lunch to work, but I just
didn’t want the dry sandwich and
yogurt I packed, so I jumped in my
car and went for a burger. Waiting
to turn out of the parking lot is

“This is why my parents
do it; this is why my Grand-
mother did it. It feels good to
help others.”
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Please see GEN WHY on P. 13
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FREE GAS CARD W/ PURCHASE

(can’t be combined with any other offer • expires 5-31-11)

• $10 CARD WITH $75 to $99 PURCHASE
• $15 CARD WITH $100 to $149 PURCHASE

• $20 CARD WITH $150 or MORE PURCHASE

contact lenses & fittings • sunglasses • sports glasses • repairs
designer frames • since 1973 • ALWAYS free adjustments!

4/
11
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Saturday, May 21 • 4 - 8 p.m.
CAR SHOW REGISTRATION: Pre-registration is only $25. Your registration includes entry into the Car Show, a FREE Tri-
Tip sandwich & drink dinner, a FREE event T-shirt and the opportunity to win one of many trophies! For additional informa-
tion, call Stacy at 645-4320.

DRAWINGS

CARNIVALCOMMITTEECHOICE

BEST OF
SHOW

STUDENT’SCHOICE

FOOD

DJ

FUN

CAKE
WALK

ROCKWALL

BOUNCEHOUSE BINGO

MORE!

GAMES

4/
11
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Tonight I was Internet surfing
(channel surfing to a TV addict) to
do some research for this month’s
article when I came across a web-
site, “National Day of …”

Every day of the year is “Na-
tional Day” of something. Tomor-
row is National Sibling day – I’ll
see my sister in the morning at
church and lunch afterward – and
I’m going to call my brother in the
afternoon. I love the text for Sib-
ling Day: “Siblings are like the
best friends we never asked for,
but are really glad we have.” I
hope that is your feeling for all of
you that have siblings. And tell
them as often as you can because
tomorrow may be too late – believe
me as I am living proof of that!

I was looking for Peanut Butter
Day. I found Jan. 24 is National
Peanut Butter Day; April 2 was Na-
tional Peanut Butter & Jelly Day;
June 13 is National Peanut Butter
Cookie Day; and November is Na-
tional Peanut Butter Month.

George Washington Carver dis-
covered 300 uses for peanuts. He
started popularizing uses for
peanuts, including peanut butter,
paper, ink and oils beginning in
1880. Carver didn’t patent peanut
butter because he believed food
products were gifts from God.

Which came first, Jif or Skippy
peanut butter? Neither! Joseph
Rosenfield invented a churning
process that made smooth peanut
butter. In 1928 he licensed his in-
vention to the Pond Company, the
makers of Peter Pan peanut butter
(Picky people pick Peter Pan
peanut butter; it’s the peanut butter
picky people pick). In 1932 Rosen-
field began making his own brand
of peanut butter called Skippy
which included a crunchy style
peanut butter. In 1955, Proctor &
Gamble entered the peanut butter
business by acquiring the W. T.
Young Foods, makers of Big Top
Peanut Butter. They introduced Jif
in 1958 and now operate the
world’s largest peanut butter plant
– churning out 250,000 jars every
day.

My condolences to all of us
Skippy fans, but Jif is the winner –
91,250,000 jars of Jif are sold each
year, but only 90,000,000 jars of
Skippy are sold annually. THAT IS

A LOT OF PEANUT BUTTER!
There are so many ways to

have peanut butter. PB&J sand-
wiches are probably the most pop-
ular, with peanut butter cookies
coming in second. Then there is PB
on celery (when you can afford
celery), on crackers, pizza crust ,
waffles, and how about on a slice
of apple. Or my favorite, on a
toasted cinnamon raisin bagel?

We have a dear friend we met
when we started going to the
church we now attend in Clovis. A
few years ago she and her husband
down sized and moved to Madera
to be closer to their family. Bea
sent me a couple of peanut butter
recipes I want to pass on.

C o c o n u t P e a n u t B u t t e r
Banana Nut Bread

1 ½ C All Purpose Flour
1 C Sugar
1 ½ tsp Baking Powder
½ tsp Baking Soda
½ tsp Salt
2 Eggs (well beaten)
1 C Mashed Ripe Bananas (2

large)
½ C Melted Butter
1 C Creamy Peanut Butter
1 T Vanilla
1 C Chopped Walnuts
½ C Thinly Sliced Maraschino

Cherries
1 C Shredded Coconut
In a large bowl, mix flour,

sugar, baking powder, soda and
salt. Mix well and set aside.

In a small mixing bowl, beat
eggs, bananas, peanut butter, but-
ter and vanilla. Beat with mixer
until creamy smooth. Gradually
add dry ingredients mixing well .
Fold in coconut, nuts and cherries.
Pour into a 9x5x3 loaf pan. Bake at
350 for 55 to 60 minutes or until
tested near the center with tooth
pick and it comes out clean.

Peanut Butter Dip
(Good on sliced apples and

Fruit Breads)
1 8 oz. container Sour Cream

by Jean Briner

PB&Everything!

Click on “Local News” at

Domestic Pump Units • Complete Pumping Units
Residential & Agriculture
REPAIRS & NEW UNITS

we can often rebuild your parts and offer a warranty • solid warranties on all new products

Serving the San Joaquin Valley for over 50 years
focused on saving YOUmoney!

email: cwdmanager@hotmail.com fax: 559-441-1894

for help with your well today call:
Sean Naffziger 559-217-0500
Anthony Galvan 559-917-0553
Ryan Jones 559-351-4513 4/

11

Dry Cleaning for the Ranchos

Signature Cleaners 435-0902
Blackstone at Nees right off of Highway 41 132 W. Nees, Fresno

Dry Cleaning • Alterations
Laundry • Suits & Dresses

Owner Sook Hong
35 years experience

One Day Service

Mon - Fri 7 - 7
Sat 8 - 4

Closed Sundays

4/
11

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
Please see RECIPE on P. 13
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Click on “Local News” at
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BALLOONS

vendors

drawings

1/2 OFF ALL DAY*
(*Flatlanders Day, May 14, 2011 Only)

refreshments

visitus at

Chaparral • Centurion • Harris Pontoons
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent

By Audrey Stock

Hi neighbors,
In the last month’s Independent I

put out the invitation to come one,
come all to the Ranchos/Hills Sen-
iors Annual Home and Garden Festi-
val and by golly you came! I want to
thank the people of our community
for making all of the seniors’ hard
work pay off. With a special thank
you to all of the vendors. People re-
ally had a nice selection from which
to look and shop. The Ranchos/Hills
Seniors made a little over $5,000 at
the event, which will keep the Sen-
ior Center operating. For those of
you that don’t know, the Ran-
chos/Hills Senior Center is owned
and operated by the seniors of this
community. Since I was the chair-
man of the Home
and Garden Festi-
val this year I re-
ally learned a lot
and I am glad
that it was a suc-
cess.

Saturday April
16 was another
busy day for the
R a n c h o s / H i l l s
Seniors. Our Pres-
ident, Mike Thom-
son, organized a
bicycle ride as a
fundraiser for the
R a n c h o s / H i l l s
Seniors about
three years ago.
Each year more
bicycle riders have signed up to ride.
This year 100 bicycle riders from all
over signed up to ride. They started
out from the Senior Center on one of
the four routes that were laid out by
Mike. President Mike worked hard to
make this year ’s ride the best ride
yet. There is a lot of planning that
goes into one of these rides. When
the bicycle riders finish their ride
they come to the Senior Center for a
homemade lunch and prizes that
Mike and his committee had col-
lected.

While the Bicycle Ride was hap-
pening at the Ranchos/Hills Senior
Center, across the street at the Ran-
chos Market the Ranchos Kiwanis
club was having a vendor event to
showcase all of the mayor candi-
dates. There are 10 candidates run-

ning to become the honorary mayor
of the Ranchos at the May 14 Flat-
landers Day Parade. Since I was cho-
sen by the Ranchos/Hills Seniors as
their candidate to run for Honorary
Mayor of the Ranchos, I was at the
Ranchos Kiwanis event asking for
people’s votes. The Kiwanis event
really turned out very well and I col-
lected a lot of votes. If you missed
my article about the mayor’s race in
the last issue of the Independent, I
will tell you again how it works. Ten
different non-profit organizations
are running candidates for the hon-
orary mayor position. Every vote
costs $1 and each organization keeps
75 cents and gives the Ranchos Ki-
wanis 25 cents for their children-
centered projects. The dollars will
be counted on May 5 to see which

organization has
collected the most
dollars. The
mayor candidate
with the most
votes will be
crowned the Hon-
orary Mayor and
ride in the Flat-
landers Day Pa-
rade on May 14.
If you see me out
and about come
by with your dol-
lars and help out
the Ranchos/Hills
Seniors. Make
me, Audrey
Stock, the Ran-
chos Honorary

Mayor for 2011.
I have been too busy to vis i t

our Golden Val ley Schools as I
usually try to, so I don’t have much
to tell about our schools except this
is a very busy time of the year for
a l l teachers and students . I t i s a
t ime for tes t ing and Easter Vaca-
t ion. This school year is a lmost
over and there are sti l l many things
lef t to accomplish. The committee
that is put t ing on the Sober Grad
Night a t Liber ty High st i l l needs
gif ts and money to make June 2,
2011 a safe and sane night for the
Liberty graduates. You can drop off
gif ts and money at the Golden Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce off ice
as Randy Bailey is the Chairman in
charge of the Sober Grad Night this
year.

Mayors, Parades and Sober Grads
The Stock Report

The committee that is put-
ting on the Sober Grad Night
at Liberty High sti l l needs
gifts and money to make June
2, 2011 a safe and sane night
for the Liberty graduates. You
can drop off gif ts and money
at the Golden Valley Chamber
of Commerce office as Randy
Bailey is the Chairman in
charge of the Sober Grad
Night this year.
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ByCarla Hart

“Kiwanis International is a global or-
ganization of volunteers dedicated to chang-
ing theworld one child and one community at
a time.”

The Ranchos Kiwanis Honorary
Mayor’s Race is turning out to be quite a suc-
cessful endeavor with two fun events having
taken place to promote it in April. The
Mayor’s kickoff officially began onApril 2 at
the Ranchos Hills Senior Center Home and
Garden Show and on April 16 the Ranchos
Kiwanis hosted the Mayor’s Craft Fair in the
parking lot of Ranchos Market (thank you,
David Hill!). Both events featured lots of
food, entertainment, games, crafts and an op-
portunity to get out and meet the nine candi-
dates and cast your votes theirway.Thankyou
to everyone who so generously donated their
money and efforts to make these two events
so successful. Be sure to visit our website at
www.ranchoskiwanis.com for photos and
videos of the event.

Hopefully everyone has had a chance to
meet with the candidates and lend them your

support. If not, there’s still time to vote. Re-
member, one vote = $1 and the candidatewith
the most money wins. The votes will be
countedonMay5at theRanchosPizzaFactory
and thewinnerwill ride in the float at the Flat-
landersDayParade.Twenty-fivepercentof the
proceeds go to the Kiwanis Club and we, in
turn, give those dollars right back to the com-
munity. Seventy-five percent of the contribu-
tions go to the nonprofits. Yours truly is the
Kiwanis nominee so feel free to buy lots of
votes.Dropyourmoney intomycute little bird
houses at your favoriteRanchos establishment
likeTrophies,Gifts&AwardsbyHartPhotog-
raphy,BeautyClub,Crafter’sCove,S&KMar-
ket, Pizza Factory and Ranchos Market. You
can also vote by check or money order made
out toRanchosKiwanis at POBox37221Ave
12 Suite #1C-29, Madera, CA 93636. Please
indicate “Vote for Carla” on the check. Candi-
dates are: Bill Cosner (Friends of the Library),
Aris Fotopoulos (Liberty Baseball) Vince
Guthrie (Golden Valley Chamber of Com-
merce), Carla Hart (Ranchos Kiwanis), Tom
Hurst (Liberty Golf club), Mark Kelner (Ran-
chos Volunteer Fire Dept.), Mike Nolte (Lib-
erty Football), Jim Santa Cruz (RYFFootball)

andAudrey Stock (RanchosHills Seniors).
TheKiwanisE-Waste recycling event the

weekend of February 12-13 raised $2,000
which will support the needs of Boy Scouts
Troop 118, Cadet Corp and LHS Virtual En-
terprise Club. Also in February, the club do-
nated library books to the Golden Valley
UnifiedSchoolDistrict.OnMarch29, the club
presented an $800 check to the Liberty High
Special Education Program. The money will
be used to help seniors with special needs
make the transition fromhigh school to awork
or college environ-ment. Also, a $500 check
waspresented to the familyofAlexisDelgado.
Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with
Lexi and her family.

On March 17, Kiwanis Lt. Governor
Richard Wayne presented long-time members
JohnGlueck,DaleLucasandJohnMinneyDis-
tinguishedServiceawards forvolunteerismand
the important role they serve in our club. Con-
gratulations and thank you to these three dy-
namicmemberswho are invaluable to the club.

Upcoming events include the Torch of
Excellence onMonday,May 9where athletes
from the State Center Community College
District are recognized for academic achieve-

ment. The event is being held at the Clovis
Memorial Building.

The Ranchos Kiwanis meets the first
Thursday of every month at 6:45 a.m. at Al-
fresco Coffee and each Thursday thereafter at
6:45 p.m. at theRanchos Pizza Factory. If you
are interested inhaving funwhile giv-ingback
to the community contact President, Mona
Diaz at 333-1913. Come join us at a meeting
to see what we’re all about.

“Ranchos NeedsAMayor” Race Heats Up as FlatlandersApproaches
Kiwanis Korner

www.ranchoskiwanis.com

Board Members:
President: Mona Diaz phone: 333-1913
Past President: John Herrera
President Elect: Charles Diaz
Vice President: Chris Parks
Secretary: Pam Glueck
Treasurer: Perry Watkins

Board of Directors:
Marie Cameron
Bev Delk
John Glueck
Carla Hart
Virginia Vick

Mighty Mites
Pee Wees
Juniors
Seniors

6, 7 & 8 year olds (6 year olds must be 6 by Nov. 30)

8, 9 & 10 year olds
10, 11, 12 & 13 year olds
12, 13 & 14 year olds

95 lb. weight limit
120 lb. weight limit
10-12 weight limit 140 lbs. 13 weight limit 95 lbs.
185 lb. weight limit

DIVISION AGE WEIGHT

You can REGISTER at our booth at
the Flatlanders Day Parade & Craft Fair

SATURDAY, MAY 14

Sign Up for
Ranchos Youth Football

Sign Up AFTER Flatlanders Parade
$135 Returning Player • $160 New Player

Sign Up at Flatlanders Parade 5/14/11
$110 Returning Player • $135 New Player
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11

For more info or questions please contact John Stephens 246-8532
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Senior Report

Write Your Story and Pass it On
By Verlaine Elinburg

Everyone has unique life experiences
that he or she should preserve for future gen-
erations. Writing your autobiography is the
perfect way to tell your story and pass on
valuable life lessons. Purchase a stack of
index cards or a small note book and begin
entering single events in a single sentence or
phrase and the date, if you remember it. Ask
yourself questions that will help jog your
memory: who, what, where, when, why and
how. Questions like where was I born and
where did I live growing up? Gather infor-
mation by talking to friends, family – both
immediate and extended families – about
past times and about particular times in your
childhood. Look through old photo albums,
review old records, check the website
www.familysearch.org or other genealogical
websites. Create a
time line. Organize
all your material by
milestones: preschool
years (information
from parents); school
years; college; mar-
riage; birth; jobs; spe-
cial experiences, such
as, first love, breakups, illness and deaths of
immediate family members and how the
course of your life was affected by the event.
Also include your achievements and deci-
sions. Or go chronological and proceed in se-
quence, with each chapter of your life
grouped into 10-year periods. Keep the
reader inmind andmake sure the events flow
logically from one to the other. Use a com-
puter if you can; it does many special things,
including checking your spelling and gram-
mar, and it will allow you to easily refine
your draft.

Your story is to pass on to your family –
many future generations down – your blood
line, your history and your health.And for the
husband and wife who wondered where the
red headed, slant eyed, dark or light skinned
baby come from, now you have an answer.

For those of youwhowould like to share
with us, the Senior Center would also like to
obtain life stories from our members. I vis-
ited the Madera American Legion and was
impressed by the pictures they had of their
past members and the Senior Center would
like to remember its members as well.

Festival a Hit
The Annual Spring Festival was a big

success. The weather was a gift to all the par-
ticipants of the event and to Audrey Stock,
the chairperson of the event, a “high five.”
She did a fantastic job to keeping on track the

different departments that put the function to-
gether. Dittoes to our President, Mike Thom-
son, for his help in all departments. The
Ranchos/Hill Seniors would like to honor
and give a special “thank you” to Bobbie Fa-
rina and her crew for the baked goods; Caro-
line Reese and her helpers for Easter baskets;
Judy and George Hagler for the Farmers
Market; OlensWilliams and crew for the gar-
den; Mar and Nancy Koontz for the BBQ
lunch; CarolynThompson and helpers for the
breakfast and Treasure House; Mary Allen
for the raffle andMerleAnderson for the Fly-
ers.Also a thank you to Sally Shassetz and to
all the runners, cashiers, background helpers
and the Boy Scouts Troop #18.We could not
have done it without you.

The Madera County Department of
Health comes periodically to the center for
free check-ups. The screenings include: Per-

sonal health history
review, blood pres-
sure and blood sugar
test; nutrition and
health education and
low cost blood test is
available; the health
screenings are for 50
and above. For refer-

rals to medical providers and community
services the contact number is 675-7893 to
make an appointment.

A nutritionally balanced lunch program
is available Monday through Friday at 11:30
a.m. with a suggested price for 60 years and
older of $1.75. Reservations are needed a day
in advance so remember to call Joann at 645-
4864. We have a growing exercise program
being held on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at 10 a.m. The participants are get-
ting more than just exercise by attending.
They have fun, share laughs and meet new
friends. There is room for you, and you may
attend all three days or just one or two of
them. Check your calendar for daily events
for each day of the week. If you do not have
a copy, stop by the Senior Center for a copy,
additional copies are available at the Ranchos
Market, Hurst Hardware and the Golden val-
ley Chamber of Commerce.

May Activities
May 2 - BoardMeeting 6 p.m. 1stMon-

day of theMonth. Themembership is invited.
May 7 - Ranchos/Hills Treasure House,

Bake, Boutique and Plant Sale.
May 9 - General Meeting 7 p.m. 2nd

Monday of the month.
May 16 - Planning Meeting 12:30 p.m.
May 21 - Birthdays and Anniversaries,

Japanese Kitchen, 711W. Shaw, Clovis, CA.
559-297-1100, 11:30 a.m.

Your story is to pass on to your
family – many future generations
down – your blood line, your history
and your health.
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Now Is The Time To Shed Those Unwanted Pounds

• Nutritional
Counseling &
Menu Included
• AM PM
Medications
• Diet Injection

Look Good and Feel Great
LOSE WEIGHT

224-6744“WeAre Very
Affordable”

4844 N. First, #101 • Fresno, CA 93726 • Between Shaw & SantaAna

OPEN: Monday - Friday
9:00 AM until 5:30 PM

DIETWORLD MEDICALGROUP

WE KNOW LOW CARBS!

1st visit only

$20OFFAND INCHES TOOQuick, Fast
Results

CALL NOW!
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11

G
o
ld
en

V
a
ll
ey

C
h
a
m
b
er

2011 Flatlander’s Day
Parade Day: Saturday,May 14, 2011 • $10 Entry Fee
Group Individual Business

Parade begins at 10 a.m. Sharp!
Registration of entries begins at 8:30 a.m.

Parade route: Avenue 12 from Topper to Kensington
The undersigned entrant and all participants agree to abide
by all parade rules, follow the directions of parade officials
and agree to release parade officials from any and all re-
sponsibility from loss, damage, and/or injury to any person

or property as a result of participation in the parade.

Group or Business Name
Individual Entry or
Responsible Person’s Name

Address:

Theme of Entry:

Will youngsters walk with the entry? Yes No
Approx. number of participants Approx. length ft.
EntryCategory (selectONEmostcloselysuitingyourentry):
Horses (Single) Horses (Group) Explain:
Band/Music Name:
Floats (Non-profit) Name:
Floats (Business) Name:
Floats (Other) Name:
Children’s Groups Name:
Dance Groups Name:
Single Entry (Children) Name:
Single Entry (Adult) Name:
Novelty Name:
Addtional information:

Phone:

Bring, fax or mail this form by May 2 to: Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce
37167 Ave. 12 Ste. 5C • Madera, CA 93636 • Fax 645-4002 • Call 645-4001

Parade Sponsored by the Golden Valley Chamber of Commerce, Ranchos Kiwanis and Friends of the Ranchos Library.

Signature: Date:
4/
11

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent
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Wholesale & Retail

Citrus & Shade Trees
Ornamental &
Flowering Trees
Shrubs • Palms

Annuals • Perennials
Bark • Pottery

Granite Boulders

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Open Daily
Mon-Sat 9-6 • Sun 12-4

John & Nancy
559-645-7677

CERTIFIED DVBE

�

�

�

�

�

IN THERANCHOS!4/11

where I saw him, sweating from the
heat, tired from what was clearly a
hard life, so I rolled down my win-
dow and handed him the lunch I re-
ally didn’t need anyway. When I
glanced back in my review mirror, he
was still smiling as he practically in-
haled it. And minutes later, as I was
savoring my PB&J, I thought to my-
self, “This is why my parents do it;
this is why my Grandmother did it. It
feels good to help others.” I know
that whenever I need anything, my
parents are right there to help me.
Whenever I am struggling I have
friends and family by my side to help
me through, not everyone has that
safety net. Sure, there is always some
twit holding up a sign on the street
corner hoping to get enough money to
supply a drug habit, or another beg-
ging for money at the gas station just
so they can go in and buy a beer in-
stead of fuel their car, but sometimes
that person asking for food is just
hungry and isn’t trying to scam any-
one. And, at the end of the day, even
if you don’t have money, you can al-
ways spare your lunch.

GEN WHY cont. from P. 6

1 8 oz. (or 6 oz.) Cream Cheese
1 12 oz. Cool Whip
1 3 oz. Pkg. Vanilla Instant

Pudding
1 T Vanilla
¼ C Cream (or Half & Half)
½ C Creamy Peanut Butter
Fresh sliced apples or sliced

sweet bread
In a mixing bowl beat pudding,

vanil la and cream unti l smooth.
Add cream cheese; add sour cream,
then peanut butter – mixing well
after each addit ion. Fold in Cool
Whip. This wil l keep well in the
refrigerator for four or five days.

In al l the years I have been
around kids, I have only found one
that didn’t l ike peanut butter (my
niece Jessie) . In fact , some kids
just give them a jar of peanut but-
ter and a spoon and they will be
happy.

I went online looking for
recipes for kids, both that they
would like and they can help make.
I found a couple that sound like
fun and good to boot.

No Bake Peanut Butter Cookies
2 C Sugar
½ C Peanut Butter
½ C Milk
1 tsp Vanilla
3 C Quick Oats (not instant)
Mix sugar, peanut butter, milk

and vanilla together in large pan.
Bring to a good boil. Remove from
heat, add oatmeal. Cool until able
to handle. Have the kids help roll
into li t t le balls and place on a
cookie sheet. If you want to make
these chocolate, add ½ C butter and
½ C cocoa powder to mix before
boiling.

Sushi for Kids
What kid wouldn’t l ike to

smash a slice of bread before mak-
ing a sandwich?

Lay a slice of bread on a cut-
t ing board and with a roll ing pin
roll until thin. Spread the bottom
two thirds of the slice with peanut
butter and jelly. From the bottom of
the bread, roll like a jelly roll (or
sushi) and pinch with the top to
seal. Slice to resemble sushi. You
can cut the crust off before spread-

ing PB&J if you would like. This
would make a neat surprise for
your child’s lunch box.

In researching this article, I
found several uses for the peanut
and peanut butter. The one that sur-
prised me the most was the United
States Navy! Did you know they
have a uniform called the Peanut
Butter Uniform?

RECIPE cont. from P. 8

As proof of that, here is a picture
of our own Keegan Fitzgerald (Liberty
High, Class of 2009) in his.
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I want to get organized, but how do I
know what to keep, and what to let go of?
The answer is simple, but making it real-
ity can be a challenge.

A client whose craft room had be-
come a catch-all told me when we started
that she wasn’t going to get rid of any-
thing. When she looked into the room,
everything in there seemed of equal
value to her. Progress came when she
caught the vision for regaining the room
for its intended purpose. Once she deter-
mined the value of the space and what
was most important to her, it became eas-
ier to make decisions on what to keep
and what to let go of. When the job was
done, she had a well-organized craft
room, complete with all the supplies she
needed and space to work in. (Go to
www.organizedbychoice.com for be-
fore/after pictures.)

A First Step
Whether you’re organizing your

junk drawer, garage, or office, the first
step is to determine the purpose of the
space and what your goals and priorities
are. Your purpose and priorities become
the plumb-line for what stays and what
goes. That way you’re keeping the things
that are most important to you and that
fit with the purpose of the space.

Here are some more questions that
will help as you determine what stays
and what goes:

• Have I used this item in the past

Keep it or Toss it?

year?
• Do I have a definite use for this in

the foreseeable future?
• If it’s broken, is it worth fixing?
• Does this item serve a worth-

while purpose in my life?
• Do I need to keep it for legal or

tax purposes?
• Is it more important to me to keep

this item than to have the space it oc-
cupies?

• Do I love it?
• If it has sentimental value, is it

something I can take a picture of to re-
member it by, or keep a portion of it
rather than keeping the whole thing?

• Would it be difficult or expensive
for me to get another one?

• Do I have more than I use or
need?

• Do I really want to continue to
take care of it or work around it?

• Is it earning its keep?

What’s My Goal?
I recognize that it’s hard some-

times to let go. The other day as I
worked with a client clearing out paper
files, she was struggling with wanting
to hold on to stuff. At one point she
said, “Remind me again what my goal
is?”

“To reduce and simplify,” I re-
sponded.

Because the process can be chal-
lenging, write down your goals and
purpose for the space you’re organiz-
ing. Ask someone to come alongside to
keep you on task. You too can experi-
ence freedom from the clutter that
crowds out what you truly value!

You can contact Brenda McElroy
to have questions answered at Organ-
ized by Choice (because things don’t
always fall into place) at P.O. Box
26152, Fresno, CA 93729, email her at
info@organizedbychoice.com, visit her
website www.organizedbychoice.com
or she can be reached by phone at 559-
871-3314.
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Specializing In:
• Foreign & Domestic
Car Repairs
• Custom Paint
• Color Matching
• Insurance Work

• Frame Straightening
• Unibody Frame
Repairs
• Chroma Vision
Color Matching

674-8591

GOLD GLASS
Precision Collision Repair

Fine Quality Craftmanship

Insurance Claims Welcomed FREE ESTIMATES

4/
11
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join us for ourRIBBONCUTTING4/30/11 11 a.m.

NO INITIATION FEE!*
559-479-8282
CALL FOR MORE INFO

4/11

*with a 12 month agreement

JOIN TODAY AND PAY

Sago Rey
Palm Plantation!

559-268-6650

More than 20,000
Palms & Sagos in stock.

We also have a wide selection of
Shade & Fruit trees.

3535 S. Temperance • Fresno • www.sagorey.com

call Tom and Maria at

4/11
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The Bridge Store, Delaware North
Companies, and Valley Bowl received the
Crystal Tower Award April 13 at the Eighth
Annual Business and Education Sharehold-
ers’ Luncheon hosted by theMadera County
Compact.

Businesses were recognized for their
partnerships withMadera County schools in
front of more than 160 business and com-
munity leaders.

Accepting the award for The Bridge
Store, located in Madera, wereWally Nishi-
moto and Galen Thelander. The Bridge
Store was nominated byMarvin Baker, prin-
cipal at Jack G. Desmond Middle School.

The Bridge Store and its employees
have donated merchandise, participated as
chaperones on
field trips and
given cash do-
nations. Their
giving hearts
are evidenced
through their
continuous par-
ticipation which
enables youth
to broaden their
life experiences
and make their
personal and
academic lives
more produc-
tive.

The Bridge
Store allows
students access
to activities that
would not be available without the store’s
support. They have provided athletic uni-
forms and donated inventory to athletic
events, awards ceremonies and dinners.

Jonathan Farrington, regional director
of sales and marketing at the Tenaya Lodge
in Fish Camp, accepted the second Crystal
TowerAward. Delaware North Companies,
the owners of Tenaya Lodge, were nomi-
nated by Kathleen Murphy, principal at
Oakhurst Elementary School.

Tenaya Lodge has provided products,
entertainment, talent and time to Oakhurst
Elementary. The school has benefited
tremendously from the generosity of the
Tenaya Lodge at their annual Spirit Night,
the largest fundraiser for the school. The
hotel has donated spa treatments, dinner
packages, hotel rooms and Badger Pass Ski
packages, helping the school to raise $7,000-
$8,000 annually.

Each year classes are invited to learn
about the hospitality industry and snowshoe
through the back country. When the school
had to cancel the weekly trips to Badger Pass

due to funding, Tenaya Lodge stepped in and
offered to charter busses for the students.

Terry and Patti Hoban, owners of Val-
ley Bowl inMadera, accepted the third Crys-
tal Tower Award. Valley Bowl was
nominated by Dr. Cecilia Massetti, Madera
County Superintendent of Schools, and
Kristi Fisher, Special Education Director for
Golden Valley Unified School District.

Valley Bowl has donated their facility,
shoes, bowling balls and time to Madera
County’s special needs students. They host
the annual Special Olympics bowling event
for students and allow them to practice for
free.

Special needs students who have previ-
ously been unable or unwilling to participate

in social and/or
sporting activi-
ties have flour-
ished in this
environment.
The Hoban’s
have devised a
special ramp
for students
who need it and
put bumpers in
the lanes so
each child is
successful at
knocking down
pins.

A l o n g
with businesses
and educators
in the commu-
nity, the lunch-

eon highlighted the exceptional student work
Madera County has to offer. Many high
schools inMadera County contributed to the
luncheon in some way.

As guests arrived they walked by pho-
tography taken by students at Liberty High
School.

This year’s keynote presentation was
delivered by Kathy Woods, Madera County
Office of Education Director of Curriculum
and Instruction and Eric Kurtz, chair of the
Madera County Compact, served as Master
of Ceremonies.

The luncheon was hosted by theMadera
County Compact and was held at theMadera
Municipal Golf Course.

TheMadera County Compact is a group
of business, community and education lead-
ers working collaboratively to support efforts
to improve the quality of life in Madera
County. They promote business partnerships
with schools to improve the achievement
levels and skills of students and prepare
young people for the increasing demands of
society and the workplace.

Schools’ Crystal Tower Awarded

Valley Bowl of Madera was one of the three business
honored at the Crystal Tower awards. Sharing in the moment
(from left) were Kristi Fisher from Golden Valley School Dis-
trict, Terry and Patti Hobin of Valley Bowl, Dr. Cecilia Mas-
setti, Madera County Superintendent of Schools, Golden
Valley Superintendent Sarah Koligian and Golden Valley
Board Trustee, Mona Diaz.
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2004 Prowler Regal AX6 5thWheel2004 Prowler Regal AX6 5thWheel

for more info call Tina at 645-4948for more info call Tina at 645-4948

paid $69,000
asking $29,000!
paid $69,000
asking $29,000!

For SaleFor Sale
• 36.5 feet long with four slide outs • Upstairs living

room with fireplace • Surround sound stereo • Both sofas
make into beds plus queen side bed • Hardwood flooring

and carpeting throughout • A/C and solar
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FREE
TOWING

WITH OVERHAUL

Brakes • Tune-ups • Diagnostic
Oil changes • Service work

FULL SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE

SHOP

Serving
the

Valley f
or Over

42 Yea
rs
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follow us on
Facebook

FREE
HEATING/COOLING
INSPECTION

HOT

ISCOMING!
WEATHER

call for appt. • exp. 5/31/11

WE ALSO DO:

AND NOW: A/C SERVICE AND REPAIRS

is back!

FABULOUS
FRIDAYS! 500OFF$

EXPIRES 5-31-11

• MANICURES

• PEDICURES

• ROCK STAR
NAILS

•FULL SETS

manicurist
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Kenny and Danna McFerrin, Madera
Ranchos residents and owners of California
Solar, experienced phenomenal success with
their company in the area of renewable en-
ergy measures in 2010. Their company was
one of only 80 nationwide that was recog-
nized and specially trained by BP Solar as
Certified Installation Specialists. California
Solar has been presented with an opportu-
nity to receive donated solar panels from BP
Solar if they can present to BP Solar a pro-
posal that creates the “most community ben-
efit” and generates the most “marketable
opportunities” by using the solar panels.

The McFerrins, through California
Solar, have chosen to “give back” to many
different organizations throughout the year
and with the donation of free solar panels
they have hit upon an idea that could prove
to be a win-win situation: California Solar

would donate all the other necessary com-
ponents, installation labor and permits to
complete a 4.4 kW photovoltaic system for
a lucky recipient. California Solar has pro-
posed to donate and install the 4.4 kW solar
system on a south-facing building located at
Liberty High School.

This designed system could generate
approximately 6,660 kW of electricity an-
nually and the benefit to the community
would be the savings on electricity costs for
Liberty High School for years to come. The
system would offset utility costs at Liberty
High School for more than 25 years and
could also possibly provide an educational
opportunity for students interested in voca-
tional training.

At press time the school is on Spring
Break so no comments could be collected
from either the principal or administrators.

Local Solar Co. Could Benefit LHS

Frank Starkey,
Interim Pastor at the
Christian Mission
Center on Avenue
12 in the Madera
Ranchos, is a ser-
vant of the Lord
with a long history
in the Lutheran
Church.

Pastor Starkey
retired some 12
years ago from Red
Hill Lutheran
Church, Tustin,
Calif. and moved to
King City, Calif.
He and his wife,
Barbara, bought a
Victorian home
which was built in 1892 and made it into
a Bed and Breakfast, the only one in
Monterey’s South County. It is halfway
between San Francisco and Los Angeles.
Not a “destination” B and B, it attracts
people from all over the US, Alaska, Eu-
rope and Japan.

The Madera Ranchos is Pastor
Frank’s fifth interim assignment since he
has retired. He has served Lutheran
Churches in LosAltos, King City, Hollis-

ter and Turlock.
Barbara, Frank’s
wife of 59 years, is
a columnist for
some six newspa-
pers.

Pastor Frank is
a graduate of Wit-
tenberg University
and Hamma School
of Theology (now
Trinity Lutheran
Seminary in Ohio).
He has served
parishes in Michi-
gan, Iowa and Ari-
zona. In California
he served, before his
retirement, parishes
in Escondido, Glen-

dale, Cerritos, Mission Viejo and Tustin.
He has written several books: “Our

Faith,” “Becoming One Flesh,” “Ques-
tions and Answers About the Sacra-
ments,” and “A Spiritual Gifts Model of
Volunteerism.”

The Christian Mission Center is at
36875 Avenue 12 (at Loren Way) in the
Madera Ranchos. Sunday service is at
10:30 a.m. and information is available
about services at (559) 324-1144.

The Ranchos’ newest pastor, Frank
Starkey (left) and his wife Barbara, are filling
in at the Christian Mission Center on Avenue
12 until a permanent pastor can be found.

New Pastor Very Experienced

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent
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““TThhee  MMoocckk  TTrriiaall,,  tthhee  FFaallssee  CCoonnvviiccttiioonn
aanndd  tthhee  CCrriimmiinnaall’’ss  DDeeaatthh””

““CChhrriisstt  iiss  RRiisseenn!!””
cchhiilldd  ccaarree  iiss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  bbootthh  sseerrvviicceess
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Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

“The only way to get
fresher produce would be
to pick it yourself.” ™

GET YOUR FREE ONION!
Just for visiting Sweet Flower Fruit Stand we’d
like to give you a FREE onion to say “thanks” and
to give you an example N just how good our pro-
duce is. One per customer per day. Exp. 5-31-11
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By Christi McKinney

Carla and Travis Hart, owners of
Hart’s Photography Gallery & Unique
Gifts are proud to announce that their
business has moved and that the name of
the business has changed to reflect their
expanded product line. The new business
is called Trophies, Gifts & Awards by
Hart Photography. It’s now located at
36734 Ave. 12 across the street from
Madlin’s Alterations and next to H&R
Block.

While the Hart’s will continue to
provide the customized gifts, trophies,
banners, ribbons, awards and photogra-
phy services, they made the decision to

change the name to reflect their expanded
gift lines. Some of the new gift lines in-
clude: Liquid Therapy and Mud Pie. The
new gift lines will include clothes for
newborn babies, socks and cuddly plush
animals as well as beach wear, heirloom
boxes and custom lasered desk sets. “We
want to take over where Fine Things left
off,” owner Carla Hart said.

Carla and Travis’ son, Andy Hart,
will be overseeing the Facebook page for
Trophies, Gifts & Awards, to announce
specials and new product lines.

Trophies, Gifts and Awards will of-
ficially open on April 23. A Chamber of
Commerce Ribbon Cutting will be an-
nounced shortly.

Business Update

Hart Photo Renames, Relocates

Trophies, Gifts & Awards by Hart Photography is now located at 36734 Ave. 12 across the
street from Madlin’s Alterations and next to H&R Block on the south side of Avenue 12.

By Christi McKinney

Linda Paquette-Holcroft, a Bonadelle Ran-
chos resident for 13 years, is proud to announce
the opening of Paquette Optical at 37398 Berk-
shire Drive behind the Ranchos Market and in
the parking lot of Hurst Hardware. The Paque-
tte Family has been in the Optical business since
1973 and still has a location in Mountain View,
Calif. Linda has over 20 years of experience as
a Licensed Optician. “I decided that the Madera
Ranchos needed a local Optician and I wanted to
work closer to home.” On March 4 Paquette Op-
tical opened for business with Linda’s daughters
Shellie Turner and Angie Turner working with
her in the Ranchos location.

Paquette Optical is a full service operation
with an on-site lab. All they need is your pre-
scription. They will work with your insurance

company and do the fitting for glasses or contact
lens. They carry a wide variety of name brand
designer frames, glasses, sunglasses and sport
glasses for the entire family, plus they can cus-
tom order frames to suit your needs. Linda said
she specializes in, “… contact lens fitting, in-
cluding multifocal and post surgical.” They also
pride themselves on their years of excellent cus-
tomer service, their high quality work and on
going the extra mile to make their customers
happy. “You’re welcome to stop in or make an
appointment, if necessary appointments can be
made outside of normal work hours,” she said.

Paquette Optical will be having a Ribbon
Cutting and carnival on Saturday, May 21 and
everyone is welcome to attend. You can stop by
to say hello to Linda, Shellie and Angie and if
you have any questions or would like to sched-
ule an appointment you can call 645-4700.

Make Your Glasses in the Ranchos
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10% OFF
ANY SINGLE RETAIL ITEMWITH THIS COUPON
No cash value. Applicable sales tax applies.

Not valid on custom blankets,
banners or apparel.

Expires 5/31/11 • One coupon per customer per day
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Math Crazy owner and tutor Tom Filer, right, helps a
student understand high school geometry.

You've tried the flash cards, you've tried the study sessions,
you've tried the phonics programs, but your child is still behind.

Math Crazy can help.
Your child is unique and at Math Crazy we treat him

or her as such. Our evaluations go far beyond State Stan-
dards. We also evaluate your child's learning style to de-
termine the method by which he or she absorbs the
maximum amount of information in the minimum amount

of time. Finally, we compile all of this
information to create a customized
learning plan specifically for your
child. We look behind the numbers
to tell you what the state tests don't.4/

11

ccaallll  TTOODDAAYY
ffoorr  yyoouurr

EEVVAALLUUAATTIIOONN
FFRREEEE
555599--332255--66778899
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By Sarah Koligian

A very significant event occurred in
Golden Valley Unified on March 25 when
the district hosted the nationally acclaimed
“Rachel’s Challenge” assembly. Rachel’s
Challenge is a touching true life story pre-
sented by family members and friends of
Rachel Scott, the first student to lose her life
in the 1999 Columbine tragedy. Their mes-
sage to students, parents and community
members is an inspiring challenge to all of

us to spread acts of kindness and compas-
sion while reducing acts of bullying and ha-
rassment. Rachel’s acts of kindness and
compassion along with the contents of her
six diaries have become the foundation of
an hour-long presentation motivating stu-
dents to make a positive difference in the
way they treat others. The Madera County
Office of Education led the way by intro-
ducing Rachel’s Challenge to the entire
county by hosting the community event on
March 10 at the fairgrounds inMadera. This
event was the kick-off event for the Madera
County district events that followed.

On March 25, Liberty High, Ranchos
Middle and Educational Options students
attended a morning assembly followed by
leadership training for a core group of stu-
dents. During the assembly the students
were able to listen to and watch footage of
Rachel’s life and the Columbine tragedy.
The students were focused, engaged and
truly moved by the message of the assem-
bly. Immediately following the assembly, a
group of students from the secondary sites
were nominated by their teachers to form
leadership teams that have been designated
to carry on the message throughout the year.
The assembly created the desire or the
“want” to make a positive change; the lead-
ership training session taught the students
“how” to ensure that the momentum and

positive impact will continue. Liberty High
School Activities Director, Ms. Sarah Bur-
ress and her Leadership students were inte-
gral in helping organize the day and will
continue to play a key role is sustaining the
momentum of the program throughout all of
our schools.

In the afternoon assembly, the 4th – 6th
grade students from Webster and Sierra
View attended a modified version of the as-
sembly which focused on setting goals,
looking for the best in others, using kind
words, and accepting others. Students were
not exposed to the Columbine footage, but
had an opportunity to listen and view short
vignettes produced by “Foundation for a
Better Life.” The interactive assembly al-
lowed students to think about and comment
on the right way to respond to difficult
choices. I had a chance to interview some of
the students after the assembly. They com-
mented that this was a great assembly and it
gave them better ways to solve problems at
school and positive ways to treat other peo-
ple. Students from Liberty High School also
shared some of their thoughts after the
morning assembly. Here is what they had to
say.

“The assembly this morning was amaz-
ing. It really hit me on what it really means
to show kindness and compassion … the
strong are those that stand up for what is

right, who set goals for themselves and stick
to them … Rachel Scott was one of the
strong, and because she was strong, her life
has lived on; because she believed in her
dreams, they became real.”

“With this message you have given to
us, I feel like it will change the world and
how everyone feels for one another and I’m
glad I experienced this today.”

“I feel this assembly is going to help
my school in so many ways and potentially
our entire community.”

The day ended with the district hosting
a community wide event for parents, staff
and community members to come together
to hear and embrace the Rachel’s Challenge
message. Each assembly concluded by stu-
dents, staff and parents signing the Rachel’s
Challenge pledge banner. Students also
started making a “Chain Reaction” with
paper links that had their written message of
kindness and compassion on each link. You
may see these colorful links throughout our
schools. As a community member, you are
welcome to add to the chain links with your
own message of kindness and compassion.
We invite the entire Ranchos Community to
accept the challenge. If you would like more
information on how you can participate and
accept the challenge, please contact any of
the school site principals or the district of-
fice at 559-645-7500.

Golden Valley Unified School District Su-
perintendent, Sarah Koligian.

Columbine ShootingAftermath: “Rachel’s Challenge” – DoYouAccept?

The Liberty High School Leadership
class helps prepare for the Rachel’s Challenge
Assembly held on March 25. From left are
Mrs. Hall, Gaby Lomeli, KaitlynMendez, Ash-
ley Menser, Corie Hamilton, Kathryn Collins,
Darienne Schmall, Jessi Wallace, Amanda
Penner, Courtney Moses and Mrs. Burress

LHSLeadership
TakesChallenge The following are quotes from our RMS

Leadership students after attending the
Rachel’s ChallengeAssembly onMarch 25:

• Rachel’s Challenge really got to me. I am
now looking for people to sit next to.
• I want to pass on Rachel’s theory that a little
heart and kindness goes a longway.
• I learnednot to judgepeoplewhen I firstmeet
them ... I’mnow looking for the best in others.
• Ever since Iwent there, I’ve started to see the
world differently. I notice when kids are with-
out friends and I try to cheer people up when
they are sad.
• Ever since I saw how she impacted people’s
lives, I havebeen tryingmybest to look for the
best in others, daring to dream, choosing pos-

itive influences, usingkindwords, and starting
a chain reaction.
•Now Iknowhowbigof an impact I canhave
on the lives of other people.
•After I heard about the amazing thingsRachel
Scott did, Iwasmotivated tomakeadifference
inmy behavior at RMS.
• Rachel’s challenge has been a great impact
on our school. Many students are changing,
and I’m also changing.
• If you actually listened with your heart in-
stead of your ears, youwill bemotivated to be
a better person.
• The Friends of Rachel Club is changing the
way students look at each other. Instead of
looking at people as the “populars,” the
“nerds,” or the “emos,”we are actually seeing

that they are people. People with feelings and
families and much more than we see of them
at school.
•After Rachel’s Challenge, I noticed a change
in our school. People going over to sit by
someonewhowas aloneor evengiving some-
one a high-five if they did good on something
or just to be friendly.
•When Iwent toRachel’sChallenge, Iwas sad
and lonely. But what I heard that day touched
my heart! I knew I couldmake a difference in
the world no matter how lonely I was. Since
that day, I have been on the sunny side of the
world, thinking positive and doing positive. I
have been keeping a journal and writing in it,
because I know, someday, I will start a chain
reaction!

Rachel’s Challenge Impacts Middle School Students
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Monte Pistoresi, President

(559) 673-8004
Fax: (559) 673-4699
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WE ARE A PROUD
SPONSOR OF 

FLATLANDER’S DAY
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You can do it yourself or have the
pros at Madera Glass & Mirror
take care of your window repairs.

Madera Glass & Mirror’s repair services are close to the prices they charged in the 1980’s. Give them a call
today for unbelieveable prices on incredible quality work and products for all of your glass and screen needs.

Got broken screens? Madera Glass
& Mirror has the expertise to make
quick work of any screen repair. 

Glass for picture frames is a spe-
cialty at Madera Glass & Mirror. Fix
a broken one or complete a project.

4/
11

Ranchos Dental Care
& Orthodontics
37144 Avenue 12 #104
Madera Ranchos

www.ranchosdental.com
559-645-5320

NEW LAW  
Pertussis (Whooping Cough) Immunization Requirement

For ALL 7th-12th Grade Students
(Education Code Section 49403, California Code of Regulations Title 17)

STUDENTS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO REGISTER, GET CLASS
SCHEDULES, OR START SCHOOL IN AUGUST WITHOUT

PROVIDING PROOF OF THE IMMUNIZATION!
All students entering 7th through 12th grade will need to show proof of having

received a Pertussis (Whooping Cough) immunization booster before the start of the
2011-2012 school year. To meet this requirement, students need to have one dose of a
pertussis-containing vaccine on or after the 7th birthday.

Check your child’s immunization record with the chart below or call your family
physician to determine if your child has met the requirement.  

If your child has already received
this vaccine:

• Bring your child’s immunization
record to their current school office by Fri-
day, May 20, 2011.

• Fax a copy of the immunization
record to the school office by Friday, May
20, 2011.

If your child needs this vaccine, it
may be obtained from:

1. Your family physician, if you have
health insurance.

2. If your family does not have a fam-
ily physician, you may call the CHDP pro-
gram at 675-7608 or 1-800-427-6897 to
find out if you qualify for free preventive
doctor visits (including immunizations),
as well as to receive a list of doctors in the
community.  Doctors participating in this
program can provide a full physical exam
for your child in addition to providing the
Tdap booster.

3. The Madera County Health De-
partment Immunization Clinic is available
on the following dates/times (if you do not
have health insurance):

• The Main Health Department
location, 14215 Road 28, Madera, every
Wednesday morning from 8am to
10:30am and the 2nd and last Wednesdays
of every month from 4pm to 6:30pm.

A well-child visit to your family
physician for the Tdap booster is the best
plan.  Spring Break is a great opportunity
to get an appointment.

Parents wishing to exempt their child
from the Tdap booster immunization re-
quirement due to personal beliefs may
complete the Pertussis (Tdap) Personal
Beliefs Exemption form (CDPH 8261) lo-
cated at your child’s school site.

If you have any questions, please
contact your child’s school site and ask to
speak to the Health Clerk.

Vaccine Name Disease it helps to prevent                Meets 7th-12th grade requirement

Tdap tetanus, diphtheria,
pertussis YES

DTaP diphtheria, tetanus,
pertussis YES

Td tetanus, diphtheria NO
DT diphtheria, tetanus NO

Sierra View Students Learn Giving
Ms. Ford’s and Ms. McElhaney’s class

raised over $140 for disaster relief in Japan.
All money raised has been donated to the
American Red Cross. Students donated
money from their own personal piggy banks,
parent support and donations from the com-
munity. We are very proud of our students
for exemplifying the character trait of the
month which is caring. Thank you to all
community members who supported this
event. 

The Sierra View Parent Club Spring
Carnival is scheduled for Saturday, May 21
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. They will have dona-
tion cards that itemize their needs for this
year’s carnival. We have donation cards in
the front office and you may bring items in
until Friday, May 13.

Sierra View participated in the Fresno
Grizzlies “Wild About Reading” program for
the month of March. Our students read over
1,870 books in less than a month and 187

students will be receiving two tickets each to
a Fresno Grizzly game of their choice. We
are so proud of our students at Sierra View
everyday and this event is just another reason
why our students are truly the best. 

The Sierra View ASB raised $279 for
Central Valley Children’s Hospital on March
8 for Kid’s Day. Children’s Hospital is an
amazing resource for our families and we are
very proud of our students for their initiative.
The students sold 279 papers in less than an
hour. This is a new record for Sierra View.
Also, we would like to thank our community
for its amazing support.

Sierra View’s girls and boys competed
in soccer and basketball last month against
Webster. Both schools were victorious in
their effort on and off the field. Sierra View
and Webster competed with character and
the highest degree of sportsmanship. We will
play Webster one more time on May 20 with
a girls and boys Mushball game.
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F u n w i t h R a n c h o s 4 H

S i e r r a S h a d ow s 4H c l u b
h a s b e e n v e r y b u s y w i t h i t s
p r o j e c t s . C o u n t y P r e s e n t a t i o n ,
w h i c h w a s h e l d i n M a r c h , i s
a n e v e n t t h a t f e a t u r e s d emo n -
s t r a t i o n , i l l u s t r a t e d t a l k s ,
s p e e c h e s , im p r omp t u s p e e c h e s
o r i n t e r p r e t a t i v e r e a d i n g p r e -
s e n t e d b y 4H memb e r s . O l i v i a
F e r n a n d e z , D em e t r i a M a r i c a l ,
M i c a e l a R i v e r a a n d A n a h i
R i v e r a a l l d i d d em o n s t r a -
t i o n s . R e g a n F i n g e r d i d a n i n -
t e r p r e t a t i v e r e a d i n g . A l l f i v e
p a r t i c i p a n t s r e c e i v e d a g o l d
m e d a l a n d a r e a b l e t o m o v e
o n t o t h e R e g i o n a l P r e s e n t a -
t i o n D a y w h i c h t h i s y e a r w a s
h e l d i n D e n a i r o n A p r i l 1 6 .
G i v i n g p r e s e n t a t i o n s h e l p s
d e v e l o p m a n y l i f e s k i l l s i n -
c l u d i n g t h e a b i l i t y t o s p e a k i n
f r o n t o f a g r o u p a n d o r g a n i z -
i n g i d e a s .

S e v e r a l o f t h e S i e r r a
S h a d ow 4H c l u b m emb e r s p a r -
t i c i p a t e d a t L i v e s t o c k E x p o
( b e e f , s h e e p , sw i n e , d a i r y c a t -
t l e , d a i r y g o a t s a n d m e a t
g o a t s ) w h e r e t h e m emb e r s a r e
j u d g e d o n t h e i r k n ow l e d g e ,
s k i l l , l i v e s t o c k e v a l u a t i o n a n d
s h owma n s h i p o f t h e i r a n im a l .

T h e memb e r s t h a t p a r t i c i p a t e d
i n L i v e s t o c k E x p o d i d v e r y
w e l l a n d e a r n e d a m e d a l a t
e a c h l e v e l t h e y e n t e r e d .

T h e C h ow c h i l l a F a i r w i l l
b e h e l d f r om Ma y 1 8 t h r o u g h
Ma y 2 2 . E v e r y m emb e r h a s a n
o p p o r t u n i t y t o e n t e r a n i t e m
i n t h e f a i r . M emb e r s , w h o n o t
o n l y h a v e a n im a l s , w i l l b e e n -
t e r i n g i t e m s f r om t h e i r o t h e r
p r o j e c t s i n t h e f a i r . T h e
s ew i n g g r o u p w i l l b e e n t e r i n g
t h e p a j am a p a n t s t h e y m a d e
t h i s y e a r . T h e f o o d p r e s e r v a -
t i o n g r o u p s w i l l b e e n t e r i n g
s om e s t r a w b e r r y p r e s e r v e s
t h e y m a d e j u s t a f e w mo n t h s
a g o a n d p o s s i b l y s om e b e e f
j e r k y.

A c o u p l e o f t h e 4H m em -
b e r s a p p l i e d a n d w e r e a c -
c e p t e d t o b e c am p c o u n s e l o r s
t h i s s umme r a t C amp P a c i f i c a
l o c a t e d i n A hw a h n e e . T h e
c am p c o u n s e l o r s a t t e n d e d
t h e i r f i r s t c am p c o u n s e l o r
m e e t i n g a n d a r e b u s y p l a n n i n g
f o r t h i s y e a r ' s f i v e - d a y c am p
w h i c h w i l l b e h e l d J u n e 2 8
t h r o u g h J u l y 2 . 4 H c am p i s a
n i c e w a y t o e n d a b u s y y e a r
a n d a t i m e j u s t t o r e l a x a n d
e n j o y b e i n g a r o u n d y o u r 4H
f r i e n d s a n d h a v e f u n .

Yo u t h b e t w e e n t h e a g e s o f
9 t o 1 8 y e a r s o l d ma y j o i n 4H .
T h e S i e r r a S h a d ow s 4H c l u b
l e a d e r i s Te r r i F e r n a n d e z ,
w h o c a n b e r e a c h e d a t 5 5 9 -
6 4 5 - 4 8 3 6 . C a l l t o f i n d o u t
w h e n t h e n e x t c l u b m e e t i n g
w i l l b e h e l d a t S i e r r a Vi e w
E l em e n t a r y S c h o o l i n t h e
c a f e t e r i a .

Michael Sutherland
& Associates, Inc.

4/11 Lic. #PLS 5815 36691 Avenue 12 • Madera Ranchos

TTIIRREEDD  OOFF  PPAAYYIINNGG
FFOORR  FFLLOOOODD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE??

645-4730 • Fresno 447-5815

Lenders' requirements vary, but an Elevation
Certificate could reduce the cost of flood in-

surance (or eliminate it completely). 
You can't afford to wait any longer, 

so contact the professionals
today at

Say you saw it in 
the Ranchos Independent
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Madera County LDA Reg. 2010001 • Exp. 8/10/12

Judith L. Locatelli
Legal Document Assistant/Notary Public

Self-Help Legal Document Assistant

Judy’s Legal Document
Service

“I am not an attorney. I can only provide
self-help services at your specific direction.”

•

•

Estate Planning • Family Law
... and more

4/
11

ProudSponsor ofFlatlandersDay

Call for an Appointment

559-395-4640 office • 559-908-4600 cell
www. JudysLegalDocumentService.Com
11874 Road 36 ½ •  Madera, CA • 93636

•

LEGAL NOTICE
“MADERA COUNTY HAS DECLARED THAT THE GROWTH

AND ACCUMULATION OF WEEDS IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF THE COUNTY POSES A FIRE SAFETY AND PUBLIC
HEALTH RISK AND THEREFORE HAS DECLARED WEEDS A SEA-
SONAL AND RECURRING NUISANCE. THE RESPONSIBILITY TO
ABATE SUCH NUISANCE LIES WITH THE INDIVIDUAL PROP-
ERTY OWNER. THIS YEAR THIS NUISANCE MUST BE ABATED
ON OR BEFORE MAY 1, 2011.”

Due to the weed regrowth and the continual hazard throughout the summer
HAZARD ABATEMENT MUST BE MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE
FIRE SEASON. This may require REDISCING/HAZARD ABATEMENT
MORE THAN ONCE AS WEEDS AND HAZARDS MAYRETURN.

4/11
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A solid foundation for your next project
Land Surveying • Civil Engineering • Consulting

INVEST IN YOUR EXISTING PROPERTY!
• Save money on flood insurance with an elevation certificate
• Verify your property line locations with a boundary survey
• Reconfigure your property lines with a lot line adjustment
• Improve your property with a grading and drainage plan
• Divide your property with a parcel map

Dedicated to serving the land surveying and civil engineering needs of Madera Ranchos and the Central Valley

For a free consultation, visit
our Madera Ranchos office!

36961 Avenue 12
559.645.4849

www.bedrockeng.com

Say you saw it in
the Ranchos Independent

By David Jones

As a bi-vocational Pastor, I often
travel out of the Valley for my work. One
of my new customers is right smack dab
in the middle of San Francisco. Negotiat-
ing the traffic can be challenging to say
the least. With each trip, there comes a
new appreciation for our community and
our way of life. It’s true, there’s no place
like home.

Sixteen years ago, my wife and I left
Fresno to move to Nashville, Tenn. My
parents were elderly and needed us, so off
we went. After eight years, my parents
passed and we decided to come back to
Fresno where our three adult children
live. Right after we got re-settled, I got a
call from one of my Tennessee employ-
ees saying her house
had been completely
demolished by a tor-
nado. Her husband
was an optometrist
with a large practice
and his business had
not been damaged.
Her adult son’s
house was hit and
totally destroyed. It
was evident on the
phone that she was
suffering from posttraumatic stress.

As time passed, my former employee
and friend recovered and built a beautiful
house in the same neighborhood. Her
name is Susan and she now has lots of
stories of how neighbors responded im-
mediately with trucks and labor so they
could salvage as much as possible.

Now fast forward to the present time
when three days ago, I got another call …
a second former employee in Tennessee
was on the phone to tell me her house had
been destroyed by a tornado … in the
middle of the night … with her crouching
on the floor of a basement closet. Her
husband was on the other side of the
planet serving as a helicopter pilot for the
5th Special Forces from Fort Campbell.
She said the lights suddenly went black,
the sky was a strange color and then it hit.
Here is her story as she told it to me.

“It was late at night and I was still up.
We live in a wooded area in a community
near Fort Campbell. The lights suddenly
went out, which was not too strange since
it was raining really hard. Then with no
warning of any kind everything grew
strangely silent. I had my cell phone in my
hand and it provided me light to head for
the basement steps. As I got to the first

step, the tornado hit the house and began
making a deafening noise. I stumbled
down the steps and fell on the last one. I
wasn’t hurt so I got up and crawled into a
nearby closet. In a moment it was silent
again. I was so frightened I couldn’t
move. I must have stayed there for half an
hour before having the courage to come
out. I called my Mother who lives only 20
minutes away and she came right over.
When she came, she brought the United
States Army with her! Engineers from Ft
Campbell and neighbors from everywhere
showed up to lend a hand to protect our
furniture and household goods.”

Her name is Jill. You can pray for
Jill, as I know she is suffering from post-
traumatic stress also. She has a hard time
sleeping and knowing that soon her hus-

band will have to
go back to war.

You may recall
that Nashville was
hit with a tremen-
dous flood only a
short time ago and
the whole city suf-
fered terribly. That
whole region is fa-
miliar to me as I
grew up in East
Tennessee. I wanted

to remind you of our blessing to live right
here in the Central Valley. I honestly be-
lieve if we had a disaster today, we would
find neighbors responding to neighbor.
Most of us live a rather hectic and fast
paced lifestyle but when the tough times
come, we are there for each other.

In only a few days our community is
invited to come together to worship. An
Easter Sunrise service will be held Easter
Sunday morning for any and all to partic-
ipate. All the churches, all the neighbors
and all the doubters too, you are invited
to a time which binds us together in the
acknowledgement of God and His Son,
Jesus Christ. Let’s not wait for a disaster
before we get to know each other. Our
guest speaker is Dr. G.L. Johnson, retired
pastor of Peoples Church in Fresno.

Bring a lawn chair and a plate of
cookies. The service starts at 7 a.m. on
the lawn of Golden Valley Baptist
Church. I’ll see you there!

David Jones is the Pastor of Golden Val-
ley Baptist Church at 12414 Road 37 in the
Madera Ranchos. You can reach him through
the church website at www.goldenvalley-
church.com. You can send him an email from
the website and he’ll write back.

The Pastor’s Desk

Sudden Destruction, Sudden Help

I honestly believe if we had a
disaster today, we would find
neighbors responding to neigh-
bor. Most of us live a rather hec-
tic and fast paced lifestyle but
when the tough times come, we
are there for each other.
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CCoosstt  ooff  ffeeeeddiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::CCoosstt  ooff  ffeeeeddiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

CCoosstt  ooff  ccllootthhiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

CCoosstt  ooff  ddrriivviinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::CCoosstt  ooff  ddrriivviinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

KKnnoowwiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  wwiillll  ssttiillll  bbee  aalliivvee
tthhee  ddaayy  aafftteerr  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  ggrraadduuaattiioonn::

CCoosstt  ooff  ccllootthhiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  ttoo  aaggee  1188::

$43,758

$14,688

$36,918

Priceless
Liberty High Sober Graduation 2011 needs your help.
From donations of gifts to donating your time, what a
small price to pay to keep our kids safe on one of the most
dangerous nights of their lives. To see how you can help,
call Randy Bailey at 645-0634.

KKnnoowwiinngg  yyoouurr  cchhiilldd  wwiillll  ssttiillll  bbee  aalliivvee
tthhee  ddaayy  aafftteerr  hhiigghh  sscchhooooll  ggrraadduuaattiioonn::

call Randy Bailey
at

559-645-0634

4/11

674-1663
14794 Hwy 41

Madera

DRILLING AND
PUMP SERVICE

Same Day Service

Family Owned
Since 1976

4/11

Say you saw it in the Ranchos Independent 

Known as “A.J.” to his friends and family passed away on March 15, 2011 at the
age of 24. He is survived by his father, Augie Soltero; mother, Corina Martinez Mag-
ill; sisters Jamie Kovack, Kayleen Soltero and Taylor Magill; brother Austin Soltero;
stepmother Jackie Soltero; stepfather Bill Magill; grandparents Lily and Pano Varges,
and grandmother Virginia Martinez.

A.J. spent his summer and Christmas vacations with his family in the Madera
Ranchos. During the school year he lived with his mother in Simi Valley, Calif. For a
short time A.J. attended Webster Elementary for Junior High. He graduated from Royal
High School  in Simi Valley in 2004.

He worked at FedEx/Kinkos until 2008 and most recently worked at ANS Paint-
ball.

A.J. loved to dance, wakeboard, snowboard, write hip-hop music, and being in the
group Lyricly Stable with Jake Ornelas and Garrett Moomjean. He also loved to perform
and could keep everyone around him entertained. A.J. and laughter went together. A.J.
was a Dodger fan and was almost always seen wearing a L.A. baseball hat. 

A.J. will be deeply missed by his friends and family. Until we meet again ...

In Memoriam

June 19, 1986 - March 15, 2011

Augustine James “A.J.” Soltero

CA #142100

SAND & GRAVEL •
CRUSHED  ROCK •

LANDSCAPE MATERIAL •
FILL  DIRT •
TOP  SOIL •
HUMUS •
BARK •
CHIPS •

RIVER  ROCK •
BASE  ROCK •
ROCK  DUST •

COBBLE STONES •
DRIVEWAY  BASE •
CONSTRUCTION  

CLEANUP •559-645-5363
LANDSCAPE DIRT
& DRIVEWAY

4/
11
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By Sam Pistoresi

On the Madera Tribune opinion page
for Wednesday, Feb. 9, there appeared a
commentary written by Tiffany Williams.

It was titled, “Some Take Advantage of
Illegal Workers.” I hope every subscriber
to the Madera Tribune read that commen-
tary. It shows the mentality of these peo-
ple.

Tiffany Williams uses the word “im-
migrant” many times. “Immigrant
women” and how they are exploited and

801 E. Yosemite Avenue, Madera

662-8825

4/
11

Smith Manor Grace Chapel is offering a Direct Cre-
mationPackage for $$11,,779999..8811.. Our Direct Cremation Serv-
ice Package is designed specially for families who have chosen to

have a simple cremation. This package includes a
durable plastic urn, a cardboard cremation
container, removal from place of death to mortuary
within 50 miles, basic services of director and staff,
refrigeration, 1-hour private family viewing, one
death certificate, disposition permit and sales tax.

or call 375-6396 for a direct line to Heather
Lic. #0G40878

We also have many funeral plans
to choose from. To discuss payment options
on this plan or any of our other funeral plans
please contact Pre-Arrangement Specialist

Heather Thomas at

$1,799.81

Golden Valley Baptist
Pastor David Jones

4/
11

Sunday School   9 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday 7 p.m. YOUTH 13-18

come meet new friends!

Join us for Easter Services
Golden Valley Baptist Church

12414 Road 37 · Madera Ranchos · 559-645-1700
www.GoldenValleyChurch.com

To Advertise
645-0634call

“anti–immigrant” fervor where it re-
lates to Arizona’s great new legistaion,
SB 1070. “Extremely harsh and indis-
criminate crackdowns on immigrants.”
“Yet much of the debate about U.S.
borders fails to acknowledge immi-
grants as people.” “We’re a nation of
immigrants.”

Did anyone who read that com-
mentary notice the absence of the
word “illegal”? As in “illegal immi-
grants” or “illegal aliens”?

Some Definitions
I took the liberty to look up some

words in the Websters College Dic-
tionary. They are:

l. IMMIGRANT – A person who
migrates to other countries for perma-
nent residence.

2. ILLEGAL – 1. Forbidden by
law or statute. 2. Contrary to or for-
bidden by official rules or regulations.
3. An illegal immigrant.

3. ALIEN: A foreign born resident
who has not been naturalized and who
owes allegiance to another country.

Interesting, isn’t it? Those three
word definitions, I mean. Especially
the word “illegal.” The definition goes
right to “illegal immigrant.”

Does anyone remember, or at least
know how, our ancestors were treated
when they come to this country
legally?  Remember Ellis Island? Re-
member what our immigrant ancestors
had to go through to get into this coun-
try legally? The following are just a
few of the hurdles they faced:

1.  They had to have a sponsor.
2.  They had to have a job waiting

or a means of support, meaning no
burden of any kind on other citizens of
this country.

3.  Some were brought here by
plantation owners or other business
owners with the understanding that
they would work for them until all ex-
penses and support were paid. Some-
times taking up to three years to get
out of bondage.

4.  They were quarantined until it
was determined that they were not car-
rying a disease into this country.

5.  Then they studied hard for their
citizenship papers, took a test written
or verbal, swore allegiance to the
United States of America and then be-
came legal citizens of the United
States.

And Tiffany Williams writes about
exploitation and abuse of illegal im-

migrants. Like I wrote earlier, the
above are just a few of our ancestor’s
hurdles.

Does anyone really believe there
are no diseases brought into this coun-
try by some of the illegal immigrants?
Does anyone really believe that these
illegal immigrants (aliens) are not a
burden on tax payers in one way or an-
other? Has anyone noticed their insur-
ance premiums going up because of
accidents with uninsured and unli-
censed drivers who normally, if not in-
jured, try to take leg bail and do I dare
mention the crime rate involving some
illegals?

Preventable Problems
All the other hardships she men-

tions such as exploitation, cheap pay,
family separations and being hounded
by border patrol could be prevented if
they came into this country legally like
our ancestors did. Yes, we are a nation
of immigrants with about 95 percent
legal. So what part of illegal don’t
these protestors of illegal immigrants
understand?

As far as her condemnation of
Arizona’s SB 1070 Law, it is my be-
lief that every state in these United
States should pass the same type of
legislation. We also need to elect an
administration which would make an
effort to protect these state’s borders
and, in the event that for political rea-
sons they choose not to, then do not
hinder nor interfere with the states
that are trying to protect themselves
like this administration is doing to
Arizona right now.

Our borders need to be closed and
illegal immigration needs to be
stopped and it needs to be stopped
now!  The labor problem these liberals
use to excuse illegals coming into this
country can be corrected in either of
two ways: One way is to take all able-
bodied people off the welfare rolls and
they either work or starve!  The other
way is to put together a good tempo-
rary worker program like the Bracero
Program we had before.

Contact John Smedley at 645-
7031 or  jcsmedley@comcast.net for
more information. Rick Farinelli can
be contacted  at  richardfarinelli@
sbcglobal.net. For current information
and events you can also visit the Cen-
tral Valley Tea Party website at
www.centralvalleyteaparty.com.  

Where’s the “Illegal” in Illegal Immigrant Story?
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Click on “Local News” at

A l t e r a t i o n S e r v i c e s

M a d l i n ' s A l t e r a t i o n s - 4 0
y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e - T a i l o r -
i n g , r e p a i r s a n d l e a t h e r s .
F a s t s e r v i c e . N EW A D -
D R E S S & P H O N E N UM -
B E R : 3 6 7 3 3 A v e . 1 2 . C a l l
5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 5 8 3 .

C o n s t r u c t i o n

N e w c o n s t r u c t i o n , r e m o d -
e l s , r o o m a d d i t i o n s , b a r n s
a n d p a t i o s . C a l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 -
4 4 7 6 o r 5 5 9 - 6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

F l o o r / U p h o l s t e r y C a r e

P i n n a c l e C a r p e t C a r e a n d
U p h o l s t e r y . F R E E e s t i -
m a t e s . F R E E s t a i n p r o t e c -
t i o n w i t h a n y p u r c h a s e .
T i l e , a g g r e g a t e , s h o w e r s ,
P e b b l e T e c . G o l d e n Va l l e y
C h a m b e r M e m b e r , B B B ,
r e f e r e n c e s . C a l l B r u c e a t
6 7 6 - 0 7 6 0 .

F o r R e n t

F o r R e n t - 4 B D / 2 B A N e w e r
h o m e o n Av e . 1 2 . $ 1 6 5 0 p e r
m o n t h . C a l l 9 0 8 - 4 2 8 9 .

F o r R e n t - 3 B D / 2 B A o n 1 / 2
a c r e w i t h p o o l . $ 1 6 5 0 p e r
m o n t h . C a l l 9 0 5 - 7 7 8 0 .

F o r S a l e

F o r S a l e - S w i n g S e t $ 1 0 0 ,
d e c o r a t i v e p l a t e s , t a b l e &
c h a i r s , a n t i q u e s a n d m u c h
m o r e . C a l l 6 4 5 - 1 7 7 0 .

G u t t e r S e r v i c e s

T h e G u t t e r D o c t o r s p e c i a l i z -
i n g i n b o t h c o n t i n u o u s a n d
s t a n d a r d r a i n g u t t e r s . G e n -
e r a l C o n t r a c t o r - R e p a i r
M a i n t e n a n c e . 2 9 y e a r s w o r k -
i n g i n t h e a r e a . C a l l 5 5 9 -
8 2 2 - 2 7 5 9 .

H e a l t h P r e s e n t a t i o n

Monday, April 25 - Two free infor-
mation presentat ions at Alfresco

Coffee in Madera Ranchos , noon
and 1:15 p .m. A shor t v ideo pro-
v ides t ips tha t may improve
heal th , bui ld immuni ty, and lessen
r i sk of cancer and hear t d i sease .
Call Ramona Frances at 559 363-
5186.

H o u s e c l e a n i n g

Hou s e c l e a n i n g S e r v i c e - Ha v e
y o u r h o u s e s p r i n g c l e a n e d a l l
y e a r l o n g . Ex p e r i e n c e , r e s p o n -
s i b l e , h o n e s t . F a i r p r i c e s . Ca l l
4 1 6 - 2 5 8 5 .

L a n d s c a p i n g

L u k e ' s L a n d s c a p i n g -
L a w n s , g a r d e n s , w e e d s &
t r e e s . M a i n t e n a n c e , c l e a n
u p s a n d r e p a i r s . C a l l t o d a y
f o r f r e e e s t i m a t e . 5 5 9 - 2 4 0 -
8 2 0 3 .

P a i n t i n g S e r v i c e s

Pa in t i ng Se rv i c e s - 40 y ea r s o f
e xp e r i e n c e . L i c e n s e d and i n -
s u red . F r ank Kramer Ex t e r i -
o r s . L i c . # 2 7 3 0 9 9 . Ca l l
6 45 - 4113 .

Paint ing Services - Gerald
Scheff ing & Son Paint ing. 40
years experience. Inter ior & Exte-
rior. Licensed, insured and bonded.
Lic #313070. Call 674-2320.

Classified
Tr a c t o r S e r v i c e s

Tr a c t o r Wo r k - D i s c i n g , r o -
t o t i l l i n g , w e e d c u t t i n g . B o b c a t
wo r k , d r i l l i n g p o s t h o l e s , t r e e s ,
t r e n c h i n g a n d c l e a n u p s . Ca l l
N e a l a t 6 4 5 - 1 2 0 0 o r 2 8 5 - 8 2 11 .

Tr a c t o r Wo r k - Ho u s e p a d s ,
l o t l e v e l i n g , d r i v e w a y s ,
t r e n c h i n g , c o n c r e t e w o r k a n d
unde rg round u t i l i t i e s i n s t a l l ed .
Ca l l 5 5 9 - 9 7 0 - 4 4 7 6 o r 5 5 9 -
6 4 5 - 4 0 3 3 .

Tr a c t o r Wo r k - Mow i n g , d i s c -
i n g , l i g h t s c r a p i n g . Ca l l
Toma s a t 6 4 5 - 0 8 6 4 .

Wat e r Trea tmen t

Ha r d Wa t e r ? - A Ma g n e t i c
h ome wa t e r s o f t e n e r w i l l k e e p
y o u r w a t e r c l e a n a n d c l e a r a t
i n c r e d i b l y l ow p r i c e s . B o n u s :
You r S e p t i c t a n k w i l l wo r k 3 0%
f a s t e r . Ca l l 5 5 9 - 2 1 3 - 4 4 7 0 .

We igh t Los s

LOSE WIGHT - and keep i t o f f
w i t h A l k a l i n e Wa t e r. Ca l l 5 5 9 -
213 -4470 .

Wanted

WANTED - Used r ide r mower s .
Need f o r p a r t s . Ca l l Che t o r

Chr i s 903 -1047 .

Window Cleaning Services

M o s t w i n d o w s $ 5
i n s i d e / o u t . S c r e e n , t r a c k
a n d s i l l s i n c l u d e d . R e m o v e
h a r d w a t e r s t a i n o n h o m e
w i n d o w s , s h o w e r d o o r s a n d
c a r w i n d o w s . C o b w e b r e -
m o v a l a v a i l a b l e . F u l l y i n -
s u r e d . C a l l N i c k a t
2 8 5 - 1 7 2 3 . F r e e e s t i m a t e s .
S E N I O R D I S C O U N T !

SUDOKU

©2011 King Features Syndicates, Inc.

TO ADVERT ISE
CALL 645-0634

The Ranchos
Independent

classified rates
arecrazy cheap.
Only $10 for each

25words.
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Real Estate Nancy Watson
645-5000

The Ranchos Specialist, Working for “You”

www.nancywatson.net

If you are considering buying or selling a home, call Nancy Watson. She is an
experienced agent who has served the Ranchos with honesty and integrity for 20
years. A Ranchos resident since 1977, Nancy is dedicated to serving her clients
with the highest level of care and commitment. Please call Nancy Watson for all
of your Real Estate needs. 4/11

A Ranchos resident for over 27 years, I am a full-time professional agent working the
Madera, Fresno and Clovis areas. Inventories of homes for sale are at a long term low.
Now is a great time to sell as competition is low. And it is a great time to buy with record
low interest rates and multiple tax incentives. Call me today!

DAVID PARKER

490-1989
www.davidparker.info

DRE#: 01323109

Realtor®

4/11

LIZ KUCHINSKI
Letting My Experience Work for You

Realtor, Century 21 C. Watson

Liz’s knowledge and understanding of her local community
make her uniquely qualified to enable her clients to own a piece
of the “American Dream.”

Certi�iedResidentialSpecialist
• Repeat and referral based business • Friendly, fun and a positive attitude

• Century 21 Centurion status eight years • MLS Committee Member
FresnoAssociation of Realtors • Ranchos resident for 25 years

Direct: (559) 364-1000 • Fax: (559) 440-7608
liz@lizkuchinski.com • www.lizsellinghomes.com

Century 21 C.Watson
7520 North Palm • Fresno

4/11

4/
11

4/11

www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com
www.theRanchos.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
Visit the Ranchos’ own Website.

Get fully downloadable back issues of
the Ranchos Independent

(beginning with April 2006).
Learn how you can add your

Ranchos-area business to this site!

4/
11

Jerry Eddings, Realtors
Direct Line: 559-435-3366 Madera: 559-645-1890
Fresno: 559-435-1890 FAX: 559-645-5417
www.maderahomes.com DRE #00329063 4/

11

www.The Ranchos.com
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Click on “Local News” at

VELVET TOUCH
CARWASH
& DETAIL

645-6630
37075 AVE. 12 • MADERA RANCHOS

B.M.T.
Computer Repair
(559) 917-4507
• Sales & Service
• In-Home Service
Sé Habla Español

Microsoft Cerified Pro

Retired FPD 26 yr.
Ca. Lic.#79328

Certifications:
A+/Network +

Thomas Valdez Computer Tech.

ROGER PRATER
CONCRETE

Residential & Commercial
38 years experience

Lic. # 599235

(559) 645-0911
(559) 645-0916

645-1918
www.hartsphotographs.com

• Professional
photography

• Personalized
unique gifts

• Gift certificates

Jo-De DRILLING

& TRACTOR SERVICE

674-7770
HARDPAN DRILLING

HIGH QUALITY

555599--445544--88006600

GATE SYSTEMS

Sales and Service - Free Estimates
Duct Testing & Certification

Locally owned 
and operated!

559-662-0336
559-438-8260

LIC. #837274

THE COMFORT
AND RELAXATION
YOU DESERVE

TEXTURED COATING • PAINTING
VINYL SIDING • VINYL WINDOWS

ROOFING   

TEXTURED COATING SPECIALIST

FRANK KRAMER
INSURED

LIC. #273099

FRANK KRAMER
EXTERIORS

(559) 645-4113

since1970

PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Marion Pool
Service & Repair

251-2514
office

351-1605
cell

645-4799
after 5 p.m.

• Weekly Service
• Equipment
• Supplies

• Residential
• Drains - Upstarts • Commercial

• Locally Owned

Mobile Notary and 
Loan Document Signing
Daytime • Evening • Weekends

Serving Madera & Fresno Counties
Diana J. Tucker
381-5879

Notary in the
Ranchos!

Notary in the
Ranchos!

IInntteerrlloocckkiinngg  PPaavveerrss

444422--11999999444422--11999999
nnootthhiinngg  oouuttllaassttss  ppaavveerrss!!

wwwwww..rrllaaccyyiinntteerrlloocckkppaavveerrss..ccoomm

LLiicc..  ##330066551111

SINCE
1980

BONDED &
INSURED
LIC. #589140

Interior & Exterior

Specializing in
Repaints

Rental, Residential
& Commercial

Drywall, Stucco,
Redashing & Ac-
coustical Removal

Color Matching

KNIGHT &DAY
COMPUTERS

645-0122
• NEW AND USED LAPTOPS •

• PRINTERS • PARTS •

repairs experience

B.E.A.R. #74561

& Chuck’s Transmission

664455--44447755
Ranchos Auto Repair
+ A/C SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES
LIC. #B0008113

664455--11557788

Jeff Clark

• GM, H1 & ASE Master Certified
• General Automotive Repairs
• Hot Rod Customizing & Lowering

Clark’s Performance

664455--11557788

Lic. #393449

Call us for all

CARTER DRYWALL

your drywall needs

645-1914

Service, Inc.

All Stage Construction, Inc.

559-681-8947

FREE ESTIMATES!

Need
Construction?

• Concrete
• Rough Framing
• General Building
• Steel Buildings • Shop Buildings
• Room Additions • New Construction

LIC. #932435

Landscape &
Gardening
Service

555599--330011--11661133
• DRILLING  • TRENCHING • DIRT WORK • 

• efficient • reliable •  cost-effective           Beau   

Lic. #899496

call

B&M 
Auto & Truck Parts 

37405 Ave. 12, Ste. 801
645-1570

Store hours: 
Mon - Fri 8:30-5:30

Sat 8:00-4:00
Sun 10:00-3:00

Madera Ranchos Plaza

CERTIFIED ARBORIST

645-TREE
(8733)

• Artful Pruning
• Removals
• Disease
Management
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• Aluminum
Screen
• Fiberglass
Screen
• Pet
Grilles
• Specialty
Screening
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Whether a waiting period is taking longer than expected, or just seems
that way, the anxious Lamb would do well to create a center of calm within her- or himself, and not do
anything rash.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Practical matters dominate the week, but cultural activities also are
favored, especially those that can be shared with someone special in the Bovine's life. Some important
news might be forthcoming.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You need to know more about a possible career move in order to see
if it offers a real opportunity or just a change. You're sure to get lots of advice -- some of it good -- but
the decision must be yours.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The arrival of hoped-for good news about a loved one dominates most of
the week and provides a great excuse for the party-loving Moon Child to plan a special event to celebrate.

LEO (July 23 to August 22)Leos andLeonas rushing to finalize their plansmightwant to think about slowing
down the pace, or risk overlooking an important consideration that could become a sore point down the line.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) The week's challenges call for logical approaches. But
sentiment also has its place. Sharing memories with a special someone, for example, strengthens the
bond between you.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Abrand-newapproach to a problemcould have a good chance
of succeeding if it's based on a solid foundation of fact to strengthen its potential for standing up to scrutiny.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A favorable report should give your optimism an
important boost as you confront another phase of a challenge. Don't be timid about accepting advice
from someone you trust.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You might want to target another goal if your
current aim is continually being deflected. But stay with it until you find that first sign of an opening,
and then follow through.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Although offers of advice might not always please the
usually sure-footed Goat, good counsel is always worth considering, especially from those whose
experience can be invaluable.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Don't rush to make up for lost time. Your productivity
can be measured not only by what you do, but how you do it. Move carefully until the job is done the
way you like it.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Emerging facts about someone you know might cause you to
rethink your relationship. But remember to make judgments in context of a full situation, not just on
scraps of data.

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

You are known both for your love of acquiring
beautiful things as well as for your generosity to others.

BBoorrnn  tthhiiss  WWeeeekk

www.The Ranchos.com

• Industrial
• General
• Farm
• Mig
• Tig
• Stick
• Certified
• Portable

Welding & Fabrication
call JERRY   CLARK • 706-3865

MZC

Professional Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There

Pets, Plants, Plus+

Accredited • Insured • Bonded

Sandra Oliver

Jackie Jones
559-240-3556

559-232-1352
or

call
Specializing in Livestock

repair
ENGINE AND OUT-DRIVE REPAIR
INBOARDS AND OUTBOARDS

TRAILER BOATS ONLY

CRONIN MARINE

Since1964

664455--11997777

Located in Madera Ranchos in Maywood Center
MON-FRI: 9AM-6PM  SAT: 9AM-3PM  SUN: CLOSE

• 5-Star Rated Company • Tile Cleaning
• Flat Rate Pricing • Green Cleans

• Certified Water Testing

37167 AVE. 12 #5D (559) 645-1969
WWW.WIGHTWATERPOOLS.COM
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Dog Gone
Cute Store

Open Monday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
645-PETS

Pet Nutrition
Novelties & Necessities

37193 Avenue 12 #3A • Madera Ranchos, CA 93636

Grooming

(559) 645-0634  
Today!
The Ranchos Independent

JEAN BRINER
for MORE sales tomorrow, call



Click on “Local News” at

1. LITERATURE: Who wrote the novel
"Catch-22"?
2. MUSIC: For what crime did country
singer Merle Haggard spend time in
prison?
3. CARTOONS: What was the name of
Space Ghost's chimp in television car-
toons?
4. GOVERNMENT: What country did
Haile Selassie rule for more than 30 years?
5. MEDICINE: Who is credited with dis-
covering a vaccination against smallpox?
6. MOVIES:What is Luke Skywalker's re-
lation to Princess Leia in the "Star Wars"
movies?
7. ANIMALS: What characteristic is the
whippet breed of dog known for?
8. RELIGION: Who were the French
Huguenots and why were they persecuted?
9. MUSIC: What is the minimum number
of musicians needed to make up a "big
band"?
10. LANGUAGE: What does the Latin
term "soma" refer to?

1.JosephHeller
2.Attemptedrobbery
3.Blip
4.Ethiopia
5.EdwardJenner
6.Herbrother
7.Speed
8.ProtestantspersecutedinCatholic-dom-
inatedFrancebecauseoftheirbeliefs.
9.Ten
10.Thebodyofanorganism

Answers

TRIVIATEST
By Fifi Rodriguez

(c) 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SSuuppeerr Crosswordby Dave T. Phipps

  www.The Ranchos.com
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SEMCU
MONTHLY MEETING
Monday, May 16 at 6:30 p.m.

Ranchos Pizza Factory

4/
11


